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eAnd I heard a voice from Heaven ſaying unto me, 
Write, bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, 
from benceforth, yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that they may 
” from their Labours, and their works do follow 
them, Rev. 14. 13. | 
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THE 


| Epiſtle Dedicatory; | 


To the Elect People of God in 


ENGLAND 


and elſewhere. 
: "My Deare Friends, 
6 [ 4 g 


JF. Recommend this work to you who have been 
| Eycand Ear witneſſes of the glory of the Lotd, 
© broken forth 1n this. our age, wherein the Truch 
is made Known, which hath been hid for many ages 
and generations paſt ; you have alſo been ſenſible 
how many worthy Prophets and Labourers the Lord 
hath raiſed up and ſent forth to. Preach, Publiſh and 
Declare this everlaſting Truth both in word and wri- 
ting, of whom the Author of theſe following | rea- 


| tiſes was one, whoſe works [ leave to ſpeak forth the 


Heavenly life he was filled with, whoſe veſſel often 
over-flowed to the refreſhing and comforting the 
Seed and Heritage of God in all, and his wiſdome, 
care, and diligence in ordering the affairs of the 
Church was very great, not only in thoſe parts where 
he chiefly dwelt, and ſuffered Impriſonment for the 
Truths ſake, but over the whole Flock of God eve- 
ry whereas may be ſeen by the many general Epiſtles 


he 


The Epiitle' Dedicatory. 
he wroteat ſeveral gmes herein incexted, which are . 
indeed as ſweet Oyntment pouredfofth,” which caſts 
a pleaſant ſmell, and will be a great refreſhment and 
comfort to the ſincere minded, and a ftrengthning 
through that ſpirit of Truth from whence*they came, 
to them 1n their Journey to their everlaſting reſt, as 
they are read and conſidered in a lowly mind, for a 
ſpirit of true Wiſdom and Underſtanding was' with 
him, in which he often delighted to ſpeak a word in 
| ſeaſon tothe needy and hungry ſouls, and to refreſh 
. the tender Plants, and this I write from a ſure know- 
ledge that I had of him in my meaſure, and of the 
bleſſed Truth that he livedit; who though he be ta- 
ken from us, his works ſhall [peak forth his Praiſe to 
Generations. So in tender loye to you, { remain a 
Seryant to the Truth, 


| Ellis Hookes. 
London 28th. of the. 
4th. Moneth. 
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TO THE 


FRIENDS 


And other Readers of theſe enſuing Books, 


*'FRIENDS; 


T hath pleaſed God whoſe mercy endureth from age to ape, to 
1 apptar in theſe days to ſeek out and gather a people to worſhip 
him in Spirit and'in Truth, and through his good will towar a: 

men he hath again manifeted that Eternal Life, which the Apoſt':s 
did ſee, and ſhewed unto the people intheir days, ſo that many wit. 
neſſes have been raiſed up in this generation who have declared *: 
order thoſe things which are moſt ſurely belitved amongſt is. i hich 
things are manifeſt in the Light which ſprings from that Eternal! 
Word or Life which was with the Father before the World began, by 
which be alſo made the world. Ss thoſe which God hath raiſed to be 
bis witneſſes unto this age, do not run as uncertainly nor ſpeak by gueſs 
of things, as thoſe do which intrude into things they have not ſeen, 
but what we have ſeen in the Light of the Lord, and bath been fe« 
vealed unto us by bis Spirit, which alſo bath quickene1us and give A 
unto u5 an inward ſenſe of the mig hty working of Gods powerw hereby Y 
he is able to [ubdue all things unto himſelf; [ſay, what is thus mantis 
feſt and known by good "_—_ through Judgment and mercy, di- ; 
vers have taken in band to declare, in order to inform the minds of b 
others in this generation, unto-which the Lord hath raiſed up many 
witneſ» 


To the Reader. ; 
witneſſes who have taken their lives intheir hands, and runto and 
fro according to the Prapheſie of Daniel, that knowledge may be in- 
creaſed, becauſe in the day of Gods power they were maZ willing to 
follow Chriſt 7eſus ( who hath enlightned them \ in the dayly Crofs, 
and tor his name ſake have e ndured great tribulations, for youn ſelves 
hnow' what tryals of cruel Mockings, what Stonings, what Buffetings, 
chat (mpriſonments and $tripes the Servants of the Lord ſuffered at 
+ heir entrance among#t you, even as thoſe witneſſes which God raiſed 
p unto former ages, were for the mos part rejeted by that gener 4- 
tion wherein they lived, yet being dead, their life ſpoke unto ſucceed- 
ing Generations, and their names are become precious, and the ſayour 
of that life which was manife$t in them hath reached through pgene- 
rations, and ſhall remain. for ever as a Crown upon their heads, 
though in their time they were as ſigns to be ſpoken againſt and made 
Spetiacles unto the World, Angels and Men, and no better efleemed 
by many then the filth of the World, and as the off-ſcouring of all 
things ; therefore it is a ſmall thing unto us whom God hath raiſed 
up to be witneſſes unto this generation tobe Judged with mens Judg- 
ment who are Aliens or Enemies in their minds to the life of Gsd, 
which was and is the light of men ; for ſuch never coul.t, nor can to 
\ this day diſcern things that differ, and therefore are not capable 
to give true judgment in the things of God, becauſe thoſe things 
knoweth no man but by the ſpirit of God ; thereſote;pben you ſhall 
read the enſuing writings of the faithful Servant of God, William 
Smith, let your minds be ftaid inthe light and led by Gods good 
ſpirit, whereby you may be inſtructed into a right underſtanding of 
the things therein contained, for we' clearly ſee that even that kind 
of Learning is neceſſary to a right underſtanding of all Scriptures 
that is given by inſpiration of God, and therefore thoſe which were 
not learned of the Father come 10t to Christ in the days of bis 
fleſh, and thoſe which were not learned of Chrift, nor eftabliſhed 

' by that Grace and truth which comes by him, did wre$t the wri- 
tings of the Holy ApoSFtles, and other Scriptures to their own 
deſtruction ; and if this happened unto them who were in ſo large 
a Meaſure endowed with power from-on high to have thur words 
and writings reſted by men of corrupt minds, and deflitute of the 
teachings of the ſpirit which puidles into all truth though other- 
wiſe they were Learned or Litterate, and under$lood the Hebrew 
and Greek, Tongues ; it cannot be expedited but that if the writings 
| of 


To the” Reader. 
of this Servant of God in whom was manifeſt a meaſure of the ſame 
power from on high, ſhall fall into the hands of ſuch men they al- 


ſo will wreſt bis Words, and labour to pervert the minds of peo- 


ple from the right way of the Lord, wherein he diredted them to 
walk, according to the Ability given him of God who found him faith- 
ful in a little, and increaſed his talent till he was made ruler 
over much, approving himſelf as a Miniſter of Chriſt, in Tumults, 
in Labours and Travels, in Watchings, Neceſſities, and Diſtreſ- 
ſes which came upon him through the often ſpoiling of bis goods, and 
through long and tedious Impriſonments of his body all which be pa- 
tiently endured, as ſeeing him that is inviſible that he might hold 
faft Faith and a good Conſcience, whereof he never made Shipwrack. 
but was more then a Conqueror through Chriſt Jeſus, who loved him 
and armed bim with righteou(neſs on the right hand and on the left, 
ſo that by pureneſs, by kindneſs, by the holy ſpirit and power of God he 
was approved as a faithful Labourer in the Work, of God in the 
hearts of thouſands of Gods people among whom though being dead, 
he yet ſpeaketh, and his memory ſhall never depart from the Gene- 
ration of the Juſt, many being turned to righteouſneſs whils? he 
declared in order thoſe things be moſt ſurely believed, and the 
Books and Epiſtles which were written by bim, and are bere Col- 
lefted together and preſented unto you that they may ſland upon 
Record, and be a teſtimony in Generations to come, that your Chil- 
drens Children may be perſwaded and encouraged to put their 


. truſt in God, not doubting but that you will gladly receive them 


even as you received the words of Truth which dropped from him 
and were ſweet unto your taſte as the honey and the honey Comb, 
mbile$} he was converſant among you, ſo unto that holy ſpirit of 
God which hath given you life, whereby you bave an acceſs un- 
to God, and are come to have fellowſhip with him, and with the 
innumerable company of Angels, and with the Spirits of Juſt men, 
among$t whom the Author of the enſuing Book, lives and reigns 
with Chriſt Jeſus, I Recommend you and what he bath Writtten, 
defaring that you may be edified and built up in that holy Faith 
which works by love into the obedience of God in what he bath 
manifested unto you, and that by the Inſpiration of the Almigh- 
ty you may have an underſtanding in all things that belong to 

"i your- 


To the Reader, 
your eternal Peace, and be flrengthened in all things to the finiſh 
ing that teflimony which God hath given you to his Praiſe and 
Glory over all for ever. 


John Whitehead. 


WT. 
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SEVERAL TESTIMONIES 


Concerning 


_ William Smith, 


Friends, 


Being ſo neerly Related as a'Wife to William Smith, a dear 
[| and faithful Lover of the Truth, I feel ſomething upon me 

togive forth this Teſtimony concerning him, for being ſo re- 
lated, I may have knowlcdge of him in ſome things more then ano- 
ther, About ſeven years I was his Wife, in the fear of God I 
{hall take my liberty -in the truth, and according to the Know- 
ledge I had of him, I ſhall ſtarid fingle in my Teſtimony, as if 
in that manner 1 had not been ' fo related. © I have known him in 
many Tryals and Atflitions, yet tnever knew a haſty word to 
come forth of his mouth, but true contentment appeared in him 
in every condition ; his Faithhe ever kept in the power of God, 
and he often delivered him, and to him alone he gaverhe glory, he 
was a man of a meek Spirit, loving Peace and quietnels, yet bold 
in the Truth and power of God-z He ha@ fix Children by a former 
Wife, to, which he was a Joving-Father,.yer ever bore a good au- 
thoriry: over them inthe wiſdome of the truth, and they were lo- 
ving tohim; he was very tender towards me, always living in love 


. and peace with me, he had indeed a Husband and a Fatherly 


care for us, which he ever caſt upon the Lord, in mind being free 
trom thecares of this world, having it exerciſed upon things a- 
bove, and/ the ſervice unto which he inthe truth was called; and 
for that end he by the grace of God had received from himarexcel- 
lentgifs-of his power and wiſtome, through which many was'con- 
vinced- and turned from the power of darknels, and the deeds 
thereof, ro behold and obey the ' marvellous light : 
a 2 


lis ht, he wis' a dayly labourer intl.e workof God, as in writing 
many ſerviceable Books, {everal of which hedid in times of his Im- 
priſonment, and in time of his liberty he then viſited the Children 


of Light, tothe nouriſhing, ſtrengthening, and refreſhing of them 


in the life thar is pure, and as he felt them ſenfible of, and in the 
pure life, he. alſo with them was greatly refreſhed, ever returning 
praiſe tothe God of power and glory, praying himta preſerve them 
in the holy habiracion of life, cver there ro dwell, (o that notemprati- 


on or preſentation which from the power of darkneſs ſhould berai- 


ſed, might be able to draw their minds from thence, exhorting and 
warning them to ſtan in the power, and in the Light to keep their 
Watch, before the brightneſs of which,darknels and its power would 
flye away, he ever kept true Judgment over that which would Ram- 
hle abovo che pure Plant, he was a, dear lover, and truly honoured 
thoſe which faithfully by the power of God laboured that the preti- 
ous Seed might be railed, that fo i might ſpring and grow up unto 
him, who over all is bleſſed for ever. 4 | 
Now as before | being about ſeven years his Wife, it pleaſed 
the Lord God whom he ſerved, to. vifit his body with 1IInefs, and 
much pain, above what he had formerly done ; for about ſeven or 
eight weeks in which timel did fee his body ſhould be taken from 
me, ſomething how it was ſhewed me was after this manner ; I did 
ſee as if we both was walking ina fair room, and as if after a few 
words being exchanged betwixt us, it.was as if by a great power I 
beheld his body ſuddenly taken from me, and carried forth of the 
door, and left in a fair green place, and then it was inſtantly ſhew.. 
ed me he ſhould not recover; this thing;ſeized much upon me, cau.. 
 fing exerciſes many ways, bur to the {t1|Ineſs I was brought, and to 
the will of the Lord (whoſe hand, brought us together) to give 
him up, and in the Spirit to feel his life as it was, and is in God to 
whom the living gives glory and praiſe, feeling his power in the 
life everlaſting over death, and its power to. ſtand for ever. Afﬀer 
he had been ill ſeyen or eight weeks, his pain began to ceaſe, but 
he continued in weaknels, not going abroad, then he was taken 
'with a Feaver, ſoin great patience waiting upon God, having his 
mind much retired, he (pake little, then continuing about two weeks, 
many Friends being in theroom, one evening litting in filence, he 
| being in Bed, turned towards them, and plentitully declared of the 
great loye of God, and friends was much refreſhed and tendered, 


he 


$ 


he alſo teſtified of a large portion which he had in the life eternal, 
and then he ſpake to Friends to be mindful of the Truth, and of their 
ſervice therein more then of their dayly tood, ſo committing them 
co the Grace of God, he at that time ceaſed, being ayain much rc1- 
red in ſpirit for ſome days, the day before he was taken away he de. 
fired all his Children ſhould together come unto him, and he as a 
tender Father, tenderly exhorred them to keep in the fear of God, 
and to love the truth, and he then would bea Father and a Portion 
unto them, {0 the next day being the ninth day of rhe eleventh 
month, 1672. about the fitth hour inthe Afternoonas he was fitting 
being up, and I being by him, he ſpake to meas that he would ſleep, 
and leaned towards me, fo in great ſtillneſs and quietneſs he 'in my 
Arms paſled away into the eyerlalting: reſt of the Lord God, whoſe 
power at that time | felt a ſtay to my mind, 


Elizabeth Smith: 


Dear William Smith Thou it #s that gives 

A Husband was to me And thou takeſt away, 
And in true Love Tet to the ſingle mind 

We lived in Uaity, _ Thou art a þ.rfett Say. 
But now the Body | | 0 bleſſel be thy Name, 

He hath layed down, | Thou powerful God of Life, 
And in the Life Eternal Thine ever live with thee 
He hath a glorious Crown. And walketh inthy light. 
0 thou bleſſed Power Te Children of pure Light, 
How wonderful art thou, | Give glory untoGod on kigh 
All in Heaven and Earth, Over death in his own life 
7o thee muſt truly bow. To us be gives the Vifory, 


Nottingham the 20th, day of 
the 5th moneth, 1674. 


Several Teſtimonies, &c. 


"Þ His we haveto ſay concerning the Author hereof Villiam Smith, 
a Man well known amongſt us; whoſe birthand Education was 
at Beſthorp in the County of Nottingham, who' lived moſt - of his 


time there, except ſome. f-w years, being a man of good eſteem in * 
his Country, and educated aiter the manner ofthe betrer: ſort 'of 


Yeamen-mens-ſons, who ſerved in the office of a Chiet Conſtable for 
teveral years, a wiſe man and not ealily provoked, and a man zealous 
for God, from his youth, and for Religion ; and was a Paſtor of an 
Independant Society, and lived after the ſtriQtelt manner of that Set, 
. before hewas convinced of the everlaſting Truth of God, which was 
about the year 1658, and fince hath been a faichtul Labourer in the 
Goſpel, and a deep ſufferer forthe Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
and though dead, yet liveth, and his name is recorded in therecord 
of the righteous, and this asa ſhort Teftimony -irom us who hath 
been fellow ſufferers with him according to our meaſures, 


From Beſthorp inthe County of Nottingham. 


Thomas Elſam, Fobn Theaker, Robert Shaw, 
| Ann Shaw, Elizabeth Elſam. 


Havethis Teſtimony further concetning this faithtul Labourer, 

viz. He was a man wholly given up in the ſervice of truth both in 
perſon and eſtate, and did ſpend and was [pent for the truths ſake, 
& his ſervice was very great and likewiſe his care over theChurches, 
and a tender fear leaft he ſhould make the Gaſpel'chargeable, trayel. 
ling oftentimes in much ſtraightneſs and weakneſs of body, yer was 
carried on, and born up in that life that 1s over alk; much more might 
be faid concerning him, but this in brief from 


Thomas | Elſam, 


_—C——_——I - o”— 2 -- - 


Dar William Smith was a faithful Labourer-in the Goſpel who 


ſpared not himſelf but was valiant for the Truth, be was freely - 


given up in the Work of the Lord, to'ſpend and be:ſpent in his ſervice, 
whoſe labour and travels was great inthe ministry, and ready upon 
all occaſions to be ſerviceable for the Truth, and was a great ſufferer 
for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, who ſuffered much for Tythes by 


{mpriſoument and other ways, in much patience : this is my TeStimony, 


John Reckleſle, 


5 ak. OS ILDESRSS... Lot 
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Several Teflimonies, Rc. 


| Ear William Smith was a man who was indued with a large 


# meaſure of the gift of God, and through faithfulneſs thereunto, 
did come to experience a great increaſe thereof, by which alſo be attain+ 
ed te a high calling in Godthrough Jeſus Chrift our Lord, and was 
a faithfnl MiniSter and Steward of the high myteries of the everla- 
ing Kingdom of Life and Peace, which he plentifully declared unto 
others as be bad received jreely from his Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chrift, 
in whsſe light he had believed, and by faith received him by wham he 
receiveded Power alſo to become a Son of God, by which be knew the 
love of the F ather towards all the Sons and Daughters of men, and 
in the ſame Univerſal Love, hetravelled from plate to place to Preach 
Repentance, and declare Remiſſion of Sins through the 'pretious blood 
of Feſus Chriſt, to all that believed in bis Light, and walked there- 
in, by which many were convinced, and ſome converted through obe- 
dience tothe Truth, which he declared of, which are as a /. al to his 
Miniſtry at this day, to God only be tbe Praiſe and Glory for ever. And 
he did often Stir up the pure minds of thoſe who were grown in the 
Truth by way of Remembrance, through the excellent gift that was in 
him, that they might be eStabliſhed in the Truth for ever. All which 
this following Vollumn will evince to all that are kone$} hearted and 
can ſavour the things of God, and as be was made an able Miniſter 
of the ſpirit, ſo as with boldneſs to declare the Truth, notwithflanding 
the oppoſition he met withall ; ſo was he alſo furniſhed with thefruits 
of the Spirit, viz. Meekneſs, Patience, Gentleneſs, and the like, by 
which he didu dergo long and tedious Iupriſonmentsin ſeveral pla- 
ces of this Nation, for bearing his Teftimony againſt Tythes and other 
evil pratiices both of Prieſts and People, and not only ſo but the 
ſpoiling of his goods alſo, and took, away moſt of his outward eſtate, 
upon the account of Tythes, although his Adwerſary kept his bod 11 
Priſon: theſe and ſuch: like carnal dealings be met withall from the 
men of this world, yet through all theſe things he was not moveg. but 
firmly kept through the Power of God, and ſuffered chearjully the 
tpoyling of his Gnods, having in Heaven a more enduring ſubſtance, 

and though he was often viſited with Sickneſs, yet was he kept in much 


Patience and Content, and much of the preſence and power of the Lord 


did appear in him many times, when he was in great weakneſs of body, 
to the admiration of the beholders, untill at letgth it pleaſed the Lord 
to put anend to his travail, and take bim from amengst men into the 
everlaſting reſt, where Ido believe he is aſcended, there to remain for 
ever and evermore. Now 


Several Teflimonies, &c. 
Now this is what was upon my Heart to write as a Teftimony to the 


jr_ of my dear Friend. who is departed this life, which 3s our 
0 


5, but his advantage, from wbom Ihave received much ſpiritual re. '. 


freſhment, with many more who have truly cauſe to praiſe the Lord for 
bis goodneſs to his ſervant whom he raiſed up to bear a faithful Teſti- 


mony unto his Name and Truth in this Generation, even to the end of 


bis days. And now my dear friends, who are yet left behind, and have ,, 


not yet attained unto the Reſurrefion, and the faithfulneſs of life and 
glory, which many of our dear friends is entred into ; "1h let us pre(s 
forward in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, which name you know is above e- 
every name for getting thoſe things tbat arebehind, and laying aſide 
every Weight and Burden that would hinder us in our Journey, run- 
ning the race that is ſet before us in the ſtrength of the Lord Feſus, 
_s in the Power of his might ; So ſhall we not fall ſhort of his ever- 
laſting Kingdom, and the weight of eternal Glory which is theun- 
ſpeakable reward of all the Righteous generation, unto the which 
bleſſed Kingdom of Re$t and Glory, God of his infinite mercy bring 
all that truly Hunger and Thirſt after him, that we may behold his 
preſence, and partake of bis glory for ever and for evermore, Amen, 


John |; 0p 


——— 


—— —— 


Lafe, What ſhall I fay concerning Dear William Smith, is not 

(as it were) a Father in Iſrael gone, although we cannor call 

any man Father upon earth, in this ſenſe as a man, yet we can ſay the 
Lord hath made many Inſtrumental in his handto the begetting ma. 
ny Children into his Everlaſting Truth, as Paul was to 7imothy, 
who called him his Son in the Truth, yea, and this I can truly fay 
that dear William Smith was a very ſerviceable man to me at my 
firſt convincement, both in his Declarations and writings, and all 
along fince when I have been with him alone in many deep tryals 
that I have been in, he wasa great help unto me, and an incoura- 
ger of me when I yas hard ſet with the Enemy inwardly and 
outwardly, and never diſcouraged me in the leaſt, and 
the laſt time I was with him, which was at the beginning of' his laſt 
weakneſs of body, he wasa living man inthe lifeof Truth, and I 
was well comforted in his company, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
Oh the ſweet and heavenly Harmony of life that often run through 
| | him 
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| Several Teſtimonies, &c. 

him in the latter end of a meeting,-when he had opened things lo 
the World, to the great Conlolating, ſtrengrhning, refreſhing, and 
incourag ing the Lambs and litile ones in {ſrael, theconfideration 
thereof broke my heart into tenderneſs, when in the life it was 
broughtre my Remembrance, and now what ſhall lfay? 0 Lord & 
my God, let the ſame life, power, and virtue, which often filled thy 
s # en Veſſel William Smith, '#K many more of thy Chil ren, to the 
conſolating, encouraging, and eſtabliſhing thy people in thy everlaFting 
Zrath; Amen ſaith mySoul. Go RY 
© And all dear Friends wait for the fiſin,r bfthe life, #nd quench 
it not in your ſelves nor others, that the Lord may have a People, 


ee RS 


| and Miniſters to bear .a Tetithony for his' Name upon Earth, al- 
though ſome of the antients of [rael may lay down their heads. . 
| Fob Willsford 

| : . 
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 TA-BLE 
SEVERAL BOOKS 
VOLUMN: 


And of the Principal Heads and Matters contained 
in the ſaid Books. 


He Lying Spirit in the Mouth of the falſe Prophet, made manifeſt 
| Anno 1658, Page 1 
The Spirits Teſtimony to the true Light, ec. P.8 

2 The Day Spring from on high, Viſiting the World, Or Gods 

Salvation revealed, and the work of Redemption declared, and the way opened 

into the Everlaſting Reſt ; alſo the two births diſcovered, and their 7 bor L 

mage and the enmity that is betwixt them, with the Lambs appearance in ple- 

ry, and his Power and government exaltea, An. 1659. p.11 
The Faithful Witneſs, Or Hand of Love reached forth, that the blind may 

be guided, and the ſcattered gathered, an. 1659. P.,21, 

Declaring, 1. Mans Sin andRebellion, | 

2. The Long-Suffering of the Lord, 

3. ACalltoall _ to meet the Lord by (peedy Repentance, 

4+ The State of Pro eſlors, wherein they may ſee how t ey are exred 
and how the Serpent hath deceived ani betrayed them. 

5. A warning to all tender hearted amongſt them, ts ariſe axd re- 
cerve-the Hand of Love, that they way no longer abide in dark- 
neſs, but walk in the way of Righteouſne(s where true reſt and 
peace is enjoyei 


6, Truth 


4 
4 


+ + * 


The Table, 


6. Truth Defended and cleared from the Lyes and Slanders, de- 
= by Jonathan Johnſon of Lincoln, a Bapti# in Profeſ- 

100, 
A Tender Viſitation of the Fathers Love to all the Ele& Children, who 
in the Light are gathered, and are worſhippers of the Father in $pi- 
rit rnd Truth, | an, 1660, p.48 
A Short Teſtimony on the behalf of Truths Innocency, Declared that all 
ont of the Truth may ſee their way and proceed no further , with 
a diſcovery of the National Miniſlry,vhoſe time now ts, and is no more. 
\ 1660, p. 59 
The Morning Watch, Or a ſpiritual Glaſs, _— : Wherein aclear di(co- 
very t made of that which lyes in darkneſs from whence wars, Con- 
rentions and Deſtruitions, do ariſe concerning -# Profeſſed Religion. 


I 660, P.69 
C' 1, The Pope with all thag walk in that way, 
| who are called Papiits, 87 
| 2 The Prelates, and all that walk in that way 
Containing alſo called Proteſtants. | 89 
tender Councel 5 3. Thoſe called Presbyterians. 91 
unto | 4. Thoſe called Tadependents. 95 
| 5. Thoſe called Baptiſts. 99 
6, All the Inhabitants of Babylon. Io5 
7. All born of the Spirit who walk in the 
way of Lite. 108 
Allo a few VVerds concerning true Diſcerning and Fudgment. 100 
An Holy kiſs of Peace, ſent from the Seca of Life, Greeting all the Lambs 
and little ones, | I660, 8g 


Relief ſent forth into the Camp of 7ſrae!. 


.* . . 94 
; The true Light ſhining in Ergland, To give unto all her Inhabitants the 


knowledge of their ways, whereiz they may behold things paſt, and 
things that are, and thereby come to Repentance, and cjrave 11-44 
which is to come, I 660, 97 


. Alſo ſomething demonſtrated conceruinig the people Called Quakers, 


I. As to their Principle and Prattice, 
. hat they own, and dare not deay, | 
what they cannot own nor joyn withal for Conſcience (1c, 


UW » 


I, Tothe po Authority or heads of the Nation of England 

2. Tothem that were in authority formerly, 

3. Concerning the ſuffering Seed which hath layn under 15 
fered hitherto by beth thoſe powers. | I660, 1 ic 


Sweet Oyl poured forth through the horn of Salvation ; freely ſoz 5/41 4n 
to ſearch the wounded Spirits, and to relieve the weak and feer!: 
Travellers, > I660, 115 


Fo theMancalled Pope. | 1660, 120 


The 


The Table, 


The Cauſe plainly ſhewed of the perſecution which is now upon the In- 
nocent people called Quakers, declaring allo their juſt and honeſt 
Intentions. I660, 121 


The New Creation brought forth in the holy order of life s Whertin the im- 
mortal birth is revealed ana the pretious Pearl out of the mixture ex- 


tracted, I661, 126 
Declared is theſe following Particulars, 

1, The State of Man in the Creation, Chap.1.p. 128 

2. The State of Man in the Degeneration, and alto the Serpents 

working, c,2,130 

3+ The State of Man in the Separation, and alſo the Serpents work- 

ing. : c,3.134 

4. The Way and Works of Man 1n the ſeparation, and allo the 

Serpents Working. C4. 134- 

5. What it is that doth convince Man of evil, and alfo the Serpents 

working. : £.5.136 

6. How Man ſtandeth in a convinced ſtate, and allo the Serpents 

working, F c.6.139 

7. How Man ftands in a converted ſtate, and alſo the Serpents 

working. £.7, 141 

8. The New birth in the Regeneration , and allo the Serpents 

working. c.8. 146 

9. The New Creation in the holy order. £.9.152 

10, The Way and Works of Man in the New Creation, Chap. 16 

We 

A Catechiſm to all Prieſts and Prelates 1661, __ 

To Fohs Fames and his People I661, 171 


A Meſlage from the Spirit of Truth, unto all the World ; Being az invi- 
tation to all that Pant to come, and all that Thirſt to come, andall 
that mourn to come, for the Lord waits to ſhew mercy. IGET, 174 


The Banner of Love, under which the Royal Army 1s preſerved and 
ſafely conducted ; Being 2 clear and perfett vay oat of Wars and 
contentions, with 4 ſhort teſtimony unto the way of Peace IGGI 


«.T 
A Chriſtian Life Manifeſted, wherein « ſhewed, who they are that abou the 


Lamb in meekneſs and patience. IG661,12 


A Manifeſtation of the Loye of God, wnto all fuch as are convinced of the 


Truth, and do not obey it. 1662. 19 

To the Faxhful followers of the Lamb. 1662. 25 

Liberty of Conſcience pleaded by ſeveral weighty reaſons, on the behalf 
0 
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The Table, 


of the people of God called Quakers, and alſo on the behalf of 
others whote Conſciences are tender towards God, with a tender 
Meſſage of Love unto the King. 1663.28 


Goſpel Tydings, wherein is ſlewed what the Goſpel Adminiſtration 
was, the, Apoſtacy from it, and the reſtoration into it again, being 
a Meſſage of true and unfeigned Love unto all that are ſeeking 
peace in their own way, and wearying themſelves in their own wan- 
derings, that they may come to the Light of Chriſt Feſus, and may be 
e(tablijbed in the power of the Goſpel where Life and Peace and reſt 
s witneſſed with a tender greeting, nnto the Royal Off-ſpring of 

God, 1663. P. 3 
An Alarm beaten in the holy Mountain, that Englands Inhabitants may 
awake to righteouſneſs 1660. p,46 
The Work of Gods Power in Man, ſ/bewing what the Spirit of Truth 
., leads to prattice, and what it leads to deny ; written in tove to 
the Seed that yet les in Bondage under the works of Day\ne(:, 


- 3 
LI, 4 


The Shepherds care over his Flock p. 65 


The Narrow Way which leads to life, diſcovered. 
A diſtinction between the true and falſe love [ 


Univerſal Love, i» which a Fiſitatien foweth through the Creation, that «l 
people may be informed into the Truth, and in their ſeve- 
ral places come to walk in the Truth, andlive in the Truth, to be a 


good ſavoury nnto God, and hononr God, I66 3. 71 
1. To Parents of Children. 75 
2. To Mafters and Dames of Families 79 
3. To Servants in their Places, $2 
4. To Aged People 85 
5. Toſuch as live a Single Life, 89 
6. To Young People go 
7. Tolittle Children os 92 
8. Toſuchas are in outward Government I 

9. To Miniſters of Pariſhes ſo called 5 
10, To ſuchas practice the Nations Law 10 

11, To ſuch as Trade in'Weights and Meaſures. I4 

12. To ſuch as buy and ſell in Markets or any other places I7 

A General Exhortaticn. 20 


Something opened concerning Faith, Hope, L:wve, and the VVord, and mans 
reFleſs part and Eleftion, and 4 particular place of bondage, 27, 


2532935 


A Real Demonſtration of the true Order in the Spirit of God; and of the 


ground of all Formality and Idolatry ; with a few words unto ſuch 
x5 are concerned 1n it. 39 


A 


The Table. 


A Mc age of pure Love unto the Inhabitants of the Town of Nottingham, 


1663. 45 

A Demonſtration of the New and Living way. 1663. 49 ; 
A few Words concerning true Diſcerning and Judgment . 1663. 68 , 
A General Epiſtle from the Spirit of Love and Peace unto all the upright : 
Iſraelites, who are born of the Seed that are bleſled for evermore, y 

with ſome things opened concerning the two Seeds, 1663. 76 1 

« 

? 


The Standing Truth, 1» which may be ſeen how every ones houſe is ordered, 
and how their Families are provided, and what Peace they have tn their 


| _ | | 
dwellings, and whether they be Chriſtians or Infhidels, with ſome di- 
rections to the Everlaſting Reſt, 1663; 83 . 

A Narrative of ſome unjuſt and cruel 'dealings of Filliam Pocklington a- | 
gainſt william Smith, 1663. 92 ; 

: 

Some thing touching the ground of Tythes, 1663. 96 


A Catechiſm, wherein many Truths are plainly opened, for the help and ; 
furtherance of all tender hearted people, who are breathing after the 
Lord, Alſo ſomething concerning the Foundation and Principle of | 
the poox afflicted people of God called Quakers, and of their Fazth and 
Love towards God, and their good will unto men. 1664. 109 


A Manifeſtation of Prayer in Formality, and Prayer in the Spirit of God. 


I664. 145 
Joyful Tydings to the begotten of God in all, a word of Councel concern- | 
ing marriage, | I664. 149 


An Anſwer to a Book Intituled Shetineh, or a Demonſtration of the di- 
vine preſence, in places of Religions Worſhip, Publiſhed by Fohn 
Stilling fleet. | 1664. 155 


Some Proverbs of Truth. | $664. 155 


Some clear Truths particularly demonſtrated unto the King and Councel, 
I664., 117 
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Concerning Conformity in matter of Religion and Worſhip. 1664. 124 ; 


A Short Manifeſtation of the main end of outward Government, 1664 
| 130 


The Ravenous Beaſt diſcovered, and the Devourer purſued, Being # Re- 
lation of the unjuſt proceedings and cruel dealings of D, Williamſon, 

wo Presbyter, 1664. 134 
A Free 
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The Table, 


A Free Flowing of the Fathers Love to the Heirs of the Kingdome, 
1664. 138 


Queries propoſed to the Minifters of England, for them to anſwer, that 
there may be underſtanding why perſecution 6 ſo violently proſecuted, 


I664, I4L 
The glory of the New Covenant. 1664. 145 
An Epiſtle to all the Faithful in Chriſt Jelus, 1665. 150 
An Exhortation to Watchfulneſs in the Truth, 1667. 153 

. Man 1s principally to mind his duty to God. 166g. 157 © 


A General Symmons from the Authority of Truth unto all Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts and Officers , y7herein they may ſee what Truth objefteth 
againſt their prattice and proceedings in Caſes of Conſcience 

1668, 161 


The Everlaſting Truth exalted, being a plain teſtimony unto the manifeſtation, 


growth, and proſperity of Truth, alſo ſome dangers opened ard diſcovered inthe 
not receiving truth, or having received it departing from it. 1669, 170 


A few words unto a particular people, 1669. 19x 


A Spiritual Proſpective Glaſs, through which the Rulers and People of Eng- 
land may plainly ſee thoſe things which concerns their peace, 


1670, 197 


An Epiitle to all the called ayd choſen of God, 1672. 215 


The Baptiſts Sophiſtry diſcovered ; wherein all people may ſee how unjuſt- 
ly the Baptiſts deal with the Quakers, and how ſtrongly they bend 
their Bow, and ſhoot their Arrows at them without a Cauſe, 1672.223 
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Reader, [t 3s defired that thee woulde$t obſerve that the year 
of the Lord mu$# be the principal direfions to find out the parti- 
cular Books mentioned in the Table, the Number of the Folio is 
ſet down, and it may be ſome help, but they could not follow F. 

| order 


The Table, 
order, becauſe the Book. was printed in ſeveral places, by reaſon of 
the difficulty of getting Books Printed, there may have ſome errors 
eſcaped the Preſs ; which if thou find, thou art deſired carefully to 
Corredt them; | | 
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Anno Dom. 1658, T 


THE 


LYING SPIRIT 


In the Mouth of the 


Falſe Propher, 


Made Manifeſt. 


Who ſeeks to Pervert the Right Way of the LORD, 
and openeth his mouth againſt che Lord of Life, and denies his 


Light within, as appearcth ina Book Entituled, The DoGrine of 
the Light withiz, the Natural Man, leading to Eternal Life, examined by 
Scripture Light : Se: forth by H. H. which is owned by Henoch Howet called 
a Baptiſt in Lincolue, for whom it is Printed, and by him diſperſed abroad. 


Some things therein beinghere anſwered in the Light 
of the LORD. 


With the Spirits Teſtimony tothe true Light, which every Man that 
cometh into the World is Enlightned withal, leading to Eternal Life ; 
which bath Unity with that Light and Spirit that gave forth 
the Scriptures. 


Declared in the Movings of the Lord for the 7ruths ſake, and that 
all Deccit might made be Maailcft. 


Now will 1 ariſe, ſaith the Lord ; now will 1 be exalted in the Earth ; who ſhall ſex 
Briays and Thornes before the Lord in Batzel. 


and he took pleaſure in the works of his hands, and Man was made 
Lord over them all, ftanding in Communion with the life in God ; he 
had Authority to Govern the Creation in the Wiſdome of God, until the 
ſubrilty of the Serpent overcame him, and prevailed over him, to turn his 
mind from the Wiſdome and Liſe of God, into the'Earth, to foed upon that 
which the Lord thad forbidden, where he entred into the tranſgrefſion, and 
ſell from the Wiſdom and Life from which he received Power and Authority 
ro Govern and Rule, and fo the Curſe came over him; having loſt his Innocen- 
cy, being ſubje& tothe Serpents ſubtilty, which he yielded himſelf unto, to be 
euided by, and ſo was driven out from his place of Excellency into the Earth, 
to cat his bread in ſorrow all the days of his liſe. He that car read this. let him ; 
For that ſubtile Serpent which led into the tranſgreffion, leadeth till in the 
B 


f 
cranſs 


1: the beginning wereall things Created very good, in theWiſdome of God, 


F ' The Lying Spirit in the Atno..Dane. 165.3, 
cranſgreſſion all that yield themſelves to his caticements, and are taken Cap. 
tives by him at his will, and ſo are led by him to oppeſe that in which Gods 
Love is made maniſeſt, to break his head, and to recover out of his ſnares : 
This being the great defign of that coaring Lyon; to keep peopfe in that which + 
he hath led them into, and frorh thar which is to fecoper thenffrom yader i, 
Dominion ; and this is that which was, and is an Enemy to the Righteous Tec 

of God in all its app arances, through, 4&5 and Gygnerations unto this day ; as 
is manifeſt in this Generation of Wicked and ungodly men, who 1a the envi- 
ous Spirit, ſet their faces to do miſchicf, as Hero rarer 1 done, as his 
own words do manifeft, wHd.ſgirb;” He hawiug had to do with a generation 
of men that held forth anothty D ofirine-of (« Rerridad anther means of convin- 
cing of men in their natural c#ndition, tharever Chrift or his Apoſtles did : and 
to prove this by Scripture Light (as hacgllgth ith he names 2 Tim. 4. 23. but 
here js not in the Light of tlie Scriptare,” Ctifs own language ) for there is not 
ſuch a verſe as he hath named ; and fo hg is here ſhut up, and let his mouth be 

{dr ever topped in his ignorance, and btindridſs, 'who! b charging a.ycactatian 
' of, men, with, holding forth ſome ſtrange Daring contrary to Chrift and his 

poltles, and hath no Teſtimony to, what he faith ; and yet he tells us bg is a 
Labovrer ita good Vineyeard; and that kt knows the Enemy now'tageth more 
by Delufions, than by open' Perſecutions ; theſe being the dayes {in which 
if ie were poſſible ) to deprive the very Bir. ., * | 

Anſw. Fohn.ſaw many Deccivers entted into the World in his tre, which 
were thoſe that Chrift Jeſus ſaid | rf perk to deceive the very Ele, if it were 
polcible; and haſt thou boen a Profcffar'fo hany yeari, and halt notieen them 
beſore theſe dayes? If thou had not oppoſed that by which all Deceivers arc 
made manifeſt, and in m"_ Tohn ſaw _ thou _— have ſcen them. 
many years ag0, and: thy ſelf to be-one-'of them, ,who ſpeaks a Vifion of th 
Siva blaia. Ly not fron the phegne; gh s Eord; and this is een of chy 
which is contrary to Chri.and his Apoſtles, and the Enemy which gow rageth 

oth by Deluſions and open Perſecution ; forthe Spirit of Delufion never cea- 
ſed from Perſecution againſt all who boar forth a Living Teſtimony to the Gol- 

&, andthe Power of it, but were always /Encmics to.it, and labouged againſt 
it, as thou'doft, though thy labour be to no purpoſe, ' is 

Then thou ſaycft, © Thoo haft raketi it'upon thee as thy duty to forewarn all 

* men of that. Do&rine that teacheth men to look tothe. Light within them for 
* Dire&ions from their natural condition all along,until they come to that c({are 
© they call their perſe1on. : 

, Anſw. ltis manifeſt from thy own month, that thy work was not wrought 
in God, northy Duty in Obedience to his movings, but taken upon thee in 
thy own will, and performed in thy -own wildome, which is contrary to all 
that are ſent of God, ang, Labourers in. his Vineyard, who do not take upon 
©rbem any thing in their own wills, and call it their duty, but wait on the Lord, 
to be obedient to his Mpvings, to receive from him what is their duty to per- 
form unto him ; ſo the Lord gives forth his word. and it is declared in Righ- 
teouſneſs ; | but that which thou haft taken upon thee at thy own will and plea- 
ſure, is all denyed, not being receuved, from the mouth of the Lord ; for thou 
who denyeſt the Light within, and art forewarning People for looking to ir, 
thou denyeſt the Scriptures, and the Spirits Teſtimony therein, and thereunto : 
For David boar forth his Teſtimony in the Spirit of the Lord, That the Light of 
Chrift enlightned.the world, and in his light they ſaw light. John teſtified that 

Chri} 
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Anno. Dow, 165 3. Wouth of the. Falſe. Pzophet, 8c. 3 


Chrift was the true light that lighteth every man. that cometh into the warld. 


Chrif ſaid he wa; the light of the world: and if this, thou wilt own, which thoy 


ſaye thop art examining by, then (bew wha.thgy.arc? and what ſort of people 
Chrift doth not enlighten? of whether he doth (enlighten people within? or 
kwaays th 3794 and where his Light is to bg. lagked for? and walked in,, and 
prove thy tclf a Laboyrer in Gods Vineycard; for all that were ſent of God, and 
laboured for him, exhorted all people unto the ends of the, Earth, to look un+ 
to Chriſt and be ſaved, and to turn from the darknels tothe light, therefgre re- 
pent and be converged, that thy. fins may be blotted our, thou who arti; the 
Antichriftian ftate. * dj8 

Then thou ſayeſt, *Thou wilt endeavour to fbew, what the Enemy(which thou 
* ſaycR is the Light within) draws people to, which is, to take counſel ac a cor- 
* rupt heart; and ſzift, Itis evident, if they look to that, which they call the 
© light within, to things being in communion, a diſobedjens natural man, they 
* arc like to {ce nothing but airy notions, with ſpiritual working powers to de- 
« lude within them. os in ae on 

Auſw. Haft thou not-made it evident, thay the Spirit of, God liveth.not in 
thee, and that thy body is not the Temple of the, Holy Ghoſt, who , knows 
nothing within thee to take counſel at, bur.s gprropt heat 2. Halt thoy been 
lo long looked at to be a Teacher of others, jangd now brought to cynſeſs, that 
man hath nuthing to look at within him, but a corcupt heart ? Halt thou then 
miniſtred from any other principle,than from a'c@rrupt heart ? For ſhame give 
over deceiving people, and tell them, plainly, wheac it is thau takeſt counſel at, 
ſor ſome have ſeen thee, and. withdrawn frengbee, becauſo a corrupt heart, is 
thy Counſellor, which leads 'thee [into all confuſion, for, thou bere talk'ft 
of a diſobedient natural Man, ang tbat he -.ganpot ſce himſclf otherwiſe, 
if he. look to the- Light within) 3 and; yg$; thou talk'& of obedience, 
to Chrifcts Commangs and Ordinanges in angiker place ; What is thy obedience 
performed in to Chrifts Commandg;and Ordinances ? ſceing thou ſaycht that 
man is naturally diſobedient, and his! heart ;corrypied, and, nothing clſc to be 
looked at within him ? Then hath got the Prince of the'-power. of the Air do. 
minion over thee, who ruleth in all the Chilgren; of  Diſobedience ? Confider 
thy own words, an4 ſee if there be any thing in them belidgs diry Notions. 

Then thou ſaycft, * But if they will ſay, they have no Cammunion with the 
<Devil, or Prince of the Air, then rhou ſaye his defign myſt necds be to bring 
©them to conſulraticn in a heart that is deceitlul and deeſprately. wicked ; 
* and bging deceitful, it will offer darkneſs for. light, and fo unavoidably pur 
© them indanger of being deceived. 

Anſw, Thou baſt unvailed thy ſelf roall the, Children of light, who read 
thee, and ſce what thou art conſulting wich, who denies the light, and hates 
to be refermed by it, and deſpiſeſt the counſel of it, thoygh it Rand a faithful 
witneſs in thy Conſcience to reprove thee of all thy ungodly deeds, which in 
the darkneſs is brought forth by thee, from thy wicked & deceitful heart which 
thou art conſulting with, being glicnated from the life in God, thy fooliſh 
heart being blinded by the Prince of Darkneſs, who hath dominion over thee; 
receive thy own words whi. hthou haſt laid down, and then conſider, what that 
is which makes the heart maniſeſt, by which thou come to ſee the heart to be 
corrupted, and the deſperate wickedneſs of it, and the danger of conſulting 
with it, and what it offers in that ſtate ; ſubmit ro that of God in thee, and 


own plainneſfs of ſpeech, and thou canſt not deny but it is the light that makes 
all 


4 The Lying Spirit in the Anno Dom. 1658. 
all things manifſcft ; for whatſoever doth make manifeps is light, Eph: 5. 13. fo 
the heart being within people, the light which makes it manifct is there alſo, 
and ſcarcheth the heart thorow all the corruption and deceit of it ; far all 
things are naked and bare before it : and this is ſo plain that all people! may 
know that there is that-in them, which ftands a witnels againſt all the deceit of 
their own hearts, and never doth conſent tofin, but reproveth for it, in the con- 
ſcience of every man, which is the light that Chrift Jeſus doth enlighten every 
man withal : therefore be not ſtiff-necked and rebellious, but turn to the Lord 
God of Life and power, and wait in the /ight which he hath cnlightned thee 
withal,, that thou maiſt come to. the knowledge of the glory of God, and to 
fecl his living power mortifying fin in thee, and creating a clean heart within 
thee, before thoutalk of Obedience to Chriſts Commands, and the Apoftles 
Practice: fot until thou obey the reproof of the /izht of Chrift within, and 
turn atthe reproof of it, to be guided by it, thou knoweft not the firſt Princi- 
ple of the pure Religion, though thou haſt made 8 profeſſion many years, nor 
haſt not ſet one ſoot into the way of Chrift, though thou imagine a long travel 
in it, and that thou art come to the end of it. So {ome of thy folly is here ſully 
anſwered in ſew words and plainneſs, therefore filence fleſh, and contend no 
longer againſt that, ia which the love of God is made manifeſt to finners : and 
this I am made to teftifie in the power of the Lord for the Seeds ſake ; and he 
that can receive it, lethim. 

Then thou faift, If they would yer excuſe themſelves, and ſay they do wot take 
counfel at their own heart : then thou ſaiſt, it cannot be evaded ; but if they look 
x0 the light within for counſel, they mu needs look to their own ſouls. 

Anſw. If thou wert not altogether in darkneſs, thou mighteft here ſee chy 
confuſion, who art endeavouring to forewarn people, and knowft nor of what, 
neither can ſhew diftin&ly what it is, but ſaift, If it be not a corrupt heart, then 
it ts a deceivea heart ; and if not a deceived heart, then it is their own ſoul ;: How 
blindly art thou led from all light and truth! for if thou wert guided' by the 
light of Chrift, thou mighteft have ſhewed, in what, a corrupt heart, and a de- 
ccitful heart differs, ( if any difference be) and what the ſoul is, and in what 
part of man it is placed : for if thou knoweft nor this, then art thou wholly ig- 
norant of all that which thou haft been charging a generation of men withal ; 
and all thy imaginations are denyed, and thy confufion and flanders is returned 
again untothee, as dung upon thy face. 

Then thou ſaift, 7o look to th: light within, leads men to look at a Fndoment 
here in this life, and'ſo takes off mans expetiation from eternal T udgment : and this 
( faift thou ) gives licence for luſt to rule, and is an invitation for the world to 
lie ſtill in wickedneſs, and for the Epicure to ſing a delightful ſong to his Soul, Soul, 
take thine eaſ.. 

Anſw. The Saints witneſſed the Lord come neer to judgment, and every 
tranſpgrefſion and diſobeJience to receive a juſt recompence of reward ; doth nor 

the Scripture ftand a witneſs againſt thee ? Did not David witneſs the Judg- 
ment of the Lord to be true ? and «Moſes witneſſed all his ways to be judgment: 
and was not this known by them in this life, which brought them to fear the 
Lord, and to depart from evil, and to ftand in awe, and not to fin £ And doth 
. thisdevy eternal Judgment? orgive liberty for luft or wickedneſs torule ? Or 
brings it not thoſe to ccaſe from the evil, whom the righteous Judgments of 
God take hold upon ? Therefore-woe be unto all Epicures who put the Judg- 
ment of the Lord afar oft, and fit down at caſe in the ficſh, and make their bel- 
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ly their god, minding earthly things, devouring Gods Creation to ſatisfies luſt 
ful appetite, and ſo treaſuring up Wrath again the day of Wrath, and Reve- 
lation of the Righteous Judgment of God, who will render to every man 4c- 
cording to his deeds, when the workers of Iniquity will notbe known by him, 
but muſt a'l depart from him into everlaſting Fire, there to abide under the 
eternal- Judgment : Therefore I ſay unto thee, Repent, and fink down under the 
Tudgment in this life, that all fin and tranſgreſsion may be judged out of thy 
heart by the Light and Power of Chriſt, that- eternal Judgmeat be not thy 
ortion. 

: Then thou ſayeſt, That to look at the Light within cerries a deceived people for 
8 [elf- loving heart, and to an imagination of perfettion, ani that their months are 
full of curſing and bitterneſs and proud , and that their tongues prove them perverye. 

Anſw. And here thou ſpeakeft as if thou wert not to be controlled, but as if 
thy tongue were thy own, and there was no Lord to be over it : but that which 
thou ſlanderf the Truth with, is denyed, (that is to ſay ) That any who are 
2uided by Chriſt the Light of the World, do bring forth any of theſe things 
which thou falſly accuſed" them of, but thou art ſeen and read in that -which 
is eternal, to ſlander the Truth with that which hath Dominion over thee , 
yer is the TYuth pure, and allthy dirt cannot ftain it, and all who live in it have 
a ſure deſence and a refuge from this tormy tempeſt which the Devil hath rai« 
ſed up, even to ſhake the foundation of the Righteous ; but it is a Rock high- 
er than all, andaboveall, which the Righteous are ſer upon, and there tand 
in ſaſety ; therefore cither prove thy words, that ſuch fruits are brought forth 
by thoſe who look to the Light within, and are guided by it ; or elſe own thy 
Confufion, and in it thy ſhame. © ' | 

Then thou bringeft thy Reaſons why men are carryed headlong totheſe De> 
lufions, and mixeft the Scripture with thy Reaſon, ſaying, 1t is evident from 
the Apoſtles Doftrine to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 11. 3. eviaently ſhewing the canſe 
to be Satans transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light, and fayeſt, The word 
Transforming imports the cartying of himſelf through all forms of an Angel or 
Meſenger of Light. ou | 

Azſw. The Apoftles Words T own; andthicy (ball ftand a Witneſs againft 
thee who denies the Light by which he'was'guided, and ſq art gathering his 
words into thy-Reaſon, but cannot' thereby come into the /ife, and ſo thou 
refts in the form, ( outof the power ) where Saran is transforming himſelf, as 
fromthy own words, who faiſt, he carries himſelf through all forms, then 
how canſt thou exclude him from thine ? Therefore I ſay unto thee, and all 
wio abide in Forms with thee, Comeout from him, ſor I deny both him and 
thy Forms ; for it is plain from thy own mouth,” that thou refts in that, into 
which Satan can Transform himſelf,” having the likeneſs, but is not the ſub- 
ſtance ; and theſe are his Minifters who are thes transformed by his deceirful 
working, as Minifters of Righteouſneſs, though they be falſc Apoſtles, de- 
ceitful workers, transforming themſelves asthe Apoſtles of Chriſt ; if thou 
haſt an car open, thou mayeſt hear if theſe be not they who are Jabouring to 
uphold vifible things, as thou haft done in thy Book, crying, The Ordinances 
of Chri't, the practiſe of the Apoſtles, theſe are to be walked in, and fo the 
imitation is taken vp, and the viſible thing is praQiſed,as the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
but the Light, Life, and Power of God is denycd, in which they enjoyed the 
ſubſtance, * which was ſweet to their taſte, who felr that the Lord was good ; 
and this was not a thing viſible nn - them, but enjoyed within them, which 
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was the Bread of Life, and Water of Liſe, into which Satan cannot transform 
himſelf; and this I own, and in my meaſure witneſs to be ordained of God 
from the beginning, who ſatisficth the hungry with the fatneſs of bis Houlc, 
and reſreſheth the thirſty with the Rivers of his good pleaſure ; and this thou 
art a ftranger to, whodenicſt Chriſt the Light of the World, who is the Foun. 
tain where living Mercies are witneſſed : and fo thou erreſt, not knowing the 
Scripture, nor power of God, though thou haſt made a long profeſſion of them, 
and can ſpeak much of them, as the Phariſees could do, and as the Devil can 
do ; yet whileſt thou denyeſt that by which they are given forth, they are as 
Weapons formed againſt thee. | 

The ſecond Reaſon (thou ſayeſt) Is Natwres darkneſs; for (thou ſaycſt ) 
if the Epheſians were ſometimes derkneſ;, then in that ſtate they had nothing but 
darkneſs C [uppoſed Light ] to look wnto. 

Anſ. All who are inthe light, ſee thy darkneſs, who knowſt not Chriſt from 
Natures darkneſs, and calift him a ſuppoſed Light ; for Chriſt was in the Ephe- 

7ans in that ſtate of darkneſs, though by them unregarded, as he is by thee ; 
W herefore he ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt 
(ball give thee Light ; by the reproof of the light were they awakened, ard did 
ariſe from their dead ſtate of darkneſs, and were made light in the Lord. And 
here was ſomething to be looked unto beſides the darkneſs, which reproved 
them in the darkneſs, as ic doth thee and all the World, who refu'e to be gUi- 
ded by it, and reje& Gods Viſitation; therefore thou art darknels, and abideft 
in darkneſs, and knoweft not whither thou goeſt, becayſe that darkneſs hath 
blinded thy mind. 

Then thou ſayeſt, Having ſhewed what this deluſion is a means to draw people 
to, thou wilt xow ſhew what it is a means to draw people from, 

And this thy Wildome lais down in many particulars, ſaying, Firſt, it keeps 
as from ſecking a City that hath Fonnaations, the Dottrine of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, and that theſe people have a Chriſt they account more ſpiritual than the 
Carpenters Son, and that they will not have that man to reign over them. 

Anſw. The City is witneſſed, into which no unclean thing can enter. but 
muſt abide without among{t the Dogs and Sorcerers ; and the Do&rine of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets is owned and enjoyed, and Chriſt is received who iz 
King of Saints + but/ all thy inventions and imaginations are denyed, who 
knowft Chriſt no otherwiſe than as he is the Carpenter's Son, and ſo woylg 
have bim torcign, if this be thy Faith, then prove by plain Scripture that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the CarpentersSon, or that his Dominion is exerciſed in that nature, 
elſe thy own deluſion to be upon thee, and thy Spirit to be a Spirit of Error. 

Thou haſt made ſuch a mixture of thy own inventions with the Scriptures, 
that it is hard to draw the Wine from the Lees, for thou haſt altogether ſet 
Chriſt in oppoſition to the Light wichin, which the Saints never did ; and yet 
thou ſayeſt, They that look to Chriſt, and are enlightned, their Faces ſhall not Ls 
aſbamed. So here thou haſt confeſt none can be enlightned but ſuch who look 
to Chriſt , and thou haſt owned Chrift to be the light which doth enlighten, 
therefore now it is laid upon thee either to confeſs, or deny in plainneſs, whe. 
ther Chriſt doth enlighten people within, yea, or nay? if yea, rhen he js the 
light within which people are to look unto, and be ſaved, which thou art fore. 
warning people from as a dangerous deluſion: If nay, then it is laid upon thee 
to prove by plain Scripture where he is, how he doth enlighten, and how 
people may come to him, and receive him, and be baptized into him, and 
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put himon, and be led by hitn: ſo the Work will be ſhort, and many Words 
need not be multiplyed to manifeſt truth ; for it ftands not in word, but in 
power, though much thou haft laid together in thy Book, as if Truth did 
conſiſt or ſtand in many inventions : I am moved of the Lord to tell thee and 
all pcople, That the Lord is riſen to overturn all the inventions and imagina- 
tions of Man, and all falſc ways and worſhips, which are not in Spirit and 
Truth, and they (hall fall and come to nought, though never ſo ſtrongly con- 
tended for ; but that which is of God ſhall tand. 

Thy other particulars | ſhall here lay down, as in thy Wiſdome thou haft 
drawn them forth. 

x. Thouſaid'it, The Light within draws people from Chriſt appearing in (on- 
wer ſion. 

P From conferming in aſſurance, and working of us up to follow on to know the 
Lord by ſeveral Viſitations. 

3- From the Dofrine of the Apoſtles and Prophets. 

4. From the blood of the Covenant. 

5+ From the Experience of the creating word. 

6. From waiting for commands of Gods loving kindneſs. 

And then thou concludeft, That watching is the light within to bring mz to 
perfettion, will be « vain watch. 

I ſhall here wait for thy Anſwer to be publithed, as to what is laid upon thee, 
for 1 have born my Teſtimony in the Spirit of the Lord, againſt a)l that which 
thou ſayeft the Light within leads people to; ſo in general | do deny that it lead- 
cth any, or draws them from any one of theſe particulars which thou haft laid 
down ; for I am made to ftanda Witneſs againft thee in the power of the Lord, 
knowing that Chrift Jeſus the Light of the World, who lighteth every one 
that cometh into the World, doth lead all that are guided by him, from all 
that which thou ſayeſt the Light within leads people to, and unto that 
which thou ſayeſt it draws people from, that ſo thougart calling the light 
darkneſs, and darkneſs light: And for what thou haft ſaid in thy Confiders- 
tions upon Baxters Papers which thou ſaidt was againſt the Quakers, 
thou haſt there confidered nothing but what is carnal and viſible, ſaying your 
Water is in Fountains and Rivers viſible, and that the natural Tongue of the 
godly can ſhew the Way of Life to the natural car and cyec, and ſoto the un- 
derftanding of the natural man ; and much more ſuch like as this thou haft 
conſidered of, which are all to periſb, as all other viſible things muſt ; and fo 
thy hope will periſh with them, who knowtft not a life above them ; but thoſe 
whom thou haft ſet thy ſelf againſt, know their life to be in that which is c- 
ternal, and will abide for ever, and are made to deny all thy viſible and carnal 
chings, as rudiments of the World ; and this I have alſo obſerved in thy Gon- 
fiderations, Herod and Pilate made Friends, 

1 am moved of the Lord to tell thee, That whoſoever watcheth in that Light 
which thou ſaycft will be a vain watch, they ſhall be defended from the Ene- 
mics power #for there doth the Lord preſerve his people, and keep them from 
the Heathens rage, though thou haſt bent thy bow, and ſhot thy arrows at 

the upright in heart, they ſhall return again upon thee, for no harm ſhall come 
nigh the dwelling place of the Saints of the moſt High; for who dwell in the 
Light arc compailed about with Mercies, and there are made to fing Songs of 
Deliverance ; ſo thou art now to anſwer to what is laid upon thee, and expeR- 
ed from thee; rhat is, To confeſs, or deny plainly, whether Chriſt doth enligh- 
ten 
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ten people within, yea ornay ? and to diftinguiſh betwixt Chriſt and the Light 
within ; for until thou haſt done that, all thy works but confuſion ; which 
if thou refuſe, let thy mouth be for ever topped, as a mouth full of iniquity 
and. perverſeneſs. 3 | 


Let all Fleſh be filent. 


— 


The Spirits Teſtimony to the true Light which every Man that cometh 
into the World is Enlightned withal, &c. 


He Lord Godof Life and Power hath-in this his day made manifeſt to his 
Saints that, which the world cannot believe, who have eycs and ſee nor, 
ears and hear not, neither do they underſtand with their hearts the things that 
God hath prepared for them that loye him ; but*God hath revealed them 
unto his Babes whom he hath gathered out of the World, and hath opened 
their cye to ſee, and their ear to hear, andgiven thema heart 1o perceive the 
things that belong to their peace, which confounds all the wiſe men in the 
world, who are ſearching into the things of God in their fallen Wiſdom, in 
which they can neither ſeg'nor perceive the Myſtery of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chrift, and therefore they take counſel together againſt it, and againſt the 
Lord and his Annointed , crying, Hereſic: and Delufion, Deceivers, Anti- 
chrifts Falſe Prophets are now come, | beware of them that you be not decciv- 
ed with them who talk of a light within people to guide them by > And this is 
the cry both ef Pricſts and Profeſſors at this day : and though'they be at en- 
mity in many things, and oppoſe one another, yet do they all Joyn together; 
and take counſel to ſmite the upright, and make war with the Lamb: there. 
fore in the movings of the Lord it is laid upon me to bear forth my Teftimon 
for the Truths ſake, that none might abide in darkneſs, - and be deceived by the 
Serpents ſubtilty, but that all might be turned from the darkneſs to the light, 
where pardoning mercy is felt and witneſſed, and in love toall in whom the 
living Witneſs is raiſed, that yow-may not be ſoon ſhaken, nor your defires af- 
ter the Truth be cooled, nor the pure be quenched, but that all who are brea- 
thing aſter God, may follow on to know him: for as the Day ſpring from on 
high doth viſit you, all Clouds will vaniſh away, and you will come to ſee a- 
bove them ; and'ſo (in the light of Chriſt waiting) you will come to fee things 
that differ, and diſcern the pretious from the vile, and fo come to know whar 
is.of Man, and what is of God: therefore believe not every Spirit, bur try 
the Spirits whether they be of God, becaufe many falfe Prophets are in the 
world, who are covered with {heeps cloathing : therefore try them inwardly : 
the light makes them manifeſt, and the Wolfe is ſeen within: therefore try all 
thirtgs in the Light, and hold faſt rhat which is goed: for theſe are perilous 
dayes, men are lovers of themſelves, covetous, proud boaſters, curſed ſpeak- 
ers, lovers of pleaſure mpre than lovers of God ; who have a ſhew of Godli- 
neſs, bur. deny the power thereof,” from fuch turn away, for they refit the 
Truth, and are men of corrupt minds, teprobate concerning rhe Faith ; but 
now are they made maniteſt in the }ight”-and rheir madneſs {hall proczed no 
fartt.cr ; for the day hath declared them, and Wolves they do appear to be, 
their work-is tryed of what fort it is, andtheir Foundation proves ſandy, and 
their 
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their building Hey and Stubble ; Therefore be not tollsd up and down with e- 
very wind of Doctrine, for Form without Power will not ſave you; nor can | 
the Letter without the Life give you Peace ; therefore let no man deceive you 
with vain words, in crying up the Kingdome of God without you, as if it 
Exme with Obſervations, but every one wait to know the Kingdom of God with- 
in you ; ſor Chriſt preached it there, which every one is to look unto, from 
whence all good cometh, and the Lords love is freely opened, and his good and 
perfect gift is given, a meaſure to every one, by whict, they are enlightened 
and made to know good from evil ; for God fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, whois the Light of the World, and lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world, that all men through him might believe ; and this 
will be the condemnation of all that hate it, who are in the evil deeds, and will 
not come to the Lighr leaſt their deeds ſhould be reproved ; [ mark J the evil 
deeds are made manifeſt by the light in the conſcicnce of a Natural man, fo 
that he {ces his deeds to be evil, - but he hates the reproof of the Light, and loves 
darkneſs rather , becauſe his deeds are evil. And this is the Lords tender mer- 
cy to all people, That he hath not leſt himſelf without a Witneſs io the Con- 
ſcience of all the Sons and Daughters of Men, which makes manifeſt their c- 
vildeeds, and teftifieth again them, and calls tizem to Repentance, ſo will 
the Lord be clear when he judgeth,, who would not the death of him that dy- 
eth. Therefore all people conſider if ſuch & Witneſs you have not in your 
Conſciences which teftificth againk all your ungodlinels, ard ſcarcheth you in 
ſecret, from which nothing can be hid ; for it makes manifcſt rhe motions of 
Sin in you, anda motion is in the heart, then is it got within you ? And isnot 
that within you atall times, and in all places, which makes the motion of Sin 
manifeſt, and reproves you in your Conſciences when you are in the Tranſgreſli- 
on, either by thought, word er deed 2 I am made to ſpeak plainly to manifeſt 
truth to the loweſt Capacity, that all moderate ſpirits may conſider if that be 
not within them which doth ſecretly reprove them for fin and evil, which is 
Chriſt Jeſus the Light of the World, which, the Serpcntine Wiſdome calls 
Natures darkneſs, and would draw away peoples minds from it, becauſe it doth 
diſcover his Kingdom, and his works are deſtroyed by it; for this end was the 
Son of God made manifeft, That he might deftroy the works of the Devil ; 
and herein is Gods love tendered to all people, who hath enlightned all, and 
by his Spirit ftrives with them in tnis day of his Patience, that his goodneſs 
might lead toRepentance, & that his tender mercy might not be (hut up in dil- 
plcaſure ; and thus doth he wait to be gracious, and makes manifcit his love 
to finners,. in thathe rakes them not away iatheir fin, and in his ſore difplea- 
fure, but gives them ſeveral vifitations by reprovings and convincements in 
their own Conlcienccs for fin and diſobedience, tha; they might turn uato him, 
and feel his love opened as a Fountain of living Mercies: Ard this l am ms- 
ve of the Lord to bear my teftimony to, and there is that in all your Canſ(ci- 
ences that an{wers to the truth of it, unto which I am made manifeftt, which 
isthe Witneſs of God in you all, and reproves you all whoare in your (ns, 
for your iniquities ; therefore I am made to exhort you all in the fear of the 
Lord God, to turn tothe light which Chrift hath enlightned you withal, and 
obeyit when it reproves you, and follow it when ir leads you, and goes before 
you, ſo ſhall you not abide in darkneſs, but your feet (hall be guided into the 
way of peace, which leadeth to Eternal life ; and though the World and For 
mal Profeſſors be criving Hereſic and Deluſion, yet whoſoever waiteth in the 
D Li2ht, 
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Light, ſhall feel food minittred to fatisfie the hungry, andfirength renewed to 
follow the Lord without wearineſs, and walk in his way without fainincls 3 
And this is the Eternal truth of the Lord God. which I am made.to bear fgrth 
my Teſtim-ny to, as1 know it in the Lord , and he that can receive it, let him. 

And now my dear Friends in the everlaſting Truth of God, I feel my heart 
enlarged towards you, even to ſtir up your minds to- the Lord God, that you 
may all keep ſtayed in the Light in which you are preſerved in perſet peace, 
though the Seas Roar, and the Waters thereof ſwell, and the Waves beat in 
the tormy tempeſt, you are at reſt, in your defired Haven, there kept by the 
power of the Lord God ; and though many Clouds ariſe to overſpread and dar- 
ken your glorious day, ſo as to make your Sun ſet in a Cloud yetin the lighr of 
Gods Countenance do you walk as Children of the day, compallſed about with 
his living Mercies ; therefore all keep faithful to the Lord God, in whoſe pow- 
er you are all preſerved, and watch in the Light again your Enemy, for he 
worketh as ſubtilly within as he doth without, and labours to draw your minds 
into earthly things, but abide you in your Fathers Houſe, where the Bread is 
ſure, and the Waters faileth not; wait to feel the love of God ſhed abroad in 
your hearts, and in that love, love one another, and be tender-hearted one to- 
wards another, let all things be done in the pure Wiſdom of God, that he 
may have the praiſe init; keep your ſelves unſpotted from the World, that 
your Garments may be kept pure, and no ftain may be upon them, having 
pure Righ.couſneſs for your Robes; Watch over one another in the meek 
ſpirit, and be not raſh to judge, but ready to admoniſh, that in Love and Unie 
ty all may grow in the meaſure of God, and feel his encreaſe, So all feed upon 
that Bread which comes down from Heaven, and drink of that Water which is 
in the Living Fountain, that you may feed upon that which is Eternal, whilſt 
the Serpent feeds upon the Dult. So in the Light all dwell, that your hearts 
and minds may be kept clean and pure to the living God, that he may delight 
to dwell amongft you, and walk in you, and hays Dominion, and Reign, whoſe 
Right it is, and no Weapon formed again you (hall proſper : Therefore in 
nothing fear your Adverſaries; which is to them an evident token of Perdition, 
but to you, of Salvation, and that of God. 


The End. 
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Day-Spring 


From on High, Viſiting the 


WORL D: 


Gods Salvation Revealed, and the Work of Re- 
demption Declared , and the Way Opened 
into the Everlaſting Reſt. | 
ALSO, 
The Two Births Diſcovered, and their ſeveral Image, 
and the Enmity that is betwixt them. 
WITH 


The Lambs Appearance in Glory, and his Power 


and Government Exalted. 


— 
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T Here is a dark night of _4poſtaſze over the Earth, in which the World 


are «ſleep upon their Beds of Eaſe, and their Eyes are not opened to 

behold the wondrous Works of God, neither can they belicve it though 

it be declared, for they will neither ſee with their Eyes, nor hear with 
their Ears, nor underſland with with their Hearts, but ftand deſpifing the work 
of the Lord, and the Appearance of his Rightcouſneſs : Therefore doth the 
Lord God utter his Voice from his holy hill, & the ſound thereof greth forth into 
the world, and the words reachbeth unto the ends of the Earth, that all may awake 
and behold the Salvation which now is revealed in the Springing of the Day, 
for the acceptable time is come, the Morning Star is i'iſen, the Day is dawn» ' 
ed, the Son of ighteouſneſs (hineth, and it is from on high Revealed, that 
the Eyes of all might be opened who have 'o long ſlept the ſleep of Death, 
that they might ſce rhcir Saviour, whoſe Name ts Feſws, the Eegotten of God, 


the brightneſs oi his glory, and expreſs Image of his Perfon', in whom is the 
: ful- 
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fulneſs, and unto whom ail power is given, the Father is well-pleaſed in him, . 


and none comes unto the Father but by him, there is none beſides him, nor any 
like unto him, who is full of grace and truth, look unto him-all ye exds of the Earth, 
for the day of your Viſitation is come, in which tae grace of God appearcth, 
be ye all turned unto it, that your eyes may be opencd to fegthg love that God 
hath unto you ; for God ſo loved the world, that he gave bis only begotten Son, 
who is the Light of the word, im whomihe Promiſe of Grace is fulfilled, in 
breaking the Serpents head, and recovering out of his ſnare, he it is thatdoth 
Redeem, who is not of the #4ri8, nt Redeems our of the World all that be- 
lieve in him, for he worketh the work of God, and deſtroys thg work of the 
Devil, and cafts out the man of Sin, he fans the Nations with his band, and 
purgeth the floor by his mighty power ; Kings [hall bow before him, Nations 
{ball tremble, the mighty men (hall fall, and Princes fhell be broken by his 
might, who is now appearing in power and great glory to judge the world'in 
Righteouſneſs, unro him doth the Law and Prophets witneſs, unto whom he 
was Revealed, and in his life they Prophelied, and ſpake of the Glory that 
was fthim,. which was to he revealed unto Ages to come, and is now broken 
ſorth in theſe laſt dayes, and is beheld as the glory of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, and theLaw and Prophets have their gnd in/bhim, and arc all fulfilled by 
him who is come to perfe& the work of God, and he hath the witneſs both of 
the Law and Prophets, therefore unto him look, who 15 ſalvation to the ends of 
the Earth, who viſits you in this his day, .and reacheth unto you with a mani- 
feſtation of Light, that you may therein ſee the evil of your doings, and come 
coRepentance, that the true light may lead-you, which is manife from God 
unto you, that thereby you may come out of Darkneſs, Death and Bondage, 
toknow the Redemption which by the Lord is wrought, and plegtifully Ke- 
vealed in this his day, and put not this from you to Ages paſt ( for therein 
you deceive your ſelves) but all look necr, and ſee what you can witneſs of Re- 
demption from your vain Converſation, and Salvation from your Sjn; for it 15 
not your talk of what God hath done in times palt for others, and what great 
Salvation unto them appeared, and how they were ſaved, that will ſave you 
or Redeem you, but to have your minds turned unto that which they were 
Redeemed by, and ſaved in, & to feel the power of it to work eff:&ually in you, 
' asitdid in them who were true Witneſles of it ; for what will it profht you to 
read of the great deliverance wrought by the out-ftretched Arm of God, or 
Facobs Seed out of ZXEgyprs Bondage, if you find not the ſame work wrought 
in you by the ſame power, you ace not 1n their deliverance, but are fil} in 
Bondage, and arc kept in that which they were delivercd from, and ſo his 
work was wrought upon the blind, the Lepers , and the Lame, and theeblin4 
received ſight, the Lepers were cleanſed, and the lame walked, and this you may 
read as itis declared, and yet may your eyes be blinded, and your leproſic nor 
cleanſed. nor your Ancle-bones ftrengthened, you may read of the Promiſes, 
and the Conſolation which they had who did believe in them, and yet you 
may be out of them, and miſs the Conſolation that they found in them, who 
believed in'that unto which all the Promiſes were made, for all the Promiſes of 
God are yea and Amen in Chriſt Teſus ( mark ) yea and Amen are all the Pro- 
miſes in Chrift Jeſus, in whom they ftand ſure, and all your reading and talk. 
ing of theſe things declared, and ſaying theſe Promiſes you believe in, and you 
apply them by faith, and ſo receives the Comfort, it witl not ſtand you inſtead 
in the needſul time, for whilſt you talk of faith, and applying the Promiſes 
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Faith, you deceive your (clves in your imaginations, *being yet in your fins, 
and out of the Faith' of the Son 'of God which' Purifieth the 'Heait, and 
ſo you ate'out of the tdndition of thoſe who lived in the promiles , "and 
knew them-to ftand ſure in the ſeed; Therefore "all unto"rhe light come, 
and in it wait, that you may feel heTims power towork in'you; and bring 
the ſame thing to pals in you, as it hath'don in ag&s before 0, .that wi 
you talk of liberty by Chriſt Feſng, your elves may not be fount Servants wnts 


fin, and-in brndage to corruption, ' for bf” whatftetbr i min 3s ovt cope, unto the” 


ſame is he in bondage, and if you bef6 td Servants tinto fin,” "a acc in bon-' 
dage to it,” and not in the 'freedon'sf" Sh j of Having fined, all gulf” 
unto the light be turne@, "and by 1t BY Redeemed ahd know the power of it to 
work truefrcedom into the ved e- befor&any can troly fay that they 
are ſet free, 'for all muſt and as ny a72 before the'Ford ; therefore think not 
your ſclvesto be above what you arc,* {exit whilftYou think that-you ate ſome- 
thing, you prove nothing, and ſo dettiygyoilt fefytd'; for thert is « groanin 
felr in you under the boridage of corruption, andimnto that dotH the breathings 
of life reach, that the heavy burden might be widone, and the oppreſſed ſet” 
free, which in - you is prefled as Cattti.at is'falt bf ſheaves, and by you in; 
bondage kepr, for unto'the Lord of life arc you foiind enemies and fighting a- 
gainſt [tim, and hate to bereſormed byhim, though long he hath ftriven with, 
you, . and now is the Lord' God hvlding forth plentcous Redemption and 
making known his Salvation, arid in his $oog and perfe& viſt is vili- 
ting all people, that all "may rurn unto the light, and come -out of dark- 
neſs and depart from evil, which' is made manifeft in the Light, and. fo 
come to feel the' Redemption of Godin your ſelves,” and the operation of his 
Spirit which worketh'the work of GoJ, and bringeth forth! fruit unto hoti-' 
neſs, for as in fin you abide,” you arenot redeemed, © neither know Chrift nor 
the working of his poet; but abide in the unbelief and in darkneſs, ' and 
bring forth unfruitful works thereof, 'the imagination of your hearts being al-/ 
ways evil, and that you love, 'and hate the light 7 doth reprove, and will 
not come to it, which doth as truly work in power as it is believed in, as. ever 
it did in ages paft,andSalvation is as truly felt in the leadings of the light,as ther 
felt it who declared of it, and were called out of ' darkneſs into.it ; fo it is of 
concernment unto every one to prove.themſelves, that the pure' rejoycing ybu 
may have in your ſclves and not in another, for the. Lord God is viſiting alt in 
the light, and hath given a manifeſtation of the Spirit unto every man to profit 
withal, then the gift of God you arc not to hegle& in your ſelves, but are to take 
heed unto it, and every motion of it, that your minds may be ordered 
in it, and lead. by it to the knowledge of the living God, whom 
to know is life cternal , and none did ever come to the knowledge of 
him, but as they were turned to the light and heeded the light which 
ſhone in their Heart, in which the knowledge of his Glory is maniſcſt 
in the Face of Chrift ; and do you think to come to the knowledge of God by 
another way ? be ye tried in this ye Priefts and Profeſſors and all people, if the 
knowledge of thetrue God you be come unto, whom to know is eternal liſe,are 
you come to know this, or are you not in that knowledge which can never 
come to know the true God? be honeſt with your ſelves all of you, and fce if 
you be come to that in which the knowledge of his Glory hath beenTrevealcd 
from the beginning, for now it is the ſame as ever it was, and it changeth nor, 
bu” is witneiſed through ages and generations to be always the fame, withour 
any variablcneſs, for that which Abel "Y guided by, andin which he offered 


or 
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up 3 $exriicy in righteouſneſs, the ſame guided Noah, ..and in it hepreached 
rightcouſneſs, the ſame appeared unto Abrabew, 4nd. he behieuyd in it,  avd 
Was ; vided by it, and repoyeed #0 ſeeit, i was connted unto himforrighteosl-. 


ne, f ing in this'werg ſecrets revealed unto the Propbcts, xMeſes live&:in ir, and: 
b ke maniſgſtgtiqn of it was the arha/ ya ned $0, his underftanding, and 
i fr to the bepjnging, and fo declared.in the openings of lifes and ll the; 

oly men of God were inſpired by it, and gave forth che Scriptures in the mo-- 
nag ofje, he that hath Ears1o bear lethim hear,. lor.this was a perfect guide 
unto all that be 


Wren: do 


witneſs uato Mi word which was in the beginning with God, 
ang} was God, .and hey had Redemprion by him, and Salvagian- ap bim. 
hd believed.” gnd this was a gyide unto the righteous from the, beginning, 
ahd would er -bave another Lk nom 2. you have loſt that which guides hor 
ly ol and rightcqus men, pael Ao the knowledge of the living God, 
and you feel that you ary $4196 to, bring yay to God, - but take, net heed to 
that which is manifeſt from him, which doth repravs; you. as. you are aut of 
the way, and would lead you.in the way of life would you turn uate is, but 
you hating 'the reproof of it, do not. come to know it, and ſo you fol- 
low Dy which leads you in the way of death ; forthat whichgyitled. Abel, 
Noth and Abraham, and all the haly menin times paſt, when they had no vi- 
ible thing to be a guide unto them in the (way of life ; jt is the ſame naw, and 
as-ſufficient now aseverit was, gnd they; were made holy and righteousin ig, 
and were accepted of God ; And would you be better than they-weee, who 
were righteous men, and Holy men, .xedeemed from the Earth,: and ſaucd by 
the Lord, and were accepted .of him? Confider of this, for thereis not ano> 
ther Rule beſides Chriſt who 15 given for 2 ader, that he may be; Salvation 
unto the ends of the Earth 3; therefore all come unto hin, aud, in his light 
believe, that you may ſeg! his, power to, work in the inward, parts and purifie 
your Hearts, for there is a meaſure given unto every one of you, thes. doth re- 
proye you in ſecret as your N nds be alter evil, be ye turned unto. ig, that you 
may ſcel the work of it, to xl off the weight that lyoth upon you, ex the fin 
that ſoeafily beſet 5 you, that tha ſecd out of | 6 may ariſe. and come farth y 
for as the light js believed in, ſ9.is the power felt, to rend the vail and ſcatter 
the Clouds, and make Mountains fall and Hills melt, and is dreagful to Pharg- 
oh and all the Egyptians ; :hetbatis wilg in Heart may read how he is 4cquaige 
ted in his own particular with the operation ef Gods Spirit, for Redemption is 
plentiſully revealed in this preſent age as in times paſt, and many bear trug 
witneſs of it, who, have felt his power that worketh in the day, who hath 
made known his Salvation, and revealed his Glory, and brought'mgny Song 
and Daughters unto it, where they know the Truth that maketh free, and arg 
redcemed from the Earth, and ſaved by the Lord, and their minds arc aftes 
Heavenly things, and they worſhip God day and night in his Temple, and 
give Glory unto him that fits upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever, and this is the true birth that is born of God, whole Image is Hea- 
vznly, and he works the work of God : and all that believe iv him 
arc ſaved by him, for the Devils work he doth deftroy, and the fin he takes a- 
way, and that is done by him which no other could do, and fo doth the Re- 
dcemer live, and the ſtone Ele& is known that is pretious, which «ll the wiſe 
bu'lders ſet at nowght, and are bringing forth falſe births in their own Wills, 
which bzar the Image of the Earthly, and neither redeem nor ſave ftom ſin, 
but they abide in darkneſs and bring forth the works thereof, and arc in the 


Houſe 


eved in it before writing, was, 20d all the wardy that ace. 
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| life, 
el-ſuch ſwear the 


and makes a great ſhew of Godlineſs, and in +h#t-Gbvries,/ bit the poviy : 


ge voto you all; wy 
Pricfts roſeſſors, that unto the light you iritty'be tired, © and have Joo 
the © power uf 


of him- of whom the Scriptures weſtifis';' Ar be uit 
God wnto Salvation #0 all that believe, and; bet will teach you Trath 
iaward parts, and make you tobe of uaderftanding'Hearts, ro knowR L 
tion by him, and Salvation in him, who gives' treo ſreedom' oot of bondaye, 
and leadeth into the Fathers love whero all ſears «re eaſt out;- and te Þs 
removed, the fleſt-being ſubdued, and the falſe birth Crucified, his'righteouf- 
neſs is reeceived ir} whom the Father is well pleaſed, and this is the day of Re- 
demption which from the beginning was & is now witnefſcd to be the fame, & 
ſo declared in the Spirits power & net.in words which mans wiſdom teactieth, 
for that iscarthly- and caannot reach unto things above, nor khow the re) 
of the Heavenly, and that makes the World fo ignorant of thethings of God, 
becauſe they are from the Spirit of God, in which ſecrets are revealed, und 
in which the MyRtery is opened, and the only true God known, and Jeſqs 
Chriſt whom he hath ſent, which none can comprehend or Know with that 
which is in the tranſgreffion, and at anmity with God, though words they 
may have, andin them be puft up, yet from the life they are found, "and in 
their carnal minds arc at enmity againſt it ; Therefore miſerable will all your 
Comforters be, who know not the Conſolation of 7/-2el, and in the day of 
calamity your ſtrength will ſgil and your Hearts faint, and it is coming upon 
you, x* will be heavy upon your Headsg, And who then will remove it or 
take it fromyou, whoknow not Chrift withiÞ you ? Thereforc all know this 
from the Lord, that form without Power wAl not ſave you, ' nor the Tictter 
without the Life will give you peace, and if either be found. amongſt you, Tet 
your Do&rine and praRtiſe be examined, and let it be trycd what Image it bears, 
ſor you wariting the Life and Power of God, your birth is fleſhly, and born of 
the fleſh and of your own Wills, and not of the Will of God ; Therefore 
ariſe and depart, for it is not your reſt, you are polluted, and your Image is 
defiled and muſt be deſtroyed; for he appears againſt you whoſe Image is Hea-» 
venly, and you muſt be taken and ſlain before him, becauſe you wilt not 
that he ſhould reign over you, for he is deftroying Amtichrift with the brightneſs 
of his coming, and with the Sword of his Spirit is he ſlaying the wicked, and all 
fleſh is but as Graſs before him, for he is blowing upon all your Glory, and it 
fades away & dies as the untimely fruit, and if your Eyes were nat blinded, you 
might ſee the Arm of God daſhing you one againſt another, & breaking you in 
picces as potſheards of the Earth, and ſcattering you as the Sun ſcatters the 
morni-g Clouds,and this is the day of Glory which ſhineth forth in brightneſs, 
and diſcovers all your emptineſs in the Son of righteouſneſs, who is riſen in 
power, and gone forth rejoycing, and alF your /dols of Silver and Gold rhuft be 
broken down by him, and the carved works of your own Hands muft fall _ 
int, 
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bin, for his Image # Heavenly, though you have marred it and Jee- #9 comre/i- 
nels rnjt, that,ygu ſhould defire it, becauſe the Worlds Glory is nor'upon it, 
therefore cannaqt-you believe that it is he, bat put bimi to open ſhame,. and with 

our ſenſual wiſdom ( hay Papi and under your carthly carnal minds burics 

iſh, and ſet; your; own Life above him, and fo is"oun. Lord. Cr in the 
Streets of {piritugl, Sodom and «Aigypr, where he is trodden-under/fogt,and deſ- 

ighefolly uſed ;.; conlider if ye;benot found enemics 19 God,”, whochates: the 
F he, and loyg.your, eyildecds better, walking after thr fleſb and ſ@iefing the 
laſt-thereaf, {t the. luſt above -thelife,, which makes the ſced to proan 
unger;the of corruption , bear ing the cartbly, Image which is in 
the tranſgreſlion 5 Now all be awakened; for the; day'is come, and.abe truc 


m 
0G or this isthe: only begotten of the Father, which is come in power and 
greatGlory, to putznend tofin, and deftroy the work of the Devil that the 
gnds may beunlooſed, and, the Priſoner freed, and every captive Redeemed 
by. his ,out-ftretched Arm, this is good Tidings wnto the poor, Salvation is come, 
that the mourners may be comlorted and the fecble ftrengthened, that all who 
breath after God, may walk with him in the light of the living ; -Now let all 
fic.þ be filent, ſor God is riſen the Glory of all fleſh to (tain, and Nations and 
Kingdoms to ſubdyuc, who,tand exalted above him, and bring forth a birth 
that. is not of his begetting, but,is of Hagers ſced, and rifeth up againſt him, 
and.as is open enmity with him, deſpiſing and reje&ing, reproachiog and revi- 
ling, Crucifying and Slaying the appeararce of him who is the expreſs Image 
of the Father ; Now let all be meafured with the line of true Judgment, and 
then it will be ſeen unto whom this Condition will reach, and who they be 
thac are in the emnity, and ia that exerciſe cruelty againſt the Lord of Glory, 
diſdaining and corniag, reproachjpg and perſecuting the Life of Uightcouſ- 
neſs, the day of —_ 15 come hrone is prepared for Judgement, and 
he that Judgeth Right fits upon it, who is'the Lord of Hoſts ; come ye Pricfts 
and OH phe before him, and ftand your tryal, he will do you no 
wrong, but will paſs true Judgment, according to the evidence which (hall be 
given in by the Juſt witneſs in your Conſcience, and then will you ftand 
guilty before the Lord, for the ſentence will paſs againſt you, and the Judge- 
ment will fall upon you, and a Juſt recompence of reward will be given unto 
every one of you, and this is in the breathings of Gods love declared unto 
you, that you may once turn before Repentancebe hid from your eyes, for 
you have oft keen warned, and {ill you have refuſed it, and hated 70 be reformed; 
now look wnto him whom you pierce, let your joy be turned to heavineſs, ana year 
langbter into mourning, that you ſhould ſo deſpiſe him who would have you 
to be ſaved, and ſo evil intreat him who hath ſo long ſuffered and been patient 
towards you ; Now ftand till in the pure fear of God, that you may come to 
{ce Salvation, which is ſo plentifuly revealed and made known in the breakings 
forth of the love of God in the light,that you may come to witneſs Redemeti- 
on by bim who is the way to the Father, whoſe coming is prepared as the mor- 
ning, to give light unto ſuch -as be in darkneſs, and this will be known unto 
you all, that it is not want of love from God which will be the Condemnation, 
| but 


1 * 


— ——_—_ a. 11>. Cs. * 


. RE. 


1659 Utiſiting the Wold, 17 
but your hating the light which from his love is made manifeſt unto you, 
for a manifeſtation of the Spirit there is given unto you all, that you thereby might 
prefit, and who joyns to the Spirit, joyns to the Lord, and denies the evil 
deeds, and comes out of imitations, and over all falſe births to the birth im- 
mortal, before which the falſe birth dies and comes to an end, and all imi- 
tatieris withers and conſumes away, and in that are you glorying, which the 
Spirit of the Lord is blowing _ and blaſting,and hou gh you be heightned 
in your glory, and ſtand as if you were rich, and had need of nothing, yet 
are youfathomed tothe bottom, and your ground is tried, and you are ſeen 
to be poor gnd miſerable, and the oe doth reach unto you who are covered, but 
not with the Spirit hf the Lord, | 

Therefore come down you high and lofty ones, who have climbed up a- 
nother way then by the door, you are Thieves and Robbers, and have ſtollen 
words from your Neighbours which is not your own, and have ſowed them 
together, and made you a covering, and in it ſtand decked as a painted har- 
lot, yet will notall this. hide you from the pure eye of God , for he is enqui- 
ring after you, and his voice reacheth unto you, and in the cool of the day 
hecomes to ſee where you are, you being erred from him, and out of Com- 
munion with him , for Adam was fallen trom God, when it was ſaid unto 
him, Where art thou? read inthe fear of God, and try your ways and doings, 

O ye Prieſts and Profefſing People, and ſee where you are, whether in the 1n- 
nocency or ſubrilty, in the life or in. knowledge, covered with righteouſneſs 
or with leaves, bearing the Image of the Heavesly, or the Image ofthe Earthly; 
In which of theſe are you ? Conſider, for the day of viſitation reaches unto 
you all who be out of the way of life. Put off your coverings, for they will 
not hide you, nor be:a defence unto you, for now doth the Lord appear againſt 
you, and his controverlie is with you all, xd the day haſtens towards you that 
burns as an Oven, and all the Proud and the wicked mult be the Stubble, and it 
will burn and there ſhall be none to quench it. 

Therefore be not you deceived, for God will not be mocked, he ſees your ways 

and doings, and you cannot hide your Councel from him, though many things 

cu do he hath nopleaſure in them; neither doth he require them at your 
wart he is weary of your meetings, and your prayers he heareth not, though 
you make many of them , but Heaven is ſhut upon you, and the ſhowers dorh 
not fall, and io you area parched Heath that brings forth no fruit, neither 
doth your will-worſhip and fained humility make you ſtand approved in the 
ſight of God , neither do you pleaſe him, nor are your performances accepted, 
for you walk after the Fleſh, and farisfie it in the luſt, and fo joynes to the 

Harlot, and commit Whoredom, and bring forth a Child of Whoredom, 

and the Son of an Adultereſs woman which is at enmity with the Secd of Life, 

and perſecutes the birth that is born thereof, 

But now is the Lord redeeming his choſen, and unto the good land is bring- 
ing of them, in which all wars ceaſeth, and every one comes to kaow a quiet 
habitation in the lot of their own inheritance, and poſſeſſeth their own porti- 
on with joy and gladneſs, and fits under their own vine where none makes 
them afraid , for intothe holy City many are come, where the Lambs Govetn- 
ment is known, wha is ſet upon his Throne, and in great powet doth he reign, 
to ſubje&trthe Kingdoms of the world ; for he is the Lord, and all muſt wor- 

ſhip him, who in his glory doth appear, and of whoſe Government there is no 
exd, for he hath taken to him his great power, and ruleth, and with his own 
F arm 
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arm doth he ſcatter the proud, and with his own arm doth he gather the 
humble, andin his hand doth lead them into the holy City, v here he is 
King for ever, and makes all wars to ceaſe, and feels an everlafting decres. 
of peace , this is the new Jeruſalem come down from God out of Heaven, 
where there is, norcurle, nor ſorrow, nor hell, nor death, but the glory. of the 
Lord: fills it, and the Lamb is the Light thereof, in which many walk-who 
are by his power redeemed from the earth, and are made to fing Songs of de- 
liverance, and give glory unto him that ſits upon the Throne, and unto the 
Lamb for evermore and this 1s the reſt prepared for the people of God, in- 
to which many are entered, and many are preſſing in the light ohghe Lord , 
Therefore ariſe you wearied ones, and forth of Egypt depart, the day of 
God reacheth unto you, that out of dirknels you might come, in which you 
have long ſojourned as in a ſtrange Land, and under a ſtrange Government, 
where you are oppreſted, and evil intreated, ariſe and come forth, the day of 
Redemption is come, and he who is the hght of the world makes' himſelf 
known, and his viſitation reacheth unto.alls oo ©: -/ 

. Stay not behind him, bur his outgoings wait to knaw, who leads in his 
light, and will not leave yuu in darknels, nor under Phiraobs power,” but will 
eaſe you of your burdens, and break open the houſe of bondage, and free you 
from oppreſſion, and guide you in the way prepared to the everlaſting reſt 
Gird up the Loines of your mixas, for (alyation is near you ſtand ſtill and fee it, 
tor the day hath appeared in which Gods arm is revealed, by whichthe Sea is 
divided, and Pharaohs Hoſt deſtroyed , therefore who is Pharaoh, and what 
is his Power that he ſhould withſtand God, is not he the King of Egypr, and 
his power the power of darkneſs? and is not the Lordthe _—_ of Glory, and 
his power made known. in the light, which-is a Plague to Pharaoh and his 
houle? for God 1s mnaſang his power known Logon him, becaule he is his e- 
nemy, and ſtands in his hard heartedneſs againit him, the hand of God {mites 
him, and the breath of the Almi is kindied againſt him, and that is come 
to paſs concerning him, which all the Inchanters of Egypt cannot do; There- 
fore a warning this is from the Lord God unto all that be his enemies, and 
are found fighting againſt him, and reſiſting the light of the Lamb, that you 
may all repent and turn to the- Lord, before utter deſtruftion come upon you 
for God confoundsall your devices, and brings to nought all BP Inventi- 
ons, . though you fit as Kings in -Egypr, yet trom thence is God bringing you 
down, _ makes your Councels to be ofnone effe&t, your great hoſt can- 
not ſaveyou, nor all your Horles and Chariots defend you from the out- 
ſtrecched arm of God, who 1s ſmiting your firſt-born throughout, and yos 
wult know that there 'is no God like the God of Iſrael, | 

' Therefore ceale thy cruelty thou violent beaſt, whoſe power is in the 
dark, in whichthou haft long Reigned, and alſo made war with the Lamb 
and his followeys, and ſhed intocent blood, with which thou haſt made rhy 
ſelf drunk, and yet art not ſatisfied, but ſtill thirtts for more, how haſt thou 
been exalted and let up in thy glory, that the world hath wondered after thee, 
and hath ſaid, who is like unto thee, whois able tro make war with thee ? 
for the power of the Nations hath been given unto thee, and: from thence 
haſt thou had thy life , but now thou muſt know that there is one above 
thee, in whom all power is, who-ſubdtes the Nations under him, and takes 
away thy life from thee, that thy ſtrength: faileth thee, and and all thy beau- 
ty goeth from thee; and thou appeareſt an ill favoured Harlot, for now thou 
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art ſeen within, and thy nakednels doth appear, thy covering is 

that thou canlt not hide thy elf any longer, and now doth he riſe ag 

thee, that maketh warin righteouſneſs, who with great is come, 
ure and undefiled one, who upon his Throne over all doth R 
eads and horns to break, and to redeem his choſen from thee, hols} pow 


ts 


] 
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e 
er is _ with cruelty, and thou ſhalt know that the Lamb in his power 
reigneth. 

Fherefore let Sion rejoyce, and the Daughters of Judah be glad, becauſe 
of Gods righteous judgements, who js pleading the cauſe of the innocent;and 
executing Vengeance upon the beaſt, deſtroying his marks and names, his 
heads and horns (let him that readeth underſtand.)  Rejoyce ye Saints, and all 
you holy ones, for the Lamb 1s exalted in dominion, and of his Government 
there is.no end, for he is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and the holy 
hill of Sion is his Throne, and there he doth reign with the Scepter of his 
righteouſneſs, and execures true judgement upon the Heathen, who are in 
their rage againſt him, and would nor that he jhontd reign over them, he is ta« 
king vengeance on them all, azd he will be eaſed of them, becauſe they are his 
afuerſaries for none ſhall proſper that fights againſt Si , for the time is come 
that God will have mercy upon her,- and owt of the duſt ſhe is ariſing, and the 
Ofle of joy is given for Mourning, the Garment Fg Gladye(s for the ſpirit of hea» 
vine(s, therefore all you tender ones, whoſe face is Ston-ward, walk tz the 
light of the Lamb, and follow hint whitherſoever he goes, ſtand in the innos 
cency and mcekneſs of him, and know his ſtrength ro gird you about, and 
feel his power to obtain'the vigoop; for you God hath viſited in his everla» 
ſting love, and made known his falyartion in you, and given you to believe 
and alſo to ſuffer for his ſake , all keep in the word of his patience, and /er pas 
tience have her perfett work, that ye may be perfe& andentire, wanting no- 
thing, but ſtand compleat in him who is the head, and fear not the reproach 
of men, neitherbe afraid of their revilings, but be ye clothed with humilit 
and put ye on the garment of righteouſneſs, and ſhew your ſelves in 
Lambs meckne(s, that his own life in you may preach to the world, and his 
own innocence may ſhine thorow the veſſel, that God in you may be glorified, 
and your hearts in God may be comforted ,, and in that alldwell which God 
hath revealed in you, and keep your minds down in the ſtillneſs, thatover 
all the Lamb you may feel his government everlaſting in you to ſet up, and 
his righteous Scepter over you to reign, and ſo in the Kingdom all lye down 
where the Lamb is exalted upon his Throne, and know therighteouſneſs and 

ace that is therein , for there is gladneſs of heart obtained, and the everla- 
ing reſt prepared,unto which you areredeemed, and are by the Lord a people 
ſaved, therefore be ye all joyned together in the Lords love, and there abide 
in the holy fear, that the teachings of the Lamb you may always hear, and 
that you may feel his hand to knit you together, and bind you up in the 

w_ of life, and fo to be made perfect in one, that his Image you may beax 

jis. without fin, and in his life reign over hell, and know yoar bodies pre= 
pared todo his will, that with one heart and mind you may ſerve him, and 
feel your increaſe in him, that you may grow up together into the meaſure of 

his fulneſs, whole life is perfect, pure, and holy , and let none look back a- 
gain, nor turn aſide to either hand, but keep to that which leads in the way, 
and feel it to prepare the way before you, that out of all Realonings you may 
be kept, and out of all ſnares preſerved, xhat ſo you may walk worthy, gn 
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thepower of God) of the high calling whereunto he hath called you, and in 
his powcr live to his praiſe, tor God hath done wonderful things tor you, and 

"us:pwn peki nns on pA hath brought great things to pals, who hath reach- 
ed auto the mighty, and brought them down from their ſeat, and hath exalted 
that of low degree, and ont of bondage hath delivered you, and leads you in a way 
that you did not kuow ; goon rejoycing, and be ye faithful untodeath, for the 
Lords goodneſs goeth before you, and the everlaſting reſt is prepared for you, 
and into the good land will the Lord bring you where the Milk and Hony 
floweth, and the Fountain of life openeth, in which ſtrength is renewed, that 
there is neither wearineſs, nor faintneſs, jbut everlaſting joy ands gladneſs 
Theretore be ye comforted in the Lords loveye dear Children of Light, fot ; 
the world ſeeth not that which God hath prepared for you, nor knows not * 
the food which you feed upon, for it is hd om their eyes ; but bleſſed are & 
your eyes, for they ſee, and the things which God hath prepared for you, 
are unto you revealed by his ſpirit, there be you all ſtayed, and wait to feel 
him carry on the work which in you he hath begun , and he will make bare * 
his arm for you, and drive out all enemies before you, and ſettle you in a 

wet habitation, and coyer you with his wing, and preſerve you under his 
{hadow, and in the Kingdom prepared will he eſtabliſh you, and ſeal an eyer- 
laſting decree of peaceunto you ; and this is your portion ye tender ones,who 
have.demicd your ſelves, and the worlds glory, and have no inheritance there- 
in, but follow the Lamb in faithfulneſs, and walk in the paths of Righteouſ- 
nels , your portion is durable riches, and your inheritance that which never 
fades away ; for the Kungoor is everlaſting, and he that reigns therein en- | 
dureth for ever, .and of | 
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'nD ACH ED FORTH,. -» 
That the blind may be guided, and the ſcat? wn 
tered g-ibered, 
Alſo Mans Sin and Rebellion declared, and. the lo ong-ſffering of of the ford 


"ſhewed, With a true Call unto all People ple to mect 
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pentance, and wait. to 
of the Lord open'd, 


Alf the State of Profeſſors rlainhy manifeſted, wherein the} may ſee bow | 
AY erred, and how the Serpent hath deccived and betrayed them 


With a W unto all the tender hearred them to ariſe, and re- 
ceive the Haxaof Love, that they may ho longer abide indarkneſs, but walk 
in the way of righteouſneſs, where true j6 ned] £562 is enjoyed. 

Alſo Truth nded and cleared from the Slanders PTred by 


Fonathan Fohnſon of Lincoly, a Bupriſ in Profeſſion. 


Ee 


From one who bears no evil will to any man, but 'w - —adocot well zo all eva 428 
known to many by the Name of Wi 
Ive ear all ye Inhabitants of the | Earth for theſe ſayings are trac and 
faithful ; be meek and lowly in your hearts, and bow your cars to 
Wiſdoms voice, and turn at her _ roof , for in your own ways are 
you wandering, where peace you ow not , the bowels ot com 
i0nis freely opened trom the Father: _ and his good wall is = 


wn amongſt you, in that he is ſtrivi th you to aol. ou 1nto the right 
Way, that you might walk therein ; f for Pie þ _ not left —=_ without a4 


Witneſs 


of 


22 The Faithful Witneſs, 761 
x Witneſs in all your conſciences, which doth not conſent to your ndg y 
deeds, but convince you thereof, aad bears teſtimony againſt 
of vanity, which your minds are exerciſed in, apd all your wi 


x frorfi youn 


rebel M more agaynlt t | 
tes Þ4 [tains yur conſcien our minds being igthe earth, 
downwz:rd,hick Clouds of g rc doth compaſsFou about, 

f dor!:n2Yrulerrover you, and Reads you all out of the way, 
where none doth go. ; you are a Cxggot unclean Birds, every one following 

- the luſt of his own heat:, that yuu multiply your tranſgreſſions with delight- 
ings, and conpmig {in wirtygreedinels, atid ſtrengthen yqgr hands in wick- 


edneſs. , ; 

A ſinful Nagion yo Are, Fas d of evil doers, rs the meaſure 
of iniquity, and nouriſlipg ' aghy AF In A of {| er ; fromthe 
Crown of the Head Wy. 300 oo fenes Fouts in you, O! 


how long will you tufter the Lord to wait that he oN ſhew mercy to you? 


How oftemjuyeryoy eject ving Findnels, and|grieved bis[hply Spi- 
rit? Wah Pia ous Pi riccar he exerciſed towards =_ 
that you might have turned him, agd-recerved his _ You are a 
ſtif-necked people, who fer yourſelves againſt the Lord, and every vilita- 


© * 


tion of his loygz reful! turn, and bating to be reformed ,; for when you 
Have. been c 0 by: eh. o [ode hy own conſcience, you have Gor 
hearkened, and'when 5 oak. mitten}-you have refus'd correction, have you 
not felt-a Witnels in your own con(cience againſt you, .when you have been 
atting iniquity, and that it hath judged and condemned you for your ſecret 
faults, that fearfulneſs ſurpriſed you, aud paleneſF of face hath come up- 
on you, when no man hath beeninear.;you, nor no tongne accuſed ; > we Km ; 
that hath been within that hath numbred up your tranſgreſſions, and fer your : 
ſins in order before you, and brought them all to light in your own conſcience; 
which the eye of. man harh. got {cen, nor for which the tongue of man could 
accuſe you ; yet they have. 4 Tan——ng your minds, though many years 
beforethey. had been committed by you. _ | | F 
O conſider what it 1s l{ you that have fo long outſtood it, and yeild obe- ? 
dience to the reproof of it, that you may be acquainted with it, and thereby : 
knaw it to be Gods faithful Witnels in your own conſcience placed. againſt fin, 
and the hand of Love reached;forth tq legd you out of fin, and ſo come to 
have communion with it, and walk in the light of it, that you may nor fall s 
, Under the eternal condemnation thereof , for though it be as a ſign, every : 
where ſpoken againſtby-thoſe .who-are at enmity with it, and that they call 
it natural, and a deluſion , yer if you tura at the reproof thereof, and yield 
bbedience to it, you will know it tobe Gods mighty Power unto falyation s 
and this will give you the evidencein. your {elves, that ic is a manifeſtation 
of God which doth diſcover all that in you which is contrary to its own 
' property, which it hath no fellowſhip nor communion with , and this can 
| Ko | neither: 
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neither be natural not a deluſion, which'doth: #eprovethe natural man wfhis 
natural ſtate, where he 1s an Eneniy to'God,' a {ervagit to ſinz and. under: the 
Devils power, by whom he. is tempted and, deluded tv caplens 10, thecrho- 
tion of ſin, and to bring forth the Works of Injquity, whighithe'Faithtiil 
Witneſs doth not conleat to, but teſtifies agaibſt, \ and ſhews.jt to be !eyil: in 
the con(cience of every man, and reproverh therecf,. and. calla every men to 
ſeperate from it as an unclean thing z __ may. all read Wd your. ſelves in 
the light which you are enlightened withal : ) 2 14 off vio; 

Ye drunkards, ſwearers, lyars,'and all. prophane, perſons,tybiikl} hate. a.me- 
nifeſtation of God in you, which dothidiſcover your fins untyau; and brings 
them unto your remembrange, and many times ſtrikes you "wwh tear and ter- 
ror for the evil of your doings, and brings you. into ſadnely and mourning for 
your ſins paſt, which.in the Lhe is made manifeft unto you in your own con- 
{cience ; and this is not a nataral. thing, nor'a:deluſion, but; it is Chriſt the 
light of the World, who was before. the World was, and is the power of | 
made manifeſt to de ſin, and the Devils Works ; and this 15 he' unto 
whom you are all to look-fnd ſtand gbedient unto whatloever he doth com- 
mand you, that you may know '{alvation in him, and Redemption by him, 
whoſe Hand of Loma is reached forth in- this his day-of power, that a willing- 
neſs he might beget in you to follow, hym, and; be guided by the Hand of 
Love out of darkneſs, where the God: of this World ruleth, who is a de- 
ceiver, unto whoſe deluſions many are given 'up, and do believe his lyes, in 
which they oppoſe the truth, and are at open. eamiry with, it, being filled 


% 


with Wannang Hong! ainlt it. -;-- 


Now ſuch whoſe are evil,-love not the light, neither will come to 
it, but run from it, ang fpeak ide{pightfully ; of it, as the Phariſees did of 
him who is the Son of God, and though mighty ſigns, and wonders he did 
amongſt them, making;the blind to ee, ! and the dumb to {peak ; yet were 
they filled with envy againft him; ard-ſaid he :caſt out Devils by Be/zeb14 
the Prince of Devils , But he knowing their agnts ſaid ugto them, Every 
Kingaom divided againſt it (elf is\brought to deſolation ; and if Satan caſt out 
Satan, he is divided againſt himſelf; love [ball then: his Kingdome ſtand? But 'if { 
caſt out Devils by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God is come unto you 
this you may read at; x2. And here. you jnay read whoſe off-ſpring you 
are; tor this Scripture is fulfilled this day upon this ungodly generation,though 
your eyes be blinded that you {ee xt not, thewgtore repent and be converted, 
that the hand of love may lead you, and that your {ins 'may be blotted out; 
tor with a light of Chriſt ate you all enlightned, that doth diſcover your ſe- 
cret parts, and makes manifeſt the counſels: of all' your hearts, and is- the 
true light that lighteth every man that comes into he World, Foh. 1. 9. This 
is plain Scripture, and you ſay you believe the Scri 3 but you ſay again, 
this Scripture doth-not ſpeak of a light within ; pap it wilely, and 
ſee how every man thatcomes into the World. is enlightned by ;it you may: 
read 2 Cor, 4. 6. For God*who commanded the light - to ſbine out of darkneſs, h th 
ſhined in our hearts to gtve the !ipht of the knowledge of the glory. of God in the 
face of Feſus Chriſt: This is plain Scripture, and this was the Apcttles Teſti- 
mony, Thar the light ſhone in the heart, (that's within people) and there gave. 
them thelight of the knowledge of Gods glory : Bur then: you fay, Theſs, 
were believers, and you grant that belfevers have a light of Chriſt in them, 
bur aot people in their natural ſtate z the Apoſtle was once'1a the gatural ſtate; 
an 
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and was a perſecuter of thoſethat. did believe in theHipht; yet Wis the light 
in him, ſhining in the darknels. but the darkneſs' coraprehtnde@ 3 not%; but 
when it came to ſhine- round him, and cofivince'hirffthat he was an enermy tb 
it, and kicking againſt it, he bowed before it, and fidmirted' unto it, tea 
yeilded jence, Lord what wilt thou have me t6d6? Then did it hit 
torth of darkneſs, and did ſtune in thehearty in whith the knowkdpe of Gods 
payom made-manifeſt ;; read this iri Gods pure feiit,/ and cofifider if you 
be not where the Apoſtles once were, arid there ff@ in ofper'ireballion a 
ainſt that which he came to believe in, 'and bear -H#' teftimoriy* unto ; and 
Further witneſſed, That a people who”held the truth in unrighteotiſneſs, hed 
a manifeſtation of God in them, ' Row. 1/194 ' Becauſe that which may be known 
of God-is manifeſt in them,” for God hath ſhewed it wnto them : Here was a 
peopl e who ws not in the faith, and he that which might be known of 
, was manifeſt in them, and” e& doth nike manifeſt, is light, 
Eph. 5.'13. thenthe light was within therny/ and the truth was within them, 
but they did:riot/believe init, but changed it into a"Tyes,ver. 25. and did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge, ver. 28; Therefore unto vile af- 
fection did God: give thern up, that ' they” might” beheve yes, becauſe they 
received not ___ inthe love of it ;; this'is a witneſs which none of you can 
fyefrom'; whitherſvever-ybu-go'it will find you out';- contend no longer a- 
gainſt it, for'in/1t doth the Grace of God appearto all men, by which the love 
of God: comes to be felt-in all that do and ſubmit to the teachings of 
it -;/and though'there be-many ire the unbelief, that ſpeaks unadviſedly of it, 
neither knowing what they ſay, nor whereof they 'aftirin, who calls it a na- 
tural lighr, acid | 
and through:th& Grace which-I have received in it, Tam conſtrained to bear 
Am and ro.declate unto all people, That-the light of Chriſt with 
whichevery man is enlightned, is the mighty power” of God unto falvation 
to every one thar doth believe in it, and-a living Witneſs in every mans con- 
ſcience is placed; to-condemn the workers of Iniquity ; who hath not a love 
toit, becauſe their deeds areevil ; there is no eſcaping of it, for it is quick 


and powerful, ſearchj rying and ing all ſecrets, and the counſels of 
all Coors are orig, bare before fe 4 Read this foberly, for it is written 
plainly in the'love of God, whois richin any; and plenteous in goodneſs 
and truth, whoſe bowels of 'compaſſion moveth in pitty towards a ſinful ge- 
neration, who hath- no pleafurs that any- of you ſhould dye; therefore in is 
his day doth he reach forth a hand of love to lead and guide out of darkneſs 
all that turn unto 1t, and are made willing to be guided by it. Now all prove 
your ſelves inthe light which you areenlightened withall, and examineyour 
ſelves truly; and: fee if you cannot witnels this teſtimony to be faithful and 
true, and feel the Teſtimony of the Spirit bearing witneſs in your inward parts, 
unto what is here. declared , for unto that of God in all conſciences I am ma- 


nifeſt,- which doth not conſent to your ſins, bur is ſeparate from ſin, and made” 


manifeſt to take \away ſin, who is the Lamb of God, pure and undefiled : 
and.though you have a general talk amongſt you of Faith in Chriſt, and li- 
ving by Pich Upon him, arid that he is your Saviour and Redeemer, yet you 


work iniquity daily, and plead for ſin term of life, and neither know falva- ' 


tion nor redemption in hum, who is the Son of Gods love. 
Therefore be not deceived with a vain hope, and groundleſs Faith, which 
ſtands only in words, when your Works denie your Faith to be living, being 
| | yet 


luſion' g:yetin that love which unto me is freely opened, ' 
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et in your fins, for the luſts of the fieth you do fulfill, and dra'v iniquir; 
with Cords of Vanity , look inward, the light will not deceive you, but ma- 
nifeſt every ſecret fin which lodgeth in your hearts, which you would keep 
hidden have your life in , for though you may not be committing all {in 
ſo greedily as may ſtand with your hearts againſt many things which may be 
commonly counted prophane, yet examine if you have not tomething 4ecrer- 
ly lodged, which your minds are captivated in, and which the light of Chriſt 
in your conſciences doth reprove you for, there is your lover,and that mult be 
cal out and trodden under foot, 1f cyer you come to witnels redemprion by 
Chriſt, | 

Some men are not common Drunkards, as the world ealls them, yet ſecrct- 
ly hath a loveto be in the excels, ſome in neither of thele, yet hath another 
lover, So ſome in pride, ſome in covetouſnels, ſome 1n foolith jelting, and flle 
talking, ſome invain ſports and pleaſures of the World, that io you are al] 
found to have ſome lecret lover which you would not have tried 1a the light , 
now there is nothing ſo ſecret which ſhall not come to light, though long, 
you may hide it, and ſmother the witneſs of God in your own conlcicnce 
that teſtifies againſt it , yet to the lighr muſt every ſecret thing come, whe- 
ther it be good or evil, and 1n the light be tried and judged in righteous 
judgement. 

Therefore all unto the light give up your ſelves, and yeild obedience to 
every motion thereof in you own conlciences, that you may become tollow- 
ers of it, in loveto it , for if you ſtand in the enmity againſt it, and be more 
in love with your evil deeds then you are with the light, there will be no elca- 

ing the condemnation of ir , therefore let this be a warning unto you all who 
five in pleaſures upon the Earth, that you =_ ceale to do evil, and depart 
from your iniquities, and break off from your ſins, before the time come in 
which you will ſay, there isno pleaſure in them, 

O hearken ! hearken ! for this is the day of your viſitation, now is the ac- 
cepted time z now 15 Gods witnels ſtriving with you, now is the Hand of Love 
reached forth unto you , therefore whilſt it is called to day, harden not your 
hearts, but turn unto the Lord whoſtands ready to have mercy upon ycu, 
for therein doth he delight: Now let not your hearts be hardened to out{tand 
this day cf Viſitation, leſt the day of Vengeance and Indignation come upcn 
you and overtake you, becauſe mercy you have refuled. Conſider this all you 
who have your life in Pride, Covetouſnels, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Lying, 
Envy and Malice,and Vanities of the World, if theſe things be not ſhewed vo. 
to be evil by ſomething in your own conlcience that doth convince you of 
them, and reprove you for them, and brings you to an underſtanding that 
you ought not to do them , this 1s the light of Chriſt which is pure, and hath 
no communion with darknets, nor the untruitful works thereof, but is ſepera- 
ted from the unclean, neither joyning with it, nor conſenting{to it, but hath 
2 life in it ſelf which 1s holy £ j undefiled, and doth purſue the evil-doer in 
judgement who 1s at enmity with it, and in diſobedience to it, | 

O fink down in Gogs fear, and conſider what a day of patience and for- 
bearance he hath continued unto you, how long hath he ſpared you ? And 
what a time of repentance hath he given you ? And how many years hath he 
ſtiven with you, thatwith che Qords of Love he might have drawn ' you, 
and with the Hand of Love have led you ? But you have rejected it, and catt 
love behind your backs, and like to retain your evil deeds better, and talove 

darkae!s 
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darkneſs rather : What Viſitations of Gods pure love have you ſet at nought, 
that you might walk after the way of your own hearts, and the luſt of your 
own eyes, rifing up in rebellion againſt the pure witnefs of God in your own 
conlcience, _ flaying it, that you might live in plealures, and walk at )i- 
berty in the Heſh, without reproot: And thus 1s thejuſt condemned and Kkil- 
led by you, and he reſiſts not , he 1s rejected and deſpiſed by you, wound- 
ing him by your trangreſſions, and bruiſing him with yuur iniquties, yet doth 
not he open his mouth, but as a Lamb is he led to the {laughter , O look up 
unto him whom you pierce, and mourn, let your laughter be turned into 
mourning, and your joy into heavinels , for he doth not ſo deal with you,bur 
{uffers and bears in patience, and in the bowels of pitry is yet ſtriving with 
you, that his goodne(s might lead = to repentance ; and thus doth he love his 
cnemies, and doth good to thoſe that hate him, 

Therefore all bow your ears, and hearken, and bediligent to obey the light 
before 1t ceaſe ſtriving with you, and the long-ſuffering of the Lord come to 
an end concerning you, and his tender love be ſhut up from you, who have 
gain-ſayed and outſtood the day of your Viſitation, and then you begin to 
knock like fooliſh Virgins, when the doors is ſhut, and all things quiet, and 
to {eek a place of repentance whenit cannot be found, though you ſeek it 
with tears, 

O prize the day of your Viſitation, and let all vain Diſputers of this world 
lay cheir hands upon their mouths, and confeſs they have done fooliſhly in 
contending and ſtriving in their own wills againſt that which hath ſo long 


ſtriven with them, that they might be turned from the darkneſs unto the 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that the hand of Love might - 


guide them to receive the Grace of God which fo freely he hath made mani- 
teit unto them: Read you Prieſts, Profeſſors, and all people, who hate the 
light, and will not abide to hear of it ſo near you, as in your own conſci- 
ence, but are filled with rage and fury againſt it, ſpeaking ſcornfully, proud- 
ly, and diſdainfully of it, and all that are guided by it ; in this you are all 
frends and joyn together, fear and tremble before the living God, for his 
wrath is revealed from Heaven againſt .all unrighteouſmeſs ahd ungodlinels 


of men ; and a day of fad lamentation is kindling from the breath of the Al- - 


mighty, and will fall upon the heads ofthe ungodly, who in their ſtout- 
hearredneſs outſtand the day of Gods loving kindneſs , this teſtimony will 
, reachyou all, and that of God in your conſcience anſwers to it, give all dilli- 
gence thereunto, forit is a ſure Word, and teacheth right things ; it will not 
deceive you ar incline your minds unto it, that you may be doers of what 
it teacheth ; for it is Gods grace that appeareth, and if you yeild obedience 
to it, you will know it brings falyation with it, and will teach you to deny 
the ungodlinels and worldly lufts, in which the Prince of darkneſs leads you 
and deceives you, and brings forth his work by you in all manner of fin and 
wickedneſs in which you are ſerving him; ahd in which your minds are cap- 
tivated by him ; and the light of Chriſt in your conſcience hath no commu- 
nion with ſuch Works of dirknels, but Rtands a witneſs againſt them, and re- 
proves you for them, as you joyn unto them,  - 

And this is the Word of his Grace, that would have you to deny them, and 
forſake them, andto live ſoberly, rightconſly, and zodly in this preſent evil 
World'; for the faſhions of this World paſſeth away, and all your vanities 
will wither, and your teauty conſume, and the latter end will come upon 


you . 
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you, when the Lord will have no pleaſure in you, but will give you your 
rtion with hypoctites, 

Conſider all you vain people of the World, who live in Rioting and 
Nrunkenneſs, Chambering and Wantonnels, {trife and envying, what will 

ou do? and what account. will you.make unto, the righteous God, who 1s 

Judge of all the Earth, and will reward every man according to his deeds? 
Run not ſo headily 1n rhe exerciſe of wickedneſs, but ſtand till and hearken 
to the ſtill voice 1n your Conſcience, which tells you that is not the Way ; 
for death and deſtruction is before you, and the pit is near unto you, and ma- 
ny of you are come to the brink thereof , be ſtayed in time, before you tall 

erein, from whence there will be no recovery , and let the time paſt of 

our lives ſuffice that you have ſpent, and lived ſo many years together in the 

Juſts of the fleſh, againſt the light and love of God, 

Therefore all in Gods fear and , and feel it placed in your hearts, that 
from iniquity you may depart, and ſin no more, but all comcinto obedience 
to that of God in you, which makes fin manifeft, and there Gods power 
know, to ſantifie and cleanſe you by the waſhing of Water through the 
Word, that a new life pou may come into, and walk in the regeneration z 
he that hath anear to hear, let him hear, for the love of Chriſt conitraineth 
me to bear teſtimony of what is made manifeſt unto me in the light,that you 
may all come to the knowledge of the truth and be faved ; and likewiſe 
knowing the terror of the Lord, I canaot but perſwade men to depart from 
the evil of their ways; which the wrath of the Lord is revealed againſt, and 
that you may all come to know that the long-ſuffering of the Lord is {al- 
vation, and that his ſaving-ſtrength is near at hand, to help in the needful 
time z and here you will ind power to preſerve you from the temptations 
which the enemy caſts ini, and then labours to "ons your minds to joyn un- 
to , for as obedience 1s givert unto the light, power is received that deſtroys 
the Devils work, and weakens his Kingdom , and then the hand of Love 1s 
reached forth to take hold of you, and to lead you out of darkneſs, and from 
under his Government into the new and living way, andthere gently guides 
you, and orders you, and keeps you from all the aſſaults which the enemy 
doth purſue withall , and le who hath life in himſelf, will give life unto 
you, and make you ableto. ſtand and fight the good fight of Faith , and hc x: 
the y_ nature 1s felt, and the glory of the only begotten of the Father is 
beheld. 

And this is the teſtimony of the Faithful Witneſs, which from the Fathers 
Love is made manifeſt in the conſcience of every man, that you might be- 
lieve in it, and know the ſaving-ſtrength of it, working redemption for you, 
and putting an end to fin, and overturning the powers of darknefs, and 
bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and this is the Hand of Love reached. 
forth unto you all, to lead you out of the houſe of Bondage,.into the Glori- 
ous liberty of the Sons of Ed, where your underſtandings will be opened to 
know the Scriptures, and the power of God ; for as: you give obedience to 
the teachings of the Spirit, ſo will the things of God be made. knowa- ungo 

you, and nc man can kriow the things of God by any other way, either. by 
Art, Study, Learning, or agy induſtry of the natural part, but as the ſpirit of 

* God makes them knownin., the children of obedience, who give up them-' 
ſelves to the teachings of it, and by it are gnided to know the Scriptures fu!- 
filled in themleives, and this will bring you to a right underftanding of the- 

| Scriptures, 
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Scriptures, as you.receive the ſame ſpirit of Faith, and walk 1n it, as they 
received and walked in, by whom the Scriptfires were declared , for he tha 
was then Light, Life and Power unto all that did believe in hin$and gave 
theman underſtanding to know the things that were true , he is the tame 
now, and changeth not , but wicked eres ws changed his glory into ſhame, 
and minds mw things , yet 1s his light, lite, and power, the tame unto all 
that believe, and come to have the {pirit of their minds renewed by him 
and lo the Scripture is truly owned and witnefled, being fulfilled in all thac 
walk after the Spirit, and Leve the ſpirit of their minds renewed by it, as 
they had who hath declared it in words, which are written , and fo the fame 
Spirit guiding, brings into unity with the ſame words winch was given 
forth from its own movings inthe hearts of thoſe who by it was conſtrained 
to declare them, | 

And thus the Children of obedience own the Scriptures, and hath unity 
with them in the ſame Spirit that gave them forth, and know them tultiled 
in themſelves, walking after the ſame Spirit, Let this be well weighed by 
you who are wile in your own eyes, and prudentin your own fight, and in 
that wiſdom talk ſo much of b; 26 is written , and get the words thereof, 
and with them contend in your wills, and fights againſt the Lord, and eve- 
ry appearance of righteouſnets, brought forth in the motion of the Spirit, which 
is the myſterie hl from your eyes, and revealed unto the Babes, who walk 
in the light which reveals ſecrets, and makes them to be of underſtanding 
hearts, to know the true God, and eternal life , and here 15 the door of hupe 
for all you tender ones, who are breathing after God ; come, walk in the 
light, that an entrance you may feel miniſtred unto you, and an enjoyment 
ot the poſſeſſion of that which in the door of hope is opened for you, where 
the Rivers of Gods good pleaſure runneth freely, with which he doth ja- 
tisfie the poor of the flock, who wait to be refreſhed thereby, which he 
doth renew their ſtrength in, to follow him in the narrow way, in which 
fleſh and blood cannot walk, nor no unclean thing muſt enter ; Therefore 
do not you hew broken Ciſterns, nor feed upon husks any longer, but to 
the ſtreams of life all come, and feel how good the Lord is , ſo all wait to 
know the hand of Love to lead you, and the Spirit of truth to teach you, 
which will not deceive you, but teach you right things, though ſuch who 
areat enmity with it, ſpeak unadviſedly of it, yet it is truth in it ſelf, and 
abides the ſame for ever, and will overturn all who jn the height of envy 
and fury do purſue it with ſwelling words of vanity. 

Therefore let all things be tryed and proved in the light, and in it ſearch 
your ſelves, that you may come to the bottom, and have all the droſs pur- 
ged out, and the tinn taken away, that your hearts may be purified in the 
I:ght, that ſo you may ſtand approved in the ſight of x pure God : and 
here 1s the right wy of the Lord opened, and a Hand of L- ye reached forth 
to guide-you out'of all crooked pathes, and to bring you into the way of 
Righteouſneis, Truth, and Holineſs, and bring you to an Inheritance 
incorruptible' and undefiled, where joy unſpeakable is poſſeſſed : And this ho- 
nor hath all-the Saints, who are found faithtul before the Lord, to follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes. 

Therefore let this teftimony come unto you who had ſome openings of Gods 
Love, and have felt the gift of Grace made manifeſt- in your conſcience, that 
harh convinced you of many things, and brought you to ſoriake much of the 
worlds Faſhions, and Cuſtoms, and V Vorthip, andhave brought you to a 
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ſeparation from it, that you' ate not {0 openly prophane At hidny of theth 
are, but are turned from mah appearances 0 0 G. in ear#n the light did tra- 
ly make manifeſt in you, and convince you of in your owt eoniſeiehce , and 
a ſimplicity there was begotten in you, Nhat Truth vas ptectgts -utito you 
and a love you had unto &, and carer havea ſight pf many hide alar 6 
and a deſire in you to preſs after rhe gg of ther , #4 thi light 
you were guided out of matty rhings which it did envince' you 6f to be 
evil ; and you could not any longet continue rietpin, =O they were 
made manifeſt unto you t6 be works of darkneſs | truly With your own 
kearts all of you, for there is nothing ſecret which thall hot t6tne to light ; 
and you cannot deny but that it was ſotnething of God ih your oWrl cont? 
ence that made fin manifeſt, and convineed you thereof, and ttioved in yout 
hearts to draw you from it, and made diſcoveries of ſecret thin $, Which if 
_ hearts were lodged, and ſhewed you the Worlds Ways and Worſhip to 

againft the truth, and did convince you theteof, 'atid brought Fol to {e- 
proves fromir inappearance. And here was pure bredthings in Fou which 
nged for God, that you might come into Tus Coutt ahd injoy his pre- 
ſence, 

4 ror "hs a {imple and innocent fe, in whit you vos precious in 

ſt you did abide fat wal atienice fot Gods 

horuls hv Meraght therein to. grow up ifito the meaſlie of 7 itts fulneſs, the 
Lord was not wanting to you, but was large iu, his love, and free in his 
mercy, as in obedience you walked $0 the meaſure,of the gift of Grace ; and 
pn Prayers and Tears came up before him, and. Was had in rerticrhbratce 


"0 what breathings, pantings, 'ahd hungeridgs hath there beeh iti many . 
of you after the Lord, with tins go bay wo rats, fot a Viſiration of his 
Tons and that you mito walk in the his eountehance ! How Zeal 
ous and feryent. have you-been afret ti ns ook afid to follow the tnioti- 
on of the Spirit of life with chearfulhe $T Have you tiot cried down forms, 
and ſer up the Spirits Werltap, and its teachings ?. And hath not the Spirit 
judged you in your own cop rigiige, wheh Yo have got obeyed it ? And 
| you not been brought to ſtoop, down and 1ye law under the ſehce of 
Judgement, and that you. epi not. ind 4 1 . Place, but fill that of God 
in your own con:ciencepuriued you whitherſdeyer ok 2 you could not 
leave it in any place; we Bekr you jt, did appear againſt you; 
and judging You. or your De Fo! you! No brewer t , things to 
pe ny many:of you? an That of condition, goltig heayi: 
4 and mournfully under ov Gads diſj ffi Ns man agalnft you ? And 

h not your anguiſh and trouble fea you, W mb ath brou t you 
into meekne(s and lowlinels, h 2nd Arn you av fa it yo is, tha t you 


have confeſt your own nothi *_ and inſu and here tart £ bee 
brought to wait on the Lord q ſi apy, at his faving ſtreagth 
”_ u might feel to help you? And 1 not you find | to be a God Ha? af 
d whenyour eye was towards him, and your, Expe Sn m him? 
Did he not open his love treely, and gave you. favoy : cre and chin- 


fort, and made bare his own arm to help you, 6, and" eve it! your Works 
in you, and for you, that you have even. admire neſs, arid ackno\- 
dhis power in his free Gift and Grace ary "Whilſt the fin\- 
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unto you ? What pure '+ prime had many of you after a greater meaſure 
of the gift of Grace, amd that the Lord would pour forth more of his' Spirit 
; upon you, "that you might be made fruitful, and grow up to. the Lord in it ; 
And here you had precious diſcoveries as you ſtood in obedience, to the mea- 
 fure of Gods, Spirit, thereby to be gnided, and ſo ſeparated from the Worlds 
form, in obediegce to the light of Chriſt. in your own conſcience, and thitt 
it. did conſtrain you to depart, having made known unto -you fomething 
more excellent, which was abovethe Worlds Worſhip, and which you found 
to be your duty -to walk up unto, that you might come into hberty, and 
to ſerve God in the Spirit z and here you ſtood in Gods fear, and aſſembled 
- together to, wait for the Spirits moving, that it might teach you to ſpeak, 
and reach you to pray, and that all your duties might be offered up, and per- 
formed in the Spirit, _ 
Hath not this been declared by many of you, from what you have truly felt 
of Gods loving kindneſs made,mapifeſt in you, which brought you to de- 
ny and teſtifie againſt many things whiich you were convinced of to be e- 
vil? but you have forſaken your firſt Love, and have not been faithful to 
the end , therefore the Lord hath ſomewhat againſt you, becauſe you uphold 
that Woman Fezzabel,. and ſuffers her to teach and ſeduce, by whom ma- 
ny are overcome, to commit fornication with her ; for the true guide you 
have loſt, which once did lead you in the way, and. would have brought 
Yau to the true reſt, had you kept your minds ſtayed in it, and walked in 
obedience to itz but the Enemy hath deceived you and prevailed over you, 
and drain you.into ctooked paths, where you are got into the Earth a- 
pain , for the ſimplicity is betrayed, and*your deſires are cooled , and your 
nat Ps and pagtings .after God are ſtayed, .and you are ſet. down in a 
form which once you were, convinced of to be dead and barren : Let not 
this offend you,; for .it-is the truth concerning many of you, and the Witneſs 
of God .ih your conſcience doth anſwer to it. my 

| Theryfoee remember from whence you are fallen and repent, for the 
Lord would not. have you, periſh, but ſtill reacheth forth a Hand of Love 
unto you, havin more pl: ſure to ſave than to deſtroy. Therefore is he 
ſtill ſtriving with you, and, gives'you no reſt nor peice in the way which the 
God ofthjs World hai . .ledyou into, and blinds your minds in, for your acti- 
ons . witnels againſt you daily, that you are ſervants to ſin, and that Liberty 
you ſpeak of; and faith you are redeemed unto, is but an occaſion for you 
to ſerve the laſts of the fleſh; which makes you one 'with the World again 
in Words, and Pradtiſes, Whete the Enherhy hath taken you captive, and 
leads you in Farthly pleaſures, and covetous practices, in which you are wan- 
ton and light-minded, in fooliſh jeſting and vain talking, turning the Grace 
of God into wantotineſs,, and ;,making ſhipwrack of Faith and a good Con: 
ſcience, being heightned Ih your aginations in what you have taken up in 
the obſervation, in , which Satan hath; transformed himſelf by his deceitful 
working, 'iq bringing forth a form it theimitation, where you are ſer down, 
and have taken up yourrelt; , y 
* And her& he hath deceived you with, a vain hope, haviag ſetled yop iri2 
form withotit, power, and' pth' work xperſwaſion 12 your minds that- it ts 
the right Way, aridfo [&s you in enmity againſt the pure motion of the light 
of Chriſt in you, having got your minds out, to look abroad, and have 
- your expeCtation from ſomething that is without, and fo he hath drawn yout 
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minds from that which is within, that once did truly move iti you, and would 
have brought you into-the power, had you been faithful to the-end ; but 
you are fallen ſhort of that which-they witneſſed, whoſe practice you pretend 
to follow, and are turned againſt it, and become the greateſt Enemies unto 
itz forhe that hath prevailed over you, and betrayed the ſimplicity in you; 
ſeeks to pervert the right Way of the Lord by you, and fills you with fury to 
| cry out againſt thoſe that walk in uprightnels of their hearts before the Lord, | 
| and in his fear are kept, that they dare not fin againſt him, but walks in 
« righteouſnels and holineſs, in which the light leaderh them, and which by 
hus Grace he teacheth them, from which you are erred and gone aftray,and 
walks after the imaginations of your own .hearts, where your own Wills 
leads you, to take up a practice in imitation of what others have done, who 
were by the Spirit of Truth guided, and byit commanded, and in which*they 
rformed: all their ſervices z but unto this Spirit you are found Enemies; 
| and fighting againſt it in the ſtrength of your own Wiidoms, and o runs 
BY 1nto errox, not — the Scriptures nor the power of God, but denies that 
p which gives the underſtanding to know them, and to never comes to the 
fulfilling of them, nor to have unity with them, but as they are Words de- 
clared and recorded ,; for you ſtand not in obedience to the {ame ſpirit, 
that in the;inner man, it might teach you and lead you to the Lord God, 
who hath life in himſelf, and gives life unto all that come unto him, and be- 
lieves in him, by which all the children of obedience are refreſhed and fatis- 
fied, who live by faith, looking for, and waiting to receive thoſe things which 
are not ſeen , but that which you take. up your reſt in, aud are ſatisfied with, 
is viſible and temporal; which is ſeen nw þ teld with natural eyes, and ſo 
you miſs that which is ſpiritual, and cannot be ſeen, which is the ſub- 
ſtance, and the end of all changeable things, not living by Faith, but by 
ſight, and, content your ſelves with. created refreſhments, 

But that which the foul hungereth, after and panteth for, is living Bread 
that comes down from Heaven, which who ſo eats, ſhall never dye, for it 
is the Bread of Life, whoſe fleſhis meat indeed, and whole blood is drink 
indeed ! O. pure refreſhments, ffom the Lords preſence ! Bleſſed * are all 
that are found worthy to fit down' at this Table, and to parcake of 
this Bread, and drink of rhis Cup, which 1s the Communion of Chriſt's 


_ 


blood. TT *rF2 *S | SOC | 
Be. ye of an underſtanding heart, O ye. Profeſſors, and conſider if you 
have the ſubſtance, and that you, live in' Chriſt, and he in you , and that 
ou feel thoſe things. you feed upon to have life in themſelves, andto o1ve 
life unto you ; if lite be not in your Bread and Wine, they are not the Com- 
munion of -Chriſts body nor blood, - but bare Bread and Wine, retaining their 
own quality and vertue, as created refreſhments, and if you ſay this was 
their practice who enjoyed Chit, and fed/upon him, and that the Bread 
which they brake was the Communion of Chriſts Body, and the. Cup which 
they drank was the Communion of Chriſts Blood , but I ſay, 'Examirie your 
ſelves whether you be in the. Faith, leaſt you ear and drink damnation to your 
ſelves, nor diſcerning the Lords .body ; for: that which they received; and 
had Communion in, who lived by Faith, was not Bread of grain, nor Wine 
in a ſilver Cup ; but the Bread , which they brake was the Communion of 
Chriſt's body, and the Cup which they drank was the Communion of Chriſts 
Blood , .and you cannot prove any_ other thing without inventions; and they 
9 | being 
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32 The Faithful 'Wditneſs, 1655 
being many, was one Bread, andone Body , but the miſtery is hid from 
your eyes, who in your Earthly Wiſdom would comprehend the things of 
God for you being run from the Guide which once did give*you hight, 
* and for a {ealon you door in it, you are departed from that whic would 
have given vou a true dilcerning of the Lords Body, and wrought- Faith - in 
you to have believed, though you had not ſeen , and if you had been obe- 
dient to have followed that of God which once did truly move in you, 
then you would have continued in the holy Commandments given of God, 
and have walked in them as chilgren of obediencc, - and diſcerned the Lords 
Body, and the Communion which they had in it, who did eat and drink,and 
fed upon it intheir hearts by faith. | 
And this was the Bread which they did eat, and the Cup which they drank, 
and Had their life in him who is the Bread of Life, whoſe examples none can 
follow in truth, but 1uch as receive the ſame Spirit of Faith, and walks in 
obedience to it, which you are found fighting againſt with the Words which 
from it were declared, which you ſay is more ure then it is in its movings: 
What a Vail hath overlpread you ! And what thick darkneſs hath cover- 
ed you who denies the motion of rhe Spirit from which the Scriptures were 
declared ! Did not holy men of God ſpeakas they were moved by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ? Did it not firſt move within them, and gave them a Divine in- 
{piration, by which they came to know the things of God made manifeſt in 
them, and from the motion of the Spirit declared as it gave them utterance; 
and fo the Scriptures came to be given forth, and a true Record it is of what 
oy were — Witnetles of, who had communion with the Spirit, and ta- 
ſted of the Word of life ? and the Scriptures are profitable where the manife- 
ſtation of the Spirit 1s received, and believed in, by which the ynderſtand- 
ing is-opened to know them, and the power of God, but nottofer them a- 
bove Chriſt, nor againſt him, as you are doing, who are your ſelves depar- 
ted from him, and yet uſes your tongues to ſpeak the Words which were de- 
clared from the motion of the Spirir, and ſets them in ſition to the ſame 
light and ſpirit which now as truly moveth in the children of obedience, as 
it did in them who were made Witneſles of the Grace of God, and through 
the operation of the ſpirit did declare it, : £ dh 
Therefore be not {araſh in your minds,. as to call good evil, and Truth a 
deluſion , but-fink down in Gods fear, my know that which is near you 
to reprove you in ignorance, and the = will know there is nothing 
ſo fure as that which was before the World, or Man, or Scriptures were, 
which is that which changeth not, but is to day as yeſterday, and abides the 
{ame-for ever, | 
And this is the everlaſting truth which from the beginning hath been made 
manifeſt through; ages and generations, according to the dilpen{ation of Gods 
good pleaſure, which all the holy mea of God have walked in, and been 0- 
bedient to, and declared of, whole —_—_— all true and faithful, and are 
owned to be a true Declaration of the Living Word which from the beginniri 
was, and now. is, which changeth nocyin which theyfekt Gods loving kind- 
nels mide manifeſt unto them, as: they walked in obedience unto him, and. 
likewtſe declared of Gods ſeverity and diſpleaſure revealed againft the un- 
godly and unbelievers, and thus was the truth known'from the beginning, 
to inftru&, and lead, and guide the righteous in 'the* holy Way, wherein 
they erred not, and to convince. and condemn the World tor fin, who wallk- 
| ed 
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ed with a froward heart againſt. the'Lord :. Be not deceived; fcr a!l viſible 
thinzs muſt periſh, and that which hath a beginning, hath an end ; how- 
ſoever it may appear in ſhew unto you, there will be no help found in an; 
created being in the needful time z for-your foundation which in your own 
Wiſdom,you have laid, and in your own ſtrength you arc building upen, 
one tempeſt will beat; 1t all down, and your labour: will bel6ft after foma- 
ny; years ſpent. j 
Therefore be meek and lowly in your hearts, and ſink down to the Corner- 
ſtone, and reject it no longer, for Mo + fail, neither can the Gates” of 
Hell prevail againſt it: All wait for the of Love to bring you thirfier, 
that there your footiteps may be placed, and-your goings ordered, that a ſpi- 
ritual Houle you may know raiſed up by the Arm of the Lord; and here Chrift 
is known, who is true for evermore; and leads into all truth thoſe that kxlieve 
in him, and are guided by him , the 4/pha and Qw224, the beginning and the 
ending, the firſt and the Iaſt ; there is none beſides him, nor” any to be com- 
pared unto.him, who 'baptizeth all that believe in him into- one-body, *by 
one ſpirit, and there cleanſeth them by the "waſhing of Water through 'the 
Word, where the regeneration comes to be witnelled, and the an{wer of 4 
good conſcience received, the. pure Water flowing forth which waſhethand: 
cleanſeth the body ooyardly, by which believers come to be baptrzed into 
Chriſt, and put him on , and this is the one: baptiſm, known and witne[- 
ſed by all that follow the light of the Lord; walk in obedience £0 his 
commands ;z and it you do not wilfully out{ftand: Gods Witneſs, you cannot 
but confels this 1s the baptiſm in- which believers. are baptized, and 1s the 
one Bape che Scriptures declares: of; and' that there is not,another to be 
continued, 54 Þit FI06 2 810 22 if SET 
Therefore be ſilent”; before ;th&- Lord, -and''yeild obedience to what he 


commands you by his ſpirit inthe inner man;and there know that one bap- 


* 


" 


tiſm wbich all believers are baptized with,'in which they are waſhed und 
cleanſed, to follow Chriſt in the: regeneration and newnels' 6f life ; HE that 
can receiyeit let him: For you:cann6t prove: by plain' Scripture that Chriſt 
was a Miniſter of Water Baptiſm, orthat 'hedid command iit,'6r preached: it 
for Doctrine, or preflcd it as a duty ; but he feithis/Ifiſciples forth to preach 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and .to-give that :which 'theyhad received tree” 
ly ; and you cannot-pxove that whenthey were thus Tentforth, that they? 
had received Water-baptiſm ; but»what was mide' manifeſt” in! theiit,”atid 
which they had received, that thayigave; and'detlared thettofin Gods Pb4- 
er; and this reached the inward' parts, and jrigked the heafts '6f thoſe thit' 
heard it, and brought them to inquire whatithey' miglit do; unto whom 
peter ſaid, Repent, and be baptized every 'onn of you in the Name of Foſus 
Chriſt, forthe remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſtall receive: the gift of the holy Ghoſt, 
Acts 2.31. This day is this Scripture fulfilled; praifes be unto the Lor#God 
for eyer.z and many are true Witnefles of this Baptiſm, whoſe hearts have 
been picker by the eternal living Word in their:own conſcience, thitlthey 
have been broughtto enquire what they might do, and the living Wor hath 
been obeyed, and the reproof thereof, which hath wrought the godly ſtrow 
unto repentance, neyer to be repented of z and there the Fountain hatlf been 
opened.. which waſheth, away fin and nncleannefs, and baptizeth int&/the 
Name of :Jelus Chriſt, where ſihs are remitted, and the pift of the Holy 
Ghoſt received ; And. jn this Scripture Water is 'not once named; wherethe 
K 
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Apoſtle preaches the Docrine of Baptiſm,and was the firſt which was preach- 
after the holy Ghoſt fell upon them. | 


Therefore be not ſo envious againſt thoſe who witneſs the truth as 
know it in Jeſus, and are baptized with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, and- 
felt him e Fan is in his hand, thoroughly ing his floor, and clear- 
ſing the inward parts from all unri (neſs , and licks up the wa- 


ter, and conſumes it, as the fire did which fell from £/5jah's Altar, which 
was a true figure of the two Miniſtrations,. if you couldread it , for had you 


obeyed that which once did vein you, and opened Gods love un- 
to you, and gaye you of ings which in your hearts were fe- 
cretly | let you ſee the Wa Worthip of the World to be yain , 


if you had continued faithful unto this pure Guide, it would not have left 
you on Fordens brinks, nor in the midft thereof, but would have opened ir 
unto you, and led you thorough it, and over it, and given you an inheritance 
in the true reſt for ever, | 

Therefore be awakened, and lift up your eyes, and behold where ares 
for you are not come where ſongs of deliverance are ſung, but are tet down 
ſhort of the pure ing, from whence you are all called to ariſe, and joyn 
to the Hand of Love which is ftilt reached forth unto you, that thereby you 
might be guided in the Way of that leadeth to eternal life ; and though 
many of you may {well in Wrath becauſethe lirtle ſtone is ſmiting your 1- 
mage, and that you know not how to _— it but by nmranny hos it, 
and talking of ay yet this will not upholdit, nor your _ 
and obedience to it z for the Witnels is true, and theteſtimony thereof dot 


though many of you may be hardened, ahd fet your ſelves againſt the Word 
Tn a bo refbemed by it; yes ark lo the fine, end you can- 


right Way of the Lord will be made known un- 
to you , for it is man that doth decerve you, and leads you in many Ways 
that they have imagined , and in their wills fer up their own inventions for 
the way of God, when the Lord hath not required it at their hands , and 
whilſt you are thus bewitched with the Inchanters and Southſayers, and hath 
your delight in their crooked pathes, you will not find that wherein fatisfa- 
ion is, which ſome of you are truly ſeeking after. | 
Therefore unto you is this moved from the living God, who are tender 
hearted, and in whom there is yet a true breathing after God, who cannot 
be ſatisfied with thoſe things that will periſh, but are ſeeking after the enjoy- 
ment of ſomething that will abide ; hearken to the light of Chriſt, and feel 
the Hand of Love, and Joyn your ſelves unto it, that you may be acquain- 
ted with it, and know theleadings of it , this will bring you to the life from 
whence it comes, 45 you yeild obedience to it, there will you feel livin 
ſpriags opened freely to you, and plentifully to refreſh you, where you will 
know the water that faileth not, whichyeildeth ſatisfaRion and pure refreſh- 
ment z and though many be ſet down with their hearts hardened, and de- 
nies every motion ofthe Spirit in them, and inſtead of being filled with the 
| Spirit 
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Spirit according tothe Apoſtles Doctrine, they arefilled with eiivy and fury 
againſt it, and every a of it, and opens their mouths. in blaſphemy 
againſt it , but they ſhall all know. a day of Tryal, mn which 2 recompence 
of reward will begiven from tho ri OUS Gud, Tok will bring every ſecret 
thing into Judgement, and make all bis Enemies his Foot-ſtool , ler not their 
hard heartednels be an oceaſion to mgks your tender hearts ſtumble at the 
way of Truth, neither give your minds to harken to their Inchantmenty, 
= hath fo long you from obeying the truth , but alt he 
—_— to hearken to the light which is truly moving in many of vou, 
_ u that you ate not waking in the right Way, you 

tee ſomething you, which you cannot have communion 
with, and 0 Sint ar aro you are not come to live in, and which you can- 
not deny but to be the truth Aitie brought forth from the Spirit of Truth in 


Therefore do you and conſider wiſely where you are, that you may 
be no longer deceived, may come and the tight Way of the 
Lord. So all in the light keep yonriniads ſtdyed, and haiten not, but lye 
downand patiently wait, that you may lee ſalvation brought -unto'you, a5 
you are to þ; ftill , and fo will the Lord work his own Work for 
you, by the his power, and. make khown his ſecrets, and reveal his 
Son in you, oj bygone vv queer 

1 ow hee you mer with which you are enlightened, all give up 
your ſelves in obedience, that every motion thereof you may be willing to 
follow, that it maybe your Leader, and guide you You off your Own Ways 
and words, and — bring you into ſubjeRion, to do 
the Fathers Wilt in things, to abey his Teachings which by his Spi- 
rit he requireth, and it will bring you to kijow truth it the inner parts, 
which the Lord loveth , and <youckey o the LE follows it, you will 
feel every motion thereof to be precious, and ou nearer unto the 
= wy > ney it comes, where the pure openings —_ love you wall 

to 

Soall in Gods fear ftand, and. fink down to the Corner-ſtone whichin you 
is placed, and know that to be your foundation, and this will be a ture 
Way to come to Chrift, when you feel his Vertue to ſta your Ifue ; and 
this is the Grace of God that brings ſalvation, and men, dtd 
ceacheth what to deny, and what to walkin, which if you bak heed unto, 
you will need no other Teacher, but as the anointing reacheth you, which 
1s in you, andis truth, and no lye, which will open your andings to 
know the things of God, 9, nnd it yo ſe ting ts that differ, and bring you 
to 2 true diſcerning the precious and the vile, where mans way 
_ an_y EE IE you z For the Seeds ſake this 1s 

tender hearts, but be to receive ins 
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Truth defended and cleared from the Lyes ard Slangers declared by 
JONATHAN JOHNSON. 


'-FAving obſerved the Envious Spirit to rage: for long ſerifon tin Fora- 
than Fohnſon againſt the Truth as it hath been-declared! and publithed 
in the motion of the Spirit of Life, and that as 'Books: hath come to his 
hand which hath been ſo pulFfliſhed, he hath been ſer on work: in his bulie 
mind to write in the leaves thereof againſt the truth which hath been there- 
in declared , for which cauſeT, having unity through the love/\of God with 
that truth ſo declared, and being made a Witfie(s thereof, it was laid gpon 
me as my duty to write nnto him, and declare againſt his ſecret working, 
in which TI offered this unto him in the-fear-of the Tand, That he. would et 
out his own Work, and make it publick in Print, and allo ſent him ſome 
Queries for to anſwer publickly, and thereby didlet 'hit know that I ſhould 
not receive him upon any other account, but as he'made his Work publick, 
having heard much of his CONE ;- unto which offer andqueries 
he ſent me aplain denial in' Writing back:again, in which were many words 
and, falſe Accuſations againſt the truth, which I did: not find my duty to 
r if Writing, having before ilet. him know :that I ſhould not receive 
him upon that account , thetefore-mydaty was now to let him know that 
it was my deſire that Truth *might- appear, and beſcen where it. was, and 
ſo was ordered'to write tothim again, whereinI' thay offered-in the fear of 
the Lord, to realoh with him; ' which the would-nor Teceive,' but ;put it by, 
under falſe pretences, and falſe Arcanſations, whietrin'Writing|he ſent untg 
me again , arid then'the boaſter was got up, and told:me Iſtbod ſpeechleſs, 
and 'was filent;” and had nothing -to'aniwer , andifeeing he would not be 
brought.to anyway by whiatr'his falſe accuſations might .come- !to light, and 
his deceit diſcovered, I was moved to return unto him in. Writing ſome of 
hislyes-and ſlanders with Which he falfly accuſed the truth;' am: the righ- 
teotis generation;” whom Hils:ſcornful ſpirit calls the: generation of 2xakers, 
whom he' had alſo accuſed with many- other things," which I did not return 
unto him withthe-reſt; "becauſe: heſaidT might erelong hear him make them 
manifeſt in Prifit and inthat writing he'ſent me fome queries[to; anſwer, 
though he hid plainly" deified' to anfwer mine, thetefore 1 laid it -upon him, 
That what, he Had'in ' private/papers' written ant: charged upbn: the truth, 
he might prove, -and print thigm.and his queries alſo, . with theirt/t-which he 
had faid he would makemmanifeſt in Print',but hengt being willingto make 
all his lyes and -deceit ſoÞublick, 'as//imPrint, he wivites unto me again, and 
therein offers Proof to whag'wasRetarhed 'unto him,-.and: laid 1tpon,him to 
prove publickly; and faith! tz had proved them all before, as lis Writings 
made manifeſt, and it was'but ſhifting and- diſſembling ito call for new proot; 
yet.he faith, That both Tandiothers may fee his readinels ro prove what he 
had ſaid, he had ſent plain proofs of the 20 Particulars, which- he ſaid 1 
might have drawn into twelve or fourteen, ſeeing fix or eight of them all con- 
gcrned one and the ſame thing : but. he faid, The Cates loves to be nu- 
mErous, | 
Let the fimple-minded here obſerve, and the ſpiritual judge what thick 
| darknels 
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darkneſs is upon him, to ſay We love to be numerous, when all the Parti- 
culars which I returned unto him, were invented by him, or ſome other for 
him, and ſent with his own Name unto them, which now he faith might 
have been drawa 1ato tewer. ; did not he firſt make them numerous, by 
multiplying of them without need ? and I. did but write what I received 
from him, which he now condemns as numerous, and ſo out of his own 
mouth is judged to be a tranſgreflor, allowing that in himſelf which he con- 
demns in another : And that ſome of his deceit may come to vievv, and 
that it may be ſeen vvhat Proof he offers, and of vvhat nature rhey are, 
and thereby it may be judged hovy he proved his Lyes. before, vvhich he 
faith his Writings vvill make manifeſt , I ſhall here therefore give forth the 
Particulars vvhich unto him I returned, and the Proofs vvhich he hath 


offered, vvith a ſhort Reply unto them ſeverally, in vyhich he is ur- 
veiled, 


Particular, The firſt is, That the Quakers obſerve the rporlds 
Form, 


Proof. This Chayge was to thy ſelf, in obſerving the worlds Form in thy 


Title Page of thy Book, in which thou haſt laid down thy weapons of 
Defence. 


Reply, That, by which every thing is proved to be truth, is truth, but. ro 
lye is of the truth, therefore thou: haſt but added ſin to fin, offering oneilye 
to prove another ; for in thy Writing theſe were oy words;' I do not [ay that 
writing Srgvere phraſes in a Title page 4s. againſt the truth, but againft.yuur 
own Principle as you are Quakers, who cry out againſt dthers for following'ithe 
worlds Form, and yet your ſelves do obſerve. it, therefore thus art found guilty 
of making Lyes thy Refuge, and would in thy, 1gnorance perfwade others: ;that 
it is a proof of the matter : Let the wile in heart. conſider, and that of God 'in 
all Conſciences judge, if this be a..proof of what thou haft falſely accuſed the 
Righteous with, or ifthis Charge was only to my ſelf, or. :in' general; ifrom 
thy own words bethou judged, which I have here truly ſet down, that all 
honeſt minds may be truly informed, . and thou maiſt be convinced by that -of 
God in thy own Conlcience to he a falſe accuſer, and that is my Weapon in 
which I ſtand to defend the truth from thy lyes, and it will-cut thee down,and 
there ſhall be none to hold thee up. Ft 


2. Partic, That they maintain their device. of formal: quaking, 
Proof. That they labour to maintain their formal quaking, is l4i4 open in 

their Books, and Writings, heels. of 7 Fl CES: 
Reply. Such a Proof mayſhame a formal Profeſſor; to reproach the Saints 
Condition, and call it formal, whea the Lord, by his- power, makes the: Earth 
to tremble, and melt at his preſence, of which Condition, : Moſes, David 
Habakkuk, and many others, were true: Witneſſes ; which; Condition. we 
own, arid on the Lord do wait, -that by the power of. his! Spirit it may be 
wrought in the inner man, and- it is the work. ofthe Lord, who is unlum's 
ted in his power, and what he doth, wha ſhall fay-unto.'him, What: doft” 
thou? 
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thou ? who Works when and where hePpleaſeth, as the wind bloweth where 
it liſteth, which 1s in no;formal practice bound up, or limited, neither do 
we ſo maintain it, either in Book or Writing, but thou haſt added fin to ſin 
again, and manifeſted thy envy to all moderate Spirits, and no way that thou 
canſt find out to help” thy ſelf, but by making Lyes thy Refuge; for a Lyar 
thou art proved, and therefore haſt no cauſe to think why thy words ſhould 
pals for proof in any matter againſt which thou contendeſt, without. thote 
canſt bring plain Scripture, to manifeſt that what thou contendeſt againſt, is 
contrary tothe Leadings, and Guidings, and Work of the Spirit of truth,and 
the Doctrine of Chriſt and the Apoſtles in the Scriptures declared , but what 
thou haſt done, doth manifeſt thy folly, and enmity againſt the truth, and 
thoſe who walk therein, 


3 Partic, That their light within, is a falſe Harlet. 


Proof. Their light within is #heir falſe Religion, being againſt the lipht and 
teachings of the Scriptures, and falſe Religion is known of all, who knows 
any thing to be a falſe Harlot, 


Reply Who comes to the knowledge of Gods glory, comes to know him 
in the light which ſhines in their hearts, which light (ſhines within, and brings 
to know God, where the pure Religion is witnefſed, which the Scripture de- 
clares of , but thou knoweſt hothing as thou ought to know, and ſo puriſt 
the true light of darkneſs, and eallf pure Religion a falſe Harlot, for the true 
light which lighteth every thaii that come into the world is Chriſt, Foh.1.9. 
and he 1s the truth, Foh; 14. 6, and they that follow him comes to the light 
of life, Foh. $. 12; woo exattiine themſelves, and know Chriſt to be in 
them according to the Scripture;: 2 Coy, 13. 5. andhe is in them the hope 
of Glory, Col, 1, 27. arid this Chit we preach, and this Grace of God we 
declare, which weknow to be-ih vs, 15 truth in the inward which 
the Lord loveth, and Will Rand above thee, and all thy deceit, though thou 
haft Blaſphemed him, - 


4. Partic, Thur iphey flew! Striptures ro deck their falſe Harlots with, 


Proof. 1s proved 4s firſt exlling the Scriptures dead and liveleſs, to bring their 
falſe Harlot called light within, into efteem, and then fill their mouths 
with it, to ſcem ſpirit#alized, and to make the world believe *tis from 
themſehuzs,apil wot from Scripture ; and this was proved againſt thee in 
thy Title Page of thy Book to H, H, 


Reply. The light within is already proved from plain Scripture to be Chriſt 
the hight of the world, and the eternal truth and power of God and the 
Seriptures are dead and livelelſs 4 efenar who art at enmity with the light 
arid:life from” which they Wete , and unto which they bear teſti- 
rhony; and rherefore we deny thee, though thy mouth may be ſometimes fil- 
led with Seriptare exptefſions, atidofwhich it isnow empty ; bur the Scrip- 
tares/xve own, and have unity with them in the ſame ſpirit from which they 
wereigiven forth, .and know the to be fulfilled in us, who walk after the 
Spwrit ;/abd what thou fayeſt wes proved before to this matter againſt me, 
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is a proof which was of or own inventions, as theſe are, which thou huft 
now offered to thy ſhame tor ever, not giving a Scripture expreſſion, nor na- 
ming a Scripture for what thou haſt ſaid ; butthy mouth is filled with Lyes 
inſtead of Scripture, and that thou callft a prod | 


5. Partic, That they labour to have the Scriptures dead in mens eſtimation. 


Proof, 1s proved plainly in telling men the Scriptures are a dead Letter, 
and a liveleſs Book ; and ſaying it is a damnable Doitrine to ſay the Spi- 
rit is received by the hearing f Faith preached, and believing accordin 
ro the Scriptures, and in calling the Dottrine and Ordinances of chrif 
in the Scriptures, outward Forms and leveleſs. 


Reply, That which hath not life in it ſelf isdead;and thou canſt not deny it, 
and the Book hath not life in it ſelf, neither can the Letter thereof give life 
to any, though they may read it and' hear it all their life rime, and ifever 
thou come to know the Scriptures, and the true uſe of them, thou muſt 
come to the light which is the life of men, without whom all things are 
dead ; andit is a damnable Dodrine to the Letter for Chrift, and ſet 
it above him, which is not — e Dodrine of thoſe who were Mi- 
niſters of the Spirit, and not of the Letter, and this doth the Letter declare ; 
and the Spirit is not received by hearing or reading the Letter, but by the 
hearing of Faith preached in the heart by the Spirit that quickneth, and 
the Doctrine of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, which the Scriptures do declare, and 
believing according to that Doctrine we own, and in it walk, by the ſame 
ſpirit which doth not lead any contrary, who by it are guided, but leads into 
the fulfilling of all, and into the life yyhere living yertue is received vvhich 
from the beginning vvas ordained, vvhich is not dead nor formal, but life 
and + whe . _ _ canft fit doyvn in thy n_ time, to eat and drink in 
imitation of vvhat thy imagination comprehends by reading the Scriptures, 
that the Saints did, ahd fo thou glorieft m pplcatinice and ok in Heart. 


6. Partic, That they deny vhe Seriptures. - 


| Proof, Is proved afore in which they are manifeſted to be the maſt auda- 
cious denyers of Scripture that ever hath been, of all the Antichriſtian 


party. 


Reply, That vvhich thou haſt proved afore, thou haſt manifeſted thy ſelf 
in, to be a ſervant unto him vvho is an' enemy to truth, and every appear- 
ance of Righteouſneſs, vyhich by the light 1s brought forth in rhe Chil- 
dren of Obedience, that ſtrikes at every vvork of darkneſs, having no Com- 
munion vvith it, and this makes him rage, in Wrath and Fury- in thee, 'to 
ſpeak great ſvvelling vvords of vanity, and offer them: for # Proof, that his: 
Lyes might have a likeneſs of truth pat upon them, by vyhich many are at 
this day deceived , for the ſcriptures are ovvned and believed in, and the: 
Doctrine of Chrift is obeyed, and the Hhght is vvalked in, vyhich gives us 
fellovvſhip vvith the Father, and vvith the Son, vvhere vve have Commu- 
nion ki. thelife ; but Antichriſt denyeth the Father and rhe Son, and is at 
enmity vvith the divine Nature, and fighting againſt every PR - 
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Godlinel(s, vvhich from the living vertue thereof 15 ononget forth, vvhich thou 
makeſt thy great buſineſs to oppoſe, and contend againſt, 


7, Partic. That they are not guided by that light and ſpirit that gave forth 
the Scriptures. | 


Proof. 1s proved both by their denyal of thiſe Scriptures and Commands yi- 
ven forth by the light . and ſporis of God in the Scriptures, and alſo in their 
ſetting x1 4 pretended light within, contrary to any teachings of the fy:- 
rit of Goa in the Scriptures, 


* Reply, Thou art proved a Lyar by plain Scripture, in the Third Reply, 
where it 1s proved, that Chriſt is the light, and it was 1n their hearts, and 
this doth the teachings of Gods ſpirit in the ſcripture witnels, and we nei- 
ther deny the teachings 'nor Commands given forth by the light and ſpirit 
of God in the Scriptures, but have unity with. them, and the ſame light 
and ſpirit teacheth us, and unto the Commands thereof we wait to yield 
obedience, but it is thy buſineſs to make Lyes thy Refuge, and add one to 
another without ſhame, neither ſhewing what the Teachings and Commands 
are, which thou fſayeſ{t the Scriptures teacheth and commandeth, and what 
we deny ; nor what the light and ſpirit, is, nor where to be waited for,which 
thou ſayeſt we arenot guided by ; but thou paſſeſt all for Proof, becauſe 
thou ſayeſt it. 4a = 


8. Partic, That they are evil dealers, aud fighters againſt God, 


Proof. Is proved in their evil dealing; and fighting againſt the ſpirit of 
God (peaking. in the Scriptures, and denying obedience thereunto, and 
rayling againſt thaſe that annobey, to exalt their lying ſpirit againſt it : 


Reply. What ſhall be done unto thee, © thou falſe tongue, who without 
fear uttereth ſuch Lyes againft the innocent, who are guided by the ſpirit 
of truth out of all evil dealing, or, wrogg doing ! but thou art in the depth 
of the bottomleſs pit, and from thence foaming out thy own ſhame, not 
fearing! to [peakany.thing which .the lying ſpirit puts into thy mouth, and 
callſt it. a Proof, when thou haſt neither {ſcripture ground, nor reaſon, to ſhew 
for what thou ſayeſt, but as the Devil hatcheth miſchief in thy heart, ſo with 
a ready mind thou ſerveſt him in what he will have thee to ; & and lo falſe- 
ly accuſes the innocent, who! an all obegience ſerveſt the Lord, and walk af- 
ter the ſpirit, and, yield .all obediencetp.it; and yet. thou fayeſt they deny the 
ſpirit -of God ſpeaking .1n, he Scriptures, but haſt not ſhewed what thoſe 
{peakings. are, nor who they: are. that do obey, that they rail againſt, nor 
what the lying ſpirit.is that they exalt, for what thou haſt here Frid down, 
is. but in ſubſtance one with thy whole matter,which thou callſt Proofs , for 
what thou halt; go ſay 1s chiefly againſt the light within, and diſobedience to 
the: ſcripture teaching, in which thou. haſt been proved a lyar. and a falſe 
accuſer, manifeſting norung but envy : againſt the: Righteous Generation, 
whole. foundation is ſure, and their footſteps ſo ordered upon it that all thy 
darts\canunot make them to move, neither can the ſtrength of thy might ſhake 
heir foundation, | EK 


9, Partic: 
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9, Partic. That they have neither þ art in, nor fellowſhip with the Scriptures, 


Proof, what part or fellowſhip can they have with the Scriptures, who deny 
their Teachings, and Commands thereof, and the (pirits ſpeaking there- 
in, and labours to draw all men from their Teaching ; except that pay: 
and Pony of condemnatidn which the Scriptures doth paſs ſentence 
of, againſt all that diſobey their Teaching, 


Reply, Wilt thou not here ſee thy ignorance, 'to ask a queſtion and offer 
it for a Proof? was ever any that thou readeft of in the ſcriptures, who were 
guided by the ſpirit of Truth, thus taught ? for the ſcripture doth not* tet 
up it ſelf, to be the reacher, neither canſt thou prove 1t, or that the Scripture 
paſſeth ſentence upon any, but the Lord gives forth his word, that gives 
{ſentence againſt all the diſobedient, and the ſcriptures do but declare that 
ſentence which was given forth by the Lord, and it 1s the grace of God that 
teacheth, and the anointing within, and this the ſcripture bears witneſs of, 
and direts the minds of ul people unto, where true teaching 1s received, 
from the true voice, and this we labour to draw all men unto, therefore thy 
condemnation will be from the ght which thou art at enmity with, and 
hates it, becauſe thy. deeds are evil, 


Lo, Partzc, T' bat they are guilty of taking Counſel together againſt Chriſt, 


Proof, 1s Proved in their binding themſelves together in many and ſeveral 
places, and thereby all the wiejence of words and writings that they can, 
draw men from the teaching \of Chriſt-and his Apoſtles, to follow theixr 

' falſe devices, and ſecret pretended light : . 


Reply. Thou art in the Heathens rage, and there fighting againſt the Lord, 
and ſpeaking evil of the things thou knoweft not, calling the light falſe and 
pretended, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached for the doctrine of fal- 
vation, unto all that love it and believe. in it, and for condemnation unto all 
that hate itz and unto this light 'we exhort all people to look unto and be 
ſaved, which is theeternal truth, which thou canſt not prevail againſt, 


11, Partic. That they ſeek to kill Chriſt in his wit neſs, x 

Proof. 1s proved in their ſeeking to kill that Chriſt which is preached and 
taught in the Scriptures, to (et up their own falſe Idol, which they call 
Chriſt within, never preach'dor taught in Scripture, but the Scriptures 
will be lively witneſſes to their Condemnation. 


Reply. Thou art a cruel Blaſphemer to call Chriſt within a falſe Idol, and 
dare affirm that he never was fo preacht or taught in the Scriptures ;; doeſt 
thou talk ſo much of the ſcripture and their teaching, and. haſt thou never 
read in the declaration thereof that Chriſt is in Heaven ? and did not he 
teach unbelievers to look for the Kingdom of Heaven within them? and haſt 
thou not read Joh. 17. 23. 1 i» them, and thou in me ; and Gal, x. 15 ,16. But 
when it pleaſed God who ſeparated me from my Mothers womb, and called me 
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ly his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that 1 might preach him among the Gen- 
files ; and Col. 1.27,28, To whom God would make known what a5:ithe riches 
of the gloxy of this Myſtery, among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you the hoje 
of glory, whom we preach : Now let the wile in heart judge thy blaſphemy, 
who hath denied Chriſt and the plain words of Scriptures, and faith Chriſt 
within is a falſe Idol, and that he was never fo preacht in the Scriptures, 
- when they preach'd that Chriſt that was in them, and not another, whom 
we-know to live in us, and ſo preach him, which thou by wicked hands 
Crucifieſt and ſlayeſt in thee, and ſo Blaſphemeſt his holy name ,I am moved 
to warn thee to repentance, -that-thou mayeſt not go on \in the hardneſs of 
thy heart, to treaſure up Wrath againſt the day of Wrath, and Revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God, for thou art in the Gall of bitterneſs, and 
the bond of iniquity, 


12, Partic,That they ſet wp 4 Kingdom of darkneſs. 


Proof. 1s proved in etting up their low-bred devices of darkne(s, ag:inſt 
the glorious and beavenly light of Chrift in the Scriptures, 


Reply, Let thy mouth of w__ be for ever ſtopped, who hath denied 
Chriit and the Scriptures, and ſtandſt anopen enemy againſt the glorious 
light of Chriſt, declared of in the ſcriptures , but where is it written that 
the Heavenly light of Chriſt is3n the ſcriptures, but it is written thatthetrue 
light is Chriſt, aud the ſcriptures arenot Chriſt, but are they which teſtifie 
- of him, theretore.thy underitending is darkned, and the God of this World 
hath thee Captive at his will, and. fills thee full of Witchcraft, that by thy 
Sorceries,the ſimple minds are deceived, unto whoſe view thou art- now 0- 
pened, and thy enchantments arediſcovered, that thou mayſt be ſeen naked 
and bare. 


I3. Partic. That they are againſt the Seriptures, 


Proof. was there ever any more groſly and wickedly againſt the Scriptures 
than they who dewied their  life,. diſobey their teachings boldly and au- 
daciouſly, aud ſet up their ewn darkneſs which they call light, againſt 


the lizht thereof? 


Reply. Thou haſt here manifeſted thy folly, 1n askinga queſtion and of. 
fering it for a Proof, and ſpeaking the fame ſentences over again which 
thou haſt uſed before, and is Replied to, but thou art as a loſt man, who 
knowſt not which way to take, and ſo many times goeth backward when he 
ſhould go forward, as thou art _. who knows not what to ſay to make 
up ſomething, to call a Proof , but the ſcriptures thou haſt denied, and it is 
plainly proved againſt thee, and the light which they bear witneſs of thou 
art an enemy unto it, and fighting againſt it. | 


14. Partic, That they deny the Lord that bought them, 


Proof, 1s proved in their bringing in damnable Hereſies, 2 Pet. 2.1, wnder a 
pretence of a lizht within, to deny the light of Chriſt held forth in the 
| .» Scriptures 
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Scriptures, as in the doctrine of Redemption, ſaying, Their light within 
is the Reatemer, and that nothing without a 'man can Redeem him ; 


by which is denied that preat Redemption and Redeemer, who without 
all mex did Redeem all men, 


Reply. Thou haſt here brought a ſcripture which is *owned, and ſeen rote 
fulfilled in thee, that haſt denied Chrift within, whois the Lord, which is 
a damnable Hereſie, and contrary to the ſcriptures yz and doth not that ſcrip- 
ture ſay, that ſuch as bring in damnable Hereſtes ſhall alſo ſpeak evil of 
the way of truth ? and is not this thy great buline(s to ſpeak eval of Chriſt 
the light of the world, who is the way and, the truth, which thou art ſpeak- 
ing againſt, and ſo art out of thedodrine of Redemption, not knowing thy 
Redeemer to live, having not obeyed from thy heart the form of Chrifts d- 
drine, & ſo art not come to the work of Redemption,which worketh by his 
own mighty power 1n all that believe in him, ſaving from fin, and redeeming 
from all iniquity, and making perfe& for ever through he fanctification of 
the ſpirit, which is his work within, and yet without all men ; thele things 
thou canſt not reach unto, in thy wiſdom below. 


I5. Partic. That they make the word of God of none Authority. 


Proof, ol pat” by thtir Traditions againſt the teachings of the word of God, 
which tells men, that they who are without Faith are without Chriſt, and 
the true light, Eph. 2, 12, But the Quakers tell men, who are with- 
out faith, that To have angd\muſt look to put and the true gh 


within ; 4 flat contradition to the divine Authority of the word of 
God, 


Reply. All that know the Word of God, and the teachings thereof, do ſee 
thee to be in that ſtate as they -were, who were without Chrift , and the A- 
poſtle doth not ſay that Chriſt was not within them, but that they were with- 
out Chriſt, and without God in the world, and therefore he calls them to a- 
wake and ariſe fron the dead, that Chrilt mightgive them light, which was 
not a light without them, for that they had whilſt they were dead, but to 
the light within them, did he mind them, which when they had received, 
they were made light in the Lord, and knew him to be the Author of their 
Faith, which he wrought in their hearts by the Word of his power, which 
is the Word of Faith preached; and ſtands 1n the divine authority of God, 
that ſo ir is the true {oarine which the Word of God teacheth, without a- 
ny contradiction, that they whoare without faith are without Chriſt, and 
yet who are without faith are to look unto Chriſt within them, and obey 
him there, that he may work faith in their hearts, which thoſe who are at 
enmity with him, doth not come to know, and ſo abide without him in 
the unbelief, and in the world, having no communion with his life, and 
though ſuch be without him, = he is within them a faithful witneſs ro 
reprove them in their own conſcience, for their tranſgreffion and diſobedi- 
ence ; but the Book unto thee is ſealed and thou art unlearn'd and thy heart 


hardened, that thou wilt not believe truth, though from the living Word of 
God it be declared. 


16. Partic. 
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16, Partic. That they ſet their hearts againſt the Lords Teathings in the 
Scriptures, | 


Proof, 1, proved in their. ſetting themſelves in array againſt the teachings of 
eo {em his Apoſtles in the Scriptures, which is the open manifeſtation 
| of the true light, and calling ment'tnto the deſart and ſecret place to look 

for light in he houſe of darkneſs, | 


w 1 Chriſt ſaid, falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe and {Mew 
great ſigns and wonders, inſomuch that if it were poſſible they ſhould deceive 
the very Ele&, but ſaith he, Behold I, have told you before, wherefore it 
they ſhall ſay unto you, Behold he is'in the deſart, go not forth, Mar. 24. 
If thy underſtanding was opened to know the Scriptures, Chriſts own words 
declares thee plainly what thou art, and what ſigns and wondets thou art 
ſhewing to deceivE by, faying, Chriſt is without, behold him there, Chriſt 
ſaith, Go not forth, this is his own doctrine, and all believers obey it, and 
that which they . were not to go forth from, was within them and when 
thoſe falſe Prophets came which Chriſt ſaid ſhould come, Fohn {aw their 
deceit, and their ſeducing ſpirit, in the ſame light, in which thou art now 
made manateſt, and he exhorted to beware of that which did ſeduce, and 
to look unto that which was within them, which is the anointing, ſaith he, 
that ye have received of him and abideth in you, and you need not that 
any man teach you, but as the ſame anointing teacheth you of all things, 
and 15 truth, and no lye, Foh. 2. 27. And thus the Scriptures come to be 
known and witneſſed in the unity of that Spirit which is but one in all, 
Chriſt ſaid falſe Prophets ſhould come, Go xot forth , Fohn ſaw them when 
they did come, and hefaid, Abide , ix the anointing which is in you; and here 
is the pure Doctrine of Chriſt and the Apoſtle declared in the unity of the 
Spirit, which thou art. at enmity with, and fo teacheth another Dodrine, 
as all falſe Prophets and deceivers do. 


17, Partic. That they ſet up their own traditions, 


Proof. 1s provel in ſetting up their pretended light, which is quite contrary 
to the light and teachings of Scripture. 


Reply. Thou being in the ſtate of darkneſs, callſt good evil, and ſo falfly 
acculeſt the truth by thy lying ſpirit, which to make way for thy lyes to be 
brought in, cryes out againſt the truth to be contrary to the Scripture-teach- 
ing ; and under this Vail of thick- darkneſs, was the Lord of Glory Crucifi- 
ed by the wile Scripture-learned,who _ out againſt, him to teach contrary 
to what was written in the Law an 
themſelves againſt him who was the end of the Law ind Prophets, and 
wy _ him (as thou in that Wiſdom art doing) who is the light of 
the world, 


18, partic. That they pull dewn the Oracle of God in the Scripturrs, 


Proof, 7s proved in their callizg the Scriptures deat and lifeleſs, and pullins* 
their 
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their teachings from mens hearts and minds, that they might receiue 
their falſe Voice which is quite contrary to them. 


Reply, Chriſt's ſheep hear his voice, and follow him, and his voice they 
know from ſtrangers ; and it is the true Voice which 1s uttered from Gods 
holy habitation, which 1s {weet to all that love it, anda terror to all char hate 
it, unto which we mind all people to give diligence, that 'with a reidy 

ormance they may obey and do whatloever it doth command , and this 
1s the ſtill voice whuch 1s behind thee, from which thou ftarct afide, and 


- will notabide the reproof thereof. 


7 19. Partic. That they ſet up their own Idol-Books as a living voice, 


Proof, 7s proved in their ſetting up thtir Books for Teachers, ana callins the 
Scriptures dead ana lifeleſs , which books compared with their denyal, of 
the Scriptures teaching, are ſet forth with blaſphemons Titles. ' 


Reply. The Lord God who lives for ever, pleads the cauſe of the innocent 
againſt thy falſe tongue , and he that ſearcheth all hearts, and judgerh right 
in every conſcience, knows that thou doſt faſly accule the righteous gene- 
ration, and that there isno guilt upon them, asto what thou haſt charged a- 
gainſt them ; for theydo not deny the Scriptures , nor ſet up their Books 
tor Teachers, neither are the Titles thereof blaſphemous, but in this rhou 
haſt ſerved thy Maſter to the, full;- and to all moderate Spirits art manifeſt 
to bear the Image of him who yvas ' a lyar from the beginning , and thou 
haſt neither ſhevved vyhat they deny the Scriptures in, nor vvhat Titles their 
Books bear, nor hovy they are blaſphemous, neither haſt given any Scriprure- 
proof or expreſſion for vvhat thou haſt ſaid, but as thou hatcheſt nulchief 
42 thy heart, ſo thou utterſt it vvithout fear, ; 
20, Partic, That they perſwade themſelves and others of a liht within,with- 

out and againſt any tejiimwny of: Scripture, 


Proof. 7s proved in all their teachings by word and writing, which chi-fly 

conſiſts in this, to xell men who are not inthe faith, That they muſt look 

oxely to the light within them, «nd not to the Scriptures light, which is 
without, and againſt all Scripture*teaching, | 


Reply. The beaſt hath been ſore troubled for any defence againſt the Lambs 
povver ; ior thou haſt had thy proofs ſo far to ſeek, that if thou hadſt not 
gone dovvn into the pit of darkneſs, vyhere lyes are invented, thou might'ſt 
have ſtood ſilent, vvhich had been better for thee then to make lyes thy 
refuge, and vvith them accule the truth, and- riſe up againſt the Lamb,and_ 
his follovvers, to make War, and rather then thou vvilt ſtand fill, thou vyilt 
add lye to lye, and ipeak them over and over, asis manifeſt in the particulars, 
and what thou haſt offered to prove them by and it is a true Do&tine, and 
hath before been plainly proved, .That ali men are to look unto Chriſt vvho 
is the light ofthe World, that in his light they may vvalk and knovy him to 
be the Author of Faith, and to vvork it in their hearts vvith povyer, and no 


unbeliever 1s to look unto any other thing but Chriſt the rrue light, and the 
N Authcr 
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Author of Faith, and the Teacher, and there is not another, neither doth 
the Scriptures ſet themſelves in that place, but bear vvitnels unto him unto 
vyhom all povver 1s given, vvho by his ovvn living voice calls all to come 
unto him, and they that come, he doth not caſt off, neither ſends them to tlc 
Scriptures (nor any thingelie) for life or falvation, but opens the freſh '(privgs 
vyhere ſatisfaction and pure refreſhment is received, andeternal life yvitnefted 
and the Scripture-teltimony owned, and fo by the light are thy lies and falſe 
accuſations condemned, 

Then thou ſaidft, Thos remindſt me of what 1 ought to prove aoainſt thee, 
which is, That thou goeſt upon thy belly,and feeds upon the duſt, 

Thou didſt conſilh in thy Writing that it was the Lords Sentence againſt 
the Serpent; then look into the 2 ; of Afar. and there ſee what torr of people 
they were that Chriſt calls Serpents, and though there be not thy name, yet 
thou haſt the nature, and in thatart working the ſame wickedneſs, and filling 
up the mealure of thy fathers : And here thou maiſt read thy ſelf, and thy por- 
tion, and this is a plain proofto all the children of light, unto wv hom Ioftr it, 
who hath unity with that which proveth all things. 

Then thou bidft me /atour to have my mind enlarged, though my tody be in 
priſon , and then askeſt, 1f'zhe light within hath taught me to deny Tythes with- 
out the Scripteres, and if I will ſay my cauſe is good, being for the non-payment of 
,Tythes , and if the light within Lk tauzht me that without the Scrip- 
tures, then thou ſayeſt he who throws me in ne may pretend as good a lioht 
within to demand them, as I td deny them , but if I deny to pay becauſe the 
Scripture hath taught me otherwiſe , thou askelt, why 7 will not as wet! obey 
' them in what they command me in other things, as in the non-payment of mony ; 
and then askeſt, why 1 will call them dead and lifeleſs, and yet call them for 
my defence when I am in need, Then thou bidſt me conſider well of rhis, and 
be not deceived, | 

It is not my own Jabgur that can enlarge my mind unto God, neither is- 
it the impriſonment of my body, that can keep my mind bound, but in the 
Lords power my heart is enlarged, 'and I made willing to run the way of 
his Commands, who is near unto me, and in the midft of my ſufferings, his 
comforts delight my foul, and his right hand upholds me, and my caule is 
00d, being tor the non-payment of tythes, and thou canſt not overthrow 
it, and by the light of Chriſt ig my Conſcience I am taught to deny them, 
and in the light I have unity with the Scriptures, and am made to ſtand a 
Witneſs againſt all deceit and opprefſion, as they did who gave forth the 
Scriptures, knowing Chriſt the end of all types and figures, tythes,and temples 
made with hands, who is the unchangeable life ; but this Gate is too ftraight 
for thee to enter in at,and the way too narrow for thee to walk in, and ſo thou 
lightly.cſteemeſt of thoſe that are truly called by the Lord to walk thercin, 
and unto all cſs which by the Doctrine of Chriſt in the Scriptures I am 
commanded, I deſire to wait, that I may perform them with a ready mind,and 
that I may as a good ſervant do the will of God who is my helper in the need-' 

ful time, and doth defend me'from all falſe tongues , neither doI own, or call 
any thing for my defence in the truth, but he alone who is my life, in whom 
I truſt, that dothnot fail me, but hath wrought great things for me by his 
own arm, andT truſt will ftill deliver me, when the good pleature of his will 
he hath performed. So thy ſecret parts are unveiled, and thou art manife- 
ited where thou gocſt,and upon what thou feedelt; tor it is the Serpents poy- 
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ſon which out of thy y_ pon: caft, who would give him that. caſts me into 
priſon as good xight to d es byap light, asIto deny them 
from the tryg light, an Ty” bythy Pot e the thing] prerenycd Fo 
be efcqualy weight. with that ; cub $ ulii_e | for al}, that 

gs that are freely gwen 


receives. the fpirir which is of God, k 
of God, and the light of Chriſt which A every man that comes 
into the world, doth not give unto. 'any :as good aright to demand any part 
of the ſubſtance which the Lord gives and encreaſes unto me, as it doth unto 
me to deny that man of _—_ oP: —_ and rorecet y own-which the Lord 
hath encreaſed unto fig: pſa f Leſuo! demand that 
which is not hes, nor Fig ao he who we kim any intereſt 
in, he errs from the true light, and his pretence doth St "de his demand 
neithcr equal nor warrantable, for thexruehght doth not lead any man to 
covet or to deſire that which is not his, but brings all that are guided by it 
to be ſatisfied andcontented with, the Lords rf and egcyealc unto them 
and ſo the tenth Cock of Hey or Gow, or other Enereaſe, b as truly my own 
as the nine, being the ſame encreaſe unto me. From the Lord, and I juſtly 
challenge it as the Lords bleſſing, and ſo received it as my own, truly from 
the Lord, without yielding any account to any man, and I have the an{wer 
of a good conſcience in 1t, and peace with Godin ſuffering for it, and who 
es tythes, demjes Chrilt the true light z and who pays Tythes are not 
oy. by him will is the end of Tythes, and of that Covenant under which 
Tythes were pal 
Therefore Pe ther thy ſelf again, and be covered with ſhame, and let thy 
deceitful tongue be for nr ſilent, who hath ſo proudly, ſcornfully, and dil- 
dainfally ſpoken againſt the right way ofthe Lord, and ole that walk there- 
in; So I RR conſidered thee in the 2B, | in which all things are conſi- 


dered/\a, ib lee -oohe x )b a deckiyer, 2 lygr, and a flan- 
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derer, ath proved thee, - Therefort the Doetrine of repentance is 
preachoh unto ther. , " "FF AGE a 
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To all the 


Fathers Love, 
 Ele4-Children. 


Unto the | 
RIGHTEOUS CONGREGATIONS, 
Who in the LIGHT are gathered, and are Wor- 
ſhippers of the Father in Spirit and T ruth. 


To beread among ſt them inthe pure fear of the Lord God, when they 
are Aſſembled and met together in his Name. 


By William Smith, 
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Dear Friends and Brethren, 


He day 1s the Lords, he hath appeared yoz ro wi/ir, and unto him 
muſt the gathering be, his work is great, his Arm is powerful, he 
hath made it bare, it rules for him, Nations ſhall know it, and all 

; People thall behold the appearance of his might, he hath dealt 
with you 2 m?rcy, and yet are his Fudgements true , he ſought you i» his love 
| when 


| 
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then there was none to help he ſaved by his Power when all beheld you and 
paſſed by, who can declare his goodneſs? orwho can ſtew forth his loving kind- 
eſs? he hath wrought with his Army and his right hand hath done vali- 
antly ; he found you i» the wilderneſs, and upon Mountains icattered, 
he prepared 4 way for you, and hath brought you into the Yalleys , great things 
bath he done, and proſperous hath his work bee, this is his day, long it hath 
been waited for, and the cry hath been for rhe appearance of it, it is ow come 
and in it is his Work wrought, you that waited for-it, and did abide it, -arc 
bleſſed, for dreadful was his appearance whilſt the' wicked ſtood in his fight, 
and as a conſuming fire he came to deſtroy them; that many ſhrunk from him, 
' and could not abide the day of his coming, but fled from his Righteous 

Judgments, who had truly waited for his Appearance , his Wrath was hot 
and his Stroak was heavy, and his riſing was like a:man of War, lo that his 
Enemies fell before him, and were ſcattered by his Arm, the mighty could 
not ſtand, but from this ſeat he brought them down , he ſpake and the Earth 
trembled, he uttered his voice and the Hills melted ; it is you that have beheld 
his mighef acts, who did abide the day of his coming, and fled not from his 
Arm of power, but gave his enemies into his hand, and did not} love your 
lives to death , then did you feel the ſtrength of his might, who came in 
power to redeem his choſen, then did the womb of the morning open, then 
did {ore travail come upon. you, pangs took hold on every fide, and great 
was the cryes that then was heard, 

Now was your Deliverance! nigh at hand, and his only begotten came 
into the World, this was the day in which the poor found help, and that of 
low degree was raiſed up, then the: Priſoner came out of the pit, and the 
Captive was delivered out of Iron/bonds, ſo did his work proſper in his 
hand, and deliverance came by-his eternal Power, . you felt his terrour up- 
on the wicked, and none was able toreſift his might, his ſtroak was heavy 
on your loynes, and feebleneſs poſſeft your reins, for in his wrath he ſealed 
you down, and you Janguiſht inthe deep diftreſs,' then did your cry 20 up ##- 
ro him, and the earneſt breathed for relief, his bowels yearned to his own, and 
his love brake forth like - mighty fream, his ear was open for to hear; and his 
Arm ready to delzver, for he remembred 'his holy Covenant, and his own Inhe- 
rit:nce whom he had choſen, he did not-leave you when you were weary, 
nor forſake you when you were f2eb/e, but in he deep he was your ſtrexeth, 
and in your travail he you #pheld, ſo did he lead you in his Mercy, and yet 
his Judgments are all z-ze ; you walked in the narrow way, and his Arm of 
power was your ſ#pport, he brought you thorough the Gate of Death, and 
raiſed up the ſeed of Life, his love i8not to be expreſſed, nor the works of 
his hands to be declared, for in the midſt of Fudgement he remembred mercy, 
and Is eye of pitty was open towards you , the Lyon could not prey upon 
you, his mouth he /opped, the Devourer could not ſpoil you, him ke jud - 
ged ; Pharaoh could not keep you, him he Plageed , the Grave could not ſhut 
you up, that he opezed, and out of the horrible pit he you delivered , then 
did rhe poor find help in his Power, and the needy was relieved in his Mer- 
cy, he ſtretched forth his Arm, and Salvation came, and that was wrought 
which no other could do, though you had run from man to man, and had en- 
quired: after God, and fought to have obtained Peace, yet none could bring 
true tyding3 of it, but ſtill you monrned for want of Zife, and travelled in 
the anguith of your Spirits, 7#2-ig but obtained fot, ſeeking but could not 


find, 
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find, until you were wearied in fore travail, and ready to faint under your 
heavy burthens z then did you cry ## your deep diſtreſs, and he heard out of (is 
holy Hill ; he made the Fountain open wide, and his Salvation did not rarry, 
he gave you eaſe and made you lad, and brought you into a wealthy-place, 
that your joy in his preſence did increaſe, and the days of mourning paſled 
away for his wotk in you he brought to paſs, and accompliſhed the thing 
which he had determined, : 

Oh Friends, what hath the Lord done for you ! pen cannot wtite, nor 
tongue declare z you were loft and he ſought you, Strangers and he gathered 
you, Enemies and he Reconciled you, Sinners and he Saved you ; what could 
the-Lord do more for you? Mountains are fallen, the Earth is melted, the De- 
vourer is ſpoil'd, for a4gainft the mighty hath the Lord appeared, and his work 
hath been proſperous in his hand, he hath brought death upon the firſt mar, 
and all his deeds he hath deſtroyed, he hath quickned the ſecond, and in his 
power he is raiſed, and in glory is his only begottey come into the world, 
_ and unto him muſt the gathering be , you are bleſledin whom he is revealed, 
who feels your Union with his Zife, and your Tranſlation into hiSLikeneſs , 
abide with, him, depart not from him, for there 1s not another that c47 ſave, or 
can refreſh the wearied ones, for many have forſaken him, and have not 
continued faithful tro him, though for a time they followed him, and whil'{t 
they did abide were faithful in fm, but when Tribulation came they ſtarted 
a/ide, and turnedinto a withered branch, for they could nor abide the Fudg- 
ment, nor the ſtr4itneſ3 of the way to walk in, bus ſought for eaſe and a ca7- 
nal liberty, and ſo departed from the Lord after they were Exlightned, and of 
his word and Power taſted , and having Erred from the Right way, they have 
been again Extangled, and a yoak of bondage is come upon their ects, 
ſo hath the Enemy wrought upon them, and drawn them trom the needful_ 
thing, that no Zife 1s peleſed, nor Powey exjoyed, but Antichriſt Exalted, and 
the Temple filled with a dry ſpirit, that deadneſs and drowſineſs 1s over the 
living, the oyl being ſtopt, the ſpirit of ſlumber entred, and the Lamp is filled 
with it, that when he comes he is not regarded, nor no Readineſs to receive 
him, for there is no delight in waitizg for him ; ſo have many loſt their Fir / 
Love, and are Erred from the way of Life, 

Oh Friends ! there was a time in which he was more Pretious unto you,when 
in the day he caſed you, and in his lovedid viſi# you, then was your hearts 
upright towards him, and your joy did 4bowrd in him, that you could have 
left all to follow him, and nothing was 'dear unto you for his ſake , then was 
the 0y/poured forth freely, and the ſavour of it was ſweet unto you, and 
your Lamps in brightnels burtfed in that day, and Life and Power you truly 
enjoyed, and in [weet tendernels you were always kept, waiting his preſence 
iz you to feel, and the brightnels of his glory to behold, your earnelt was ſo 
much unto him, that nothang could ſatishe but the exjoywent of kim , Oh how 

ſweet was his word unto you in that Day, how were you quickned and enlay- 
ged 11 it, that you could have run and not been weary, tuch was your de- 
light in his Commandments, how did you then attend to his Courſe/,and from 
his mouth received 1nſ/ruioz, it was your Meat and Drink to do his will, 
whilſt the tenderneſs did abide upon you, and that which God had raiſed was 
{reſh and /iving in you, then was your eye kept ſingle to him; and was not 
after other Lovers, vour delight was in him placed, and in ſweet Union with 
his Life you /zved, in the meaſure which then you had received, and there- 
in 
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in was your Lives refreſhed, and every morning your ſtrength rexewed, that 
there was notthen a feeble Perſon, nor no wearineſs nor faintnels was upon 
you, but but the wing power guickned, and revived you, anda fweet favour 
of life was then fe/t amongſt you. N 

Oh conſider ! for it was better with many in that day than now, who have 
forſaken their fr/# Love, and are again come under the vai/, and doth not feel 
the ſprings of life in freſhneſs, to keep them awake and living «#0 God ; Oh 
come within my Friends, for this Book is openedto be read, divide 4 right.teel 
in the Power, ſee to the Root what ſprings up, which is the fruit, taſte and ee 
how it is, ſearch to the bottom, mind Gods wirgeſs, it will not deceive you, 
it will-let you all ſee your conditions plainly, it will not bring one thing to 
Light nad hide another, but it will bring allup, that you may read thorow 
with an underſtanding, from the firſt dey untill zow, for the Witnels is zrue, 
and will bear witneſs unto the Tr»ch in all, and what is out of the Truth ir 
will reprove without reſpec? of Perſons, ſo may all ſee your preſent ſtates, 
as the witneſs is minded and taken heed unto, and it will keep all doun to 
the meaſure of Truth, and then none will ſeem to be above what they are : 
And upon whomſoever the witneſs ſmites, hearken to it, and as it opens 
your preſent ſtates, tr not away your ear, that whoever have erred, and 
from your frft Love departed, may again return : Oh he is near you, he waits 
for you, come, he will not Reject you, but will freely heal you, for yet is 
the Day of his Mercy toyou; for verily many are cooled, and many fſlum- 
ber, who in the dzyof zexderne(s truly taſted of the word and Power, trom 
= the Oyl was poured forth that cauſed their Lamps to bear 4 glorious 

EW, 

And this is a Lamentation in Iſrael this day, the glory thereofin many 
ſeems to fade and adry covering comes over 1n its p/ace, all may read as you 
mind the Zight, ſo will every one know your preſent ſtates, for the eyes of 
many hath been abroad, and things hath been looked at and reaſoned a- 
bout, and in the vifible the mind hath run, uncill the /4:/ hath been ſecretly 
drawn, that fears hath extered, and their faith $«rprized, and then hath wa- 
vered, that they have been driven back and their ſtrength ſpoz/ed, and fo are 
many gone y, and neither find ſprings nor paſture : So all be diligent 
ſearch out the Matter, the Lizht-will find it where it is, and let all ſee where 
you are, and what you feed upon, for the Fathers Love ſends to you all, that 
the ſtrayed may be gathered, and the faithful eftabliſhed, and though there 
may be ſome which will not hearken, yet ſhall 7/7aels glory taxa, and all thar 
are willing thither to come, though you have erred, it ſhall not be remem- 
bred, but the healing virtue of /ife = ſhall all taſte and feel; Oh hearken, 
come, delay not, the fatter 1s weighty, | 

And all you dear and tender ones, born of the mmortal ſeed, ſweet and 
pretiousare you all, the Fountain opens freely unto you, the Fathers love 
cannot hold from you, for you are his own, he hath Choſez you, and over 
vou is his Arm ſtretched out, your feer ſtand in a ſure place, and your Foun- 
datioa none can remove, happy are you that be in ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed 
for ever, who hath choſe the Lord to be your God, you have ſtood inithe 
Fudaement, andin the Croſs hath walked, and nothing could turn your feet 
aſide, you have not been Ertaneled though often allured, you have been 
kept out of the Fowlers »er, and from him have you been preſerved; ſo in 
your ſtations you have ſtood, and hath not fwerved from the Zoya, but in his 
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Power hath been kept, and your Integrity you have Retained , you are the 
living branches who in the mortal knows your Life, your Leafe ſhall not 
wither, neither ſhall your Bloſſom fade, but glorious ſhall your Fruit be, for 
in the River of pe of on your Root is placed, he hath weaned you from the 
world his life to delight in, he feeds' you dayly with the fatnels of Jis 
Houſe, and gives you to drink of his f#/zeſs freely ; Oh what is like unto 
your Portion, Ye tender Plants, your Bread is (ure, and your water faileth 
not, your dwelling place is full of P/eaſantneſs, and your peace no man can 
take away, 

The Lord hath formed you in the womb, and in his Power hath brought 
you forth, to make you a Holy. People to himlelf, and a Gereratioz to take 
delight in , Children of his Love you are, and his mercy 15 Ezaleſs unto 
you, his Seed he hath raiſed in you to Raign , and made you Subjects to 
his Powe, in the Covenant of his Life he hath Sealed you up, and who ſhall 
ſeparate you from his Love ? who ts ſufficient for theſe things? or, Who can 
ſhew forth his Mighty adts? Oh let not his mercies be forgotten, nor his 
loving kindneſs ſlip out of your 2»inds, for his own Arm hath wrought his 
work, and in his Power you have been made to ſax, elle had you been as 0- 
thers are, for no Tem?tation but is Common, and none can ffazd but in his 
Power, for he alone is 1ſraels keeper, therefore the Boaſter 1s Excluded, and 
all the lofty is caſt down, who in their Differexce leems to Glozy, and- ſmites 
at others who in tome things may Difer from them, and would have none 
come near tothem but ſuch as in the /zkeneſs of their Ho/zxeſs dorh appear, 
and who appears not with. them, ſuch they Fudge, and who receives and owzs 
them, luch 1s their Zove unto in the afe#ox, and 1o runs into a Self-ſepara- 
ratio» ond particular union, and this doth not refreſh the Seed, nor travails not 
to {er 1t free. | \ 

Oh dear Friends, watch over this Spirit, that it may not have a place in a- 
ny-of you to R#/e, for the Fruit of it is Bitterneſs, and the Exd of it 1s Deſs- 
{ation, therefore be you all ſtayed in the: pure meaſure of the Love of God, 
Received, that therein you may bind' and heal, cheriſh and ſuccour every 
breathing deſire that thirſts after the Zord God, not looking at the appearance; 
nor Judging according to that, but to feel in the mealure of the Love and Life, 
the true {are of every oe, and fo to deyide aright, that however any do ap- 
pear; the Cry of the mmortal may be felt, and the tate thereof truly Difcern- 
ed, that you may reach forth an Armto all that ſtand in need, and do good 
to ell in tenderneſs, INE what makes youto a#fer ; for verily 
Friends,the Lords dear Seed breaths atter him out of all Forms and Appe ar- 
ances, and he is gathering and bringing forth a People out ofthe Traditions, 
who cannot live any longer thercin, ſuch is the Earneſt after God in many 
_this' Day, unto whom his'##nder Viſitation of Love is reached forth; ſo put not 
a difference in Forms and Appearances, but. in their true ground where the 
difference ſtands, that betwaxt the births you may truly divide, for the leait 
breathing after God in Texderneſs is to be Cheriſbed in all, under what For: 
Or ppearaxce loever they. do yet abide, and the Lord is gathering 4 People 
1aRis Mercy out of all Profeſſions, to make them partakers of his l;vins truth» 
whole underſtandings he is: opening, to behold the wonderful things that 
he is bringing'to paſs n this his Day ; lo let your bowels be open unto all. 
that in the Love wherewith the Farhey hath /oved you,and gathered you,in the 
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ſame /ov? according tothe meaſure, you may reach to the Seed of God i: all, 
that every tender Plant may be refrethed, andall the weak and feeble may 
be ſtrengthened and comforted, that every one in their meaſures may be con- 
lidercd, and as they ſtand Faithful unto God therein, even fo to be nouriſhed 
and tendered in /ove, that all ay be brought to a meaſure of God in them. 
ſelve:, and every one therein-to feel their Union with God and oe another 

that (o all Friends who are gathered into Gods Truth this Day, may be Tran: 
ſlated into his /ikeneſs, and bear his 1mage, who is love, for he hath opened 
his love in freenels to you, and hath largely miniſtre@ forth of the Riches of 
it,and this he doth require, that you ſhould /ove oze another in that love where- 
with he hath /oved you, and this will make you glorious as this COVEring is 
reczived upon you, and by it ſhall all men know that you are trae followers 
of him whole Name you profels, for it draws you near him, and rites you 
to him, and makes you truly /ike him, and it will c/fe you all upin the pu- 
rity of it ſeify andunite you perfe&ly rogether, and preſerve you al! in 2ex- 
dern?ſs to God and oze another, that there will not be an Evi! Eye amongſt 
you, but the $tr0zg will bear with the weak, and not leek ſo much to 
pleate themlelves.; and this is that which truly 4ears and endures all things, 
and travails to remove burdens, and to eaſe the oppreſſed, Cheriſhing that 
which breathes 1n all; but cannot hurt it in any. 

Oh wait dear Friends in the /ove of the Father to abide; for it is a fect 
thing tor brethren there to dwell; and let us conſider ove another; that we 
may provoke one another more unto love, untill 4t be our garment to cover 
us throughout, that nakedneſs may not appearin any, to will 2ll be healers 
and not hurters, nourtſhers, and not deſtroyers; and hes 1s well pleaſing unto 
the Lord, and a ſervice that is accepred of hira, for it 1s the travail of the 
Seed to {ct free; and to bring out of all ſtraitneis, that »xizy may be keld 


' and Increaſed, and every P/axt may be preſerved, and 21! the Body kept in 


{weet order, that every Member may feel its a/9 withthe Head, 3nd there 
Reccive its nouriſhment, ſo will 2 ſupply be miniftred unto that yuy* which 
lacketh, and every Member will tar lerviceable in its place, and bear its 
proper vffice in the Body, and none tofay to each other, have zo nced of thee 4 
bur all ro ſtand in the pure Unity of Life it ſelf, and there perfeRtly jorned 
in the one heart, ſo will the Lords Name be oze, and his Prov/c one, and his 
ſervice and worſhip one, and this will keep all in a ſweet favour unt» God 
and a deirne{s and tenderneſs oe towards axother, and unto this hath the 
Lord called you, wait for the increaſe of it more amongſt you, that love un- 
feignedly may abound, and the life of Righteouſnels may ſ#27:d4 in Dominion 
thaz io for the toul you may all wazch, and with a tender eye be careful oze 
over «other, that the Roay may truly edifie it ſelf in Z&ve, 5nd all may receive 
comfort exe of another, then will the Lord of Life delight in you, and dwell 
amongſt you, and water you dayly in his freſh Springs, and feed you with 
the Heritage of F acob for ever, | 

Oh dear Lambs, prize the Lords Mercies over all, for unto a high calling 
he hath called you, be ſingle unto him, thathis Love you may anſwer in 
walking worthy of all his Mercies, ſo in his Power he will preferve, and with 
his Arm defend, that no weapon formed againſt you ſhall proſper, for his care 
is over his owz, and unto his Choſex doth his Love reach, for a good Shep- 
heard he 1s over his Flock, alway taking care for them, he le«ds them wx here 
good Paſlure is, and feeds them with the choice /t food, his Rod is always Pretch: 

P 


ed. 
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c« forth, and'in it doth their Comfore ſtand, his ſafe is near them to detend, 
that the Dewwarer cannot Spoil, nor with his teeth make them 4 prey, he ſtands 
by them in the Day, and in the m_ he leaves them not, for oo keeper 
doth not ſlumber z you are his C oſer, his Flock, his People, who are of the 
immortal born, your place is ſafe, your ſtrength is ſure, abide within and in 
the Life be ever ſtayed, for in your Text you reſt in Peace, and blefled are 
you for evgrmore. | 

And let not that eye be opened which would be looking forth, but in your 
Tent abide with God, tifat in his Emerg you may $S7ana, and in his Reſt 
'0ur dwelling-place may be ; and heed not man, nor his doings, for ſome 

hath been hurt with looking there, and hath loſt their #»/0» with the Life, 
having looked ſo much-4broad, untill they have ſuffered loſs at Home , and 
whileſt the eye hath thus beheld, it hath been dazled more and more, and 
when the end could not be ſeen, then in the aſtoniſhment they have ſunk 
down, and into much ſorrow have been plunged , let not your minds be fo 
abroad, but keep your habitation within, and ſee mans time and day, and 
what it is, and neither regard his Way nor Doings, for if he do well he is 
accepted, but if evil he will be Scourged, ſo man 1s not to be heeded, for the 
Lord is above him- and all his ways, and hath his heart in his hand, and at 
his pleaſure can turn it, and what comes to pals is by his Permiſſion, and un- 
to all that love him it works for good, therefore let none {ay, Why hath rhe 
Lord done this ? or Why is it thus come to pals ? but all know your ga- 
thering unto God, and with him abide, and let patience be your covering, 
and mecknels the girdle of your loynes, for the Lord hath a work to do and 
it muſt be done by whom he will, if he bring up the Aſſyria» to be a Rod, and 
make the C:/dears an overflowing Scourge, who ſhall fay unto him, Why 
doſt thou fo? they have their time, he lays them by, and they paſs away, 
that all may know there is a God 1n l{rael. 

Oh dear hearts, be ye all Faithful unto the Lord God, for hrge is his Love 
towards you, he will not leave you nor forlake you, but will ſtand by you, 
and deliver you out of all your troubles, for he1s Iiraels ftrength, and rhe 
Salvation of his Choſen ones, truſt in him alone, and in his Power FA 
lieve, for he is able to Save ; though the Deſtroyer purſue, and violently 
atlault, yet 1s he near to be a preſent _ unto you, inhnite is his Loving 
Kindneis unto you, who arg upright in heart, hus-Arm hath gathered you, 
his Arm preſerves and ſaves you, that the wicked one dothnot touch you, 
he hath Succoured and Relieved you, when the ſtorm hath blown ſore upon 
you, he hath quieted the-Wind and the Sea when it hath Ragedty overwhelm 
you, his everlaſting Power you have felt, and his renewed Mercies from day 
to day, * 

Oh wait in the Zi24t that all his Mercies you may read, and every Vilita- 
tion of his tender Love may be always freth'upon your hearts, that you may 
be kept ſenſible of his everlaſting Kindneſs and manifold Mercies trom time 
to time beſtowed : You are the bleſſed of the.Lord, who in his Power are kept 
Faithful, and have not Erredrom his way, though often tempred, yet by him 
prelerved, that your Confidence in his Power doth abide, which gives you 
victory over' all the Powers of Darkneſs, for in you is the ſeed of Life raiſed 

who is both Lord and King, and though the'Enemy do purſue you, and caft 
floods of wrath and fury after you, yet in the Authority and Power of your 
King you have Dominion 'over -him ; therefore look notat Temptations when 


they 
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they come, but keep your eye to the Lord, and be ſtayed in that wv hich dotl2 
diſcover them, ſo will hemake a way for you to elcape them, and keep up 
your Heads above them, and though "_ troubles may be grear, yer will 
the Lord deliver you out of all, and through the Exerciſe of Faich and 
Patience. he will eſtabliſhyou 1n his Holy Hil, and Seal you up in the Co- 
venant of Eternal life, there to reſt in the boſome of his dear /ove for ever- 
more. 

So let not the thing ſeem {ſmall in your eyes, for it is the Arm of his Mer- 
cy, which unto you hath reached, therefore above all things tp be prized, 
that you ſhould be called and counted worthy to believe in his Holy Name, 
and in his everlaſting T7#th revealed, and alſo overcome by lim to be fol- 
lowers of him in /ove, and to know the operation of his Power, by which 
your minds are renewedand tranſlated into a meaſure of his pure lite, which 
1n you is made manifeſt by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, who in you hath 
appeared Si to deſtroy,and Everlaſting Righteouſneſs to bring in, of which you 
are partakers through the Riches of his Grace by Faith, wherein ye ſtand : The 
everlaſting God of /zfe and Power keep you all, who in the meaſure of love 
received, Jive up in the pure obedience to anſwer the Lords kindneſs, d2yly 
waiting upon him, that in his wiſdom all the works of his hands may be cr- 
dered to tus everlaſting praiſe. 

And all Dear Friends, who in the Lords ſervice {tand tv bear forth a Te- 
ſtumony in bonds and ſufferings, or any other way therein do »#tzeſs to the 
Truth of God in your meaſures, and againſt all Deceitz Oppreſſi.n, Cruelty, 
and wrong, a Viſitation of the Fathers Love reacheth unto you all ; Oh feel 
the /iving Power your Souls to refreſh, and your ſtrength dayly to Renew, 
that none may be weary or faint in your minds, but all in fairhtulneſs may Ee 
upheld to God, keep your eye out of the world and thoſe things which you 
have /eft behind, for thither will the Enemy oft be drawing and enticing 
your minds, to entangle you, but all be watchful that our of his Szare you 
may be kept, for the Lord 1s exerciſing your patience, to wean you from the 


; loveofthe World, and all the things thar is 1n it, that your ?4r7 and Portioz: 


may be in his Life, and -_ hearts in him alone may de/jghbt, thar for his 
ſake all other things may begiven up freely inco his il, that nothing may 
be-a Bondage to the Fuff, or /mpriſox the Righteous Seed, but that in his Pow- 
er he may Rags, all other things to put under his fer, thatnothing may be 
a Cumber to your mind, ſo will your bonds be {weet unto you, and wort 7c- 
gether for your good ,, for dear is the Fathers /ove unto you, his living preſence 
wait to feel, and that will make your Conſolation to abound, above all your 
Sufferings, and lift you up over aHthat would caſt you down, and in wating 
the Lord will give you ſfrexgthto bear, and patience to endure, until 1niqui- 
ty hath had its day, and the S»fferings be filled up. 
And be contented with your preſent ſtates, and none grudge or murmure 
ig your minds, bur a!l ſtand freely given up, that you may willingly ſerve 
the Lord in what he calls unto, or permits to comeupon you, ſo will his Bleſ- 
ſing and Peace abide with you for Ever, | 
For now 15 the Lord trying 2H the ways and doings of the Children of 
men, and what is not of Hz, muſt fall before” z;zp, for he will nor ſpare | 
the Evil docr, though for a time he may go on, and boat -bimlelf «gaink 
the 


P. 
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the Lord, and perſecute thole that fear his Name, yet his End muſt come, 
and his Wickedne(s upon his head will fall, and, as a_ whirlwind from the 
Almighty it will light upon him, and as the S»-wmer Chaff he will be dri- 
ven away, and be no more, for the Lord is haſtening and cutting the work 
ſhort in Righteouſnels. , 

Therefore fear not your Adverſaries, nor who, or what they be that , 
turn againſt you, for 1t is an evident token unto them of Peyditiex, but 
to you of Salvation and that of God, for many have —_ had their day, 
"# the Lordhath tryed them what they would doe, and they have all be- 
trayed their truſt, and turned againſt his Pewerr, and none that haye been 
Faithful ro him, for hetryed them all, and gave to each of them their day, 
but none regarded what was put into their hazds, but careleſly neglected it,- - 
ſo he pulled down one, and he let up another, and as their zeal did -ariſe, 
and that they came to Profeis more than others before them, he gave un- 
to them their day, and tryed them it they would perform what they Profel- 
fed, but they have been al! iound Decezrful ; and as bitter fruit did ſpring 
from ſuch as did Profeſs, as trom thoſe that was pulled down before them, 
and ncthing hath been done by any of them, as to what they might have 
done, either for God or his People, but tromone to another the Yoak hath 
been continued, and the Spirit of Perſec4t-0x hath Reigned, and the Loyns 
of one hath been as heavy as the /oynes of another, and none that did regard 
the Cry of the A/fiided, 

Wherefore the Lord hath removed them, and given their day into the 
hands of others, whom he hath brought up -to be a ſcourge unto them, 
and a Cloud to cover them, for the Lord tryed them AU, it any could 
have been found amongſt them that- would have doze good, that he might 
have placed them, and fet them up in Powey to have Ruled, but they all 

—_ Corrupted, and none performed when they was Intruſted, but went 
eden and drew downward, and forgot the Lord and his Berefits, 
turning one againſt another for ſelf 7ntereſts, and then ſtrive and conten- 
ded, untill the Lords Spirit was grieved and vexed in beholding their 
Wickednels, and his Wrath kindled- againſt them, and he ftretched out 
his 4rm and overturned them, and hath, brought up a People to be a Fuſf 
Recompence unto. them, and. a Cloud , over them, under which their Sun 
is ſet. 

What is May or his way that he ſhould be feared ? though he ſet him- 
{elf on high and boaſt of great things, the Lord Rules over him, and-in a 
moment brings him dowz, and a!l his glory palieth away as «ntimely fruis, 
if he do not the thing that is Fuft, the Righteous God finds him out, and 
lays him naked to all paſſers by, whatever he may po » and fo the in- 
lide of many are diſcoyered-in this Day of Tryal, who profeſſed much, and 
boaſted of great things, but when they were tryed, then they betrayed and 
brought forth nothing but their own deceitful Workings, neither regard- 
ing the Lord, nor fearing his Name ; fo he laid them all by as Ulcleſs in his 
Service, and hath ſtained the pride of their glory, that man in all his pro- 
feſfron may behold what he is, for all their Profc/7oz is brought to Light, 
and zoxe hath - done the thing that is right, therefore are they ſmitten and 
their Foundation ſhaken, that fear on every fide takes hold upon them, ond 
FI , ike 
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like blind men they grope and cannot tind a reſtizg place, for their way is c/- 
ſed up, and they haveloſt their aim, and are all Scarreved, that many arc 
turned into that way again which once they departed from, and contendcd 
againſt, and hath loſt the {avour of all: that which ſcemingly they once Pro- 
feſled. | 
And thus hath the Lord God in a little time tryed the ways and doings of 
many of the Children of men, and in the Ballance of Truth hath weighed 
chem and their Profeſſions, and hath found them as 12ht as Yanity, and as 
Airy Shaddows they are paſſed away, and are all dead and withered, as if they 
had never been, and now he is trying others, , _ 
. So dear Lembs, all in Gods Power (wait, which through all changeable 
things abide, and do not depart from it at any time, for in that have you 
been kept in Faithfulnels to itand, that you are nor ſhaken, nor driven awa 
from your Hope and Confidence, but {till abide in Uprightneſs to the Trut 
of God, feeling the ſure Foundation which no man can ſhake or prevail a- 
ainſt , this is to be prized by you in the pure fear, and not to be gloryed 
in with a fleſhly confidence, for it is the Lords own work, and it is marvel- 
lous to behold, that you who are ſo much by men deſpiſed, ſhould in Gods 
Arm beſtill Preſerved, and are not ſhaken from your Hope, though many 
ſtorms-lwes\blown upon'you ; Oh feel the living in vid yo arc upheld, 
that faithful tothe end you may be kept, for waiting ſo to be preſerved, 
you ſhall be everlaſtingly ſaved, and glorious will your Reward be, for the 
Winter is not yet quite over, though many ſtorms hath ſorely bear, yet there 
is ſome will ſtill ariſe, and many will vzniſh in their appearance, but ſome 
will fall and ſhall be felt, and in their time they will be quick, for all is draw- 
ing near an end, but the glorious life none can deſtroy , therefore look not 
at man for he hath been tryed, and. is manifeſt to be Corrupted, and all.. his 
ways perverſe and froward, and nothing elſe frommancan be expected, un- 
til he come to a meaſure of Gods Spirit to be guided ; ſo what may appear 
from man do not you regard, or whether it ſeem with you or again{t you,let 
not your minds look after it, but dyell in Power, and if he work for 
you, and turn many hearts to do inSithat is right , let all fleſh be ſilent 
and all boaſting excluded, that God in his own work may be Glerified, and 
if any thing from man appear againſt you, keep to the Power to! prelerve 
ou, and in the meaſure of that pure Erernal life be ye all ſtayed, tor there 
is Safety, Peace, Satisfaction and eternal Reſt , and in that abiding you will 
all be kept from fainting or falling, and your ſtrength daily wilt be rezewed; 
and your hearts always ex/arged, the way of his Command to run, and nothing 
will be grievous to you z ſo will the Truth be gloriouſly exaltea, and the 
Lords name hoxonred, who is over all for evermore bleſled. 

Oh tender 3abes, {weet is your favour, you givea pleaſant ſmell, be ye all 
cloathed with a Low, Meek, and Qziet Spirit, and in ſtillneſs wait to re- 
ceive your Portion, and in the coolneſs drink of the River of his Pleaſure, for 
his Mercy endures for ever, and his Bountifulneſs is opened freely, all the 
freſh (prings arein him, and his own Right Hand gives daily Bread , Oh feed 
inme botyee. of life, that in the tenderneſs you may daily grow, feeling the 
r6fteflitigs of his /zvixy preſence, and in the life of Riohteonſneſs bear his I- 


mage, and {0 will your Ornament adorz the Goſpel, and Beautiful will you be 
| in 
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in the eyes of all Beho/ders : And the Lord of Life and Power ſeaſon you all 
continually, Cofirm, Strengthen, and Eſtabliſh you daily, that High and Low, 
Bond and Free, Male and Female, may eyermore feel your Union in: the. Lite 
of Truth, that with one accord we may lift up our voice to Magnikie his Name 
together, who is over all Gods and Kirgs, alone worthy to be praiſed and glo- 
rined for Ever and Ever, - 


Grace, Mercy and Peace be unto you all from God the Father, and from our 
Loyd Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 


Dear Lambs, my Life breaths after you, -and with you it is wrapped up, 
cither to rejoyce or ſuffer in the will of God, 


Towr Dear Brother in the Immortal, 


William Smith. 


The End. 
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A SHORT 


TESLIIMONY 


On the behalf of 


Truths Innocency. 


Declared in Plainneſs and Simplicity, being done 
at the Command of the Lord God, that all 


out of the Truth may fee their way and 
proceed no further, ' 


With a Diſcovery of the National Miniſtry, whoſe 


Time now is, and is no more. 


y 


— ME —.o—_ ”— 


— 


By one who loves Truth and Righteou neſs, and defires the Na- 
tions Peace, and the good of all people, who amongſt many Bre- 
thren is called a Quaker, but known bjthe Name of 


William Smith, 


—— > t 


ginning, it is the ſame at this day, and no man can lay another 
Foundation z it is pure, and the appearance of it is gloriaus, it 

doth not joyn with evil, neither hath. any cnt. with the 

works: ofdarknels, it it ſelf abroad inthe hearts of all that believe in 
it ; the intents of all hearts it makes manifeſt, and is a Reprovyer of the wark- 
| ers 


ih= of ve Lord God endures for ever , what it was In the be- 
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crs of iniquity , it ſeeks nothing of this world, neither joyns to the glor) 
thereof, it comes from God, and-feeks the glory of God, and this is the lent 
of God, who is true, andno unrighteouſnels in him, he comes forch from 
the Father, and comes into the world, notto deſtroy the world but to bear 
witnels unto thesTruth 2 that all in the Truth.mightþeliey Cy he. 1s rgec me 
lowlyz peaccable and gentle, full of mercy, gopdnels, and compaſſiong he 
loves&his enemigs, and doth good to' thole that hate bim , there1is no frite 
in him, but a pMient ſuffering and forbearing ; when he is ike rect! 
not again, when he ſuffers he threatens not, but as a Lamb he 1s led to the 
Slaughter, and neither cryes nor lifts up his voyce in the ſtreets , he is come 
forth in his might, and in his ſtrength-1is riten, to cut the work ſhort in 
righteouſneſs, and to tread upon the high places of the Earth, that man may 
know there is a God that ruleth in the Kingdoms of the World, who 1s 
jealous of his Glory, and will not give it to another, byſtin his rightwilkecign, 
who is King of Kings, andþf his Government there is no end ; his Kingdom 
is an everlaſting Kingdorff, and his Dominion is Glorious, -and thus. he is c- 
ſtabliſhing upon the top of all Mountains, andexalting over the high Places of 
the Earth, not with ſound of So” or = —_ wb ya zor the migh- 
7 Hoſt of Men and Horſe with the,out-ftretched arm of his crown Power 
Nhat he ttath hae bi Pre of Nations ; he hath appeared-in-his 
Power, and viſited.the Poor in this day of his Mercy, and hath helped the Nee- 
dy intheir gre diſtteſs. 10: $3 10 ue} als + 
He is come who hath been long waited for, and heis now revealed who 
15 the Salvation gf Gods chef ath tho £12. People to delight, in him, and ga- 
thered a Retnnaft to! | fh his Natne, and to declareHis goodne!s 


to make ment! 
trom day to day , he leadsthettrio his:Power. and orgers them in his wiſdom, 
and they are given up unto him, and are made willing to follow him ; he hath 
redeemed them to himſelf, and choſen them to be a peculiar People ; = 
fem the le as armonef Jhe webJd; but our gf che woul [8 hc 

gathered them, and over the world he hath ſet them, and they have nv fel- 
lowſhip with it, butteftifid? Hoainft 'ir, forrwhith cauſe theworld hates them. 
not knowing the Life that is revealed in them, for they are born again of 
the immortal Word, which mortal man doth not know, nor cannot com- 
prchend in hisearthly wiſdom, therefore dorh the birth after the- fleſh perlc- 
Cute theibirx of the ſpirit; who knows him, notan his appearance, nor 
cangor behold his ploty W 0 ilk of Grace and Truth, but hath always tur- 
netaoiinſt him Hhd Rated His "aþpcarance; and could not believe thar'it was 
he, and fo iperſecuteriand reviled! bm; ctucifixdcang lain him, and in 
whom he hath made himſelfmanifeſt and choſen to delight in him, they have 
been always counted the offlcounng of theworld as it is at this day;and though 
we be hated of many, yet bear | 


e no evil to' any, bur patiently give our backs 
to the Smiter, and what is permitted we endnre, and counts Reproaches great 
ny and to (uffer for righteouſneſs ſake, more joy than to live in the plea- 
{uxe of fin. > . 

P ok thoughyou ſtrive! againſt us, yet we are preſerved, for we are born of 
the'ſted whith1s'blefled forever, and weabide in our Tents and reſt in the 
ſtrerigth of the Glory of our God, and none'can curſe us;; therefore be at reſt 
concerning us, for you do not 'know us, nor our reſting-place, where we are 
{ct doWnand are” preſerved in' perfe& peace, -and are not-in fear what. man 
itt do-unto i "Bi though we walk ainong- you, and in the mid{t.of you, 
we 
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we are not of you,, nor hayeno tellowihip' with yownor. with theworks that 

arc brought forth of you, for iGo bath, redeemed ws:ttomamon {t you, and 
choſen usto be a holy Pegplemnto himſelf; that we may:ſhew forthe Praite 
in walking blamelels and harmlc(s in the Land of Uprightneſs, and -in the 
Life of Innocency; and we;have nothing: in our. hearts but love' to all; piry- 
ing thoſe that ' are our Engmnyes, praying/'thart God would givethem Repen- 
tance unto life, for we are followers of wow who laid down - hislife for his E- 
nemies, and made himſelf, of no Reputation: unto the'Croſs humbled him(elt 
that ſinners might be ſaved, and entzmieg;reconciled/unto God, and this is his 


>_ love to you all who would not, .havg you-perith,! and he hath begotten the 


ſame mind in us, and our eye 1s toward! Ivyh who is-$one before-us, and he 
is 2 Leader and Commander unto us, and-we confets tohimalone who is the 
Lord of Glory and the Prigiceof Peace; who unto peagehath called us and in 
peace to reſt, that in peace we may: $oriquer - the! Nations, and in quietnels 
overcome the People that delight 1; War, and this is: the Conquering Pow- 
er unto which we areſubje&, and this is the Captain of our ſalvation whom 
we follow, and we have not [uſed either Sword or Spear, or looked unto the 
arm of fleſh to be a defence' unto. us, aguther is it iwour hearts foro ſtrive with 
any, or perlecute any, or deſtroy ,any people, bur in: peace to reſt untill he 
plead our Cauſe, and; execute Judgement. for 'us;' that all may behold 
that we are a People ſaved by the Lord,. whom! we: 'follow- in obedience 
to do his Will, and in his Power are/made williag;to go through good 
Report and bad Report, 8s decoivers. and yet true, as dying and yet WE 
live. | 

And this day this Scripture is fulfilled in your cars, and we do not ſpeak 

it, becauſe it was the condition of, Saints' before us,. but as we are witneſles 
of it, through the leadings of the ſame Spirit , for. you are not ignorant how 
many bad reports hath, been' raiſed and ſpread abroad concerning us, crying, 
Report and we will Report.z and fo have Reports been ſpread in the Nation 
of the Quakers rifing and cutting Throats which are bad Reports, yet we 
have gone thorow them /in, Patience, having no guilt upon us concerning 
them, but ſtand clear before-the Lord our God, and in our innoccncy are 
juſtified in his ſight, How. areiwe counted Deceivers by the wile Genera- 
tion, and yet we are born -into the Truth, and walk in the Truth, and live 
the life of Truth, and we know: the freedom rhat is wrought by it, and 
we have the leal of Gods Spirit, which hath revealed it in our inward parts, 
and this we'go through in the leadings of God, in whom we-have peace ? 
How often hath death been threatned to ns by unreaſonable men, and yer 
we arc preſerved in the power of God and live before him, and thus do we 
walk as a deſpiſed and an afflicted people, and yet we are led through all, 
and in the Power of God walk upon the top of all, and ſtand over .all thoſe 
things, and heed them not, for our delight is in the Lord our God, and in his 
righteous Law we meditate day and night, that our minds may be exerciſed 
unto him, in that which is pure of him, that gives us peace with him and 
ſcals aſſurance of his everlaſting love unto us. 

So we mind not who are againſt 'us, or what is reported concerning us, 
or how we are counted in this World, but we mind the light of Chriſt ma- 
nifeſt in our Conſciences, and in the light our Minds are exerciſed, and with 
the light all evil Thoughts are judged, and we are jdſtified before our God, 
and though the world be againſt us, taking Counſel what Courſe to take 
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with us, and jnany. fretzing themſelves: about us; yet we do''het frowardly 
ſtrive with. any: mangbur tollow peace with all 'men, arid wn peace we are 
- 1 "mbar oun enemies are confounded, and overturned- by -the Arm 
of God... / tid ging jet Ut 2 HT YL: 

Behold and (et ye. Delpiſcrs, whax'ia' work-is this, * how 'can you believe 
when it is declared, that God ſhould plead the-Caniſe of his Choſen People, 
and make bate his: Arm for his Innocent Lambs, and by his invifible Power 
to over-tutn the mighty Councels of men, when” rieither Sword nor Spear 
hath been on. dur fide, nar any thing without us hath appeared for ys, then 
hath our God been near at hand, anda preſent hetp he hath been unto us, 
and with his. out-ſtretched Arm he: front tine to time” delivered us 
from the wrath of unreaſonable men; O28 GER 

And thiis have we experienced his/everlaſting -loving kindneſs, and his 
wonderfnl - Works we are made to 'dechre amongft the Children ot Men, 
that all may know there. is no God. like unto our God, unto whom alone we 
ook, and our eye 1s towards him, and -we canfiot joyn with weapons of 
War, nor with any Party who is ſtriving with them, but-we yet all men 
alide in the-Work of our God, and cannot meddle with other mens mat- 
ters, but look unto the: Lord and:cry unto the- God of our ſtrength , and 
our eye is ſingle to him; . and: our expectation is from him alone, and he 
hath never failed us, but hath appeared to deliver us, and in the ſtrength 
of his own life hath wrought our”Works for us, arid with-the Arm of his 
Salvation he hath ſaved us, unto whom be:Glory, Dominion and Praile tor 
CVErmore, | OY 
* Now all People fee and Conſider what is the ground that you appear (o 
full of Enmiry againſt' a, People that neither threatens you, nor appears a- 
gainſt you, nor bears no eval will unto/you , Is it becauſe you are 1n fear of 
your perions, andthat we ſeek todeſtroy. you from off the-Earth ? Then ler 
the Offence ceale, and be quiet in your Minds, for we ſtand clear before our 
God, and in our Innocency are -Juſtified in his ſight, and neither our Hearts 
nor Hands have joyned, nor can joyn with ſuch a Work , Therefore, be not 
afraid where no Fear 1s, nor be not Envious from groundleſs Jealduſies; 
but mind the Light of Chriſt in your Conſciences, and- wait to receive the 
Love of God in 1t, that you May ceaſe from anger, wrath, malice, -or bear- 
ing eyil will unto a People who walk. innocently before the Lord and to- 
wards all men, | 

And that 'which troubles you, and isa terrour to you, and brings fear up- 
on you, itis your own conſciences, for there is your trouble, terrour and 
fear, and it will terrifie you, and fearfulneſs will ſurprize you who are in 
the hypocriſie, tor it is the ſame that paſſed through Egypr of old, and wrought 
mighty ſigns and wonders upon Pharaoh and all the Zgyprians who ſtocd in 
their hard.heartedne(s and would nor obey the Lord, nor let Tirael go, though 
God ſent Moſes to lead them out of Egypr, and from under Phayaohs pow- 
er, yet he withſtood the Lord, and his heart was hardened againſt the migh- 
ty God, untill every houſe was ſearched, and the firſt-born was ſmitten and 
died, and then there was a cry amongſt the E2vprians, and great fear was 
upon the Land, and then was the time come in which Irrael ſhould be ſet 
Iree : you mult read that can, for he that wrought then is working at this 
day to break off the yoke that the oppreſſed may be ſet free, and he will nor 
leave a Houle amongſt you, but he will pats through it, and ſmite the firſt- 
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bora in it, that his Seed may come forth from under, your cruel op- 
prefſion, 


And this I have received of the Lord,, and declare it in the: Authority of 


God, that: all may dread before the Holy; One of liracl, and if your enmity  - 


ariſe towards us concerning the; Law of- yr. God which jn our hearts. he 
hath written, and 1s Holy Juſt and-Good, - and that you c receive Truth 
as it is made known'unto us by: the, Revelation, of jeſus Chriſt, then be ſtill 
in. vour minds and: wait to receive Counſel from God; ang; be not raſh nor 
forward in an envious ſpirit, but. becogl. and: moderate thatyou may receive 
an underſtanding in the things of God, for; we!dare nor deny the, Truth which 
God hath made maniteſt in us, whatever yoy-gand6 unta -us,. and af Truth 
offend you, then are we clear fromthe offexice; for Trath gives not offence, 
bur the wicked one takes offence. at; Truths, appearance; aud io ys nc 
comes of your ſelves, and. the wo is to you who [take [offence :at the. Truth 
and turn againſt the little Ones that are born: jato the life of ir, and offend 
them. by your cruelty and opprefion, - gs 
Therefore let it be well ———_— what Truth js, and who they be that are 
come to the knowledge bf it, and walk in it 5 that whilſt you are warring 
and fighting about which you. call Truth, ye be, not. ignorant what 
Truth is, and fo ſet up; Errour: 1h truths ſtgad, and give judgement againſt 
Chriſt whois the truth. and Life; of whom we teſtifie, and contels him be- 
fore men, and that with bojJdne(s.[in. his power; and we are not aſhamed 
of the Goſpel, but bear. witneſs of 4t to he the Power of God, and neceſſity 
is laid upon'us ſo to do, and we cdprnat be filent, but as. the Lord gives ut- 
terance weare conſtrained to niake mention- of his Name, ond to declare his 
Truth from day to day; © :; +! 11 | 
" And we donottake hn hey 
ffen 


concerning men that riſe up againſt us, nei- 
ther heed them as to what can do- unto us, therefore let not the preach- 
ing of the croſs of Chriſt offend you, neither ſtumble: at that ſtone any lon- 
ger, leaſt it fall upon you and grind you to powder, for our Teſtimony is un- 
to the name of Jeſus, and that. there is not Salvation: an any other name, and 
this is known in the light which is manifeſt from'him; that lers all ſce the 
need of ſalvation, for this: is your: great want- who are. from the light, you 
want Gods Salvation, and {oremainin your: fins andin your luſts from «hence 
wars and. contentions do ariſe ;; And this is Truth.unto you all people, £.nd do 
not count us your enemies becauſe we tell it you. in. plainne(ſs , and labour 
for you that you might come to theknowledge. of it and be faved by it, And 
though we have born munch from: you; 'and ſuffer much by you, yet this is 
our care for you that.you may be laved, and our deſires to God for you that 
he would not lay to your charge what yoy do unto us, and we ſtand inno- 
cent before the Lord in all things that have heen done unto us or intended 
towards us, and we ſeck not Revenge upon any man, and though Truth be 
counted Herefie by fuch as are yet in darkneſs, yet we know the power of ir, 
and the ſalvation init, and after that way now called Hereſie, fo worſhtp we 
the God of our Fathers, | 
Therefore all people behold and ſee what your way is, atd go not on to 
your own deſtruction, but ceaſe from evil, and let not envy and malice lodge 
in your hearts, nor ſtrive not in your wills againſt the Truth of God, for he 
is eſtabliſhing the Throne of his Glory, and who art thou that contendeſt a- 
gain{t him ? It were better for thee to be {till and quiet, and meddle not in 
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things too wonderftt! for thee, but let that alone which concerns the.moſt. High. 

"Denim all people in time your ways conſider, and proceed no further 
in that which 15 &v :. which tends to perlecution and | ion, but all take 
watning from the Lord, and all tnrn unto him,. before the day of his fierce 
wrath come, / for if 'you negle& the light of Chriſtin your con(ciences you 
neglect your Salyition, and if yu turn againſt the appearance of Godin his 
people, and confpire againſt the Juſt, and murder the .Innacent,. God will 


| find you ont, attd'the hour of his Judgement will come, and his wrath: will 


abide upon you'for ever. So all mind the Light of Chriſt within you, rhar is 
manifeſt from-God' unto you; that you may depart out of evi), and be led unto 
God from whence the Light comes, that you may come to diſcern the things of 
God, and underſtand that which belongs to your peace, for all that the 
Lord hath gathered in this day-of his mercy, to make known in them his won- 
derful works in his mighty power they walk in Gods fear, and ſtand in his 
Counſel, and know all things in their place, and what is of God they ho- 
nour, and what 1s of man they cannot own, for God hathraiſed his own Seed 
that cannot conſent to any cuftom or faſhion or traditign -of the World, bur 
teſtifie againſt them all, and we are born of the Seed which hath no part in 
the World, and in the powet'ot it we are redeemed out of the World, 
therefore we canjiot conform tothe World: neither in cuſtom, faſhion or tra- 
dition, nor we cannot exerciſe our ſelves in any thing we are convinced of 
to be contrary to the Truth; and this 15-all that you have againſt us, becauſe 
we anſwer a conſcience void of offence towards God and man, and walk in 
obedience to the teachings of God, which doth not anſwer your vain minds 
which are puffed up, ſo you canfiot receive the pure —_— of Truth, but 
rejet and [corn it andare angry, and it you be not bowed unto and ſpoken 
unto according to your cuſtoms'then you are - offended, and ſo you fret your 


ſelves in the pride of _ hearts, becauſe we cannot anſwer your vain minds 


ons and Traditions, | 


bu 


in your Cuſtoms, Fa 
And this is the great offence you take .at'us which provokes you to anger, 
and fills you with wrath and indignation-againſt us, when we walk ſimply 
in the Truth of God and do not give offence to any inthe Truth ſpeaking, 
or in not moving or bowing to any mans perſon to have it.in reſpec, for 
ſuch things are out of Truth, and where they are practiſed the leading of 
the Spirit 15 not known, ſo = that are in thoſe things you are in the vain 
cuſtoms of the Heathen and follow - your own wills, and fatisfie your vain 
minds 1n your luft, which grieves the Spirit of God, and we cagnot own 
them, nor be conformable unto them, we dare not ſpeak any other Lan- 
uage but Thos to a ſingle perſon, knowing it is the Spirits Language, and 
a” been from the beginning , and the Seripture declares of no other. 
We cannot put off our Hats and bow unto the -perſons of men, knowing 
that he who reſpects perſons commits fin, and 1s convinced of the Law to 
be a Tranſgreſſor, and we know that when our Hat is on our Head, it is where 
it ought to be, being given for a covering unto that part, ſo we cannot 
move it, or put it offin honour to any man, but as our freedom is in God, 
for we have denied {uch things in obedience to God, and we cannot return 
2g1in ifito them to be intangled with them, but ſtand in the freedom of 
God, into which we are redeemed by his mighty power, and we ſee all theſe 
things to be vain which are practiſed in the World, and are not after the 
Spirit but after the Fleſh, and from the heart which is deceitful and me 
rately 
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rately wicked, and we cannot joyn with them, nor be conformable unto them 
for conſcience ſake, for we are ſet free by the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chritt 
Jeſus, and we know them to be works of darknels, 4nd fo we teſtifie againit 
them, and we have the anfwer of a g90d conſcience therein Ones with 
God, and in this we rejoyce, that we have not at any time ſu as evil do- 
ers, but for the Teſtimony of a good conſcience in ſimplicityand innocency in 
the ſight of God, who upholds us in his arm, and preferves us in his power 
fromthe wrath of unreaſonable men. So in faithfulneſs we ſtand approved to 
God, and is manifeſt to the meaſure of God in you all, and before the Lord 
we ſtand Innocent, neither ſeeking nor ſtriving after any thing but the. Glory 
of God and the good of all le : and we do not Jeay atly thing in the 
truth, therefore we are hand withous cauſe, nor we cannot*0Wwh any thu 
out of the. Truth, therefore our ſufferings are not grievous tb us, h we 
be killed all the day long, and counted as Sheep for the Shughter, and” the 
eyes of all are upon us for evil, yet we are-preſetved by an inviſible power, 
and our hearts are enlarged and our Tongues are unlooſed, to -maghifie rhe 
God of our Salvation, Therefore take warning all people 'and do not with- 
ſtand Truth any longer, nor proceed no further in your enmity againſt an 
innocent , for your folly will be made.manifeſt if you go- on in your 
way, and ſtill continue the yoke and the burdens upon us, and have ix 1n 
your hearts to ſpoil and perſecute us who cannot for conſcience: fake ſubmit 
to your cuſtoms, nor your praQtiſes which ariſe from your own inven - 
tions ; So from high to low conſider, and whatis paſt let ic be'ſufficienc,” and 
let it not be in your hearts to proceed any further 1n wo wills againſt the In- 
nocent, that God may divert his judgements which will certainly tallupon 
your heads if you go on in your wickedneſs, and there will be-no elcaping the 
| fiery wrathof the Almighty, Let this warning reach unto you and take place 
in you all (people) that you may dread before the Lord, and he that hath done 
wickedly do ſo no more, and who doth intend any evil towards us, let it not 
abide within you, but caft out your evil thoughts, and entertain them no log- 
ger, and let not your Tongues be {6 perverle, but knovy the bridle for them 
that you may not ſpeak unadviledly as many have done, who have called 
light darkneſs, and truth deluſion, and fo have reviled and {corned us who are 
by the light guided and in the truth walk, and let your moderation appear 
al men that you may do unto othersas you wonkd have others to do unto you, 
for you make ſuch meaſure as you would not have meaſured unto-you again, 
ſo you are not come to the Law and the Prophets, therefore your way is not 
good nor to be proceededin any further, but it is to be denied and caſt off and 
departed from. So be ſtayed in time, and all mind the things that belong to 
your places, and let him that Rules mind his place and rule with diligence,and 
make ſweet and wholeſome Laws for the Government of Nations,th at people 
therein may be proteted from mjury, violence, or any wrong, and be orde- 
red in peace, and dwell in ſafety every man in his place, ard ths fir» may be 
cut down which does fo much abound, and all evil doers reſtrained from 
their evil ways, and the well doers encouraged in their holy walking, that fo 
rrue Judgement and Equity may abound in the Nations, and Truth and Righ- 
reouſneſs may run among the people as a mighty ftream,and let him that ſerves 
ſerve with carefulneſs,. and mind his place, that he run not beyond his Power, 
and ſo pervert the iſſuing forth of wholſome Laws in their right courſe, and 
turn them into a corrupted channel ; Therefore Tet him thar ſerves be care- 
.S 
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ful that he ſtretch not himſelf beyond his line as many in the Seryaits place 
do at this day, who act both beyond Law, and contrary tothe Law; and lo nei- 
ther regard Gud nor man ; let this be all denied, and mind your places iu {ins 

leneſs, that you may perform them with caretulneſ(s as unto God,- that both 
ie that Rules z- and he thatſerves may be ſubie&t to the Highet Power which 
is of God, and know that to beover all Powers, that none may enter into hi, 
work or meddle withthoſe _ that are too high for you,as many have done 
who have buſied themſelves and ſpent much time but never could perfct any 
thing, but-have been overturned and over-whelmed and none could be tound 
to uphold them, and this is the work of the Lord, aad the out-{tretched-Arn 
of -his Power that does all theſe things, who appears to be the Salvation of a 
People that truſt in him, and to over-turnall thoſe that conſpire againſt them, 
How did he deliver D4zzel out of the Lions Den, and Mordecay and the feat- 
tered Fews fromthe wickednels intended againſt them, and Sh#arat, Meſhat 
and Abednego out of the flames of the Furnace, and from the wrath of 3aby- 
lens King z.. And this is our God on whom we wait and whom we ſerve and 
worſhip, and our y_ towards him, and our expecations from him, and kis 
hand is not ſhortned towatds us, neither doth he fail us, therefore our hearts 
are filled with joy, and our tongues with praiſes,and our {pirits reſt in hope, tor 
God hath made his Tabernacle with us; and dwells among us, and he is our 
God, and we are his People in Truth and Righteoulnets, 

O. ye. dear Children of light whom God hath gathered in this day of his 
compaſſion, and counts you worthy to ſuffer for his Name fake, rejoyce and be 
glad, for great is your reward ; Lift up your heads inthe ſtrength of the Lord, 
. and walk 1n the power of his might, that you may be preſerved by him in 

faithfulneſs to him, thatthe Crown yo may receive which no man can take 
from you z O let your Souls rejoyce in him, and all that is within you praile his 
holy name, for there is nonelike unto him who is over all Gods, and over all 
Kings, (itting upon his Throne and judging right ; Let all bow before him ani 
be tubje& tohisPower, that in peace we may lie down together, and in ret 
be eſtabliſhed by the arm of his Salvation for evermore. 
O thou Holy Righteous Seed, thy day is come, thy day is come, thou Holy 
One,thou art the Lamb,thy day is come, and victory thou wilt obtain,thy Pow- 
@#f is known that makes us rejoyce in thee, thou are the King of Glory over all, 
weare ſubje& unto thee, and with one accord we praiſe thy Name, and ogr 
voice we lift up tothee ; thou haft Redeemed us, and we are thine, and in thy 
love we are overcome to thee ; thou art the undefiled one, and what we are we 
are in thee, - thou art our life, and we livein thee thou glorious Birth, we have 


been thy ſtat, and we worſhip thee, and youes unto the a living ſacrifice of - 
S 


holy praiſes, everlaſting Glory, and endleſs dominion for ever and ever. 

O ye Miniſters of England and Nations afar off, your time now is, and is 
no more ; youare not upright before God, but are ſeeking your ſelves, and arc 
double-minded men , you {crve the times and not the Lord, and you turn a- 


mongft the changeable things, every man after his own way, having your | 


time in your hand, ſo you can run with the times, and turn with the times, 
and what the times are, you are the ſame in thew, this is your oun time, 
and now it is, Behold it pafſeth away, and is no more, for Godis dividing the 
times, andraifing his own Seed in his own time, vvhich in your time you can 
not comprehend; hovy have you limited the holy one in your obſerving times, 
you have had your own time ſo much in your hand that you have forgetten 
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the Lord whole p»wer isualimited,and his time unchangeable, and you have 
brought for.h your own Inventions in your own time, and have ſet them up 
for Doctrine and Worthip, and you have not regarded Gods time which is 
in his own hand, ſo he is not to be found amongjit you, nor in/your time; but 
hath left you and departed from you, and you are become like a barren Wil- 
dernels and a wild Forreſt where Bryars.and Thorns grow and itf”any cannor 
obſerve your times, then you take hold like Bryars and tear them, and ftrike 
like a Thorn into their ſide , and this is the Spirit of Perſecution that reigns in 
you O ye National A14»iſtry, there 1s. ſuſhcient witneſſes againſt you who are 
opprelled by you in the:Priſons this day; into which you haye cauſed theny to 
be haled and torn with your briars, and where you prick them with'your: 
thorns z and is not this your work at this day # When will you be weary of it 
you pervetle men of Corrupt minds who are atterearthly things acting againſt 
God and his People for filthy lucre: fake ? And for this end:you. can be. any: 
thing in ſhew, and turn-with all times; that your Gain trom: your Quarter:ma 
be upheld to you,but the Lord is uncovering youtoyour ſhame for ever,thougly 
your Tune ſecm now to he, for the:/Lord is againſt you, and his controverſie is 
with you, and all that ſtrive to uphold you, and you muſt all fall together; and 
there-thall be none to deliver you out of his hands 5 And thus you haveſerved 
the times through all-the Changings and Turnings, and now, you haveit,, but 
it is no more, You fgh.deep, and draw:your breath from tar, for that which 
is out of time is come to reign over you, and you are now ſtriving for your 
life, not being willing to die ; what a time have you, and what a lite do you 
live? Conſider it in the fear of God, and let your Envy and Malice ceaſe to- 
wards thoſe that cannot uphold the things in which your time and lite is, what 
isit you would do in-your time? Would you build your Netſts {o high that the 
Lord may not ſee you ? Or would you incloſe your ſelves with Cedars that he 
may not find you out ? Declare what is in your mindsto the Nations, that 
People may befatisfied concerning you ; How do you manifeſt your ſelves 
to beof the wicked One, who with a ſecret breath blow the Coals until they 
kindle and break out into flames,and all this hath been done in your owa time, 
which makes you manifeſt to be of Cazz5Race, and in the wolves Nature, for 
the day hath } ha how you, and nothing:eawitdver you from the all-ſceing eye 
of God, but your inward parts are opened, and an ill favour ariles from you, 
and all your Merchandize is become loathſome to the upright in heart, and 
they cannot buy them any more. Therefore behold where you are, and what 
is the place of your Reſt, for Babylon muſt be deftroyed, and all her Merchants 
muſtbe ſpoyled, and you muſt not be ſpared who are found in the midſt of 
le Lord Gods ſtrong that Ju geth her, and he will daſh all her brats 
againſt the ſtones, and burn her with fire, and you that favour her ſhall then 
Mourn for her, and you that have taken up your Reſt in her Lap, and partake 
with her of her ſins, you muſt partake of her Plagues, and deſtrution will 
come upon you in one day, anda hiding place you will not find ; This is from 
the Lord God unto you; that you may come out of Babylon and Trade no 
longer in her,nor drink no moreoftheWine ofher Fornication, nor do not cauſe 
others £0 drink of the Cup of her Abomunation , but all be ſtill in your minds, 
and wait to know the meaſure of God 1n you, that the Light of Chriſt which 
duth enlighten you may be your Guide; that your eyes may be opened, and all 
your confuſion diſcovered unto you, that you may ſee your way and come to 
Repentance, for you are not hit to be Teachers of others whileenvy and malice 
remains 
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remains in your hearts, and while you are Time-ſervers, and Men-pleafers, and 
love your pleafures more than God , you are not like Chriſts Miniſters w ho 
knows the love of God in Chrift ſhed abroad in their hearts, and in his love aro 
conſtrained to ſerve him, and todeny all tor him , Therefore comeour of B«- 
bylor, and keep not People any longer in her with your Inchantments and Sor- 
ceries with which you deceive, but come to the light of Chriſt with which 
you are enlightned, that his power you may know to crucifie the proud Nu- 
ture in which you hve, ſo will you come to a good underſtanding ot the:things 
that belong to your peace, and know the Lords time in his own! hand, and 
his own arm that perfe&ts his own work to his own praiſe, and do net ſtrive 
againſt God, nor fret not your ſelves when he appears, but walk like ſober 
men, and let every man in his freedom that he hath in God, in. which 
he anfwers a good Conſcience unto God, and be content with fuck main- 
tenance as they are free to allow you, and give over forcing and compelling, 
fuing and impriſoniug thoſe that are not of you, nor cagnot joyn with you for 
Conlcience ſake, for that is not the practice of Chnſts Miniſters, neither is 
there any Scripture on your ſide by which you can prove your practiſe war- 
rantable, but it ariſes from the Beaſt and the Whore which gives life to the 
falſe Prophet , who muſt all be taken alive, and caſt into the Lake, where the 
worm never dies, nor the fire is not quenched, and their carkaſles ſhall be an 
abhorring to all fleſh, and their time ſhall be no more, 
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SPIRITUAL GLASSE OPENED. 


RS... 
A Clear DISCOVERY. is made of that which(lies 
in Darkneſs, from whence WARS, CON-* 


TENTIONS, and DESTRUCTIONS doatile, con". 
cerning a Profeſſed | $4 +18 


RELIGION. 


With a few words of tender Counſel 
Pdpe, - ? (Independent 
Unto the 4Prelate,  \>4& Baptiſt, 
Presbyter,\ ( &c. 


That they may all watch to the Aforaixg, and in the Glaſs behold then 
ſelves, and try their Principle and Praftice, and ſee whole Image it bears, 
and whether it be the ſame Principle that. the Seints were guided by, and the ſame 
Praiticethat they Walked in, that none may lye any longer in darkneſs, and be de- 
ceived; but all may come in ene ſpirit to be gathered, and into one body Babti- 
zed, where Love and Life, Peace, and Eternal Unity is truly 
enjoyed and poſſeſſed. | 
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By one who crayels for Ifraes Freedom, 


William Smith, 


I 


READER, 
i by way of Life, or the Way of Death, is the Choice that all people 


make, and aye found walking in., . The way of Life is ſtraight, and 
there be not many finds it , Th ey of Death, is broad, F FLY 


.. / wal thertin. Therefore it i of cauger meh for thee eaexapyine thy 
preſent flate, anti to be care YN Uſa mY ae Wn Is Enly Ehou fall 
into danfey , for God would not yirwe thee periſh, or to go an way of Death, 
but would have thee turn and depat? out' of it1y;and for that end hath he freely 
made manifeſt in theea —_— of his Spirit to diſcover it, that thuu mayſt (ce 
the danger and eſtape it, that thow mayſ# wot run int it, and deſtroy thy [cif 
and that is in thy Conſcience placed, which traly tryes thy ways and doinos, and 
doth not let an evil thought, word,or deed, gaunreproved , that is the Light of 
_ which thou art enlightned withall, and lets thee fee that when thou axt 
at liberty in the feſh, and(atisfying the luſts of it, thou art in the broad way that 
leads to deſtruition, and it reproves thee for iti.and calls thee to turn and depart 
out of it ; if thou yalk is pridg, drunkenneſs, cevetouſneſs, envy or malice, in 
ſcorn or diſdain of athers, the Light of Chriſt dath reprove tee in thy own Con- 
ſcience for ſuch Wings, and calts thee ro ebſtwin” Now them, and this is the 
broad way, that leads to deftyuition ,, all that walk in it, and will not turn from 
it when reproof comes, they deſtroy themſeves,und will periſh in their gain-ſwing: 
Therefore whileſt the Lord is viſiting thee in his tender mercies: harden not thy 
heart againſt him, nor reject his counſel, but be diligent and ready to recetve, 
ard in the quietneſs of thy mind attend to the word near thee, which is i thy 
heart, andin thy mouth, that thou mayſt obey it , and do it ,, for it is Cods gift- 
#nto thee, and [lands 4 witneſs for God in thy Conſcience , it is Life, and the Life 
is the Lipht, and the Light breaks forth in thee, and makes manifeſt unto thee 
the ſecrets of thy own heart, and lets thee ſee all thy thoughts, whether they be 
good or evil ; and thou canſt not hide thy Counſel from it, nor cover any intent ſo 
cloſe, but it will find it out : This is Gods Love unto thee, who hath ojven his 
Sor for thee, that thou in him might believe, and have everlaſting life : wait 
12 his fear, his coun ſel ro Know, and his leading to follow, and he will bring thee 
to the ſtrait way, and open it for thee to walk in, and he will judge and condemn 
all that in thee which muſt not enter ; and he will bring thee down into the Death, 
where God's wonders thou wilt beholdin the deep: And this 1s the ſfraizhtne{s 
of the way, and the Ground why ſo few finds it and walks in it, Becauſe that flejl 
4nd 6/00 mu{t not enter, but be judaed down: to death : Therefore Reader, P at- 
t9ent 
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ligent to find out thy preſet ſtat e, and to know the way wherein thou art walking, 
and do not deceive thy ſelf by crying Peart, when on W deſtruttion is neay at 
hand , and be not ſecure with a talk of Ged and Chriſt, but wait to know them ; 
and ſpeak not of Faith and Grace, untyl thou have them, for therein thou deceiueſt 
thy ſelf, and the Enemy blinds thy mind ine ſecure Pate. | 

So unto that of Gol im thee whioh ay pare, 1-ditedt theeg that tho may/t 
know the Leadings and Teachings of it, and believe in it, and joyy to it; and 
it will bring thee to know oft things that congerns thy own Peace : And inthe 
meaſure of God manifeſt in thee, read this following Treatiſe, and it will keep 
down that mind that covets Knowledge, and would bg feeding upon Knowledge, 
which the Layd forbias , or if any thing ariſe in theewhich would be angry or en- 
vious, the Tight of Chrift wil judge thahhdown and will keep thee low in the meek- * 
ne [5 and patience to read ales erfland, and if any thing ſeem hard-unto thee 
which at preſent thou mayſt not have clearneſs in, let jt alone nntil the day 
declare it : Andi be not haſty to know, por raſh taqudge in that which cannot diſ- 
cern it ; but be ſtill, and cool, aud ſunk ddd; anil<wait in patience until the ap- 
pointed time, And this is publiſhed in the ſervice of Love for thy ſake who 
errs for want of knowledge, and is not come to walk in the way of Underſtanding, 
that thou mayſt be informed of the ſubtile workings of the Enemy of thy Peace, 
and to know a part inthat which gizes Dominion over him, which is CHRIST 
JESUS the LIGHT in thy Con(ciexce ;, wnto which. 1 am made manifeſt, who 
travels te relieve the weary, and, ty. eaſe the oprelſea ones, that the feeble 
may be ſtrengthened, and all that breath. after Gaa may be ſaved in this day of 
bis Mercy: My Friendſtup is.te thee 8nd all people, in the Truth of Gad, 
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WAKE, Awake all people ; Atife; liffup* your eyes, witch to the 
_ Morning, the. Day is come, ahd.the glory of 7rae/ is riſen ; all things 

are manifeſt as they ate Dinieahefrons gn the Ways there- 

of lead unto. Death'; Why” v1 ye, walk" therein? And why will 
ye dye? O ye people ! Everlaſting Metey from theEdrd God is held forth, that 
none might be loſt, but all might be ſaved, Bow down your ear, and hear, 
be diligent, and encline ; for that is come which was before the Subtilty, 
and that 1s manifeſt which in the beginning made all things, and was before 
the Serpent prevailed, or before that fin or death entered , and this hath*God 


revealed in his tender mercy, and hath viſited many therein, whoſe fl 3 


. + \ 


itanding 1s opened, and their eyes enlightened to behold the way of life : 
and they are come tothat which was beforethe World was made, and know 
zpartin that, which was _— life, whoſe underſtanding was opened to ſce 
rt) the beginning, and beheld Gods Eternal Power in the Creation, and the 
moving of his Spirit upon the face ofthe Waters, and his bringing Light out 
of darkneſs ; and when this was opened to his underſtandint, and he had 
{een it, then he declared it, and it was written, and that which was written, 
was called Scriptures , but that which AZoſes declared, was the Word of Life, 
which was in the beginning ; and this Word was with God, and was God ; 
who laid, Let there be light, Gep. 1, 3. (mark) God faidit, (this was the Word) 
the thing was done, and came to paſs: Then God faw the Light that it was 
good, and he called the Zight, Day, and the Darkxeſs he called Night, and 
the Ev2ning and the Morning were the firſt day, Gez. 1. 4. (Mark this : ) The 
Word ſaid, Let. there be Light, and the Light was brought out of Darkneſs ; 
lo» the Morning was come, and the firſt Day was ds, in the Eternal Word, 
and into this Life was Moſes gathered, and had his Underſtanding opened, 
that he could ſee to the Beginning, and behold the Works of God in the 
Creation, which were wrought and brought to paſs before his time upon the 
Earth , and there was no Traaition to give him the knowledge of it, but the 
L.izht which (hone out of darkneſs in his heart, in which he was gathered un- 
to 
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to God; and had nnion with his Life , andin the Life revealed, 25ſes had 


clearte(s in 'his Underſtanding to' the Beginning, and beheld the fix days 
Work,/- and the: Creation finiſhed, and allo the ſeventh Day in which God re- 
ſted : He' beheld man in his Innoceney and Uprightnels, and faw the Image 
in which he was Created, and the/purity and glory in which he was formed, 


he behtld the Habitarion in which'he was placed; & he ſaw the covering with 


-which/he was clothed, and in which he ſtood before the Creator, and was not 


'aſhamed% he beheld Paradiſe, and all:the Trees of rhe Garden, and ſaw what 


was allowed 'unto man for Food, ard what was forbidden', He beheld the 
Serpents ſubtilty, and"*his deceitful working, *and ſaw how he entered; and 
how he prevailed over- man ; he beheld how he''frew and enticed man's 
mind from his obedience unto God ; and he ſaw-how mar fell* and degene- 
rated from the Power that had made him , and he beheld the entrance of fin 
and tranſ{greſſion, and faw the Curſe and Dearh+ that came over all men in the 
Fall ; he beheld and faw the Love of God open; and the Seed of the Woman 
promiſed to break the Serpents Head. Thus was 4oſes underſtanding o- 
pened ## the Light that ſhone out of darkneſs, which was manifeſt within him- 
ſelf, in\which the Morning appeared, and the Freſt Day did break unto him 
then inthe Light he read thotough rhe Generations that were before him, and 
declared of their ſtates and conditiotis; and of their ways and doings; and then 
it was written, and became Scriptures; (Mark) It was not Scripture before 
Moſes had declared it, and what he hath declated; and what is written is true, 
and given forth by him'in the Power that made all things manifeſt to him : 
So he declared of Adam, and of his Innocent ſtate, and of his Fall; and of 
his driven-out-ſtate ; he declared"of Cxiz, and of his Sacrifice, and of Abel, 
and of his Sacrifice z he-declared-of the Flood that came upon the World 
of the ney ; and of Noh a juſt perſon; who with his Sons and Daugh- 
ters were preſerved in the A4zk-: He declared of ' 4brahar: the Father of the 
Faithful, and of the Covenant that God made with him and his Seed for e- 
ver , hedeclared of 7/»aetatid 1fauc; of Eſau and Facob, and through all the 
generations that had ——— him , and he did not receive theſe things by 
Tradition, or by any knowledge that came without him, but as they were 0+ 

ned ard made manifeſt within him, where he btheld and read them in the 
Liehi and Life by which all things were made and created, and into which 
he w:z3 gathered and united; | 

This is that 349{-s vvhom God ſent into” Egypr, to bring up 1ſrael his cho- 
ſen, voho vvith mighty Signs and Wonders delivered them from under pha- 
y4a9!*s Povver,' and vvas a Leader unto them out of Egyptian Darkneſs, and 
from under the heavy Tasks that they vvere oppreſſed vvithal : He received 
the Law at Mount Horeb, and he vvrit it in Tables of Stone, that 1ſae/ might 
knovv the St:rutes and Ordinances, vvhich the Lord required that they 
ſhoilld oblerve and keep, and that they might obey the Lord their God , this 
was the Covenant which God made vvith 1/rael in thoſe days vvhen he 
brought thzm out of the Land of Zgypr, and it vvas committed unto Moſes, 
vyho vvas made a Miniſter ofit, andtaught the people to obſerve and do 
it, that they might poſſefs the Land vvtuch the Lord their God had given 
unto them, and that they might not forget the Lord and his Benefits: And 
this vvas Moſes Miniſtration, for the Lavy came by him , hovyvbeit this Mi- 
iſtration vvas not the thing it ſelf, neither could make the comers thereun- 
to pertoct , yet in its time vvas glorious, and vvas a true Figure and Shadow 


of 
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of him that vvas to.come, vvhich aftervvards yyas to'be more fully reveal- 
cd, vvhole glory exceeded ; and Moſes Miniſtration vyas.but a Type iof him, 
and a Schoo!-Ma'er to bring unto him, vyho .yvas before the Warld yyas ; 
and it held forth,, though more darkly, as in a Glaſs, the gloxibug appear- * 
atice of CHR7$T. the Word of God, and Poyver of God, vvhowvyas yet to 
come, and to be made manifeſt and revealed, of yvhom Moſes truly Propbe- 
cyed, vvhen he ſaid, 4 Prophet ſball the Lord. your God' raiſe wp nato you like 
unto me, himſhall you hear inall things ; and who will net hear the woice' 
that prophet, ſhall he cut off from amongſt the People ; (Mark :) They wivere to 
be cut off that vvouldnot hear the voice of him of vvhom Meſes I- 
e&d, ,vvho vvas. yet tocome, and to bethe end of the Lavy for Rightcovuinels, 
and to be thefultiller of it, and to ſave and redeem from under it; feeing that 
no fleſh could be juſtified by it, becauſe of the yveaknels and unprofitablenets 
of it, and becaule it vyvas a Mini(lration of Condemnation unto ſuch as did not 
continue in all things vvritten therein , therefore Moſes teſtified of him vyho 
vvas to be raiſed up, and directed all to hear his Voice, vvhoſe Miniſtration 
vvas to bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and to redeem from under the 
Bondage of the Lavv , and this vvas 'Mojes Teſtimony unto CH#R1ST the 
Poyver of God , and he did not direct People to look at any thing, or hear 
anything that yvas vvyitten before his time, but to look #o Chriſt, and to hear 
bis Voice, that they might come to that 'vyhich made the World; and yvas 
inthe beginniug, with whom Moſes had then true union, and felt his life, 
and beheld the Excellency of his glory, which was till tobe revealed ; and 
both the Law and Prophets bear witnels unto him,and the Scriptures through- 
our teſtifies of him, and declare his unchangeableneſs, who through all abides 
tlie fame z what he was 7 the beginning, he' was the ſame to Moſes, and to 
Dz:i4, and all the Prophess, and Holy men of God, who all received a meaſure 
of his unchangeable life, and were thereby inſpired; and as that in them moved 
{o they [pake and declared, and their Teftumony agree in one , for they were 
all come to that which was in the beginnzng, and all declared the ſame thing 
according to its manifeſtation unto them z that from Moſes untill Feb», all tho 
true Prophets bore their Teſtunony unto CHRIST the Power of God, whom 
they knew to be freely given of God to bea Z7GHT and a LEADER, that 
he might be ſalvation unto the ends of the Earth , and as they received, they 
Miniſtred, and truly teſtified of his Power ; and what they knew him to be 
made unto them, fothey declared of him, and witneſſed him to be a King, 4 
Fudge, a Law-giver, a Rock, a Fortreſs, a Deliverer : And fo according to the 
Manitfeſtation they Munftred, and not by Tradition or Cuſtom, That the 
Teſtimony of John agreed with the Teſtimony of Moſes, and they both 
witneiled, the fame thing, and had union with the ſame Life : So Fohn was 
come to that whuch was in the Beginning, and in that he vvas the greateſt 
of all the Prophets, and was ſent of God to prepare the Way, and to make 
the Pathes ſtraight , tor he was near to be revealed in glory, of whom Moſes 
and the Prophets had teſtified , and Fohz declared of the Word which was in. 
. the beginning, by which all things were made ; And he teſtified, That in the 
1werd there was Life , and the Life was the Light of men, Fohn 1, (mark: ) The 
m8 in the beginning #s the Life and Zzght of men, by which all things were 
made, 

This was his Teſtimony who was ſent of God to bear witneſs unto the 
Light ; and he did not declare of another then the holy men of God had done 


the 
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the ſame, that Moſes and the Prophets had teſtified of ; and he vvyas ſent of 
God to bear vvitneſs unto this Truth vvhich vvas in the inning, and he 
did not teſtifie of that to be the light, vvhich Moſes the Prophets had 
written before him z neither did he teſtifie of hiniſelf to be the Lighr, Lur 
that is the true light (lauh Fohn) rhat enlightens ' every man that comes into 
the world, Fohn 1. 9. Here was the Light ſhone: but of Darkneſs -in Fob», the 
Morning and the firſt Day was come unto him, as-was unto Moſs, and ;he be- 
held his glory as the glory of the :only begotter) of the Father, full of Grace, 
and Truth, | 

Then God ſent him to bear witneſs unto the Light which i» him was made 
manifeſt, that all in the Light might believe ,-and he called*unto others to 
behold him, and ſaid he was the.Lamb of God, and was cometo take away 
the ſins of the World, Foz 1. 29, (Mark :) He beheld him and his glory,and 
felt his Power, and what his Power took away 4 then he declared him as he 
knew him, and not from any Tradition or Writing before him, though then 
there was much written which did truly teſtifie of him Weigh this Truth all 
"*ye Prieſts and brofeſſors, and ponder ir:in your hearts, Have you beheld Chriſt, 
and ſeen his glory whoſe Name in Words you declare ? Have you felt his 
Power to take away your fin? If yea, then why do you teach for Dodrine 
mens Traditions, and build upon other mens labours, and ſtretch your ſelves 
beyond your own meaſures, running into the Lines of what others have writ- 
ten ? And if nay, then how dare any of you make mention of his Name, or 
{peak of his Glory, or of his Power, ſeeing you have not beheld him yer 
made manifeſt in your ſelves? You are not ſent of God, no not otie of you, 
who cannot witnels in ſome meaſure, the glory of the only begotten of the 
Father revealed in you. | 

Therefore let all fleſh befilent, and the mouth of Iniquity for ever ſtopped 
and let none ſpeak more of Chriſt, or his glory and power, then they know a 
meaſure of his Life made manifeft #» their mortal boates, by which they come 
to know their ſin taken-#way ; For Foh teſtified, that the giving forth of the 
Law was by Moſes, but Grace and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt, Fohn 1. 17. 
(Mark : ) Grace and Truth was come unto Fohx by Jeſus Chriſt, and he had 
beheld and had felt the Virtue ofit, by which Moſes Adminiſtration was ful- 
filled in him, | 

And this is Fobns Record, who was ſent of God to bear Witneſs unto him 
in whomis life, the ſame which was in the beginning, of whom Moſes te- 
ſified, that ſo their Record agrees in one, and their Teſtimony is unto the 
' {ame Life in unity ; for Ip gathered unto Him who was in the begin- 

ning, and was made mani ough Generations to be a Light and a Leader; 

and all that believed and obeyed him, had Life Eternal in him : And this is he 
that was'made under the :Law, to Redeem them that were under the Law, 
and in fulneſs of time came and was made manifeſt to 7ſrac/, and was the end 
af the Law, for Righteouſnels, unto all that did believe ; and fo he fulfilled 
the Miniſtration of Condemnation, which could not juſtifie any becaule of 
its weakneſs, and he brought in a Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs, which did ex- 
ceed in glory ; And this was the Word in the beginning, which became fleſh, 


and dwelt amongſt them, and they beheld his glory, and received him s 4nd as 
many as received him, unto them he gave Power to become the Sons of God, eveu 
to as many as believed in his N+me , And Fohn preferred him before all, ſay- 
ing, He that comes after me, is preferred before me, for he was before me, - 

his 
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his ſhoo-latchets' I am not worthy to unlooſe: 1 baptize with water, 'but he ſball' 
baptize with the Holy Ghoſt andwith Fire ,whoſe Fan is.in his hands he-nmſt en-) 
ceaſe, but I muſt decreaſe, (aith John. 03 37 12 : b 
"And when' he came and, was made manifeſt unto ſreel,..of whom: Moſes 
and the true Prophets had teſtified, and vvhole glory they ſavy'vyas to be' 
revealed, he Miniſtred forth. of tus ovvn Fulneſs and of his Fulnets they-receiv= 
ed; yyho upon him vvaited, and in him believed : Then he confirmed-the 
Teſtimony, of all the Holy Men of God faying, 7 am rhe light of the: YVrobld,; 
ke that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life, 
obn 8. 12. 
, And this Feſtimony the Phariſees could not receive, but told him he bore: 
Record of himſelf, and his Record was not true : Thele vvere the vvile gene-' 
ration, and the Scripture-learned ones in/ that day,' vyho had the Lavv and 
the Prophets read amongft them every Sabbath, and yet did not- behold his 
glory vvhen- manifeſt amongſt them, of vvhom Moſes and the Prophets had 
reſtiffed ; nor did not believe his own Teſtimony, who ſpake the Things that 
he heard and received of the Father : Mind this all you wiſe people of this* 
preſent Age, who are wiſe in your own eyes, and hears and reads the Teſti- 
mony of the Prophets, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, and 1s fearching the Scrip- 
tures from one end to another, and yet you come not to him, nor cannot re- 
oor his Teſtimony of whom the Scriptures do declare, and in whom is 
ite, 7 | 
Now there was a poor people in that day that did own his Teſtirhony,and 
received him, and believed in him, and became followers of him, though 
by the Wiſe, and Mighty, and Noble, he was deſpiſed and rejected : And 
thoſe that followed him, were made Witnefles of the Works «nd Miracies 
which he did whileſt he was in that Body prepared , and they beheld great 
and mighty things done by his power, the Dead railed, the Lame reſtored, 
blind Eyes opened, deaf Ears unſtopped, the Tongue of the Numb unlooſed, 
Lepers cleanſed, Devils caſt out, with many other Signs and Miracles which 
in the days of his Fleſh was done by him : And when the Work was near fi- 
nithed which the Father had given him todo, and the time of his Departure 
drew nigh, and that he was to leave them who believed in him, and were fol- 
lowers of him, all things drawing near an End, hefaid unto them, 17 is expe. 
dient that I go away, that I may ſend you another Comforter to abide with you 
for ever, the Spirit of Truth which the world cannot receive : And when he had 
finiſhed, he departed from them, andleft them, and entered into the Glory 
that he had with the Father before the World began, and fits at his Right 
Hand in the higheſt Heavens, Principalities Powers being ſubject to him. 
This is he that doth redeem and ſave his People from their ſin , and there is 
not another Name given whereby any can be ſaved , but the Name of Jeſus. 
And after he was taken up from them, and was aſcended, then did they wait 
for his Promile to be fulfilled, and they tarryed 1n Fersſalem, and waited un- 
8 il they were indued with Power from on High , and he did not leave them 
Comfortle(s, but in his Faithfulneſs he came unto them, and fulfilled his Pro- 
mule, and poured forth his Spirit upon them, and they all ſpake the wonder- 
tul Works of God , then they preacht his name from City to City, and pub- 
lithed Salvation in his Life, and ſo they Witneſled that which they received 
in the pouring forth of the Spirit ; and they were made able Miniſters of the 
Spirit, and in the Spirit the things of God were unto them revealed, and they 
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then laboared and travelled, that" others whb were Strangers and Aliehs un- 
to thac Life which in them was revealed; might be gathered and brought 
to have-union with it: So their Mihiſtry in the Spirit was to rurn people from 
Darkneſs tothe Light, and fromthe Power ef Stan unto the Power of God, 
that they might receive forgivenels-of fins ; (Mark) There muſt be a comin 
from Darkneſs to the Light, and from Satan's\power unto the power of God, 
before that fin be forgiven, or rranfgrefſion blotted out : And this is that 
which ſo many wants, they want the Light ahd Power of .God, and lyes in 
Darkneſs, and under the Poyver of Satan , ſo their fin remains, and they hive 
in it, and ſays it muſt be fo vvhilſt they are in this World ; and they come 
not tothat in vyhich ſin is forgiven and done avvay : And ſo people preach 
and believe in another Doctrine and Goſpel thenthey preached and believed 
in, vvho vvere Witneſſes of his' Majeſty, and vvere true Labourers in the 
Goſpel,vvho converted and gathered many unto God, vvho fometimes yvere 
afar off from him , and many came out of Darkneſs arty op and from 
under Satans Poyver, unto the Povver of God, vyhich vvas the Goſpel thar 
they preached, and laboured to gather people unto ; and all that belityed 
us received their Teftimony ſet to their Seals that God ts true , and Wit- 
neſſed Salvation and plentious Redem ” in the Light and Povver of 
Chriſt, and they knevv'' the Golpel; and Life, and Immortality brought to 
light by it;3and theit they ſtood in the ſandtification ofthe Spirit, and knevy 
the Povver of it in theit Invvard parts, and their hearts vvas by it purified, 
and rhey vvere made Saints of the moſt. High, -and they all had their Life + 
in one Spirit, according to the 'Meaſure received, and in the Spirit they 
ſerved and Worſhipped God Day and Night, and their Worſhip and Service 
he accepted ; thele were the farrHful in Chriſt Jefus, who had crucified the 
Fleſh with all the Aﬀettions and 'Lufſts of it,- and were born of the Spirit In- 
ton new life, where they Witneſſed the Work of Regeneration and Renew! 
ing in the Power of God : And theit there was Epiſtles written unto ſuch 
to edifie and comfort them, and to bnild up and hen them, that they 
might ſtand in the Faith which they had received, and in the Faith reſiſt the 
Devil, and all his fiery Darts , and ſoby Faith in the Power, they Witneſ- 
ſed the World, and Fleſh, and Devil overcome, and Victory obtained over 
all the Powets of Darkneſs, and in the Power they were kept, that the wick- 
ed one did not touch them. 

So theſe were exhorted to ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt had 
made them free, and not look back again; tobe entangled with a yoak of Bon- 
dage, Gal. 5, 1. (Mark ): their Ziberty was i» Chriſt; and he had made them 
free, and they were come out of bondage, and were not to look back again, 
leaſt they ſhould beentangled ; theſe had the Mark before them in the Light, 
and was to preſs forward; and not look back again , and the knowledge of 
the glory of God was giveri unto them! 2» the Light which ſhone iz their 
hearts, 2 Cor, 446, (Mark) The Light was in their hearts, by which they came 
to know God and his Glory , and they that did not believe i» the Light which 
was manifeſt ix them, they did abide iz Darkneſs, and the God of this World 
blinded their minds, and kept then from the Light of the glorious Goſpel 
of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4.4. (Mark.) The Light was there, but they believed not ; 
So the God ofthis World ruled over them, and kept them from it ; but un- 
to thoſe rhiit did Believe it was the —_ Power of God unto Salvation '; 
and by it were they gathered unto God, and had feltowſhip with him and 
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one aggther: So had they the true knowledge of Ga beiag i | Light 
gathered into fellowthip with. hum z then they i Tas, GAMs Lights 
and. i» hin is no Darkneſs at ally 1 Joh; 1,5. (Mar) This was Jobr's, Mel- 
ſage which he had heard of him, and declared unto the Sants,:7h44; God 75 
Lights 4d in bim4s no darkneſs at all ; and; theſe thats ſay Fhey bays fellawſtis 
with.Goa and walk in darkne(s they lys, and dv not the Truth, hut who wm 


iN , 
the Light, as be 45 in-the Light, they have fellowſbip one with enothex,' and. the 
Blood £3; Chrift his $on;,cleanſeth thew from ul ſn; An k Log | cha 


\nd 
Teſtimony unto the Saints gathered ix che /ight ,and; then. he exhorred-chern 
toabide init, and walk in it, and receive the Teachings of it ; Farſawh Fobny 
You need not another Teacher, but the Anpinting which, you' bave. recezved. of 
bim, and abideth in you. (Mark ,) the Anoiating which the Saints had recetve 
it did abide in them, and they needed not that 'any man ſhould teach them, 
bur as the ſame Anornting taught them all thing 5, ang.is txweh and na lye, 1 Fohn 
2. 27.; And in the Truth recaved, they lived, and it dig; abidein them ; and 
by 4 55 am Spirit of Truth were they led into all Truth, and bad Fellowſhip 
and.perfect unity one with another in the Truth, and they were dear and 
tender. over one anothor, ang loved one another with an- unfeigned Love ; 
and theſe: were they that were;born of God; and were: Childrenof the Light, 
and of the Day ; and they. were not. of. the Night, nor of Darkneſs, but out 
of that ſtate were redeemed. and faved: bythe Power ;of Chriſt, and in this 
Light they were led intothe.holy City, which Fob inthe Spirit ſaw deſcend- 
ing out of Heaven from God, haying the glory of God,'and her Light was 
like a Stone moſt precious, and the City! had no need of the Sus, neither of 
the .4400x to [line int, "hy glory of God did lizhtex- #4, and the Lamb 15 
the light thereof, 'and the Naties of them: that are ſaved, ſhall walk in the 
[:aþt thereof, and the Kings of. the Earth, bring their glory and honour iato 
IteR2v, 21, (Mark) «lt t are/[aved, mart walk in the Lambs light which 
ſhines in the Holy City, and thuther the Kings of the Earth muſt bring their 
Glory and Hoxdwr,, and all mult be laid down at the feet of him who reigns 
tor ever ; for unto the Lambs; Power muſt all be ſubje&, he is greater than 
all, there was none before. him, neither js there another after him ; the 4/- 
ha and Omega, the Beginning. and the Exding, the Firft and Leſt, Rev. 22, 
TY am. 4/phe and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, the Firſt 
and Laff, 

And here Moſes and Fohm meets in unity, and their Teſtimony agrees in 
one, and all the Diſpenſatiqns and Admuniftrations did hold forth thus excel- 
lent glory which Mor ary jr eher yn in the Spirit ; and from; the begin- 
ning op 6 end of all that is declared and written -in fo many Words, 1t 1s 
but a Teſtimony, of him whoſe Name is called the ward of God, Revag.(Mark) 
The WORD is his Name, and it was in the beginning, and by it was all 
things made that are made z and all the Holy Men of God received it, and had 
4 partin it, and by it they all obtained Life, and they teſtified that there 
wasnot another Name given whereby any could be. ſaved : And.this is de- 
clared irr Words, and is called Seripeues of Truth, but-is not the Word 
whereby Life and Salvation comes ; for that was in the.Beginning; and is the 
(ame this Day; aadabides for Ever. | MY. 2.5 6M 

CHRIST the Power of God, the Salvation of God, without any.variable- 
neis or changing , and what Moſes ſaw'him to be in his time, Fohwlaw him 
to be the ſame in his time ; and as he was made manifeſt unto them, fo Pep te- 
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tified of him, and exalted him above every Name; -and laboured to gather 
people-unto him; and:many believed in lum, and were united to him, apd 
by one Spirit were baptxzed into ane Body, 'and ; had. feHowthip and cam- 
munion in one lite, andanthe = they worſhipped God with ane accord, 
and ſerved him with:ane conent: -:And this'whs glonous in its time, and a 
Service accepted of God , for they were ſingle and upright 'to God, and 
worſhipped bim 1n his own Spirit; and: his |tyingyireſcnce was amongſt them, 
and the Light of his Countenance didJbine upan them, and their hearts were 
made glad and rejoyead in him,and-they offer up a living Sacrifice of Praite 
unto his Name, BY 1513 | enot} $4304 | i 
Then did Antichriſt begin to warkd 4mongft them, and with bis ſubtilty 
entered and prevailed ,oyer ſome of them, -and through : his deceivableneis 
entangledthem, and drew them 'fxdm- their abtdience untb the Power in 
' which they were gathered , then did thoſe forſakethe reſt that in'the Power 
were kept, and went out from them, and turned the graceiot.God into' wan- 
tonnels, and made Shipwrack of Faith and Conſcience ; then rught 
_—_ the Diſobedient, and the Vail fpneddover them, and darkreſs 
covered them, and they loft. the. Life,and Powenof God, and went out from 
the Spirit and fromthe Truth, and F6 became fatfe: Apottles and Deceivers, 
holding the: Form, but denyed the:Power, had the Sheeps Clothing, kept 
the Words, but inwatdly ravened froni the Spiritz; /And-thdſe Apoſtates who 
were gone from the Life 'anPowtr of God, and/had loft the Leading of his 
Spirit, they turned into the \Fleſb,,andjoynedto--the Harlot, and committed 
Whoredom, and generated in the-Fleſh, and roficeived a:falle Birth, and 1n 
their own Rreniok brought it forthg:and it turned a Perſecutor of the Barth 
born of the Spirit, and exerciſed; Daminion and Lordfhip':over others, and 
ſought to pervert the Right Wanof the Lord; and to turn (people from it 
and after the Saints Deceale, who by the true Spirit were aabiad: then the falſe 
Apoſtles and Deceivers prevailed, and.drewpeopleunto their Way, which 
ſtood in the Form,out of the Pawed, fo:that echt people were covered with gro(s 
Darkneſs, and their minds. blinded, that the: things 'of God were not at all 
perceived, then they ſought 'outi many: Inventions, and made many Like- 
neſſes, and ſet up Forms, and: every man's Way ſeemed right in his own 
eyes, and all became oblervers of theirown:Way z/10 fet upthe Kingdom in 
their obſervations, and all crying, that. Chrift was in that Way which they 
had made and obſerued. oy o Iv! 9 
Now Chriſt beheld ——_— ſuch, andexhorted to beware of them. 
and not believe them, nor go. forth after them for he declared that they were 
falſe, who ſhall cry him w_ any. oblervarion, orfet up the Kingdom of God 
1n any ſuch thing , the ſaith Chrift, The Kingdom of Ged is within you 
Luk. 17, So in this dark Night of Apoſtacy that was entered, people ran 
into Confuſion, and did not underſtand one: another : And when this glo- 
rious Day was loſt that the Saints lived in who' gave forth the Scriptures, and 
that people were gone aſtray, and erred from: the. leading of. the Spirit, and 
hadno union with the Life and Power that the Saints enjoyed, then they go: 
their Words, and in the ſtrength of their Imaginations, they .ſet up a Way, 
and formed a likenels, then centered in the Form, and reſted there for Life ; 
fo was the Lieht and Day, of God loft, and no ' Morning in them appeared, 
but groſs Darknels was over them, and they didnor like to retain God in their 


know 
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knowledge ; then 'they went into the Vilibles;: and'grew' wiſe in''the Let- 
ter;-and read of the Saints Practice, and of their Worſhip, and'laboured' to 


formup ſome thing like it, and what they made and;fortmed; inthar they * 


worſhipped, and it ſeemed to be right'in their owneytes.: .So they kepr the 


Words, and with them ſtood cloathed, but were from'the Life and from the 


Spirit, inwardly ravened, Y Sp vgs og 

And this is Baby/ox the Mother of Harlots; where the: Seed of 'God is in 
Captivity, and where m9 mg and confuſed, all tofſed like waves 
of the Sea, and all unitab 


God, and blaſphemes his Name, and his Tabernaele;'and- them that dwel! 


in Heaven , And this Fob» in his timeſaw in the fpirity and whenthe Beaſt: 


had got up his Heads and. his Horns, he began to make war, and to force 
and compel ſubjettion to his Power, that all might bow unto him, and re- 
ceive his Mark, then did the world worſhip the Beaſt, and wondered after 
him, whoſe Names were not written in the Lambs Book of Life; and they 
that would not. worſhip the! e of the Beaſt, was to be killed, [4d none 
was to buy or ſell, but thoſe that had the Mark, or the Nume of the Beaſt, or the 
Number of his Name, Rev. 13. {0 came People under the Beaſts Power in the 
Darkneſs, when they were ravened from the Spirit-in which. they ſhould 
have worſhi =_ the Fathey ; then they. worſhipped the. Image of the Beaſt; 
and akon is Mark, fo timed againft the Lamb and his Followers, and 
made War with them; that when any thing of God appeared which was made 
manifeſt in people, then the Beaft roſe-up,1and made War againft that, and 
reached unto it with his Horns, and puſhed down. 

So the true Church hath ibeen driven-into the Wilderneſs, whete ſhe hath 
been through time and times, and dividing of times, and now is coming 
forth in the purity and glory of her: Beloved, upon whoſe Breaſt ſhe leans , 
and thus people have erred 'and.gone aſtrai fromthe Way of God, and have 
not known their part 1n that Life into which the Saints were gathered who 
gave forth the Scriptures, neither hath their Ears been open to hear the 
teachings of Gods ſpirit, whichis manifeft withinthem , ſo they have heapt 
up Teachers without: them after their own. ungodly luſts, and their ears 
have been itching after them ; and they have built Houſes for them, and 
called them Churches, and they have crept into them, and there have they 
led the ſilly Women captive, who have been laden with ſins and divers luſts, 
and have been ever learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of 
the Truth, fo hath the falſe Church and falſe Teachers ſpread over the Earth 
in the Night of ap » and the. people they have loved to have it fo ; 
there was liberty tor the fleſh, ws could fir down in that Way, and ear, 
and drink, and riſe up to play, andthat pleaſed the carnal mind, and fatis- 
fied the affeftion and luſt of the Fleſh ; and ſo hath all the vain Worthips and 
Cuſtoms which peaple are this day worſhipping in, who yet abides in Forms 
and Traditions, they are all come up ſince the days of the Apoſtles, and are 
after mens Traditions, and not after Chriſt, and the Conception of all hath 
bow in man's Imagination, and hath been brought forth in his own Will and 
Wiſdom, 

And ſo is a fleſhly Birth, which hathever perſecuted the Birth of God , 
for man's heart adulterating from that of God in him, he goes Into the 
Fleſh, and unto the fleſh he joyns and Commits Whoredom, and brings 


forth 


eas Waters ;' and out of this-the Beaſt riſes, and: 
his Head and Horns appears, and he 0 his mouth in Blaiphemiy againlt/ 
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forth a Child of Whoredom. (and. fa have all ape pomp and bringings 
forth ſince the Days of the Apoſtles, been Baſtards, and not Sons) then a; 
Father that-Begets, and the Mother rhay Bears, would; have their Son | ro'\be 
ſet up, and they clothe him, and. adorns him with: fair covermgs, that: he 
may appear' beautiful, .and be. beloved, and then would haye-all be ſubject! 
to him, bow down and worthip him. and though-all theſe Baſtards differ 
much in their Likeneſs, ayjd; cannot joyn, nor own one another, yet is their. 

ion _all.in one womb, and they all partake-of one Nature ; and that 
which makes the difference, is the Garment whichthey are dreſſed withall, 
in which they appear outwardly to the. eyes of the beholders ; and when the 
true Birth, appears, they all take a part, and joyns together, and conſpires to 
kill him, and tocaſt him out of their Country, 

So doth all the Harlots Children ſtand this day, every one for themſelves, 
and one againſt another, but all againſt Chriſtthe Son and 'Hgr , and nor one 
of them by what Name ſoever known, that would. have hum to reign, but 
ſtrives with him, and makes War againſt him, as.hath been experienced in 
this preſent age ; Soevery one likes and loves their own beſt, and labours to 
cheriſh and to. trengthen that, and would have it to have a Name and Pow- 
er in the Earth , and this.is the great Contention-amongft all.the Apoſtates, 
who Wars, and Fights, and Deſtroys one another: about their Religion, they 
would all ſet up their own Birth, and would haye that Adored and Wor- 
ſhipped, and if rhere be but a bowing unto the: Appearance of it, they are ſa- 
tisficd with it, though the heart be in the Hypoerihe ; hut it any deny to 
Worthip that which they ſet up, and cannot; bow: unto it for Conſcience 
ſake, then they are offended and provoked, and; 1o.War, and Fight, and 
Deſtroys one another; becauſe — is notadored, nor their Birth wor- 
ſhipped, .and allruns to the -Scriptures. tor ſhelter, and from the Scriptures 
would prove their Birth to be lawfully begotten, and from that ground would 
_ their. S6n. Worſhipped, ot: would; have ſuch ps cannot, to be perle- 
cu . ; 7 = EI , 

And thus do all lye in'Darkneſs, -and in. Confuſion, in the Night of Apo- 
ſtacy, and underſtands not one another, norknows' not what they would have 
done, for they being fromthe Life: that gave: fotth Scriptures, their under- 
ſtandings are darkened, and theyerre;:and kriow not the Scripture, nor the 
power of God 5 the Light not ſhining 0ut;of Darkneſs, NOT. the: Morning ha- 
ving not appeared in them, they be ſtill in the Earth; where Darkneſs covers, 
and are all ywanderers, and Yagabonds:1 the 'Earth;'/and hath no: part nor u- 
nion with Moſes's Life, the Prophtts Life, 'and the Apoſtles Life, who had 
unity together in the one Spirit, and all walked inthe manifeſtation of it, 
and fo declared the things they heard;- and fdw,ahd:rafted; 'and handled of 
the Word of Life , and they. knew. the Son -off God;to: be come, the ſame 
that was in the beginning,and their! underftandings were opened /by hini; and 
then they knew him rhat was true-arid: was in hin that is tic even in his 
Son, FESUS CHRIST, this is the true GOD, fand'Eternal-Zife;-1. Fobxrn'y, 
(Mark) the Son of God wascome, the true' Birth wasi born iz thew, anditiey 
knew him to be the only true God, and obeyed and worſhipped, him, ind iz 
him they had Eternal Life , and this they witneſſedto be true : Butwho knows 
him not to be come that is True, they are not inthe Saints Life, fo runs into 
their Words, and gets their Words and ſows them together, ahd makes them- 
ſelves Coverings, but, abides in the —_— and: brings forth; that, which 
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R_— then ſearches rhe Scriptures for Words, x0-prove their image a law- 
tul Sow. | &L 9! | 
And this is the bottom and foundation of all Profeſſed Religroes this day; 
ceitring in the Letter, and running -thither for ſhelter, bur are all tromthe 
ife, 'and out of that whuch is the ſure .R and Defence , and thoug1:; all 
theſe Births differ in their Form and Zetereſs, yet inthe Ground one, and all 
nouriſhed from ewe Roof z, and the difference is intheir branchings forth, and 
appearances, for they reach to the Letter in their comprehenſions' and from 
at imagines how the Saints practiſed and worſhipped, and then they adtle 
their own Inventions and Concluſions concerning it ; and ſomakes it' up ay 
a thing that is true, and theſe are divers in appearance ; {ore carved-our in- 
to one likeneſs, and ſome into another , ſome appearing more excellent atid 
glorious than others , and' ſome being more paiated with Scriprure-words 
than others are , and ſo they make up the 7mage which Dariet taw, whoſe 
brightneſs was excellent, and the form terrible, the Head of- the 79:.9e was 
of fixe gold, his breaſts and his arms of filver, his belly and 7hipbs of braſs, 
his legs of tron, his feet part of 7ron, and part of Ci/ay, Dan. 2, (Mark) here 
was divers appearances in the Image ; dnd fome more glorious than others to 
behold, yet but one _ and from the Feer untothe Head: it feemed more 
excellent in ſhew, but all muſt fall cogether, for the foundation is in the mix- 
ture, and the little Sroxe cut out of the Mountain without haxds it (mites 
the mixture, and brings down the whole Image, and in the fall of it there 
is nodifference made from the Feet unto the Head z but the Iron, the Clay, 
the Braſs, the Silver, and the Gold was broken-to- pieces- together, and 
became like the chaffe. of che Summer-threſhing-floors, and the wind car- 
ried them away that no place was found for them ; and the Store 
that ſmote the mage, became a great Mountain , and filled 'rhe Earth, 
Dan. 2. 23. a BILE 
Hear, O BABYLON | for this is the Lord's Dezree againſt'thee. this day, 
and all the Apoſtates that inhabites within thee 5 though many maybe 
climbed _ the Head of Gold, yet they are pattofi the Image; whole feet 
is Iron and Clay, and the little Stone will bring chem down with tHe reſt; 
and they muſt fall and be deftroyed before the brightneſs' of his Rifing who 
1s come to fill che Earth with his Glory-s/ and though Babylop be diverle ut 
appearance; and' there be :nuny branchings forthvin her, and that there is 
not an agreement amongſt :themſelves, yer rhey. differ not in the root, bur 
all ſprings up: from the heart that is deceitful and delperately wicked,which 
leth degenerated. 'God, and thenight/ of Apa/tacy {pread'over. ir, 'and 
the fruir that is brought forth by thetn hath onetafte, and is all bitter, and 
no ſayour of thelife 'of yp paee's them. : And though ir be lv, that 
all forts and ſects profeſs God, and with their lips'feem to hohbr him, yet is 
their hearts far off from him \, and their fear towards him is taught by - the 
— and Traditioas' of! men, and: intheir works: they are af found to 
deny him, agd lies in darkneſs-and confufion , ſome ſetting -up, and. ſome 


vulſh down ; ſome building, 'atid ſome deſtroying ;" fo doth the Inhabitants 
of daſh one againſt another, and breaks one another, and deſtroyer 
ore another: about their Profeſſed Religion, and ate all out of that which 
makes for Peace, and that wherewith one may edifie/another : So'the Image 
hath been made and fer up, and all thete branches pt forth finte the days 
of the Apoſtles, the Spiritot Truth being loſt; and alto 


ople liaving 'run in the 
night 
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night of Apoſtacy, they have been like blind men groaping for a way- to 
walk in, and when they could not find the Saints way, ther! in their inven- 
tions they made ways to themſelves, and what they made, that ſeemed right 
in their own eyes :S0 have all the people a way and \ worſhip, and in their 
own way their hearts 15 moſt delighred, and in rhat they are beſt ſatisfied, 
though it never bring them near ro God, or t9 feel the refreſhings of his living 
EACE, 
oy Now the POPE, and thoſe that walk and worſhip with him, - they 
haveaway, and unto them it ſeems right as others do, and they ſtrive and 


- contend for it, and counts all Hereticks rhat differ from them 5 and ia their 


zeal to'their way and worſhip, they make Laws and Decrees for to eur off 
and deftroy ſuch as cannot own their way, arid-walk with' them , and the 
Pope challengeth the firſt place in Government and Power, as to thoſe things 
that concerns Religion, and ers himſelf over all, and fits as a holy Father 
and Head of the Church, and inſtitutes and orders what his will leadeth him 
to, and that he ſets up in # pre and profeſſion, ; theti unto that muſt all 
bow, or draw his diſpleaſure upon them, and he concludes ſomething from 
the Scripture that may be a ground' for him in his practiſe; imagining that he 
is as Petey was, and hath power as Perey had; and fits in Peteys Seat to Rule, 
but is not found in Peters Life, {0 an earthly carnal man, darkand blind, nor 
perceiving the things of God, and is far off from that in which Peer had 
power to bind and looſe , © ſits int a decked Seat in the ip and hautineſs 
of his heart, and in-that rules over people by the might of his earthly powers, 
which peter never did , ſo the thing he maketh ro himſelf, and ſets up a like- 
neſs, out of the power, and the form'is practiſed,” and a Will-worſhip perfor- 
med, and in that is the Pope with his'people ſatisfied, and thinks that they 
a on _— nr morn ot yi emer and _ from the life 
0 and in the-dark ni "Apoſtaſie, where the myſtery they cannot 
perceive, ſo in darkneſs Sealer not- whither they 'go, becunſs that 
darkneſs hath blinded their-minds; & 

2. And from the fame Root another branch ſprings up ſomething higher, 
and is called PRELACY, whoſe birth is conceived in the ſame womb as the 
other, and brought forth in the fare; firength; "and they fiye to the Scripture 
to uphold rhat part of the Image which bear forth, and from the Scrip- 
ture they would prove-their's # Tawful _ —__ read of Biſhops and 
Church-oxder of Prayer and Preattung, of ſerving and worſhipping God; and 
in words they deny the Pope'arid his practiſes, and cannor joyn,nor own his 
Birth tobe lawfully —_— ; yet there is none' nearer in the! brotherhood, 
nor none more like in their form andappeardiice {bur are all in dirknefs.:and 


"neither knows nor tihderſtands ont a ; thotgh children of one houſe'; 


lo they live in ſtrife and-ogntention;' warring-arid fighting abour their! Jike- 
neiles, becauſe different in form,” and neither” of rhem” a'true birth; bur 
lye in darkneſs, and under the ſhadow of death, where-peace they: know 
nor. , : : {371 ©. | *1 
3. And then another branch puts -out ſomething above either of rheſe; 
and is called PRESBYTERY, and they make- a great noiſe with the Serip- 
tures and Form a great Likeneſs, and bears forth a higher part of the Image, 
aud they contend more earneſtlyby how much they have 2 fairer ſhew ;, and 
they would have their Son to rule over all, and. would have all compelled to 


fall down and worſhip their likenefs which they fer up, and preſſes to a con- 


formisy 


# 
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formity under 
—_— wh ich the 4 | 
pleadtheir call to the Miniſtry lawful, becaule they read {ome were: Ordain- 
xd by:the gift of the. Holys Ghoſt, and by the laying on of the hands of the 
Presbytery , and they ordain Elders and Deacops, and: 
and practiſe, having read of ſuch names in the Seripture , and they: Cohtend 
againſt Pope and be ( and thoſe Names, and cannot own nor joyn,gyith, 
them, but war, and fight, and deſtroy them, and fo Baby/ox lyeth; indakne(s 
and confuſjon, and yet in the -ground one , for the Presbyrers Branch 45:from! 
the ſame Root, and his birth conceived in the ſame womb with. the -Popes 
and Prelates ; and no diflerence: but in the likeneſs made to themſelves, 
for they be all in darkneſs,” and from-that which was in the begiahing,, 
and doth not know a partin the life which the holy men of God enjoyed, 
and from which the Scriptures were declared, 

4. Then ſprings up another branch over all theſe, -and; is called zvDz- 
PENDENCYT , and theſe haye fomething like a form of, godlineſs, and their 
Birth appears more glorious than any of the other, but is not the-true. Son ; 
and though in many things they be ſeparated, and differ from them, yet in, 
others they joyn and conſent unto them ; and thele bear 'but a higher part 
of the Image, by how much they have more of the form of-godlinels, and are 
more zealous in their practiſe and, profeſſed worſhip, and theſe do not. fo 
much ſtrive after Compulſion, asſome'others do ;. though they would ſet 
up their Son as Chief, and would have him adored. and worſhipped, above 
all ;; and they cannot own neither Pope; Prelute nor Presbyter intheir prattife, 
bur ſeperates from them and gathers into, more particular union and fellow- 
ſhip-together, and they run to the Scriptures - tO ove their Birth lawful, 
and their practiſe warrantable.y but are with the reſt in darkneſs, and in con- 
fuſion, degenerated from the Power: of God, by which all things were made, 
and knows not the Life of Moſes, the Prophets, and the Apoſtles, but ſtands 
cloathed and decked with their words, and there ſeem' to be ſomething, and 
to ſtand above. others in; their ſhew. of, Godlineſs, and. Will-worſhip, but 
knows not the life revealed , ſo their ſtrength lyes in the letter, and:what the 
Saints have declared who 'were in the power of God redeemed, That they 
build upon as their foundation, and in their imaginations, practices.in ſome 
things as they, read the Saints did, and there they reſt ſatisfied and contented 
with their preſent ſtates, and conclude to _themlelves a belief in Chriſt, and 
apply his promiſes, and what hedid for themin that body that ſuffered with- 
out the Gates of Feruſalem, and by his death and offering all things is ac- 
compliſhed for them, and no ſin, ſhall be ever imputed unto them though they 
live1n it, and through his Mediation and Interceſſion for them, as he; is at the 
right hand of God at adiſtance- from them, they believe that they: have ac- 
cels to God, and to the Throne of his grace, aad are accepted of him ; and 
yet they neither know God nor 'Chriſt,/ nor the place where the lay he ſits 
at the right hand of God, and upon confeſſion made of this belief, and if there 
be ſomething of {obernels in people, that.they do not appearopenly prophane, 
ſuch they receive into fellowſhip and brotherhood; when the bitth- of God 
lyes oppreſſed.under the pride of their hearts, and no fellowſhip with Gog, 
nor one with another in the life of God z, then they break bread together, 
and calls it an Orginance of Chriſt, and meet together, and ſpeak and - pray 
in words, which ir a branch of of the old Root ; and a higher part of the 
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alties, and puniſhments ; and they haye Scripture to turn 
j woun prove their Burth-to be the any, child , fo they-- 


ers in their-order . 
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IMAGE, ſeemingly more glorious ; and this 1s the faith which all ple ia 
words will confels as they do, and doth not at all differ from the faich of the 
POPE, the PREL ATE and PRESBYTER, all confefling faith in Chriſt, and a 
hope to be faved in Chriſt, and that he hath fatisfied for all ſin paſt, prelent,and 
to come; and in the life to come they ſhall obtain eternal ſalvation by Chriſt ; 
and this1s but the ſame which all will acknowledge in words, and differs no- 
thing in the ground from the faith of thoſe they are ſeparated from, but bran- 
ches forth of the ſame Root, and all their practiſe ſpringeth out -of 
the ſame ground, and is the Harlots Child, though dreſſed with a fair- 
er Covering. 

Another branch there is which makes up the form of the Image, and bratt- 
ches forth fromthe old root, and is called BAPTISTS, who' have formed a 


" birth fair in ſhew, and is ſeemingly more glorious than any of the other, and 


they are alſo in ftrife and contention about it, and they tlye to. the Scrip- 
tures to defend it, and to prove it to be the lawful Child ; and becauſe they 
read of ſome that went into the water, and were baptized, they obſerve and 
dotheſame , and reading in the Scriptures that there were ſome who met to- 
er, and exhorted one another, and were edified and comforted one in a- 
nother, they obſerve and do as near as they can what they read of the Saints 
practiſe ; and {o conceives abirth in the ſame womb, and brings it forth in 
the ſame as others do, and in the ground it differs not, and concer- 
ning Chriſt and ſalvation they are of the general faith with the other parts of 
the Image, and many ofthem hath the ſtrongeſt confidence in it, and con- 
tends moſt earneſtly for it, being in their minds perſwaded that Chriſt hath 
ſatisfied for all their ſin, 'and hath reconciled them unto God though they be 
ſinners, and by him they hope to be ſaved after this life is ended, and fo 
are ſet down.in a carnal ſecurity, and reſt at eaſe in the formality, and are 
tothe quickning Spirit, and the faith that they have made is not 

__ _—— conſcience, but is conceived in the heart that is degenerated 
So people being from that of God in them, which he makes manifeſt unto 
them, the God of this world rules over them and blinds their minds, that thoſe 
Jar to are cternal they cannot perceive, then doth he lead forth their 
min gory wrt = np # png ms 1 thither, and- opens their eyes 
to look at the things which are ſeen; and this = Pnng to the carnal mind 
which is willing to turn any way that it may eſcape judgement : And what 
was by the Saints given forth, _—_ in writings without them, that 
their life is in, and that they contend about, and all ſtrives to ſet up their 
own Conpirnga ont teach for Do&rine mens Traditions, and mind not 
the meaſure of God in themſelves, but ſtretch beyond it inthe comprehen- 


| fion, and run into other mens lines: and labours , and are all upon the 


earthly root, and indarkneſs and confuſion in their practiſe and worſhip 
that from the _ the 20 to the ſole —_ feet the Image hath 
no whole in it, but is full of putrifaQtion corruption, 'and ey 

branch _— and deceitful, and no.good fruit is found kya k bri = 
forth of all is from the heart thatis deceitful and corrupted, which lyes 
fallen and degenerated from God, and cannot bring forth any thing that is 
pleaſing to him, or accepted by him , for as 1s the root , ſo1s every branch 
in its nature from high to low , and through all theſe appearances there 


have 
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have healed the ſore ſleightly, and are all out of the life and power of God, 
and are all found wanderers in the night of Apoſtaſie, and in the darknets 
have taken the Whores Cup, and do drink it, and received the mark of the 
. beaſt, and do bear it, and this is Baby/on the Mother of Harlots and the aborui- 
nation of all uncleanneſs, who hath held forth a Go/den Cap in the night of 
Apoſtaſie, and hath through her Sorceries and Inchantments 'bewitched ma- 
ny to receive it, anddrink it, untill they have been drunk with the Wine ot 
her Fornication, and have committed Whoredom with her , that many 
children have been begotten, and many Baſtards brought forth of feth and 
blood, and of the will of man, which is the birth that perlecutes the Son and. 
Heir, 

Andunto all thoſe is the Cup of Gods indignation poured forth, and they 
muſt all come under the feverity of his Jul, becauſe are Ba- 
ſtards and not Sons , for thele adulterous births/ have provoked the Lord, 
and grieved his ſpirit, and he hath long forborn and- ſpared : ;But on Baby+ 
. lon hewillbe avenged, and all her Brats and Children he will daſh in pic- 

cesin the fiercenels of his anger, and not one of them muſt ſtand, though 
never {o ſeemingly glorious , for the day is come, and the true Birth is born, 
whoſe right it is to Reign, and his glory he will notgiveto another, nor his 
praiſe to Graven Images; he is the Son,&1n him is lite, and his life is the light 
of men, all muſt bow before hi n. ang all that js contrary ro him-muſt under 
his feet be troden down , for un:2 him alone belongs the iſſue from death, 


the ſame that was, and 1s, and is to come, Everlaſtino, Power ful, God over all 


for ever and ever, 


Hear ye wiſe, and conſider ye prudent of the world, Is not this your Way ? 
and , Is not this the fruit of your doings ? Do you not walk 19 dark- 
nels? and are you not building in your Imaginations, and ſetting up your 
own inventions, and brings forth likeneſſes ? and, Are you not trom that 
which was in the beginning, and from - the Saints Life ?- and, do you 
not want reſt and peace to your Souls ? Be ſtayed , and feel Gods wit- 
on in your own ſelves, which will return a true anſwer in-your own bo. 
vmes. - 

And now'a few words of tender Counſel from the Lord God wxro 'you all, that 
you may ſee the, form of the 7w-4ge, and how uncomely every part of it is, that 
you may not-love, nor delizhtin it any longer ; for the Lord will deftroy it to- 
gether, and the /s#tle Stone cat out ofthe Mountains without hands, will daſh 
it all in pieces, and there will not be a man upon the earth found to fave or up- 
hold any part of it, 

So all watch to the Aforxineg, that the day may-break upon you, and the 
Licht ſhine out of darkneſs i you, that yaur eye' may look into the Glaſs of 
Righteouſneſs, the pure Laght of Chriſt in your own Conſciences, and there 
you may behold both the Ill-favoured, and Well-favoured Harlor, and what 
Image you all bear, and what Cp you all drink of, and what Acarkis in your 
foreheads, and if you be diligent, and incline to the Lords Counſel, and heark+ 
en to his witneſs in you, your underſtandings will open, and you will fee to 
the beginning, and know that which was before imaginations, or any inven- 
ons was foandout, and you will come into unity with the Saints life, and 
know every word you utter forth to be{poken 1n the life, and all fleſh ſilent 
betore God, and fo will your gatherings be unto Chriſt, who is ſet up for 
an Exign, that all may come unto him and be ſaved ; and you will feel — 
life 


UM 
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life in you revealed, and inhis face behold the expreſs Imape of the Fathers 
glory, and his Power he will make known 72 yow, and Baptize in the death, 
and every formed fleſhly birth that exalts it: felf againſt him ; and he will 
ſave you as you in him believe, and redeem you from your vait\ con- 


verlations which you have in the world, and give you Life and Peace for 
ever, | | 


—_—, m—n—_—_— 
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A few Words of tender (ounſel unto the P OPE; 
with all that walk in that way, who arecalled 
_— i CO 


'JEatand conſider, you that ſet your ſelves oh high, and boaſt in the 
| Works of your own hands ;, you are weighed and. tricd, arid your 
Way and'work is proved, and you: are foun tg be out of the Saints Life, 
and fromrhe Scriptures of Truth ; for the Lord ſpake by 24eſes ſaying, '7how 


ſhalt have no other Gods but me ; thou ſhalt not make to thy felf any Graven 1- 


mage, nor the Likeneſs of any thing in Heaven above, 'or Earth beneath, or 


Water under the Earth , thou ſhalt not bow dowg to.them, wor, worſhip them , for 


I the Lord thy God am a Fealoys God, Exod. 20, Are you not found Tranſgrel- 
ſors of the Holy and juſt Law of Gqd, —— your ſelves Likeneſſes, and 
bow down to and Worſhip'them, and forget the.Lord, who faith, 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me? Andare not theſe your Gods wv hich you 
make ef ſelves, and ſetr themup to Worſhip, And do you not adore 
them, and bow and cringe tothem? And doth not this pradtite erre from the 
Scriptures of Trath, 'and from the Saints life 7 Where da you read that the 
Saints made Images and ſ& 'them np,” and wh: vnto them, and worlippey 
before them? Ordid they, pray phtoImages, ot make an Image of Chriſt, or 
of the Saints, andfall d & it, and.pray unto'it.? Ox did they ei er 
ſprinkle Water one, upon . aN ed it Holy Water ? And did they 
ever pray by their Beads, and uſe © fles ard Crucifixes ? And had they a 
POPE to' rule over them, andt0'bider then in the worftip of God ? Who 
firſt made Cardinals, and Pryers, and Nuns, ,and erected Abbyes, and Mona- 


- 


ſteries ?' Who firft ſet up Houſes gf 00d and Stone, and lled them Chur- 
ches ?' Are nat yau the Inventers of theſethings which are come up ſince 
the days of the Apoſtles'?' Who tnade Saints days, and called them. Holy 
Days? And who up Colledgesto make men iſters? And who. gave 
the Calledges their ſeveral Names ?. And who brought up Tythes, and. gave 
them to the Miniſters made at Colledges ? And who made a Law to compel 
the payment of them unto ſuch a Miniſtry ? Who firſt brought. up Bread 
and Wine, and called it Sacrament? And who firſt gave Payer to the Col- 
ledge-Minifters to communicate it unto People at certain Tumes and Days? 
=p who firſt Ordained that every Receiyer of it from their hand ſhould give 
them Two Pence for fo doing? Who firſt brought up thoſe Eafter Reckon- 
ings, and Midſummer-dues, and Ten-Shilling Sermons ? Whether was this 
the Saints practice who lived in the Life and Power of God ; Or are not all 
Theſe things come upin the Invention fince the Spirit of Truth was loſt and 


ravened 
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ravened- from? How will you clear your ſelyer 'before the Lord, when he 
calls you up to the Bar of his Juſtice, to give-account of yotir doings? How 
will you make-theſe things (with much more that might be mentioned)war- 


rantable or lawful, ſeeing that the Scripturedoth nor declare of them, nor the . 


Saints, who were by the Power- of God Redeemed, and Regenerated' into 
newnels of life, they did not live in them, nor ſet them up? From what Root 
then doth all theſe things \pring ? Do they not come up from the Carnal 
mind that is at enmity with God ? And is it not the fleſh that brings forth ſuch 
a Birth as this? Have you not committed ſhameful Whoredom, and run 
into deep Fornication, who are ſofar degenerated: ly ag yd 
from the Scriptures, that your Birth is not at all ſhaped or formed, to 
that which is true ? $0 that your Riiris compnarddit cede omb, 
and is a Child of Whoredom, and there ts n6 Scripture to prove it lawful ; 
Your building Hoaſes, and calling them Chu#ches, your .ſetting up Croſſes in 
many Towns, making' Saints Days, praying to Saints, erecting Colledges, cal- 
ling them Chriſt's Colledge, and Fohn's Colledge, and ſuch-like Names; your 
mal Miniſlers at and your giving them the. renrh part of; Peoples 
Excreaſe to maintain them, and making a Law to compel it, with, fuch 
more by you. brought forth in the Mid-Night of afar. Have ,yqu not 
erred exceedingly from the Scriptures , and from: the Spirit that gave 
the Scriptures forth ? And fo are neither found in the Saints Life nor Pra- 


ce. 
Therefore be ſtill, and hearken to the Lords Counſel, and rejed it not ; 
It is near you to reprove you for your abominable 7delatries ; Turns it, for 
it is Truth, and there is no deceit in it , the Lord hath placed it in your. Cox- 
ſciences tobe a Witneſs for him, from- which none can hide their -Counſel, 
nor: cover their ſecret Thoughts z and Ceaſe from your Gong, 20d give over 
making Likeneſſes and forming mages, and turn to that of Godin you which 
the Imagination cannot rehend, nor the Inventioa make any. Likeneſs 
of: Bow down and worſhip it, and be ſubjet unto it in all things , 1t is Chriſt 
the Power of God, the Hedreply Image, who is jealous of his Glory, and will 
{mite all other mages, and Image-makeys , For for muſt fall before him, 
and Antichriſt he will deſtroy, with the brigh Ss of his Appearance. Oh 
ye people ! your Way is corrupted, and is not found right betore: the Lord, 
though you challenge the firſi Face after the Apoſtles, and ſer your ſelves on 
high with that you call your Mozher Chearch , yet the Lord hath found you 
out,. and all your deceitful workings, and Whoredoms, and Abominations, 
whither your hearts have run out of God's fear ; that your Mother Church 
doth now appear, and is made manifeſt in this Day of God, to be 2/rsT Err 
BABYLON THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, which hath made all Nations 
drunk. with the wine of her Fornication, and hath handed forth a Golden Cay 
[* of Abominations, by whith ſhe hath deceived the Nations. But the Day 
ath declared you, and your, Work is ſeen of what fort it is, and it is not 
like the Saints Work, who drank of the Cup of Salvation. And thus have 
you ſpread your skirt over the earth, and have polluted it with your abo- 
minable Idolatries, and have cauſed many to drinkofyour Cup of Fornicati- 
on, and have bewitched them with your Sorceries, and the abundance of 


your Delicacies. | 
But the Lord is rending your skirt, and taking away. your Covering, and 
your nakedneſs appears to your ſhame ; for you are ſeen to the bottom, and 
your 
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your Root is the corru heart of 'the old Man in the degeneration, and 
you lye in the Fall, and 11n the Tranſgreflion, where not 'one doth good ; and 
the Lord hath no pleaſure in you, neither dotly he require your Worſhup, nor 
your Offerings at your hands, but is weary of them. Therefore Ariſe out of 
your dolatry, and depart from it, foritis polluted, and the Lord will ſud- 
denly come upon it, and deſtroy it with a ſore deſtruction: And ceaſe from your 
Cruelty and Blood-thirſtineſs, and lay. by your Stocks, and Yhips, and Priſons, - 
and do not uſe ſuch Weapons to defend your Re1igi0, for that makes you 
manifeſt to be out of the Saints Life, who never uled ſuch things to com- 
pel any to Conformity, or to puniſh ſuch as jdiffered from them in Practice 
and Worſhip. | 

Therefore all turn to that by which they were guided, and in which they 
walked and lived, the Spirit of Truth by which they were led into all Truth, 
and were kept from Idols ; and as it is. made manifeſt in you, wait to receive 
it, and then fight againſt Spiritual Wickednefs in High Places; that fin and 
tranſgreſſion may be cut down iz your own. particulars, thit you may live no 
longer in Pride and Haaghtineſs, Envy and Malice, Rioting and Drunkenneſs, 
and ſuch like filthineſs, which you like to. retain, and have a love to, more 
then the Light that doth reprove you for them ; but all come to the Light, 
that inthe Light your Minds may be ordered andexerciled , and it will g4- 
ther you into a meaſure of the ſame Life the Saints enjoyed, and raiſe your 
ſouls from Death, and it will deſtroy all your mages and Baſtard-Births which 
in the -Earthly corruptible Wiſdom you have Grad and brought forth ; 
and as you obey and believe in it, it will lead you' to God, where Life and 
Eternal Salvation is obtained, ad Peace and writ is enjoyed and poſleſted for 
ever —— Depart from Vanity, and live; | 


% 


eA few Words of tender (ſounſel unto the P R E- 
LATES with all that walk in that way, 
generally called PROTE- 
STANTS. 


Ehold your WAY ye People, and conſider what is brought forth by you ; 

Look into the GLASS of Righteouſneſs, and ſee whoſe image it bears, Are 
you come to that whicliwas ix the beginning? And doth the Light ſhine out of 
Datkneſs in you ? Your w4ys and Doings muſt come to #ryal, and your work 
muſt be ſeen of what ſort it is, for the light maketh all things manifeſt:You de» 
ny the Pope and thoſe with him x words, and you have got the name of Pro- 
reſtants to be your Covering ; but when your Works are brought to tryal, 
they favour of the Popes Rooz, and your fruit hath both one taſte, and your 
Rirths are Simeon and Levi, you are In the Apoſtacy, and in Darkzeſs you 
abide, and there you wander from the Way of Truth, and then you make 
a Way in your Inventions, andex ap a Worthip in your Wills, and drinks E 
the whores Cup, and the Beaſt*s Mark is in your FOREHEAD : You have. an 


| Obſervation which you make to your ſelves, and you ſet up the King- 


[a] mt 


90 The Voming watch : 9:,. 1660 
dom there, and the Cuſtoms afd Traditions you walk-in, which by the Popes 
Power was firſt inftituted ; and yon uphold and mMaintaitt his Birmh, which was 
nourithed and brought up by him in this Nation of Exg/and- when his Power 
extended over it, and his Skirts covered it, and you ſtrive to prelerve it, and 
to give mote life uhto it, and to ſet it up as a /ewfl Child, and fo in your 
Councels makes Laws to eſtabliſh it, and to compel all to worthip K, and do 
not conſider from what Roo# 1t ſprings or whether it bs according 8 the 
Scriptures of Trath, or the Saints life ; but you run. ih -hafte, and 1n yur 
own Wills ſets up what ſeems right in your own Eyes, and then make Laws 
to uphold it, and to compel all to be conformable to it, under penalties and 
puniſhments, 

And what have you more to ſay for your Practiſe and Worſhip, then the 
Pope hath for his? Or is your Birth-morelike the Truth or the Saints Pra- 
cice then his whom you ſeem to deny? What __—_ have you for ou 
made- Church of Wood and Stone ? Ard who ondeined it to be a 
Church, and Conlecrated it to be holy ? and what Scripture have you for 
your Formed Prayerr, and your Letany, and to make them up together in a 
Book, and call them Common Prayer ? Who firſt inſtituted Colledges ? And 
who gave them their Namer ? And who firſt ordained that men ſhould be 
made Miniſters at Colledges? And who firſt appointed _ to be paid to 
that Miniſtry ? And who firſt made a Law to compel ſuch a Maintenance ? 
Who firſt made and ordained Lord-Biſhops and Arch-biſhops, Vicars and 
Curates ? And who firſt divided their Biſhopricks and Diocefſes ? And how 
came they to rule over other people, and to make Vicars and Curates under 
th-ra ? How cante up Hoods and Tippets, aa Surplices ? And who firſt or- 
dained that Miniſters ſhould be clothed with them in the time of their Wor- 
ihip? And who firſt ſet up Altars and Organs, and made Singing-men and 
$1nging-boys ? Have you not found out many Inventions, and obſerve the 
Cuſtoms and Traditions which hath been bro in when Darkneſs over- 
ſpread? And 0 a __Y be out. of the Samts lite, and errs from the 
Scripture of Truth and yout Roat 33 the corrupted heart of the vId tan, and 
your Likeneſs bears his 'Inmyre,”/ 

Behold your Birth y Is it notafrer.the Flaſh, andia Child of Whoredom ? 
& it not like the Form of that whichwas bronght forth by the Saints that li- 
ved in the Truth, and worſhi God in Spirit and Truth. O ! Ariſe ye 
people, here 1s not your Reſt, it is polluted, and God will deſtroy it with 
a (ore deſtruction. Therefore come out of Babylon, partake no longer of her 
lns, left ye be deſtroyed with her Plagues ! And be not violent towards o- 
thers that God hath ſeparated from amongſt you, neither force or compel a- 
ny people by a Law to conform to ſuch a Worſhip, gr bow to ſuch a Likeneſs, 
or uphold fuch a Church, or maintain ſuch a Miniftery , leaſt you draw 
Judgement ſpeedily upon your felves , For Babylon muſt be deftroyed, and 
the Inhabitants thereof ſcattered , therefore doth the Lord viſit in his Love, 

thar his Seed might be gathered, before his Wrath take hold in Judgement ; 
For God hath a Seed amongſt you which groans,6 is preſſed under your Cor- 
ruptions and Abominations, and his Bowels yearn toward it. And in tender 
Love is this declared concerning you, that you may turn to the Lord in this 
day of his Viſitation, wherein his Arm is gathering from off the Mountains and 
Hills, and bringing into the Fold of his Reſt , for he is making haſte, and cut- 
ting the work ſhort in Righteouſnels, 

There- 
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Therefore all fear before him, whois mighty to ſave, and mighty to 'cut 
down and deſtroy z and all encline to his Counſel, whoſe/W is Near You» 
and ſecretly reproves you in your own Conſcience for the evil of your doings; 
turn unto it, for that was in: the beginning, and'made and eqqiced all thungs, 
and ſaw that they were good. Hearken when the Word' near you reproves 
yow, and obey, believe, and follow it ; for it teaches right things, and your un- 
derſtanding it will open, and bring you to conſider 'the fruit of your doings, 
and let you {ce your pradtife and Worſhip to be vain; and it wilt lead you out 
of Confuſion, Warring and Fighting, and deſtroying one” another: about 
your Religion ; and it will bring you to know the-pure Religion, and unde- 
filed before God, which no carnal Weapon caneitrher ſet up; or pull down : 
And ſo will you come into unity with God, and one another, and know: the 
- and everlaſting Peace that endures for aver +— Be not high minded, 
us fear, Ihe 


”" 
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A few Words of tender Counſel unto theſe called 
PRESBYTERIANS, with all: that - 
are walking in that W AY. | 


Ear ye zealous PROFESSORS, who are mounted up on high, and in 

your Inaginations ſtand exalted : What taſte have your Fruit ? And, 

what 15 the forms of your Birch? For you muſt come to & proof, and the 
Tryal muſt pals upon you ; the Light hath found you out, and makes you 
manifeſt, and = are ſeen to be of the o/d Root, though your Branch put out 
ſomething lugher z the ſavosr of your Fruit is bitter, and the Form of your 
Birth is uncomely, your Work doth not anſwer what you ſeem to profeſs ; 
you are run into Obſervations, and are ſetti up the Kingdom iz words, 
and make to your ſelves a Zikeze(s, and would compel ſubjettion zo it : You 
have forgot the day of your Dj ref when many of you ſuffered under 
compelling Laws, becaule you could not bow nor conform to that which you 
were convinced to be out of the Truth , and ſome of you paſſed through an 
Exerciſe in the Tryals, and ſtood in faithfulneſs accor ing to the manifeſtati- 
on in that Day; and tlie Lord appeared for you, and relieved you, and gave 
you Domimon over your Oppreſlors, and you have had a time in which you 
might havedone good ; but the Benefit you let fliÞ out of your minds, and did 
not like toretain God in your knowledge, but when Proſperity encreaſed, you 
grew fat, and ſtood pufted up, and had no regard unto the poor, but walked 

1n the ſteps of thoſe that went before you, and handed forth as birrer 4 cup * 

to others Who were tender in their Conſciences, and could: not conform to 

your Inventions, as they had doe unto you, whom the Lord removed becauſe 

of Oppreſſion ; and your little finger became a heavier weight upon- many, 

than the Loyns of ſuch as went before you ; and then you began with your 

Laws to perſecute ſuch as could not bow to your Image, and it is juſt with 

the Lordto bring thoſe over you whoſe Necks was once put under you, that 

you may conſider what you have done, and repent-before it be too late : For 


4 the 
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theLord'doth -not forget the poor, whichiby you' is: d; and:ſhame- 
fullyyentreated, Whothis day ſuffers in prifon by your::Cruelty.andOppreſ-! 
ſhamuit 1 7 1 J. GC od. £3 [1 191991 Yho0 
</Qh:1: what Hypocrife. hath been inthe bottom: of you, .and how deceit- 
- ful and+ unfaithful have/you! been unto_God!! who appeared for youtand gave 
van eale from ,your Burdens, and relieved you wheh-you were afflicted under 


the. Yoak that lay upon ou necks, and. raiſed yourup; and ſer yo over your: 


Oppreſlors'; and when Power was given into your hands;: you. turned your 
Feet.into the fame: Path, and ſet your ſelves up in their:Places and; exerciled 


Lotdſhip and Dominian over others; and as much Cruelty was manifeſt'from- 


vau, as from: thoſe that you deſtroyed /; And fo ;you killed  attl -took Pol- 
ieflion; and; lived in the: height of Pride and : Vanity : - Doth :not | the: 
Lord: behold\you. and your Doings ? And will -he:not_ be/ avenged upon 
{uch Deceitful Workers ? I tell you, yea, for he is Righteous 1u all his. 
Ways, | 

| FT 77" FIR » and in coolneſs conſider, .and ſpeedily turn to the 
Lord, leaſt he {mite you, and there be none to deliver you , For though 


bark Pope and. Prelage, and: OWN "Rar conform to theit Pra- 
ADs Wor 9 Io Wart ky Fol 2ankt the and Carin and 
their cotnpeting, Laws, nor joyn with their Birth which they bring forth ; yet 
look into the Glaſs of Rightgopſpe [54 har: qur own, and ſee whole 
Son he is, and whoſe Tenaght fie bears\ for your Births are' Children of one 
Houle, and conceived in one Womb, and born after the Fleſh, and though a 


difference inthe Form appear, yet the Root of all is in the deceitful and, cor- 


rupt heart which lyes in the degeneration ; and ——_ you have caſt of 


much of their 7dolatry, and cut off many «ſeleſs Branches, yet the ROOT 1s 
not changed, but thefe you meet in one, and your fruit doth favour of it : 
You layed by the name of, B7SHOPS, and pulled up Altars, and you rent 
the SURPLICES, ,and the Book of Common-Prayer ; you pulled .down OX- 
GANS, and layed by Singing-men and Boys, with many other things which 
then you beheld to be uſeleſs in that ſervice , and in that day you cryed 
out-for Z1BERTT, and your zeal was hot to carry it on, and there was in 
many of you an honeſt true deſire after the beſt things, and your eyes were 
toward the Lord, and you proſpered and prevailed, whilſt you did the things 
that were right in the Konefty of your hearts in the ſight of God ; but when 
eale:came, you preſently forgat the Lord and his benefits, and began to ſer 
up your ſelves, and your own way, and branched forth in another appear- 


ace, and brought forth a Birth with azother Form and Likeneſs, but re-: 


ceives breath from the ſame Life*, Didnot you make a P/RECTORY, and in 
that formed your Birth as your wildome invented, and made a way to your 
ſelves that ſeemed right in your eyes ; Did you not make CLASS1S, and 
EFLDERR, and DEACONS to have Rule and Dominion amongſt you, and to 
be chief inyour Aſſemblies? And, did you not bring people to a CONFES- 
SION of what they believed? And were any to eat bread with you at that you 


calt SACRAMENT but ſuch as were approved by thole officers ordained ? * 


Ard; did you not thus become Judges of the Worthineſs or Unworthineſs 
of pevple to eat and drink with you, and either Received them, or Excluded 
them in your own Wills 7 Is not this a Brat that muſt be dyſhed in pieces, 
and the Son of the Bond-woman that muſt be caſt out ? I tell you yea, as 
cctrainly as others have been daſhed in pieces and caſt out, vhs likeneſs 


you 
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you could not own to be true : And now behold whether you benot ſtriving 
with all your Strength to uphold the life of that Root, from which you 
havecut off many Braxches : Have you not been. digging abour it all this 
time, and have forced ſowe Branches to put forth from it higher in appear- 
ance than thoſe you cut off, and ſo you are found .in the Whoredome, and 
drinking as deep of the 'Cup of FORNIC ATION as thoſe you War againſt, 
and are in the dark night of Apoſtacy with them, all walking in darkneis, and 
cannot behold in clearnels the Formor Likenels of one another, and fo fight 
and deſtroy one another about it. | 
And when you cut down one thing, you give: life unto another that 
ſprings from the ſame Roor, and 1s of the ſame Nature; Why did you not 
pull down the ads CHURCHES of /Yood and Stoxe, when you Rent the 
SURPLICES, and the Book of COMMON-PRAYER ? Why did you not 
put down COLLEDGE- Miniſters, when you pulled down ORGANS ? 
And why did you not take away TYTHES from ſuch a Miniſtry, when 
ou pulled up ALTARS ? Whar is the difference of theſe things, that you 
ve taken away ſome, andpared- others ? Were you not commanded tg 
ſmite AMALEK throughout; and not to ſparerany thing alzve , but you 
looked after the beſt things; and regarded not the Lord 4 1o you but put 
them out of heir Houſes, to take poſleſhon your ſelves , and what mighe 
be pro to you, or matrnget hay Byrd. that you preſerved and la- 
boured”ty give more life unto it ; for you minded the leading of God, 
neither - STONE-CHURCH, nor COLLEDGE-MINISTER: $44. been this 
day ſtay 4s in any ſerming ſervice for God, neither TYTHES to maintain 
that My, or any Impropriator 'whatſoever ; - but thele things you ſpa- 
red for your own Gain Glory, 'and' have Invented how to Reform 
fome things in Appearance, and have continued others as ſeemed Right: in 
_ own , Eyes, 'as -your CHURCHES, and COLLEDGES, and COL- 
EDGE-MINISTERS,'” TYTHES 'and'” GLEAB-LANDS and EASTER- 
RECKONINGS, with much more; which ſptung up from the ſame Roor, 
and of the ſame Nature as other Branches which you took away. How 
did you Reform that which you call Baprizing oe rock you layed by the 
ſign ofthe Croſs which was made by a man' called Miniſter in the Childs 
Fore-head, and you layed' by thofe cated GOD - FATHERS and GOD- 
MOTHERS, and.yet you continued- ſprinkling water in the Childrens Faces, 
and call-it Beptiſme, and ſay,” Tow Baptize them into- the Name of the F:- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : What Scripture -have you for this practice ? 
Did not the Sign of the Croſs, and ſprinkling water in the Childs fage both 
ſpring from oxe Root ? and neither of them can be proved Warrantable 
from the Scriptures of Truth ; and you have layed by the one as unlaw- 
ful and continues the Other as lawful ; and this you call REFORMA- 
TION. 7 | 

Are you not in the Midnight of Apoſtacy, who upholds ſuch things in 
your Profeſlion of God, which the Saints never practiſed; nor any Scrip- 
tures declare of ſuch things being uſed by them ? Who taught you to Sing 
Davids words in Meeter? and to call upon your Congregations to ſing to the 
Praiſe and Glory of God, and to havea Clerk ro publiſh them, and give then 
orth ? Is this to ſing with the Spirit and Underſtanding, and to make melo- 
dy in your hearts to the Lord, who have rh : Pſalm before the Clerk give 
| K 
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it forth, and then for all people of all Cohditions to ſing the Words, though 
they know nothing of the ſtate of David? who Publiſhed the words fyom rhe 
ſenſibleneſs of his Condition. as then he was th when \he did declarg, them , i 
they were true i# him: but ſuch as cannot witneſs Dawia's / a#e,you make ther 
0: OTE iſie, me of bo ea 4 Soffanarl t: 
, whis taught you to take & portion of Scripture, 'and ealljt ;ATEXT. > 
and tell peopley,:1 5s the word of 'the Lord ,, and that they; may | find. it written 
in (uch a Rook Chapter and Verſe ; and then raiſe Dotfrones from ity ſes, Mor 
tives, Helps, Argumepts, and make Applications ? Is hogthis the Cyleage work? 
And have you not learned it there? And is not this the 2/4/oſophy and, 73/7 De- 
eezt, which Apr an are to beware'of Do youlknqw the Scriptures andy he, Pay 
er of God you that are ſo wile in your own Eyes ? Whers is'your Serapyure: tor 
thele things? Or did ever'the LORD 6f"LIFE 'and GLORY reagb jus /Mi- 
niſters ſo to Dvas you are Doing at this. day? Yon arg from the: Sajnus/J4is, and 
in. the old Root, and your: birth is begotren in Whoredam, and {armani m 
the; Inventions' and Imaginatiohs of .the / Old Man , and broyght..torth 
ut the/ftrength-of that Nature, 'and the' LordggControverlic is org. 4gaint 
You, becaule you'doin words profeſs him, - but in' yout Works &oy -huns 
Therefore repeht ſpectily,. and turn to the Light of [Chriſt 19, ypur., own 
Conſoiences, and -benot ſo. wiſe in your own Eyes 4..but become Fools. eq 
yout-own wiſdome, that you may be wiſe in the Wiſdome at Gogh, that your 
rap req be ed to know the Scriptures andthe Pow af Es ; 
Fdnithe Lord'is viſiting the Nations in this day 'of his} Morey." af bis owe 
reaches unto yols, arid with = meaſure of his Spirit he doth repraye;you, and 
ſecretly diſcovers unto you the.untents and- thoughts1ct your heancs ;3/Tiirn 
whe reproof cbrhes, and! hate 'it not, for the Lords: Epye is tengy d.to You 
in that. which doth. reprove you; Hearken'to it that -you may, be Gonvexred 
aid Healed, before the Dopt of. Mercy be ſhut, and-no- place af tepentance 
caibe ſound y for the Loydthath a Saed to:igarher from; amongſt you that 
cannot live _—_—_ cayneſt deſireafier life immany this 
day, and whilſt' it is called to day.let none be' heard, -but all wait 59. receive 
fromthe Lord in tenderneſs, that his Spirit may guide and lead you,which 
is tranifeſt-in you, and that the fruits theredk may be, broughs forth\ by. you, 
that LOVE atid PEACE, and GENTLENESS may 4bound amongit you; 
that WARRING,: FIGHTING. and DESTROYING, one another! pay 12H 
ceaſe 3.that the Sound of the. 'TRUMPET;: and the: Alarm of WAR may 
not be heard 'in; the*Land; :but; that you. #nay be gathered! and united. in 
the' Spirit of Life, where no Confulivn; nor DiſtraQtion is, bys,,perfect 
loye: and peice for ever ——= Tarnso the Lord, and walk in thermey of un- 
derſlanaing. = ie [3:2 1 | ny 


2 on 1910} 
} + : . och 


UMI 


= 


1668 A Spirivyah int | T 


[£11 * ack vie 


w W ts ONS unto: he called 
4 fo NDEP ExD EN Gn, with, all Jh8s gorker 


are rate that "WW AY" | egtiici rok 
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Eariye ounbite one's, whowpeli the Mahtalns are ſeattered; [YH 
are; toſſed up and'down,' #id driven to arid" fro' wi the' Cloud" ind 
dark 


y'ſomething of the/ Moraing did 6nee/appvar no: 


h, thouglt ryou 
knew-itnot; and in'the' Dawning fer lipht which in'you did: hep#'46 
thine, your mderftandings we nd behel@'the Forms and 


Prabtices, wid abominible Se rn which were tome up in the Darkajls k 
and a triei tenderneſs was raiſed if y6u' rowarts thie Lord, and a breathing 
there was in you to'enjoy his preſe nee, agid 'y0u" departed out of the 7dola- 
_ ways and worſhip, 'and op riot 50 an with them, nor own thery Cu- 
s and Traditions which wets'ſet tip, but ſeparated from ther, and gather: 
dia: more particular: and privateFellowſhip to'wait upon the "Loni , and 
in this tenderneſs abi Aly you ores the Roar to wait, and the Viſt _ 
ons of God did break de you, nf! didopen to that which breathed 


in you 249d this Was'a en Day wk i0.you, arkd | {you were fyeetly refreſhed 
init. | 


But behold how youkive ried, _ from lhe Lord are gone aſtray; ard 


betrayed the Innocent Life , you were not faithful unto God,* nor Fo not 


fink mnto his Counſet, that his Arm of Power” ighit have your the 
Head of the, Tranſgrefſor,/and\fmitten him do#n into the-Death, and þ 


him under. the: Ju tor! ever 4 you fled"troty Hine when you ſhould 
have joined\'untd Hims 3: and fonbvircume: through the Gate of Death, to oh 
tain Liſe in whe Reſurrection & Butlyou reachod forth with thit wind which 
ſhould have come: to Flufgrwent, ahd with that-mind comprehended thoſe 
things, which'in the Dayiof Tendevneſ: 


were opened to = in the” Liphr , 
then did you enrich your-felvts,and' grew Wiſe and 


in Skill and 
Knowledge 5 and you'\decked the; Birch with that w 


God opencd 
to you in the Day: when you b aft#y him in the —— of 


your minds, and were 4x the true hunger, nd in the ſenſibleneſs rha you 
wanted Breads ſo you betrayed the ſimplicity, and delivered it up into the 


hands of the ſabrilhy, under which i it lyes n Captivity, and ſorely oppreſſed 
nary —rry, } ptivity Y OPP 
And foyou erred from the LIRE which was neer to be revealed in ma- 
ny of yau, and loſt the WORD, and drew back again; and ran into the 
words, and have got the words, and with them ſtand filled in the carthiy 
mind that fied the Judgement, and there you are lifted up, and exaked 4- 


bove the Witneſs of God , and the falſe Birth hath beubtified it ſelf with the 


Saints words, and ſits 5 the Temple as God, for you ſought out an eaſier 


Way than that which God hath prepared, anddrew alide for ſelf. ſafety, and 
denyed theCr oſs winch the Light leads all unio that obey it, 


—_— 
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So you never entered in at the ſtraight Gate, to know the enmity {lain, 


96 


which would not have the Life to reign; but youBor up ip the Knowledge, , 

&d forth in a ſhewof Gogls:” 

linkls, -and inyoyr own wild rouge ;forth IE coneeived might | 
e: 


and grew wiſe in the Comprehenſion, and bran 


be the ne the, Saints iſe ; 50-4 Birth you, formed in the deccirtul 
heart that is comwdprt G1.e degenerated from God; and 1h/ab you be 
in ſome things ſeparated, ind/more pyrtigularly gathergdin appearance, yer 
; doyou lye mixed and confuſed with the reft of Babylons Inhabitants , you 
can go to their named Churches, and hear thetr Colledge-miniſters, which 
argmade by man contrary to the SrIPHUneS of Truth , {o you are in-the_Juke- 
warm ſtate , neither hot nor cold, and your Garment jis party-coloured, and 
jr isneither Night nor Day unOngit your; for you are run intothe many in- 
_ ventions, and drinking oft the Cup of Forxication, and are joyned tothe Har- 
lot, and commits whoredom' with her, and brings forth a Birth that is_after 
the Fleſh, which cannot pleaſe God, fo hath the old Enemy 'deceived you, 
and betrayed the innocent, Life which once breathed in you , and you are 
ſeated and centered in your Form, and there have your dependance for {a- 
tisfa&tion, and youflye to the Scriptures to prove your Birth to be lawful, and 
you have got Saints Words, and in ſomething appear as they did in Practiſe, 
and you can ſay, That ſo you find it wntten and fo did the Saints practiſe, 
and fo do you ; but you want the life which they were born into, thorough 
the working of Gods Mighty Power, and in which they declared the Scrip- 
tures ; and if you could perform all'that ever you read concernypg their 
practiſe, and be not come into their life, it will not be owned of God to be a 
true WP and Service, though they in what they did were accepted and 
re warded, | ; £721 
And none upon the Earth canunderſtand the Scripture, without a mea- 
ſure of rhar life from which it was miniſtred. And ſo have you erred for 
want of knowledge, becauſe that darkneſs hath blinded your minds ; and 


mop much you profeſs and boaſt of high things, yet your Deeds teſtifies a- 
a 


you, even as others do, from amongft whom you are gathered in your 
Worlip , you are vainand:light minded, fooliſh jeſting and idle talking a- 
bounds amongſt you , you are high minded, and lifted up with aperfe&t Tin- 
cure of Pride , many of your hearts are after Covetouſneſs, which doth not 
become a people proteſſing the Knowledge of God : Theſe things are not char- 
ged upon you fs wpbraid you, or to boaſt over you, but that you may come ito 
ſtayedneſs, and Gora and humbleneſs of mind, that when Gods witne(s 
{mites upon you, and reproves you for thoſe things that are evil, you may be 
ſenſible of its reproof; for the Light of Chriſt which is pure, it doth not con- 
ſent to, or allow of any ſuch things, bus reproves them without reſpect of per- 
ſons ; but you are ſo lifted up in your vain minds, that you are not ſenſible of 
it, neither have any regard unto it , __ delight in the thing, as if it were 
a Priviledge purchaſed tor you by Chriſt, whoſe Name you profeſs ; and you 
can plead for your Lightnels, and ſay it is your Liberty to rejoyce andbe mer- 
| ry ; and your Cove#ouſneſs you can call it Carefulzeſs and Providence, and your 
ride you can put it upon your g_ony and Abllity:$o hath the enemy vailed 
you, and drawn you from the Spirit of Life which doth certainly reproveyou 
11 your own Conſciences for theſe things , and thus the Enemy doth lead 
you our of Gods fear, and into vanity, and then ſeeks a fair excuſe to cover 
1t ; but you are found to walk after the i12ſh, and ſatisfies that part, with all 
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the affections and luſts of it , and the Witnels of Ccd is not reg-r&&d by 
you, though It be always near you, and in your ſecret Chambers with youy 
and often imiting you and reproving you yer you are ſo high over it, thar 
vou do not heed it , nor when it calls you hearken not tv it, but run in your 
own Way, and follow your own Wulls, and the imaginations of your own 
hearts, and {lights the Day of your Vilitation, and the tweet tenders of Gods 
Love unto you in the Light , tor he waits to be Gracious though you be 
Carelels , and his hands are ſtretched forth till, that he might gather you, 
and do you good, 

You are a people whom the Lord ſtrives with, though you have rejeaed 
and flighted, and grieved his Spirit , yer 'is his tender Mercy open towards 
ou, and the Arm of Salvation he reachesto you, that into bis own Houle 
e may: bring you, and there deal forth Daily Bread, and give you Water 
of Life freely : Itravel in Spirit for you, and the Love of the Father reaches 
to you, and I know from the Lord that there is an unſatisfied cry in many of 
you who want the Bread of Lite, and Water of Life to retreſh your Souls : 
And when you have received that which you call your 0r4izaxce, and have 
eaten and drunken of the Temporals, you want that Meat which endures to 
everlaſting life, and ſomething in you that hungers and thirſts after the «ng 
joyment of that. - . 

Oh! there is a Seed amongſt youthat mult not dye in E277, nor always 

an under Pharaohs Power, but muſt be redeemed by the out{tretched arm 
of the Almighty z his Love draws-near.you, the Morning ſprings f:{t upon 
you: AWAKE, and behold what God is tendering to you, haſten toit, and 
ay hold upon it $ look not abroad, but come within, and fee] it near you, 
that you may. know the Power to fave you, and the Arm that is ſtretched 
forth to redeem you;/ and the Manifeſtation of Gods Spirit within you, will be 
ſtrength-and (afetyfor you z and .as you turnamto it, obey and believe in it, it 
will not leave you, nor forlake you, but will be a preſent help unto you in the 
needful time z .and- 1n the Z qe waiting, the DAY will break, and the 
SUN- of RIGHTEOUSNESS will Ariſe, and the thick Clouds and Foggy 
Myſts: that darkens', your underſtandings, will vaniſh away like the Mors, 
ning-Dew, and the brightneisrof Is Rifing will deſtroy ANTICHRIST, 
which ſo long hath been: exalted in' you zand-all the loftineſs and haughti- 
neſs will fall before him, whoſe a ce is glorious. 

And thus doth he manifeſt himſelf and makes known his Eternal Power 
in the hearts of all that wait upon him in the Meaſure of his Light and car- 
ries on his Work proſperouſly in his own hand, cutting down, and (paring 
not whatſoever ſtands 1n the heart contrary to him, and would not have Fim to 
Reign ; and his Works declares that it is he ; for he works Faith in the 
heart, and reveals Truth in the inward parts, and ſo becomes the Author 
of Faith, and of eternal Salvation, and the Myſtery of this Faith is held in 
a pure Conſcience, where his Arm hath been working, and purging, and 
purifying. 

And as you give upto that meaſure of LIGHT in your own Conſcien- 
ces, and wait to be guided and led by it, and exerciſed in it, you will know 
CHRIST revealed within you, whom you are looking for without you, 
and puts his Day far off from you , And fo you live in want of him, and 
knyw not how to come to him, nor the place where to find him, bur 
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live in the Dreamings and the Night-Viſtons, and haye a talk of him; 
and what he hath dong for you , and lo ſpend your precious time in [lum- 
bering and dreaming, but do not behold the Light of his Countenance, 
nor tee} not the. Joy of his Salvation, nor drink not at the Wells there- 
Of : 

Now wait to- feel him in the Light which makes all things manifeſt 
within you and when he draws near unto you, reje& himnot , it you feel an 
evil thought diſcovered, that 1s his appearance that makes the diſcovery , 
do thou ſink down to that which makes manifeſt, and be ſtil} and quier in 
thy mind, and in the ſtayednels wait to receive him, and though 1t ſeem 
but a little thing in its firſt appearance, do not thou deſpiſe the Day of 
{mall things, nor caſt behind thee the Grain of muftard-Seed, becauſe it is 
a little one , but wait to know the glory of the day, and the branchings 
forth n the Grain of muſtard-ſ{ced, untill it be grows up, and fpread it {elf 
over all. | 

The Lords Love freely opens unto all you that in tenderneſs and fimpli- 
city thirſts for his living prelence z and our ſakes plainnels of ſpeech is 
uſed, and God's pure Truth opened, in the Life of his own Spirit, that you 
gay come and partake of the Riches of that GRACE and MERCY which 
trom rhe FATHER is revealed, and appears 1n you all , that youmay tru- 
ly know the bencfit that is in the Lord of Life and Power, and feel his E- 
ternal operation your Conſciences to purge, and your Hearts to purifie,that 
you may have fellowſhip with him 1in the everlafting Covenant of Peace, 
and know the Blood of the Covenant to take away your ſin, and to par- 
don your Iniquity ; and ſo the Redemption through his bl6od you will teel, 
and the forgivenels of your ſins to the Riches of his Grace : And 
this is unto you from the Lord'God Eternally moved, who breaths after Life, 
that you may Ariſe and follow the Leadings of God into his own Houle, 
and from his Hand receive your Daily-bread, and drink of the Water of 
Lite freely ; and this will tatisfie and you, and daily renew ſtrength 
unt2 you, to follow the Lord: God in the Light, in all obedience and 
t ichfulnels, without any wearineſs or faintneſs , fo will the Lord God re- 
ceive you, and be a Father unto you, and make you Sons and Daughters, 
and 2ive.you an Inheritance amongſt the Saints in Light, who are juſtified 
by Faith in Chriſt Feſus ; 

| -—— Be ſwift to hear, 4nd ſlow to ſpeak, 
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A. 


J 


eA few Words of tender (| ounſel unto the 
BAPTISTS with all thatwalk 
in that way. 


'J Ear you ſeparated oxes who have ſet your ſelves in the Higheſt Seat 
and whoſe Branch purs our over all the Branches of the Tree you are 

beh o_ you be climbed high, and your Work is ſeen of what fort ir 
come to Tryal, for your Work is not right before the Lord : 

Once did the Morning open unto you, and a meaſure ot Light out of Dark 
neſs ſhined, and a ſight you had of ſomething which was our of the truth, 
and beheld Bebyloz without yol.in Practice and Worſhip, and ſaw her Mer- 
chants that traded in her, and could not for Conlcience-ſake Trade with 
them any longer, nor buy their Merchandize any more ; bur you ſeparated 
from them in. Pratiſe and Worſhip : And that which made thele things mani- 
feſt to your Underſtandings, was Light, and it was near unto you, though 
you were but little acquainted with it ; you had Clearneſs in fight through 


p 


' Forms and Traditions then in practice amongſt men, and ſomething open- 


ed before you, that appeared more excellent, and you did not only depart 
out of that which was manifeſt to be out of the Truth, but there was allo a 


_ true waiting amongſt you, that you might come to enjoy living Bread, that 


ſomething in you hungred for, and in that day a tender people you were, 
whileſt the true fear was in your hearts placed, and in the fear you diligently 
waited, and were kept low and little in your own eyes and you had trcth Vi- 
ſitations of God's Love, and felt that which truly judged the Abcmination 
and Vanity which you beheld in the World, and you were convinced of the 
evil thereof, and could have no fellowſhip with them ; and you cannor (ay 
in truth, but 1a that Day the Lord was near you, to have wrought his Work 
in you, had you enclined to his Counſel , and as you were kept in lowlineis 
to wait, and met and aſſembled in Gods ear, he was not ſtraitned towards 
you, but did relieve you, and ſuccour you in your wants, and had compa!- 
lion upon you in all your needs: What Huxgerings and Thirſtings, Breathings 


- and Pantings were raiſed in the earneſt for Life and Salvation ! And what 


a tender love was raiſed in many of you after the beſt things ! And how did 
you delight to walk in that Way which then was made manifeſt to you ! Was / 
it not better with many of you 4 chat Day, than it i5 now ? Conſider tober- 
ly ia the fear of God, and judge dowa the raſh wrathful Spirit which hath a 
Seat in many of you. 

Are you not gone from that in which the Lord did firſt viſit you, and in 
which his tender Love was made manifeſt in you? Was it any thing without - 
you that firſt let you ſee your Way to be fcorrupted, and that brought you 
into a ſenſibleneſs of your want, and of your milerable and undone ſtate 
without the Salvation of Chriſt ? Was this made manifeſt unto you by Read- 
ing or Hearing, or by the Gift of God's Spirit manifeſt in your own hearts ? 
How hath the old Enemy deceived you, and drawn your minds into the _ 

es, 
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bles, to look aker and behold the things that are ſeen, and there tenders you 
Satisfaction, and ſo draws your minds trom the weightier matter, and that 
which is of abſolute neceflity for all ro know a part in ? And ſo you are cum- 
trcd about many things, and are got into the many Words, and there you 


are {vcking your nouriſhment, and labouring to recave ſtrength,” and thers- 


have taken up your reſt : What have you to live upon beſides the Letter ? 
And what do you know of GOD and CHRIST more than what they de- 
clared who enjoyed his Life? And if you ſay that ir is ſufficient for you to 
mind the Declaration, and to know GOD and CHRBT, as the Saints 
have declared of them ; then examine and try your ſelves whether you be in 
the Faith in which they were made partakers of the Divine Natute ; for the 
words which from the Life are Miniſtred, will not give unto any a Poſſeſſion 
of the Life, neither are they the WAY unto Life, but they area true DE- 
CLARATION of him whois the WAY, TRUTH, and LIFL ; and the 
Lipht being believed i», which from the Life is made manifeſt, it leads to 
the eujoyment of che Life from whence it comes, and then is the knowledge 
ef the Light of the Glory of God revealed and k nown in the face of Chriſt, and 
the Underſtanding is thew opened, and the Scriptures known - and ſet in 
their right place , ſo that you have neglected the needful thing, which is but 
ONE, and have choſen the wrong part, and cumber your ſelves with any 
things, having got the Saints words, and want zheir Life : You are dayly 
cumbred in your minds about their 4fe+»ings, and know not what they 
meant when the Truth is ſpoken by them in plainnefs : So being from the 
WORD, you are from the Saints Life z the WORD that was i the Begin- 
#ing,was their LIFE and they witneſfled 2hat LIFE zo be the Light of mex and in 
the meaſure of that Life recrived, _ gave forth the Scriptures, which 
none upon the earth can underſtand without UVzioz with a meaſure of the 
ord of Lije from which the words were Miniſtred forth : So that you are 
found to be amils, and wandering in a way that doth not lead to life , and all 
that you have formed ard brought forth 1s but the Work of your own hands, 
conceived and generated in the Earthly Corruptible part, which fled the 
Hour of his Judgement , and could not abide his coming in Judge- 
ment. 

So you never came to the Judgement-Seat, where the MIGHTY falls, 
and the LOFTY bows, where the EARTH t#rembles, andthe HILLS m/z, 
andall F/eſb is put to ſilence ; You did not wait in the Way, that ia the Vi- 
erory over the Corruptible you might have come to life in the Incorruptible , 
but you ftarted alide when Fudgemenr came to be laid to the line, and could 
not abide ſuch a Tryal , ſo you fled it, and retained the Corruptible, and ſa- 
ved your life in it'; and the Birth after the Fleſh is ſeated over God's Witneſs, 
and tliat is the Birth you ſet up, and ſtrive to make it fair and beautiful, and 
to enrich it with the choiceſt things, that it may appear beautiful.unto men ; 
and if you have but Scripture to ſpeak, Fo are perlwaded the thing is right, 
and [o you carry on your pra&tiſein words, and ſet up your Kingdomin words , 
but you want the Power ; and the Fleſh never came into ſubjection to learn ſi- 
lence, but ſpeaks, though it be not permirred. | 

And thus do you ran in the many things, and cumber your ſelves with 
rhem, and Tabours to ſet them where they ought not to be ; you would ſet 
the Words above the WORD, and give them the Name of the WORD, and 
call chem the ord of God, and in this you erre, and knows not the Scripture, 


nor 
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nor the Power of God , for CHRIST is the WORD of | God, and his 
Name is called fo, Rev. 19. And the words are not CHRIST, but a trie 
Teſtimony of him. Son 

So amongſt the words you find how the Saints in ſome things walked, 
and what they practiſed, and then you ſtrive to make that thing to your 
ſelves, and to obſerve it, and do it as near as you can : And here-you afec 
found tranſgreſſors of the juſt Law of God, who faith, Thou [halt not make 
to thy ſelf any Graven Image, nor the likeneſs of any thing : Now what dif- 
ference. 15 there in the Ground, betwixt You afid the Pope, though in the 
appearance there ſeem to be ſuch a great ſpace ? And though you tead of 
ſuch things which the Saints performed, and in v hich they were accepted, 
if you want their Life, and make the thing to your ſelves, you are found 
Tranſgreſſors of the Law, and come under Reproof for doing that in your 
Corruptible Wills, which they had peace in, as they performed it in the 


. Tacorruptible Life, and yet in the appearance no difference fouhd in what 


is done. 

So you read that after they received the Word, and believed, they went 
into &s FVVater and were Baptized , and you come to obſerve and do the 
ſame, becauſe you read that tome of them walked in ſuch z pradZiſe , and you 
fay you believe i Chriſt, and you receive his Word, anQ\you go into the 
water, and are waſhed, andcall it Baptiſm : And hete is no difference found 
in the likeneſs of the thing, but yours appears. the ſame as theirs did, in the 
outward practiſe, L X ; 

But come up to trya], the Light makes all things manifeſt as they are, 
and doth nog judge according tothe appearance, but ' judges righteous 
Judgement z they did receive the Word, and' they did believe , and ſome of 
them went into the Water, 'and' wete baptized unto Fohrs. Baptiſm , and 
after that were Baptized in the Name'of | the 'Lora Feſus, Aits 19, And then 
the Holy Ghoſt came on them, | andithey ſpake: and propheſied. Can you 
read this Scripture and not ſee your ſelves where you are ? 'Who would be 
always ſwimming in the Water, aud! would: not come to the Holy Ghoſt 
and Fire, that His Nam# 'you pod know; in" which Salvation is, arid his 
Fan you may feel, whichin his owntmzad is placed, which purgeth the Floor 
from all filthineſs, and- prepares che'Templeryexalt his own Name in : This 
is the Baptiſm which they witneſfed;pwybo in his Life believed, and in which 
they were Baptized into his Death, and there were buried with him, and 
ſo came to the Reſurre&tion, throughthe operation of his Eternal Power 
you are not! come to know this' Praftife, but are fatisfied' with your going 
into the Water, and coming out»agiin, when neither filthineſs of Fleth nor 
Spirit is cleanſed from you, but the pollution {till abides, and the Old Man 
lives. ' IO? bs eto 19073 

And ſo you are ſhort bfthe Saints Condition, whoſe prattiſe you pretend 
to follow ; and that Spirit by whiett'they were baptized into one Body, you 
are not found /fubje&tto ; and thiswas not water that baptized them into 
one Body /; neither was it water that baptized them into Chriſt, and by 
which they put him on 3: but it was the Eternfl Power of Life in which the 
were baptized, and in which Baptiſm it Self was buried, and all the Aﬀecti- 
ons and Lufts of the Fleſh were deſtroyed, and here was not Self ſtanding 
in them, neither did they make any likenels for-rhat 'part to glory in, bur 

Cd) judged 
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judged it down in the Power, and in the Power were truly Baptized into 
the death of the Corruptible Earthly part, and; could no longer live to 
themſelves , and then was the entrance Miniſtred into the Fathers Houle, 
where Daily-Bread they received, which did refreſh the Immortal Soul. 
Now becauſe they were made Witneſſes of ſuch a ſtate who believed 
and followed the Light, and denyed themſelves, and took up the Crols in 
obedience to the leadings of the Light z and becaule in the movings of the 
Power they declaredit, and it is written , doth this Miniſter fatisfa&tion un- 
to-you to read it, or to hear it, if you come not to partake of a Meaſure 
of the ſame life which miniſtred pure refreſhment unto them, and in the 
ſtrength of which tiiey were conſtrained to miniſter forth again ? I tell you 
nay ; for no fatisfaction or refreſhment-can any find, but in that life which 
the holy men of God were inſpired with, and declared the Scriptures from ; 
ſo all that you make to ba, a profits you not, how like ſoever you may 


make it in the appearance to that which the Saints practiſed in the 
Power. 
And is not this your preſent ſtate, reading what the Saints did, and you 
make to your {elves the ſame as near as you can, and in your wills perform 
it, and can make it to be near inthe likeneſs of that, which they in the 
appearance practiſed , So you read (ome: of them went into the water, and 
pu go into the water becaule you read it ; and you read that they brake 
read together, and you do ſo, becaule they did it ? Will you not be found 
« ſetting up the higheſt part of the Image, and drinking the Cup of Fornicati- 
on, and committing Whotedome, and bringing forth a Child of Whoredom 
and a Birth after the Fleſh ? For you lye in the Degeneration, and walk in 
whe Night of Apoſtacy, and are not come to the Regeneration, nor have 
no Knowledge of that Water ; $6 the Old man you Retain, and live his 
lite, and bear his Image z and you never came to the Power which Cru- 
cities the Old man, and puts him off, and: brings forth a new Birth, which 
afrer God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs , that ſo you have 
not put on CHRIST the - Heavenly Image, but are at enmity with him 
and the Old man is ſtanding, and you joyn to that which would not that 
Chriſt ſhould Reignz And thus you him in Words, but in Works 
deny him : And your wy 1 inyour wills, which the Saints performed 
;n the life, will not make you approved before God, nor juſtifie you in 
Therefore depart from your mations, and come to Gods witneſs in 
you, and wait the power of it to to breakdown your Images, and all 
the Carved VVorks which your own hands have made out of Gods Coun- 
cel, and which you have in your earthly wiſdome ſet up to. worſhip , and 
ſet not your Poſt by the Lords Poſt, nor mix your Work with his Work; 
but ceaſe from your own doihgs, and be ftil, that the Lord may bring 
torth his own work, according to his own pleaſure, that you may come 
through the gate of Death : For verily there is not another Way for you to 
obtain eternal life. | | 
And this is his Work whoſe Arm is Powerful to cut down and deſtroy 
the Earthly and Corruptible part, and to Raiſe up the pure Immortal Seed 
which breaths after Life ; ſo will you come to knaw the New:creature-ſtate, 
and the new Birth born, which is not of fleſh, nor of blood, nor of the ww 
| of 


UMI 


JMI 


— 
— 
$4 - O 
-- 
x 


' 1660 A Spiritual Glaſs Opened, 193 


of man, but of God and his appearance in you will reſtifie of him, that he 
is the Son of God , and this is the true Birth whoſeRight it is to Reign, and 
under whole feet all the Harlots Children muſt be trodden down . let your 
Eye be towards him that his Appearance you may behold, and of his ful- 
nefs receive, that you may feel union with his life, and be tranſlated into 
his Likenels. 

So all you that have any tenderneſs, and groan under your heavy Tasks, 
mindthe Lords Counſel, and obey his Teaching , Start nor aſide when re- 
proof comes, and hate not to be Reformed , for the day of your Viſitation is 
upon you, and God is tender over his Sec that abides yet amongſt you, and 
is ſcattered upon the Mountains with you, who breaths unto him, and can 
feed no longer 11 your Paſture : Oh the Bqwels of Gods love that opens in 
this day to every Nation, Kindred, Tongue and People, that he may redeem 
his Choſen that cry unto him, and give Eaſe to all the. Aided ones. who 
mourn for want of him ! For this is the. Day of his Everlaſting loving kind- 
neſs, held forth unto all people in the Light of his Son, that who. vvill 
_ unto him, and believe in him may nor periſh, but have everlaſting 

Therefore all ſtoop dovvn, and encline your car to hear , Do not con- 
tinue climbing, nor build {o high in your Inventions , for that is Babylon, 
and ond of all Confuſion , and from that luſt of pride in the ſelf- 
conceitedneſs ariſes WARS and CONTENTIONS, and there is no ſervice 
for God, nor any thing brought forth in vvhich he takerh pleaſure , fo 
all mind that vvhich makes for peace, and that vvhich leads into love and 
unity ; for that is the Light of Chriſt vvhich is given of the Father to be a 
Leader unto you, and it is trne, and vvill not deceive you ; it is the DOOR 
that gives entrance unto life, vyhich you have not found vvith all your 
climbing, but have been heightned far off from it. Therefore ſtand not ex- 
alted, but come dovvn, and there feel the true Baptizer, vvhich vvill not 
ſuffer an evil thought to ariſe in you, but baptize it dovyn into the death, if 
you encline to his Counſel ; and the Fan you vvill feel in his hand, and his 
Povver to purge the floor, and to gather the Wheat into the Garner, and 
burn the Chaff vvith unquenchable fires and as you keep in the Patience, 
and vvait in the Judgement, he vvill bring Judgement forth unto. Victory, 
and bring you into the Courts of his own Hayſe, and there miniſter to 
your want, and ſupply your need , for the bread is in his own hand, and un- 
to the hungry he deals it, and at his pleaſure he gives it ; and if you wait 
in patience to recelve it, he will not let you want for his compaſſion is 
tender, and freely doth he give good things to thoſe that walk uprightly. 
So let not the feeble faint, nor the weak be diſcouraged, but turn ro the 
Light, and it will lead you to the Croſs, and bring you to the Judge- 
ment-Seat, and through the Gate of Death ; and will open the Door into 
the Fathers Houſe, where there is bread enough, (and it is ſure) and water 
that never fails , ſo will the Lord feed you with the fatneſs of his Houſe, and 
give you to drink of the River of his pleaſure z and this is Meat and Drink 
indeed, which if you wait to receive, you will not be in ſuch want, and 
ſuffer hunger, as many of you now do, who are from the-leadings of 
God, and upon the Mountains ſcattered, and there famiſhed for want of 
Bread. 


And 


194 The WomingWatch t 02,- 4660 

And this in tender love is unto you, who have beerv in the Water, and 
have been dipped, and yet feel that you are not Cleanſed, but your Con- 
{ciences are” {till defiled, and the weight- of corruption doth appreſs you, 
and makes you go heavily, and that keeps you from the enjoyment of life : ' 
You that are feeding upon the -viſibles which you- call an Ordinance: and 
yet cry for hunger, and are feeble for want of nouriſhment and your ſtrength 
ready to fail: Oh ! Ariſe, Ariſe, Turn to the Light of Chriſt within: you, 
which is freely givenof God- unto you, neglect it no longer, for it 'is the 
power of God-unto ſalvation to all that believe, and in him alone is-treaſu- 
red up all good things, for he is the fulneſs, and he miniſters in freeneſs 
unto all that wait upon him 4 and he 'hath- enough for you all, who will 
come that you may have life, and will :plentitully give unto byou, 'and cauſe 
vou to feel his goodhels in the land of the living Be not vainly puffed 
up, but in lowneſs wait to recerve, - © | 


: 
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eA few Words of tender ( ounſel unto all 
the Inhabitants of BABY- ; 
LO N. 


Ear, Oh ye e! BABYLON muſt be deſtroyed, and all the Pride 
of ger glory mult be ſpoyled, the Lord God hath to determined, and 
no part of her Country muſt be ſpared , for the Scourge isto paſs through 
her Land; and to find out high and low, rich and poor, who+inhabirs within 
her Borders, and to ſmite them and ſpoil them; that a dreadful cry wilt be 
heard amongſt them, all flying for their lives, and none able to eſcapethe 
ſeverity of God's Judgement. 

Therefore all ariſe, come out, make hafte, who deſires to live; for deftru- 
Aion comes as a Whirl-wind, and there will not be a hiding place found in 
BABYLON, for is the Lord that judgeth her, and in one day will 
TM fall upon her, and the Lord will make a full end concerning 


cr. 
+ Oh! my heart is heavy, and my Spirit ſads when I behold the Viol fl 
led, and how near it is to be opened and poured forth ; the Day haſtens 
upon thee, Oh BABYLON ! yea, fadden Deſtruction is coming {wiftly, 
and in Hames of Fire it will be rendered, and will take hold upon thee, 
and kindle within thee, as Fire kindles in the midſt of Tow ; and who ſhall 
then ſtand up for thee, or bring' deliverance to'thee ? Not a man within 
thee will be able to liftup his head to-do any thing for thee \, for all heirts 
will fail, and all faces gather palenefs, who are found within thy borders, 
and thou muſt drink the Cup of-God's Indignation, becauſe 'thou haſt re- 
belled againſt him ; for thou haft beena HARLOT' from thyyouth, and halt 
decked thy ſelf with coſtly Ornaments, that thou mightſt entice Loversto 
thee ; and- many have beet deceivet/dy thee; and have been'overcome” to 
commit whoredom with thee, and" many Children 'are brought =_- by thee, 
which areſons of thy Whoredom ;. and theſe thy*Children wout' rule in 4he 
Earth, and would have' all bow.unto -them, and firive amongſt themſelves 
who ſhould be greateſt, Is not this the fruit of thy- womb 'O BABYLON, 
that runs into all confuſion and diftraction, and*hive no agreement amongſt 
themſelves, but would devour and deftroy one another? And: doſt thou not 
deck thy Children with coftly attire. and beautifie them with fair Ornament, 
that they may be beloved becauſe of their 'Comeline(fs, in which they appear 
to men ? 15 not this thy witchcraft and Sorcery which thou hat fpread* aver 
the Earth in this night of 4poſftacy? Halſt nor thou ſitten decked'as a QvFEN 
and thy Children like PRINCES 'Soxs? And haſt not thou,”and thy Chil- 
dren been the wonder of the World ? And have not all been ſubject to thee, 
and bowed before thee, and thy $9»'s whoredom ? And haft not thou handed 
fyrth a CUP 'of FORNICATION ? And have not the Nations received 
ir at thy hand, and drunk ſo deep of it, until they have been made drank ? 
What 15 this- that thou haſt done, thou MOTHER- of HARLOTS ? Haft 


ſe] thou 
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thou deceived all Nations, and made them drunk, and then enticed them 
to commit Whoredome with thee ? Muſt not thou be done unto as thou 
haſt done unto others ? And muſt not thou be rewarded double for -all tliy 
ſins? Itell thee yea, for he is juſt that will render unto thee a regompence , 
and though rhy Kingdom ſeem tobe ſtrobg,. and thy City" to be walled, and 
thou enriched therein with the»beſt things of the'Earth , all this will not ſave 
thee from the harid of him that purſues thee ſwiftly in Fudgement : And 
though thou haſt gathered Natzons «a#othee, and haſt many Merchants 
that trade in thee, and they all with their ſtrength joyn together to 1ave 
thee, yet thou mult fall, and all that ſtrive to uphold thee, for thy Ruine is 
wear to comey and the wrath is kindled againſt thee, and ready to —_— 
upon thee, and to deſtroy thee Reot and Branch, that thy place will + 

more found , andit is the Lords long-ſuffering and patience that hath ſpared 
thee from utter Ruine untill this day, and hath not as yet cut thee off in the 
fierceneſs of his wrath, with all thoſe that are Inhabitants in thee -; Iris not 
for thy ſake that the ftroak hath been kept off, but for his own Name fake, 
who delights to ſave in his Mercy, that ſome of thy Inhabitants naight be- 
hold his patience and his goodneſs, and thereby come to repentance, as 
ſome of hom have done who were once 1n the midſt of thee, but his own arm 
reached unto them, and hath gathered them out of thee, and hath browght 
his Sons from far, and Daughters from the Ends of the Earth ,, yea, from all 
quarters of thy Dominion, hath the Righteous God brought up a Remnant, 
who in thy Kingdome were once ſcattered and diſperſed, and were amongſt 
thy w1riows Obſervations, and thy Forms and Traaitions, where they, could 
not find a Reſting-place, and there is yet, a Remnant that God will ot de- 
ſtroy with thee, who ſit by thy Rivers, #nd weep and it is for his Choſer 
ſake that thou art ſpared unto this day , but God is making haſte, the 
work to finiſh, and is opening the Eyes of many, who yet remain within 
thee, thy filthineſs to ſee, and thy abominations and wickedneſs to loath and 
«bhor , and many will the Lord gather out of thee, who now ſit in ſorrow 
within rhee, and wait to be delivered by the Arm of his Power , ſuch doth 
_ unto in his Mercy, and is drawing them out with the Cords of 

Ve. . 

So all people hear and conſider, from'the higheſt to the loweſt, and let not 
this ſeem ſmall in your eyes, though your wildome may account it fo, and 
feighe it, and reject it as a tale that is told, and ſtill make your necks ftifte, 
andyour hearts hard againſt the Lord,-yet ſhall you all one day know that 
the Lord hath ſpokea it. 

And all you tender ones that breaths after God, under what Form ſoever 
you do yet abide, or in what part of BABYLON foever your habitation is , 
Ariſe, come forth, do not delay, neither look behind you, but make haſte to 
the City of Refuge, that you may live, for the Lord with-holds in pity to- 
wards you, and long hath he ftriven with many of you, but you have been 
ſlack in your obedience, and have not regarded the Lords Viſitation, and yet 
doth he wait upon you, that he may ſave you, and ſhew mercy to you ; ard 
though you trifle and put off from day to day, yet is he ſtriving with you, 
that you may __—_ in Babylons Raine : Oh ! do not delay any longer, leſt 
he leave you, and depart from you, and you continue touching the unclean 
thing, and will not be ſeparated from it , then he will certainly (mite you, 
and none will be found to heal you : Therefore give up to the Lord freely ; 
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obey, believe, and follow the Light, that out of Babylon you may clearly 
come, and leave not a Hoof behind you, and ſtick not in any part or place of 
her, though it ſeem never ſo glorious , for no part of her will the Lord ſpare in 
the day when he [mutes. "_ | "RY | _ 
all you. whoſe delight isin BABYLON} ant] whoſelove is to her, and 
who are trading, and making your ſelves rich.in, her, the yajoe of the Lord 
reacheth unto you, that you tmght 'come out and be ſaved, r he would have 
none of you deſtroyed, therefore they who' cotrie under deſtruction deſtroy 
themſelves, becauſe they refule to hear and obey the Lords Counſel, So let 
the Inhabitants of BABYLON couſider, and all her Merchants ponder the 
thing, forthe time of deflation comes , yea, it is near at hand, he is m_ 
up his Jewels, and gathering the Wheat into his Garner, and when he hat 
finiſhed, 'and his own pleaſure is performed towards his Choſen ones, then 
will the ſtorm fall upon thee O BABYZON ; yea, fiery Indignation will pro- / 
ceed out of the mouth of the Almighty, and from the fierceneſs of his wrath 
thou canſt not eſcape z but ſorrow will come upon thee as pahgs upon a wo- 
man in travel, then wOE, WOE, WOE, unto - = O BABRLON, thy Brats 
and Merchants, and all thy Inhabitants who in thee have lived in pleaſure, 
and have made themſelves rich with Trading in thee , this will be thy por- 
tion (with all that belqngs unto thee, and refuſe ro come out from thee) weep- 
ing, and Howling, and VVayling, and Lamentation for ever , and this Cu 
muſt thou, thy Sons and Merchants receive from the Lords hand, who 1s 
juſt in his Judgements, and Righteous 1n all his ways, 
FEAR and REPENT, before it be hid from your Eyes, 


4 few 
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A few Words Y tender Counſel unto all 
Born of the Spirit, who walk in 
the way of Life. 


Ear YE TENDER BABES, Conſider what God hath done for you ; 

who had pitty upon you, and bowels of _—_ tgwards you when 

you were in a ſtrange Land, and when you were fate down by the Rivers 
of BABYLON and wept ; it was his tender love unto you, and his own arm 
that he then revealed to bring falvation to you, by which he hath redeem- 
edyou asit is at this we : How hath his work proſpered ſince the day he 
called youto ariſe, and finee he turned your faces $iox-ward, and became 
our Leader? He hath raiſed: yori up' to- praiſe him, he hath brought you 

orth to glorifie his Name for ever : Oh ISRAEL,-thy GOD Reigneth ! 

Oh SEED of JACOB, thy King is beautiful and glorious ! his Government is 
Everlaſting, and his Dominion endures throughout all Ages , he is Riſen 
to make all ſubje@ to hun, and to all bow before the Scepter of his 
glory z he istreading upon the[high/plages of the Earth, and bringing the 
necks of all his Enemies under him : This is thy ſtrength, Oh ISRAEL ! and 
this 15 thy ſalvation, thou Seed of JAGOB ! God hath Ranſomed thee in 
his love, and upon thy head is Songs of Joy : No Form nor Likeneſs can 
be made of thee, neither can the prudent of the world comprehend thy 
glory? Thou art over all Exalted, Thou art over all lift up and praiſed, thy 
Saints bleſs thee for ever, and all thy Redeemed ones gow glory to thy 
holy Name , all born of thee wait-upon thee : O GOD of Jacob, our deſires 
are to thee, and to the Remembrance of thy Holineſs ; Thou haſt begotten 
us to thy lelf, and we are born to praiſe thee , in thy Power our ſafety 1s, and 
we havegone to help beſides thee ; Thou haſt brought the fleſhly Birth under 
thee, and thou haſt raiſed thy own to Reign in Dominion : Oh the glory 
that in us thou haſt revealed ! and the Eternal life vvhich thou haſt —_ US 
partakers of ! What ſhall we ſay unto thee ? and what ſhall we offer before 

thee thou Redeemer of our fouls? we are before thee, O Lord, and in thy 
love we are overcome, and with a broken and a contrite heart we offer up li- 
ving praiſes which thou doſtnot deſpiſe : Oh ! bleſſed be thy Name that ac- 
ceprs us in thy Beloved, through whom we have this boldneſs and acceſs un- 
to thee, 1n full aſſurance through faith in his Name that thou wilt not for- 
{akeus, but wilt preſerve and keep us faithful with thee unto the end, and 
thatthou wilt exalt thy Name in SION, and make it the praiſe of the whole 
Earth this = Oh! ye Mourners in SION, why are ye caſt dovyn ? And vvhy 

do you go ſo heavily? Ariſe, ſuck the Breaſts of your Mother ye tender Babes 
and be ſtrengthened ; She is a Yirgiz, and never vvas defiled, nor never 

joyned unto ſtrange fleſh, lye dovvn iz her boſome, and be comforted, the 
vvill nouriſh you by hey Side, and carry you in her Arms, and dandle you 

upon her knees, and make you ſtronger than all your Enemies; ſo let not your 
hands be feeble, nor your hearts fazxt, ye dear Babes born: of the Immortal 
Seed, 

% 
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Seed for the Lord is with you, and his bleſſing is pox you for ever , and all 
your Enemies muſt fall before you, and BABYLON muſt be given for the 
{oles of your feet to tread upon, the Lord of Hoſts will perform this : There- 
fore be yeall- ſtayed in faithfulneſs, and let not any fears enter you, whatever 
BABYLON may Decree concerning you, but lift up your heads and rejojce, for 
this is the day of 1ſraels Redemption , and look not at any Storm or Blackneſs, 
but wait for the ſhining forth * the SON off RIGHTEOUSNESS, before the 
Glory of whoſe brightneſs all Clouds will vaxiſh away, apd be no more ; for the 
Abomiznation rſt be ſet up, and for a time it muſt ſtand, yea and #n the ho- 
ly place where it ought not , theſe things muſt come to pals, but be not ye trou- 
bled at them, but look over them, and ſee to the end and Rejoyce , for 
this will be the fall of BABYLON He:d and Tail, in which ſhe rnuſt be 
_y_- into deep miſery and ſorrow, never more to riſe, and this will be 
the day of SIONS Everlaſting glory : Oh my Dear friends: Our God whom 
we ſerve, he is able to deliver, he is the ſame as ever he was to his own Seed, 
and the ſame Deliverance is wrought by his out-ſtretched arm, he appears 
for his Choſen this day, and of his manifold Mercies we have largely taſted : 
And'when BABYLON hath made her Cup Ready, and begins to hand+it forth 
unto the Lambs, and to compel themto receive it, and drink it, then will the 
Lord Appear and Trike with aſtoniſhment the hearts of the furious,arid make 
them confeſs to his Everlaſting power, and to his People for whoſe ſake he 
will Ariſe 79 ſave: Therefore unto him look from whence help comes, and 
feel ——_ to compals you all about,, and his frength to gird you up, that 
none of you may be ſurprized with fear or doubting, but in the wmortal 
ſtand over all, and;be Bod and of a good” Courage, that BABYLON may 
know we cannot fall* down ah1d worſtip their IMAGE whatever they can 
do unto us ; and GODYeyen the G94. of our fathers he will remember his ho- 

ly Covenant, and 77441 his Choſen, and though be my try us, yet will he 
* never forſake us, uewill ſtand 'by »s to deliver us, that all may know we are 
2 people ſaved by the Lords” 

Oh ! feel the purpoſe of your hearts drawn 'in the Light to cleave unto the 
Lord, and do not depart, from his Counſel, fo will he make you able to ſfand 
unto the end, and will romnraly rowanl you ituthe Riches of his Love and 
Life, which is without End "And rhe God of Facob keep you all , and th- ho!y 
One of 1ſyael be Strength and” Wiſdome'to you all, that he may havethe glo- 
ry over all ; who alone'is Worthy, Trfinite, Endleſs, Powerful Father of life, 
Bleſſed forevermore{”/'! © {46 2 OE DOTS 

Be not fearfu', but n Be JiPURg. a 
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A few Words concerning true Diſcerning 
and Judgement. 


Ow is Salvation come from the moſt High, and the God of Jſrae! is 

over all, he is confounding the Wiſe men in their Wiſdome, and de- 
ſtroying the ſtrong men in their ſtrength , he is breaking the Idols of flyer, 
and the Idols of Gold, and every carved work he is throwing down , and 
his eye beholds the way of every man, and he ſees their work of what lort 
it is ; he is the ſearcher of the heart, and as he pafſeth by beholds the Iatents 
thereof, hidden things he brings to light, and by the gift of his own Spirit 
he ſhewsto every man his thoughts, this is tus perfect gift to every man, a 
maniſeſtation thereof all men have, that they May might profit , and 
though a meaſure of this Spit have a being in all, and makes it Flr manifeſt 
in all, and is the true Light that doth enlighten all chat comes into the world, 
yet all donot receive it, norcome to be guided by it, fo walk 1a the fleſh, 
and cannot pleaſe God, neither can perceive te thing of God, and what is 
performed by ſuch as a Service or Worſhip; to. Gad, he doth not require it at 
their hands , and though they make many prayers. he will not hear, for they 
have no union with his Spirit z, and this. tryes all people, and their works in 
2 true Diſcerning, and gives true judgement upon, all according to. their 
doings ; and who have not this Spirit of Chnit, they, are none of his , bur 
all that receive it, and have union: with it, they walk not in; the fleſhy but in 
the Spirit, in which they ſee the. Shapes and Forms of every Image and Like- 


neſs, and the ground from whencethey do ariſe, andngfalle birth can have a = 


hiding place, but fromthe leaft to the greateſt, they are diſcovered, and the 
hireſt _overing that any haye cloathed themſelves withal is ſeen through, 
and alt the formed ikmneſls, which ippearh this day; am the Sons of 
men in whatthey do profels. of God, they /arejall;lecn_ to be of the fleſh, 
and theix Root and Principle is of that pars and naruxe, that is earthly, from 
which no-good thing can ariſe z and it brings. forth. a Birth inirs own like- 
neſs, *and of its own nature, which by the Sprrit is truly .diſcerned, and eve- 
ry work of the fleſh is manifeſt to the Spirit, torthe.Spirit ſearcheth all things 
and truly judges all things, for the Sparit 1s truth : And though this may ſeem 
in many of your eyes to be raſh judgement, and you may call it ſo , yec it will 
ſtand a witneſs againſt all that are ſatisfying the fleſh : For there-is not any 
thing ſo hardly received as that Teſtimony that ſtrikes at the life of another, 
and That which deals plainly and ſimply with all, and deſires the good of all, 
that nieass with the leaſt entertainmentJa the hearts of people,but that which 
Aatters, -and cryes peace when the bonds of iniquity ſtands, that is a plea- 
ſing thing unto the minds of all who walk in the” fleſh ; and that which 
comes to rip them up, and diſcover their nakednefs to their ſhame, that they 
kick + and will not own nor recave it for truth ; for there is not any 
people would come to ſhame for what they do ; and that which opens ſecrets, 
and brings any thing to light, by which ſhame may come upon them, they 
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turn againſt that and reje& it, th6igh the thing be really true which 15% it- 
nefled againſt ; and ſo'there'is no work of the'fleihthat would come wnrder 
the Spirits judgement, though it be truly diſcerhed and judged ac it is," and 
the diſcerning and judgement ſtand in the truth ;. bur thoſe concerned in it 
will notown it, but cry out, Who made you a Judge ? and why are yoyfo 
raſh to judge, as if all were to be condemned but your ſelves ? how $3 yu 
know. the hearts of people z and, why may not athers be 4$Yipht as you for 
what y ou know ? So every Form and Likeneſs would fave its own life by put- 
ting off the Judgement; as if none could Diſcern it ;' and no falfe birth that 
would have its nakednefs to appear, leſt it ſhould come to ſhame theteby! : 
And thus people harden themſelves againſt the Spirit's Teſtimony, which tn 
it ſelf is the: ſearcher and trier of hearts and reins, and norte” can hide their 
counſel from it. (Mark) Isnot this the Judge that ſtands at*the door arid 
knocks? Doth not he diſcern when evil riſes in your hearts ? And doth he 
not there reprove you ? What is it that you can hide that he finds not out ? 
'W hat can you do 1n your ſecret chambers that'he doth not know ? And what 


thought can you think amongſt all your thoughts thar he 'doth not diſcern? 


And doth he not judge you in your- own contciences if you have thought 

any evil or uttered vain words, of done any thing reg 8 Will you de- 

ny this to be a true Diſcermer and & Righteous Fudge ? Be ſober, and there is 

2 witneſs which you may feel in your own felyes-to anſwer to the Truth 

declared, and' all that have received rhe Spirit, and are born of the Spirit, 

they have an-underſtanding given them,-by which they are able ta dilcern 
not 


the fleſh, and all the of iti” and give'trne Fudgement upon it 
without reſpect of % judging according 0, the fleſh, but 
according ' to the Spirit 3+ and” ſees" to the Root and Principle from 
which all things ſprings up and" grows ,* and they do not judge ac-" 
cording + to outward appearance, but judge Righteous Judge- 


' ment, for ſuch as Diſcern no further than what outwardly appears, and then 


judge according to that-; 'others from; the ſame ground may draw as true a 
Judgement againſt them'; and here people are not to judge, leſt they be 
Judged, which isa place much alleadged againft trac Ju Sement, but who 
lo Judges one of another, its not in the Spirit of Truth” which doth* dif- 
cern through all Appearances , bur: it 15 in the fleſh, which cannot perceive 
beyond whar doth appear:: And ſo-all the falſe” Births _bl hay. r wane one 1- 
gainſt another, and cannot bear the Judgement of one another , then they are 
provoked and angry one with another, and run into Confuſion and Diſtratti- 
o1, Warring and Fighting, and Deſtroying one another about their formed 
Religion _; none being, come to the Spirit that _gives..2 diſcerning through 
what appears, and gives true Judgement in the prone 3 but all born of the 
Spirit hath true union with it, and the fleſh and the deeds of it is ſubdued un- 
der it z and they are no more in the fleſh, but in the Spirit ; and have received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and walk in hing, andare ſpiritual, and the ſpiritual man 
TJudgeth all things, and he himſelf ded 'of no man : And whether you 
can receive it or no, you areall truly tried and judged not in the fleſh, but in 
the Spirit ; and your ROOT and FOUNDATION is ſeen and Diſcerned, and 
is not found to bethat which was in the beginning, but that which the Sub- 
tilty generated ſince the beginning, and ſo doth he rule over you, and blind 
your minds that you cannot ſee nor diſcern further then what appears, and 


the 


% 


Fy 


Ones is over all, Exalted, Magn 


py 
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the m ſtery of the Kingdom is hid [790 JOPe piſs: 00d you run into the 


Words with your carnal minds and earthly Wiſdvme, ;and: from what is 
written draw ſomething to your ſelves, and form up a Likeneſs in your con- 
ceivings, and bring that forth in the ſtrength of your own wills, and this 
is your Foundation, and the firſt Principle of your Religion, and fo the 
RLOT hath brought forth many Children, which ict her Womb hath 
all been conceived, and yet are not 'formed one like another, but -all differ 
in their Shape and Likeneſs, and then ſtrive one with another, and yer are 
all: Children of one Houſe, and all of one Kingdom , but no Love, nor Unt- 
ty found amongſt them , but Envy, Hatred and Malice, and all one againſt 
another, and divided into Heads and Parties, which is an evident Teſtimony 


ofthe Ruine..and Fall of your Houſe and Kingdom, For a Houſe divided ag inſt 


it If conmfefyns | 
erefore come out of it, leſt it fall upon you, and utterly deſtroy you, 

and all come to that where peace and ſafety is , for God hath prepared a 
ſure Refuge and Reſting place for all that will come , and he hath gathered 
many into Unity, and perte& Peace therein, and they reſt in his love, and 
are preſerved in his power, and he alone is their Strength and fure' De- 
fence , ſo hath the Lord made his Power known in this his day; and hath 

athered a Remnant to that which was in the Degunningy, which was the Saints 

ife, and from which the Scriptures were declared, and of which they all 
teſtified, that is now made manifeſt which the falle Apoſtles ravened from, 
and many Sons and Daughters are cometo glory in it, and this is the Spirit 


of Truth which leads into all Truth, that cuts down Tran; n,and Reigns 


over the head of the Tranſgreſſor, and doth diſcover clearly all the deeds vf 
Darkneſs, which is come up ſince the days of the Apoſtles and arepractiſed 


by ſuch as are in the Apoſtaſte ; and this comprehends all, but cannot be com- 
prehended of any it is Pure, Everlaſting, Unchangeable, and no Varia- 


bleneſs there is in it, allthatin it do believe, have found the Author of E- 

ternal Salvation, and are come to the ,Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of God,and 

to the enjoyment of Eternal Life which is in CHRIST JESUS the Lord, 

whoſe Glory and Majeſty is ſpreading over the Earth, and who is gathering a 

holy people to himſelf, that in them hir Praiſe may be ſhewed forth -;, who 

alone 1s. Worthy, God-of Gods, and Kipgot Saintr ; who by all his Redeemed 
ified, and Praiſed for Ever and Ever. 
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| AN 
Holy Kiſs of Peace, 
Sent from the 


SEED OF LIFE; 


GREETING , 
All the Lambs & Little Ones with a Tender Salutation. 


With a few Words , Entituled, 


Relief ſent forth into the Camp of Iſrael. 


| Hye Little Ones! who in the eternal Power of the everliving God, 
O are raiſed and redeemed out of the Earth, and from the glory of 
its fading beauty, and in whom, and through whom the everlaftin 

love of the Father is made manifeſt;and in your hearts ſhed abroad, 

by which you are drawn into the one-life and power of the Pure God, in whoſe 
Eyes you have found favour, and through the leadings of his Power, hath 
made you partakers of the riches of his Grace wherein ye now ſtand, and 
hathalſo brought you into the Coyenant of his Life and Peace, and therein is 
preſent with you, anddaily making manifeſt his everlaſting goodneſs to you, 
that your Souls in him might be repleniſhed daily, and thereby grow Up48o 
him who fillech All in All ; his love is ſtrong unto you, and his Compaſſion 
doth not fail you, for he hath choſen you becauſe he delighteth in you. Oh: 
what manner of love is it that he beſtows upon you, and wherewith he loves 
you, ard daily renews ento you, even before the ſons of men 3 whereby 
when you read you may underſtand, And all his benefies retain; and do nor 
let them ſlipoutof your minds, but, conſider your Calling, and walk worthy 
of it, and know faredly that Gods determinate Council is to do you good 5: 
for he will ſave you from your Enemies, and deliver you from the hanids-of 
thoſe that hate you 3 for marvellous loving kindneſs he hath prepared for you, 

and Manifold Mercies will hegive unto you. | 

Oh his Love ! his Love, his dear and tender Love, it ransand abounds to+ 
wards you, and with mighty oyer-flowing ſtreams ir reaches to you z meetir 
in the (alutation, and rejoyce in the lovely Greeting, for it will ſeal upon: 
your lips everlaſting Peace, I 7 | 0452%,:7. 1.99.2] Bf 
Oh my Brethren! Whar is like the Cords of Love © ard what Veſſel can 
contain- it when it ariſes jn its ſtrengrh 2 Many Waters cannot quench it,) 
A nez- 


90 An Holy Kiſs of Peace 1866 


neither canthe Floods drown it, nor Priſons keep it, but through the World 
it runs to viſit the little Babes that cannot live without it. Oh this is the Day 
of Loves abounding and overflowing, prize it highly, eſteem ir chiefly, for 


the ſtrength of ic brea 


e bonds of Death. 3.angthis is not ſhut. yp from 
you, bug.w {wi of ns towards You , >Wat ws gaight Gi you, 
and vg ON | S2@her thacyols mi#h# wel it, ar night 
aweln you. \. 

Oh! my Brethren, be not at all caſt down; the ſtrength of Love will blow 
over the Storm, and will gather you under the ſhadow of irs own Wing until all 
be paſſed over 3 For certainly the Lord is with you, and the ſhour of a King is 
ſound oheftyos, anddreadful "wil h  Appearanite Be ants thi whole 
Hoſt ofthe uncizgcurpciſed 5 ſealed ishis Couficil, and His Decree wi "= 
hats Seed muſt Rand, 'forhe hath bleſſed it; and it is bleſſed for ever. And 
this is his Love unto you, who in the bleſſed Seed hath gathered you, that he 
might not leave you nor forſake you, but in higeternal Power preſerve and (ave 
you, and unto the end keep you and reward you, 

Ne! draw nigh, draw nigh ye Jittle Ones,'xhs Cords of Love are about you 
caſt,” Tome willingly of and halt not in the way, that Kis vertue and goodneſs 
you may taſte, for Mercy ſtands ready Truth to meet, and Righteouſneſs is 
prepared Peace to embrace : Oh! feelthem in'their Meeting, and rejoyce in 
their lovely Greeting and Salutation, Oh! the Lord is gathering his lictle 
One+, and from all the Quarters. of the Earth. he is buinging up his Sons and 
Daughters, and in the bundle of Life he will bind you all, and in the Covenanc 
of Peace he will joyn you perfeRly together, and make you ſtand as one man 
idthe power of the holy Birth which in'you'is born, that with one hearr and 
mind. you mai gforifie his Name 4 and this is the end'of your Calling Bre- 
thfetiy to give up your (elves freely ufito him, who tells you, That according 
this good pleafute he may work his work in yon, and glorifie his own Name 
in'theveauty of Holineſs ; you-are the Veſſels prepared for his uſe, and with 
<EHMeavenly Treaſure of his Love he is filling you full, 

AGh4 Fhe Temple of the” Lord, The Temple 6f the Lord is Holy, which 
bros wv pond, he hath made'you and formed you, and in the New Cre- 
atioi{ hath ſtamped his Heavenly Image upon yon ; and this is the Work the 
Worl#doth notknow, neicher- can their cortupred Eye behold che beauty of 
ie-frqwhich Cauſe they hate you; and* do deſpight unco you, and ſpeak all 
wianer of evilapainft you, - which is a ſure Seal-thar you-ate'nor of the World , 
forify/ou were lo, they would love'you , but becauſe you are not ſo, therefore 
deehey hate you ; &think it hor ſtrange becaufe the World hates you, for they 
hared' him before 'chiey hated you s and if they hated him they willalſo hate 
you $/48d' if they perſecuted him, they will perfecure you, for you are not 

gone than your Lord, who endured the Mocking, and Spitting, and Buffer- - 

ag; und the Conttadiction of Sinners againſt himſelf, and through Suffer- 

1883 4vas made perfec, and Reighs for ever. 

Oh my Brethren, unto him keep your Eye, leſt yoube weaty and faint in 
nas ay as for it was a ſhkip Cup when he cryed tharir might paſs from 

un, yer he learned Obedience though he was a Son, and yielded up himſelf in- 
tothe Fathers eternal Will, arid offered uphimſe)f an Acceptable Sacrifice , 
this is your Fore-runner, who is gone before, the Way to open and make eafie 
foryou'; be faithful andſhrinknor, bur follow with boldnefs, and be of good 
Coutage, and thinkit not ſtrange concerning the Tryal'that is come amongſt 

on you 


you to ptoye you ; but rejoyce in 48 much as you are partakers of his Suffer- 
ings, and counted worthy to bear his Reproach, for the recompence of Rez 
ward will anſwer it all for eyer z And know thar all things work together fof 
your good, and thorow it he will perfett his praife. ', ah 

Oh my Brethren, be Bold and of a good cotirage ; for rhe Lambs day; 
come, and you hath he Choſen to be followers of him z be nor ſlack to yield all 
Obedience to him, for the day is his, the Wicked ſhall kaow it, when through 
Ezypt he ſmites in the fiercenels of his wrath 3 -be you ſtrong jh his Polyer, 
and valiant for his Cauſe, and certainly he will plead it for you,, anid ſpeedil 
will he make 4 ſhort work iti the Earth 5 Look up unto him all ye little Oles, 
his love breaths ſtrongly towards' you, and is exceeding deat'over yott;” jt 
Greets you, and Salutes you with kiſs of Unity, to comfort you 'ant refreſh you 
with its living Vertue, And dear Btethren and little Ones, Hold faſt yout 
Confidence unto the end, for the Lord is now feparating and ſbrring, and ith 
the fire the Droſs and Tinn he is purging, and the Gold Refining and Purify- 
ing z in the comings forth it will appear without mixture z then his Jewels he 
will make up, and gather his Wheat into his Garner, bur expoſe the Chaffto 
unquenchable fire this is the day of his mighty Power , where ſhall che 
wicked ſtand 2 and in what place ſhall the ungodly appear 2 For he will brin 
them all toan end, and eftabliſh the Juſt for ever 'and ever : This js his owh 
work, and who ſhall let it? Be ye. lift up ye little Ones Your ſtrength 4s 
above all mortal men, faint not in the Furnace, but chearſully abide the Trial, 
that out of the mixture, you may be freed, and a ſound and (ofid/Snbftanice 
may be brought forth fixed, then will 7ſraels King fit npon hiskoly Throne, 
and the pure Seed into perfe& Freedojn will be born: Read and ynderſtatd 7; 
my Life runs to and fro. arnongſt yon; and with Cotds of love 'it is bound- uf 
with you, and with ſweer and render Greetings it doth ſalute you, How ok 
do I behold you, and with what joy do meet with yqu ? my love continually 
breaths unto you, for as rhe Rofe in Summer you are unto me. 

Oh my Bowels, my Bowels! Fam filled with love, the ſtrength goes forth 
and ſends a taſte amongſt you, which rans more Fviftly towards you' that 
Streams in the South. | | 2 

Oh ! thou Immortal Babe, where thou art bortt thou knoweft me, and thy 
lips ſtand ready to receive me and to rejoyce with me',” whar cati'ſepatare from 
thee, or ſtop the flowings forth of love unto' thee 2 the Salataion reaches 
thee, ahd with an-Holy Kiſs of Peace I ſweetly Greet thee, and: with an Arm 
of ſincere love I embrace thee, adieagy any 6 

Oh che Unity in the Life, how fweer it is! We are always near together, 
and in the pure lovely life meer one anorher, ?and' in Chriſt Jefus the Seed of 
Life, weare gathered all in one. , TIA —_— 

And now my Brethreh, W hat ſhall 'we render for theſe ineſtimable Mer- 
cies and ftretched our Favours from the God of our Life © Ard what is our 
reaſonable ſervice that we may Anſwer his loving Kindneſs'? he delights not 
in burnt Sacrifice, nor inthe'fat of Rams, bur abrokem and a contrite heart he 
deſpiſes nor. I {.306, | 1 Ok 

Oh! into the Love fink down, that with the ſtrength of ir you may be ove 
come, that in brokenneſs of heart you may offerup an acceptable Sacrifice x 
for this I know, and do impart it untoyou my Brethren, That when the hearr 
is broken and tender in the ſtrength of Love, then'is the Seed-ſweerly com- 
forted and refreſhed mthe Streams of Life ; = through chis lovely Saluta- | 

'S cion, 


Pe my 
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tion, and tender Graerng, a few words from the Liſe ariſe to-exhort you, 
and admoniſh you to abide in the love of God, and init dwell together, that 
the ſweet Unity may be felc nong you as Brethren z and Bear and Endure, . 


for that is true loves nature, and keep cgol and quiet in your minds,and baſie 
not your ſelves with the things of others, for through much bufineſs have ma- 
ny been wronged, who would make themſelves buſie in every thing, by which 
the Enemy hath drawn them from their own meaſures, that they haye noc 
been truly Serviceable in any thing : This hath been of little uſe in che Church 
of God, but hath both wronged the Particular and the General :' therefore all 
Friends, keep to the Power of God ank{ dwell in it, for it was before the buſie 
worker, and will judge him down in you, and bring him to hisend , and in 
ſtayedneſs and quietneſs feel your Peace, and dv not mind ſo much co appear 
as to beapproved and keep out of Thoughts in your Particulars, and alſo 
concerning one another, for amongſt many Thoughts have evil ſurmizings 
been begotten, and a ſecrec whiſperer riſen, and then the Life hath been ea- 
ten up, and Unity broken, 

Oh Friends ! be careful and hurt not one another, for ye are Brethren, and 
gathered in one Truth to walk, how ſhould you not then love one another £ 
And be tender-heatted and kind one towards another, and ifany thing lie upon 
you to ſpeak co one another, do itin fingleneſs and plainneſs as in the fight of 
God and if a fault doappear, prove itin Gods Wiſdom and let it be freely 
forgiven, that you may make it manifeſt chat you are his faichful Ones in ſhew- 
ing forth your love to him, and alſo anto one another, for where the con- 
trary ſtandech, ic doth more hart —_—_ you then all your outward Enemies 
can do unto you ; for they can but reach the Body and afflict char, but the Sur- 
mizings and Whiſperings eates up your Life and deſtroys the Inner-man, and 
brings Gods pure Seed into ſore travail and bondage : Therefore. give alldili- 
gence, and keep to your Watch that you may not hurt and wound one ano- 
ther, but be ready to heal agd reſtore one another, and watch over one ano- 
ther with that Eye out of which both the Beam and the More is caſt, and chen 
you will ſeeclearly and ſingly, and be able to diſcern rightly: And be careful 
aſter your own ſafety and preſervation, and wait diligently upon the Lord 


| Gad, that you may be kept clear in your underſtandings, and allo faichfu! ro 


what you do underſtand, that whileſt you ſuffer in Body by the Wicked's Cru- 
elty, and bear forth a Teſtimony in outward Bonds unto theAruth of God, 
the pure Life in you may not come into Sufferings, by the working of the ſub- 
tilty in begetting in you and amongſt you hard Thoughts one of another, and 
ſtriving to be lifc up one above another. 

Oh ler all diligence be uſed among(t you, that the pure eternal Unity in 
Gods Covenant of Life may be preſerved and ſtrengthned , and he that would 
be greateſt let him become your Servant, that none may be puffed up one a- 
gainſt another, but every one eſteeming each other better than themſelves, 
that the Lamb'in you all may Rule and be the Head, and have che Dominion 
and Preheminence amongſt you for this is his Day, and the Appearance of 
his Glory, and he begets into true love, lowlineſs, gentleneſs, patience, meek- 
neſs and peace, and which brings forth his own mind in you, that the ſame 
mind that is in Chriſt Jeſus will be in you and then you will be a ſweet and 
ſavoury People unto God, and unto one another, and you will be good Pat- 
terns and Examples one unto another, and Watch over one another with- a 
render lovely Eye; and where any thing may be ſeen amiſs amongſt you, " 
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be ready to Reſtore ſuch an one the Spirit of Love and Meekneſs; that 49 
the Lord God in his Mercy hath Choſen you, and made you Children of one 
Houſe, ſo no Diviſion may be' found amongſt you, but perfect Love, and 
Unity may abound in the Name of the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, - 16 

And take heed of many Words,- for they gender unto Bondage, and'ini 
the multitude of them there 1s evil, and where they are much uſed, and nor 
in the Power and Wiſdom of God for Edification and Comfort one'of 4no- 
ther, they bring Anguiſhand Pain upon the Seed of God. moe 

And be Watchful ovet the Boaſter, that nothing may ariſ&in any of: you 
to gloty-in your Parts, or Giſts,. or Sufterings, and bring forth an Exalca- 
tion in what is made manifeſt, and your Suffering for it: And being ma- 
ny in this Day, whoſe Teſtimony is now. born forth in a ſtare of Suffering 
and are in Priſons together for T ruths Cauſe, and Your Obedience to the 
Commandsof Jeſus Chriſt , be diligent in your Walking; nd run not"in- 
ro many. Words one with another, but as they may'ſtand in ſome Service y 
Nor glory not in'your Sufferings one unto another, for-ſo wiltthe Enemy 
work a Conceitednels in you, and lift you up init; 'and then dfaw a Securiry 
over you through Sufferings, And beware you runnot into affectionate Unity 
one with another, which doth not ſtand in the'W i{com of 'the Seed; 

Oh! you will tind, my Brethren, the great need of Watching ant 
Praying, that ye may not enter into Temptations, And whatFlay unto Ohe; 
Lay unto All, Watch, that the Enemy may nor get any Advant#ge upon you; 
ro hurt and wound the Innocent Life in you, kf 

An4 Brethren,' be diligent to the Lords Counſel every monient of time; 
that you in his hand may be kept, and'in his Power preſerved, that the\ 
wicked One which is near unto you, 'miy not haye-power totoneh you: Ant 
now is the Lord God Trying you in a/ſtace- of *Suffering, thar-thtough | the* 
Path of Suffering he may wean you and draw you out of allthe Paths of the 
World, and from the Defire and Love cfall things in it, ſo as you may forger 
your kindred and your athers Houſe, with all your:outward Relations whate- 
ver they may be untoyoru, And all your earthly Subſtance, of what nature 
ſoever it is, yea, and your lives alſo, For through che AﬀeRionate love ny 
to things that are without, the pure love to God hath been cooled within z fo 
that many have not only cooled in their Love, buthave quirloſt it by letting 
in the Tempter, and runiing into his Temprations, which he-hath preſenred 
inthe carthly Subſtance, and outwardRelations, And this is che Ground of 
your Suffering, Bretheren, that you may be a redeemed People unto God; 
and not to have your Love or Life in any thing befides him; and yet have a 
true Intereſt and Poſſeſſivn of all things tn/him, and hicherwill the-Lord: 
God try you, that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He that? loves: any thing 
more than me, 1s not worthy of me: And this Cup will be ſharp ro drink, 
when Life, and Subſtance, aud Relations muſt be given ap/atid expoſed co. 
the cenſure, and alſo rothe danger of Loſs in-the Wills ot /cruel and -wick-" 
ed Men: And thisis ot to ſet the Wicked over you, butrtoexalt the Seed 
in you, and ſct in everlaſting Dominion , For Tniquity muſt have ics Day 

and beflled up, and the Soffcrings .muſt be compleated and finilhed'through 
the whole Body, thatthey which are gon before us, and we'that follow after 
them in Faithfulneſs, may be all made:perfe& in One: 4 

Oh! keep your Eyeour of all-things below; and keep it (ingle to that which 

is above, that you all may be rxeady:to Anſwerhis Will, in what he calls un-! 
: Bb to 
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to, Of permits to:come, And faithfully follow the Lamb, for He alone 
muſt Reign, this is his Day, and in his Glory he is Riſen do not deny him, 
bur bear fourth your Teſtimony to him, and in his Life an Holy Kiſs of Peace 
doth reach you, and with the Lip of »#nfeigned Love doth Greet you and 
Salute you, even with tender Yearning Bowels over you. 


2oth Day of the 11th 
Month, 1660. In Worceſker From your Brother, and Companies in 
County Goale. Bonds, bearing the light Affii@ tap of this 
preſent time, W. Ss 


H Lord God everlaſting | whoſe Holy Covenant hath been ever ſure with 
thy Seed, and from Age ro Age thou haſt remembred thy Mercy, and per- - 
formed all thy Promiſes faithfully. Oh ! look down this Day, and behold thy Heri- 
tage; Comfort all thy little Ones, andin thy eternal love do thou ſtrengthen thy 
Tunocent Lambs : Be not thou ſar from us, O Lord, but hearken to the voice of 
ovr Supplication z for it is thy own that makes Interceſſion. O Lord, the Spoy- 
lers are riſen, and the Devourers are ready for thei? Prey z make haſt ts help 
us, for our Eyes are ta thee, (mite them and daſh them, and with thy powerful 
Arm do thou break them, and thy own Heritage ds thou [ave and deliver from 
them, that whth thy People thy Faithfulneſs may appear this day, as with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, 4nd Jacob of old, that the Heathen may know, that thon 0 Lord 
God of Hoſts, art the God of thy own Seed, and ſafety of thy Choſen People this 
Days, And let all thy People Truſt in thee, O Lord, and Magnifie thy Name , 
for thou baft Choſen us, and thou wilt not forſake us, but Strength thou wilt grve 
us ty ſtandand evercome, Therefore let all thy Children, and Choſen Ones, [ay 
in Truth, 0 Lord, Thy Will be done. Amen. 


— l— 


Relief ſent forth into the Camp of Iſrael. 


O*® Iſrael! The Vifications of Love hath been large unto thee, and with 
cender Bowels of Mercy hath che God of thy Salvacion Reached thee, 
and with his ourſtrerched Arm he hath done Great and Wonderful things for 
thee 3 Thou waſt without an Helper, and he hath helped thee 3. Thou waſt 
igſore Travail, and he hath Eaſed thee z he hath made thy Riſing glorious, 
and thy comming forth bn ſweet and precious; He hath been a 
Nurſing Father unto thee , and through many Trials he hath given thee 
ſtrength to ſtand : Thou haſt been as a Plant ſpringing up in the midſt of 
leafancShowres,. and as a Vine drefled tobring forth glorious Fruit z Thop 
faſt ſpread thy Branches over the Nations, and the taſte of thy Fruit hath de- 
lighted the Hearts;of many; Thou haſt been terrible unto the People, and 
werful amongſt che Mighty ; The Nobles have been ſmitten, the Scrong 
ve bowed downz The Horſe and his Rider hath fallen cogether, and none 
hath hitherto been able to Encounter with thee, or to ſtand before the God 
of thy Strength: Thou haſt known his Goings on, and thy Way hath been 
prepared by bis Arm : He hath poured forth his Plagues for thy Redemprion, 
and wrought Signs and Wonders for thy Deliverance and Freedom 3 This 
hath thy God done for thee, and hath not forſaken thee, bur hath ever ap- 
peared with thee, and with his Right Hand hath done valiantly- for oy ; 
is 


= 
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His Ear hath been open to thy Cry, and our of his Holy Hill he hath 
heard chy Groaningsz And who amongſt all the gods, that hath been 
able to divert his Goodneſs from thee? And, is he not the ſame God 
for Ever? 1s his Hand now ſhortred chat he cannot fave? Or his 
Ear heavy that he cannot Hear « Or will he now give thee up to be 
Spoiled ? Or to become a Prey without Redemprions Oh 1ſrael! He 


' will not ſo deal with thee, for thou art his Choſen Nation, and with thee is 


his Love ſealed for ever: Oh! let thiy Heart ponder, and thy Vital Parts 
awake, and Conſider, that thou mayeſt know and underſtand thy preſeat ſtate 
and Condition, for the Day of Trial is come upon thee, becauſe thou haſt 
been Careleſs, and haſt nor ſo prized the Day of thy Benefits as tho ought- 
eſt to have done y neither haſt thou followed the Lord fully, but haſt ueg- 
le&ed his Goings on, until thou loſt the ſeeling of his living Power, and 
then made to thy (elf a Reſt, and haſt ſirten down at Eaſe, promiſing to thy 
ſelf Security in thy profeſſed Formality, where thy Vitals have been ſtopped z 
and thy love, which once was freſh upon thee, hath been exceedingly cooled 5 
and thy ſtrong Cord of Unity hath been broken, ſo that thou haſt not been 
like Sheep in. one Fold, nor like Lambs of one Flock , for which cauſe hath 
the Lords Spirit been grieved, and his faithful Mefſengers have been mach 
diſcouraged, becauſe in thy own State and Conditionthou halt been ſo ſtrong- 
ly Conceited, and haſt been in chy own Thoughts fo ſafely ſecured, which 
did begin to bring forth Stubbornneſs and Hardneſs in thee z and ro Exalt thee 
above the Word of Reproof, where thou becamelt a Trampler over the In- 
nocent Life, that the Burden was turned into ſore Heaviness, -and the Pre(- 
ſure of it into deep Lameartation and Bitterneſs. 

Oh 1ſ-ae! ! Confider of this ſpeedily, and Return'to thy firſt Love, that 
thou mayelt Recover thy Strength inthe Cord of Unicy , for thou art ſound 
a very feeble Nation, and-much' Weakneſs is in thee, that every Appe@® 
rance of the Philiſtins Holt becomes dreadful and terrible to thee, and a Fear 
enters thee, and Diſtuſt and Unbelief comes upon thee ; which draws thy 
Eye to look back again, and caufeth thy Heart torRecurn in Feypts Oh Iſrael! 
where is thy Strength, and where is the Rock of chy Salvation  Hath ever 
ſuch Fainrneſs been upon thee 2 Or hath Feebleneſs at any time ſo poſſeſſed 
thee « How haſt rhoy forgorten the Dayes of Old, and the Years that are 
lately paſt 2 in which chou felt Gods Covenanc with thee, and his ſure Mer- 
Cies {md performed unto thte: 'Eer not Diſtruſt now come upon thee, 
neicher let Unbelief Enter within thy Bowels3 but look up to che God of thy 
Strength, and to the Horn of thy Salyation, and ariſe ia the Strength: of: his 
Might, and boldly paſs 6nthy Way for a Reft he hach ptomiſed, and/ia 
faichfulneſs he will perform ir. Ols! 'Why ſhouldeft thion Fallin che Wilders 
neſs? or Faint in the Deſolate Land'® The Hands of Moſes are held up for 
thee, andthe Lord of Hoſt appears with thee, though Ulabelief hath vaited 
thee, that thou ſeeſt not his Arm which he harh made bare to drive back 
Amaleck ſfrom' thee: Oh! Why ſhouldeſt thou be caft down at the (ſight of 
any Nation ? Or atthe Appearance of the Mighty in Strengehs Be chow but 
Faithful, and ſtand inthe Life of Unity, and who can Enzer 1by Campy or 
come upon thee (o (poil thee in thy Habitation « Who can Beliege thee to' 
Farniſh thee out of thy Dwelling Place the Spring of Life runs in thy Camp, 
and Heavenly Manna falls about thy Tents z Wherefore theo doft chou 
Murmur « Or-why doeſt thou Complain? for the moſt High is thy Strength, 

and 


V% 


$6 Ahi Holy Kiſs of PeRtd"1! 1868 
and his Ari of Power is ſtretched forth for thy Salyation,. - Oh;! Conſider 
whete thou art;; and what is come unto:thee, and ponder it early þefote deep 
ſleep fall upon thee , and all that have been gathered within /ſrae#s Camp, 
and have ſtood in the Appearance of the Hoſt, and feels that Lynbej4ef hach 
Entered you, and Fearfulnefs hath ſurprized you, through whicjy you are 
driven back,. and your Feet near turned aſide, -Arife,/ ariſe, make ipeed 
and haſt within the holy Campagain, for you have Reaſonec away your Life, 
and Conſalred over your Strength, but the Enemy:hath ſtopped you, 'and 
hath begotren a lingring in you $ and not only ſo: but alſo drawn, you back 
again, that you Deny the Loras faithful Hoſt, who 1a the Strength of his 
Might ſtand boldly in the Bartel. 

Oh! Turn with ſpeed, -for the Lord Lord is near toſhew Mercy unto you, 
' andvery ready he is to paſs by and forgive-you,' and your Back: {lidings 0 
Heal freely , And this flowes from the Fountain of Love unto you, and is 
ſent forth to Relieve you, -who are bewildred amongſt your Thoughts, where 
the Seed fits Groaning and heavily Mourning. 

Oh! Ariſe,arife, Joyn to the God of Strength, and be nor fearful, bur 
believing z and appear for the Lord, and for hivliving Truth, and Deliver 
nog up your Camp into the hands of your Enemiesz And if it be permitted 
for them to Come upon you and Take you, be therewith Contenced y but 
in any wiſe do not Deliver up the Hoſt unto them, for that will cauſe their 
Triumph: And if for a time you mult {tt down by Babylons Rivers, and hang 
your Harps upon the Willows, let not your Hearts faint, neither lee Sorrow 
overcome you;but Pat'eatly Wait fot the: Appearance of your Deliverer,who 
will Ariſe for you, and bring forth Everlaſting Salvation unto you ;-chen (hall 
your Mouths be filled with Laughterz: and your Tongues with Songs of Praiſes, 
for the Ranſomed of the Lord (hall Return to $0x with Joy; and this will 
God, eventhy:God, Ol 1ſyae/, perform-unto thee, and no Wezpon formed 
againſt thee (hall Proſper z- neither ſhall 'any Reach chee to ſend a Curſe unto 
thee, for the Lord hath Bleffed thee, 'arid Glorious is the Habitation of chy 
Reſting-place 3. T hereforeivhy ſhouldeſt thou Doubt * or of whom ſhouldeſt 
thou be Afraid 2 The Lord JEHO V AH isthy Strength, and in the Camp 
he is very great. ; Bi * WT 

And all you Faithful Ones, who are 'Preſerved-in this Day of your Teſti- 
mony, and goes forward with Boldneſs, -Abide in, the Life, and fulfil rhe 
Teſtimony with Joy, and'be Tender over the Weak, and bear them in their 
Travail; and leave them not Behind, leſt- they be Smitten and Die; neither 
do you go forth in haſte, leſt the Enemy come upon you and Smte you, bur 
all Keep in the Power, and Walk in the Power; and Jordan will Divide, 
and Fericho Walls will Fall 3 for it maſt be Compaſled, and the Rams Horn 
within thy Camp muſt be Sounded 3' for Strong is. thy King, and thy Camp 
is very great, Oh 1ſrael, j* 1 2 f! | 
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The True Light 
ENGLAND, 


To give unto all her Inhabitents the Knowledge of their Ways ; 
Wherein they may behold 1hings pa#t,and things that are, and thereby come 
to Repentance, and Eſcape that which is to come.. ' 


d 
Alſo, ſomething DEMONSTRATED concerning the People of God (called 
QUAKERS) as to their Principle and Pradiſe, with what they own, 
and dare not deny: And alſo, what they cannot own, nor joyn withall for 
Conſcience ſake, | 1 


Publiſhed in tender love unto all ENGLAND'S Inhabitants, Kulers,: Teachers, and 
People; that all may ſee what hath been neglefed, and every one in their place may 
labour ro amend zt ; And they who have any deſires after the Knowledge of the Pep- 

le of God, as to their Principle or Prattice, or what they own or diſown, may here 
briefly ſee ſome things opened, -not in many words to pleaſe men, bat in the Power 
of God, through one who ſeeks to-pleaſe God z | | , 


WILLIAM SMITH. 
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Whoſe Name is, 


x H ENGLAND, ENGLAND f"*Fhou haſt been, oft fairhfully 
Warned, bur thou haſt not,regarded, thou haſt been, careleſs of thy 
own happineſs, and haſt not reſpeRed thoſe that haye ſoughe th 
good, thou haſt beeg a,ſtubborn and a rebellious, Nation, and haſt 

ſet at nought many tender V ifitations of Gods love unto thee, which by the 

mouths of his faichful Servants haye, been declared, thow haſt been a proud 
ſcornfut, and diſdainfu} Nation, Riff-necked and. uncircumciſed in heart an 
ears, hating every Tender of Love'thar hath been proffered torhee, and haſt 

exalted thy ſelf inthe ſtreagrh of thy, own. might, againſt rhe: Lord, and a- 

ainſt his faichful Servants, whom he hath ſens farth in his Love ro Declare 
bis Goodneſs uato thee 3. and who hayerun, and yer do run.in the ſtreagrh of 
his Power, early and late to do thee goods: but, thou: baſt evilly entreared 
them, and rendred Cruelty unto them, and raifed bitter Perſecution again( 
them for their travail within thee, and for their good-will .unto thee z; pk 

Recompence haſt thou given them, whoſe lives are not dear unto ns, tor 

thy ſake, Holes and Priſons, Stocks and Whips have been their Reward from 

ethee,for thou wouldeſt not obey the voice of the Fords Servants, nor hea ken 

ro the Lords Counſel, that thou-mighteſt hays hymbled thy (elfbefore him ; 

but thau deſpiſed the day of Mercy, and lightly eſteemed: the; hg” 
5 & 
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the Almighty; Oh! how haſt thou provoked him dayly, and cauſed his jea- 


louſie to burtf like fire 5Þnd yer for_his Narkes (ake , he i e, and 
doth not guirer Peſ tion pon ſie wF his g6otlgch rofferds thee, 
wouldſtthou © ' $ to ſee Nr, he hath no pleaſure ro defiroy thee 
and lay thee waſt, therefore hath he exerciſed a day of Patience rowards thee, 
8nd many faithful Warnings have been-founded within thee from the Lords 


Power z how hath he ſtriven with 7bee, thy Rulers and Teachers, in theſe 


late, , thr you might have obſerved his els, and thereby ba 
coſe £ epenance bur gk haſt been & perfid;qus 
2 romote hy own Eateteſt , iS ha 


ation, Wrhing e 
n the great work of thy 
Rulers and Teachers in late time : Therefore is the Lord juſt concerning thee, 
with allthy Rulers and Tgachers, that had their day and time in thee, and the 
Lotds tender Mercy is dt yer Thi up: from thee, though he hath been re- 
jetted by thee, bur Viſtrations of Lovehe till reaches forth unto Thee, thy 
Rulers and Teachers, that-wow Have their day within thee, if. ary will turn 
unto hiof} ifany will hear his voice, and do the thing that is right in his ſight, 
that, he may. not wutrerly cat off and deſtroy aronce. 
"Thetefore hear 0 Englznd, and let allthy Rulers and Teachers that now 
ftand within'thee, incliwe to the Lords Connmſel; foritis but a line while, and 
the wicked ſhall be no more; then happy will they be that Rules for God, and 
happy will chey be that Teach Truth that God may may be glorified, for he is 
itn the works of men to'try, andall char feek his right he will cur off, for rhit 
kewill,ndc, give to any: Therefore ler all beware 'whar, chey ſeek, and what 
theyrtake upon them, that.they enter not upon his right, which he will nor 
wetoany man,” for he isglorifying his own Name,, and exalting his own 
on, and ſpreading abroad his Living Trath z and his he will have to Reign 
as his own Right, and let none ſtrive co take it from him, for he is a jealous 


JR ENGLAND | thy way is much in darkneſs, and chou cravelleſt chrough 
the-thickeſt Clouds, and with them thou compaſſeſt thy (elf about, and there- 
in ſitreſt ſecure, as if thou ſhouldeſt never ſee ſorrow more. Is the ſound of 
the'Trumper 764 Alarm of War fo ſoon paſſed away From before thee 7 15 al! 
the Blood rharharh been ſpilt m thy Fields and Towns ſoſoon gone out of th 

"retmembrance 2 Haſt choti fo'ſoon forgotten the years of 'thy Calamity that ſo 
lately hath'been upon thee £" If theſe things'bepatled-ourt of thy mind, and thou 
raniout of the fetife of them, as if they Hat never been, 'yet let the Treaſure, 
thar'thou' ſo dearly Toveft, which was'(penewichin thee'ro uphold fuch Cruelty, 
caufe thee to remember'the-years of thy-Mifery, -if which thou waſt deep!y 
diſtrefſed, thi thou mayeſt 'repent of all thy! wickednels, and uncleanneſs, 
=nd'abominations, that thou" doeft not driw down an/heavier judgment upon 
thee that yerthy eyes hath'heheld, | What hath been brought forth by men 
through all theſe yegrs of chy Calamity #hd Diftreſs, inrowhich-thoo haſt been 
plunger? Have any been'farthfal-untoGoll, orperformed:their Yows unto the 
'Moft'High'z Surely they all eorrapted'theirway,” vadindne (er their heart to 
doth thing thizr is right 5- nor any that had reſpe& to the Poor and Needy, 
barlaid'Burfhs upon them, /and ſorely oppreſſed rhem, nnd their Cry wear 
third the Lotdi/and he heatdthem,and'it hivftrengeh he foſe ro help them, and 
hath/unid the Cauſe for them, 4nd will ptead itthroughly wichull men 
upoii che'Earth;/ for he fath great refpetunro a p6or! and-innocent People, 
whom he hathraiſed withiri the by his Eternal Power, which all 2 Rulers 


and 
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and Teacher: fer themſelves againſt, and took counſel tobether how they 
mighc* ſappreſs them and root them out: But the Lor&' doth uphold 
them, and by the Arm of his Power hath preſerved them; and they''ate 
ſtanding, when thoſe that did afflift them, and fought to harmthem, are ctic 
down and fallen; and this isa marvellous thing, which the Lord hath browpht 
to paſſe by an Inviſible Power, who hath laid all waſte before him, and hath 
proſpered his Work, and carried it on by his out-ſtrerched Arm , and as 
man at any time hath deviſed Cruelty, then hath he appeared in his Metcy, 
that the more that AMi&tion hath been laid upon his Innocent People, the 
more have they multiplied ; and this is the Lords doing, who pleads with all 
fleſh, | 
Oh Exgland! much Enmity remains w##h#y thee;'againft an Innocent peo+ 
ple thag feels thy good, who travels to turn the: unro the £$pht that ſhineth 
in thee, chat thou mighrteſt not abide i» derkadſr and periſf,"Þt mighteſt 
come #9 the Light of Life, And this is the Lords good-will unto thee; who 
hath raiſed an Innocenc people whoſe love is to thee, when rhou are moſt 
filled with enmity againſt them. ' How long haſt thou had it in thy heart 0 
execute Cruelty, and yet thou haſt not had power to do it untothe ſall ! but 
by an Inviſible handhaft been reſtrained from ſwallowing.up,when thy month 
hath been opened wide, and thy heart thirſty ro devour. * There was 4 
time when thou waſt let looſe, and waſt as a Bear bereaved of hey whelps, and 
as 4 Lion fit for his prey; yet in the height of thy fary thou waſt chained, aid 
thy bounds was ſet, and the chain was too ſtrong for thee, and the bouts 
thou conldeſt not drive away before thy fury ;/ thou ſtrerchedft thy ſelf tothe 
length of thy chain, and came up inth weue Ito the atmoſt bounds, ant 
there roared and ſwelled, and foatnied our thy thame, and caſt'vpmuch'of 
thy mire and dift , but thou waſt there ſtoped, and thy prond and mitbu- 
lent waves was limited, and the Thnocefit Lambs were preſetved'out of th 
devouring mouth 4 and thou couldeſt not deſtroy them; though thou ſought- 
eſt it with all thy ſtrength and wheit thou couldeft ior execute'the miſchief 
of thy heat. unto the full, there was. hope i'thee; rhat pdiver ſhowuld'be 
given thee In cime to come z bur che Lorg rſ#kes hot his Cloſer, neither 
g:ves he them wholly up for a prey itito thy teeth; though ſotmit\doſuffet $/ 
thee, which at thar'time were given into thy hands to 'try thee," ind thew 
caſt cher into priſons in thy rage and fary,' when they wete'in the Lord'ſet. 
vice, and labouring to do thee good,” ant had done'nothinng' wotthy of borids, 
neither haſt thou any ſuch charge againſt them, biit in thy wracke arid wel 
neſs tþou ean raſhly upon them, when they neither diſturbed thy Peace, ''nbr 
tranſgreffed thy Law's 'and this was to try thee thar thon mighteſt make ay 
ſelf manifeſt , and the witneſs agatnft chee; #5 the' Prifons within thee i 
which thon haſt caſt the Lords faithful Servant, ' fot whoſeſtke& Neill 
with thee; ind though thou haſt ſhut them up, and ſhews\nogity tow2eds 


them, 'burt lets them lye, rhongh they have done '!nothing- worthy 'of irs” tat 


keeps thejn thy matice and envy, ſome in one place, and ſole: #9 unvi0e?, 
as L ancafter, Lambeth hinſe, Nantwich, "and arvects' her places: #ithid tte, 
where the Lords fairhfvl 'Seryancsſaffer #nder =o Craelry, andars _— 
by thee, ' whofe innotenceauſe tht Lord will cehrfinly avenge upohithee\. eg- 
cept thou ſpeedily repefits for thereare' many' ſt?ong cries they the Lond 
this day, / and prayer ard ſapplication' is made wnt6 Hith int the fiveagrti'of Mis 


own Spirir,whnchhise#r isopeh tohiewt;andhe Will (wot forget uſe Righreous, 


nenther 
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neither will he forſake them, bur will plead with all that ſeek to ſpoil 
them, and will recompence unto them . according to the fruic of their 


doings. 

"Oh England! thou art traced thorow, and thy doings are all found out 
with the Liohe of Chriſt that ſhines in thee , which thy darkneſs cannot com- 
prehend, and all thy waysare manifeſttherein, and thou art found co be ex- 
ceeding wicked in thy heart, and exceeding vainin o imaginations: Thou 
ſerteſt nor the Lord before thee, therefore his diſpleaſure is againſt chee, 
and except thou ſpeedily repent and obey-his Counſel, thou canſt nor eſcape 
the ſeverity of his judgment, for a fire is kindled in his breaſt, which ſhall 
burn to the nethermoſt hell, and jt will reach thee when thou goeſt down 
thither for counſel, and will be as hot burning coals in the midſt of thy bowels, 
and there wille none to quench ity for God will not ſpare thee in thy wicked- 
neſsand a tion which yet remain in thee, but will cut down and con- 
ſume, until he hath cleanſed the Land of Crwelty and oppreſſion. 

And now the &evolution is gone about, and that which was out of fight is 
come up, and that which was above is gone down and over-ſhadowed , ſo 
vain a thing is man before his Maker, and this is not come to paſſe for the 
righteouſme(ſs of any man, or that any man ſhould exalc himſelf in ic, but for 
his own Names ſake, who Reigns over all, 

Oh England! letall ſuch as are now riſen in thee to Rule, be careful and 
mind wel) their doings z for #he ſame God Ruleth #11, and his Power changeth 
not, but brings to paſſe all changeable things in their cime and place: and if 
mannow ſtrive again to ſet up the ſame things which once provoked the Lord 
to anger, and which his Controverſie was againſt, and ſti]] continue the Bur- 
dens by ſtrengthning the Oppreſſors, which hath from time ty time drawn 
dowa Judgment upon the heads of thoſe that had Power to remove ir, but did 
not, and brought the Lords ſtioak upon them, and none could be found thar 
weie able to uphold them, though many ſought it with all their ſtrength, Lec 
not vain man, imagine that the Rigneeogs God will either favour or allow theſe 
things to be (et up or continued in this days againſt which he hath appeared, and 
by -his Eternal Power overwhelmgd; but certainly his Controyerſie is {ti} 
againſt the ſame things, 'and all that ſtrengthens them, or endeavours to pro- 
-mote them, and though neither Sword nor Spear may be uſed, yer will the 
Lord carry it on by his own power,that works according to his own pleaſure , 
Far his way isnotas the way 'of man, who ſomtimes deſtroys and builds the 
Game things, again with his changeable mind 3 Buc the way of the Moſt High 
45,mcre equalz, and he will, not allow the ſerting up of thoſe things again, which 
e grigved bis Holy Spirir,, and provoked him ro Anger, which drew forth 
Aim egainſt, chem, by.which chey. were cut down , neither is this come to 
'pafle in; ENGL AND thatit ſhould be ſo done, but chat all ſhould FE 4R before 
the God of Facab, and BOW before the Holy One of Iſrael, and mind his Good- 
inels,- and eqme--t0 Repentance, and. be. humbled in the duſt for Iniquites 
_commirted,:that he may ſpread forth his Power, and Reign in the Right, 
and Order all. chings that. concerns his Service and Worſhip, and that none 

about.cokeep him one of that, and take it upon themſelyes, but let him 
.be HEAD and KING, FUDGE and LAW-GIVER, and Supream Governour 
per his, Church, for that is his Rightand his Glory who is the Prince of Peace, 
-and-who ſegks to take ig from, him, muſt, fall before him, for he will aor give 
4£o-a0y wang and herein hach b4s Congroverſfie appeared with all Sorts Ling 
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Set of People whom he hath tryed in their day, who would never ſubmit to 
his Government, nor yeild unto him his Right, but took it to themſelves, 
and robbed him of his Glory , for which Cauſe the Lord hath tarned #heiy 
Glory into ſhame, and their day into darkneſs, and they are gone downwards, 
and others are come upwards, and are now placed in Power to Rule over 
their Heads, becauſe the Warnings of the Lord had no place in them, bur 
were rejected by them andthe things that they ſhould have done, they did 
them not. 

And thus are the Kingdomes of the World in the hand of the Almighty, 
and he pulls down, and he ſets up, and gives them unto whom he will; and 
he diſpoſes mans heart, and brings him into a ſenſibleneſs of ſome things that 
be evil and prophane, and orders him to declare his diflike againſt it, asin 
this preſent Power hath been made manifeſt by a Declaration ag ainſt ſomething 
plephanes; and he alſo diſpoſes mgns heart #nto ſome As of Mercy, as like- 
wile is made manifeſt i» this preſent Power, by freely pardoning many things, 
which in the cime of this great Revolution hath been ated and done, which 
might have occatoned great trouble upon the Nation, if they had not been 
remitted ; and this is the Lords doings, who diſpoſes mans heart herein, and 
it isto be prized as the Lords Mercy who hath brought it to paſs, though there 
be much Excluded, which (ſhould have been compaſled within it, and a free 
Pardon Extended to it, that life ix all might have been ſpared, and nothin 
Charged againſt any to have taken away lite , but 4 free Pardon ſhould have 
reached unto all for their lives, and that would: have quenched all flames, 
and calmed all boyfterous winds, that there would not have been any blaſt 
to have blown up a ſpark for though the Lord gave them juſtly up ro be 
ſcourged, yet not to be deſtroyed, and Pardon ſhould have reached the life of all, 
and no Revenge ſhould have been ſought or Executed upon any co have taken 
away their lives, though ſeemingly there might be Guilt upon them, and 
that done by them which the Law of the Nation may ſeemingly Condemn y 
yet [hoald Mercy have opened towards ſuch, and it ſhould' have been freely 
forgiven, which would ſweetly have healed and cloſed the hearts of thy In» 
habirants together, O England, and made them-as one man : And it is upon 
me from the Lord to ſound forth a Waraing in the power of his Eternal Spirit 
unto all thy Rulers, O England, whoſe day now is, that they mind how the 
day is theirs, and who it 15 that hath given it them, andikeep their hands 
from ſhedding of Blood, leſt they provoke him who hath ſhewed Mercy bnto 
them ; for by Cruelty acted. and then Revenge ſonghe, it opens the Fountain 
of Blood wider, but never ſtops it: And this isnor che End; (0.ye People who 
are now in POWER this day in ENGLAND) for which Gol hath raiſed you 
up, that you ſhould deſtroy life, but to ſhew Mercy as he hath ſhewed Mer 
tato you, and ro try you if you will perform whar they careleſly negleed, 
whom he hath given. up into your hands without the ſtroak-ofatyy Weapon of 
War, and hath brought you up to Rule in Government without the loſs/of 
any Blood, which is ſuch an infinite Mercy 'as.might caufe you roſtopihe 
Iſſue of Blobd, and noteo open it Something: you have done, which inirs 
place, and in it ſelf, ix good , butthe Work you: have yer todo is weighty, 
if you mind the Lords Counſel, and give uputitohim, that he may diſpoſe 
your, hearts to Anſwer che End which he Bxpe&'from you, which is 
fhew Meviy,- and to break off ever) oak, and ante all heavy baratins, and n+ 
moe all Compelling Luwes in things pertaining to uhe Conſciante, and ſerthe 
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oppreſſed free, that Righteouſneſs may Reign, and trae Judgment and Equity 
may run down, and a peaceable agd quiet life may be enjoyed in all Godlinels 
and Honeſty: And this is required of you all from the Lord God, andit is nor 
to be neglected by any of you in your. Places, whether it be the X1NG as+ 
Supream of the Nation, or thoſe that be (et in Authority under him, bur is a 
Work to be ſer upon ſpeedily; for the neglect of performing of it, when many 
Promiſes have been made to do it, hacth Crawn down Judgment upon ſuch as 
have Ruled before you, who promiſed much in theſe things, but performed 
lictle z and you are come to ſee their day End, and the Beginning of your 
own3 therefore reject not the Lords Counſel, to follow your own Imagina- 
tions, that when you ſhould do the thing which God requires, you do nor 
bring forth that which his Controverſie is againſt z that when you ſhould ſer 
free, you lay not on a yoak and bring forth Oppreſſion, and continue Op- 
preſſion , and fo encreaſe Burdens and make them heavier when you ſhould re- 
movethem, and take them _ this is not the End for which God hath 
raifed you, that you ſhould look back again, and begin to build again thoſe 
things which God hath removed, and to ſeek your own Glory in them , bur 
co promote the everlaſting Goſpel which is the Power of God, and freely 
given of God 3 and that all may ſtand in the freedom they have in God to 
Worſhip him, without any Law to compel them otherwiſe under Penalties 
and. Puniſhments ; this is ſome part of your Work in this your day which 
Gad' hath given you; and as you obey the Lords Counſel, and mind the 
Light of Chriſt in your own Conſciences, you will ſee what is your whole 
Duty, and what the Lord dothrequire of you, not tomake LORD-BISHOP$ 
again, 'and DEANS and PREBENDS , not to (et up Common-Prayer-Book, 
Organs, and Anthems, and ſuch Abominations which che Saints never practi- 
ſed, nor there is no Scripture for; and theſe things, with much morethar 
might be mentioned, the Lords Controverfie was againſt, and none could 
uphold them; though there was great Hoſts of Men and Horſes appeared 
to defend them, they all fell before the Power of the Lord in that day 
Add: do you believe that God will take pleaſure in them now? be not 
fa. much deceived for the Lord is provoked, and his Spirit is vexed, and his 
Indignation riſeth againſt them, and he will not yer ſpare them, nor thoſe 
tharſtrive to promote and uphold them, and compel a conformity unto them 3 
and this is inplainneſs of ſpeech unto you all in the movings of Gods Power. 

-1:Oh England! thy Prophets deceive thee, and thy Teachers deal very trea- 
cheroufly with thee, they cry peace to thee, when ſudden deſtruition is nigh to 
come upon thee z, they know not the things that are, neither the things that are 
coming to paſſe: for Night is come upon them, the Viſion hath failed them, 
they have no Anſwer of God," and thusthey have decerved thee in thoſe late 
years, who then had their day in thee, and were ſetup by thee, and thy Faith 
ſtood in their-Wiſdom z; they have all deceived thee by their lies and flatteries, 
crying peace adto, thee through all changes: that have come to paſle in this 
great Revolution,” and'whateyer came up to rule thatſavoured their time and 
day, they cryed peace unto thee in it, though the Lord had determined to 
overthrow ir. ſpeedily z and when” it'' was overthrown: and deſtroyed, 
wr Gaye tar va over. withinew lies and: flatteries, and ſtill cryed, peace 
within thy borders, under the'next appearance that came forth co rule within 
thee z So tliey eryed peace unte thee in:@Li/ER'S Day, and when he was 
cut down and fell, and RICHARD his ſon ſeemed to argſe in his place, Non 
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their ſound went forth with a noiſe, of 4 Star that was riſen, and 4 8vy that wgs 
born in Bethlehem to eftabliſh Peace, and thus they cryed aloud 'in their de- 
ceitful ſound, which was nothing bur lies and flatteries: for the Stay ſoon 
fell, and their Sun ſoon ſet and was overſhadowed, and Bethlehems Peace was 
broken : Canſt thou not fee, O England ! how deceit hath abounded within 
thee, and how thy Prophers and Teachers have dealt with thee 2 Was ever ſuch 
a profeſſing People ſo blinded as thou haſt been, and ſ6 overcome to believe 
lies and flatteries as thou haſt-done 2 and theſe are they which thou haſt 1a- 
boured to uphold, who have brought chat which thou mad'ſt thy day into dark.- 
nels and obſcurity, | 

Oh England! the Lords love hath been exceedingly towards thee, though 
thou haſt been a Rebellious Nation, and it is yet with the Lord todo thee 
oood, if thou wilt but hearken and obey : Therefore tarn unto the Lord 
God, and wait his Connfel to receive, that Crae/ty and Opprefſion, Vanities 
and Abominations which do ſtill abound in thee, may all be done away and re- 
moved out of thy bowels, that a godly ſorrow may conie upon thee, and true 
Repentance may be wrought in thee, neverto be repented of, that a Life in 
the pure God thou inayeſt come to know,and Uprightnels of heart thou mayeſt 
learn by the teachings of his own Spirit, and deny all /hyUngodline(s, Proph a- 
meſs and Licentiouſneſs, vain Cuitoms, Worſhips, Faſhions, and Traditions, 
and learn to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world, that God 
may divert his Judgments from thee, which certainly rhou art drawing down 
upon thy own head, by thoſe-unclean abominations-which Mill live and abide 
within thee 5 and though the Revolution be come about, yet thou doſt nor 
learn Righteouſneſs, neither makeſt thy wayes and doings good before the 
Lord thou reapeſt little profirby all that hath come upon thee, and paſſed 
through thee in theſe late years of cthy-Calamity, thou haſt had ſufficient 
tryal of manand his way, and if cthoa doſt but mind in ſoberneſs, thou mayeſt 
ſee what the end of ic js, arid whither,” and into what it all turns. This may 
be a #/arning unto thee, O England, for everplacing thy Faith in man's Wif- 
dome any more;-for thou haſt been long a deceived Nation, and che Lord hat 
largely opened his love to thee, that'thou mighreſt have been andeceived, 
and not to have placed thy confidence ſo much in man, but that thou mighteſt 
have turned unto the power of God;-and placed thy confidence in it, but thoty! 
haſt kickt as a wild Heifer that 'would not come to the yoke, and didft 
not regard the faithful MESSAGES that in thee hath been ſounded 
forth. 

Therefore, O ENGLAND ! Turn, Fear, and Obeyin this thy day whilſt 
the viſitation reaches thee, and mind the Teachings of God, and hearken to his 
Reproof, that thy Faith may ſtand in fiis Power, and .no more in the Wiſ- 
dome 9f men, that thy coafidence may be placed in God, and not in thearm 
of fleſh, - '\ GY Tho os | 

oh ENGLAND! down into the duſt with ſpeed, and be humbled, for the 
day haſtens:over, and' night comes on apace, in which 4artnefs will be hy 
covering, -and WO and MISERY thy portion, except thon ſpeedily repent z 
then ſhalt thou know that God hath'raiſed up #we Prophets in 1ſrael this day, 
who run in obedience tohis movings to do thee good, and labour in thee to 
bring thee to repentance, that thou mayeſt eſcape*the judgment from which 
no mancan-hide thee, or prevent it from comniing upon thee if thou go on ih” 
Rebellion.againſt the Almighty God, Pe OSOLLY 7 Ol, 
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Therefore all RULERS, TEACHERS and PEOPLE, dread 
the Mighty God , and bow before the Moſt High, and anco Him turn with 
ſpeed, andjoyn to his Spirit that is manifeſt in your own Conſcience, and 
make your ways and doings good therein, love mercy, do. juſtly, and walk 
humbly before the Lord, who reſpe&s no perſons in judgment, And this is 
a faithful warning utito thee, O England, with all chy Rulers and Teachers, 
and all ſorts and fects of people whatſoever that inhabit within thy borders, 
and now haye their dav in thee, that all may turn to the Light of Chriſt in 
their own conſcience, and that none may neglect it any longer, but tura to it 
ſpeedily, thar in ic they may obtain mercy before he ſtrike in jadgmeat, whoſe 
evertſling Power rulech over all che Kingdoms of the world, 


—_— 
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Something concerning our PRINCIPLE, and what they are. 


OO PRINCIPLE is FESUS CHRIST, the LIGHT of the World, that doth 
enlighten every man that comes into the World, itis the free gift of God 
unto every,man placed in his Conſcience, to be a witneſs for God , it ſhews 


unto man.all his thoughts, words and:deeds, and makes chem manifeſt whecher * 


they be good or evill : when man joyneth unto evil ia thought, word or deed, 
the Light reproves him in his own Conſcience, and (mites him in judgmenc 
for Tranſgreſſion; the Light (peaks near unto every man, and calls the 
workers of Iniquity to Repentance, and to abſtain from evil, ir doth noc 
conſent to any evil thing which in mans heart ariſes, bur ſecretly reproves itz 
if any intent ariſe that is not brought forth, it ſearcherh ic out and makes it 
manifeſt, and brings it toa diſcovery that it may be (een of what ſort it is, ic 
brings man into a (enfiblene(s of his preſent ſtate z the Light ſhews him whe- 
ther he be a Drunkard, a Swearer, a Lyar; an Envious man, or whatever ic 
be that ariſeth from the Darkneſs, it.is made manifeſt by the Light,if any thing 
lodge never ſo ſecretly it finds it out 3 if there be an intent to Steal, or to 
Defraud, or to Lie, or Anger, or Envy,, or Pride, or Evil-will lodge in the 
heart of man, and none can accuſe him for any of them, yer the Light finds 
out (ach things, and judges man, and reproves him in his own Conſcience for 
chem , the Light hath no Communion with Darkneſs, nor fellowſhip wich 
aaonagſa, bur ſtands in man, a witneſs againſt man, that unto any 
evil thing is joyned, 


And thisis {omerhing of our P RI.NCIPLE according to the Scriptures * 


of Truth, 
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' Something concerning the Operation of the LIGHT in all that obey. 


T He LIGHT is given for 8 Leader, 4nd to be Salvation wnto the Ends of the 
Earth, in all that believe ; as the Light is minded and obeyed, it leads 
out of the Evil that it teſtifies againſt; when it reptoves for Lying, chen 
being mindedand the Reproof turned unto and obeyed, it' will lead our of 
Lyiag, and learn every man to ſpeak Truth to his Neighbour, or whatever 
+ it 1s that man is.driven igto through the Fall, and hath taken up'a: life in ir, 
the Light bears witneſs againſt ir, which being curned unco and _— 
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l2ads out-of it, and leads unto that which is good, and it places Gods fear 
inthe heart of man, and brings him to depart trom the Evil, and then 
he comes to the thing that is good in the Leadmps of the Light, and fo 
man comes out of Anger and Envy, into Meeknefs and Love, 'and- is led 
, from all the Works of che Fleſh that be evil, unto God who is the chiefeſt 
g00d 3 and this is the work of Chrift, the Power ot God unto Salvation ; 
he comes into the World and reproves the World ; he. leaves the 
World again, and ſaves out of it all that obey and follow him, Sohe makes 
manifeſt all things that be evil, and-he leads out of them, and ſaves from 
them as obedience is given to himz Soa Drunkard turning to the Light, 
when it reproves bim tor Drunkenneſs, and yielding obedience to it; it 
leads him out of Drunkenneſs into Soberneſs, and delivers him.from un« 
der the power of Satar, who hath him Captive at his will; and ſo the 
Light makes all things manifeſt, and as it is obeyed it leads out of all Evil, 
both in thought, word and deed; and places true judgement upcn all 
.Evilthings, and brings chem all to the death of the Croſs, and flayes the 
Enmity, and makes all ſubject to its power, cutting down the Man of Sio, 
and Crucifying the Fleſh, with all the AfﬀeCtions and Luſts of ity and 
ſo the old Man dies with all his corruptible deads, and inthe Judgement 15 
buried down; and the new Man is raiſed, which atter God is createdin 
Kighteorifneſs; and foa holy Birth is born through che Operation of the 
Power of the Light, in which the ſpirit of the mind is renewed, and Sou] 
and Body ſanCtified,anid the Conſcience purged from all dead works; and 
thus all o/d things is put off, and all things are wade zew, in the work of 
Regene-ation, in which anew birth 1s raiſed, that abides inthe: Fathers 
Houſe, and feeds upon' bread of Life. Ny \ 316 
And this is ſomething of the Operation of the Lzght,in all that do.obey 
according to the'Scripturee, Qty. did 
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Something concerning our PRACTICE, and ouy walking therein, 


E meet together as we are moved of the Lord, and wait upon him 

\ y in his Fear, and are ſubject to the Power of his Spirit, that is ma- 
nifelt i» #5, andin the meaſure ot the Spirit which we receive of God, we 
worſhip bim, and in the tervency of the Spirit we ſerve him, and as he 
moves upon any who.in-his Fear waits upon him, and opens in them the 
word of Eternal Life, and givesa Word to miniſter in due ſeaſon, and 
atterance to dec}are itinthe power of his own Spirit 3 ſo we Miniſter one to 
another in the gift of Gods Spirit, and are thereby Edified ayd Comfor- 
red 0ae in another 3 and ſo our Preachipg. ſtapds not ip the inticiog words 
vvhich mans Wiſdom teacheth;; but in the Spirits Demonſtratioa and.in 
Powerzand'this is the Goſpel which we freely receive from,God,apd freely 
Preach in'his owa Power.” al | | 1h 2572 >o7 wel 
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And this is ſomething of our Pra@ice,. and our walkipgtheecin cxord- 
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And thus do we own what ſtands inthe Truth, and is brought forth in 
the Spirit of Truth,and ag20v with the Scriptures of Truth, and bath 
itsRootin the Love and Meekneſs, Gentleneſs and Patience, that 
weown and dearly love in whomſoever it doth appear, 


WW E own MAGISTRACY that ſtands inthe Power of God, and exe- 
cutes true Fugdment within the Gates, cutting down $in and Evil- 
doers, and ſettivg up Righteouſneſs, and thoſe that walk thereis. | 
We own MINISTERS who are made of God,and ſent forth in his Living 
Pewer, and Preaches freely as they receive, and labours to gather People 
»nto the Power of God. 
We own WORSHIP is the ſpirit and in the Truth, which wakes all fleſh 
#bjet, | 
4 We own the CHURCH which is in God, of which Jeſus Chriſt is AEAD 
and KING. 

We own SINGING # the ſpirit, which gives the Pſalm, and ax nnder- 
ſtanding to Sing it, and the Melody is made in the Heart unto the 
Lord; 

We own PRAYER that 3s made in the Spirit, which teaches how to Pray, 
and what to Pray for, and makes Requeit unto God according to his 
Will. 

We owns BAPTISM in the Spirit, by 'which all are Baptiſed into one 
Body. 

Theſ e with many other things which is true according to the Scriptures, 
we own and dearly love, with all that walk in the pradice of them, being 
guided thereunto by the Spirit of Truth, in the power of which we are con- 
ſtrained to teftifie unto the Truth as we know it in Feſus; and theſe things 
which God hath opened unto us, and thepradtice of them, and in what they 
are to be performed unto him, we dare not deny in the prafiice of it, weither 
can we beſnbje@ unto any Traditions for Conſcience ſake. 
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Something that we cannot own for Conſcience ſake, being found contra- 
ry to the-Scriptures, 


V E cannot own ENGLANDS WORSHIP, nor joyn with it, becauſe 
it is ſet up by Tradition, and not after Chriſt, 

We cannot own ENGLANDS CHURCH to bethe Church of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe it hath been fet up in the night of Apoſtacy, and is but the VVork 
of Mens hands, and found amongſt the many Inventions, 

VVe cannot own ENGLADS MINISTERS tobe the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
becauſe they walk contrary to him in all things, & are not endued with his 
ow nor made Miniſters in that 3 but are made at School; and Colledges 

y natural Arts and Languages, and ſo ſpeak things they know not tor 
ann Laoer fake, making their Belly their God, and Sues and Impriſons, 
and Perfecutesfuch as cannot put into their mouths, Nt. 

We cannot own ſuch a MINISTERT, nor for Conſcience fake joyn 
with them, or any way help to mantain them, becauſe they ut contrary 
co Chriſts Miniſters, who themſelves were perſecuted, but never perſecu- 
tedany, or ſued people at Law for VVages : VVe cannot for ay 

ake 
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ſake pay unto any,whether Prieſt or 7mpropiator,the Tenth part of our In * 
creaſe, which is called Tyths 3 becaute the Lord freely gives it unto us 
and he doth not Command us to give it to any others and krowing that 
Prieſthood to be changed, who had a Maintenance out of the Tyths: YVe 
alſo know that of — the Law muſt be changed, and of this we are 
convinced by the manifeſtation of his Light, who hath ch:pged both that 
Prieſthood and Law, and is become the End of the Law forRighteouſneſs 
unto us that do believe; and we are alſo convinced of the Unjuſtneſs of 
it upon what account ſoever it is claimed, whether unto a Miniſter, as gi- 
ven unto him by a Law; or an Impropriator, as a Purchaſe, and aſſured 
unto him by a Law, | 
VVe cannot own that Z4to be juſt or equal, which compels us to give 
or ſes ont, contrary toour freedoin, unto another man, axy part of that 
which the Lord freely gives wnto 5; or elle gives him power to ſue and Ins- 
priſon ws,/ and to keep in priſon x#til death, as ſume of late have been, or 
elle give triple dammage, & power to diſtrain for it,& driven away Goods 
and ſell them, and make ſpoil and havock of them, to the impoveriſhing 
and weakening the outward Eſtatesof many tender People in this Nation 
of England, within theſe late years; in which timethere hath been many 
fair promiſes made for LIBEKTTof CONSCIENCE, but Perſecution was 
never ſtayed, nor Cruelty ſtopped z but unreaſonable men executed their 
own V Vills upon many tender Conſciences, and made a prey upon them 
notwithſtanding all fair promiſes; And thefe things we cannor own or con- 
form unto, being found contrary to the Scriptures, and to the Saints Life 
and Prattice, though log they were pleaded for to be right according to 
the Scriptures: But the DAT is ſprung, and the LIGHT now ſhines itt 
ENGL AND, that hath declared them and their Root, and they are of the 
POPES Invention, and by his powerſet]ed in ENGLAND in the midnight 
of Apoltacy , and now they cannot be proved a lawful thing by the Scrip- 


tureeither to Prieſt or upronaney They plead them right by the Na« 


tions Law,and ſotakes us to be Tranſgreffors of the Law, vyhen vve ne- 
yer reſiſted the Lavv, but alwayes ſubmitted to it by, a patient Suffering 
under it, for a Teftimony againſt it, with all ſuch as Exercife Cruelty bg. ir, 
VVecannot own that which they call SER MONS,neither can we joyn in 
that praftice z becauſe tney make SEK MONS by their natural Arts and hu- 
mane Inventions, which they; have {tudied af 8thools&Colledger,& then by 
their Art they divide a portionof Scripture, which they call their TEXT, 
and raiſe DOCTRINES,and make Uſes and Arguments in ſuch like thi 
as by their Art they make 3 and ſo their Preaching ſtands in the Wifdom 
of man, and not inthe power of God. : 
YVe cannot own their $1NGING Davids Words iz afetye, nor joynin 
that praQtice 3 becauſe it ſtands a the many Toventions; in 
which people ſatisfie their vain minds in Sivging Davids VVords our of 
Davids Condition, which is to Sing Lies in Hypocrifie, when David raared 
all the day, and at night watered his Couch with his tears5 and they yiei- 
ther roar nor weep, but are Singing ; they do not Sing with an Wider. 
ſtanding. ER Ie SS: NSF —_ . 
We cannot own their S$PRINXLING INF ANTS with Vater,” abd cal. 
liog it Baptiſm 3 nor joyn in that praQice, becauſe it ſands in the ma 


Inventions, to bring alittle Child tnto their regation, and have'rer- 
tain People comeup with it, where they havea little Water, and call thoſe 
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People GOD-FATHERS and GOD-MOTHER'S, and put it upon them 
to confeſs a Faith on the Child's behalf; and to promile for the Child, 
————That it ſhall forſake the Devil and all his Works, and keep Gods ho- 
ly Will and Commandments---- with ſuch like things, _ and then ſprinkle a 
little Y/Yater in its face, and ſay, they baptize it into the Congregation of 
Chriſt's Churchy and when the Child grows up, it runs inthe Vanity and the 
Pomp of the World, which is the Devils Work, and ſo neither keeps 
Gods holy Will nor Commandments, which they promiſed on its behalf 
that it ſhould keep: And we cannot own this practice, knowing that the 
living God is without beginning of dayes, or end of time, and hath nei- 
ther Father or Mother; and they blaſpheme the Lord and his Name, 
who give ſuch names unto the Creature; And there is none that can forſake 
the Devil and all his Works, bur as they come #0 the Light of Chriſt mani- 
feſt in them, that doth diſcover what the Devils Works are,and gives pow- 
er over them, and leads out of them all that in it do believe, 

ecannot own Made PRATERS,. and Reading them over ina Book, 
or any other formal way z we cannot joyn with that praQice, orthoſe that 
pray after that manner cauſe it ſtands among(t the Inventions, and is 
not performed in the Spirit of Truth, that onely hath acceſs tro Gud, and 
makes Requelt accordingto.his Will, 

Wecannot RESPECT PERSONS, of what quality ſoever they may be 
reputed , becauſe they that reſpec? perſons commit ſin. We cannot put 
off our Hats, asin honour to the Perſon of any man, or give him any flar- 
tering Titles: for our Subjection 1s to the Power of GOD 3 and all Men in 
that we honour, not with putting off the Hat, and bowing the Knee which 
is the honour below 3 but in Uprightneſs of our hearts before the Lord we 
truely honour all Men 1n his Power, | 

We cannot ſpeak any other language but THOU to any ſingle perſon, 
which is*the language of Truth unto him, and according to the Scriptures 
of Truth; aad that which cannot receive it, is proud fleſh ; which we 
cannot ſatisfie, but ſpeak Truth toevery man, without aay reſpect to his 
perſon. 

We cannot own the WORLDS CUSTO MS whichthey runinto, and an- 
ſwer one another in, when they meet one with another, or paſhingby one 
another, ſaying, Good Morrow,or Good Even,or Good\Day,or Good night 5 
and this they have got in the Cuſtom, not under{tanding what they-ſpeak 3 
but if the Cuſtom ofic be but obſerved, and the words be ſpoken, they are 
pleaſed and ſatisfied, when they know not that which made the Evening 
and the Morning good; Sounto them neither Morning nor Evening, nor 


Day nor Night is good, not dwelling in God's Power that made all things 


go89e So its but words in Cuſtom which fallen man, that abides in.the 
vil, uſes one to another; which Cuſtom we cannot own, neither dare we 
obſerve to dg ip unto any People,upon the Earth.And this is the great cauſe 
we bear ſo many Reproaches from Ignorant People, who are in-darkneſs, 
and know nothing beyond their Cuſtoms 3, becauſe we dare not ſpeak þut 


in the:Wiſdomot.God, which gives us words toſpeak in due ſeaſon. 


Theſe things here mentioned, with much: more that is obſerved in the 


Cuſtoms and, Worlhipat the: World, . Ye cannot own, nor joyn withall, 
for.ng.other cauſe butzgnly for Conſcience ſake,being convinced of the Evil 


,0T, 
of them; 8 being redeemes by the Power of God from amongtiqhem, we 


cannot 
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cannot return again to obſerve them, or to come under the power of them: 
for, we have weighed them, and find them to be our of the Truth, and con- 
trary to the Scriptures of Truth; and who will ſearch the Scriptures, and 
wait in the Light to underſtand them, may certainly know that gurTeſti- 
mony agrees with ther; and what we are led to witneſs for, or teſtifie a- 
oainſt, we find the Anſwer of a good Conſcience in it, and Peace with God, 
which is our Joy and Crown of Rejoycing, 


And if any ſober People deſire any further ſatisfattion concerning us, we are 
ready in the Power of God, to give 4 Reaſon unto any that asks us 4 Queſtion 
of the Hope that is in us in meekneſs and fear. 
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TO THE 


Preſent Authority 


| OR 
Heads of the Nation of England. 


This among others is my Teſtimony which for the Lord is given, as well to 
them that were in Authority, as to the ſuffering Seed which bath layen under and 
ſuffered hitherto by both thoſe Powers. 


Smitethe Leviathan O Lord that ſporteth in the Sea, he who is King over all the Childrey 
of Pride; put thy hook, in his noſtrils, and do thou hruiſe his head, eternal God of 


Power. 
* 


Rejoyce O Daughter of Sion, and be exceeding g'ad, yea let it be told her, thy King cometh 
unto-thee, meek, ſutting upon an afſe, and acoit the fule of an afſe, of whom the Pro- 
phets and holy men of God have foretold. 


Which in time paſt were not a people, (but a few years paſt) but now are the people of God, 
called out of darkneſs into his marvellous Light, that ye might ſhew forth the high praiſes 
of him that hath called you, 


England and the Dominions thereof, which hath largely appeared in 

that he hath ſpared it, though a treacherous Nation, a rebellious and 

 backſliding people , yet mercy hath been ſhewed towards all , O the 

height, and length, and breadth, and depth of the love of God ! how un- 
ſearchable are thy wayes, and thy works paſt finding our ! 

I. And firſt towards Thee and You that are in AUTHORITY hath this 
mercy been,ſhewed, That the Lord hath brought thee in, ſpared thy life, 
and given thee another day totry thee, and not (hut thee our for ever, fo thar, 
mayeſt not thou and you ſay that have been partakers of this mercy, Ir is of 
the Lords mercy that we are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions faile 
not © LZamen. 3. 22. Therefore beware of forgetting his mercy, and that 
your hearts be not hardened through the deceicfulneſle of fin, and chat ou 
rurn not from his grace into wantonneſle, nor walk deſpightfully againſt him, 
or his people. | 

2. He hath brought a day of Adverſity upon many, becauſe ef backſliding 
and hardneſſe of heart, which alfo is in mercy to make them to conſider, in 
the day of adverfity to conſider, (Fccl. 7, 14.) which in the day of proſperity 
they would not do, but having poſſeſt themſelves of the ſeats of others, ſate 
at eaſe in the fleſh, and proved unfaithful co the Lord and his people, having 
provoked the holy One of 1ſyael againſtthem, and have broken COY ENANT 
both with GoD and MAN, that they may in the day of their adverſity re- 
member what in the day of proſperity they eafily forgat. | 

3+ Andas he led 1ſrael of old by a.right way to a City of habicacion through 
a land of drought and pits to prove them and try them, and ſo far hath the 

Lord 


'Fi Bowells of the Father of mercies hath been felt in this Nation of 
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Lord brought = pan now, his choſen ones whom he hath called, that the 
powers of darkneſle (hall never overtake you, nor reach beyond you for his 
mercy endureth forever, Buthe will prove you and try you that hath bounded 
the Sea, that it could not overwhelme, and by his own arm hath kept through 
rhe mighty waters that they have not prevailed, that you might-know who 
hath done theſe things for you ; and when he [hall putely have purged away 
thy droſſe, and taken away ali thy tin, then will he reſtore thee Fudges as at 


. the firit, and Counſellers as at the beginning, (lia. 1.25, 26:) 7 woe in and 


out before the people to give righteous Fudgment z, men of Courage, fearing God 
and hating Covetouſneſſe. So that ſriends the day of his purifying and purging 
muſt be known, therefore abide it, and be not diſquiered nor troubled in 
your minds; And the day of his purifying is come, for the Lord is equal in 
all his wayes, and juſt and righteous in all his doings: And where Tribulation 
hath or (hall abound, Conſolation ſhall abound much more, and where much 
Mercy and favour from the Lord hath been ſhewed , much Hamility and 
thankfulneſs will be required, which is that rhe Life may praiſe him, $6 
England hath its day of Mercy, its day of Tryal, totry all, that all mightbe 
ſeea what fpirits they are of z otherwiſe know that you to whom this large 
Me:cy hath been reached, and have ſo largely partaken thereof, which 
called for the depth of humility, and the greateſt return of thankfulneſle ; 
1 ſay othexwiſe will come upon You the depth of miſery, and che greateſt 
horror and anguiſh will come upon you as upon-any people, 

T herefore ye Rulers dread Gods mighty power, who have now your day 
of Proſperity : ſerve the Lord with feaz, and rejoyce before him with crem- 
bling, Kifle the Son, and bow unto him who hath enlightned you , for if his 
wrath be kindled, yea bur alittle, happy then will they be ſeen to be who put 


- theirtruſt in him, whoſe light inthe conſcience convinceth of fin and evil, 


and ſhews you all that ever you have done, the hard ſpeeches that you bave 
ſpoken, the evil ations you have aed, the vain tlioughts you think, this is 
the CYRIST, the Saviour of the World, the LIGHT which ſheweth you in 
that ſtare you are not fafe, which if you turn co the Light and own it, that 
will lead you ro Chriſt the ſalvation wherein your ſafety is, therefore believe 
ia the LIGHT, believe in the LORD FESYS CHRIST that you may be ſafe, 
when«he overflowing ſcourge ſhall come upon the World, the wicked ind 
ungodly to (weep them all away. Now that is a meaſure of him inyou all 
that (heweth you all theſe things, which if you love it, you love Chriſt from 
whence it comes, but hating the Lighr, and walking contrary unto it, you 
hate Chriſt who hath enlightned you, and thar Light will be your condem- 
nation, which would have reſtored and healed and helped you abiding in it, 
and loving, and opened unto you the Miſtery to have know Chriſt within the 
hope of glory; for all things that are reproved, are reproved by the Light, 
and whatſoever maketh manifeſt is LIGHT, So give not thy ſtrength to 
thine enemy, but eye the Lord thy mind turned co his Light, his purpoſe, 
his mind, his will congerning thee, that thou mayeſt anſwer it and be eſta- 
bliſhed, and not to reſiſt leaſt thou be overturned, for thy breath is in thy 
noſtrils, and thou art but a mortal man; but'mind the Lord God and his 
everlaſting Truth, his Light to lead thee, and counſel to dire& thee, leſt 
thou ſtumble and fall and be broken, for much and large mercy hath been . 
thew'd to thee, and you all, therefore rake heed that you abuſe nothis mercy, 
nor reject his Counſel, bat ſhew mercy unty others; and as you would oo 
| the 
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Father of mercies forgive you ſo in like manner do you forgive them that haye 
oftended you,or treſpaſſed againſt you, for there kath a cry rua through the earth 


to the Lord for forgiveneſſe to the people, and to ſpare the Nation,aud the Lord | 


for his own Seed ſake hath ſpared and nor deſtroyed : ought you not-to be one 
with the Lord in his work, gracious, merciful, loag-ſuffering, ready to for- 
give: Now if you hearken to the Light, to Chriſt the mighty Counſellor, 
his Light will lead you to perform tys will, wherein your latety is, and nor 
to at or doe anything coatrary to it, to be ready to forgive, and not to (eek 
revenge, but. to leave that unto the Lord, for being kept to the light of 
Chriſt in you, you will be kept in a ſenſiblene(s of your low eſtate, and of 
Gods mercy toward you that hath (pared you and not cut you oft, but lets you 
have another day to try you, and the Light you keeping your minds to ir, 
wherewith Chriſt hath enlightned you, who light: th every man that comerh 
into the world, hearkening to ic will keep you low, humble and ſenſible, 
obeying itz For the deeper and larger that Guds mercy hath been towards 
you the deeper will be your miſery if you 1e{:|: ir, and neglect (© great (al. 
vation, but the Light hearkening to it and obeying it,w:ll break your hearts, 
and melt you down into the love of God, wherein he hath and is manifeſting 
himſelf unto you: Thereſore prize your time and paſs not over the day of 
your Vilitacion and Salvation, and when yon have done all that you can, if 
you goon ſtubborn to reſiſt the Light, refaſt the Power of God, you cannot 
change the purpoſe of the Lord God, not alter the thing that hath gone our of 
his mouth; whoſe purpoſe is to exalt his Son over all, Righteouſneſle over all, 
Truth over all, whereinall iniquity muſt have its mouth ſtoprt, which is the 
work of his day, that Chriſt the Head, the true Light of the World, in all 
things might have the Preheminence, and not mortalman 3 who is King of 
Kings, Lord of Lords, of whoſe dominion there's no end, whoſe Right it is, 
Et le flean de Dieu ns peult empeſcher Ieuure de Dieu, God's Rod cannot hin- 
der his work.z For the beſt of men in the unconverted ſtate, nor turned anto 
God, is but a Rod, the Rod of Gods wrath, in the wrathful nature, unmor- 
tified, nabridled. Or as ſaith the prophet, the beſt of them is as a Bryer, the 
moſt upright is ſharper then a thorne hedge, Mic. 7.4. So read what you are, 
and what ſtate you are in, and what you are for in the wrathful nature, and nor 
come to the Light of the Lamb whichis meek and merciful in you. Agd the 
Rod of God cannot hinder the work of God this day wrought-in the hearts of 
his people, and which he is bringing to paſſe in che Earth, And chough God 
hath born and ſuffered long, and ſuffers many things yet3 Trades co fullfill the 
Luſts, and ſuch Places and Callings wherein the Sons of men yet ſtand, 
Obſervation of dayes, times and outward things, which the ſuffering Seed 
ſhall ariſe over all, who is riſen above all Principallities and Powers, which 
the chief Prieſt with their Guard, and carnal weapons cannor keep down, 
And behold he cometh, and is come that creates all things new, a new Hea- 
ven and a new Earth wherein dwelleth righteouſneſſe, which is the work the 
Lord is bringing to paſſe in the Earth, And this is theghiog that all people are 
to wait for,their minds turnedto the Light of Jeſus who hath enlightned chem, 
in righteouſneſle and true holinefſe. And this all ſober minded people may 
take notice of, that ſo they may come to ſerve the Lord in newneſle of 
Life, and not in the oldnefle of the letter. And the holy Ciry, only the 
holy Seed ſhall inhabit, where no unclean or unrighteous thing can 
enrers 
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For which Seeds ſake the Nation hath been ſpared and is not conſum'd 
which hath been rheinterceſſor towards the father forir, whoſe cry hath 
gone up, ſpare the Nation, forgive the people, and deſtroy it not, and the 
Lord God exceeding gracious and long-ſuffering, abundant in mercy and 
truth,hath hearkned and heard, and ſpared the Nation hitherto and not 
conſumed it, for the ſake of his own Seed, which otherwiſe had become 
as SODOM, and been like unto GOMORRAH, who inthe dayes of igno- 
rance ſuffered long, and 1a this day wherein Light and knowledgeis brok- 
en forth, is he ſeento be exceeding merciful, gracious, long-ſuffering, 
the ſame that ever was, the Rock ot ages, the righteous ſtrength and ſtay, 
a God glorious in holineſſe, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ; This is 
our God we haye waited for him, who led 1ſraelby a right way to a City 
oft habication, and deſtroyed SODOA, and the Cityes round about, which 
adulterated and abounded in pride, pleaſures and wantonnefle, in 
whom the number of them that wrought righteouſnaſs was not found 
which was ſought for, | |  - 

And ſothe Lord God, gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in mercy and 
truth, rather then he will deſtroy ENGL AND for his own Seed fake, the 
righteous Seed which he therein hath found, will again ſhake and over- 
turnthe HE ADs and RULERS, Prieſts and Sacrificers with whom his 
controverfie is, the Leaders of the People that have cauſed them to erre, 
and have cauſed the Nation to be in heaps. For the Lords controverſfie is 
with the Guides, the Rulers, the Teachers, and 1nſiru@ersin Nations, 
that have cauſed the people to goaſtray, and wandred out from the Light, 
wandered out from the power of God, and fountain of living mercies, 
who will make their name as'4 by-word and hiſfhng to all Nations, that 
(hill yet revolt though they have been ſmitten, and walk contrary to his 
Light and out of his Council, yea the Land (hall ſpue out her Inhabitants, 
thar all people may dread and fear his Name, and be one with him in his 
work, and not ſin againſt him, nor grieve his Spirit, nor it reſiſt, leſt the 
fire of his jealouſie break forth, who will arife to deliver his people, and 
bruiſe the head of the Leviathan that hath ſported in the Sea, and great 
things the Lord hath and bs bringing to paſs, the day ſhall declare ic, which 
he will haſten for his Ele&t ſake, And every beaſt ſhall be known in its 
kind, for man was made upright, but became as the beaſt that periſheth, 
and thence hath proceeded all that puſhing and thruſting at one andther 
with their horns, which in the beginning it was not ſoz and every tree ſhall 
be known by it's fruit : And now is the Axelaid unto the root of the tree, 
every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good truit is ro be hewen down 
and caſt into the fire, mark every tree,none excepted that is unfruirfull. 

So conſider where you are, or what you are,what fruit you have brought 
forth : Adam where art thou, and what haſt thou done? for every man 
ſhall be either bleſſed in his deed, or accurſed in his deed, a, or thing 
done 3 therefore he that doth truth bringeth. his deeds to the Light, that 
they may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in God, but every one 
that dothevil hateth the Light, neither cometh to the. Light, leſt his 
deeds ſhould be reproved. Sothat the Lord hath waited, and doth wait 
| to ſee what fruit will be brought forth, and when the frait is ſeen,” then 

will the power either haveunity with it or deny it, and will ſtir againſt the 
,unfruitfall works of darkneſfe, eitherin Son or Daughter, Male or Female 
which it can haveno unicy or feHlowfhip withall, the Light's power cannot 
G g which 
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whichis pure, nor them that are in it, but rather reprave them, and. give 
warning of what they ſee in the Light 1s approaching, going on in, ſuch/a 
ſtateout of the Light and contrary to it, which Lightis true and now ſhine- 
eth, glory be unto the Lord for evermore, and brings toa true diſcerning z 
an Faith Chriſt who is the Light, ye ſba/l know them by their fruits, 

And ſo take heed of ſeting up that which the Power hath (tirced againſt, 
or doth ſtir againlt, leſt you provoke him to build up that which God hath 
thrown down, and will throw down, what is it but tobring your work 
iato confuſion? Hath nor the Almighty Arme thrown down them 
that Lorded it over mens faith, and over their conſcjences, 
and will you now ſet them up? and likewiſe ſtained the glory of. thole 
Maſtering Prieſts that are called of men Maſter, bear rule by their 
means, and hold up the horrible filthy thing committed in the Land, that 
the gloxy of his only begotten may appear full of grace and truth, who 
faith; learn of me, he doth not ſay gotothem that teach for hire, and di- 
vine for money, nor follow them that prepheſic fi)lly, and bear rule by their 
me4's, that cry Peace Peace unto people while they put tato their mouths; 
bat if they once come to with-hold, or can no longer ho!d them up, then 
preſently to maxe War againſt them. TS 

"Therefore to hold up ſuch which the pure Spicit of God hath cryed 
down,will but bring your work into conſuſjor., which are out of the.Chriilti- 
an lite, for they. did not exerciſe Lordſhip and Authority one over ancther z 
the true Chriſtians did not, but the Heathen that knew not God, And 
the Apoſtles, the Diſciples, and true Miniſters of Chriſt were not called 
Maſters, but were Servants, and a Mipiſter is a Servant ; and [aid Chriſt, 
be nat ye called of men Maſter, for oneis your Maſter, who cryed againſt 
tham that were called of men Maſter, have the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts, 
chiet ſeats in the Synagogues, and greetings in the Afurkets, and loved 
to be called of men K ABBI, Father, and Msſter, Chrilt cryed woe againlt 
ſuch, as'you may read Math. 23. And his Sheep hear his Voyce, who hath 
enlightned them, and cannot follow hireling, nor ſtranger, e&c, There- 
fore take heed what you doe, leſt the Lord bring your work into confuſion. 
For to ſet up one fort of people and throw down another, is not the way to 
be eſtabliſhed, bat to ſet up truth and righteouſneſle, and throw down op- 
; preſſion, iniquity, deceit and filthineſie.in any, which keeping to the righ- 
teous Law of God written in the heart toanſwer it, will lead thee toexalc 
righteouſneſle,and that will exalt thee, ſo thar thou mayelt anſwer that of 


God in every man, and that is the way toſtill, and cool, and lay the heats | 


and buſliogs in peoples minds, For not anſwering the witneſle of God in 
people, many temptations are put upon them, to lye, to flatter, to deceive, 
aad ſo are careleſle to anſwer thy a& or thing done, or as their own word 
is, make no Conſcience of the thing, becauſe it doth not anſwer that of 
God in the Conſcience which layes all, and quiets all, and he that finneth 
againſt the Light in his owa Conſcience and refiſteth ir, finnech againſt 
God, and whoſoever reſiſteth ſhall receive to himſelf damnation, 

T herefore have God on thy fide, and his Trath, then thou need not 
_ matter whothere be againſt thee; and be one with his witneſle in all, 

ler that be for thee, and do thou anſwer it,and ſothou wilt haye a friend in 
every ones houſe. Butifthe Lord be againſt thee, and his witnelfle be 
turned againſt thee, who is there that can help thee ? Therefore (ſtand in 
the counſell of God, obey his Light, and that will lead chee and you, o- 


ther- 
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therwiſe your work will run into confolion; yeamy ſoul pities you, and 1 
am grieved to ſee what will follow if you diſobey and harden your hearts, 
and turn not to him that ſmites you, even blackneſle, and datkneſſe,.and 
confuſion: for aſſuredly dreadfull will your condition be who withſtand 
the day of your tender viſitation, ayd proveunyworthy of the large mer 
of the Lord that hath been ſhewed towagds you, for by fire arid by ſwerd 
will the Lord plead with all fleſh, and by a skilfull people ' hath 'ahd 
doth the Lord plead wich them that, went before; and by a'fierce people 
will he plead with them that follow after,that ſhallrejef his coanſell, and 
diſobey the, Light wherewith he bath. enlightened them, 0! 

And wholoeyer ſhall draw back from the truth of God made manifeſt 
in them, or prove deceitfull tothe Witnefs of Godin themfelves, havitig 
aneye towards you, and fo ſettle agatg upos thew*' old Lees, their latter 
end will be worſe then their beginning, and a day'of weeping, howling, 
and lamentation will be their Portion from the Lord, 1 
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Poured forth through the 
HORN «SALVATION, 
J 


And is | 


Freely ſent abroad to ſearch the Wounded Spirits, and torelieye the 
weak and feeble Travellers. 


| Hereis a Day of ſore T ravel into which many come after their faces 
| be turned towardsthe Lord; and many have theret/walked in 
ſore pain, and have been tofled and driven about if ttiach weari- 
neiſe,that they have been brought into fach feeblenefſ&and weak- 

neſſe, as hath cauſed them to fit down in deep mourning, aod 'bitter La- 
mentation, and in that time of weaknefle and:wearineſle the'thery hath 
ſtrongly wrought to draw them into Deſperation, and ſo eatfe them to 
ceaſe from hoping 3 and as the light, hath opened-and brovght"up rBeir 
ſins betore them, and the ſtroke of the Lord hath been upon them, and 
biz hand correCting them, then hath the Enemy as a deceitfal- worker been 
near to preſent the greatneſle of their fins unto them, arid wheri they Have 
ſo appeared, and they haveſeen them ſtand up as a mountain'before them, 
and allo the multitude of them compaſſing about their heels, then hath 
the Encmy laboured to beget a perſwaſion in them of the j offibiliy of 
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ever ms gen them, orto be ſet free from then, and in this perſwaſjon 
he hath ſuok them, and caſtthem into the depth of Sorrow z and then had 
told them, that they have ſinned beyond mercy, and there hath he bound 
down their bands that they have not been able tolifrthem up! towards the 
Mercy Seat 3 and when ſome breathings have gone forth'that panted 
alter the Mercy and could not livg withoutit, his Dominion hath been 0- 
ver it, and he bath preſently quenched it, and hath told them that Mercy 
could not be their portion, neither was it to any purpoſe for them to wair 
for it, or to have any expettation after itz and unto this dark perſwaſion 
did many tender people encline, and when the Enemy had entered them 
withic, then he caſt them upon a bed of Sorrow, Grief and Pain, where 
they have roared for the very diſquietneſle of their hearts, and they have 
looked at themſelves to be the woxſt of people, and none whoſe condition 
| wasſo bad as theirs, andin the depth of this miſery their lives have been 
a burden to them, and they have been weary of their lives, then hath he 
caſt out a flood of Violence towards them, and ſtropgly tempted them 
to ſhorten their dayes, by deſtroying their own lives, and hath told them 
their dayes were but pain and grief, and it would be better for them to 
cut their dayes ſhort, than toprolong them in ſuch miſery and ſorrow,and 
in this ſtate they have been in the mid({t of flames, and the very terrour of 
Hell hath been upon them, and in the belly of it they have been cloſed, 
and there have cryed and roared without ceaſing, their Torment hath 
been ſo exceeding great upon them .and as thecry hath riſen, and the 
breathings of it gone unto the Lord, Even ſo hath his Ear been open, 
and from his dwelling place he hath heard, and with his ſecret hand in 
the bottome he hath ſupported them, ſo that they have not ſunk though 
the Enemy hath wrought in his fury, and though httle acquaiotance there 
hath been with that which hath ſupported, yer it hath cauſed many times 
a little taith to ſpring, and a ſmall hope to ariſe, whereby they have been 
kept and havenot fainted ; then there hath bean a (imple breathing after 
the Lord, and alittle truſt in him, that he would nor utterly caſt off, bur 
that he would ariſe in his mercy, and giye them ſtrength to overcome z 
and that he would deliver them out of that deep miſery whereio they 
were plunging, and in this cry and ſimple breathing after the God cf 
Mercy, thelittle Faith and Hope hath received ſome ſtrength, and hath 
been (till ſpringing, and ſecretly working underneath for freedom, which 
the Enemy perceiving, and knowing that he could not prevail againſt it, 
but that ic would overturn him, if he kept that ground, he in his ſubtilty 
hath preſently changed his appearance, and hath let fall his Temptation 
unto Deſperation and Deſtruction, and like a deceitful worker hath come 
upon thein to draw them forth to look after ſomthing that might comforr 
-them; and being in ſore diſtreſle and miſery, there hath been a readineſs 
to joynh unto that which might tender any comfort, and to purſue thar 
Stream with eagerneſſe; ſothat ſuddenly he hath got their minds abroad, 
and then bath preſented the beauty of Profeſſions, with the Excellency 
of Preaching, and Praying, and Family Duties, and alſo many faithful 
Promiſes, which in the Scriptures they might behold and ſee, which 
would be:comfortable unto their preſent conditions, & then hath he 
wrought a perſwaſion in their minds, that by diligently attending theſe 
things, and waiting in them as means, there would be comfort found 
and 


UMI 


1 660 through. the Hornof Salyarion. — 17 


and ſtrength given, and they would thereby come to obtain joy, for the day of 
their long mourning; & this ſeeming a fair thing unto the eye which was gota- 
broad, and alſo appeared tobe a pleaſant way, and nothing that they were to 
loſe or part withall to obtain ir, but to part with their miſery and come into ir 
for comfort,they preſently joyned, & with great diligence and carefulneſs ab- 
ſerved thoſe things which ſeemed molt excellent 5 and when the Hnemy had 
thus-far prevailed, and with his ſubcilty drawn the minds'into the things thax 
dq appear, then did he labour to cauſe them to ſuck'the breſt of it,8& pertwaded 
them that conſolation and ſatisfaction was in it, and here he hath driven them 
about with the divers and ſtrange doQrines which in his cunning craſtineſs he 
hath ſpread abroad, from which they have been drawing ſomthing, and have 
applied ic for healing, and ſo they have been taking words, and getting words 
and applying words, but have neglected the fountain of healing,and the Ene- 
my hath pexverted Preaching, and Praying, and Family Duties, and faithful 
Promiſes, and ſo have drawn the mind after the words, and to apply the words 
out of the power, and people haye committed the two great evils, in forſaking 
the vertue of the healing Fountain, and going after that which hath xo healing 
wertue init; and though they have long run after this ſtream, and have been 
applying it for healing, yet the wound is not cured, nor that ſatisfied which 
cried inthe pain, but is ſtill in ſore travel though che enemy hath lift up the 
mind aboys itin a falſe joy through the conceitedneſs of remedy received, and 
under this which hath been applied for relief, the innocent crying life is 
mourning for want of relief, 

Oh! what Cryes, what Tears, what Sorrow, what Mourning, what Bit- 
terneſs, what Pain, what Anguiſh and Travel hath been upon thouſands 
how Mighty, how Powerful, how Dreadful and Terrible hach been the ap- 
pearance of the Lord God in this hisday, for the Redemption and freedome 
of his dear Seedz But how Sabcilly , how Deceufully, how Cunningly, 
how Craftily, and Wickedly hath the power of darkneſs wrought to keep it 
in bondage 3 ſo that when the Lord God hath brought people down with 
his correcting hand, how then hath the enemy wroughr co fink them into 
Deſperation, and when the Lord hath appeared for them in that ſtate, and 
by his ſecret hand underneath hath ſupported them, and hath been giving 
ſtrength to the little faith and hope char hath been quickned, which the 
Devil could not deſtroy, -how then hath he laboured co get away the mind 
from the hand that Correfted and Wounded, that they might not there 
abide, leaſt they ſhould be converted and healed, and thus hath he deceived 
by his cunning craftineſs, where he lies ſecretly lurking, and hath heguiled 
people with his falſe renders, and deceitful applications, and thereby hath 
betrayed their life, and ſtrangled'the pure breathiags of che lictle innocency 
that once was ſpringing and ſtriving after freedome, fo that the little Faith 
is gone and the Hope'is well nigh loft, and che pure Creatian yet lies in bon- 
dage, and travels in'pain until now , And this teſtimony hath a witneſs in 
the conſciences of many tender people this day, who have trayelled and been 
ſore pained and yet are not delivered but lie mourning, notwithſtanding they 
have diligently obſerved che deviſad ways of che old Serpent, and have not 
been (lack in running after the chiefeſt dorines that have iſſued forth from 


- the fountains of men, #id have allo been diligent to apply the choiſeſt of 


no healing medicine haye 
h they 


their ſtreams, but no cure have they found, nor 
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they yetreceived, neither have attained: to the reſt and peace that the Seed 
travels to inherit and poſſeſs, bur unto this day they are under the corteQ= 
ing hand of the Lord God, and feel his ſtroke upon. them that mauy times 
opens theic wounds afreſh, ſo that it isſharp for them to endure, and heavy 
for them to bear, and though they be lift, up and ſtand over the hand, yer 
doch it not ceaſe carreRting, but reaches unto them, and many times brings 
them down and makes their beauty ro conſume away, Oh ! dear eople of 
all names and profeſſions, whither have you run 2 And after what have you 
been ſeeking ? The cry hath been right, but your way bath been wrong, and 
the ſtroke of God yer purſues you and pierces your very hearts, and your Pain 
is yet within your bowels. Oh! you pierce him, you pierce him, and you 
muſt mourn becauſe of him , his innocency is ſore buithened, his pure life 
is preſſed, the treacherous enemy worketh above him, and he hath d1awn 
you into his deceiveable way, which cauſerh trouble yer to abide, upon you y 
Oh what have you been doing £ And for what have you been (pending your 
money £ You have laboured but have not reapedz you have 1un, but not 
obtained 3 you have ſought bur are not yet relieved z you have been betrayed 
by choſe you have truſted, and unskilful Phyſitians have had you under hand, 
they have not known your grief, ſo could not givea healing remedy z your 
trouble hath been Within, and they have drawn you to look for remedy 
Withour, and there have prolonged your days in the ſorrow, and your yeais 
in heavinels,” and yet pam is yet upon you, and you ate not eaſed, and your 
orief doth {tj]l abide, and you are not relieved. Now unto you all doth the 
bowels of love open, and true renderneſs flows forth to the deſolate in you, 
that it may be relieved and comforted, for it hath Jong been grieved and 
pained, and many of you have beenſore afflicted, and have not underſtood 
the ground ot your miſery, neither hath clearly known where to find a te» 
medy. This therefore is for your inforwation, that you may come to be 
ſenſible of your preſeat conditions, and ſo ſee what yoy are in your ſelves, and 
what you have.need of from another and before this you can know, you 
muſt come to the light of Chriſt in your own conſciences, and you muſt 
wait init, andthen will you ſee what you are, and your poverty and weak- 
neſs will be matle manifeſt uato you, and your weakneſs and miſerableneſs 
will be opened im your own hearts, and you will plainly fee chat of your 
ſelves you can. do nothing, but muſt forever lye in your miſery without the 
Lord appear for you in his mercy, and bring in healing to your wounded 
ſpirits, and this will bring you inte a true waiting for the appearance of Chriſt 
in you, that the wound whichis within you may in the healing vertue of the 
life of Chriſt be bound upand cured ; ſo will you feel the hand that (mites 
you,the ſame hand to bind you up, and the ſame hand that wounds you, the 
ſame hand to heal you , for as it bears the Rod for -Correftion, fo doth it 
alfo bear the Oyl for healing; forthe Lord wounds and he heals, he (mites, 
and he alſo binds up ; therefore do not thou fly from that which ſmites thee, 
bur fink down to it, and lye down under it, and it will take away that which 
it doth corre&t thee for, and purge out that which cauſeth thy wound and 
ſore afflition,. and keepeth thee in thy ſeparation from the Lord God So 
as thou feel'ſt thy wound within thee, and all thy trouble and pain, and 
grief robe there, thou muſt wait to feel the healing ſpring where the wound 
1s, and then will the healing reach it, and ſearch it to the bottom, and bring 
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out all the corruption before it, and work the cure perfeQly,* and make thed 
a ſound man, and a perfect man, without either hrniſe,. or, woutd, or putrin 
fied ſore y and if thon wiltnot come tothis, thou canſt not be made perfe&+ 
ly whole , for there is not another fountain for, healing, neither is there; any 
other remedy to Cure a wounded Spirit, or to take apay grief,iand pain, and 
ſorrow, which lies upon the Conſcience , but the pure life- of: Chriſt; io 
which is the bloud of cleanſing, and the Oyl of gladneſſe;; Therefore bither 
turn, and ſtand open to receive thy remedy, for thou art. (mitten: within 
and there is thy grief, and chou muſt know the hand within to bind thee uÞz 
before thou þe healed and comforted ; and as thou comeſt into ſtillneſſe, thou » 
wilt feel the work of ic, and the healing and. binding up in- ic, ſo thou wilt 
not need to run abroad any more to ſeek a Phyſician, but thqu-wilt. know 
him to be near thee, and a Phyſician of value to.thee, and he will, remove all 
that which hath ſtopped the flowings of his healing vertue-from- thee, and / 
will cauſe the well of water to ſpring up in thee, ,thar thou therein, may bathe; 
waſh, and be cleanſed , ſo no putrefaQion or corruption will lodge within 
thee, nor any grief, or anguiſh, or pain, will be.continued upomthees. ure 
_. thou wilt be brought forth through the waſhing of regeneratian,.xa fxee-bern 
Heir of God, and a joynt Heir with Chriſt of the everlaſting Kingdom into 
which no unclean thing muſt enter , and this is unto all People, Kindreds, 
Tongues, and Languages , And all you tender people who have been ſmir- 
ten and wounded, and have been running after unskilful Ph ſitians, and 
have not received any thing at their hands to do you good, but have wearied 
your ſelves in ſucking their ſruitleſſe fountain, and now are come to ſee them 
all of no value, and are turned unto the light of Chriſt in your own Conſcien- 
ces, and there are waiting toreceive the droppings of his healing vertue,take 
heed the enemy doth not deceive you, for you will feel him work ſore upon 
you, and if he cannot calt you down, and cauſe you to fall, he will then la- 
bour to lift you up, and getyou over the Croſle, and exalc you above the 
Judgement, and ſo worka conceitednefſe of the ſafety of your preſent ſtate ; 
bur you that are £0 the light turned, be you alwayes watchful to ic, and in 
the power of it you will be preſerved in ſafety, and when CorreQtion reaches 
you, imbrace it chearfully, for it is unto you as a Son, and the love of the 
Father you will feel in it, and the droppings of the healing vertue of 
life will fall into your wounds, and-bring in joy and gladneſſe to 
Ou, / 
F Oh come thou Traveller, thou Mourner, thou Feeble, thou Weary, thou 
Weak, thou Wounded, be thou comforted in the Eternal love and life of 
God ; for now is his Fountain ſer wide, and rhe Horn of his Salvation is 
opened, the Oyl is freely powred forth thou that art yer ſeeking,and thy cry 
is after ſaving health, the Cup of Salvation for thee is filled, and in the hand 
of the Lord it is made ready, he hath beheld thy travel, and hath ſeen the 
day of thy mourning, and with Oyl of joy and gladneſle will he now comfort 
thee, and with the healing vercue of his pure life he will relieve thee, for 
unto thee is his mercy that hath mourned under all Phyſicians, and never 
could receive the Cup 'at their hands, but hath till waited to know his 
riſing, in whoſe wings there is pure healing ; Oh be thou life up thou poor 
in Spirit, for unto thee gladridings cometh, thy wounds will be cured, thy 
feeble knees will be ſtrengthned, thy broken heart will be bound up, for he 
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{come who is the ſaving bealth of all Nations, his reward is With him, and 
unto thee he' will give joy for monrning, and the ſpirit of gladneſſe 
for | the ſpirit 'of heavinefſe, this will he do for thee, and will not 
forſake thee z therefore keep thou Judgement over the head of the ene- 
my, that neither his heights nor his depths may prevail with thee, bur in 
the quietneffe de thou wait, and in the patience do thou reſt, and Gods 
ſearching hand will try thy wound, and fercht our that which hath oppreſſed 
thee, and power in freſh Oy] co heal thee, and will bind thee up with cords 
of love and mercy and make thee ſtrong in his ſtrength, and joyful in his Sal- 

* yxion, Oh-thon poor Mourner, unto thee is the Horn of Salvation powred 
farth,. the freſh Oyl is for thy annointing and the vertue of ic for thy healing, 
ariſe and be thou ſtrong, and trample Satan under thy feet, for the God of 
all mercy is with thee, and the Heir of Joy and Gladneffe he will make thee, 
and a pure Crown of gold he will ſet upon thee, and in Dignity, Glory, and 
Dominion will he eſtabliſh thee for ever. 
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H! Man of Mortality | Whoſe. Life is as a Span,- or as a Thred 

O ſtretched torth in Smalneſs ; whoſe Habitatio 1sin the Bowels 

of the Earthr, and thy Seat exalted upon her f ph Mountains 3 

and from thence doth thy Renown, and Glory Spread abroad, 
and thy Power and. Dominion, Reacheth unto Nations round about 3 
and from thy Earthly Throne, thou Inſtitutes and Decrees thy DoQrine 
and Worſhip; and in thy Might and Power, thou doeſt Eſtabliſh it, by 
thy Laws and Ordinances: And from thy own Determinations, thou 
wouldeſt force Subjeftion and Obedience; and unto thy Inſtitutions, haſt 
thou made the Knees, of many to Bow 5 and haſt drawa their Feet to 
Walk in the Paths of thy own Deviſeing , Thou haſt forced many upon 
the Mountains, where there is no Food to Refreſh, nor any thing to be 
found that can fſatishe their Hungerz And herein thou halt Deceived 
the Nations, whom thou haſt Beguiled, with thy Lyes and Flatteries :, 
For which Cauſe the Lord is Provotind againſt thee, and is now riſen to 
try thee, and prove-theey for the Day is come, that doth Declare, 
and theLord FE HOY A H makes Known his Name and Power : Heit 
is that was betore thee, and He itis that will Reign over thee, for He is 
the TrueG 0D, and to know Him, and FESUS CHRIST, whom He 
hath ſent, i Life Eternal, Fohn 17. 3. And this is the one thing need-. 
ful for thee to know 3 and is rather to be ſought after , ard imbraced, 
than fine Gold, or the greateſt Glory or Dignity of this World, for this 
Worlds Faſhion paſſeth away ; and the Glory of it muſt come toan-end. 
But JESUS CHRIST is the Same for Ever; andin Himis Life without 
End : The Throne of his Kingdom he 1s Exalting : And the Horn of the 
Beaſt he is Breaking: And the Serpents Head he is Bruiling 3 And his own 
Name he is Glorifying over All. « 

Therefore awake, the Day is Come ! And out of ENGLANDS Nati- 

tion it doth Shine; and truly it doth diſcover thy Seat at ROME, and 
in the Light of the Day, thy Dark Night is made Manifeſt, in which 
thou haſt caſt thy ſelf upon a Bed of Eaſe; and there Sleeps in ſecurity , 
as if no Danger werenear untothee: And now is the LORD GOD ſend-., 
ing Ambaſſages to awake thee, that thou may know his Hand is near 
thee; and a Heavy Stroke is ready to fall upon thee, and without thy Re- 
pentance ſpeedily, none ſhall be ableto bear it off from'thee: Oh / caſt 
not behind thee the Ambaſlage of Life; which from the King of Eternal 


. Glory, is ſent; and with the Power of his Living Spirit, is attended : 


But be thou ready to Entertain and kindly to receive, that thou mayeſt 
make thy Peace with the GOD of the Whole Earth; For if thou Reje& 
his Meſſage, and evil Intreat his Meſſengers, he will not ſpare thee for 
thy Greatneſs; but with his Stroke he will bring thee down : and his 
own. Hand will Uathrone thee , aad blot out thy Name , and break thy 
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Idols; and burn up thy Groves: For he will got give his Glory to thee, 
nor his Praiſe to thy Graven Images ;z but. in Righteouſneſs will he 
Govern his People, and thou muſt know that he is the Head of all Na- 
tiofls. / a F # | = m £. 

_ Now bow\thine Ear, and hear, and. let thy Heartftand opento Re- 
tive the Livivg Truth of Go0D 3 be thou-(till , nnd I ſhall: d&clare 
and be low in thy Mind, and I ſhall ſhew thee the Way of the Moſt 
High, for he hath ſet me open towards thee, and in his Power | am mo. 
ved to ſpeak, . wad e346. "1 4 

In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with GOD; and 
the Word was GOD, John 1. x, The Word ſpake, and the thing 
was done; It Commanded, and all things. came to paſs; and in the mo- 
vings of the Word, a Pure Creation was brought forth, in which Man 
was Created in Righteouſneſs, and trye Holyneſs; and ſtood with 
GOD in the Perfe&t Life of Innocency;' where he enjoyed the Bleſſing 
aþd Peace: But theSerpent Entifed the Woman, and through the Wo- 
man deceived Man, and drew him into Tranſgreſſion, where Death came 
over him : And ſo Death is come over all Men, Foy that al have Sinned, 
Rom. 5. 12. Then came the Curſe upon Man, and out of PAR ADISE 
he was driven ; And the Tree of Life was Fenced from him with CHE- 
RUBIMS, and a Flaming Sword. Then was the Seed promiſed to 
bruiſe the Serpents Head, that had deceived , and the Seed is CHRIST, 
the' Power of GOD, in whom is Life, and the Life is the Light of Men; 
And it i the True Light that Enlightneth every Man that cometh into the 
World, John, 9, And this is the Way prepared of GOD, that Man a- 
gain may be reſtored unto GOD, from whole Preſence he is driven out 
intheFall; And having loſt the Power and Preſence of G0D, he is wil- 


ling, and running, but finds not Mercy. And this is the State of every - 


Man in the Fall, without reſpect unto any Nations, Kindred, Tongues, 
or People, and the Light of CHRIST 1s given of GoD, to Enlighten all 
People, Kindreds, Tongues, and Nations, that no Nation, Kindreds, 
Tongues, or People, might walk in Darkneſs, but come to the Lighr, and 
follow the Light out of Darkneſs; that inthe Light they might be reſto- 
red, into the Life from which they are Alienated in the Fall : And CHRIST 
is come into the World; and is the Light of the World, roRedeem 
People out of the World, that the World through him might be ſaved. 
And all Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and People, who in the. Days paſt 
have turned to the Light, and believed in the Light; they are turned un- 
to CHRIST, and believed in CHRIST: and with his Light that ſhonein 
their Hearts, they came to the Knowledge of G0D, and did behold his 
Glory; and when they came to know G0D, they Teſtified of GoD, and 
was made Witneſs of the Trath of GOD; and their Teſtimony is True, 
z3nd no Man'is to add unto it, or diminiſh any thing from it : But ſince the 
Apoſtles Days, the Old Serpent hath wrought, and hath drawn the Minds 


of People, from the True Light, which the Apoſtles walked in: And in 


the Depth of his Subtilty, he hath drawn a Thick Vail over them, by 
which their Minds are blinded, that the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of 
CHRIST doth not (hine unto them : So that the Lord G0D is not Known, 
nor the Scriptures of Truth underſtood 3 but the Subrilty works in the 
Imagination, and puts to his meanings, and draws Concluſions from the 
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Scripturesz by which the Nations have been deceived. Sothath Dark- 
neſs come upon Nations, Kindreds, Tongues, and People z andthe Night 
of Apoſtacy is over them, wherein deep ſleep is fallen upod! them, that 
the Waters overflows them, and the Whore hath- got a Seat upon them : 
And from this Ground hath thy Riſing been, and with the Cup of thy 
Fornication, haſt thou made Drunk the Nations round about, Oh / 
Man of an Uncertain Life, give Ear to the Word of the Lord &0D, and 
be ready, to imbrace his Meſſage, which unto thee is ſent, and unto His 
own Witneſs in thy Conſcience is made manifeſt: for GoD hath given un- 
to thee a Manifeſtation of his Spirit, that thou might profit 5 and he hath 
placed it in thy Conſcience, to convince thee of Sin, and toreprove thee 
when thou att Exerciſed in the things that be evil: And this is near unto 
thee, and from it thou canſt not fly 3 when thou retireſt into thy Secret 
Chamber, it is with thee, and ſhews thee thy Thoughts, and makes them 
manifeſt what they are 3 And when thou fitteſt upon thy Throne, it dath 
not depart from thee ; neither is in any fear of thee, but_ diſcovers all 
the Intents of thy Heart, and what is the purpole thereof, . This isthe 
True Light of CHR18T, with which thou art Enlightned, and is in thy 
own Conſcience: placed a Witneſs for 60D; if Apger be in thy Heart, 
the Light reproves thee for itz it Envy ariſe in thee, with the Light it is 
Condemned; or whetſoever thy Luſtfui defire is after, the Light is a 
True Witnels againſt it, and inthy own Conſcience corretts thee for it ; 
In this is Salvation, if thou obey and init believe; for there is not another 
Name given under Heaven, by which any can be ſaved, but the Name 
of the Lord FESUS CHRIST. Turn thou unto him, and be thou rea- 
dy to obey him; and caſt not his Reproof behind thy Back ; ſo will he 
teach thee the Way, in which thou ſhouldeſt walk, and lead thee in the 
Path of Righteouſneſs, and True Holyneſs, without which thou canſt not 
ſee GOD: And now thou art directed where to wait, & what to follow, 
and alſo exhorted to give obedience to itz which if thou diligently obſerve 
todo, it will go well with thee 3 but if thou refuſe, & harden thy Face, and 
ſay in thy Heart, who is Lord oyer me, the Hand of the Moſt High will 
reach thee, and his Judgements will fall upon thee, and no Man thall be 
able to remove them, This is the Meſſage of Life uato thee 3 and this is 
the Everlaſting Goſpel, which through the Earth is ſounded 3 who brings 
this tydings unto thee, and Preaches this Goſpel within thy Dominions ; 
I treat them wel), and perſecutes them not 3 for the LORD GOD Eter- 
nal is with them, and if thou evil intreat them, he will repay thee, and ful- 
ly Recompence thee, and what thou haſt already done unto ſome, of 
them, repent of it ſpeedily, forthe Lord is coming upon thee, and he will 
Inquire, and alſo Judge Truth, _. | | 

And becauſe of thy Cruelty to his People, he will plead with thee, 'and. 
will avenge their Innocent Sufferings upon thy Head : ,And ſome that 
came inthe Movings of GOD, to proclaim the Day of the LORD, and 
to Preach the Everlaſting Goſpel of JESUS CHRIST, that thou, and 
the People within thy Dominions, might have been Turned and Converted 


unto the LORD GOD, and thou ſhouldeſt have ſhewed them Fayour and 


not puniſhed them in ſeverity 3 & in what thou haſt done unto them, thou 
makelt it manifeſt,that true Judgement is not within thy Gates,nor Mercy 
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upon thy. Throne ; but. the Fruit of thy doings, declares thy Generation : 
For all cruelty & perſecution is drawn from the Lines of CAN : And this is 
the Day of the LORDS Inquiry after all the Righteous Blood, that hath 
been ſhed from ABEL, and he will avenge it, in what Nation or Country 
ſoever.it is found, And he will repay with Fury, all People amongſt whom 
it is praiſed, and neither Name, nor Nation, People, or Language, ſhall 
eſcape his Hand , but every Man ſhall receive according to what he hath 
done, whether it be Good or Evil, 

Qh ! come down thou High and Mighty, who fits exalted in thy 
Pomp and Glory : Befſtill in thy Mind, and ponder theſe things Cooly ; 
that the GODLY Sorrow in thee may be wrought, and true Repentance 
may be brought forth, neyer-to be Repented of, before thou go hence, and 
be no more ſeen. This is ſent unto thee, in Love to thy Soul. 


From 4 Child of Light, whoſe 


Given forth the 16th. day of the outward Habitation is in 
12th. Month called February, Englands Nation, 


in the Year accounted 1660, 
William Smith, 
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| OF THE | row 
PERSECUTION: 


Which is now upon the Innocent people 


CALLED | 
QUAKERS; 
And here is alſo | | 
A true DECLARATION 
OF THEIR 


Juſt and honeſt intentions; and: in this all moderate 
people may ſee the ground of their Sufferings. 


By WILLIAM SMITH. 


———_——_— YG =D 


| i 
He ſure foundation is Feſ#s ChriF, the Lamb of God, in whom 
| | there is no variableneſſe; but is to day as yeſterday, and the ſame 
for ever; in him is all goodneſs; mercy and peace; andin the yer- 

tue of his life and holineſs is fruit brought forth, and ir is like him, 

and doth not differ from him; and this is his own work in the hearts of all 
the children of obedience, whom he hath gathered to be followers of him, 
and to keep his commandments z and he is become their leader, and their ſal- 
vation is in him, and their teſtimony is unto him3* for which caufe they are 
evil intreated and perſecuted, and their booies and eſtates expoſed to danger 
and loſs, and through all the earthly powers changing, they have been kept 
under deep ſufferings and ſore perſecution, and yet their patience hath been 
made manifeſt in bearing and enduring, and they can truly ſay they bear no 
evil toany who haye cauſed their ſufterings, neither is it in their hearts to 
feek any revenge upon them, but cheerfully commit their cauſe unto him 
that judgeth righteouſly : and theſe things do not ariſe againſt the form or 
ſhape of our perſons , for they be now in appearance the ſame, as whenwe 
had much love profeſſed, from ſuchas now are great enemies unto us z And 
 whileſt we were one with them, and did abide amongſt them 5 and could 
have run with them in exceſs and vanity, we were not then reproached, nor 
zeviled, nor perſecuted and impriſoned, but ſeemingly much beloved : oy 
Fi he 


» 
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-; Lord God having __ wn amongſt them, rhrough the power 
of his living word,/ which in tus* laveſhathyearered, in our hearts, and 
hath rs. the folltidatiorl of rhe CF Eo fe our rofall, and 
alſo hath purged our conſciences 105 v1 7 37 which ance we livedin, and 
hath crucified the fleſh, and deſtroyed the body of fin, and the life which we 
had in thoſe things he hath taken away 4. and the Lawb he hath raiſed, from 
whom he life of righteouſneſs is brought forth, and hath tranfliced gs inco 
his likeneſs, and ſtampt his Image upon us, which the world doth not know , 
therefore arg'we hated, and: from this ground. ariſeth all the perſecution 
which is thisday upon us, and all the enmity and evil that is againſt us, and 
is uttered concerning us; and if agy! bears bur the name of a Quaker, then 
the cry is to hang them, and baniſh them, and famiſb them, with much more, 
whittyis fro ery cr of $ hearts attered camcerging us, with- 
Ouriiquiry er any El be comflicted by ug, or anything done worthy 
& ſhetthingFay they utter forth ing us: and this isfor all peoplero 
conſider coolly, and to weigh it in the balance of moderation and pafience, 
and ſearch truly into the ground; and if we docommir evil, or do wrong to 
the perſon of any man, or diſturb the nations peace, then ler ſuch puniſhmear 
fall upon us, {sin ſuch cafe is provided! for fuch offences z bur if no ſuch 
thing can be juſtly charged upon us, or proved againſt as, then ler people 
ſtay their hands from violence, and aheir hearts from purpoling cruelty, and 
ſtop their mouths, and do not utrer words fo raſhly z and let the King, Par- 
liament,. Councils, Judges, Juſtices, Officers and Souldiers, all know, and 
afo be ole co believe, and be perſwaded in ther own conſeieaces thar 
we are an innocent People, and ſeek the welk being and peace of al! men: 
And if this will not be received, nor cannot be believed, yet know, that 
we do believe, and alſo are fully perſwaded in our own conſciences, that 
our purpoſes and intentions are juftagd hanefſt cowards all men, and to live 
quietly, peaceably and godly in this preſent evil world 3 and that we neither 
ſeek to deſtroy or ruine the lives or eſtates of any perſons or people upon 
the earth , neither do we conſpire, plot, or contrive any ſuch thing z for we 
know that all ptors and con(piracies, inſurreRions and rebellions, do ariſe 
from chat ſpirix that laRerh to envy, and not from Chriſt Jeſus the Lamb of 
God and it ts an evident teſtimony, that where ſuch things are practiſed, they 
fpring from that wicked one, and are nontiſhed from the cruelty that is lodg - 
ed in his eamity, oat of which comes all murders, plots and conſpiracies, 
rebellions and perſecution, and the Seripture-teſtimony is clear againſt all 
ſach praciſes, and the holy men of God they never noe” thr in them, they 
never plotted or contrived, nor ever perſecuted any people 3 nor Chriſt 
Jefas, the Prince of peace, he never was of that mind, as to deſtroy mens 
lives, but to fave them; and ought not the ſame mind to be in people as 
was in Chriſt Jeſus, who laid down his life for his enemies * he did nor ſeek 
to deſtroy them, or perſecute them, though they were his enemies: now 
fuch are far off from his mind, thae ſeek to deſtroy and perſecute ſuch as 
are not enemies, but truly friends and lovers of the whole Creation : now this 
is-not his mind, nor doth not ariſe from him, but is brought forth from'a 
contrary ſpirit, that was alwayes againſt him: And where doth che Scripture 
declare, that Chriſt Jeſus the Prince of peace did ever perſecute, or com- 
mand perſecutions or where did he require an oath, or allow of an oath, 
bat plainly hath forbidden all oaths, and given forth a poſitive command. nor - 
ts 
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to ſwear at all, but to keep to yea and nay,for what was more was evil; (mark 
this) what was more then yea or 14) was evil, And here was, no definition 
or diſtiaction of Oaths, for one to be l/awfal, and; another »»/awfol, but 
plainly forbids them 4/1, and bids them keep to. theis yea and yay: And we 
can truly ſay before the Lord, that we do not deny ſwearing upon any othet 
account, but in obedience £o his commands, and it i neither difaffef iow: 
nor diſlojalty to the King nor his Government, but to manifeſt our love tothe 
King of Eterxal Glory, un keeping his commandments; and though this be. 
the great cauſe, at preſent, of our ſuffering and perſecution, and from which 
ſo much wrath and fury is gow againſt us, yet are our conſtiences void bf 
offence, and in that we have peace, and we know our ſalyation and delive- 
rance is in the hand of the Lord our God z and we know thac perfecutors have 
been always ignorant of the things of God, for had they known him, they 
would not have crucihed him and itthe.truth of God was known, asit is 
this day, in which the Te ſtands, and.is performed, innocent people wonkd 
be freed from all this pesſecution which is upon them, and be in-cheie honeſt 
callings, and with their families, over which God hath ſet them. Andalt 
this perſecution for not (wearing, is come up fince the Apoſtles days 5 there 
was no ſuch ings apores upon them, to bind chem in Allegiance toany 
King or Kings \n thole dayes, and it was many years after, that Statutes were 
made for impoſing an 0ath of Alegiance, and for reſuling, to impriſon the 
body and ſeize updn goods, this is npt agreeable with any practiſe in the 
Scripture, but is come up in the dark nightof Apoſtacy, fince the power of 
God was loſt, and the ſpirit of truth ravened from, And in that. day when 
Laws and ſuch $t4tutes were made for the impoſing of an oath to-bind twalle- 
giance, here might be ſuch a people as were manifeſtly againſt the Kizg or 
Government, and might be deceirfal in theis promiſes, and nq truſt to be 
repoſed in them, though they,might make fair promiſes; ſuch a people there 
might be in that day, and ſuch a yeople there may be in this day : but nem- 
ber not the iu»ocext amongſt the trerſgrefſers; fos the Lord God of power 
hath made manifeſt bis living eruch-ia aus hearts, and hath gathered-us inn, 
to (hew forth his praiſe, and inthe power of trath is. deceic purged out, and 
our words and promiſes in the truth of God are ſare and faithful, and our 
yes is yea, and we are come tothat which leads us into'all truth,, and was be- 
fore Laws and Statutes were, gr any Kings reign in England, whoſe Statutes 
are now in force for impoſing Oaths. 

And for our Allegiaxce to the King, we- have made ic manifeſt above 
many others, for uato him have we declared the counſel of the-Lord, and: 
alſo faithfully warned and exhorted him to obey the Lords counſel, that his 
Rule and Government might ſtand in the power of- God, unto which we 
are truly alleged and willingly ſubje&z and we have not-at anytime ap- 
peared againſt the King or his Goverament, nor plotted or cofipired any 
evil againſt his perſon or power, but have paid our tribure in all lawful things, 
as ſubjects to him : and this is a more evidgat teſtimony of our allegiance to 
the King, than perſecution and cruelty, wrath and fury ,, and all this ſwear- 
ing, and imptiſoning for refuling Oarhs, ariſes from the wicked oge, that hath 
ſeated himſelf in peoples hearts, and hath the dominion oves them, and 
brings forth his cruelty through them z and ſo people: having loſt the power 
of God, that keeps fairhſul in the yes and ny without an oath; they impoſe 
oaths upon one another, and ſwear one unto agorher, but do not . 

their 
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their oaths faichfully 3 then what is your oath worch, ifchere be not faithful- 
neſs to perform it ? and chis is not without a witnefs inevery conſcience, this ' 
day, how many ſeveral impoſitions have been inyented, co engage and bind 
to every ſeveral Government, 2s ithath riſen, and how have they fallified' 
their Covenants and Engagements? andit will be ſothough people be (worn 
againand again, until they come tothe power of God, that reacheth todeny 
ſwearing, arid to perform every promiſe faithfully without (wearing 3 and 
who are not come to the power of God, that keeps fairhfull in yea and xay, 
they are not faithful to their oath, ſo that it is not an oath that'makes any 
faithful to the thing they are (worn nnto, but the power of God thar forbids 
ſwearing, and keeps faithful ro what is promiſed in the yea, and 
to 'what is reſtified againſt in the »ay.' And here ſtands trne loyalty 
and faichful obedience, both to:God and man: The /ove 1s truly mani» 
feſted unto/1God in keeping his" Commandments, and the Allegiance 
faithfull performed to the King, in living peaceably and quzetly under his 
Government, without any inſocrelfiew or Rebellion and it hath been {© 
found amongſt us withont any deceit or guile , whileſt others who have 
ſworn have not been found faithful' ro their oath z therefore take our yea, 
and try us init, ſeeing itis onely for confcietice fake that we cannot {wear z 
and if we be not found fairhfull in our yes, then we ſhall fall into your hands 
asevil doers, and bear our puniſhment; bue until you have proved us and 
found us tranſgreſſors, -do not ſo cruelly intrear us and perſecure us, for ir 
will draw down judgement and not mercy z- and hitherto we cannot be charg- 
ed with the breach of our{yea, ſince we have been gathered into Gods truth : 
therefore have we peace in our ſufferings, becauſe we ſtand clear before the 
Lord, and haVe no guilt upon our confciences, as' to the cauſe we ſuffer 
for this day. + And were it not much better that people would come to the 
power of God, that forbids ſwearing, and keeps faithfull in the yea, than to 
be ſtrangers to the power of God, and*run intotranſgreſſion, and ſalſifie 
cheir 0aths ? And this is the ground of 4:ftrw# and unbelief one of another, 
pres 5, 50 are not come to the.power of God, then they dare not truſt 
one another upon their yes, but impoſe oaths one upon another, which ne- 
ver makes any people faithfull- The Saints yea was yea, and they were truſted 
upon their yea,' and believed one another upon their yea; and'the Kings in 
thoſe days did not impoſe any oaths upon them, for the ſpirit of truth led 
'them into all truth, and what they promiſed in their yes, the ſpirit of truth 
ted them faichfully co performir. And ſo were they truſted and believed 
upon their yes, without any impoſition of an oath to bind them beyond it: 
And all the diſtruſt one of another, and the unbelief one of another, asto 
what is promiſed inthe yes, it is come up ſince the days of the Apoſtles, 
that the tr#e-ſpirit hath been loſt, and the falſe ſpirit hath got aſear in peo- 
ple, and rnles in his dominion, and leads their minds into deceit, char their 
yea is not performed, then doth the falſe ſpirit beger in them an imagination 
to impoſe an 04h upon people to make them faithfall, and fo hath all this 
ſwearing come up inthe dark night of Apoſtacie, and all 4i//ruft and unbelief . 
one of another is got up ſince the power. of God was loſt, and ſo nothing 
will be caken for truch; but what is {worn unto, and this is a manifeſt coken 
of the ſpirit of errour, which works in the minds of people, and drawes them 
from obedience to the doctrine of Chriſt and the Apoſtles; and then laboufs 
to draw others into tranſgreſſion with them. 

| Ang 
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tobe aſſiſting in all lawſull chings, that may 
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And it is ſaid by many who are amongſt the oaths, We ſwear, and you 
muſt ſwear, and the Nations law is ſo todo, and you muZt obey or ſ«ffer z and the 
Scripture declares of ſwearing, and zbey, did bind their.promiſes olemnly with 
01 oath, 'and an oath for confirmation 1s an end bf < ſtrife y and Abraham 
ſmare, and many others that were holy men of God, they ſware, and it was 
not counted unto them for tranſereſſion. 

Now what they might do 1n the dread and fear of the Lord God, in pro- 
mifing ſolemnly ſome words in their own freedome, as a ſure confirmation 
of their true intencions to perform their promiſe, - it. doth not make the law- 
fulneſs ofan Oath impoſed : And this they did do,' and might do without 
tranſgreſſion : bur what is this to the proof of an Oath formed, and people 
to lay their hands upon the Bible, and then to have theſe formed words read 
unto them, and to ſay Tow ſhall ſwear unto ſuch things, and then pro 
nounce, So help you Goa, .and then to kiſs the Book ? Is there any Scripture 
that makes mention of Abr«ham, or any of the holy men of God, raking 
ſuchan Oath? or was ever ſuch an Oath impoſed upon them 2 And Chriſt 
Jeſus is come, who hath put an end to the ſtrife, and to the Oaths that 
ſtood in the ſtrife, and he now creates Peace, and leads into Peace, where 
there is neither ſtriving nor ſwearing. And we can truly pronounce owr 
Allegiance tO CHARLES the Second, now King of England, and can 
eruly promiſe ſubjeRion to all his j»f and lawful Commatids, and not to 
contrive or conſpire, or any way to rebell agnien His Perſoz or Power, but 

e for the preſervation thereof, 
And we do renounce the POP E and all Feſ##tical praiſes, *with all 1dola- 
trous. ſuper ftitions and we do nor, nor ſhall not hold any Correſpondencies or In- 
zelligences wich the POPE, or any that do belong unto him, as tothe owning 
of his Supremacy. And this we can freely promiſe in tlie preſence of the 
Lord, who is the ſearcher of all. hearts, and knows that we lye not; and 
we cat ſeal it with our Tea, and ſign it with our. Hands and the contrary 
with our Nay, and fignit with our Hands. - | 
' And this Innocent Teitimony of our Allegiance'and Sabjettlon to the King 
and all his lawfull Commands, Ithat am iow a ſufferer in WorceFer County» 
goal, becauſel dare norſwear and,run iro condenination, atn made free in 
the Lord to declare it unto all people, jn behaf of my own innocency, and 
alſo my faithfull brethren, who ate this'day ſufferers with me for the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience , and ifit be ſo that we cannot be truſted, and be belie- 
ved in cur Tea, and ſubſcription unto this or ſome other juſt teſtimony ; we 
are alſo free ro declare, that we canriot ſweat for conſcience ſake, and'for no 
other cauſe or matter whatſoever 3 and we are freely given up into the hand 
of the Lord our God, and what may be petmitted to fall upon us, either in 
body or ſubſtance,we wait upon the Lord for ſtrength to bear it patiently,and 
to reſt in ir peaceable, until he ariſe ourinnocent cauſe to plead,,who now are 
in Sufferings for keeping his Commandments, and no other thing that any 
have oainkt us: And if people did but know the Peace and Joy which in the 
Lord we have, they would ſarely rather chuiſe' toſuffer with us in the ſane 
cauſe, then in any wiſe to oppreſs us and perſecuteys in our bodies: For-in 
the day determined all ſhall receive arecompence. [', | 
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THE 


NEW-CREATION 


BROUGHT FORTH, 


In the HOLT ORDER of LIFE; 


WHEREIN 


The Immortal BIR TH is Revealed, and the Precious PEARL, out of 
the Mixture, Excracted : 


Declared in theſe following Particulars, 


rt. Theſtate of Man in the Creation. 

23. The ſtate of Man in the Degeneration, and alſo the Serpents 
Working. 

3.. The ſtare of Man in the Separation, and alſo the Serpents 
Working. 
4. The Way and Works of Man i in the: Separation, and alſo the 

; , Serponts Working. 

$4 "What i it is that i dorh convince Min'of Zvi, and alſo the Sep 

" Pents Work} | 

6. .=arwag Tavas in a Cowvinced fate, and alfo the Serpenty 
Worlxg. 

{ How Man. ſtands in a Coxverted flare, and alſo the Serpents 
Working. 

L, 18 ow Birth in the Regeneration , and alſo the Seypents 
Wor 

| 9. The New Creation in the Holy Order. 

19, The Way and Work of Man in the New Creation, 
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View 
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T* Day of, Reftoration's come z 

the Lamb, tht Life, the Holy Ones 
He is Eſtabliſhing his Name - | 
Nations muſt bow unto the ſame. 


wommmmngmmy 


The Heavens.are old, the Earth is dry, 

The Glory of Man muſt fall and 4 _ | 

His Leaf decayes, his Bloſſoms tes away 5 

He withers in the Night, and burns #p in pa D#p. 


The Fire will try his Root, 


and prove bis faireſt Branch ; 
And Root and Branch muſt burn, f / 


and none ſhall top or quench ; | 
The 


UN 


1664 T9 the Reader. 
The Old muſt paſſe away 
$0 ſs vaniſh ont of ſight , 
The New muſt he ſet #p, 
.  .,,  «ndſhine in Glory bright, 


Blefled is the Day. 


— — — 
| _— 


From one who dearly loveth the Creation of God, and patiently waiteth to 
| behold its Perfett freedom, 


William $mith. 
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TO THE 
READER, 
Hether thou art a Friend unto Truth, of an Enemy ; or whether thou 
wW art a Profeſſor or Prophane, 4 Cedar or an Oak, a flying Bird, 
or 4 ranting Spirit, This following Truth, which in this Book ix de- 
clared, may be of ſervice anto thee, if thou wilt but read it meekly 
and ſoberly ;, for it is given forth from that Innocent Life that the Serpent did 
ever make war eatnff ; and for the Innocents ſake 'it is ſent abroad, that the 
__ Lambs may be. preſerved, and alſo delivered out of the Net of the 
wicked Fowler, and from the Snares of his Dark Devices : Therefore whe 
thou entre#t upon it, and undertakeſt to read it, dd # in the dread and fear 
of the Lord God, and ſink into the lowneſs, and feel Gods Witneſs in thy pwn 


intended, then thou wilt feel the weigh! of it, fm reaf advan np Profit 

. it: andasthon read;ſt,, conſider mhat thou cant; witneſs af: theſe in. 
. ſelf that therein is declared, andin ſo reading or bearing theu milk profit, - 
| Gods Witneſſe in thy Conſcience will awaken thee, and trily prove unia ths 

hat thy preſent ſtate aud condition.is , and though never 4 $erigtgre-Text, f 

— you 
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quoted for the proof of the Teſtimony, yet thou ſhalt find' 4 proof in thet, which 
if thou mindeſt it, will not deceive thee, but will open thy own Condition to thee, 
which will be better for thee than many Proofs without thee, and in that thog 
wilt feel how far thou art come to witneſs Redemption by the Power of Chriſt, 
or where it is the Serpent holdeth thee, and what thou art yet in bondage to; 
and, as in the Light thou ſeeſt it, then turn to the Light, and deny it, that what- 
ever it is, "it may be judged, and upon the Croſſe crucified, andin the Fire con- 
ſumed, for through this Gate thos muſt come, or out of Paradiſe thou art ex- 
cluded, and from the Tree of Life for ever fenced : and I having ſeen, and 
alſo obſerved how the World lyeth in wickedneſs, andalſo, how many there be 
that profeſſe Godlineſs, which when I conſider and ſee bow few are regenerated 
and born again, I am even filled with grief and ſorrow; Therefore in true ten- 
derneſs, and love, and bowels of pitty unto all, the precious Truth is declayed 
as it is in Jeſus, and alſo the ſecret workings of the Serpent, that hath always 


been a Deceiver : And thou mayeſt in tbis Book behold things paſt, things pre- 


ſent, and things to come, whereby thow maiit underſt and the love that God 

hath unto thee ;, and do thou yeeld unto the Lord, that his Work thou mayeſt 

know, who will judge thy Lui, crucifie thy Life, and deſtroy the body of Sip, 

and ſo through Death, bring forth a new Life, in which thou wilt feel 1 perfett 

Chazge wrought, from the earthly into the heavenly, where thou wilt enj 

the Lord and his Preſence, his Power and his Goodneſſe, and ſit quietly in Foy, 
and Peace and Bleſſing * 


For which I travel, who am 
Given forth in Worceſter- 


County Goal, where I - a true lover of I#nocency, 
.am a preſent Sufferer in 

Bonds, ſor Obedrence to W.S$. 

the Command of Feſus 
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CHAP. I 
The State of Main in the Creation, 
laſting, according tothe good pleaſure of his own Will, and after 


"'& the Counſel of his own Heart, he brought forth a Pure Creation in 
+ his Wifdom, and by his Ecernal living Word he divided and 


feparated the Mater, which in the Cheos was in a heap of Confuſion, and. 


t he commanded by his Word, it came to paſſe, and as he ſaid it ſhould 
be, ſo it was done s and in his Wiſdome a Pure Creation was finiſhed, as he 
commanded z and when he had ſtretched forth the Heavens, and placed the 
Liphts in them, and when he. had laid che Foundation of the Earth, and 
brought forth the Herbs and Trees thereifi; and when he divided the Wa- 
ters, and the'Fiſh multiplied in them 5 when the Fowls of the _—_ 
Begg : 


= He Lord-God of Life and Power, who is from Everlaſting to Ever- |, 


UMI 


- 
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had their flight in the Air, and four-ſooted Beaſts, and creeping things, had 
their way opon the Earth then did the Erernal Word in the Wiſdom, 
make Man'in his own Image, and breathed into him the Breath of Life, and 
he became 4 living Soul, and the Lord God filled him with Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, and gave him Dominion over all the works of his Hands , 
and Man inthe Wiſdom of God ruled over them all, he ſtood in the Wiſ- 
dom, and received Counſel, and had his Way in the Holy Life, he walk- 
ed in the Paradiſe of Pleaſure, and fed upon the Tree of Life; he lived 
in ſtil! communion with his God, and his living Soul ſtood in his living Virtue z 
and the Breath of Life was alwayes reaching toitz he wasin the pure Oneneſs 
with God that made him, and the Image of the Holy. Life wasupon him, and 
he was in the Power, Wiſdom and Strength of God, and bate the Image in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, without any mixture, and all things ſtood 
clear in thre Separation as they were created, and there was no mixture to de- 
file : Then did the Wiſdom behold his Work, and loe, it was very good in 
his ſight, and he had great pleaſure and delight therein, and his Mercy, Love, 
Goodnefs and Tenderneſs was to it, and his Blefſings and Peace was upon it 
and Man enjoyed the living Preſence of his Maker,and did partake of his Love, 
Mercy, Bleſſing and Peace, he had a free courſe unto the Well-ſpring of Life, 
and there was nothing ſtood in his way to let him 3 ſo the Breath of Life was 
breathed, and in ic the Soul lived, and was in perfe& unity with 
itz and this came .into Man through the Wiſdom of the Creator, according 
to his own pleaſure, and as it ſeemed yooe in his own fight; it was nota thing 
from without, but che pure operation of the Power and Wiſdom within,after he 
had formed an earthly Body, and brought forth a viſtible Creation, thathe 
might fill it with his heavenly Treaſure, and with his Holy Life, which in his 
Wiftom he breathed into it, and brought forth the Man in his own Image, 
and there waz no mixture in his Life and Being, which is the earthly bodies . 
Narure, and itis a Compounded Veflel, yer ſo prepared and formed in the 
Wiſdom, as to be a Veſlel for the Incorruptible Image of Life, which had its 
courſe through it, and filled it with irs heavenly Being, and there was no 
mixture of the Earthly in it: And this was the Man that was made after God 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, and bare his Image in perfe& Glory , and 
the Body was prepared to be a Veſſel fir for his own uſe who: made ir, that he 
might fill ic with his Pure Holy Life , which he breathed into it in his 
Wiſdom, whereby Mag became a living Soul, and bare the Heavenly Image g; 
and here Man ſtood in obedience to the Father of Spirits, who had made him 
a ſpiritual holy, righreous Man, and fed him with fpiritual holy 
Food; and Man had no will nor defire after any Creature , but ſtood 
in the Eternal Will, and rnled over all the Creatures, and his defire 
was to enjoy the Holy Life, in which he was generated and brought forth , 
and what he defired to partake of in the Life, . it was miniſtred unto him ac- 
cording to the good Pleaſure of the Creator, in whom he had his Life and 
Breath, and lived inthe pure Enjoyment of the Eternal Being, in which he 
was daily comforted, and continually ſatisfied : and in this ſtate no Sin or 
Evil was committed by him, nor no Curſe reached him, nor no Death was 
upon'him, nor no Grave did hold him, nor no Wrath weat forth againſt him, 
bur in the Mercy he lived, and Mercy was his portion, and his delight was 
in his Maker, and with him he walked day and night, and he had Liberty in' 
Paradiſe withour Reſtraint, and the Tree of Life he had free courſe nnto, and 
the Cherubims and flaming Sword were not ſer 0 fence ity So was a 
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ted in Righteouſneſs, and ſerved God in Righteouſneſs, and livedjn che Life 
of Righteouſneſs, and he was not in the mixture of any Unrighteous, chings 
but was created in the Wiſdom of God, and bare, the lmage of God; /which 
drew its breath and Life from the holy Fountain of irs, Generation, -and ſtood 

jahing God 


LJ 


in the Ecernal Eſſence of che Divine Nature, and (odid the Everlal 

of Wiſdom , Power and Strength bring forth his, dwn Work,, ia which 
his own Namewas glorified, andthen he reſted from all the Works. that he 
lad made, | 


— - 
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| CHAP. II. | 
The ſtate of Man in the Degeneration, and alſo the Serpents Working, 


A E—— 


vw Hen the Pure Creation was finiſhed ia the Eternal Power and Wiſdom, it 
reſted in the Holy Order of Life, and was in the Pare Harmony and 
Oneneſs with the Creator, and there ſhould have reſted in the Holy order, and 
not have moved but in the Power and Wiſdom of Life ; but there was a part 
which did not keepits ſtation, but moved our of the Weſdom, and brake the 
Order,and did aſpire towards the Equallity of the Holy Eſſence,for which cauſe it 
ivas caſt down by the Power, & oriven into the loweſt parts of the Creation,and 
was there to have it place and habitation ar the furtheſt diſtance from God , 
and his Anger kindled againſt ic, and he drove it down in his 
Anger, and his Wrath abides upon it, and it is ſealed down in the 
Anger and Wrath without recovery ; and this is the place of thac part which 
kept not in the the holy Order of the pure Creation, but aſpired to haye been 
equal with che Power, and his name 1s Serpent, the Devil, and his place is 
Hell, the Bottomleſs Pit, where the Almighty God , exerciſeth his Wrath 
without ceaſing , becauſe through the Aſpiring, the Creation went out of its 
holy 0r4c7, in which it was created good, and in which ir ſhould have reſted 


with God, and have had its Order in his Power and Wiſdom, and when 


this Aſprring Part was caſt down into the Loweſt Part, it became beaſtly, earthly, 
ſenſual and deviliſh, and was more ſubtil chan any Beaſt of che Field g and 
having now loſt his place in the Pure Creation, and caſt down in the Separation, 
where the Almighties Wrath was exerciſed upon him, without ceaſing, and 
he was always in the Torment of the Anger and wrath, which ſealed him down 
without recovery z then did he labour with his Subtilicy ro draw out of order, 
chaywhich yer did keep its [tation and order, and to beger a motion out of the 
moving of the Power z and the Lord God having given a Command unto Man 
in the day that he put him into Paradiſe, and charged him, Not to eat of the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, for in the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 
dye, ſaith the Lord God 3 which the Serpent knowing, and having in his fall 
ſeen through the Creation, he attempted ro che Woman, becauſe ſhe was 
neareſt unto Man, being given as one meer to be an help unto him, and being 
alſo the weaker part of che Creation, and in his Subtilty he cempred her co ear 
of the fruit of the Tree, that God had forbidden, and he ſaid unto her, Hath 
God (aid, ye ſhall not eat of every Tree of the Garden £ and the Woman (aid unto 
the Serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the Trees of the Garden, but of the fruit 
of the Tree which is in the midſt of the Garden, God hath ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of 
it, neither ſhall ye touch it, left ye dye. And the Serpent ſaid unto the Woman, 
Ye ſhall not ſurcly dye ;. for God doth know; that in the day ye eat thereof your eyes 
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ſhall be openta, and ye ſpall al be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil: And when 
the Serpenthad entred tae Woman with this Tempration, and had drawn her 
mind to.look at it z then ſhe ſaw that the Tree was good for food,and alſo pleaſant 
ts the eye, -andto be deſired to make one wiſe, and ſhe did take and eat, and did 
give alſo to hex Husband, and he did eat : So through the weaker part of the 
Creation"did the Subtilty work, and thereby reached unto the ſtrongeſt, and 
Entered and prevailed with the ſtrongeſt, chat the Creation moved out 
of the Power, and contrary unto the Power; fo the Power was tranſ- 
preſſed, in which all ſhould have reſted, and not have moved bur in the 
Power, and' the Creation went out-of order 3 then Man fell from the Power 
and Wiſdom of the Creator, and hearkened to the Voice of the Deceiver, 
and tranſgrefled againſt the God of his Life, and ſo he becamie a degenerare 
plant,: and: loſt his Authority over the Creation, and became ſubject to rhe 
Serpents ſabrilty4/'then was he driven out of Paradiſe, and was driven irito 
the: Earth, where he became corrupted and defiled amongſt the mixtures of 
che Earthly Properties,: and ſo loſt the Heavenly Image in which he was crea- 
red, and an Earthly Image came upon him in the Generation of the Serpents 
ſubtilty, and the World entered into his heart, and from the foundation of it; 
the Lamb was ſlain, and in the World the Serpent ſeated himſelf, and exer- 
ciſed his Power, and became a god of the World 3 and then the Tree of Life 
was fenced with Cherubims and a flaming Sword, and what way ſoever Man 
turned iathe Serpents ſubriity to have.come and taſted of the Tree of Life, 
ms x comms turned and met him, then the Serperit wroughit deceiva- 
bly, and: began to generate in the mixture of. the Earchly -Properties, inrsd 
which Man was driven, and in which che Serpent had-got dominion over him, 
and in a momear all the Faculties and Properties of Man changed; and he was 
ſuddenly turned from che. Image of the Heavenly,-to the Image of the Earth- 
ly, and (o he became an-Earthly Man, with an Earthly Carnal mind, that was 
at;Enmity with God, and an Earthly Wiſdom ſenſual and devilliſh, in which 
the Serpe ar ſtood exalted, and had dominion: over Man, that brought che 
pure Creation into Bondage, where it groaned and travelled in paing and here . 
was the pure Creation_loſt, as it ſtood in the Mercy and Love of the Creator, 
and it fell from the Mercy and Love, into the dark Mixtures, where the 
Wrath is exerciſed, ani ſo became a Subje& of the Wrath, where the Curſe 
came upon him, and Death over-ſhadowed him, and Hell incloſed him; 
wherethe Tormenr, Anguiſh and Pain is. Then the Compaſſion of the E- 
ternal Mercy moved, and the Love opened, and the Seed was promiſed, thar 
ſhould byaiſe the Serpents Head, that had ſo betrayed and deceived Man, that 
Man therein might again be recovered out of the dark Mixtures, where the 
Wrath is exerciſed, . and be reſtored into the Love and Mercy which he did 
partake of, and was his portion in the pure Creation z and through the Ser- 
pents ſubtil working , the firſt holy Image was loſt , and adefiled Earthly 
Image came up, which marred the Beauty of the Holy. and the mind that was 
/ gone intothe Earthly could ſee no beauty or comlinels in ir, that it ſhould de- 
lire it, ſo could never Joye it, but hach ever appeared ar enmity againft it ; 
and the Earthly Image is moſt defireable co the Earthly Mind, and appeareth 
moſt beautiful 3 and fo the Rejoycing ftandeth inirs like, whether it be Hea- 
venly, or whether it be Earthly z'and Man in the Fall is inche Mixture of 
the Eacthly part, where the Serpent hath generated, and alfo brought forth 
an Earthly Image, which hath irs nouriſhment from the old Creation, and irs 
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vital parts have their courſe throng the Mixture of the Earthly Properties ; 
and in the old Heavens'and the 01d Earth Man hath his way, and che: Earth is 
become his habitation and his dwelling-place : And chus is Man degenerated; 
and out of Paradiſe driven, and from the Tree of Life fenced, andiis become 
an Earthly man, with an Earthly Image. TIE 


L —_— 


CHAP. IIL. 
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The ſlate of Man in the Separation, and alſo the Serpents Working. 


ww Hen Man had tranſgreſſed and finned againſt the Power & Wiſdom of. 
God, and was driven out of Paradiſe, and ſeaced from the: Tree of 
Life, he became a ſervant to the Subtilty, and followed his leadings dowa- 
ward, and turned a Wanderer in the Earth, where the Serpent: led him in 
dark corgers, and in dry paths; and Maa being joyned anco kim, he became: 
an Enemy unto God, and full of Cruelty in the Serpents Enmity aaco- every 
ching that was good and the treacherous Enemy wrought deceivably co keep' 
Man under his Dominion, into which he had drawa him with: his enticing 
remptationsz and when any thing ariſes and breathes wowards the Lord, he 
{tandeth ready wich his deyguring mouth to (ſwallow itup and deſtroy ity and 
he having the dominion over Man, he makes him bow at his witl,: and with 
his ſubcil working, keeps him in che Earchly habitatioas, and Exrchly: paths; 
Jaco which he hath drawq him, and there holdeth him in the Separation from 
God that made hits, and leadeth+him about in the dark Imaginations of the 
Earthly part, and there doth beger and generate the things that be evil agd 
ſinful; ſo that Man is become ; They, and hath loſt chat pure [mage in 
which he was Created, andis turned into the Serpents beaſtly nature, and is 
acted and ordered by his unclean ſpirit, that bringeth forth the deeds of dark- 
neſs, and leadeth Man to commit fin with greedineſs3 and Man having loſt 
the Authority in which he ruled over the Creatures, he is fallen under the 
power of darkneſs, and the Serpent hath weakened him, and ſer rhe Crea- 
fures over him, and then leads him tocommit evil in the uſe of the Creatares, 
and Mans heart being run intorhem, and become ſubjeR to them, he is taken 
Captive with them at the will of the Serpent and hence it is that Dr#nhken- 
er and Glattony, Pride and Covetonneſs is come to rule over Man, and the 
Devil hath him Captive in them, and he neither knoweth what ro ear, nor 
what to drink, nor what to pat on, nor how much Earthly Subſtance ro defire, 
the Serpent hath ſo drawn his heart coluſt after Evil, and he is alwayes wil- 
ling, bur never ſatisfied, that when he hath: received ſufficiently of the Crea- 
rures for on +4 need, yet he luſteth to'receive more, and the luſtfal de- 
fice ſtill preſſeth-eagerly, not being contenced with ſo much as is needful, (o- 
a Man drinketh in his need and is refreſhed, but the Luſt not being cherewith/ 

ſatisfied,the Devil provokes theWill to preſſe after more,and when Man gives 
way tothe Luſt, and follows the Luſt, he follows the Devil who' is the fa- + 
_ ther of ir, and therein he ſerves che Devil, and being overcome with the 
Luſt, he is in bondage toits and when the Will gets forth in che fleſhly, 1i- 
berty, the Devil puts it ſpeedily forward into Exceſs, and Mans Luſt is nor 
fatisfied untill he have received ſo much of the Creatures, as deprives him 
of the right uſe of the natural faculties of the viſible Creation, and _ him 
| wholly 
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wholly into the Serpents beaſtly nature, who in''that- ſtars rejoyceth 'by&# 
him: and here the: Devil hath his Dominion, and hath brouphe-Man utider 
him; and under the Creatures, which he had:dominioniover'it the pure Chet 
tion ; ſo the heart luſteth after Drinking until a Man be drank; and lyſtertiaf- 
cer Eating until a Man be glutted, and that he doth not know what to eat, and * 
he is become a ſervant to obey the Devil's movings,who leads: him and acterh- 
him in thoſe things which he begetteth in him, and centring the mind down 
ward he leadeth Man in the lowelt parts of the Earth, and there generateth' 
a luſtful defire after Earthly thingsz ſo that Man coverettvafter the Earth; 
and afcer the profits that arile from it, andas it doth encreaſe;':ſo the hearr 
iS more in love with itz and the Luſt eagerly purſues afrer more enjoyment 
of it; and .this is the Coverous man in his way, the Devil -perſwades him he* 
hath not yer enough ſucha thing he wants, and when he hath obtained char, 
thenthe Devil hath another ready to preſent unto him, and-he thirſtech after 
that, and prefleth eagerly to enjoy it, and there is no end of his luſtful deſire 
that runs in the Coverouſneſsz and henee ariſeth all Deceit; Fraud and Guile 
becauſe the Covetous defire in the Luſt watcheth to improve it ſelf, and ro 
oet ſome advantage by it, ſo that one Man defrauds another, and cheatstrid 
beguiles one another, becauſe the luſtfa]l defire inwhich the Devil workerh, 
coveteth after unlawful gain, thereby to be made-Rich, and come into Eſteem” 
amongſt Men, and foto be et up in Honour and Dignity in che world g''and 
when he comes ſo to be preferred amongſt Men, -yet he is not contented,' but 
luſteth after greater Honour, and ſtifl ro be promoted and 'ſer up in higher 
Dignityzand here Man.comes into the Honour below,but doth not underſtand 
the Honour that is of God, and fo is like the Beaſt that periſheth, and this 
Honour puffech up the Man, . and exalteth him in the Pride of his heart, and 
as the Earthly Subſtance encreaferh, ſo Man is eſteemed :and honoured: 
amongſt Men, and the Rich are preferred, and the Poor they are contetn- 
ned and deſpiſed, and then the Rich exerciſe Lordſhip over the Poor 3 andithe 
Devil he works inthe luſtful defire, to ſeek after ReſpeR; and to be honou- 
red among(t Men, and in the fight of the People, and the heart it is pafeup' 
with it, and if it be not, given as he expe&s ir, chen the Devil provokes the 
Luſt co Anger, and here came in the Reſpe## of Perſons, and Bowing, and 
Cringing, and Scraping, and putting off the Hat in reſpett of the Perſon, who 
hath made himſelf Rich by diſboze# gain, and is ſetup to rule by his Earthly 
ſubſtance, and not by the Power of God ,, and this 1s the Generation of the 
Devil, as Man is in the Separation from God, for in the beginning it was not 
ſo, and here Man is willing, and luſting, and ſtriving after Riches and Ho- 
nour, and a worldly Glory, and all ſeeking who ſhould be greateſt, and ſet 
up higheſt that they may rule over others, and when they are ſer up, then 
they exerciſe Lordſhip over others, and expect Subje&tion from all Men unto 
their Power ; and when there is ſomething that cannot bear rthar, chere the 
Devil worketh and provoketh to Anger, and Envy, and Malice, and Hatred, 
and Evil-will, becauſe one he would be Ruler, and another he would not be 
Ruled over, then the Devil worketh in the'dark' places of the Earth, and 
there ſtirs up Cruelty one towards another, and ſerteth one againſt another 
and neither he that Ru/erb, nor he chat is Ruled over, are contented with their -- 
Places, bur a ſtrife there is who.ſhould be greateſt , thence comes Warand 
Contentions, and deſtroying and killing one another, the Devil having Rule 
he provokes man to be Angry and Envious, and Malicious, and generates if 
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the Luſtfaul-Will that ſeeketh after Revenge 3 and thisis the murtheting ſpirir, 
thachach its courſe throughthe dark places of the Earth, that is full of Cruelty, 
and hath drawn the mind of Man after him, and hath begotten in him the 
many Luſts, from which che many Sins and Evils do ane and are brought 
forgh, that are contrary tothe pure God, who in the beginning madeall things 
gaod, and the Devil hath generated in Man a Kingdome of Darkneſs, and 
there hath ſer up himſelfas a Prince, and in kis ſubrilty ruleth over Man, and 
whats he willech in the Luſt that is performed, and under his power is Man 
captivated, and the many evils committed ; and it is not ſo with Man in that 
ſtace as it was in the beginning, but the Serpent hath deformed him, and 
and hath begoiten many luſtfull deſires in him, and he eagerly chitrſt- 
eth aſter the viſible pare of the Creation, whereby he hath loſt his 
Uniga with the pure Power and Wiſdom of God, in which he was created 
gogd, and is gone into the Corruptibles, and bringeth forth corruptible 
deeds, which preſfeth the pore Creation, and keeperh it in bondage, and daily 
increaſeth the weight upon it, ſo thatthe Creation groans, and is in fore tra- 
vail and pain, and the Devil and his work is come up over it 3 ſo that Cove- 
touſne(s, Drunkenneſs, Gluctony, Pride, Envy, Malice, Wrath, Anger, Evil- 
will, Deceit, Fraud, Guile, Truce-breakings, Falſe-accufing, Incontinency, 
Headineſs, High-mindedneſs, Fooliſh Jeſting, Idle Talking, Vain Communi- 
cation, Scorning, Reproaching, Reviling, Time-ſerving, Men-pleafing, de- 
lighting in Sports and Pleaſures z theſe are become the very Life of Man, 
and his Delight is daily in them : which doth feparated him from the Enjoy - 
mens of the Pure Ged that made him, who in his Wiſdom made all things 
ood ; and there was no fach thing brought forth in his Pure Creation, but 
th been begotten by the Serpents Gener«tzon, fince Mans Degeneration, and 
are all. come up ſince the beginning, through the Devils {ubtil working, for 
he is the father of them all z and whoſe life isin them, or whoſe delight is 
alter them, they are his children, and are ſeparated from God, and alrenated 
from his Life, and the good things they taſte not, but the ſtreams of Gods 
fure Refreſbings are dammed up, that they cannot flow in their own courſe 
chrongh the Veins of the pure Creation, ro quicken the Inner man, and raile it 
up, the 0/4 man with his deeds ſtops it, and there is Adam in the way, which 
is truly the firſt, and is lifted up inthe Earthly part of the viſible Creation by 
the ſtrength of the Subrilty ; and ſtopperh the lowings and courſe of the Invi- 
fible Love and Liſe of the Creator, in which Man had his Communion and 
SuisfaRion before Tranſgreſhon, | 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Way and Works of Man in the $ tar ation, end alſo the © 
Serpents Working. 


An having loſt the Pewer and Wiſdom in which he was created, and in 
which he ruled over the Creatures, and being drawn downwards by 

che ſtrength of the Saubtilty, he is degeneraced fromthe way of Holineſs and 
ehe works of Righteouſneſs, andis led in the paths of Darkneſs, and hath his 
courfe in the viſible part of the Creation, and in the defiled way of his own 
Invention, which is broad, and leads him ta Deſtruction ; and in it he wills and 


runs, 
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runs, and ehere the Serpent haſtens him, and purtech him forward (predly? 
that he may not at any time ſtand ſtill, tefthe ſhould. Tonſader the evil of his 
way and turn from it; and here he leads Man 'in the Szparation from God, 
and draweth him in the crooked pach of tis ſabtil deviting,” and then begerteth- 
a Delight to walk therein z ſo that Mans heart is variouſly affeted, with the 
divers Objetsand Appearances that the Serpent preſents unto him and affe&s 
his heart withall, rhac his love and delight is wholly in them, fo that he lovett 
his Pleaſures and Profits more than Gods and in whar way the Serpent leads 
him, he in his ſubrilty laboureth to* make char ſeem 'right wito him ; 
and draweth a deceirful-cover over them , ſo that many are blinded and do 
not ſee-the thing as it is in-its filthineſs; Hence the Drunkard ſaith, '2y 
way is Love 10 my Friend : and the Coverous man, My way is Providence dud 
Carefulneſs y and the Proud man, My way is Faſhionable and Comely , 2nd 
the Decerver, My way is Wit and Policy, and the Fooliſh Jeſter, My way is 
Mirth and Gladneſs : Sodoth the Devil lead Man, and blinds his mind, that 
he cannot ſee wherein he is deceived, but walketh on and prefferh forward; 
until he come to the End, where the P#t js prepared: and this is the broad way 
in which Man walketh, and where he ſatisfieth the Fleſh, with the Aﬀections 
and Luſts ,, and all the evil things proceed from the deceitful heart, where 
the Serpent hath his generation, and ſo comes Murder, Adultery, Coverouſ- 

neſs, Drunkenneſs, Pride, Envy, Milice, with all the things that are Evil, 
which ſeparates Man from God, and keeps him a far off, and in this ſtate no 
Man pleaſeth God; nor none doth good, for aft his works are brought 
forth from the ſtrength and power of Darkneſs, who hath his courſe through 
the fleſhly part, and 1n the fleſh he generates a luſtful defire 5 and when Man 
joyneth unco the Temptation which the Serpent offererh gnto the Luſt chat he 
hath generated, then Sinconceiveth and when Sin is conceived, it is brought 
forth, then Death comes over Man, and here Sin entreth, and Death by Sin z 
for the Wazes of Sin is Death; and as Man liverty after the fleſh, he dies, 
for all his works are cotrupted and unclean, and the Pare God hath no plea- 
ſure in them, but as Man walketh in them he is under the Condemnation, 
and the Wrath and Curſe is upon him, and the Hand of the Lord is againſt 
him and whether it be Prophaneſs , or a Profeſſiow of Godlineſs that riſeth 
from the Darkneſs, and hath its courſe. through the frſhly part of the Crea- 

tion, it is condemned and judged with che Spirit, and he chat-walkerh after 

che fleſh, and ſatisfierh it in the Luſt which'the Serpent hath generated, whether 
it appear finful, or have aſhew of Godlineſs, Dearth comes over Man in it, 
and he dies becauſe his doings are fleſhly and carnal: and Death is come 
over all Men, foraſmuch' as all have finned 3 and whilſt Mans way is in the 

fleſhly part, and his works brought forthin rhe luſt of it, Dearh is upon him, 

and he dies the ſame death as the firſt Man 'in the Tranſgrefſion, and there. 
is no reſpect of perſons', but he that ſnneth without Law, he ſhall periſh 
without Law; and he that finneth under the Law, ſhall be judged by the Law; 

ſo (hall every mans way and work be proved, and he will be recompenced: 
according to what he doth and he that ſoweth to the fleſh, he ſhall of the fleſh 

reap Corruption, and in that ſtare he cannot inherit Incorruption z fo rhat the 

Drunkard, the Swearer, Lyar, Proud, Covetous, Boaſter, Enviour, Wrath- 

ful, Fooliſh- Jeſter, Vain-Talker, Whoremonger, Murderer, Deceitful Hy- 

pocrirical Profeſſor of Godlineſs out of the Power of God, cannor inherit the 
Kingdom of God, for they are ih che unclean natore, and their way and 
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works are in the fleſh g 'and he that liveth after the fleſh ſhall die, aud cannot. 


inherit the Kingdom, but is in the Separation from God that made/him, and in 
the Gagoannge that cannot come to him, but muſt keep at a diſtance from 
him, for Righteou(neſſe and Unrighteonſneſs bave no fellowſhip-together, and 
with that polluted garment Man cannot come into. Gods pure Paradiſe, nor 
enjoy his pure Preſence, but is ſeparated afar off from him, and there 1s plun- 
ged-in woful milery, and groaning, and fighing in the loweſt;/parts of the 
vigble Creation, where the Serpent is Prince, and xuleth over.hims and as 
Maa liveth and walketh inthe fleſh, and A forth-the works of - it. he is 
a degenerated man, and is at a great diſtance from God, and the Earthly parr 
is.0ver, and'makes the Separation, and. burdeneth the pure Creation, which 
is held in-bondage, under the Mixturezof 'the-fallen- Properties that are ouc 
of orders and it is neeedfyl that eyery'\man conſider his way and his works, 


and-ia time lay it to heart, ſeeing all have'finned, and none in Sin can be ſaved, 


nor. none in the fleſh can _pleale God, zeither car fleſh and blood inherit his 
Kingdom ; and who live; and walk -in. it, are ſeparated and a far off from 
God, where his Wrath is exerciſed,: and his Judgments executed, withour 
reſpe& of petlons. 
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CHAP. V. 


EE eee ets 


What it is that doth Convince Man of Evil, and 
alſo the Serpents Working. 

MJ being drawn' into Diſobedience through the ſubtil working of the 
Prince of Darkneſs, he became a Tranſgreſlor of the Pure Power and 
Wiſdom of the Creator, and ſo went out of the Good, in which he was created, 
and went into the 'Ev4, by obeying the Tempter, and then did eat of the 
Mixture into which he. fell, and the Imaginations of his heart became evil 
continually ,. and the Zwvi/wrought more and more to get dominion over the 
Good; and'Man being into the_Mixture fallen, the Zw4l prevailed, and Sin 
entred, and Death by Sing ſo as all have ſinned, and are deprived of che 
Glory, and alienated from the Holy Life, yet did the Seed retain its own pure 
holy quality and property, without any mixture, and it was not extinguiſhed 
in the Fall, but kept its purity, chough Man went from it; and did not abide 
init, and the pare Light in its own quality did ſhine in Mans Conſcience, and 
was made manifeſt in the Eternal Love, to convince Man of all his evil ways 
and works which he was fallen into, and it did ſhine in Darkneſs; and di(- 
covered the deeds of Darkneſs, and convinced Man of the Evil of them ,, ſo 
was Adam convinced that he had tranſgreſſed, and he hid himſelf: . Cain was 
convinced that he had murdered, and: he cryed becauſe of his puniſhment: 
Saul was convinced of his Cruelty, and he ſaid to David, Thou art more righ- 
teous thay I : and the Light of this Holy Seed of Life ſhines forth in the Love, 
and is made manifeſt in the Conſcience of falles Man, and is freely given of 
God unto him to ſeek him in his fallen» Eſtate, and ithath it courſe through 
; the properties of the viſible Creation, and ſearcherhrout Mans Life ano Trea- 
ſure ; and whatſoever the Subtilty hath drawn Mans Mind into, and begot- 
ten a Life in it, the Light ſearcheth ro him, and convinceth and reproverh 
him in his own Conſcience, ſo that Man cannot hide his ſecrets, bug ſtill he 
is 
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is foynd our with the ſearching Light , for ic ſhines in Darkneſs, though, Dark? 
nefſe comprehend, it nor, and with its pure brightneſs it doth dilcove the. 
deeds of Darkneſs, and allo the Prince of Darkneſs, and makes manifeſt hy 
ſecret. workings, and lets Man ſee that he is a Stranger unto God, and. an 
Alien from his pure Life, and is ſerving that ſpiritthat is at enmit ah us wh 
and it lets him ſee the evil works that he commits, and in which he is an E+, 
nemy unto God : So hath the Love of God been made manifeſt in the Lightof 
the Seed of Life, which. through all Generations hath been the ſarne, and 
wich its pure quality it hath found out the Enmity of Mans deceitful heart, with 
all deceitſul workings, and hath broughthidden chings to light, whereby-Mag 
hath come to ſee how his mind hath been exerciſed, and affer what it hath En-, 
clined, and after what his heart hath luſted 3 and as at any time the Luſt hath 
preſſed unto Evil, and to follow the things that are Evil, the Light. hath, been 
near to convince Man of it, and to reprove him for itz and with this Pure. * 
Light, which hath had its courſe. in Man throngh all Generations, hath all 
Evil Deeds been made manifeſt, and with Light in Mans Conſcience condem- 
ned, and all the Good Deeds have been juſtified and approved z and when 
Man hath done well, he hath been accepted, but when he hath done evil he 
hath been judged, and though the Subtilty, with his ſecret working, drew 
Man from his Reſt i» God, and diſordered the pure Creation, yet the Power 
and Wiſdom preſerved itſelf, and retained its glorious Quality and Property: 
without any Mixture, ,which hath its courſe through che Mixture, to find out, 
Man again that is gone from it, and is fallen into the Mixture : So. doth the 
Lord God wait that he may ſhew Mercy, and chrough all Generations his-Mercy 
hath been made manifeſt, that in Mercy he might reſtore the Creation into its 
holy Order, and bring Man from under, the Power of Darkneſs, and ſet;him 
free out of Bondage, that no Corruptible thing may-abide upon him, into which 
he is fallen chrough diſobedzence, bur that ic may be taken away and removed, 
and the Lamb quickened and raiſed, who from the foundation of the World 
was {lain, and that he may come into his pare Dominion without any ſpot or 
blemiſh, for he is more pure than to mix with any Corruptiblething, but the 
Corruptible thing preſſech his tender Life, and che weight of it he beareth, 
and in much patience he ſuffereth under it, the Fuſt for the Unjuſt, thathe 
may again bring Man unto God, and reſtore the Creation into its pure Order 
where it reſted with God, and had its motion in the Power and Wiſdom of 
God, and this is Citiſt the holy Seed, with whom the Covenant ſtands ſure, 
and unto whoin all the Promiſes are made, and in him alone are Zeaand Amen; 
and the Seed hath been ever revealed, co bruiſe the Serpents head, and to 
deſtroy his wock, and through all Generations it hath wrought through che 
fallen Properties of the viſible Creation, and hath found Man in all his out- 
goings, and in his ſecret walking in the paths of Darkneſs, andit hath ever 
made manifeſt the luſtful defre, as it hath at any time reached forth unto the 
thing that is evil, andit hath convinced Man in his own Canſcience when he 
hath luſted after any evil thing , this ic hath. done in Generations paſt, and, 
its pure property doth not alter, and Man, through the Convincement that 
reacherh to kim in the Light, is made a ſenſible Man, and in his own Con- 
ſcience knoweth that he ſhould not do Evil, and he ſeeth che Evil in himſelf 
before he commits.it, and as the Temptation prevails over him and drawey him, 
he ſees that he approaches near unto the Evil; and fo all Men are left with- 
out excuſe, foraſmuch as Evil is made manifeſt unto them, and they we1n . 
n their 
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their own Conſciences convineed of it, and fee it before they do commir it z 
ad Ho run into Evil, or are found in the Evil, either in Thosght, Word, of 
Beef, they tratigteſs againſt the Light, which from the boly Seed of Life 
(hine&forth 'in the Love, ro diſcover, and alſo to convitice Man in tis own 
Confetence of the thing thatis Evil z and Man is here in the Fall, where all 
the Propetties of the whole Creation are out of order, and his laſtfal heart 
eagerly purſuerh thoſe things that are Evil, 'and yer where-ever he runs it the 
Exll, -or it whar path ſoever the Serpent leads him, the Lighe doth diſcover 
it, ind makes the Evil manifeſt in his own Conſcience; ſo that the Dysx+ 
kiy4 is cotviniced that his deeds is evil, as he is in the uncleanneſs of ir, and 
what which doth convince him, is the Light #2 his own Conſcience, aid the 
Li#br which ſhews him Evil,it is pure without any mixrare of Evil: The Decert- 
#45 is convinced that he is not Juſt, and that which doth convinee hitn of 
1t3'$ the Light bf Chrift i his own Conſcience, and that which lets him ſee 
chathe is1ju/t, is Fuſt aud Holy : The Lyay is convinced that his deeds are 
Evil, and he feesit in ſecret whilſt he yer retaineth it in his breaſt , and thar 
which ters him ſee it in his own breaſt before it be ſpoken,& convinceth him of 
ir, is the Zzght of Chrift in his own Conſcience, And that which lets Man ſee 3 
Lye, and convinces and reproves him in his own Conſcience for it, that 
true, and there is mo deceit in it, anditis made manifeſt ro deffroy Lyes, and 
the Father of Lyes ; and there is not wy thing that the Sabtilty hath generated, 
ot doth generate in his deceitful working, but with the tyue Light, that en- 
lchtens every man that cometh into the world, his deceitful work is diſcovered, 
and Man thereof convinced that it is evil, and the Serpents deceitful working 
amongſt the fallen Properties, in which he begets every luſtful defire, is wir 
the Light traced, and rhe ſecret of his working made manifeſt , for the Ser- 
petit Harh ſeared himſelf in the mixtwre of rhe Earthly Corraptible part,amongſt 
che fallen Properties, and bath his courſe inthe Darkneſs, and there generateth 
a deceitful heart, out of which proceedeth all manner of Evil that debilech the 
Mani 3 and he hath gendered a body of Sin, which in the Corroprible Proper- 
ries he hath begotren, . and he hath wrought deceivably, and hath drawn Mans 
mind after Sin, and hath alſo begotten his love and delight in it, and fopro- 
vokes a luftfal defire eagerly to purſae it, and yet ic never can be ſatisfted in 
it; but as Manruns in this pach of the Serpents deviſing, and follows him in 
his leading, and luſterh afcer his Temptation, he draweth a burden upon him- 
ſelf, and cometh into much trouble, and ſomething there is underneath that 
groans with the weight of thoſe Luſts and Sins which che Serpent hath genera- 
ted ifnito a body , and this isa contrary nature, and is not of the Corruptzble, 


but with the Corruptibles is oppreſſed and burdened, and with thofe things thar ' 


the Serpent hath generated ſince the beginning, and hath drawn Mans life in- 
to, the whole Creation, is put out of its Holy Order, and travelleth in pain, 
and the whole courſe of Nature is ſet on fire, whereby Man is deprived of that 
pure Underſtanding in which he was created, 8 in which he diſcerned through 
the Order of the whole Creation, and had knowledge of it as it ſtood in the 
Power and Wiſdom of God : And though Man be thus far degenerated, and 
Kath loſt his Underſtanding that he had in the Manhood, and that the Serpent 
hath drawithim into the fa[ler properties ofthe Corruptible part of theCreation, 
in which he is become as a Beal without Underſtanding, and doth not know 
the God of Power and Wiſdom, northe Order of his Creation; yet in this 
 Wegenerated fate tn which Man is thus ſeparatedand afar off from God, there 
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is a pure holy Seed abides within him, which in its pare Light and Brightneſs 
reacheth unro Mans deceitful heart, which the Serpent hath begotten in him, 
from which the Luſt ariſeth and the Eyil proceedeth z and with it is Light and 
Brightneſs it traly diſcovereth all the Ev#/ that in the deceitful heart is gene- 
rated, and it dothtruly convince him of the Evil, whether Thowghts, Words, 
or Deeds, and when the deceitful heart luſteth ro Anger, and that Anger is 
kindled in Mans breaſt, with the Light it is made manifeſt, and with the 
Light Man is convinced that he is exerciſed in the thing that is ev#/, and 
whatſoever is of the Serpents generation, and hath its conception in the de- 
ceitful heart, it is with the Light found oar, and there is nothing can ſtop its 
courſe from paſſing through the fallen properties to find out Man, who is be- 
come an evil- worker, and to convince him of all his evil deeds3 and Man 
cannor eſcape the Light, though he walk in the midſt of Darkneſs, and haye 
his way in the dark -places of the Earth, and tread in the Serpents deviſed 

aths, and bring forth rhe works of his begerting 3 yet dorh the Zight find 
Lim out, and with it heis convinced, and it is in his own Conſcience placed, 
that all his evil deeds he may ſee, which from the Correprible part of the viſible 
Creation do ariſe, which ſeparateth him from God, and Kkeepeth him in the 
«[ienation from the Holy Life, 
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CHAP. VI. 


How Man flandeth in a Convinced ſlate, andalſq the 
; Serpems Working. 


Hen Man in the Fall is overcome of Evil, and that his deceitful heart 
brings fortlia birth of the Serpents begetting 3 the pure Light, which 
hath its courle through the fallen 4 *P comes to him with a Convince- 
ment, and lers him fee that he is an Evil-doer, and that he is not exerciſed in 
the thing that is good 3 and whenthe Light hach thus found him our, and con- 
vinced him, it doth alto truly and plainly diſcover unto him, tha his way is | 
not right, neither is bis doings approved of God, and if he go on withour 
Repzncance, he muſt periſh : and in the Light Man ſees his Conſcience defiled, 
chat there is uncleannefs upon him, and thac his heart is aot upright, but de- 
ceirful, and Man will acknowledge this in'wotds, and ſay he hath a deceit- 
ful heart, and many evil things proceed our of ir, and he is ſenſible of them 
and as they are conceived and generated in his heart z they are made manifeſt 
unto him, and he in his Conſcience is convinced that they are exceeding ſinful : 
Many Manin his Wickedneſfs will thus confeſs, though he be wholly in the 
on properties where the Devil ruleth over him, and acteth and ordereth 
is mind at his will, yerthe Light reacherh to him,” and ſo far convincerh him, 
as to confeſs he is an Evil-doer, and a finfal man; and chis Confeſſion will 
the Drunkard make, and the Lyar and Swearer : And whatever Man is ated 
in by the Serpents Subtilty, the Light doth convince him of it, and bripgs him 
at fo time to confeſs the Wickedneſs, ſo that every Man is left withour.. 
excuſe before the Pure God, in that he ſees his Evil with the true Light of - 
Chriſt, the Seed of God, which paſſeth through all the Properties of the viſi- 
ble Creation, and doth makethe way of Darkneſs manifeſt : And this Eighe 
hath been within Man ever'fiace the Breath of Life was breathed into him g' 
| an 


140 The New Creation brought forth, —=166« 


and though the Fall came upon Manin the Subtilty, 8 chat he fell into the Mix- 
rare of the Properties of the viſible Creation, yet the Light which was breath- 
ed inthe Life, whereby Man becamea Ziving Soul, it was not extinguiſhed 
by the Fall, neither was its Property changed by going into the Mixture, but 
ic did retain its pure Holy Nature, though Man was enticed from it into the 
Mixture, where he entred into the Evil, and this pure Light of Life hath 
thorow all Generations been the ſame, with its ſearching quality it hath found 
out all the Evil that Man hath or doth commit, and hath and doth convince him 
of itz8 what ir was in the beginning,it hath never been changed in ics Property 
and Quality, but hath continued pure, holy, righteows and meek, as it is at this 
day z and what is come iato Man ſince the beginning, that is not of its nature, 
but is contrary to it, that it convinceth Man of, andteſtifieth againſt , and all 
the Devils works which-he hath begotten in Man fince the beginning, with 
che Light which was in the beginning they are made manifeſt , and che Lighe 
was before Sin entred, and with it is all Sin and Evil, which is the Devils work 
in Man, diſcovered andreproved , And as the Serpent hath got dominion 
over Man, and begets his evil deeds ia him z even {o doth the Light diſcover 
them, and lets Man in his own Conſcience fee them, and the Lighe 
is in his own Conſcience made manifeſt to bruiſe the Serpents hea 
and to deſtroy his work : And this Teſtimany is ſure, though the Sub- 
tilty. cannot receive it; and all that ever came to be acquainted with the 
holy Seed of Life, they never teſtified of another thing, nor ever preached 
another Goſpel;ſo that the ſame Goſpel that was preached unto Abraham, hath 
been and is the ſame through all Generations z and this pure quality ofthe holy 
Seed doth not ceaſe from ſearching after Man, who into the Mixture of the 
Properties is fallen, and there it doth ſtrive with him, by convincing and re- 
proving, that he might not there abide, but that he might ariſe and follow ir, 
and come to inherit the Life in which he was created good , and this is the Love 
of God, which was, andis, andis to come; who would not have any to periſh, 
bat rather that they would turn and Ives and though his Love be fo freely 
made manifeſt, and hath an univerſal courſe through all the faen properties, 
ro find out Maa who is there in the diſorder, and walking in his oiforderly and 
unruly affeQtions, which che Devil hath begotten and exerciſerh him in, yer 
doth not Man receive his Love in the tender of it, neither turns at the reproof 
of the Light which from the Love is made manifeſt ; but he loveth his evil 
deeds more than he loveth the Light, ſo doth not come to the Life, buris 
held with the Serpents Subtilty in the Mixture of the fallex properties, and 
there his delight is in Evilmore than Good, for which the Light condemns him, 
and the Evil-doer cannot eſcape the Convincement of the Light for his Evil 
deeds, but whatever it is that he luſterch after, and hath a life in,- with the 
Light he is found out; and if it be never ſo ſecret, he cannot hide it from the. 
Light z and though the Serpent do beger and generate-many Evil things, and 
provokes unto Evil Concupiſcence, and exerciſeth Mans mind therein, yer 
the Light doth not ceaſe to bear Teſtimony againſt Man inthe Evil, and to con- 
vince him of his Evil deeds: Hence it is that Man ſtands inthe Ackuowledge- 
ment @f his Sin and Evil, butnot turning to the Light when he is convinced 
by it, and doth ſee his Evil init, he till abides in the Evil, which he ſees to 
be El, and is convinced of it z and the Serpent having dominion over him, 
workerh a perſwafſion in him, that the Light which convinceth him is not ſuf? 
ficient ro ſave him, and thereby generates unbelief, and draws away Mans 
mind for attending to the movings of the Light, or for waiting to the 
Operation 
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Operation of irs Power, and Man regarding the Serpents Counſel, fie is drawn 
away from the Light, and cannot believe that ir is ſufficient ro (ave'him 
and ſo M:n doth not turn to the Light when he is convinced by it, becauſe 
Uanbelief hath entered him, as co the ſufficiency of it to do him good, and the 
Serpent ſtill holding Man under his power, he perſwades him that the Light 
is but ſome part of che natural property, and ſo calleth it a Natural Light, or 
a Natural Conſcience, or the molt Tender part of 'a Natwral Man, and that it 
is not any thing of God, neither can ſave or give Eternal life though it ſhould 
be obeyed , and it is but a deceived way, ia which.many poor deluded people 
do run raſhly 3” and itis not.the Redeemer, nor Mediator, nor Interceflor 5 
for char is proper to the man Chriſt, thatdyed at Fersſalem;. and Man muſt 
place his Faih in that very thing dope, for Life and Salyation; or he cannor 
be ſaved and if he do but ſo believe, his (in ſhall not be impured, though he 
live in itand do commit ic: Thisis the fair ſhew of che Serpents likeneſs, by 
which he hath deceived many. people, in begetring unbeliefto the Lighrof 
Chriſt in their own Conſcience, that ſhews them Sin, and convinceth them 
of it, and begetting an Imaginary Faith, to be ſaved by the Man Chriſt cha 
eyed at ning, though in Sinthey abide : and hence it is chat Sin is ſhewed, 
but not deſtroyed, which Man ſeeing, the Serpent perſwades him chat it can- 
not be otherwayes whilſt he bearerh the natural body , for Nature is prone 
to Sin, and none can be free from it ancil that body be laid inthe Earth : 
Thus che Serpent workech Unbelief to the Light of Chriſt in Man, and begers 
a falſe Faith co believe iti Chriſt hot him, and not in any wayes within 
him, for that is Deluſion, faith the Serpent, and in the Serpencs falſe Faich 
which he begets, Man believes that though here in this World he fin out his 
time, yet hereafter in the World ms ſhall be ſaved.': So the Serpents 
faith pars the day of Salvation afar off, and draws Mans mind into diſobedience 
and unbehef to the pare Ligbt of Chriſt in bis own Conſcience, which is Salva- 
tion to the Ends of the Farth, unto all that believe init, and ir doth ſearch after 
Man, and convince hjm of his Evil, that he might tura and lives. but -Man 
not obeying, he comes not to knowthe Life and Yertue that is in it, neither 
to partake of the benefit of ir, So knows nor the Man Chriſt that dyed at Fe- 
ruſalem, nor his Life and Salvation, his Mediation and Interceſhon, but abtdes 
in the Mixture of the fallen properties, where he isa Corruptible Earthly 
Man, without any Change wrought in him by the Power of Chriſt, whoſe 
pure Ligbt is Incorr,uptible : and here Man ſtands convinced! with the. Lighr, 
and ſees the things that are Evil but not believing in; the Light, which 
makes Evil mgaifeſt, he till abides in che Evil,” and is not convyer- 
ted, 
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CHAP. VII. 


| How Man ſtands ins Converted ſtate, and alſo 
* the Serpents Working. 


T He Pure Creation being in ſore travel and pain, through the diſorder of 
the fallen properties, where the Serpent hath ſeaced himſelf over all that. 
is called God, whereby he keepeth Man in the 4lirnation from the Life of 
God, where Death's ſhadow is over him, and ſore grief and pain won ble, 
Oo whit 
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which doth heavily opprefs him, and niake him» go moartting day by day, fo | 


that. Man comes int a confideration of his ftate and conditiony and as he pon» 
dereth in his mind, a p#re Light ſhines forth 5 his Conſciente, thatdothdifco- 
ver to him, at what a diſtance he is from the pure God, #nd how he is aliena- 
ted ſrom his Life, and whata great body of Cortuption there is within him, 
thar cauſeth his ſeparation from God, and when this is made manifeſt nnto 
him, heis ſtricken down inthe (ence of his miſery, and is brovelit into wair- 
ing, toſee if he can meec with any thing to help him and relieve him, ſome- 
thing he feels that cryes after God, which, with the body of (in, is ſeparated 
from him 4 and there is an Enquiry made which way to come unto him, and 
how: to be freed from thoſe things that ſepatate from him 2 and whilſt che 
Earneſt goeth unto the Lord, the Light (hines forth more and more, and dil- 
covenes are made, and Man it the Light beginneth to appear unto himſelf eq 
be exceeding finful, and begnmeth to call in que ftion many thing chat he hath 
lived id; andthe Light difcovers them to be of the unclean nature, and Man 
begins to diflike -then, and he cannot fo delight in them as he hath done in 
times paſt, but begins to be ſ{etious, and-to wait in the Light whiclt doth dif- 
cover them, to fee if he may be preſerved from them , for he ſees them to be 
evil, and that they dodefile him, and are an heavy burden unto him, anda 
fore weight upoti him 5 and by attending tothe Light, and obeying the Light 
which makes them manifeſt, he teceives ſome power againſt them, atid begings 
to get. foe vidory over thems and chough Man in this ſtate have little ac- 
quaintance with eltie Light, yer there is attue turning to it, according to the 
manifeſtacion of it, and the knowledge that is then given by it, and ſo far a 
erue Converhon is wrought, as Man tufns from the Evil, unto che Light which 
makes the Evil thanifeſt, and Man hath forſaken much Evil in obedience ro 
che Ligtit, and hath ceaſed from much Vanity that ſometimes he hath lived 
in, ard departs out of the unclean path of common Prophanefle, and thoſe 
things that once was lovely to him, are now become /o4thſomrz and he ceaſerh 
from Drunkenneſs, and ſuperfluities in Meats and Drinks, which he hath 
been accuſtomed co, and from Lying and Sweating, and gorgious Apparrel, 
in which he ſomcimes hath lived with delighting , and that which workerh 
this Change, and begets in Man ſome Moderation, 1t is the pure Light of the 
holy Seed, which never had pleaſure in Man, 2s he is exerciſed in the things 
that are evil, ſo hath it ever found Man out to canvince him 3 and as he obeys 
it, there is a Cord of Love caſt about him, to draw him and convert him 
and here the Lord-worketh the Converſion, and Man is converted: and into 
this tare have many come, who with the Light have been convinced, and alſo 
from many evil and prophane things converted, and yet from the bands of 
death have never perteQly been looſed, but have been till kept in the houſe 
of bondage, and the Serpent hath wrought deceivably to betray Man into ano- 
cher thing, and hath laboured co lead him forch into ſome Profeſſion, where he 
walkeclike a Sober man, and a Moderate man, to what he hath been in times 
paſt,8& he comes into a faiter ſhew than when he firſt lived in the common pro- 


haneneſs, & when the Serpent hath drawn his mind hicher, & hath brought 


im into ſome fair ſhew of Godlinefſs, and Man ſees that he is much reformed 
in his Evil wayes and coutfes chat ſofrietimes he walked in, he begins to neg- 
let the Light m his own Conſcience, and to follow his Profeſſion tha the 
Serpthr hacty dtawn' his rind unto, and hath ſet up without him, and Man 
draws his Contearment from what he profeſſech, and wich this falſe Concep- 
49042 5 | tion 
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tion that the Serpent hath generated in the Imigination he hath deceived ma- 
ny, and canſed them to erre from the right way , and Man hath gone from 
the Light afcer he hath been convinced with it, and alſo turned from many 
evil chingsby it, and hath become the greateſt Enemy to its, for it is the har- 
deft to renew ſuch a man, who hath been once, ex/ightned, and for a time 
hath had ſome enclination towards it, and bach known ſomething done by it, 
and then curns from it, he becomes the hardeſt and turns molt againſt ir, and 


' quenchesand ſtops the power of ir, that he comes not to be a # generated May, 


nor to know the New Birth born, in which the holy Order of the pure Creation 
ſtands , but the Serpent hath brought forth his many Births we | Likeneiles, 
whoſe deformity and impurity hath marred the true Births Beauty, ſo as lit- 
tle Comlineſs hath appeared in him that he ſhould be deſired, and here the 
many Wayes and many Religions are come up, and many thin 5 Bp 
ate proprne they are denied, and the Scriptures they are a, ed 
and with this fair ſhew 'are many ſatisfied , yet doth the Light of Chriſt 
in Mans Conſcience ſearch after him in this Profefling ſtare, and though 
now it doth not appear againſt him as a Drunkard, or a Sweater, yet it appears 
againſt him as a Wili-worſhipper, and a Time- ſerver, and a May Peaſer, and 
againſt his Double mindedneſs, Unſtableneſs, and Hypocrifie, and with its 
pure quality finds it all out,and ſearches through the fallen properties, in which 
the Serpent generates his profeſſion, and brings forth the birth of . it, and 
though there be a ſeeming difference betwixt Prophaneſs and ſuch a ſhevy of 
Godlineſs, their generation is in one womb, and chey receive their nouriſh- 
ment out of the mixture of the falen properties, which are ina Chaos of con- 
fuſion, and is Mother, My#ery Babylon, in which there is no true order ; ſo 
thar the Prophaneſs and the vrofelion of Godlineſs are both defiled, and with 
the Light that is pure they are both condemned : This is truly the ſtate of ma- 
ny, and thus far have many come, atid never could get further, who have 
taken up their Reſt in the Formal Profeſhon, where there is neither Relief nor 
Satisfaction, and have not endured the fight of Affiittion after they have beey en-* 
lightned, but have gone from the Gate that is called Strait, which is near co 
the Pool of Healing, and have not patiently waited until he hath come to bid 
them take ap their bed and walk, they could not lie and wait, bur have ſtrag- 
led away, though lame and imporent, and have gone from the Gate, called - 
Stjait, and have ſtragled into the way that is broad, and there are got over 
the Croſſe, and have healed chemſclves in a falſe libercy, which ſtands in' 
a ſeeming ſhew of Godlineſs z and in this ſtare there is yer a travel in a ſtrange 
Land, and ſomething breatheth afcer ,its Native Country, where no Cor- 
ruptible Mixcure is, and withthe Light:Man in this ſtate 1s ſearched, and his 
deceitful heart diſcovered, out of which proceeded both the FRpaned and 
Profeſſion of Godlineſs , and with the Light his heart opens, and be comes to 
{ee that his heart is not upright before the Lord, neither is his heart the ſame 
with his Profeſſion, but feigned humility and bypocyili lodgerh.in ir, arid the 
Light ſmites him and corre&s him, both for his Profeffion and for his Pro- - 
phaneſsz then Man comes to ſee himſelf miſerable, and ro behold both his - 
own Righreouſnels 8 Filthineſs,to riſe our of the Mixtures of the fallen proper- 
ties, and ſees himſelf in the weakneſs of the Corruprible Being, and there he 
is ſenſible of che correQting hand of the Lord, though he hath denyed* much 
Prophaneſs, and be turned into a Profeſſion of Godlineſs, and Man comes ro 
ſee that he is ſucking a fruitleſs fountain, and a'dry breaſt, and ng - 
| finds 
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minde the Light and wait in it,and it raiſeth and pulleth down his ſtrong Holds, 
and layech his fenced Cities waſte, and brings to nonght the Gloty of his fair 
ſhews, and ſtains the Pride of them, and he comes to ſee that thoſe things 
which he is obſerving without him cannor bring contentment to, him, bur (till 
the Light ſearches him, and purſues him,and layes many ſore and heayy { h 
. upMthim, and allo ſers his fins in order before him, and lers him Tee what 2 
great body they are gendered in, which makes him cry in his miſery, J7ho ſba# 
deliver me ? ang he comes to be ſenſible of his own Inſufficiency, and to kaow 
that without Chriſt he is miſerable for ever, and that without Chit he can do 
nothing 3 and (6 [ees that all without him are miſerable Comforters, and that 
there is no help to be found inchem when there is need; and then he ſomething 
mote enclines ro the Light within him, and is diligent unto ic,- and begins co 
hearken and obey, and to tutn to it and minde it, and to wait to feel its motion 
and as it doth convince him of Evil, he hath regard unto it, and yeelds him- 
ſelf to obey, and co deny that which ic doth convince him of, and then comes 
to feel thac it leads him out of ic, and alſodeſtroyes it, and takes it away z and 
hereby Man comes to be ſatisfied that it is the Truth of God, and the way 
wherein he ought towalk, andhe waits to feel its drawing, and ic turns his 
face towards it, and begets a'willingneſs to give up to follow ity avd ſo M2nis 
not now only convinced, but alſo converted and turned, both from common 
Prophaneſs,; and alſo from his ſeeming ſhew of Godlineſs, and he becomes 3 
follower of the Light, and to deny himſelf in many things that the Light makes 
manifeſt to be Evil, and in the Leadings of the Light he is kept in the Croſs 
co his Corruptible will, and walketltin the Zrait gate and narrow way, and feels 
ſomething of the Power to crucifie and remove many fleſhly Luſts, chat have 
made War againſt his Soul, whereby he comes to feel that he is ſomewhat ea- 
ſed, and mach weight taken off and removed, which had been upon him, and 
a (ore burden unto hinrs, and _— _ to ſpiing in the Deliverance 
that cryed for it, and when the Light hath thus found Man, and Man is turned 
unto ir, and chat he cannot abide any longer, either in Prophaneſs, or ſeem- 
ing ſhew of Godlineſs, but preſleth in the Light to come wholly out of che 
Mixtures of the fallen properties, to come into the holy Ordey of the purt Cre- 
ation, then doth the Serpent ſtrive in his Subcilty ro hold Man in ſome pare 
of the Mixture, thartſo he may in ſomething yer keep dominion over him, 
and that he may not be ſer wholly free, but may ſerve him ſtill in ſomething, 
though he have truly denyed many things : And hence it is that many ſtick in 
the Birth, who are convinced what is Truth, and alſo in many things conver- 
ted, and yet feel nottrue Freedom wrought, but are ſenſible of a Travel that 
cryes after a day of Deliverance , and here hath che Serpent deceived many, 
= bs have been convinced, and have had true openings and clear diſcoveries in 
the manifeſtation of the Light, and not being warckful, the Serpent hath ſtep- 
ped in, and with his deceitful working he bath beguiled Man, as he beguiled 
Eve, and with the ſame ſruit hath cempted, and over many hath prevailed, 
and hath drawn many minds in the openings to reach forth in eagerneſs to ſa- 
tisfie his luſtſul deſire in the knowledge of Gods Truth, and this hath ſhut the 
Womb upon the Babe that cryes for deliverance, & ſothe Judgment hath been 
fled, and the Croſſe hath been denyed, and a falſe liberty out of the fear 
hath gor up, and bath gendered unto fore bondage , and though the Truth 
be confeſſed unto, and profeſſed in practice, yer doth the Seed lye in bondage 
under the paffed np mind,. that the Serpent hath filled with knowledge, in 


. which 


ripes. 
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which he hath generated a Body, and brought forth a falſe Birth; whoſe 
neck is Riff, and the heart hard, and will not bow unto the Lord - nat 
be ſubje&t to his Power , but in knowledge ſtands exalted; under which 
the true Birth is oppreſſed, and the beauty of it marred by the falſe Ge- 
neration of the Serpents begetring, which riſes out, of the Mixtare and 
receives its body from the Earthly part of che fallen properties, and 
Maa having ſeen the Truth in the Openings, and the vain mind heing filled 
with the knowledge of it, he takes root in the Earthly, and inthe Farthly he 
begias co grow and ſpread forth his branches witha fair and flouriſhing ſhew g 
ind this Earthly body that is thus conceived and generated, and likewiſe 
nouriſhed in the Mixture of the fallen properties, gets a tintute of Truth upon 
it ih the Openings, as Lead may be covered or tinn'd with pure Gold, and 
this Body beareth a fair ſhew, and appears exceeding glorious, but is not the 
Glory of the only Begotten z, and this is brought forth through thedeceirful work- 
ing.of the old Serpent,then he labours to nouriſh itthat it may grow in ſtrength, 
and be a tall man, and a ſtrong man, and be renownable 3 and this being de- 
firable, ic hath been eagerly purſued, and knowledge hath encreaſed, and 2 


+ great growth there hath been in it, and Man hath waxed into a high ſtature 


of it, and hath ſprung up in height like a Cedar in Zabanan, and hath grown 


inthe body of knowledge like an Oak in Baſbax, and under this high and mighty 


growth of knowledge, hath the little breaching Innocency been ftrang 

and ſore burdened and oppreſſed, and hath tilt been ſtriving underneath in 
the meekneſs and humbleneſs, and hath ofc reached the tall Cedar co bring ir 
down, and to the ſtrong Oak, to rhake it bend but the Cedar would nor 
loſe its glory, nor the Oak part with its ſtrength, bur ſtoutly have ſtood, yeag 
and ſtubborgly reſiſted the tender [nnocency, and have caft off the Word: of 
ics Reproof 3 and the tall Cedar hath been litced up, and bath ſaid, Who ſhall 
cule over me? and the Oak it hath been ſtubborn, and hath ſaid, Who ſhall 
cauſe mie to bow ? And ſo en 4 have trampled overInnocency, as a thing of 
noeſteem , and the Gold hath beenkepr in the Mixture, and the clean Sepa- 


ration hath not been made, but the Subulry hath wrought over it,and hath kepr 


che Dfoſs and Tinn above it, and Man hath not liked the Furnace, neither 
hath been willing to abide the Day of his Coming in chat Mahifeftation;: bur 
hath ſ-ved his Life in the Mixcure, in which the Serpents Dominion ſtanderh,' 
who in his Subtilicy hath ever wrought ſecretly againſt the Segd-of Life, whicht 
is made manifeſt to bruiſe his head, and deſtroy his work 3 and though Man 
may be convinced, and in many things converted, and may have followed the 
Light in the Self-denial and daily croffe, to many of the Worlds Faſhions; 
Cuſtoms, and Traditions, yet may the Seed be ſtill cloſed in the Womb of the 
Earthly Mixrares, and travel in ſofe pain for want of deliverance ; and as the 
Power hath riſea in Man, and hath begun to, work. in the Furvace, and to di- 
vide and (eparate betwixt the Precious and. the Yile, and the Furnace harh' 
been truly let to have refined, and the Fire hath begun to take hold to have 
conſumed, that the Seed out of the Mixture might have beegiredeerned, "anfl 
an Holy Birth regenerated, chen hath the Serpent violengly:Rirred, ſeefng 
his Kingdom ſo.near to be deſtroyed, and he in great danger to be caſt otir 
atd dif-poſſeſſed 3 and he hath wddenly drawn Man frota the Power, and oat 
of the Fatnace that ſhould haye refined and brought forth the. Gold withour 
Mixture, and he age hath begotten Man into a falſe liberty, and hatfr 
exalted hini over the Croſſe and Judgment, tha, the Life in the Eadly 
p ould' 
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could notabide, 'ahd there hach'the Etiemy wroughr \n his Subtilty, and hath 
drawa::Mans tnind into-a fleſhly liberty; foas Man unto the World returns 
again; arid uno the Worlds Faſhions and Cuſtoms is a Man conformable, 
axid then date ſay in the ſtoutneſs of his heart, char he Iiverh with God 1n the 
Inner man s andihaving ſeen mach, and alſo caſted ſomething of the Word 
and Power, bat not in the Furnace abiding, to know 2 clean Separation made, 
and a perfef# Regeneration wrought, he becomes a vety ſuvbtil worker, and a 
great Enemy to the pure [nnocency, being fled into the fallen properties to ſave 
his Life z and-from this ground a monſtrous Birth is generated, and by the 
ſtrength of the Subtilty brought forth, and it is not in any ways like the true 
Births. born inthe Regeneration, which from che holy Womb proceeds, and 
in the Furnaceiis brought forth, without any Mixture of the Earthly part 5 and 
where it is truly-botn, it changeth the whole Man throughout, and perfealy 
redeems him outof the World, with the Faſhions, Cuſtoms and Traditions, 
and/it hath its: nouriſhed from the Breaſt of che holy Life, and grows 
in the pureholy mature of it, andisſtrongin its Power, 1n which it makes war 
and'overcomesthe Serpent and his Power: Let the call Cedars and ſtrong 
Oaks conſider, and ſtoop and bow, for they muſt fall.and be broken, and the 
Innecency muſt teign becauſe it is pure, and there is no mixture in itz and alſo 
ter ſuch confider,- who have had a taſte of the 174e Power, and have known 
CGmerhing of irs Work, and are again returned unto Folly, and are flown up 
mito the Air,/ and plead their fleſhly liberty as a thing chat is natural to the 
viſible Creation, - and dare ſay, that though ſuch things appear, chey do nor 
defile the Tyner wan, neither do they feel any reproof for their fleſhly and car- 
nal doings, bur ſtand juſtified before rhe Lord in their 1»»er mar ; let ſuch 
know is frorh the Lord, that they are Birds of the Air, and took their flight 
in Winter, and the Hand of the Lord will bring them down, and Jer the 
Proud-and Arrogant conſider, who dare to ſay that all their works, whether 
they be goodor evil, are wrought in God, and what they do, it is his doings, 
thoagh it be Drunkenneſs, or any other Evil, and ſo are in the deviliſh ſpi- 


rit, :r4vihve and making merry over the Pure Innocent Life 3 ler ſuch fink 


doxwn;''2nd hereby know, yea, 'as from rhe Lord, that cheir Lite is for Death, 


and their: Works for Judgment; for the holy Seed is riſen that bruiſeth che 

ents head, and he cannot ſave it with all his rwiſting, nor keep his deceir- 
' fall works from-Jadgement ;' but all his building muſt be defaced, and all his 
works deſtroyed. | 
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, The New Birth in the Regeneration, and all, othe 
1 6, \ Serpents WrFivg. 
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F[.Anbeingdepenerared from the holy Order of the pure Creation, & be- 
LY; ing fallen'tadec the Serpents power, who is a ſubril & deceitful Worker, 
all rhefaculcies and'/properties of Man are indiforder, and are become a Chass 
of Confuſion, and withour being regenerated and born again he cannot come 
mo his place in Which he todd in the Pie Creation, and znjoyed the Pre- 
ſence (of the: Phje' God, rieicher: can he thme. to rhe "ftee of Life,: bur is 
ſhutout and fenced with the Aaming 'SWord; f the Ynclean cannot 
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enter ints"he Par? ;neiher 'can''come ro feed' upon the holy Life 4 
but muſt wich the, Sword be cut-down , and*'with che Flame be *con- 
ſumed, and Man through the fiery Farnace mnſt paſſe before he can in- 
herit the Kingdom, or poſſeſs Eternal Life, which in the pure Creation was 
ics Reſt and Portion, and with this pare Light is Man in all his wayes found 
out, that he might return and come again ro inherit and pofleſs the Life from 
which he is degenerated and fallen, and with rhe Light he is im his own Con; 
ſcience convinced of the things that are evil, that he might nor abide in them, 
but that he might forſake them, and deny them,''and follow the Light our of 
them 3 and as Man comes into the Obedience, he comes to know that the Light 
of Chriſt in his Conſcience, which doth ſhew him Sin, and convinces him of 
Sin,that it is ſufficient ro ſave him from Sin, & redeem him our of Sin, & deſtro 

the body of Sin, and thereby reſtore him again intothe holy Order of the Pure 
Creation, where he enjoyed the Preſence of God, and was good in the fighy 
of God, and this is that which ſeeks loſt Man, and is made manifeſt to ſave 
and redeem him out of his loſt eſtate, and all that have believed in ir through 


_ Ages and Generations, have known the effeua] working of its Power, by 


which they have been redeemed out of the Earth, and from the vain Conver- 


ſation of the Would, and walked as Pilgrims and Strangers in the 


Worldyz And this Pure Light was with Abel, and in it he ſacrificed, 
and his Sacrifice was accepted, it was with Seth, and in it he called 
upon the Name of the Lord it was with Noah, and in it he was preſerved, 
when the Flood came upon the world of the Ungodly; it was with Abraham, 
and in it be believed, and it was counted unto him for Righteouſneſs, it was with 
Iſaac, and in it he was the Heirof Promiſe 5 itwas with Facob, and in it be 
went over Eſau's Mownt, add out of his loyns came'the twelve Tribes, whom 
God choſe for his own.[nhericance: 1t-was with Afoſes, and in ithe led forth 
the Inheritance of God out of Egypt :' it was with David, and init hi Horn was 
exalted : it was with Fob, &'in it he wasredeemed, and knew his Redeemer liv- 
ed: it was with 1ſaiah, andiin ic he ſaw « Child boyn, and a Son given; it was 
with Malachy, and in it he ſaw the Separation, and the Fewel out of the Mix- 
ture: it was with Fohn, and in it he ts the Lamb of God, and did behold the 
Glory of the only Begotten of the Father. And this pure Light of the holy Seed 
of Life, hath had ics courſe through al Generations, and hath been made ma+ 
nifeſt through che ſeveral Diſpenſarions and Adminiſtrations, as it hath plea- 
ſed the Father of Spirits, 4d they that did believe in it, did not abide in dark- 
neſs, 'nor did ot continue farisfying the lyſtful defire of the fleſhly part, but 
were Regenerated through the effeQual working of the power whereby they 
became Fad 20 Sin, and: alive to God, and were born of rhe holy Seed, which 
made them holy Men, and with it they were filled and divinely-inſpired, and 
then they teſtified of its. Power, and'ic was the ſame rhing unto them all, and 
neither changed its quality nar propetty. though diverſly it manifefted it ſelf s 
and all the holy Men of God, rhat gaye forth .the Scriptares, they had the 
Name inthe, Nature of che*holy Seed,” and were born of irthrongh the Re- 
generation, and this was a work rhac Was wrought before Scriptures were 
written, and was the ſame work in chem that writ the” Scriptures,” and ic harh 
been the ſame in Generatiogs fince the Scriptures were writren ; and ir isthe 
work of Chriſt, the holy Seed, anditis proper unco'him'alone, to regenerate 
and make a New.Man ; 4d: no man can add to the work of Regeneration, 
for it isan inward work, wrought by an Taviſible Power, that no mortal Eye 
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can behold : And this work at this day is witnefled amongſt a Remnant, whom 
he hath choſen to be his own Peculiar People , and as Man turns to the Light 
of Chriſt ia his own Conſcience, it will open his own Condition to him, and 
make manifeſt eyery ſecret thing, that the Serpent hath begotten and drawn 
his Life into g and it will clearly diſcover unto a Mans underitanding that they 
are evil and finful : and as he mindeth the Light, and obeyerh it, it will lead 
him out of the Evil that ic maketh manifeſt unto him, and thus far Man is con- 
vinceo, and alſo converted : Then the Serpent begins to make war, and la- 
bours to hold Man in thoſe things which he hath begorcen in him , but as Man 
joyns to the Light he will receive ſtrength to ſtand againſt him, and alſo to 0- 
ver come him, for after a Man is convinced, and alſo converted and turned t6 
che Light, then he enters into a great fight of Aflictions, and hath a ſore Con- 
fli& to paſſe thorow, as he abides faithful, before he ger the Serpent undet 
his feet; and after Converſion the Serpent beſets Man fore, and laboureth 
with all his might to ſtop him in his travel, ſothat Man is ſometimes kept by 
the ſabcil _— of the Serpent, and cannot readily get on, nor clearly caſt 
off choſe things which he is curning from, in obedience co the Light, bur is 
ſill kept by the Serpent, who labours to ſave his head from brufing, and the 
way that he hath to do ir, is todraw Man into the Reaſoning, and there. to 
conſulc how ic will be with him, if he wholly give up and deny thoſe chings that 
he is convinced of, and alſo turning from, and what will be the end if he part 
with them , And here have many felt the Dragons war againſt the Innocent 
Lamb, that bath been travelling for Freedom from under the Corruptible 
things, which have oppreſled his Innocent Life g and Man hearkning to the 
Serpent, and entring into Reaſoning and Conſulting , the Serpent keeps 
the Vail over him, and then ſhews what great loſſe ic will be unto him if he go 
on to deny all thoſe things, that he is convinced of to be evil, and is turning 
from , and alſo perſwades him, that if he ſhould follow the Light unto the end, 
and part with all for it, yet it is not ſafficient to ſave him : and under this Vail 
many ſtumble at the Light, and draw back and follow no further, chough for 
2 time they have in ſome things been obedient z and this is the Man that loves 
ſomething more than Chriſt, and cannot pare with his own Life, for the gain 
of Life Eternal: And thus doth the old Serpent work for the ſafery of his 
Kingdom z but chrough his ſtrong holds have many broken, and from his 
bonds they are looſed in the power of the Light, which being minded and 0- 
beyed, itdoth convert Mans mind from the thing that is Ew4l, and ariſeth in 
its power to judge it and condemn it, and upon the Crofleto crucifie it y (0 
that Man dyeth unto ic, and it dyethin Man z andasa Drunkard minded the 
Light, and obeyeth the Light, when it doth convince him that Drunkenneſs 
is Sin, it will lead him out of Drunkenneſs, and deſtroy that work of darkneſs, 
and take away Mans Life in it, And this is the Work of Chriſt, who is 
made manifeſt to deſtroy the work of the Devil, and to burn ic up with un- 

neachable fire, that he thereby may ſet Man free from under the burden of 
all Corruptible things 3 and whatever it is that the Serpent hath generated in 
Man fince the beginning, and drawn Mans heart to luſt after, the Light 
Which was in the beginning, in which is no fin, but pure and undefiled, ir 


doth yon againſt it, and alſo every luſtful defire chat trath irs rejoycing in - 


ic, andit brings it down with a ſtroak of ſevere Judgeraent; and as Man in 
che Light believeth, even ſo doth ic work, and appear in its power, to de- 


ſtroy.every Luſt inwhich the Serpent hath dominion gyer Man,ahtd in —_ 
y Ee 
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te makes wat againſt the Soul, and as Man denies himſelf, and takes up the 


Croſle, and follows the Light faithfully, he becomesa dying man, and che 
Power ſeparateth between the Prec/ous and the Yzle , and then He will be felr; 
whoſe Fan is in his hand, and the Fire will be known which burns up the 
Chaff, and as Man abides this Day, and keeps in rhe Righteons Judgmeat; 
the 014 Man will be crucified, and all his Deeds.conſumed, and neithet 
Prophaneſs, nor ſeeming ſhew of Godlineſs, ſhall ſtands in the Judgment; 
but the Talleſt muſt come down, and the Strongeſt muſt bow z for the Fire 
will not ſpare, but through the Earth will paſle 3 and- that which is of the 
Earth muſt burn, and none can quench g and Man abiding this Day, and keep» 
ing in the Patience, Fudgement will be brought forth unto Vittory, and Man will 
come forth dead to himſelf, and alive in Chriſt; and ſo will come ro know 
that Chriſt worketh that Work which no other can do, and that the Lightdoth. 
not only ſhew him bis Sin, and convince him of ity bur if he curn, obey, and 
and believe 1n it, {o it will cake the Sin away, *and purge his Conſcience 
from the dead works, and redeem him ont of all the Luſts which the © 
Serpent hath generated in him, and hath begotten his Life into, and he 
will know his Redeemer liveth, and Salvation he will feel in the Light, which 
doth condemn his fin in the fleſh : and here a Drunkard is redeemed out of 
Drunkenne(s, a Swearer from Swearing, a Lyar from Lying, a Covetous 
Man from Covetouſneſs, an Angry man from Anger 3 and foout of all Vain 
Pleafures, Sports, Jeſting, Headineis, Wildneſs, Cuſtoms, Faſhions and Tra- 
ditions that are in the World through Luſt ; With the Zzght Manis redeemed 
through its Righteous Judgment, for with its pure ſearching quality it finds our 
every ſecret thing of che old laſtful nature, and proceeds againſt it in Judg- 
ment, (o that the Serpent cannor eſcape the Light, but with all his Subtilty. 
he is found out ; and as Man believes inthe Light, ſo doth the Judgment Fall 
upon the Serpents head'z and though it be long before Man can give up him- 
ſelf truly, todeny all things that he is convinced of to be evil, or before he can 
get clearly thorow, or t© the end of much that he-is turning from or before 
he can witneſs a perfe& Regeneration through the fire of cleanſing, yet; as 
Man in the Light believes and follows it, the Work is going on and proſpering, 
and the Luſts and evil deeds are dying, and the Serpent he is weakning, and 
doth.not come upon Man ſo furiouſly and forcibly as formerly, but his Temp- 
cations are weaker, and Man in the Light he is ſtronger, and ſtands with 
courage to refiſt him, and as Maa feels at any time dominion oyerthe Serpent, 
and thathe is able, as he abides inthe Light, to reſiſt him , ſo doth his ſtrength 
and courage encreaſe, and he ſtands boldly in the battel, and yeilds not when 
temptations come, but brings them under and treads them down, and as the 
Serpent comes upon Man, and appears to tempt him into that Luſt which Mani 
is making war againſt, Man ſtands ptepared unto batrel,' and is ſtrong and of 
a good courage, and goes forth againſt him in his firſt appearance, and.in the 
power of the Light placeth true Judgment upon his head, and bruiſeth him; 
and ſo Man is pteſerved from him, and, abſtains from Evil in the appearance 
of it; and this is the Serpents great deſign to keep Man alive to himſelf, and 
to delight in his hearts luſts, whereby he ruleth over him, and takeshim cap® 
tive at his will, and he is not willing to ler him go if all his ſubtilty can hold 
him's therefore many Temptations come upon Man after he is convinced and 
comes to own the Truth of God 3 and ashe converts and turns unto the Lord, 
he is many times ſorely beſet in his way, and often ready to be driven quite 
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again: and hence it is that Man finds ſuch a ſtrong Warfare in his Spiritual 
Travel, and finds it ſuch a hard work to come into the Regenerared State, be- 
cauſe there he muſt deny himſelf, and forfake all his hearts Luſts, and lay 
dawn his Life in the Judgment, and abide the Fire of Refinement; and as 
Man in the Light begins to approach near unto chis great Work, then the Ser- 
pent ſtrives in his ſabeilry to.with-hold him and keep him back, and fo the two 
intheir contrary natares are felc in the ſtrife z and this Gate zs ſtrat, and few 
there be that finds, And as Man ſtands fairhful and abides in the Light, he 
will feet ſtrength to ſupport him when the Enemy thus violently purſues him, 
and.he will ſtand a Conqueror over thoſe Lufts that have had dominion over 
tim, and when che Serpent finds that he cannot keep Man in the Inordinate 
Aﬀﬀetion, and lead him forth to ſatisfie his Luſt to the full, as he had wone 
todo, the in his fubrilty he abares his Temptation, and perſwades Man that 
he: may uſe things moderately, and keep our of Exceſs, for itis the Exceſs 
that makes it to become Evzl, and (oto be condemned , but if he ceaſe from 
* Exceſs, the moderate uſe will not bring Condemnation : ſo he tells the Drun- 
katd, if he keep himſelf from being drunk, he may moderately keep his 
Erietnd company, and he may be merry with him: and he tells the Proud in 
heacr, if they uſe not Exceſs in their Apparrel, they may go decently :ccor- 
ding to their quality z and the like Temprations for other Luſts he hath z and 
he tells Man, the moderate ute of them will not bring Condemnation: bur 
here ſome have found him a Lyar, ashe is, who came to abſtain and refrain 
from the Exceſs of many things, which once they were ſerving their Laſts in, 
and came down to that which the.Devil called Moderation, but found it was 
in the hearts luſts (till, and with the Light was ſtill comdemned and 
judged , and no reſt nor peace could be found, until the Devil 
was wholly denied, and the hearts Luſts given up to the Croſle, 
and there crucified , and thereby* Redemption perfe&ly wronght in the 
Power of Chriſt, and then comes the right uſe to be made of all things in their 
place with t7#e moderation z, and in the uſe of them in the Redeemed ſtate 
there is no Condemnation, for they are received and uled in the fear of the 
Lord, and what is uſeful and no more, and there isno Luſt abiding that rea- 
cheth forth beyond the preſent need, and there is the Bleſſing felc 5 but Man 
that hearkens ro the Serpent, and takes chat for Moderation that he calls ſo; he 
is deceived z and though he leſſen the uſe of that which the Light reproves him 
foriin the Inordinate Aﬀetion,yet will the Light {till condema him, and judge 
him in his own Conſcience, until he come tothe Power, and there have his 
Luſt cruly Crucified : So the Serpent tells the Drunkard, he may drink mo- 


derately, and be merry with his Friend : he tells the Proud, he may par on © 


ſuch Garments as are ſuitable to bis quality amongſt men, ſo chat he keep 
within the bounds of Moderation: And many have here denied common 
Drunkenneſs, and yet farisfying the old Luſt in the Exceſs : And many thar 
cannot wear ſo many Ribbands, nor great Cuffs, as ſometimes they could, 
yer they muſt have ſome bunches of Ribbands, and little Cuffs 3 Then faith 
the Devil, thou art now in the Moderation, and doſt no more, or hardly (© 
much as becoines thy quality, And now to give one true and faithful Ex- 
perience, though many in theſe things might be truly demonſtrated : I know a 
Man who once was alive co himſelf, and ſerved his Luſts, a»d loved Pleaſures 
more than God, and in one thing the Serpent had ſealed his life more than in 
many others, and his delight was chiefly init , and afcer he came to obey the 
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Light of Chriſt in his Conſcience, it was clearly diſcovered unto him to be 
exceedihg Evil z anid though he minded the Light, and ſtood in the Croffe ro 
his luſtfal defire, yet the Devil did not ceaſe to provoke eagerly, (till to (ati(- 
fie the Luſt, though he could not do rhe thing as he had done in the uſe of it, 
the Terror of the Lord was upon him, and his Righteous Judgement reached 
unto him, and many ſore ſtripes he bore : then ſaich the Serpent, Leſen thy 
Inordinate Aﬀeftion, and it will nbt be ſo with thee : then he came from the 
uſe of much, to the uſe of leſſe , burthe Judgmenc ſtill purſued him, and the 
"Terror encreaſed upon him, and though the uſe of it was in the end ſo much 
leſſened, as it was hardly uſed at all, yet when it was uſed, the Judgment 
ceaſed nor, but Plagnes were forthwith poured, and it was juſt with the Holy 
God ſo to do, and he could find no Peace, until he gave up his Life in the 
Luft, and ſtood upon his Watch, and whenever the Serpent approached with 
that Temptation, he placed Judgment upon his head, and ſo walked in the 
daily Croffe, until he was Crucified unto the Luſt, and the Luſt Crucified 
unto him, which now is as dead as if it had never been, Unto Him be Glory for 
evermore, who andertook the C auſe, and perfeited his own Work. Now Man 
that comes not toknow the Luſt crucified in the g#0nnd, heis betrayed into a 
falſe Moderation, and as he there ſtandeth, -be looketh at himſelf to be above 
many others, who yet abide in the 7nordinate AﬀetFionz and fo the Serpetit 
worketh deceivably, to keep Man out of the Furnace, and to lead him afar 
off from Judgment, and though the 1nordinate Aﬀettion may be abated, yet 
the Luſt is not crucified, bur the life in itis ſaved, and Man here flies for his 
life, that when he ſhould deny himſelf and cake up the Crofle, he denies the 
Croſle and ſaves himſelf, and flies the Jadgment, ahd cannor abide that day 
but as Man keeps tothe Light, this way will be made eaſfie, and he will be able 
ro tread thorow it, and come to the end of it; and conquer the Serpent who 
works againſt him z and as Man follows the Light faithfully, it brings him to 
the Judgment and keeps him in the Judgment, and there he waits and abides 
until Judgment be brought forth ufito Vidtory ,; and he, asa willing man, 
walks, in the daily Croſs, and cheaffully gives apall his hearts Luffs ko be 
crucitied, and then he feels the Enmity ſlain, chat hath begotten and nouriſhed 
the Luſt, and ſo Man comes truly through the Furnace, and abides the Fire 
of Refinmenr, in which the Separation is made, and the Coryuptible is burned 
and deſtroyed , then the Holy Seed'sf Life appears without any Mixtute, and 
the Creation is delivered out of travel and pain, and in this Fiery Furnace is 
Man regenerated, where the 0/d mar is deſtroyed, his hearts Luſts crucified, 
the body of Sin conſumed, the Droſs and Tin purged, the Gold clearly fe- 
parated, and brought forth in its own pure property and quality; and through 
this living eternal operation is Man recovered our of the Fall, and the Pare 
Creation 1s again reſtored into its holy Order, in which it was ver voo0d, and 
Man is then redeemed out of the fallen properties, where he hath been luſt- 
ing after evil, and comes again into the -Paradife of Pleaſure, .and hath his 
courſe unto the Tree of Life, andthe flaming Sword doth not now fence it 
from him ; and this is the Regeneration which Man muſt come to know in the 
Fire of Refinement, where he muſt part with all that is his own, whethet 
Filthineſs or Rightcouſneſs , and come thorow without any unclean thing, or 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God z and Man maſt put off che Cor- 
ruptible- part of the Earthly, where he is in the Degeneration, before he can 


off 


152 The New Creation bzought fozth — 1651 


off in the Fire of Refinement, and abides in the Work of Regeneration, he 
comes to the New, and receives the New, and it is born in him, and thereby 
his Change is wrought, and he is redeemed out of the fallen properties anto 
the Holy Order of Life, and he is now no more his own, neither can he ſatisfie 
Luſt any longer, bur istruly dead unto it, and his Life is renewed in the 
Birth of the holy Seed, of which he is born, and in which he is a New man, 
and ſo puts off Drunkenneſs, and dyes to that Luſt, and puts gn Sobriety, 
and lives inthat Vertue z he puts off Anger, and dyes to that Luſt , he puts 
on Meekneſs, and lives in thatYertuez he puts off Envie, and dyes to that 
Luſt; he puts on Love, and lives in that Vertue: and ſo in all things that 
the Serpeat hath begotten through his deceitful working, that ſtands in the 
Old luſtfull Nature, the Light jadgerh it, the Power crucifieth it, the Fire 
burneth and conſumeth it, and ſocleanſerh Man from his Defilements, and 
clearech the way for the Holy Birth to ſpring, and for the Lamb that from the 
foundation of the world hath been ſlain, to come into Dignity and Dominion to 
Reign: ſo to die is gainz And bleſſed is the Man that dies in the Lord, he comes 


to inherit Life and Immortallity, and topoſſeſs durable Riches, and a Life with-. 


out end; and is an Heir of God, and a joynt- Heir with Chriſt, 12 whom he is 
made a New Man, and bears a Heavenly Image, in which the Father is glo- 
rified, who 4s over all, bleſſed for ever. 


CHAP. IX 


The New Creation inthe holy Order, 


T H E Lord God of Eternal Glory, ſearches after Man in his fallen and de- 
generated ſtate, and with his pure Light he finds him afar off, with his 
feer walking in dark paths, and his way in the Land of Deſolation, and there 
doth he viſit him in his poor and low degrees for Man is fallen from God, 
and departed from his Maker, the Serpent hath deceived him, and with his 
ſubtilty hath drawn him out of the holy Order, and hath enticed his mind into 


the fallen Properties of the viſible part of the Earthly, where he is a ſervant 


to the (ubril Worker, and ſatisfies his own hearts luſts that is leſhly, and is a 
ſinner againſt the holy God, and in the diſorder of the unruly Aﬀettions, 
where the pure Creation is in Bondage, and travelleth in fore pain, and the 
old Heavens, and the old Earth moves over it, and heavily oppreſles its and 
man in the fallen E#ateis never at Reſt, nor his heart ſarisfied with luſting ; 
and in this Separation from the God of Mercy, is Man plunging in the depth 
of Miſery, a ſinner he is, and Death reigns over him, and wrath is upon 
him, and in the diſorder of the unruly Aﬀettions, his life is driven about and 
roſled, and there is no ſtedfaſtne(s in him , and in this troubled ſtate, there is 
acry unto the Lord, and a breathing goes forth that would be in reſt, and 
the Lord hath reſpe&, and hears, and in bowels of pitty he ariſes to help, he 
ſtrercherh forth his Aro, and brings the Mountains down z he comes forth in 
power and makes the Hills to melt, he utters his voyce, and the Earth 
rrembles, he kindles a fire and conſumes it into Aſhes, he brings Man into 
che Nothingneſs, and diſſolves the old Birth into its duſt , he cauſes the old 
Heavens to paſs away with a noiſe, and he melcs the Elements with fervent 
' heat, and Mannolonger lives therein, but his life is taken away, and he lies 
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Alain and dead, and there isno motion in him, until the Spirit of Life from 
God cone into him, and create him new into the holy Order of Life, and (0 
gives him breath and being as in the Reg z and he is made and f:ſhioned 
with the hand of God, and is the Workmanſhip of God, in whom ke now re- 
ceives his life, and out of whoſe bowels he draws his breath, whereby ke is 
perfectly renewed 1n the ſpirit of his mind, and hath no old thing upon him, 
nor Earthly part ab:ding in him but through the fire of Refinement he is 
made clean, out of the Virgins Womb he ſpr.ngs, and ſucks the breaſt which 
giveth Life, whereby he grows in ſtrength, and in wiſdom incteaſes, and 
comes into the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, and pattakes of his divine 
nature z all old things being put off, and all done away in the fire of Reſine- 
ment, he comes forth of tne Furnace a naked Child, and a new Creation 
ſprings, and a new Creature Man is made, and riſes with the Lamb in his 
nature, and the Pearl's glory he is cloathed withall, and into the holy order 
of Life he is reſtored, and hath his way. in the pleaſant Paradiſe, and his 
food from the Tree of Life, and his. motion ſtands in the Power and 
Wiſdom of the Seed, which is come into dominion , and reigns in 
its pure quality and property, Without any mixture, and there is no 
Cor: uptible thing abides upon it, bur inthe Refining Fire is purged and con- 
ſumed z and as Man abides the Fire, and waits in the Judgment, he puts off 
the Old in which he hath lived, and he puts on the New and is tranſlated 3 
and here man truly dies to himſelf, and receives Chriſt the Seed of Life, and 
putteth him on, whereby he feelerh Chriſt made unto him Wiſdom, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redemption , and in his Power and Wiſdom, he 
brings fortha New Creation in the holy Order of his pure Life, in which the fix 
daycs works are paſſed thorow,and the Separation and Conſumption is wrought 
in the Furnace, where the Fire cleanſeth, and the ſeventh day is come unto, 
which is holy unto the Lord; in which Man. reſts from all his own works, as 
God did from his, and firs down in the power and wiſdome of the holy Seed, 
and reſts in the ſtilneſs of its divine Nature, of which he truly is made a par- 
taker & in it he is cransformed,& ſtands in the holy Order of the New Creation; 
in which he is perfe&ly made a new Creature, ang hath his motion in the ew 
Heavens,and Lang pas 6-0 oa dwells Righteogſneſs, and with Righteouſneſs 
he is covered as with a Robe, & Holineſs 1s become his Veſturezand £ bears the 
Heavenly Image in the Life, and is lovely and amiable ro behold, andis in the 
ſight of the holy God, very good. Thus is the New Creation finithed with all the 
hoſt of ir, & is brought forth in the holy Order, through the effeRual working of - 
the holy Power z and Man is changed and renewed in the holy Birth of the Im- 
mortal Seed, and again is placed in the. Paradiſe of pleaſure, and is not fenced 
from che Tree of Life, bur bath acceſs untoir, and iris his da ly food, and 
he lives by it, and reſts in the comfort and conſolation of it, which is Life with- 
out end, 
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CHAP. X. 


The Way and Works of Man in the New Creation. 


PY 

Man believes in the Light, which from the Life ſhines forth, and in 
his own Conſcience is made manifeſt, he comes to the Righteous 
Judgment of God, who paſſeth Sentence againſt him, and condemns him to 
death, where upon the Croſs he is Crucified, and there he dies unto himſelf? 
with all his hearts luſt, both in thought, word, and deed, then doth the Fire 
take hold, and burns and conſumes, and through its operation wholly diſ- 
ſolves the old Man, and deſtroyes all his deeds, and through deſtruction unto 
the Corruption, there ſprings a holy pure Generation, which hath its Con- 
ception in the Matrix of Eternity, and 1s brought forth inthe holy 0rder of Life, 
and in this holy Generation is Man reſtored into his firſt 0der, and is truly 
the Off-ſpring of God and hatch his motion in the Power and Wiſdom of God 3 
and in this Reſtoration Man is changed, and becomes a new 1a» in Chriſt, 
and his way and all his works are yew, and he becomes a Well-doer, and is 
accepted of-God in Chriſt the Beloved, and here Man finds the ncw and 
living Way, which makes him a ew and /iving Man, and leads him unto the 
living Gad g and this isthe Way of Holineſs in which the clean feer walk, and 
Man that is in it ordered, heis in the way of Peace, and is led into the green 
Paſtures of Everlaſting Refreſhings, and he walketh continually by the plea- 
ſant Streams, and hath his Courſe by the River that makes glad the whole 
City ; and inthe holy Life of the Immortal Seed is his Life bound up, and he 
is ordered in the motion of it, and he doth not ſtir but in the holy order of ir, 
and it is the ftrength of his Reins, and the girdle of his Loyns, and keeps 
thened to runthe way 
is Joyns, but perfe&* 
ſtrength in the motion of the holy Seed, which carries him as upon Eagles 
wings ; and he runs and'is'not weary,” he walks and is not faint, and his wa 
is holy, and his works holy unto the Ltd, "and he is Created in Chriſt Teſus 
chat he ſhould'walk in them," and is nd more his own, bur in the Lords dif. 
poſing, and truly ſerves the Lord in Righteonſne(s and crue Holinefss and He 
no more thinks his own thoughes, nor ſpeaks his own words, nor works his 
own works,  butis moved and acted inthe Power and Wiſdom of the holy Seed. 
of which he is born and made a new Creature; and his works are works of 


. Man in cloſe Communion with it, whereby he is ſtren 
of every Comtnand, -and there is no feebleneſs upon 


Holineſs, 'proceedin 


from the Life of Chrift; and man is holy as he 
t unto good'works 


is holy , 


e is Created in Chrift, and his delight inthe new Crea - 
troy is in the thing that Is good, ind in a'new and living Way he” walks, and 
brings forth new and living Works, in the living Power and Wiſdom of the 
holy Seed; and thus Man is changed, and is made a Holy Man, a Righteous 
Man, a Godly Man, Sober, Chaſt, Gentle, Meck, Patient, Loving, Kind, 
Tender-hearted, Forbearing, and Long-ſuffering, and in all 
as becomes the order of the holy Life, into which he is born, 
and in which he lives and moves, and he becomes a Lamb in the Lambs na- 

ture, ;and beautiful in the brightneſs and holineſs of the Pearl's Glory, And 

thus is Man tranſlated and changed, through the effeQual Working of Gods 

mighty Power yz and with a new heart he glorifies his Maker, and is ſincere 


Good, Low] 
things he wal 


and 
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and upright in his heart before God, and the Lord God takes pleaſure in him, 
and approves his Way and his Work, and juſtifies him therein, and there is 
no Condemnation upon him, nor any Wrath or Curſe goes forth againſt him, 
or falls upon him, bur in the Eternal Love he dwells, and che Love dwells in 
him, and the Image of it he bears, and it is clear from defilement, ſpot, or 
blemiſhz then doth the Glory ſhine in the Precious Pearl, and the Scepter of the 
Lamb doth bear its (way, and upon his Throne he is exalted, and with pure 
Righteouſneſs he cloathes his Saints, and Crowns of pure Gol upon their heads 
he ſers, and in the Holy Land with him they reſt, and in the Holy Order of his 
Life they mdve, and they learn the Songs of Holineſs, and {ing his Praiſe with- 
in the Gates z for he fills them with Joy and Gladneſs, and with a New Heart 
2nd a New Spirit they. ſound his Name, and ceaſe not to give Glory, and 
Honour, and Trankſgiving, and Praiſe, and Dominion, and Halli{vjahs tinto 
him that firs upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for evermore, 


I. O* !- Mortal Man, thy Way and Works conſider ; 
Sleep not in Death, leſt thou there die for ever. 
Awake, and ſtand upright, that thow reſtor'd may ſt be 
Both from thy Sins and Evils great, with all Iniquitic. 


2. Thouwaſt created Good, and ſtoodit in great Renown, + 
A Noble Plant thou waſt, but ſoon thou wert c a#t dows. : 

The Serpent thee deceiv/d, and drew thee into evil, 
And thou by him art led aſtray, according to his will, 


3, From God thou art driv/n out, and from his dwelling place, 
The Earth thy habitation is, and there thou rur'ſt thy race, 
Thow neither ſtay it. nor ſtop #z but run'ſt and hatens on, 
Until thou fall into the Pit, where bonds of Death are flrong, 


4. Oh! hearken, and be ſtill, the Lord is ſeeking thee, 
Audwith his Lizht of Life, he cryes,” Retutato me. 
This in thy Conſcience he hath plac'a, thy Evil deeds to ſhew, 
That thow may ſt to Repentance come, and know the thing that's true; 


s, The Light of Chriſt is true, and ſhines forth in all men : 
Andevery Evil deedit brings up to be ſeen, 

And thou in it may ſt know thy Thoughts and Works each one , 
And in thy (elf thou may ſt behold, whatever thou ha#t done. 


6. If thou unto the Light doſt turn, -and in it ao#t believe, 
1t will not leave thee in thy Sins, but certainly relieve : 
And unto thee it ſtrength will be, again#t thy deadly. Faes, 
And from thy ſins will ſet thee free, in which thou daily grows. 


7.. 0h! turntoitwithſpeed, thy danger's very great s 
Thou art in the broad way, and not inthe trait gate : 


Thou liv'ſtin Fleſh, and ſersſt thy Luſt, which cauſes wrath to fall, 


That unto thee, infary, doth come like to bitter Gall. 
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8. Thou hait no pleaſure in its taſt, becauſe it doth torment , 
Why then doit thou abide in 8in, and doſt not ſoon repent: 

The Light doth ſhew, and alſo call, and makes known unto thee 
Thy Sins and thy Tranſgreſſions great, with all Iniquity, 


9. And as the Light thow mind'ſt, andyeeld'ſt for toobey, 
It will not only ſbew thee $in, but take it quite away. 

For that endit 1s manifeit, the Serpent's head to bruiſe, 
And all his works for to deſtroy, if thou doft not refuſe, 


10, Its quality is pure, andſearcheth through thy heart , 

It will convince thee in thy ſelf, andtell thee what thou art, 
It will not thee deceive, but will deal plain with thee ; 

Anaif thou deft in it believe, a Convert thou wilt be, 


11. And when thou art converted, keep watchful to the Light , 
For then the Enemy wil ſtir, and thon wilt find a fight, 

Thy Life will be requir'd, and thou muſt lay it down, 
And from the Croſſe do not thou flie, until the Work be done, 


12. So in the Furnace thou wilt know, a New Birth brought to light, 
As in the Fudgment theu abid'ſt, and land'ſt by Faith to fieht, 
The Serpent thou wilt overcome, and all his deeds deſtroy, 
Which have depriv'd thee of thy Peace, and of thy Reſt and Foy, 


13. Nowheay, all ye Profeſſors, with all that be Prophane 
Ton Cedars tall, and Oaks ſo ftrong, who have a glorious fame. 
Tou flying Birds, and Ranting Strains, who are ſoar d up on high, 
Thg Fire is kindled at your Root, come down before you dye. 


14. Lye low, and be you ſtill, the Fudgment you muZ paſs, 

The true Birth is in Bondage ſore, your Life above it is - 
Which from you muſt be taken, before the Life you know, 

That from ow high, ts come to try, in what you ſtand and grow. 


15. Tour Births are all defil'd, corrupted and unclean, 
The Fire hath not conſum'd, nor purg'd away your Tin. 
Tow yet lye in the Mixture, and are not ſeparate, 
That make the Seed to groan, under the Earthly part. 


16. Come ſorth all ye Unclean, whoſe Bed is ſo defil d, 
Come down unto the Pure, and know the Little Child, 

Which in the Womb doth travel, and would delivered be, 
That you may be regenerate, and from all Burdens free. 


> — - ———— 


The Heavenly Harmony in the Ecernal Qaity, 


L. s 4 Hou Pure Simple Birth, of the Immortal Seed, 
Thy Love is ſmeet and free, Thou giv'(t 10 all that need : 
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Thow'rt pleaſant to the taſt, Thy Paſture's freſh and green, 
The Glory of Thy Countenance is now beheld and ſees. 


2. Thou holy Lamb of Life, who com'ſt down from on high , 
Thow art the Shepherdof thy Flock,, thy Sword's upon thy Thigh 
Stretch forth thy Arm, and ſmite thy Foes, that would not have thee raign 
That Praiſe ts Thee in Unitie, may ſound abroad thy fame. 


3. Thou precious beauteous Pearl, that is refined clear, 
Thy Luſtre (hines in Nature pure; no Mixtare doft thou bear : 
Thy Countenance is full of Love, Thy Riches is the Treaſure ; 
Thee to poſſeſs, is Life Endleſs : to whom be Praiſe for ever. 


4. The Birth, the Lamb, the Pearl are One, . 
the Only true begotten Son, 
Who futs in Glory on his Throne 3 
to whom be Hallelujahs Sung. 


Eves ſo, Amen, Even ſo, Amen : 
Praiſes to Thee, Thou Holy One. 


W.' S; 


_ — 


CATECHISM 


PREISTS and PRELATES. 


and where theſe bear rule, there isa ſtrong Enmity againſt God, and 

all things that be good z and under theſe Corruptible, Earthly, Car- 

nal things, the Seed of God is in bondage, and groans under their 
burden, and in that ſtate the underſtanding of all men's darkned and faſt 
cloſed, that the things of God neither are nor can be perceived: And this is 
che ground of Error, when the underſtanding is ſo darkned, that the things 
of God cannot be perceived z and then not being known as they are: in the 
ground, they are ſuppoſed to be what they are not, and ſo Opinions'drawi 
concerning them, and Profeſions-made of them, and a Worſhip and.Service 
ſetup in them, when they have no ſavour of God, nor apreement with-rhe 
Scriptures of Truth , So, for Doc#rine men ſet up Traditions, which riſe from 
the miny Inventions: And from this ground is riſen all your Profeſſron'and 
Worſhip which in your Prelatical Power is ſet Ps. and unto which you would 

Sv ' 


compe: 


Ts: Sin man a Corruptible will,an Earthly wiſdom, and a Carnal mind ; 
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compel a Conformity, and impoſe it upon all Conſciences, which is a thing 
of great weight, and needfſul to be truly tryed and examined, before it be ſo 
eagerly puriued, and ſo wiilfully endeavoured ro be impoſed, 

Therefore admit in coolneſs 6fa true Examination and Tryal by the Spiric 
of Trath, and from the Scriptures of Truth, and if your Pra&tice and Wor- 
ſhip be fopnd to agree in one. withour adding or diminithing, then you will 
be freely owned, without any Law tocompel 3 but if your Praftice and Wor- 
ſhip be found contrary, then be not angry becauſe itis denied and teſtified a- 
gainſt, for in ſo doing, you will manifeſt degeneration from reaſonable men : 
therefore, hear your Examination cooly and quietly, and if Troth prevail, 
then own it and ſubmit unto it, and ceaſe from your Traditions, but if you 
have any thing againſt it, 'rhen bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons, and prove 
them fromthe Scriptures of Truth, that it may be manifelt co the under{tand- 
ings of people, what is Truch, and what is Error: And for the better under- 
ſtanding of it, here followeth a thort Catechiſm, which is given forth in love 
co the Simple, and for you to read and peruſe,. ye Biſbops,--Dottors; Ficars, 


Curats, and all Prelaticals, wherein you may ſee Tradition and Truth mode- 
rately reaſoning. 


Tradition. 7 have heard that there is a Goa, and that he is the makey of all 
things : and T have alſo heard that from Generation to Generation, this God hath 
been worſhipped and ſerved; and 1 think it but my reaſonable duty to do as others 
have done before me, | 

Truth, One onely true wiſe God there is, whois the maker of all things, 
and is over all things, bur if thou haſt no more knowledge of him, than by 
what thou heareſt, thou art yer without him, and a ſtranger to him, and arr 
an ignorant worſhipper, and dof? not know what thou worſhippeſt 3 and whar 

gherghave dope in Genearis pait, «will not make thy ſervice accepted, 

tho ;thoymayeſt yorneg the obſervation, and do all things in the cuſtom 
Fitz for it is only the prefent manifeſtation of God's Spirit in every man, in 
which God is truly ſe:ved and worſhipped, and in which the Service and 
Worſhip is accepted. 

Trad. But cannot 1 come to know God by hearing that which isreported of 
him? and, cannot I worſhip him and ferve him, by obſerving what others 
have done, and how they have worſhipped in Ages paſt, and ſo following them for 
my Example © ; 

Truth. God is a Spirit, and makes himſelf manifeſt in Spirit, and that 
which is..truly reported of him, is from che Spirit's manifeſtation, which all 
the'boly men of God were inſpired with, and made their Report from, and 
worſhipped God in, and thou mayeſt hear this Report, and red it, bat be- 
ing from the Spirit of God manifeſt in thee, thou canſt neither know God, 
nor truly worſhip him ; for God's Worſhip ſtands not in the obſervation, bur 
in his living power, neither cant thou follow the Example of the holy men of 
God, | but by the leadings of the ſame Spirir, which chey were guided by, and 
lived in, | | G 

Trad. - But it it ſafe for me ts minge the Scriptures, and that which therein 
8s reported, and to endeavour to obſerve and do it, and then I queſtion not but 
7 ſhall know God, and be atrue wor ſhipper of him, | 

Trath, That whichall are to mind, is the manifeſtation of God's Spirit, 
for thar is his own gift co every man that they might profitz and all char rurn 


ro 
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ro it, and believe init, their underſtandings are opentd in the power of it, 
and then the Scriptures are truly known 3 ang this is ſafe and will not deceive 
any, but will bring the aſſurance with ic of Eternal Life : for, as thou ſtandeſt 
in the Queſtioning, {o alſo in Doubting and Condemnation, and all thy en- 
Geavours will not profit thee, or bring aſſurance of Eternal Life unto thee , 
for it is not in him that willeth, or in him that ranneth, but, ſtanding ſtill 
in obedience to the preſent manifeſtation of God's Spirit, Salvation is ſeen 
and ſhewed in the Mercy of God3 So thon muſt lay down thy life in thy 
obſervation, which ſtands in thy Tradition, and come to Truths preſent ma- 
nifeſtation. | 

"Trad, But 1 cannot know the Truth but by the Scriptare, for it is the Scripture 
that makes the Truth manife#t, and from the Scripture do I ſet up my Worſhip, 
and there onght to be a Conformity yeelded unto it, and ſuch as will nt, to compel 
them by a Law, | 

Truth, The underſtanding of Truth, is by the Spirit of Truth, and the - 
Light of Chriſt inevery man's Conſcience makes it manifeſt ; and this is re- 
ported in the Scripture, and is the ſure Foundation, upon which the true Wor- 
thip ſtands, and all that come to the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, they 
ace truly ſubje& to it : and bow before it, and yeeld all obedience to the ma- 
nifeſtationof it: and this is the true Worſhip, and the crrue Worſhippers, and 
they that come into this Worſhip, are not brought intoir, or made conforma- 
ble coir, by any National Law, neither do they ſeek afrer any ſuch Law to 
force or compel others that differ from them, but commir it co the Power of 
God : And who comes into ſubjeQtion tro God's Power, and are made confor- 
mable unto that, they are the true' Worſhippers, and their ſervice is perfor- 


med unfeignedly, without any deceit or hypocrifie ; and they appear not ſo 


much in an outward Conformity, as in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, in 
which they are approved inthe fight of God : So, thy Worſhip is found our 
of the Truth, and contrary to the Scriptures z and thy Law of men, to com- 
pel into a Conformity unto thy Worthip, is found to be Antichriftian, and 
ro ſtand only in thy own Tragition, and not in the Power of Chriſt, ſo thou 
muſt either prove it fromthe Scriprures, or all thou canſt ſay of it will not be 
received for Truth. | , 

Trad. My Worſhip is that which hath been accuflomed through many Gener atj- 
ons, andfrom many antient Fathers t have good proof of it; and though ſome 
things may be praitiſed in my Worſhip, 'which I cannot poſitively prove from the 
Scriptures, yet the continuance of them, andthe National Law upholding them, 
makes them warrantable and out of queſtion, 

Truth, That which is accuſtomed and not in the Power of God, is out of 
the Truth, and an evil cuſtom, and is to be aboliſhed and not maintained , for 
that is the ſubtil ground from which many are deceived, who have nothing to 
(ay for their Religion and Worſhip, but what in thy bowels is generated , 
ſaying, Ir hath been good, . and why isirnot ſo now? and, our Fathers thas 
worſhipped, and why may not we ? and the Nations Law warrants and up- 
holds it, and we muſt be fubje& to the Law, Thus do thy Children reaſon 
from thy decetvable working, by which their minds arebliaded, that they can- 
not (ee the things that are,” but lye groping after things that have been, which 
now are not, and from the continuance draw conclufions of their lawfulnefs ; 
And becauſe Laws are made to uphold them, therefore are they ſubje co 
them ; when the Nation's Law doth not reach; nor 1s not to meddle with 


things 
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things that pertain to God, or to the Conſcience of any man: ſo that it doth 
not make the thing warrantable, or put ir out of queſtion, becauſe it doth Pro- 
vide for the upholding of it, ſeeing it hath not any thing atall rodo wich ir, bur 
the Truth doth call it in queſtion And if it cannot be proved to be a practiſe 
which the Scriptures do allow, and watrant the lawfulneſs of ic, Truth 
doth reprove it, and alſo the Nations Law that doth provide for the upholding 
of it, . 

Trad, I would know what thoſe things are that the Scriptures do not allow, or 
bear witneſs to, which in my Worſhip is ſet up, and doth belong unto it in the 
cuſtom of it, and if they be but ceremonial, I ſhall not ſtand ſo much upon them ; 
but as for my Fundamentals 1 ſball prove them from Scriptures, 'and the Saints 
pradtice, to be ſound, 

Truth, Lay down thy Fundamentals, and what they are, that they may be 
known, and, in their place, come to Tryal, and be proved, 

Trad. Theſe be the Foundation-Principles of my Religion, and of which 1 
have good ground to believe that they are ſound, becauſe 1 find in the Scriptures 
that the Saints performed them, and ſerved God inthem, and alſo ſuch as were 
appointed for the performance of them, which in my Worſhip I do sruly obſerve, as 
they did for I bave Churches, and Preaching, and Praying, and Singing, and 
Biſhops, and Miniſters to perform them, and alſo other Officers under them, which 
is for my Church-Order. 

Truth, Theſe in their place muſt all be examined and tryed, and by the 
Spirit of Truth proved, whether they be right in the ground, and have 
their riſe from the power of God 3 But what thou canſt nor prove amongit 
thy Ceremonies, to be warantable from the Scriptures of Truth, open thine 
eye and behold them, that thou mayeſt ſee what Monſters thou haſt generated, 
and brought forth from thy adulterous womb, and behold thy Eldelt ſon, thar 
ſits in the higheſt ſeat in Rome, who hath. preferred and ſer up all thy Chil- 
dren in great honour and dignity z and people in the Darkneſs have run after 
them, without any enquiry from whence they came, and they have been de- 
lightful coche carnal mind, and from thence have been highly eſteemed , and 
ſo hath the birth of "my adulterous womb deceived the Nations, and the names 
that thou haſt given.them are not to be found in the Scripture, as in any ways 
to belong to the Saints Worſhip , Thy. Rails, thy Altars, thy Sacraments, 
thy Croſs in Childrens foreheads, and ſprinkling Water in their faces, and 
calling it Baptiſm z thy Organs, thy Anthems, thy Singing-men aad Boyes, 
thy Hoods, thy Surplices and thy Tipits, with many other things which by 
thee is obſerved in thy Service and worſhip, that the Lord never comman- 
ded, nor the Saints never practiſed, neither is there any Scripture for them, bur 
thou baſt generated them, and brought them forth ia this dark night of Apo- 
ſtafie, and haſt ſer them up in thy Worſhip, as things ofgreat ute, andfrom 
that perſwaiion that in thy ſelf thou haſt of them, thou wouldelt compel by 
thy Laws all others to bow unto them. | 

Trad. I amreaſonably ſatisfied from what hath been ſaid, as to the Ceremg- 
nies belonging to my Worſhip, and 1 do ſee that they are not of ſuch abſolute ne- 
ceſſity to be uſed, or by any Law to be impoſed, therefore 1 ſhall be willins to 
' leave every man to his liberty in obſerving them, and ſhall not force or compel 
any. But as for my Church, Preaching, Praying, Singing, Biſhops and Mi- 
niſters, they muſt be duly obſerved, and every man by a Law compelled thereun- 
zo, who in himſelf s not made willingly ſubje@ , for all theſe are warrantable 
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from the Scriptures, and I have thetr names from thenee, and in theſe cannot be 
deceived, | oy 
Truth, I ſhall try them in order, and if I find them right in the ground, I 
ſhall approve them, but ifnor, I muſt ceſtifie againſt chem z for, I judge nog 
by tbe appearance, or by the names, but in the ground and nature, theref 
ſpeak plainly what thy Church is, and alſo ſhew the Foundation it ſtands upons 
that I may proceed to tryal, | F 
Trad. My Church is that, which through many Generations hath been 
a place for my Worſhip to be performed in, and tt is conſecrated and ſet,,a 
part for that Service; and I have alſa' looked many Ages pait, and have 
found from Antient Fathers that it hath been much;ſet by and highly eſteemed, 
therefore the Foundation cannot but be right , and I muſt uphold it and my Wars 
bip in it, | | Ts 
f Trath Now I ſhall try chy Church, and the, Foundation of it, and ſee 
upon what it ſtands: for if the Foundation be not right, the whole Building 
muſt fall, and there is no man can lay another Foundation than that- which 
is layed, whichis Feſws Chriſt, and that which is brought forth from his Pow, 
er, thatis of God, and this is the Church of the-living God, the pillar and 
ground of Truth : And, ifitbe not in Gods It is none of his, but #n adultera- 
ted Harlot, covered over with the mtmyſtery of Iniquity. Therefore Tradition 
be filent-alitle, and Truth will ſhew thee thy Error, and let thee (ce the falſe 
Foundation thy Church ſtands upon, and alſo manifeſt the true Church, and 
thereby thou mayeſt ſee how far thou art degenerated from che Life and Truth 
which the Saints enjoyed «nd poſleſſed, and upon which the Church of God 
hath ever been builded and ſtood, So, be cool, and hear what Tiuth ſaich, 
for now thy Church comes to tryal, | Dy 1” 
Thou haſt perverted the right way ofthe Lord by thy Tradition, and haſt 
been ſetting up thy viſible chings in the ſtead of chat which is ſpiritual, and 
haſt given Gow anew: out of the Nature, by which thou haſt deceived the 
Nations, and thy things that do appear are nor. the things of God z, though 
thou haſt made them very beautiful to behold, yer a ſandy foundation they 
ſtand upon, and will not abide the day of tiyal,, for the Foundation of thy 
Church is of thy own laying, and the Building is. thy own handy-wotk, and 
thy Church hath been ſer up in the midnight of Apoſtaſie, fince the true 
Church hath been driven into the Wilderneſs; and the Conſecration of ix 
hath been performed by men of polluted lips, and thy Eldeſt ſon hath been 
the protnoter ofir, who himſelf hath loſt che key of knowledge, and ſopro- 
motes and.ſets up what chou generates in thy bowels; and chis is come to paſs 
ſince the dayes of the Apoſtles, the Spirit of Truth being loſt and ravined 
from, darkneſs hath oyerſpred, and grols darkneſs hath covered, and peoples 
minds have been blinded, that thy Wirch-craft and Sorceries hath not been 
erceived, and ſo haſt thou formed a falſe likeneſs, and given it atrue name, 
by which thou haſt deceived, in drawing the minds of people to believe thar 
thy work is that which it is not: But the Foundation of God is more ſure, 
and the true Church is builc upon it, and receives its name from the Nature 
and not from any falſe conception, for, the Church is in God, the Father 0 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and this is the pillar and ground of Truth, and is laid 
upon Chriſt the living ſtone, in whom the building is ficly framed, and grow- 
eth up unto an holy Temple in the Lord, and it is preſented withour ſpor or 
wrinkle, or atiy ſuck thing 3 and there is the Conſecration of it, received ... 
| T £ the 
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the Holineſs of his life, and he becomes the Head ofit, and it is truly his owa 
Body, which he takes to himſelf in — Righteouſneſs, and eſpouſeth 
jt in his Life for ever and ever, and this doth not decay nor wax old, bur is 
the ſame, without any variableneſs, throughour all Generations,' 'So is thy - 
Charch traly tryed, and the Foundation of it is found falſe, and the true 
Chucch-nature it hath not 5 therefore is the name to be blotted our, that from 
henceforth none may be deceived with it. | 

T rad., This is ſtrange, that my Church ſbould be queſtioned, which through ſq 
any Ages hath been much eſteemed and promoted, and, if it be not right, then 
what is become of thoſe that are gone before, and did not know it otherwiſe ? 
> Tyath, In thick darkneſs things ſeem co be that which they are not, but the 
day makes them manifeſt as they are, agd the Light of Chriſt truly diſco- 
vers inthe ground, and being found amifs rhey muſt be queſtioned, and alſo 
denied. And what other Generations have obſerved, and how they walk- 
ed, is not now the _ for, they knowing no more, and being faich- 
full ro what they did know, they have their reward: And this proves no- 
thing for thy falſe Church and babes which thou upholdeſt by thy Tra- 
dition, and not from the preſent manifeſtation of God's Spirit in this Age and 
Generation. 

Trad. I ſhall further confider j this , but for my*Preaching, wiich is 8 
ebief thing in my Worſhip, I know that is ſound, and there can be nothing againſt 
i, 

Truth, That Preaching which ſtands in the demonſtration of Gods Spiric, 
and in Power, is ſound Preaching, and pierces through the darkneſs unto 
that which lies in bondage, and revives and raiſes it in Powet ; Burt that Prea- 
ching which ſtands in the enticing words of man's wiſdom, that is not ſound : 
And this is the ground of thy Preaching, which is ſo chiefly eſteemed by thee 
im thy Worſhip, and by which thou deceiveſt many people, having got good 
words, and inthy wiſdom ſpeakeſt them forth, and labvureſt in the ſtrength 
of that wiſdom to entice and draw Diſciples after thee z and ſo doſt thou teach 
for Doctrine thy own Tradition, and other mens lines and labours are the 
ſtrength of thy Preaching 3 and what Ambroſe, Auſtine, Luther , Calvin, 
Gregor), and others have ſaid, and what Expoſitions they have made of the 
Scriptures, thou canſt ſay, they have well obſerved. And this is the 
Ground of thy Preaching, Oh! thou deceiving Tradition. And now is 
thy inn. found to be our of Truths Power, and contrary to che 
Preaching of thoſe, that were made able Miniſters, not ofthe Letter, but of the 
Spirit. 

N rad. But cannot I have ſound Preaching in my Worſhip,though ſometving from 
the Fathers may be quoted and obſerved * for, they bave ſpoken good things, and 
have expounded the Scriptures plainly, andgiven true meanings of them, which 
is a great help in Preaching. 

Truth, Sound Preaching is in the Power of God, and not from any Expo- 
ſition or meaning that from others is given upon the Scriptures, for, who 
run thither, and ſpeak from that, they ſtretch themſelves beyond their own 
meaſure, which the true Preachers dare not do, but keep to the gift of God , 
and as it moves in the meaſure, ſo itis preached, and fo believed: For true 
Preaching is a declaration of the Truth of God, asitdoth ariſe and make ir 
ſelf manifeſt ro the underſtanding, agd fo there comes to be a true witneffing 
of it in the Experience, through the operation of the Power of God, from 
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which it is preached as itis known: and this is not found among old Anthors 
and Expoſitors, nor inthy Rhetorick and Logick, or inthy made Do&@rines, 
Uſes, Reaſons, Helps, Motives, Arguments, and Applications, but in the Spi- 
rit's Demonſtration and in Power, 

Trad. What is it 1 ww / a that will bereceived, and not oppoſed Thoſe things 
that I have long obſerved, and Ages paſt have looked at themio be very good, 
now aye denyed; but for my Praying in my Worſbip, that 1 kndw is right and 
without exception, for it is mentioned in the Scriptures, and was praiſed very 
much by the Saints, and Thave the Lord's Prayer, and have made many other 
good Prayers, and have ſet them forth, which be very uſeful an4 compartable for 
«ll conditions, and upon all occaſions ; and I have put them together in a Book, 
which I call the Book of Common-Prayer, and make uſe of it in my Devotion 
and Worſhip. | 
Truth, Prayer in the Spirit the Saints practiſed, and their Service was ac- 
cepted , but from this thou art degenerated, and in thy Tradition haſt made 
and formed ſuch Prayers as the Lord)Hath not required, neither doth he open 
his ear to hear them, though thou makeſt many of them, and that which thou 
calleſt the Lord's Prayer, which is ſo often ſer down in thy Book of Common- 
Prayer, and with mouths and lipsſo often repeated, be thou ſilent, and make 
no mention of it, for thou haſt nothing todo with it; and though thou haſt 
the words to ſpeak, yet thou doſt nor perform che duty of Prayer, being from 
the Spirit that maketrh Interceſſhion with groans that cannot be uttered : For 
Prayer ſtands not in words but in power, and the breathings go forth in ſecret, 
and the Father that ſeeth in ſecret he rewardech openly , and the Babe re- 
ceivesa ſupply of what it ſtands in need of; and this is performed in the Spirit 
that knows the need, and makes requeſts with fighs and groans unexpreſhible, 
and alſo moves unto words and expreſſions: and here is the unlimiced Power, 
which worketh according to the good pleaſure of its own Will, which thou haſt 
limited in thy ſet Formsand made Prayets, having given forth thy DireQions 
what muſt be ſaid, and how much ata time and people muſt ſay no more, 
nor go no furthers and ſometimesthy Miniſter muſt ſay, and ſometimes the 
People muſt ſay, and ſometimes the Clerk muſt ſay : Is not this thy Pracice 
in thy Common-Prayer-Book-Worſhip £ haſt chou not made Epiſtles and 
Goſpels, and Colle&s, and appointed them for their dayes and times © and 
haſt thou not wade a Letany, for thy Prieſt to ſay a part, and the People to 
ſay a part 2 and haſt chou not given direfions how People muſt be Married, 
and haſt ſera Form and made Prayers for the performance of that Service s and 
alſo how People muſt be Buried,and what is to be ſaid and done inthat Service; 
what the Prieſt is to ſay, and what the Clerk is roſay £ And haſt thou not ſet 
a Form and made many Prayers when Bread and Wine is to be receiyed, 
which thou calleſt a Sacrament ? and haſt thou not ſer a Form of words for 
the Prieſt to ſay untothe People when he gives it, and how it muſt be received, 
and what words the Prieſt muſt ſpeak kneeling, and what ſtanding, and when 
he muſt turn his face to the People, and ſpeak with a loud voice, and when 
| he muſt turn his face another way 2 And haſt thou not ſee a Form and made 
| Prayers for Women to be Churched, and what the Prieſt muſt ay,” and how 
he muſt pray in that Service ? And haſt chou not ſeta Form and made Prayers 
for Children when they are ſpringled with Water, which thou calleſt Bapti- 
zing ? and haſt thou not ordered that there ſhall be ſome people provided to 
rr A for them ? and haſt not thou given them the names of Gbdfatkers 
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and Godmothers ? and haft thou not ordered that for a Male-Child there muſt 
be rwo Men and one Woman and for a Female, two Women and one Man ? 
and haſt thou ſer a Form in'words, what the Prieſt muſt ſay unto them, and 
what they muſt ſay untothe Prieſt 2 And haſt not thou ordered, that after all 
theſe things performed which thou haſt invented, then the Prieſt ro pro- 
nounce the Peace of God, and the Bleffing of God upon all. the Congrega- 
tion,and ther»the Service.is concluded £ And is not this thy Common- Prayer- 
Book-Worſhip,in which thou art limiting the HolyOne,through thy Traditi- 
on 5 and. teaching people to ask and pray, when the Spirit is not felt 
to help them ? - And have not people been- long asking in thy formed words, 
but have not received, neither are rhey ſatisfied? Oh thou adulterous 
Tradition, what monſtrous births haſt thou brought forch £ and what names 
haſt thou giventhem 2 and how like are thy names unto that which is true 2 
Thou haſt given thy formed words the name of Prayer, and canſt ſay, Come, 
let us pray, when thou neither feeleſt the movings -of God's Spirit, nor his 
Power, butin thy own words, which thou haſt made and formed, canſt ſpeak 
inthy own will, and in thy own time, and give it the name of Prayer; and 
with chy names haſt thou deceived the Nations, who have not underſtood the 
nature s and thy named Church, and Preaching and Piaying, halt thou vailed 
over with coverings of thy own making, which are now rending off from 
from thee 3 and thou canſt not hide thy ſelf any longer under the Names 3 
for now is the Nature (cen in the pure Light of Chriſt, which makes all things 
manifeſt , and thy Common-Prayer-Book is ſeen to be conceived in thy adul- 
rous womb, and to branch forth from the Pope thy Eldeſt ſon, and thou art 
made manifeſt to be out of the Trath, and thy Service and Wotſhip contrary 
co the Scriptures of Truth, and to the Saints Pratice, who prayed with the 
Spirit and with the Underſtanding, » 

Tiad, But what if my Common Prayer-Book do not fully agree with the Scrip- 
tures and the Saints Practice, yet there are many good things init, and many 
Scripture- ſentences, which may edifie and comfort * 

Truth. That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh, and that is againſt the 
Spirit, and can neither edifie nor comfort, though good words and Scripture- 
ſentences may be ſpoken: for it is not ſpeaking the words of others that doth 
make a true Prayer or a living Sacrifice, but the receiving a meaſure of the 
ſame Spirit of Prayer and Supplication, and to feel it poured forth, by which 
Iatercefſing is made, and a living Sacrifice performed, holy and acceprable, 
- Whichis not in thy Common-Prayer- Book to be found ; - therefore it is made 
of none effec, becauſe thy bowels brings it forth, and the Pope gives life and 
breath unto it, and from his loyns it draws its ſtrength, and not from the 
Power of God. | 

Trad. 71ſeeit is a very hard matter to be owned and received in this day; for 
1 could not have been believed that I ſhould have ever been oppoſed, or my Church, 
Preaching or Praying denied; but my Singing, which is another part of my Wor- 
ſhip, that is ſo plainly manifeſted to be the Saints Prattice, that certainly there is 
is none can deny that. 

Truth. Singing is owned where.it is rightly uſed and practiſed, and who ace 
raiſed out of the day of mourning by the Power of God, and have a Pſalm 
given them in the Spiric, they may fing and make melody in their heats unto 
the Lord , and this is a Spiricual Song which is put in the mouths of the Babes, 
who (ing with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding : but David's words be- 
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ingrimed, and then tuned,- and the mouths of Hypocrites filled with them, 
iS ſuch a practice as the Saints never uſed, ſorhat the mouths of all thy Singers 
muſt be hinped, who have never mourned, nor have not learned to ſing with 
the Spiritand with the Underſtanding, 

Trad, But there may be ſome that are joyful in the Lord y and though all can- 
not witneſs that ſtate, yet they may ſing whoſe right it is. 

Trath. None inthe Fall have any right to he, but the Ranſomed return 
with Songs; and theſe Songs are not Davia's words put into meeter, and then 
tuned, and ſung with a vain mind, but the living Praiſes of the Lord ſound- 
ed forth of the Babes mouth : So thy Singing muſt come into ſilence, and 
there ſink down, until thou haſt paſſed through the day of mourning to receive 
a Pſalm in the Spirit, and with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding to 
ſing it. 

Trad, What can I ſay to be received for Truth * my Ceremonies they are all 
denied and diſproved and my Fundamentals they are ſtrongly oppoſed, yet I ſhall 
not be out of love with them, though much hath been ſaid againit them}, or I know 
my Bilhops and Miniſters ſet much by them, and my by my Common-Prayey- 
Book, for it is a great help unto them, and with the uſe of it, their Service is 
made eaſie to them, - And there can be nothing ſaid againſt my Biſhops and Mini- 
ſters, the Scriptures ſpeak ſo plainly of them. 

Truth, He that defires the Office of a Biſhop, he deſires a good thing , and 
he that is a Miniſter of Chriſt, and laboureth inthe Word and Doctrine, he 
is worthy of double honour : and here was the Power of God in Timothy and 
Titus, who were true Biſhops, and the Power of God ſer them in that Office : 
and the defire of this is a good thing ; and by the Power of God they were Re- 
deemed our of the Earth, and were not covetous nor greedy of filthy lucre, 
nor proud and lifted up but with all meekneſs, gentleneſs and patience, 
they were inſtant in the Word.-. And it may be read in 1 Tim. 3. what Paul 
did write concerning a Biſhop, and what manner of perfon he ought to be, 
and how he is to behave himſelf, And there is nothing ſpoken of an Arch- 
Biſhop, or a Lord Biſhop, or of a Dioce(s, or hundreds a year for their main- 
tenance; but he ſaith, they muſt not be Novices, leſt being lifted up with Pride 
they fall into the Condemnation of the Devil, So it is notthe name of a Biſhop, 
but the Power of God which is to be deſired, in which the Office anderh: 
and is a good thing z and this makes a Biſhop, and ſets him in his Office, and 
to ſee. to his Place with ailigence. And he that minds the Power of God, 
and deſires the Power of God, he deſires the Office of a Biſhop, and ſo comes 
into the good work, thatis wrought in the Power of God, where he is rightly 
ordered in his Office, and in which his Office ſtands: And ſucha one is nor 
a Novice, nor lifred up with Pride, but ſtands in the Power and Wiſdom of 
God, and rules in his Office withall meekneſs and humbleneſs of mind , and 
he ſtands ready to watch over the whole Flock of God, and to inſtru the 
younger in the Power of God, in which he bears his Office: and who comes 
tothe Power of God, they come to the true Miniſtry, and are true Labou- 
rers for God, and are inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, that they may ga- 
ther People to God: and as they receive the Gift of God in the power, fo 
they miniſter, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace of God: and ſuch are 
true Biſhops and true Miniſters, who are born not of the will of man, nor 
of fleſh, nor of blood, but of God, and receive their Office and Miniftration 
m che Power of God, 
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And now, Tradition, hearken what T7#th ſaith, and give thy Anſwer to 
what is Cemanded of thee. Who made thy Arch-Biſhops and Lord-Biſhops * 
and w!:0 gave them thoſe Names? and who firſt divided unto them their 
ſeveral D:occiles, and appointed them to rule within their own Dioceſs s And 
who firſt made Deans and Prebends, Doctors, Vicars, and Curates? and 
who give unto them their Names 2 And who firſt ſer up certain places for 
Schogis? and who gav - the name of Univerſities ? and who ſer up the ſeveral 
Colledgers 2 and bow ca.aethey tobe called Chriſt's Colledge, and Emmanuel 
Coile4ge, and Fohn's Colledge, and Feſns Colledge, with other names ſeverally 
{r 1-2 and who gave them ſuch Names 2 and who firſt ordained that men 

1041d be made Miniſters at theſe Schools and Colledges, and no where <l(e 2 
and who firſt ordered, that if he have not been ſo many years at thote places, 
and commenced to his Degrees, he cannot be approved 2 and who ſer up 
1uch Commencements and Degrees,;that a man muſt be made a Batchellour of 
Art, ora Maſter of Art, before he can be approved to be a Miniſter in thy 
Order 2 Who firſt brought up all theſe things, and from whence have they 
ſprung 2 And who firſt ordained that the Tenth part of chings increaling unto 
people, ſhould be paid to thy Colledge-Miniſters 4 and who fiſt made that 
Law whuch forces and compells the payment of the Tenth pair of chings in- 
creaſed, unto ſuch a Miniſtry 2 and whether are ſuch the Miniſters of Chrilt, 
who make uſe of that Law to force their Maintenance, contrary to the free. 
dom of people z, arid to proceed againſt ſuch as cannot give it them freely, 
by {aing and impriſoning their bodies, and ſpoyling their goods? Are theſe 
thy Bithops and Miniſters, which chou ſayeſt there can be nothing (aid acainſt 
them Open thine eye, and behold chem, for they are Monſters, which 
from_thy advlterous Conception are brought forth, and they are ſtamped wich 
thy Image, and not with the Power of God; and all thy Abominations are 
denied and teſtified againſt, being ſeen in the Eternal Spirit of God to be oar 
ofthe Truth of God, and contrary tothe Scriptures and practice of the Saints z 
and rhou haſt no proof for the lawfulneſs of any of them, bat Continuance and 
Cuſtome, through which thon haſt brought in thy Tradition, which hath re- 
ceived ſtrengrh from che Pope thy Eldeſt ſon, who hath ſer it up for Do@rine 
2nd Worthip within the bowels of England, and hath made Laws and Sta- 
tace$in the dark night of Apoſtafie for the upholding of ir, and compelling all 
people unto a Conformity to ic, This is a Charge againſt thee, and if 
thow haſt any thing to ſay for the clearing of thy (elf, Truth will hear 
chee. 

Trad. Thave eſteemed very much of my Biſhops and Miniſters, and looked 
upon them to be exceeding ſerviceable in my Worſhip, and having eletted them 
snto ſuch Places, and put them wpon ſuch Offices, 1 judge it but a reaſonable thing 
70:proviae well for their Mptnmtenance's andithere is not a more equal way that 1 
-could find out, than by requiring the Tenth part of things encreaſed unto people, 
and providing a Law to compel it from ſuch as will not ; 6h pay it; and I have 
ſetled them in certain Places, and over certain People, which in their reſpective 
Places, are #0 maintain them, by yeelding and paying that part of their Increaſe 
4s 1 have appointed for them, and though 1 have not Scripture for the War- 
rant of it , yet 1 have brought it forth as a thing that is decent and or- 
aerly. 

Trith. That whichis decent and orderly, is brought forth in the Power of 
God, and that brings forth all chings juſtly and equally, and orders one man 
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to do to another, as they would have another to do unto them z and this doth 
not compel any man to pay or part with any of his Increaſe, contrary to his 
own freedom, or elſe to ſue him, and impriſon his body, and ſpoyl his goods 
for he himſelf would not be (o done unto : So that what thou haſt provided for 
the maintenance of thy Biſhops and Miniſters, isnot according to the Truth 
of God, nor anſwered not to the Maintenance of Biſhops and Minifters in the 
Primicive times, who firſt gathered people unto the Spiritual, before the 
reaped their Carnal z and they had no need to compel the Carnal by a Law, 
afrer they had gathered them ro the Sipiritual, and brought them to taſte of 
that z there was then an openneſs and a freeneſs begotren in their hearts to 
miniſter their whole Subſtance, and tolay it down at the feer of them that had 
begorten them into the Truth, and Jaboured amongit them in the Service of 
God z and here was noſecting out any part of what was encreaſed, and a Law 
ro compel it, either ofthe Ninthor Tenth, or any other part but the whole 
Subſtance freely offered, and ſo much taken af it as there was need, And 
this is as truly truſted into the hands of true Biſhops and Miniſters now, and 
they receive what they need, and no more: ayd whether it be the Tenth, or 
T wentierh, or Thirtieth part, if ic ſupply thear need, they are truly conten- 
red, and (o they gather Flocks, and feed upon the Milk of thoſe they have 
gathered, and plant Vineyards, and eatthe Fruit of chem, but do not com- 
. peliby any ourwrard Law, Milkrobe given them out of another Flock, nor 
Fruit out of another Vineyard : So that thy decent Order which thou ſpeak- 
eit of, is proved Confuſion and Diſorder, being out of the life and pow- 
er of Truchz and all thy vain Tradition 15 ſeen with the pure Light of. 
Chiiſt, im which all chings are made manifeſt, and with the Light and Truch 
thon art reproved. 

Trad. Certainly this thing which makes ſuch diſcoveries of my pratFices , 
and with ſuch boldneſs reproves me for them, it is of God, for it is not in any 
fear of me or my Power, which now #« ſirong and in great authority, and unto 
whioh 0 bad thougbt all would have bowtd, without dil puting or queſtioning z but 
I fee there is that riſen that appears again# me, and makes ſuch diſcoveries of 
me, thut I cannot keep hid any longer ; therefore I ſhall let it alone, and deal 
with others that I cans cauſe #0 be (ubjeft;, for, the more I deal with this Mani- 
feft ation of T ruth, the more is my Tradition arſcovered andopened unto all Peo- 
ple; (othat it is ſafe#t for meto be quit and let it alone, left by flriving to uphold 
ali, I come to loſe all, and fo be rejetted and diſeeemed*;, and all my Honour 
and Dignity, wherein I now ſtand, be laid in the duſt, and trodden upon : 
And if 1 had thought that there had been ſuch a thing made manifeſt in this 
Aze, as the Truth, 1 ſhould have been more yeſerved and retired, but 1 had 
thought I might have boaſted and gloryed in my own handy-work, and that it would 
have paſſed without being queſtioned, as heretofore it hath done 4 but now I ſee it 
is otherwiſe, therefore I ſhall be ſilent. 


Truth, That which doth difcover thee and thy decenfull practice, thatijs a 
Manifeſtation of 'God, and tis the Truth of God, "which was before rhou hadft 
a natne, and will abide when thy name is Joſt z and ir doth boldly reprove 
thee, and is without any fear of thee or thy power, and hach-opened thee, and 
ript up thy bowels, and diſcovered thy -adulterous womb, and all the falfe 
conceprions thar -have been conceived there, and it hath made manifeſt xhy 
fir{t-born- and eldeſt ſon, unto whom thou haſt given'a name, and galls him the 
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Pope of Rome; & thy younger Children are alſoby the Truth diſcovered,8 the 
- names which thou haſt given them, by which thou haſt deceived the Nations. 


Now, behold ye Arch- Biſhops, Lords- Biſhops, Deans, Prebends, Dottors,Vicars, 
Curates,8 all Prelaticals, here is the womb of your conception opened,and that 
made manifeſt from which you draw your breath, 8& prolong the length of your 
dayes, with all your Service and Worſhip, which you ſo much eſteem and pro- 
mote,and labour to compel a Conformity to Ir is here diſcovered in the Pow- 
er of Truth, and you may ſee, by peruſing this Catechiſm in moderation, 
your great degeneration from the Life of the Prophets, Chriit and the Apoſtles, 
and how the Names invented, and the Worſhip by you practiſed, differ in 
the ground from the Pratice and Worſhip that the Saints performed in the 
Power of God's Spirit, Where have you from the Scriptures, or the 
Saints PraRtice, any Precept or Preſident for your builded Churches of 
Wood and Stone, your Bells hanging in the end of it, and to toel and ring 
them when you would have people come together to your Worſhip , your 
ſet-time before mid-day, and your fet-time after mid-day to meer 
together, and perform your "Worſhip, your Common-Prayer Book 
and your Letany, and your Prayers, divided and appointed when and 
how to be faid 3 your Preaching in your methods and forms, your 
Text taking, and your Dodtines raiſing, with your Uſes, .Reaſons, Helps, 
Motives, Arguments and Applications z your Singing in the riming and tur- 
ning ; your Biſhopricks and Dioceſles, your Deanries and Prebendries, your 
Doors, Vicars and Curates z your Tithes and ſer Maintenance z your great 
Livings and lefler Livings ; your Pariſhes, and places of Sertlements; your 
Mattens and Evenſong , your Organs, Rails, Altars, Fonts, Sacraments, 
Crofling Children in their foreheads, and ſprinkling Water in their faces, and 
calling it Baptiſmz your Anthems, and your Singing-men and Boyes to ſing 
them , your Hoods, Surplices and Tipits 3 with many other things which by 
you are obſerved in your Service and Wotthip, that the Lord never com- 
manded, nor the Saints ever practiſed, nor any Scripture to prove the law- 
fulneſs of them « Therefore conſider the riſe of them, and the truth of them, 
before you purſue ſo eagerly to impoſe them, or compel a Conformity to 
them , for tender people, who are come to the leaſt manifeſtation of Truth, 
they cannot bear ſuch an Impoſition upon their Conſciences ; though by Laws 
and Statutes you may ſtrive to impoſe them, and proceed againſt them as tranſ- 
greſſors, if they deny ſubmiſſion to them, yer will not-your Cruelty bring 
_ render People into a Conformity to your Traditions; and if you will but con- 
fider coolly, and purſue this C atechiſm ſoberly, you will (ee that it is nor rea- 
ſonable, to compel a Conformity unto thoſe things that you zre ſetting up, and 
practiſing in your Devotion and Worſhip, or to impole them upon the Con- 
ſciences of any people, but rather leave all ro ſtand in their own liberty, and 
to chuſe or refuſe as they are perſwaded in their own Conſcience, which is 
bat a reaſonable thing to be granted : for, if you ſee no further in your ſelves 
than that which Tradition hath brought in, and ſer up, .and youin your Con- 
ſcience be perſwaded of its lawſulneſs, and perform it asa matter of Con- 
ſctence, would you think it reaſonable to be compelled from that unto ano- 
ther thing, and have another thing impoſed upon your Conſciences by any 
outward power, which you do not feel a perſwaſton in your minds unto? 
And if thisſeem hard anto you if it ſhould be ſo done, Then is it not the 
ſatne unto another, And will you not do unto others, as you would have 0- 
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thers do unto you? And why cannot you be contented in your own perſwaſion; 
and your own Lberty in it, wichout impoſing it upon the Conſciences of others 
who are otherwiſe pzrlwaded 2 And this is not reaſonablein the light of mode- 
rate menztherefore leave off exerciſing Lordſhip,rhat all peaple may ſtand iri 
cheir Liberty, and walk as they are perſwaded in their own Conſcience, and 
impoſe not your Odblervations and your Trad:tions upon any, who. are not in 
themſelves perſwaded of their lawfulneſs, for that makes many Hypocrites; 
bur can never make one, Chriltian. So,there muſt be firſt a perfwaſion wroughr 
in the Conſcience, and a bclief in che Truth and Lawfalnefs of what is to be 
obſerved, or the heart can never ſtaad righr unto ir, though it be in oreat 
ſtrictne(simpoled: And: tiiis brings: people but: into an appearance, and to 
make a (hew of the thing outwardly, when the heart is notafrer the thing 
which .is impoſed upon them; and when a Conformity is not yeelded, as by 
your Law's required, then ro proceed in your Cruelty to imptiſon and perſes 
cute the tender hearced, who cannot for Conſcience-ſake bow to your Tradi- 
rions z T his 15 not reaſonable before moderare-men, nor approved in the ſight 
of the living God. Therefore, hear, and conſider, ye Biſhops, Deans, Pre- 
bends, Doctors, Vicars and Curates, with all Prelaticals,' and ler your 
moderation appear, for the Lord is at band, and in his Ecernal Power your 
way he is trying, and you muſt come up to the Bar of his Judgmetit-Seat, arid 
give an 2ccount;and think ic not ſtrange tobe catechiſed ſor,you have need tobe 
taught whar the firſt principle of the pure Religion is, and if you will bur ſo- 
betly peruſe chis Catechiſm, you may know and learn that which your Univer- 
ſicies could never give you the knowledge of, nor all your Learning and Wiſ- 
dom could ever teach you; Andin love tothe Simple hath Truth opened it ſelf 
lainly and ſimply, 'that you mighe come co know that which in the darkneſs 
hach from your eyes been hid, and 'thac you' might no longer oppoſe it, and 
perſecute thoſe that walk in it, bat leave Trath ro its operation, which brings 
forth true and perfe& Freedom; .andif you did but know the Truth, andthe 
Freedom thar is begorren in ic, you would nor be (o envious againſt ir, and ſer 
up your Tradition in oppoſition toit:' But this is done char che Scripture mighe 
be fulfilled,rhey hated me without a cauſe.» And this is your honour and world- 
ly glory, which lifts you up in pride, which God is ſtaining, And now, do you 
believe char your Foundarion is right, and your Build.ng ſafe ? I cell you, Nay; 
for, God will deſtroy both ir and you, if you do not ſpeedily ceaſe from it, and 
repent of it,and do not bulie and throng your (elves ſo much to promote it, and 
to finiſh it 3 for God hath determined to overthrow it for ever. Oh ye decei-, 
ved men, who haveno ſtrength but in your Tradicion, nor no comfort bur 
from the milk of her breaſt , you have been long drawing and ſucking, and yet 


| aredry and lean,and your immortal Souls receive no refreſhing nor ſatisfaction, 


Why are ye ſo blinded, and ſo much deceived, 'and cannor otherwiſe be per- 
ſ{waded bur that Tradition is the right way, and from that Concluſion, endea- 
vouran Impofiction upon every Conſcience; when their Faith ſtands not in the 
ſame thing, nor are not ſo perſwaded of it as you are ? and what have you todo 
ro impoſe Tradition upon the Conſciences of others, more than others to im- 
poſe their Opinions and Judgments upon-your Confciences ? And; would you 
judge ir reaſonable that any ſhould fo do unto you ? And if it belong unto you 
co doit on your parts,” more than others'ro do ir on their parts, then make ie 
manifeſt how, and from whom you have received that power 2 For moderfte 
men are now ſatisfied, that Schools and Colledges cannor give it you z ahd 
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they are allo ſatished, that Chriſt dothaor give it you, and alſo thatthere is no 

Scripture to warrant you z:thereſore Truth-enquires moderately of you, from 

whence, and from whom..this Impoſing Power upon the Conſciences of 0- 

thers you receive, (ecing it 1s made manifeſt that you walk by Tradition and 

notafcer Chriſt » For impottion and Perſecution are an evident Teſtimony a> 
gaiaſt you, and fully open and: make you manifeſt tobe of a contrary (picic 
uncothe Apoaltles, who were haced and perſecuted, yer they loved and. bleſ- 
led 3 and here they manifeſted their love unto Him, who commanded that 
they-thould love their Enemies, and do-good to thoſe that hated them , and 
they were his Diſciples, and:kept his Commandments. And all that truly 
tallow him in this day, he begets in them- the ſame mind, and they keep his 
Conmandmentswith joy, and dare not.perſecute any,people upon the Earth 
for their Opinjonand Judgmient.in matters of Religion; nor dare they im- 
poſe any thing upon the Conſciences of others by any outward Law;but leave 
itzo Him that judgeth righteouſly, who haththe Ruling Power over che Con- 
ſcience; andas he is believed:in, he works a per{waſion.in the Conſcience 
ugtq the Truth, as he makes it manifeſt , and then the Truth is joyned unto, 
frag atrue Perſwafion, and not from an outward Impoſttion 3 and you are not 
to judge in theſe chings, for inſo coing you take his Right from Him, and 
ſet-up that which is not his3 and when yowhave done it, then you labour to 
impoſe is upon every Conſcience : Andthis is aquite contrary thing to the 
gaints pracice,, who durſt not ſet up any thing that did not ſtand in the Power 
of God : and when the Power had broughrany thing forth, they did nor im- 
pofe it upon the Conſcietice of. any by an outward Law; that they thereby 
might compel a Conformity to: it, but they preached-it in the Power, and ſo 
commended them(elves unto every man's: Conſcience in the fight:of God. 
Therefore, behold your degeneration, and what hath happened unto you in 
this apoſtitizing night of darkneſs,in which you have erred from the right way, 
and gone aſtray from the leadings of God, and from the Power of hs living 
Spiric, and (o have brought forth your own dead works, and are ſerving the 
liviag God in them : And what you have ſought out in your Tradition, that 
you have ſet up for Doctrine and Worſhip,:.and would bring all people ro bow 
uato it;. bur now the day declares you,and in the. Land of Tradition the Lighc 
hath found you, and the habitation of your dwelling-places is ſeen under the 
Groves and green Trees of your own planting, and moderate people cannot 
come unto you, nor inhabite wich you z for your Reſt 'is polluted, and ſud- 
den deſtruction is coming upon it. 

Now all Biſhops, Deans, Prebends, Doctors, Vicars, Carates, and all 
Prel:ticals, turato the Truth, and lay hold upon ir, agd ler Traditiongo 
forTruch was before Tradition, and the Truth will bring Tradition to an end, 
So your Foundation is not ſafe, nor your Building ſteadfaſt, but ſtands in the 
unſtable waters of your own hamane Inventions, and not upon Chriſt the Rock 
of Ages. And now Truth hath moderately enquired after you, and having 
found-you out of the Life ofthe Prophets, Chritt and the Apoſtles, it warns 
yol all co Repencance, that the Judgment may be diverted, and the hand of 
Severity ſtayed, which certainly is haſtening.down upon you, without {peedy 
Repentance. So efcape for yonr lives,that the ſtroak may not fall upon you, 
and (mice you down into the Death for ever. TT 

Now all you High and Mighty, Wiſe and Learned Ones, give ear and 
bear Truth's Teſtimony,and ſee if you can read the Parable, and learn what ic 
meags. Trath. 
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_ * Truth;;, © Þwas a ſtranger in a far/Conntry, and amongſt a ſtrange people, 
© and under: the Government of a ſtrange King, 7 was in great Cap- 
* tivicyz anda great diſtance fromthe Eand of my Nativity z and 1 had many 
© heavie-Yokes laid upott-me, and-the ftrange people did eyi) efitreat me, 
* and the firange King did ſorely oppreſsme; aid laid heavie Burdens upon 
© me; and when [ had any defires towards the Lahd of my Nativity, then did 
* che ſtrange King riſe up againſt me, and ſor iy afflicted nie,-. and was crue! 
© towards Fa | ſought how I might. ger forrlf of b1s Countty, thatT might 
© be freed from his Cruelty, I (ought; but I could for find 1 travelled in 
* ſote-pain, but coult'not find a 1hin to. give me tale. Then my ſorrow 
£ did much encreaſe, aft wy _— was ſore upon. me, {0 that I was near 
© anto fainting and deſpairing , yet a'fecter hope ſometimes role in me, that 
{I ſhould be delivered and fer frees Then came into a ſtilneſs . 2pd.in quiet- 
<neſs ſtayed, and in paticrice waited, yrough I was deſolate and fore afflicted 5 
f and being brought ro ſtarid ſill, and ih patience towait, a Deliwerer I found 
*near atband,- and ftom the Land of my Nativity a.pure Light did ſhine, and 
<jn it I ſaw the way opened'which paſſed throagh theLand,and I preſently joy- 
© ned to the Light, & it went forward rowards the, place from whence it came, 
© and 1 followed it diligently: Then did the King and People riſe to purſue 
© me, to have taken and ro have kept, me z but the Light rook my part, and 
* (mote the King with his People, and'diſcomfited them, and brake the Yoke, 
*and removed the Burdens from me, it was my guide, and led me by the 
Shand, and from that King and People Ac me redeemed : hen 'was my 
© ſorrow turned into joy, and my mourning into ſongs of praiſes, for Delive- 
*rance came by an our-ſtrerched Arm, and my Freedom was wrought by 
fan inviſible living Power, unto which my Teſtimony. ſtands for 
(ever. 
TRUTH. 
In outward Bands at Worceſter, but inwardly 
free in the Life of my Well-beloved, 
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To 
John James, 
AND BIS \u hey 


Being a Priſoner for the truth of God, at Nottingham, as were divers 

I other friends, we had our place in the common Priſon, and there we 
uſually received our food, and Fohn Fames called Paſtor of che Indepen- 
dane people withinthe County of Nottzngham, beitlg commited unto the 
ſame priſon, he made uſe ofthe Goalers houſe as his place, and within alittle 
time 
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time after his Commitment, he came into. the Common Priſon, and' called 
for the priſonets to come together, and he took his-ſtanding! ar thar place 
which we made uſe of to receive our food, and there he began td Exerciſe 
himſelf by way of Prayer, and preaching, in whichtime our food bein ready, 
which w3s ordering for our uſe before he came in, tht: fiend that ordered: it, 
did ſet it in the place where he uſually, had,done, andfriends ſate down in the 
fear of the Lord, and waited upon him,, and the power of the Lord moved 
meco ſpeak ſome words in Prayer, at. which Zohn James [topped his dif. 
courſe, and with fury and yiolent paſſion did charge me-to be acted by the 
ſp:ritof che Devil; then he curned, to his diſcourſe. again, and I was willing 
at chat time to bear him, and he paſſed away, buttowards the Evening of the 
ſame day, friends coming to viſit us that were in bonds, I was moved to de- 
clare the truth unto them, and when I had done, John Fames came into the 
place and ſaid that he was informed that I had ſpoken by way of refleion up- 

. off what he had rhat day declared, I defired that, he might prove what I 
had ſaid, and I ſhould not deny my own words: .but he could nor bring any 
rrue teſtimony of whar I had ſaid, and what he charged me with, then I ask- 
ed him, if he could ſay as ig the preſence of the Lord, -chat what he had ( poken 
that day was from the mouth of rhe Lord, he ſaid that he ſpake according to che 
Scriptures, ahd he asked,me what mouth I meant; or if God had a mouth like 
a man, and-being preſſed uncoa mere clearer anſwer, he ſaid that the Scrip- 
rares are the mouth of the Lord. 

Anſ. Thea hath not the Papilts & all people the mouth of the Lord as well as 
chee,8 had fot the Phariſees che mouth of che Lord which thou callsScri ptures, 
and was nor the Scriptures givea forth from the mouth ofthe Lord, and do nor 
they ſignify writings, and {o nor the mouth of the Lord, and art not thou one 
of the blind Prophets that reacherh ſuch Doctrine, ſeeing they above mentioned 
hath as much the mouth of the Lord as thee, 

And being ſtill drawn into further diſcouiſe,-I came to ſpeak of union with 
the life, and declared ſomthing of my experiences, but he ſaid he would not 
believe experiences. off 

Anſ. Then thou Joſt not believe the Prophets, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, 
but chy own fancies and immaginarions, and not the Scriptures, for the Scrip- 
curesare the experiences of thoſe above mentioned, 

I did further ſay after this manner, that to be a pertaker of the Divine Na- 
rure is to be in union with it, and the Divine Nature is one with the Efſence or 
being of God ,z unto which he replyed then you are God, and that is Blaſphe- 
my 3 This was Mis raſh concluſion -and falſe accuſation, I bid him prove his 
charge, and he ſaid he woule, and fot that end had time given, and he brought 
the words in the 2 Pet. 4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and preti- 
ous promiſes, that by theſe we may be pertakers of the Divine Nature, and the 2. 

Ephe. 10. We are his work-man-ſhip created in Chriſt Feſue, &c. and by 
theſe Scriptures my ſayings are proved true, and yet he calls it Blaſphe- 


Ng Now if none be of the Divine Nature, which thou ſayeſt, they thacr 
be of the Divine Nature are God, 8c and to ſay that any his joyned to the 
Divine Eſſence, that it is blaſphemy, haſt thou not herein manifeſted whoſe 
Miniſter thou art, to keep people in the corrupt nature, and not joyn them to 
the divine nature, and ſoro God, from whom they are ſeparated, for he that 
55 joyned to the Lord is one ſpirit,and is nog that Divine,and this thou m Blaſ 
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phemy, and here thou haſt declared thy ſelfro be no Miniſter of Chriſt,but a 
fool, and it ought to be ſet over thy head where thou Preaches. And 
then he ſaid in our further diſcourſe, that he did not know the being of 
God, 

Anſ. Whither then doſt thou lead people, and to what, tothy ſelf, and 
keepthem in the being of the Devil, and thou that knows not the being of 
God, thou art a Heathen, and worſe than the Phyloſophers, who ſaid in him 
we live, and move, and have our being, and in this thy ignorance hath ap- 
peared, for who knows not the being of God cannot preach him, and this is 4 
manifeſtation that he never ſent thee, 

And in thy Paper that thou didſt write unto me, thou faiſt, The Loyd forbid 
that thou ſhouldit bow to the meaſure of the Light of Chriſt in thy Cox- 

CTENCE. 
/ Anſ. Thou that doth not bow to this light of Chriſt we ſpeak of, all people 
may conſider what then thou boweſt unto, rodarkneſs, 

And thenchat calls Revelation, and the infallible ſpirit an uncertain rule, 
whether or no it was nor certain to the Apoſtles that gave forth'Scriptures, th 
judgement herein ſhewing, that the fallible is more cercain, whereby ir doch 
appear that thou art no Miniſter of Chriſt, nor of the ſpirit, nor art not made 
a Miniſter as the Apoſtles was, by Revelation, neither ha(t received Faith, nei- 
ther art thou in the fear of God,to whom the things of God are revealed,and the 
things of God are revealed by the ſpirit of God, which co thee is an uncertain 
rule ; and here chou haſt denyed che Apoſtles DoQrine, and ſo into what 
dorine art thou gone, but the Devils, who can bring Scriptures as faſt as thee, 
and thou that haſt not the word of ghe Lord, haſt nothing but the fancies of thy 
own brain which puffs thee up, | 

Thou ſaieſt that God doth byt aſſert his Eſſence in the Scriptures. | 

Anſ. God faith he will dwell in man, and walk in man, and Chriſt will 
dwell in man, 1 in you, and you'in me, poor creature thou utters both thy ſol- 
ly and ignorance of a Miniſter of Chriſt, and the Apoſtles Do&rine, who ſaith 
the ſon of God was revealed in him, which chou conſeſles is God. 

Then thou ſaieſt we cannot fee God, , __ _ 

Anſ. The Apoſtle faith, they had the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Chriſt, and do not they that ſee Chriſt ſee Gad,and doth 
not God dwell in man, and walk, in man, and do not they ſee him, what a 
blinde Teacher art thou, maſt he be in them. and they nor ſee him; 

Then thou ſpeaks of Chrifts humane nature, 

Anſ. Lt us ſee where the Scripture inplainwords calls Chriſt humane, 
who was of the Seed of Abraham, whom we one, and is not humane from the 
ground, and is not Chriſt from above, yea his fleſh; hs 

When I query of thee about the Scriptures, thou askeſt whether it be not 
the old queries of Atheiſts and Papiſts. fon | | 

Anſ. Is this an anſwer of a Miniſter of Chriſt, or to convince a gainſayer, 
this manifeſts thy ſhallowneſs, as though the ar {wr were the means to re- 
cover people our of the ſnare of the Devil, and fo thou layes Chriſt by, and 
puts the Scriptures in his room, by which chou manifeſts thy ſelf co be but a Mi- 
niſter of the Letter, and hardly that, and not of Chriſt. 


William Smith, 


When this was delivered to him, andthe 9 ueries following, he told the friend 
Sn + that 
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that delivered it z that in this former part of the Paper there was many contra- 
ditions that was not worth anſwering, 

Art thou a Miniſter of Chriſt, and cannot reRtifie contradiQions where they 
are, if there had been contradiQions, thou ſhould have manifeſted wiſdom and 
have put chem into order, and not have flighted them, and that had been the 
work of a Miniſter, as not being worth anſwering, bur thou herein ſhews 
thy knowledge and underſtanding of the things of God, and that which thou 
calls contradictions is here made publick that ſober people, who fears the 
Lord, may try and judge of it, and alſo ſee what ſpirit thou art of, 
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Unto all the World. 


Let all that pant, come; and all that thirſt, come ; and all that 
mourn, come : for the Lord waits to ſhew Mercy. 
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Ye People, whohave many Shepherds ſet over you, and many Tea- 
'. chers heaped up amongſt you, and'yer lie ſcattered up and down as 

ſheep without a ſhepherd, and are driven from mountain to hill, 

where you neither get bread nor water; Have you not heard ſome of 
them many years, and followed them many dayes, and yet your ſouls want 
ſatisfa&tion £ What is become-of all your money that you ſpent upon them, 
and to what purpoſe is all your labour in-following them? are not your burthens 
yer upon you? and do not your fins remain within you? and are you not in 
the Land where faminepinches you £ and dorh yohr faith perſwade you thar 
there is no relief for you £ Is Grlnek ſorhick that nothing can remove ir 2 
are the chains Nerest fo ſtrong that they cannor be broken ? is ſin ſo natural 
that you cannor forſake it ? are vain cuſtomsſo prevalent that yon cannot deny 
chem « are your eyes ſo ſhut that they cannot be opened £ are your ears {0 
ſtoppedthat they cannot be made to hear 2 are yonr hearts ſo hardened thar 
they cannot be broken? are you ſo far alienated from God that you cannor 
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de converted 2 are you (6 much defiled that you cannot be cleanſed and hieal- 
ed? 1s this the faith wherein ye ſtand £ then woful will ic be in the end there- 
of ; for the end of chis faith will not be ſalvation to your ſouls, but wo and 
eternal miſery : for with God all things are poſſible, and there is no want of 
power in Chriſt ro ſubject all the powers of darknelsz' but there is want of 
true love in youto his Light and Power within you and therefore it is that 
your fins remain, and your burdens lie heavy upon you, that your eyes are 
not opened, nor your ears unſtopped, nor your hearts converted and healed 
this's the ground of your miſery & the caule of your grief & trouble, becauſe 
you hearken not tothe Work of Life, nor yeeld your (elves to obey its coun- 
(el: How often hath God tendered his Love unto you, and how often hath 
his Compaſſion broken towards you ; but how have you kieked againſt his 
Reproof, and have not hearkened when he hath ſpoken £ and yer you ſay you 
want power to overcome corruptions, and to get victory over (in, and be- 
cauſe it is ſo with you, therefore you are perſwaded that there is no help for 
itin this life, but {o it muſt be whilſt you live upon the Earth, Is not this your 
ſaich? and are you like to get victory qver fin, and to be eaſed of your bur- 
dens, whilſt you give way unto darkneſs that leads you into fin 2 and yer you 
{ay you ſtrive as much as you canto keep out of it, and feelling ſomething in 
you that ſtrives againſt it, yet notwithſtanding you feel ic prevail over you, 
therefore you ate perſwaded that it can never be otherwiſe whilſt you are in 
the body, and ſo you ſay the fleſh is weak and ſubject to failings and haltings, 
and whilſt you are in the body fin wilt be creeping in, though you endeavour 
what you can againſt it, and ſo it isz and therefore you muſt come to the Spi- 
rit of God in your ſelves, that beareth witneſs againſt the fleſh, and reftifierh 


- that the deeds thereof are evil: for the fleſh is weak, and in the fleſh there 


him? 


dwellsno good thing 5 and whilſt you live in the fleſh you cannot refit the 
fleſhly motions, bur will be captivated by them, and burdened with them g 
bur the Spitir of God is ſtrong, and able to ſubdue. the luſts of the fleſh, and 
ro mortifie all your corruptions,and tobreake down the body of fin and death 
under which you lye groveling and bowed down ig forrow, pain and wo, for 
whilſt the fleſh livech, and you live in ity and walk after it, you are under 
the Spirits condemnation; for every motian of the fleſh is conerary to the Spi- 
rit, and by the luſtings of the fleſh the Spirit is quenched and grieved 3 and 
here you cannot be free from the Spirits repraof, nor the Judgment of itz 
for the Spirit condemnsthe luſts of the fleſh, and ariſeth in Fudgemenc againſt 
every motion of it z for being contrary one tothe other, there can be no agree- 
ment between themz and therefore you may know that when you are re- 
proved, you are joyned.to the fleſh, and obeying the motions of ir, and 
there the Spirit ſtrives with you, and checks and reproves you, that you 
might not ſo ſwiftly run in the fleſhly liberty which increaſech your miſery, 
and herein the love of God is commended to you, in that he ftrives with 
you by his Spirit, to ſtop your way in which you run after the motions of the 
fleſh, and by his Spirit he calls unto you in every reproof : and is there not 
that in you, that lets you ſee that you ſhould not fin againſt God, and grieve 

ObjetF. Wfyou ſay, Yea, but we know not how it can be otherwiſe, we 
ſtrive and endeavour as much as we can, but we are ſubject to failings, and 
though we do ſeethat we ſhould not commit ſuch things as ſomtimes we do, 
yet we want power to reſiſt and overcomethem.- , 


Anſw., 
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Anſ. Now conſider, Why isit that you want powet to refiſt and overcome 4 
Is it not becauſe you joyn not tothe Spirit which makes the Evil manifeſt 2 for 
when the Spiric lets you (ee that che motions of the fleſh tempt you to evil, 
then you are notto yeeld your ſelyes to the motions of the fleſh, bur to the mo- 
tion of che Spirit, and ſonot to ſerve the fleſh but the Spirit 3 for wato which 
you yeeld your ſelves ſervants 10 obey, you are 4 ſervant to it ;, and by yeelding to 
the motions of the fleſh, you are a ſervant to it, and there is your failings and 
your {in committed for inthe fleſh dwells no good thing, it is the proneſs to 
evil, and whilſt fleth lives, and you live in it, your -thoughts, words and 
deeds are evil coxtinuaby , and though you may feel ſome ſtrivings againſt the 
Evil, and many times come under {uch Judgment that you ſay, 7 will never do 
ſach things again, yet not joyning with the Spirit ro overcome the evil, you 
want power to pay your vows unto,God: And is it not a ſad thing that when 
you have ſinned, and chat Judgment overtakes you, and in the ſence of Judg- 
ment you promiſe never to do the like again, and yet do not pay your vows un- 
to God, but are found committing the ſame things again, and that with as 
much greedineſs as ever? do you not here break your Vow, and fin againſt 
the Spirit that makes you ſenſible that you ſhould do ſo no more. and fo 
add (in tofin , firſt, by committing evil 3 ſecondly, by promiſing and not per- 
forming * 

Now ſeeing your own ſtriving and endeavouring and promiſing doth all fall 
ſhorr of performing, and that you want power in your ſelves to overcome the 
evil that is preſent, and ſo lie groaning under ir, and burthened withir z and 
whilſt the fleſh Iiveth, and corruption ſtandeth, it cannot be otherwiſe ; there- 
fore. you muſt come to the Spirit, which is holy, which is harmleſs, unde- 
fled, and ſeparate from fin, 1n which is no fin; and you muſt not quench ic 
and grieve it by diſobedience, bur unto every Reproof yeeld your ſelves, and 
ponder ſeriouſly what it meaneth. Art thou reproved by the Spirit ? clhen 
ſtand ſtill and ponder it inthy heart, What doth this mean ? am [doing chac 
- which is juſt and right, or am Imiſs 2 and by ſtanding ſtill and pondering (eri- 
ouſly what is meanc by the Reproof, thou wilt hear the expreſs voice of the 
Spirit tell chee that: thou art in the evil, and thou muſt turn from ir, and for- 
fake it, and deny thy ſelf, and take up the Croſs : This is the Spirit's voice 
in thee, and the Spirit is Trurh. Now when thou findeſt theſe things fo, 
hearken diligently co the Spirir,there-is thy Teacher, and being willing to hear 
and obey the Spiric, then thy ſoul will come to find life in the Spirit 3 and fo 
thou wilt begin to feel the Spirit's power, to draw thee, to lead thee, to reach 
thee, to nſfrag thee, and to ſtrengthen thee, by which thou wilt come to 
know that thy ſtrength is in the Spirit, and fo thou coming to the Spirit which 
hath ſtriven with thee, and yeelding thy ſelf co the drawings and leadings of ir, 
then thou wilt know the Sparit's work in its own power, and wilt feel it ſtrive 
over the motions of the fteſh, and give thee ſtrength to overcorge them z and 
fo all thy owa ſtrivings, and endeavours will comeinto filence, by the power 
of the Spirit, and the Spirit will condemn fin in the fleſh,8& manifeſt irs own life 
inthy mortal body:and then thou wilt know, That as fon hath reigned unto death, 
even ſo Righteouſneſs xeigneth unto life by Feſws Chriſt z, (Mark) here is an 0- 
vercoming Righteouſneſs reigns unto life by Jeſus'Chriſt , and that which 
reigns is in dominion, it hath-overcome and got the: victory z and ſor is the 
power of Chriſt that overcomes the wicked one in thee , therefore joyn ro che 
power of Chrift in every Reproof, and thou-wilt 66d that whatſoever he doth 

reprove 
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reprove in thee by his power, he will by the (ame power crucifie it for thee, 
& ſo redeem thee out of all iniquity, tranſgrefſion and fin,and ſer thee free from 
thy burdens with which thou art opprefledy8& here thou wilt feel Chriſt to do 
that, whichthou couldeſt not do for thy (elf, nor any other for thee y and theo 
thou wilt kaow that the (ame which reproves thee for fin, is thy Saviour from 
ir, and thy, Redeemer our of all iniquity 4, and as thou comeſt unto him, and 
believeſt in him, he will nor caſt thee off, therefore let nar thy fins withhold 
thee from coming ro Chrilt, for thou art he that he ſeeks: And who hath 
more need to.come unto him than thou haſt 2 it is thou that art diſeaſed, it is 
thou thar art ſick, and therefore thy need is greateſt of a Phyfician, and thy 
wounds have molt need of cure, and whatelſe can heal thee and cure thee, buc 
Chriſt the. power of Gods and therefore his compaſſion is towards thee z 
though thou arc a ſinner, he would not have thee die and periſh, but would have 
thee come-to him that thou mighteſt be healed and ſaved 3 for he comes to ſave 
the world, and not to deſtroy it , and if thou dieſt in thy ſins, thy deſtruttion w of 
thy ſelf : For, Chriſt is not wanting in his love to manifeſt thy fins unto thee, 
and to reprove thee z bur if thou art rebellious agaioſt him, and wilt not come 
uato him, then thou forſakeſt thy own mercies,and thereby deſtroyeſt thy ſelf g 
therefore mind the Light wich a careful eye, and take heed unto ir, and thou 
wilt ſee thy Salvation to be-in_ it, and ſo know from whence thy Salvation 
comethy and there will be thy ſtop and crols to thine own way, all thy hearts 
laſts will be croſſed, thy evil thoughts, words and deeds will be all ſtopped 
and croſſed by the Power of Chriſt ; and it will mortifie the fleſh, and all the 
deeds of it, and here thou wilc feel Chriſt to give thee power over the world 
the fleſh and the Devil, and every motion of the fleſh in irs firſt riſe thou wile 
have ſtrengch in the pownn of Chriſt ro beat it dqwn.and ſubdueit, and ſo in 
the Power thou wile know che daily Croſs cothy willy to thy wiſdom, to thy 
reaſon, ro thy corruptions, ro thy vanities, to thy mirth, to thy pleaſures, to 
thy cuſtoms, to formalities, to, thy traditions, to thy vain wotſhip 3 
and whatſoever hath irs riſe and being from the motions of the fleſh, the Pow- 
er of Chriſt will croſs that nature and deſtroy ir, and (o bring thee into death, 

and all thy lovers with thee, and crucifie all down together z and here thou 
wilt feel the power ſtrike over thy filthineſs and thy own righteouſneſs, and 
ſtain che pride of the glory of fleſh z then in the. power thy ,change being 
wrought, and thou coming into union and fellowſhip with the Power, thy 
ſtrengrh will be renewed 1n God, ang his Commands will not be grievous to 
thee, for whatſoever he doth require of thee, he will give thee ſtrength to 
perform it, and ſo thou wilt know that the ſame which requireth, the ſame 

ves ſtrength to perform whar is required;z and how canſt thou chen want 

| Khir and power, when thou art joyned to Chriſt the Power of God, who 

is greater and ſtronger than the power of darknefs ? Wilt chou complain for 

want of ſtreagth, and want of power 2 and wile thou now ſay, I would do 

r\is or the other, but I cannot, I have noftrength, I have no power. Oh nay, 

if thou artcome to Chriſt the Power of God, thou wilt feel himto be greater 

in thee than he that is in the world, and by faith in his Power thou wilt know 

that all things are poſlible: for if Chriſt was nox the greateſt and ſtrongeſt, 

the Creation could never be reſtored, nor the ſoul redeemed out of the fall : 
but Chriſt is the greateſt, and Chriſt is the ſtrongeſt z for he ische firſt and he 
is the laſt, tackre with him all chings are poſſible , and though in thy own 
eye ſome things may ſeem impoſſible, yer with rs ic's poſſible, who works 
oo 4 . ; 
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and hone can let it: therefore whatſoever weaknefVjSYIpdh thee, and" that thou 
canſt not overcome thoſe things that d6 burthen thee, 'Be nor faithleſs bur be- 
lieye, and look to Chriſt who is ſufficient ro help chee'and"relieye'rhee 3 for 
thy weakneſ$is want of faith, and ſo rliou ftaggereſi atthe Protniſes anda 
pearances of Chtiſt ; ahd if he utter fits voice withit thee; and Ti'trito thee, 
Y#>n-wrto me and live, thou canſt not believe that it iShej-and fo rheAthh vail- 
ethithee, and; imbondageth thee by rhe ſecret working of the MyRety of Ini- 
quity ; for now people cry, How aye we in bondage to the things thir are! If 
Tcoutld tell what to do, I would never go tothe Worſh that-now js obſeywel, it is 
ſth a bondage tome, and ſuch a binba npon me, that it makes the to mouryt un; 
de it ; but what ſhall 1 do, the Law requiyes it, a#d Fwant" #rength to ftand a- 

ainſt it ? I would willingly deny it, if I could do it, and not come into ſufferings 5 
Tos I muſt either doit, or elſe I ſhall bring ty ſelf into trouble, ' 

Now confider, What is itthat convinceth thee that che preſent "Worſhip is 
hot in the Truth? and what is it that is burthened with it, and would be free 
from it * and what is it 'that reaſoneth for ſafety' and'cannot deny it? Read 
this diſtinction, and then thou wilt p'ainly ſee, chat thou createſt chy own 
bondage, by giving way to thy own reaſon ; for that which" manifeſts the 
Worthip to be out of the Truth, that 15 the Light of Chriſt, and thac which 
is burchened with it that is the Righteous Seed 0 Got but chat which reaſons 
for ſafety that is the fleſh, 'and thou entering ined conference with fleſh and 
blood, thou goeſt from Chriſt the Power9f God; and ſothon haſt neither 
ſtrength nor power to deny and ſeparate from that which is the barthen of the 
Seed; aud then thou ſeekeſt out excuſes in thy reaſon, and ſomething will be 
taking care for Wife, Children and Eſtate, and the things of this life, and 
reaſon will be ready to ſay, IfT ſhould deny and ſeparate, I ſhould be depri- 
ved of my Liberty, and loſe my Eſtate, and ſo becomea ſufferer , and I had 
better undergo the burthen, than-expoſe my ſelf to ſuffering , and though I do 
conform, yert/my mind not agreeing'in performance, I hope it will not be 
charged upon me as fin. Oh! take heed, for this is a greater danger, than the 
danger of ſuffering 3 or loſs of thy eſtate z for if thou by ſuch reaſoning think 
ro fave thy own life, thou loſeſt life eternal, and that will be a greater loſs unto 
thee then the loſs ofall things in this world z and therefore ler nor ſuchthing 
prevail over thee, for they will imbondage thee, and cauſe thee to go heavily, 
and if thou love any thing more than Chriſt, thou art not worthy of bim , there- 
forethou muſt deny all for him, and count nothing too dezr to offer up which 
he requires of thee, bur ler Husband and Wife go, and Children go, and 
Houſe and Land go, to follow Chriſt , and yer love thy Wife and Husband, 
and Children in their places, and uſe thy Houſe and Land in their places, for 
in their places they are good and comfortable , bur if they lye in thy way for 
f»llowing Chriſt, and rat thereby thou art hindered for anſwering his requi- 
rings, then they are ſad'and miſerable, and ſo they are tobe denied and not 
otherwiſe : And here thou wilt find ſtrength and power preſent with thee, 
and wil be made willing to deny and feparate from char Worſhip which thou 
art convinced is out of the Truth, and which is thy barthen to obſerve : ifthou 
txke heed to the Light and Power of Chriſt in thee, icwill open thy eye to 
look over a Priſon or Eftate, or the neareſt things that are anco thee, it will 
terthee ſee that which is beyond them all, ag /orions Inheritance that never fades 
4way, a Kingdom that hath no end, and therefore obey the Spirir of God in chy 
own conſcience, bow unto ir, there, is'the true Worſhip, a Worſhip in the 

n | Spirit 
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Spirit, a Worſhip inthe ruth, worſhip God there alt ye thar deſirecoſerve 
him, *  S{LLI1:21-*61.*JO! 'iflh YI 

And if you ſay, Thus we would di, but we want ſtrength, 
to doit. (1 S013 a: 1; 932 64 ” wack 
Anſ. Oh caſt awaybll'your reaſons, :and wait inf mplicity;; and the Spirit 
will help you z therefdre-come: ro-the Spirit whoſoever: thoy art, and what 
condition ſoever thou arrin 3 if thy ſiosburthen thee, ;cometo the: Spirit | to 
eaſe thee; if thy Worſhip bardenchee, come rothe-Spirit for ſtrength radeny 
it, and then thou wilt have powetover all thy:reanings; and, al] thy fears, 
and all thy doubtings3 for the Sprrit will help thee inthy- greateſt; ſtraitss it 
will be tby ſtrength in weaknefs,! 56 will comfortthee in feeblyneGy and whis 
is it thatche Spirit will nor do for thee,: if thou love itand come into it 2 1 rel 
thee from true experience, that it will do ſo much for thee,as'thou need 
do nothing. for thy ſelf, bur ſtand ſtilland eye themovings ofthe Spirit, and 
ſoyet)d thy ſelf ro itSdrawings and Jeadings, then it will favathee from fins 
and redeem-thee out of iniquity z ;it will eaſe thee of chy, burdens, andiſcr 
thee free inthe liberty of its owa life: and this:is: the work; of God's Spitic} 
which ſavech by its Grace, and therefore thy: ſtrength is td Band ftill and-be- 
lieve in the Spirir, andin fo doing thon wilt neither want ſtrangelt nor\pawer, 
to overcome whatſoever corruptions do imbondage thee,' bus the, Spirit will re- 
teaſe thee, and give thee dominion/to-Teign and. rejoyce vverthy encthies 
which have'reigned:and rejoyced.over thee”) 3v7 - © 3 1 nu 3 1419, 

And'now ye that ate panting and hungring #fter-the living Refreſhment, 
come ye allo to the Spirit, that ye in the Spirit may be comforted: for God 
regardeth your breathings, and your tenderneſs is before him : therefore be 
not ye afraid rocome, becauſe ye are weak, and becauſe ye are feeble, and 
becauſe ye ſee ſome failings, and ſo mourn at the fight of them, and judge 
your ſelves unworthy to come z O ler not cheſe things, diſcourage you, but 
come, though weak, come, though feeble z come, though thou ſeeſt ſome 
failings, itis the Spirit muſt give thee ſtrength, it is the Spirit muſt give thee 
comfort, it is the Spirit muſt overcome thy failings; therefore come and de- 
lay not, and as thou comeſt unto it, then deny thy ſelf and follow ir, and 
let not thy eye look any other way, norto any other thing, ſo in the living 
Spirit thou wilt worſhip the living God, whois a Spirit,and there thou wilt feel 
his preſence, his virtue & goodnels,8 that will anſwer thy breathings, and ſatis- - 
fie thy hungringszand through the nouriſhment of the Spirit thou wilt grow'in 
the Spirit,and live in the Spirit,and then there is no condemnation unto thee : 
Therefore let every one come to the Spirit and be ſaved, for the Lord wiits 
zo ſhew mercy : He is pulling down the birth of the fleſh, and raiſing op the 
birth of his Seed , and he isdear and tender over it whereſoever ir breathes, 
and therefore to the babe he ſaith, come, and tothe poor and needy he ſaith, 
come, 1 will in no wiſe cat thee off : and as this is his voice to the babe of Inno- 
cency, even ſohe ſaith tothe worker of Iniquity, Depart from me, 1 know thee 
not, And here is a diſtin&ion in the Invitation uatothe true birth heMfaith, 
Com? unto the falſe birth he ſaith, Depart : Therefore let the wicked forſake 
his way; and the worker of iniquity depart from his iniquity z then let the babe 
of Innocency draw nigh and come, for thou art the babe which is tendered , 
and therefore come in the drawings of the Spirit, and drink of the Water of 
Life freely , for the Fountain is open untothee that thou mayeſt be refreſhed, 


nouriſhed, 
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noariſhed, and comforted in the power of an endleſs life, which hath com- 
paſſion upon thee in mercy and loving-kindneſs. 

And now all people, hear the Spirits voice, obey itsteachings, yeeld to its 
drawings, and ſo come to the Church in the Spirit, the Miniſtry in the Spirit, 
che'Worſhipin the Spirit,the Unity in the Spirit,and-ſo ſerve God in the Spirit, 
in which there is no condemnation ; and there the good Shepherd will tead you, 
and his yoice yo will know from the voice of ſtrangers,therefore hearken and 
obey z This is your day, come, yea let itbe now, and pat it not off toanother 
time , for delays are dangerous,and by delayes you may loſe the time'that now 
is, and ſo loſe your peace and happineſs for eyer : therefore let che World go, 
Pleaſures go, Will-worſhip go, and come to the Spirit, walk in the Spiric, and 
live in the Spirit, then no divifion any more, but one heart, one mind,and one 
ſoul, in one Seed of Life, which is bleſſed for ever, in which the Saints have 
communion togerher, and in which true love, peace and concord abqundeth z 
where there is no more twain, bur one new man in Chriſt, who reconcileth all 
things by himſelf, and ſ@ maketh peace z unto whom all come, chat of his 
Life you may be born, without which ye can never enter into the Kingdom: 
therefore come to Chriſt the ſaving health of all Nations, the chief 8hepherd 
and Biſhop of the ſoul , whoſe paſturesare freſh and green , whoſe invications 
are full of love y. Ohletic win you, let it draw you, and overcome you, that by 
his Power ye may be ſaved, and by his Virtue ye may be healed, and fo in- 
heric everlaſting Life to your ſouls comfort, without which you can never be 
happy, neicher here nor hereafter , therefore conſider it ſeriouſly, the matter 
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HE Loving Kindneſs of the Lord God is abundantly ma- 

nifeſt, and with the Cords of it the Hearts of many are 

drawn unto him, and made ' willing to Love , Serve , 

and Obey Him, and to deny what 1s contrary to Him, 

and to follow His Leadings to come into more Ac- 

quaintance with Him; whereby there is a true Tenderneſs begotten, 
which doth earneſtly Thirſt after Him, and there is nothing ſo dear 
as His Love, and for His Word the World is denyed , and wn 
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Thirſt is more and more increaſed after God , and preſſes after more 
-Communion..with - His Love, - and-in-the 

the Streams thereof reach the Thirſty, and with the ſweet Savor of it the 

Thirſty are Refreſhed,and it bethmblexSeding Precious, and in it Strength 

1s Renewed, and the Bones are made Fat, and fo the "INE Babe 1s 


Nouri and —_— +5 fregy opened, yhat all th irſt may 
come, | tha ge wiybe pa s of t ve of ©W, and in 
the Li C s obfamed: Fofit i piverl to oſe that 
are out of the Love 5; and to bri them into the Love; and as it appears 
to diſcover that which Separates flom the Love, the mind Turning unto it, 
oO and. that which Separatgs from the Love *- 
nie ed, and thE powetRtemoves it out he 
to that which is Orfffelled, and theſhay 


.takes h 
, and ſon the Crokz Crug | 
Say, w y there &Eaſk given oh 
is Cleared ofthat which Separated from . the Light leads out 
T the and all Earthly Things, and leads 


and ft 

to God the Fountain 
of Eternal Love, in whoſe Pure Preſence the fulneſs of Joy is found : 
And as the Light is believed in, fo is the Tranſlation wrought, and the 
Power puts off the Old, and makes all New, and a Birth comes to be 
Born- that is:of God, and it Joves-the Father, and delights th do His 
Will, and the Father ſpreads His Love over it for a Banner, by which it 
is Protected and Preſerved in ts.Grewth and Increaſe; and what it makes 
War againſt, the Love is a Banner over it, and the furious Beaſts are 
thereby ſtopped, : and allo driven back, 'and that which prefles after Com- 
munion with God, it goes forward , and the-Banner of Love is ſpread 
over it ; and tins is the great Battle to be Fought, and unto itath 6 
Pord.God gathered a Remnant, and orders them under His Banker, . by | 
PFhich they are Encoufaged to make War in Righteouſneſs, and in Love 
to overcome their Enemies, and in Patience to ſilence the fooliſh and 
gainſayers; and of this knmortal Seed is this Royal Army Born, and they 
are Conquerours through Him that loves them, and ſpreads His Banner 
over them, and their Weapons are Ldye and Patience, by which they 
overcome; and they do not think ill to their Neighbours, but love their 
Enemies, and are ready to do good to thoſe that are contrary minded 3 
and they would have all cottic to the Love of God, that they might be 
ſaved ; and what the Father leads them unto, His Love conſtrains them 
to follow, and when they are Perſecuted the Love Conſtrains them to 
Bleſs, and.in Patience. they Endure it, and {eck no Revenge upon it, but 
overcome Evil with Good; and this is the Royal Army of the Lamb, 
who are Born again, and Redeemed out of the World, and their Union 
is with that which was before the World, therefore are they Perſecuted 
and Evil Entreated by the World, who are Separated from the Love, 
which they are partakers of, and over whom it is ſpread for a Banner, and 
they have nothing in their Hearrs but Love and Good Will to all Men : 
And this is an Army that the Lord God hath gathered, and is gathering, 
from amongſtthe Earthly Warriors, whoſe ſtrength is in the Horſe and 
his Rider, and the Lord God puts into their Hands the Spiritual Weapon, 
and with it they go forth to Battel, andthey ſeek to ſave Mens Lives, and 
not to deſtroy them ; their Weapon is Stretched forth to cut down the 
Proud Luſtfal Nature, from whence all Wars ariſe, and ſo to bring Pco- 


ple to the meek and quiet Spirit, and tolive peaceably with all Men. _ 
this 
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this is not like the Alieris; Army, who are Strangers unto the Spirit that 
leads into Love and Gogd: V Vill, and'to do juitly,” and walk bumbly with 
God, it is quite of a\;.contrary-:Naturez the. Alrens Army draw their 
Swords, and kill once another ; the Royal Army have put up their $words, 
and will have all Men Saved : And who-needs to fear ſuch an Army, whoſe 
Banner is Love, and their Weapons Good Will 2 There need no Horſetnen 
and ſtrong Armies to oppoſe them; nor Priſons to.quiet then, for they are 
Marching under the Bazzey of \Loveand-in Love meet their Entinics; ard 
quench their Fury ; and whatever canbe done againſt them, ' Live 58 1heiy 
Banner, and with it they are. wondetfally Preſerved, and'ab any thing 
ariſes to turn them back,+the Love Protects them, and is a ſurc Refuge 
for them, and with it they ſtand Armed, and the fiery Darts are quenched) 
and though the wicked may ſtrike exceeding fore, yet dothrthe Lowe De- 
fend and Preſerve, and' from it there goes forth a mighty Strength; that 
drives back the wicked One, and overcomes him, _ under'this Banwer 
of Safety, and in this Royal Army is Love and Good Will, and to' be Botn 
ifito the Love, there is Strength received, and the Enemy is driven back 
and confounded, and all that keep under the Baxxer they are kept from 
Danger : For it goes before and leads forward ; and it alſacomes behind 
and rs the Reward, ({o that the Army is Compeſſed about with Love, and it 
is the Banner over them, and ſafely Conducts them in their Travel, and 
makes their Paftage cafie, ſo that they willingly go forward, and mareh 
boldly in the ſtrength of Love, in which they are ftronger than their Ene- 
mies3 and One falls at the Right Hand, and Another at the Left, and as 
they would ſtop for going forward, 'the Love wars agamſt: them, arid 
overcomes them ; for there is nothing ſtronger than Love ; it makes uh- 
eaſfte . Paſſage, and drives back that which ſtands in the way, and what- 
ever Riſes, it Falls again, and the Armies of the Aliens are put to flight; 
for in the ſtrength of Love Oxe chaſes a Thouſand, and the Army of Roy- 
alty Marches forward and takes Pofleſltion, and they are kept under the 
Banner of Love, andare ordered by it, and it isa Bulwark for them, that 
the Eenemy cannot come any way to touch them : And this is the Barner 
that keeps unto the End, and whoare gathered to it, and- travel under it, 
their Strength is in it, and their Diligence is to be kept Faithful, and 
they ſtand VVatchful, left they ſhould be drawn afide, and thereby fall 
into Dangers; for the Enemy is near, and if the VVatch be not kept, he 
will Tempt, and alſo Entanglke, and fo bring the Hands to be weak, ard the 
Knees to be feeble, and draw the Mind to. look. at the weakneſs, 'and then 
bring up his Army , and place them in the way, and they appearing 
Mighty in Strength, he then draws into Reaſoning which way they 

be overcome ;z and if that cannot be ſeen ſpeedy, ther he: draws to 
Conſult which way to eſcape them; and if he take not there; then he la- 
bours to drive back again, as if it were not pofhible to overcome futh 
ſtrong Enemies in ſuch a weak and feeble ſtate; but he is a Liar. There- 
fore let none encline unto him , though here he hath wronged man 
and hath ſecretly enticed them from under the B4xner of Love,. and 
drawn themout of the order of Gods Royal Army; but the VVatchful are 
preſerved in ſafety, and walk in the ſtrength of Love, and beheve that af 


' things are poſſible, and their Faith works by Love, and in the Faith they go 


forward, and by Faith inthe Love they are made Conquerors'3-and the(t 


arc 
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are ;Free-botn: Childrewof the Living God, whoate gatheredunder the 
Renneriaf bis Love, and there fight. againſt the World, the Fleſh and the De- 
vil, againſt Principallities and Powers, and Spiritual wickedneſs im bigh Ple- 
es, and they; ſtand by Faith, and fight the good fight of Faith; by which 
Viftory \sobtarmed, Lyons '\;rouths are Stopped : And this is the Saints VVea- 
pon with which they go forth to Battle, and in which they! ate made 
ſtronger than their Enemies, and 'they are of the Royal Sed that God 
hath blefled, and are true Followers of the Lamb, and fight under his' Bax- 
ner, andihcy muſt have the Vitoryz; for in the Love are all things ended, 
and as the Latnb appears and ſpreadsforth His lovely Barxrer, (6 unto him 
will the-gathering bez: and unto His Royal Army there (hall be:a greatim- 
creaſe, and they ſhall wax ſtronger and ſtronger, and their Enemies weaker 
and weaker; and as the gathering is unto Him, and His Banner known, 
ſo will Swords be beater into Plow-Shares, and Spears into Pruining-Hooks, 
.and Wars will ceaſe, and Cruelty come to an end, and Love will abound, and 
the Bazrer of it reach over Nations 3: and this is the Lord bringing to paſs 
with His Holy Army, and a lovely Army hath he gathered, and they wil- 
ingly follow Him, and His Barner over them is Love, and under it they 
are Proteted, and ſafely Condutted, and go forward in the ſtrength of 
-Love, and all that withſtands them muſt fall before them ; For the Lamb 
makes the way, and His Royal Army tollows Him, and He Exhalts Himſelf 
upon, His: Throne, and eſtabliſhes His own Government in Everlaſtin 
Righteouſneſs, and in His Royal Army doth His Purity ſhine, and His 
Meekneſs, Patience and Gentleneſs is the Garment of their Praiſe, and 
with his Virtuous Life are they beautified, and their ſtrength is in Him,and 
under His Banner they abide, and when he Leads, they (tandin readineſs 
to Follow, and ſo keep the good Order, and He prepares the way, and 
makes it Eafie; and though many Tribulations and Afflictions come upon 
ther, yet He doth not forſake them, but ſtands by them, and His Lovely 
Banner covers them, and with it He preſerves them, and He bears the At- 
flition with them, and ſo upholds them in it, and makes way through 
it, and works Deliverance from it : And this is the Lamb of Glory, who 
Leads His Royal Army in the Way of Peace, and He Proclaims His Peace 
on :Earth,, and His Good Will towards Men, and doth not Deftroy Mens 
Lives, but-appears to Save ther ; And the ſame Mind He begets in His 
Followers; who are an Army of Peace, as He 1s The Prince of Peace; and 
yet they Fight His Battel, under the Barrer of His Love, and their War- 
fare is not Carnal, but Spiritnal, and in the Spiritual He ſets up His own 
Kingdom, and into it He ConductsHis Royal Army, and there gives unto 
them an Everlaiting Inheritance, in His Everlafting Kingdom, which doth 
Recompence their Faithfulneſs: And theſe are a Royal Army that Fight 
the Lords Battle boldly,” and yet dare not deſtroy the Life of any, but 
abide under the Banner of Love, and there in Patience reſt ; and He ap- 
pears His own Cauſe to plead , and 'makes them more than Conquerors 
through His own Love And theſe are a Peaceable People, who are gui- 
ded by a Peaceable Principle that is of God, and in Peace they obtain the 
Victory, and the Lamb comes forth in His Power, and takes the Domi- 
nion, and ſets up his own Government in the Kingdom of Peace; And 
this is a Spiritual Work, and it is' His own, and not to be accompliſhed 
by any Camal Weapon, for that cannot eſtabliſh a Spirtual Kingdom, _=_ 
tne 
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the Lamb's Kingdom is Spiritual, His Government Spiritual, His Royal Army 
$piritual, and they cannot fight about an Outward Kingdom, but mind 
the Inward Work, and to be kept with Him, whole Kiredomt is not of 
this World And fo they come more into an Inward Spiritual Work, ar 
wait to know an Inward Spiritual Change, whereby Chriſt is Revealed in 
Spirit, and comes in His Power and Glory, and takes His Right and ſets 
up His Kingdom, and init Reigns, and puts down all His Enemies under 
Him ; And this is His Battle in which he appears to Exalt His own Name 
in Dominion, and in His Right he Reigns this day, and He is the King 
of a Royal Army, who are ſtrong in H's Strength, and lovely in His Beauty, 
and unto Him alone they give the Praiſe and Glory. 

Now all that arc Striving and Warring, and have-t in their Hearts fo 
w do, and thereby think to ſet up their Religion, and their Obſervation); 
or ſuch as expecta time in which Chriſt will appear Perſonally upon the 
Earth to Reign, and have it in their Hearts to cut oft and deſtroy the 
contrary minded, and ſo by Weapons of War Fight for His Kingdom, 
and thereby Exalt Him into His Dominion; unto ſuch ſorts of People it 1s 
ſaid, Be Hill and quiet, leſt ye put forth your Hand to do Evil, and ſo provoke 
the Holy One to Anger, and in your froward minds provoke one another, 
and fo kindle Wrath and Anger one in another ; from which comes all 
Wars and Contentions, which 1s not the way that Chriſt appears in, nor 
the Path in which he leads His Royal Army: Therefore let all Men appear 
in the Moderation, and ceaſe from Warring and Fighting, and Killing one 
another, and let them mind the thing that concerns their own Peace, and 
follow that pure Principle of Light in their own Conſcience, which 
will teach them to put. up their Swords,and to live Peaceably with all Men; 
And it wilpurge out that Revenging Blood-thirſty Spirit, who provokes 
haſtily to commit Cruelty, and it will not ſuffer one Man to Kill ano- 


_ ther, forit commands the contrary, and he that Kills, tranſgreſſeth againſt 


it, and isnot of the Lamb's Royal Army, who have put' up their Swords, 
and cannot learn War ary more; And unto ſuch it is ſaid, Be Faithful ſtill, 
that a clear Deliverance may be wrought out, and /et the Patient be Pa- 
tient Fill, that Patience may have its perfe® Work, and that there may 
be an Intireneſs; ſo will the Lamb lead up His Royal Army, unto the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters, and there Reward them with Fulneſs of Joy, and 
Crown them with Glory and Immortality; and'this is His Day, and with 
His Royal Army he- goes forth, before whom the Nations muſt tremble, 
and the Glory of all Fleſh muſt be ſtained; for His VVork is New, and 
He will not piece it to the Old, but the Old mult paſs away before the 
Glory of His Riſing. And now is the Lord God Crowning His Seed, and 
giving unto it the Power, and Glory, and Dominion; and the Righteous 
Rejoyce, and the Royal Army are Glad: For He is Come whoſe Reward, is 
with Him, and His Power he takes unto Him and Reigns, and thus is His 
Kingdom Come, and the Joy and Peace therein is known, and the Banner of 
Love 1s (pread over the Flock,and they are gathered in One Spirit, and are 
the One People of the one only True God,and with One Heart they offer 
a Sacrifice upon the Holy Altar,which is for a Praiſe throughout the whoke 


Stand (till ye Aliens, and ſee the Salvation of God: . 
Go on ye Free-born Children, for great is your Reward. | 
B bb A Short 
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aA Short TESTIMONY wunto the II AY 
of PE»ACE. 


HE Life of Chriſt is Sweer, it is the Subſtance of whatevercan 

? be ſpoken : To Inherit a meaſiire of it is Joy and Peace, and 
the Deſire of the Simple is abundantly ſatisfied therein ; It is the 

One thing needful to be Choſen, and being Choltn, to be watchful in it to 
abide; for the Erring fromit goes down to Death, and without it is Diſtreſs 
and-Sorrow ; It is abundantly Revealed in this Day, and the Breaſts of 
it are Jaid open to the VVeary; It hath its Courfe in the Valleys, and 
Flows in the Channel of Lowlineſs; The Humble meet it in the VVay, 
and in the pure Streams they receive their Portion; To be Low and Hum- 
ble is the VVay of Life, and therein do the Lambs enjoy their Paſture 3 
As it is Taſted it Draws ſtill after it, and the more it 1s Taſted, the more 
it is Beloved; and as it is Beloved, the more it Springs, and Flows to that 
which Thirſteth, and in Patience waiting the Vertue of it is Felt, and the 
Mind Fnks down more into it, and the Delight is in the Sweet Savour of 
it: This is the VVay of the Humble, and this is the Path of the Lowly 
Mind ; Hither do all the Lambs reſort, and here do the Babes Receive 
their Conſolation : It is the Endleſs Fountain that Miniſtreth to the Thirſty, 
and Relieves the VVeak and Feeble in their Travel : In it are all things 
done, without it nothing ; Life is the ſtrength of all, and in the Humi- 
lity it is Poſletled, and m the Meekneſs, the Riches of it are Felrz The 
Lowly Feel the VVay of its Paſſage, and in the Path of Humility it runs 
exceeding Sweetly; They that abide in their meaſure, receive their Con- 
ſolation, and feel their gathering into Union with Life, and in it are 
Tranſlated out of the Earthly, and (o an Undefiled Birth is Born, which 
in the Chaſt Mind is Retained, and truly Beloved, and unto it alone be- 
long the Iilucs from Death; it is not to be Contained in any one Place, 
nor Comp:ehended in any one Veſlel; There is no Limitation of its 
breaking forth, but when and where, and in whom it pleaſeth; it pre- 
pares the Veſſel for its uſe, and makes it Honourable in its own Holineſs ; It 
Springs and ills according to its pleaſure, and the Veſſel muſt be New 
that doth Contain itz This is the day of its Renown, and many partake 
of its precious Vertuez The Low Eſtate js exceeding Sweet, 2nd to be 


truly Humble is the Way of Liſe; To keep Self in the Nothingneſs, 


brings in Joy and Peace, and tobe Abafed makes truly Contented; for in 
that Path the Streams do run, and in the Savor thereof is Sweet Con- 
fohtion ; The Patient VVaiter knows it, and the Humble in Heart can 
Seal unto it 3 And this ts a Birth of Innocency Born of Immortality, and 
as it doth ariſe it humbl-s the Mortal unto the Death of the Crofs, and 
makes Self of no Reputation, and in the Believer it works its own Free- 
dom, and purges out the Corruptible, and makes way into the Believers 
Heart, and puts Joy and Gladneſs therem, whereby # Supply is Mimiſtred 
unto that which ſtands in Need, and with this are the Babes Nourtſhed, 
and the Lambs Refreſhed, -and herein is Joy and Peace obtained and 
truly poſlefied; and as the Mind in the Lownets {inks down to the Life, 
wy: | 2 
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{o doth the Life Fxalt it (elf into Honour, and ſpreads abroad its Re- 
nown in the Heart, and becomes exceeding Glorious in the Beauty of its 
own Holineſs, and fills the Veſlel with its perfect Life, whereby the A- 
doption is wrought, and a Child brought forth that is an Heir of God, and 
2 Joynt-heir with Chriſi, who in the Believers Heart reveals his Innocency, 
and in the Humility brings torth his Glorious Image, where he is Felt m 
the Covenant of his Grace, and enjoyed in the Power of his endleſs 
Life 5 And then he is truly Touched, and his Vertue Received, in which 
{trength is pert:&ly Renewed, and an Increaſe and Growth V Vitnefled, 
and the Innocency Springs, and brings to God the Father, and the Heart 
unto it 1s Joyned and Uuned, and is made Ore with the Father, and with 
His Son Jeſus Chriſt; And lo he that Begets, and he that is Begotten are 
truly Loved 3 and in the Lowneſs this comes to be Artained, and the 
Glory of it Revealed, where he 1s beheld who is the o»ly Begotten of the 
Father, Full of Grace and Truth; For through the Judgment rhat comes 
ta be Separated, which cannot be united, and then ihe Innocent 15 raiſed, 
and the Meek-quiet Spirit ſprings, and thereby Lite is given, and there 
is a partaking of it, and a Living by it, and this is ſure Bread that Nou- 
riſhes and Strengthens with his Living Vertue, and Miniſters Sweet Con- 
ſolation to the worthy Receiver, and many are made Partakers of it; 
and thereby are Strengthened in their Teſtjmozy for God: And though 
many Exerciſes come upon them, yet they are upheld to ſtand Faithful, 
and as the Mind keeps down, and abides in the Fear, the Lords Name is 
knawn, and the ſafety in it, and the Wicked One cannot Touch, though 
he may ſtrongly Tempt 3 But as he Appears he is Judged, and the Inno- 
cency Preſerved, and the Simplicity Retained, which is exceeding Pre-. 
ciqus to be Enjoyed: ForInnocency and Siinplicity is ever Accompanied 
with Joy and Fehcity : And to be in Union with the Innocent Life, is 
Toy and Peace, and the Love ariſes and ſheds abroad in the Heart, where- 
by the Heart is overcome to loye God, and all Babes Born of the Inno- 
cent Life, in which perfect unity 1s felt, and the L ove hath a free Courſe, 
and runs the Heart unto God, and unto one another, whereby a Tender- 
ne(s Springs one towards another. So that Humility is the way to come 
into Truc Unity, where there is nothing remains, but Love out of 4 pure 
Heart, that ſeeks not to be Exalted, but till to be Humbled 3 and in 
this Path the Love and Lite of God hath free Courſe in every Particular, 
and meets in the Unity, and Embraces each other, where the Innocent 
Life hath its Rgjoycing, and in True Love and Tenderneſs reacheth to its 
own in each Veſlel, and in this State there is true Satisfaction and Con- 
tentment z 2nd a great carctulnels there 1s, Jeſt the ſweet Savour of it 
ſhould be ar any time Joſt; and itis of a Bearing, an4 Long-(uffering 
Nature, and in the Humility keeps in the Feeling, and poſlctles its Por- 
tion, and it hath enough as it partakes of the Love in the Unity ; and it 
ftrives not after the Enjoyment of any thing, but waits to keep in the 
Taſt of the (wcet Savour of the Lifez 1t Covets not to be. Rich, that 
thereby it might be Exalted, but keeps down 1n the Poverty; and in the 
Humility Þrherits Life aud Immortality; and it Travels in Lowneſs and 
Plainneſs for preſerving in Love and Peace; it ſeeks not after Worldly 
Glory, far of the World it is not,. but the Power, of an endleſs Life it 
isz and in'many hath the. Lord God Revealed: it,' who' therein feel his 
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Preſence and Peace, his Love and Grace, and are partakers of it through 
his own Good W1'l: and his Love is Felt, wherewith he Loves his own, 
and rheie is a Watchfulneſs to abidethercin : So that he Reveals it more 


and more according to his own Pleaſure, whereby the Innocency is - 


ſtrengthened, and the Glory of its Holy Life (preads in the Vellel, and 
ſo a Death comes upon Self, with all its Glory, and a New Lite in the 
Seed is felt, which lives to Gods Glory ; and when at any time the Love 
is not felt, nor the Refreſhings of it Taſted, then doth the Babefit inthe 
lowneſs, and wait in the Patience, until the Spring opens in its own 
Freeneſs, and when jt opens none can ſhut, as when it thuts none can 
ope, and when it opens it fills with Love, and mightily goes forth to 
Heal, and bind up in Unity ; and though in the Innocent Lite Unity can- 
not be broken, yet who are not Boin of it, have not Unity with it, nor 
with (uch as are truly of it ; But ſomething would be Exalting ont of the 
Rumility which God doth not give Grace unto: Put wheie the mind 
keeps down in the Light, this cannot enter, but is kept under Judgment, 
through which Innocency is brought forth, and in Love it doth abound, 
ard diaws the Heart into it, and fils it with the Fxce/ercy of its Treaſure, 
whereby the Heart comes to be perfealy United to it, and unto all that 
arc Born of it, and thereby 1s Oneneſs made in Chnlſt, and then no more 
Twain but One New-mazx in him who makes Peace, and Reconciles to God, 
the Father 'in one Spirit, in which Uo 1s telt with God, and withall 
born of God ; and there is nothing ſo (weet as here to dwell together, and 
to come into this Habitation is Joy and Peace for ever And 1n this Holy 
Birth of the Seed, there is but one Heart and Mind, and ſo one People unto 
the Lord God, who are truly his own People , his Choſen Generation, his 
Royal Off-fpring, and he is raiſing them in his Anthority to Trample Satan 
#1der foot, who Jabours in his S»btilty, many and divers ways to wrong 
the T-nocency, and innothing more than in breakirg Unity, but his Head 
7s bruiſing, and he muſt go down into a Bed of Sorrow, and the TInnocency 
come vp into Peace and Joy; in the Way of the Humble is this known, 
and in the Path of the Poor it 1s bronght forth and perſc&ed, and no Path is 
ſo ſafe as the Way of the Humble, for there 1s Geds Teachings known, 
and his Hard is felt that brings down into Death, and quickens and raiſes 
a New Life, that. ſeeks nothing but his Glory, and as it is brought forth it 
travels to Convert ſinners unto God, and when they are Conzerted, then to 
Strengthen them, and Build them up in their mcfi Holy Faith, and ſo to 
bring every one to the Meaſure of God, that they thereingiay be Edified 
and Comforted; and this is truly the Son of Hnwmlity, whoſe Travel is for 
Peace and Unity, and the Lord God 1s ſatisfying the Travel, whereby the 
Faithful in Unity Rejoyce together, who bave born the burden and beat of 
the Day, and have not been (lack in their Teſtimony, but through Perils 
and Dangers have Travelled, to gather People unto God, and to bring 
them into the Unity of the Spirit of God, which he 1s Jargely fulfilling in 
this day; and as the Mind keeps down and waits in the {tjIneſs, ſo doth 
the Ep ariſe, and in it is the Deſolate Comforted, and the Needy Relieved, 
and the Love and Unity is Felt and Enjezed, and with its ſtrong Cord it 
Joyns perfeCtly together, and knits the Heart into Ozereſs, and makes a 
willing People in one pure Heart, whereby the one only True God is 
Served and Wor ſhipped, and in his cwn WorkPraiſed 3 and this Honour _ 
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all the Saints, who are born of the Innocent Life, the Lord God is with 
them and amongſt them; and in the midit of AfﬀfiiGtions his Comforts delight 
them, and his Goodneſs abounds in them; and this is Joy for Mourning, 
and Gladneſs tor Heavineſ;, and in the Humility the Garment of Praiſe is 
Received, and the Birth Immortal 1s Cloathed with it, and God gives his 
Grace unto it, and therein it is Beantified and Honoured, and this Honour 
cannot be attained until Humlity go betore 3 and thisis the Honour which 
the Lord God is bringing forth by a ſtrong Hand, and by an Out-ſtretched 
Arm, and 1n this Simple Innocent State the Springs of Life are felt, and the 
Streams thereof have a free Courle, and they flow in the Heart, where- 
by the Love is felt in its freſh Vilitations, and the Mercies in the Renew- 
ings, and the Heart is gathered intoir, and is made one with it: So that 
there is a Habitation known in the Love, and from the Love nothing can 
ſeparate, but the Heart is more and more £xickened to Love God, and to 
Love all the Children of God, and this flows out of a pure Heart fervently, 
and truly loves the leaſt Babe, and ſuccours and relieves the weak and 
feeble ; and with this Garment are the Humble Cloathed, and are very 
Beautiful and Amiable, and the Lord keeps them in his faving ſtrength, 
ſo that in Love they do abide, 'and it increafes more ahd more in them, 
arid in it they grow up to PerfeFior, and when the Love is perfeF, all 
Fears with their Torments are caſt out: So that to Endure AﬀiiGions is Joy, 
and ot Wbrthy to be compared to the Glory of Innocency Revealed; and this 
keeps cleſe with God, and Girdsup the Mind into perfect Union with him, 
where the Life is felt and fed upon, which doth truly ſarisfie the Deſire of 
the Hungry; and in this State there is Contentment , and in Contentment , 
there is perfe&t Peace and Joy: So the Way of the Humble is the Sweeteſt 
Path, and in Chooſing of it there is great Reward, for 1n itis Innocency found, 
and there doth Love ſpring and abound, and the Life is taſted in which 7- 
nocency is Increaſed, and the growth of it is in a ſweet pleaſant Yalley, 
where the Streams have their conſtant Courſe, and is always touching and 
nouriſhing the Root, which cauſes every Branch that partakes of the 
Sap, to become exceeding Fruitful ; and the Yeſture is then made Gloriogs, 
with which the Kings Daughter is Beautiful within; and when the Dark- 
neſs atany time works to draw out of the Humility, and to betray the 7y- 
nocency, the Watch -diſcovers it, and the ſecret Workings of it, and in 
the Light it is ſeen to be of that Nature, which will defile the pure 1n79- 
cency, and mar the Beauty of its Holy Image, fo with the Light it is Judg- 
ed, and is not touched, and from it Iznocency is Preſerved, and ſtill ſprings 
in its Pwrity, and ſpreads it (elf mdte in its texder Life, and Beautifies the 
Houſe of its Holineſs, and the Image of it is Love, andin its Holy Life is 
Unity and Peace: The Mind that keeps low, feels it, and waiting in the 
Humility it is known in the Enjoyment of it, and the Unzty is with it, and 
with all that are born of it: Then the Love is hke a freſh Stream, that 
cannot ceaſe its Courſe, nor ſtopits Flowings, but muſt ſhed it ſelf abroad, 
and Embrace its own m the Unity, and thereisno Habitation that yields 
the like Peace : Bleſſed are they that are Born into the Love and Life of the 
Innocent Immortal Seed, for they are Children of the Kingdom without End, 
and are bound up in Unity, and keep the Bond of Peace. And here was 
the Holy Order of Gods Creation before Tranſgreſſion, and it was Very Good 
in his (ight, and into this Order of Unity and Peace 13 the Lord God Re- 
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ſtoring by the Reſurretion of Life, in which the Seed is known, and its 
Holy Order in the Vrity, and in its own Innocency it Creatcs Peace, and 
hath its Viniftration 1n it (ſelf, and gives forth as need requires whereby 
every Member is Szpplied, and the whole Eody in Unity Nexriſhed and 
Comfurted, and fo grows up unto an Holy Temple iz the Lo1d, which he 
fills with his Glory , and hath the Preheminerce, and is the Head, unto 
whom all Members are ſbbjectz 2nd he binds them up in the Bundle of 
Liſe, and makes them partakers of his Divine Nature, in which they are 
truly One, and his Love conſtrains them to love him, and to love one 
another, and he:cby they arc perfectly known to be his Diſciples, and his 
Choſen Inheritance, and he ordains Peace for them, and gives it to them 
and Mien cannot take it away from them and they in the Love, and Life, 
and Peace of the Seed, Rejoyce together, and are comforted one in ano- 
ther. So in the Humility the Seed of Honour (prings, and reveals its In- 
nocent Liſe, and ſpreads abroad the Glory of its Rexowr, and all the little 
Babcs it covers with its ow Innocency, and cloaths them with a Garment 
of Righteouſnels, whereby they are tranſlated into the Heavenly, and 
ſtand adorned with Purity and Chaſtity, and profeſs the Treaſure of Wiſe 
dom and Life: And this is the Cauſe that the Lord God will plead, 
and who abides Faithful in it ſhall receive their Reward, and ſhall come 
to the End of their Teſtimony in Peace and Joy; and ſhall meet with a 
Portion to anſwer their Tribulation 3 and this Teſtimony doth truly ſpring 
trom the /znocency, and in Meekreſs and Humility is given forth, and unto 
the Zanocext reacheth in the Love and Life of Unity, that unto it the Ga- 
_ theriag may be, and every one may feel it in the Increaſe, and therem 
grow up into the meaſure of the fFature of the Falneſs of Chriſt; tor as the 
Fear abides upon the Heart, {ſo js the Mind kept down and low, and 
walks in the Hur:ility in which thereis ſafety; and when at any time it is 
lifted up, and exalted by any Wile of the Enemy, and that there is a de- 
parting out of the Fear, and a going from the Path of Humility, then 
comes Trouble and Sorrow ; and as the Light is minded, the particular 
ſtate is opcned, and it is ſeen what is uppermoſt, 2nd bears Rule in the 
Heart; and by diligent waiting the preſent Condition opens more and 
more, ſo that the Book of Conſcience, and the things that are written 
thercin, are made manifeſt, and they are diſcerned with an Underſtand- 
ing, and it is ſeen what the Union is with; andif it be not Innocency 
in the True Love and unity, the Light Reprovesit, and Judges it, and 
the Judgment being waited in, the I7ocercy ſprings and encreaſes, and 
in the mid{t of Judgment Aercy reaches to it, and in the Aercy it grows 
and comes into Dominion; then is his Aercy known over all his Works, 
and in the A7errecy, Love and Unity 1s preſerved : So nothing is more ſafe, 
than for every one to be zrinding their own Houſe, and ſee how their 
own Family is provided for, that every particular may 1n themſelves 
feel Good Order, and their own Habitation keep in Peace and Cuietmeſs, 
which gives true SatisfaGtion and Contentment, and every one will then 
feel the Good Order of the Body in Unity, and will Enjoy their Peace and 
daily 7p area and this 1s Exceeding ſweet and precious, and more to be 
defired than whatever is beſide it, that the I:mecernt Life of the Holy Seed 
may Reign, and that it may be the Garment of all that this day bear Te- 
ſtimony unto God's Living Truth: So will the Glory of its Renown ſpread 
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over the Nations, and the Beauty of its Holineſs ſhall ſtill raviſh the 
Hearts of many, and the Lord God Evyerlattmg;-whote Zove-is without 
End, he will certainly plead with all that ſtand in the way, and break 
down the Hieh Mountains that are Proudly Exalted, and he will feed the 
Innocent Babes, and increaſe their ſtrength, and make each one ronger 
than the ſtrength of Enennes; and who watks inthe Way of the Humble 
they do know, that God will not ſpare the Provd, neither withhold His 
Grace from the Humble, but he will lay down the one, and exalt the other, 
for he will have the Seed to Rejers and in this Holy Birth of the Tmmor- 
tal Seed, an Inmirtal Inheritance 1s poſſeſſed, where the Bleſſing, and 
Joy and Peace is obtained, which doth conſtrain to give up the Body and 
Spirit to Glorifie God, and all that abide Faithful with God, and walk in 
their own meaſures received, he will Keplenith 'them with his Goodneſs, 
and fatisfie them with arrow and Fatreſs ; for he will Bleſs the Humble, 
and Crown the Irnocent with Glory and Rerown tor ever. 

The Day of the Lord is Gloriows, in which he hath gathered a People to 
walk: in his Fear, and to follow him in the Path of Humility, where he 
teacheth them, and makes them to xnderſtans his Precepts;, and he fills 
them with his Love, and ſpreads it over them, and keeps them under the 
Shadow of it, where they reſt in the feeling of his Preſerce, and thereby 
their Hearts are Exlarged to him, and his Love Conſtrains them to keep a 
Conſcience void of Offence; and neither to ſi againit hinr, nor to do any 
Violence unto Men, but to walk ſoberly and peaceably, and to behave them- 
ſelves in Love and Tenderneſs unto al/ People; and in the Ore Spirit hath 
the Lord gathered them, and and in the On? Spirit he hath bound them up, 
and they are His People, and. he is their God, and dwells amongſt them, 
and walks in them, and the Prince. of Peace orders them, and they are his 
Royal Army, m whois Love and Life they ſtand in Unity, and give up their 
Bodies and Spirits unto God; that his own Wilt may be doze, and the In- 
tents of his own Heart performed, and his own Name therein Glorified, 
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darkneſs of it having covered the people, the wiſdom be- 
low hath ſought out many Inventions, and the Name of 
Chriſtians hath been taken up from ſomething obſerved, 
which th wiſdom below hath invented ; and with this 
Name people are farisfied, though from the Life they be alienated, and 
ſuch are Gentiles who know not God,but are ſeperated from him,through 
the darkneſs that 1s in them; and whilſt they profeſs to know God, and 
to worſhip him, they are ignorant of him, and in works denies him, and 
though they have taken upon themſelves the Name of Chriſtians, yet they 
are not changed from the Gentiles Nature, but abides in darkneſs, and 
walks in darkneſs, and knows not whither they go, becauſe that darkneſs 
hath blinded their Minds, and ſuch erre from-the Way of Truth, notwith- 
ſtanding they profeſs a Chriſtian ſtate, and a Chriſtian Worſhip, and the 
Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt is hid from their Eyes, and they 
do not know the fellowſhip of the Go(pel, but walk in their own way, 
and follow the devices of their own Hearts, and worſhip the Works of 
their own Hands, after the manner of the Gentiles; and though that 
which may be known of God be manifeſtin them, yet they hke notto re- 
tain God 1n their knowledg, but hke to retaih their own Inventions bet- 
ter, and ſo they forſake their Fountain of Living Water,and hew to them- 
ſelves broken Ciſterns that can hold nu Water, ond this brings a Famine 
upon the Land, becauſe people feel not the Lord, nor the ſprings of his 
Refreſhings, and though they may aſſemble together, and fit before him 
as his his people, yet their Hearts arenot towards him, and therefvre in 
vain they worſhip him : Now foraſmuch as that which may be known of 
God is manifeſt in people, and that both Jew and Gentile are enlightened 
with the Light of Chriſt, and that there is no reſpect of perſons with God, 
then that which is manifeſt from God within people is to be chiefly mind- 
ed in its manifeſtation 3 for ſecing that none can know God but by the 
Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, and that none can witnels Salvation but by 
the power of Chriſt, then is every one to mind that Light with which 
Chrilt enlightens them, that by the manifeſtation of it they may know 
God, and worſhip him as he is God ; for as the Light comes tron God, 
ſo doth it give the knowledg of God in the Hearts of all that believe in 
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and comes to be renewed in the 'of their: Minds, &dt6'feet the ii 
ward 'Man-reſtored into Chriſt,” who of Twain'makerh bfie NewiMania 
himſelf and ſo maketh Peacez forthe isnova few whidh# the ourivart 
neither is Circumciſion that of the Fleſh, but hes a/Jew Whiels i3Vne Mi 
watd, and Circutticfion is that'6f 'Tthe Rleart,! whic bye ne 
power” of Gods Spirit withiri Mari, and thety'is'the'' ' Abia him 
known-both in Jew and- Gentile, for the Loveof Gol'dothiuniyer 
ſpread abroad unto all Nations, Kindreds and'People; and-inevery N 
tion he that feareth"God, and worketh -Righttoulneſs p'is' actepred of 
him, and Chriſtianity doth not'lye in any ottwdrd Obſervirion,' nor ft 
any Jonny Form, which in" any(Nation; oramongſt any Feople iz" 
np, but i is in Chriſt the Seed, and' if any Mati be in Chriſt he is'a Neb 
Creature, and a New! Creatute'is'a-Chriſtiat, For Chriſt is his Life, ud 
this is that which hath been' withefſed by alb the Holy! Meri of Godin 
Ages paſt, who were partakers of the Divine'Nature and' had alt thing 
therein given them that pertained- to Life and Godlineſs, and thers: 
none can come to a Chriſtian ſtate; but who comes to the Light, whith 
from the Life is made manifeſt 5 for the Light'is given of Godto ſearch 
out all invented ways, and formed 'works, ahd'with the Eight they areal 
reproved, and that which makes them manifeſt, and reprovesthem,; thit 
is the way which leads out of them, and as the Teſtimony'of it i8't&6s 
ceived, ſoall invented ways and fortned works; come to' bedenied,> amd 
the mind comes actually to be difpoſtdin thei Leadings of the Light: 1d 
its own way, and then the Judgment riſes inthe Power, 'which caſts/out 
the Idol, and deſtroys the Inventor, anid' they” both -fall rogether bythe 
work of the Power, and then the Nature” 'of 'the 'Hetithen dies, ''and 
Chriſt appears in the Glory of his own Life; and tratiflaws3the Believer 
into the Image of his own likeneR,” and thit is4 Chriſtian ftate m which 
Man comes into union with Chriſt, and lives the' Life 'of Chrilt ,*und 
there the Jew and Gentile is made one, -and eomeinto the ———_ 
the Goſpel, and Chriſt is then felt who is a Clitiftians Nature, and 


_ the Nature there is Fruit produced in Love, 'tind peace, and meekneſs, 


and pentleties , -and that which doth not bear this Fruit-it is none of 
Chriſts, for all ſtrife, and envy, 'and malice is from thi] Darkne($] [und 
they that live in ſuch things are not Chriſtians," though they may take'the 
Name upon them, -but they are in the Heathens Nature, where God'they 
know riot; - and ſuch deſtroys_one _—_ who are fiot'in the _—_ 
an 
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$2 i Ghrift, Jeſts dogh;not -perſecute any, for! it is contrary te their 
3 fpr; they{-that are botn,of God, | they have the Mind of Cheſt, and 
in hisdife they þold, forth their, Teſtimanyin all lang-ſuffering, ,meckneſs 
and. paticace, not ſtriving, or reſiſting; nor revenging, 'but laving, and 
FROTng:.00 blecing;.angdin this a Chriſtian life; is manifeſted, and the 
Joathens, life/is judged and,gondetoned, forwho arc guided by the Spirit 
of God, they do not pexſecute! any, though they be;contrary minded, bur 
in all: meckne( and gentlenes they labour in love, and ſeeks to win them 
unto the. Truth they are partakers'of, ;:and by ſoundneſs of Dofdtrin; and 
Holineſs of ; Lifez "they | hold forth their Teſtimony, and this manifeſts a 
Chriſtian Life, where love and gooul:will.is held; forth unto-all people; 
angd-this-life-is far from paſrouting any, for it canlove an Enemy; and as 
there: can'be! no; perfetanity. nor fellowſhip but in the Spirit of God, (a 
they that axe guided by the Spirit, arſd lives in it, they labour in love to 
_ gatzer others 1nto fellowſhip! with them 3; for what can perſecution do to 
the chang ng/and renewing the mind of a Man,it can never wotk Reforma- 
tion: ii the: Heart, thongh;at. may force-the outward Man to conform in 
practiſe, for14t; is only the Igyve which; overcometh, and perſivadeth the 
mind mto:the, way of- Truth'z and-though perſecution may prevail over 
ſome | as to. make them conform in- prattiſe, yet it doth not make them 
Chriſtians, ineicher doth it. caſt our Hereſie, where any is found in ſuch a 
ſtate 3, and what advantage;hath the perſecutors by forcing contrary minds 
into- their practiſe and-woarſhip, whillt ſuch isnot in their own Hearts re- 
formed thereunto, and tofarce a conformity,when in Heart people arenor 
1cformed, 'it-is but to-make a Hypoecrite;. for if a Man be not perſwaded 
in his own Heart, that the -prattiſe which he obſtrveth is. according to 
truth, he can never joyn inunity with ſuch as are {o perſwaded, though 
he may conform his Body-to their obſervation: Then foraſmuch-as-perſe- 
cution cannot: make a Chriſtian, neither caſt out Hereſie where it is, then 
it would be more commendable to let perſecution ceaſe, ſeeing that it 
doth. not manifeſt a Chriſtian Life in practiſe, neither can make a Chri- 
ſtian by ſuch a; praCtiſe ; therefore let every one wait to be gathered in the 
Spirt of Life and Love, in which there is no perſecution, buy. peace and 
unity, and proſperity every way; for it ever hath been, ang is the ruine 
of People and Nations, where any Religion hath been endeavoured a 
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be-promoted by:perſecattion, [and fuch as. taverenideayoured it have ever 
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. - Objettion.r:Bxt'if avyr flufl ſay. thatiHeaple ſand Nati ans vnght tobe kept) in 
oder, NG of ex tor nctordingitoiths preſent dgnititutton s/ of the \Laws 
of that Nation\whereinthey [wes !1c90] wid ndgnot 040 Ho ou 117 
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:i:0Anſw. It xs the Spirt af. Gbd:thatrordereth all/an the Worſhip of God, 
and-they that are not'ordened by the Spatibot Gdxd, they are ir diforder, 
-however they may conform to:that Worſhip viſbickibythe Laws of any 
Nation is;{ct'ups and' if-the; Worſhip be] not penformed in:the Spirit/of 
God, it is not the Worſhipof: God! rieither is thazQrderin the, Ortler. of 
Gad, for Gotl is Worſhipped in the Spirit only, and pot bythe conſtraint 
of the conſtitution of any Nation:Law, 'and when1eople are guided by 
the Spirit of God, then they are guided -m good drder, andedifies:and 
vn one another, and dwell togevher in: the-Love, andPeace; : and 
Unity of the Spirit, and: fo they are under the law ot the Spirit; which 
only hath power to order-the. Conſcience, and; notithe Law of any Na- 
tian in things pertaining to the Worſhiprof -Ged, ' $1-as' the 'Spmwit.comes to 
be —— and the Teſtimony of. it oboyed; then by the Spitit! themind 
of 'Man is diſpoſed in love; :and peaco, iand merkneſt; | and godimeſs, and 
that is good order, and;againſt ſuch-there 15 a6 Law}: for the:Birth born 
of God hath Love to: allpeople, .and it's this day; mamfeſted:aniongſt a 
poor and an afflited Remnant," whom-the:/bLorddiath amſed m{hispower, 
and choſen to himſelf,, who: are by fuck as arerfitangers to their hfe, r6+ 
proachfully called 2vakers, ——_— bave a name giverithem which 
no. ſtranger cantead, for the Lord hath raiſed thern 'in his own name; and 
the Name of | Jeſus is their life,” andit is a Nanie which is above every 
Name, and a Name untp-which every: Knee muſt bow, and they bearhis 
Name in all long-ſuffering-and patience, and' follow his leadings/in all 
gentleneſs and meekneſs, and with his name they are cloathedias'with a 
Garment, for they are of him, and they hve unth him; and the? fruit. of 
his own life declares his Praiſes, be /hathyappeaiced for 'itheminthefay of 
their diſtreſs, and he hath helped; them, when chere wis none t65pity.thems; 
and by the Arm of his power he hath' raiſed them) 4nd 'they\re-his-peo» 
ple, and they dare not deny him, but: are inJove-with him; antd:keep his 
Commandments, and he prepares theu way'for themy;;arid leads them in it 
with Joy of Heart, and:thovugh Tribulanon.doattengtthem, yet) with his 
power he preſerves them, and they.are not-weatyythaugh! thtir Race be 
lo:;g - So doth the Lord our God 'give unto. ws [hisi peace 41) all that he 
calls us to, -and we defire that all nnght be! partak+r3owith us, which we 
know none cat that (et, themſelves agamſt ps,and asthe:Lard hath'wrought 
his own work in us,” and hath changed us from that Natyrein whichiwe 
ſometimes lived, (@ we are: conſtrained to ſerve: himz:and-worſhip hijo 
n the Spirit, in which. he bath gathered-ns, anda the) cauſe iq his own; 
{o we commit it to him, who is able to defend it;1and to praſerverus it it; 
and we muſt confeſs it before men, , and -we know that weſhall fever be 
aſhamed of our Teltimony, for that of God 'iry every Conſcience: is bus 
witneſs 
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witnefs how | | through 
all burdafietbops an paticnibe, 
and chavelohdt;.ar daytime tktgnd choſe who withour 


Law have wronged us, but have in our Innocency been willing to 


reproach of thoſe that have reproached us, and to endure the hard af- 


gictiobsdfthoſe thathave afflifitedines and foid well known. that we tave 
got at4 any time ſought atocvaſi ainſt choſT'that have: dealt cruelly 
with us, but have ſought their Eternal goad\z:gnditisalſowell known, 


that we have not behaved our ſelves diſorderly, or tumultuouſly among 


any people; [burial fobtiety, mieeknefiand we have held forthour 
Teſtimbny;' and jure labouredanthe work of the Goſpel, "that all migihks 
| Tito db fdllowitiip of ir and come to the. enjoyment ofthe 
lovraqd ptnce thariwinicg, 'andom cheſe things we Have manifeſted a Chii- 
ſtan'Life,-in its omſNature, which isa ſtate beyond the Jews, and Get 
tiles,: amd Apoſtates; 'who are mog'yer ! attained: unto the glorious Refur- 
rectiun;of Chriſt, nor ao the Myſtery dF the fellowſhip of: the Gofpel,und 
an. wethbve>tecerved Chriſt :Jefits che Lordz-fo do we walk in him, 'and 
are rand and gronaded imrhis loveycand iby this'/power we are preſerved 
toalnde Faichful,, andwrolperſevererimthe Work umo which he hath calted 
us,” and by how-mucts we are affiitted for his ſake, by fo much the more 
doth hecauſt his Joy to ſpoinng andidbound 1 our Hearts, fo that though 
we be afflicted, yer we are notcaſbdown; and though we be perſecuted 
yet we ar-not forſaken; for the:Lord is with asin all our Tryals,, and in 
taithfulneſ5he 1performi bis -promiſe;'even as with his Seed of Old 3 fo 
that; wiembwe'pats: through he Fire he is) with us, and when we go 
bi he Warer irdbthndtoverflow us, forthe Lord is our Rock and 
Refuge, :anth by him ialone weare ſaved as itdgat this day 5 therefore: ye 
peopk betiotd a Chriſtian Life, which'm this day is manifeſted as in times 
bfcold;:for::the :Lord bath raiſed wpeople. who are of the Seed of Abrd+ 
bam, andthe eſtabliſheth' hrs Covenant with them for ever ;- and he hach 
ſaid inhis Count], furely in bleſting 1 will ble&-them, and m multiplying 
I will.multiply they and their Branches ſhall ſpread abroad , and they 
hall flounſh as Phnts/ offmy own Hand ,: and I will pluck up the wild 
Plantsifrom -amongſt' them, and-will lay waſt the Briars and Thorns that 
Trroublemem, and they ſhall grow in my Love,. and increaſe in my Life, 
for 1 atyitheir God, and they are 'my People, and all Generations ſhall 
call :thenv'Bleſfſed : 'Now-foraſmuch.-/ as theſe things are ſo, and that the 
Lord hattvcalledi us unto: Peace; - and the Fruit of his Spirit doth ſo mani» 
feſt it folf ehrough-ugy »then 'why is it ' that we bear the afftiftion of this 
preſent time 2. for da"wwe follow peace with all Men,, and 'walk blameleſly 
toward; all:Men; {6/bugtt we to receive encouragement from the ſame, 
and not to be oppreſſed for our obedience unto God; for as the life that 
we hive is the life of Chriſt,; (it isnot in our own power to-make choice 
of any thing mour-own willsz duras we have received Chriſt, and live 
inhis:Iife;'ſo:by himalone we-ate diſpoſed; "and it is his leadings that we 
follow, and weknow his way is peace, and his life Eternal Reſt : There- 
fore- alll people” of allſorts, wairin the Light-ro'know a/Chriſtian Life, 
and content not yourſelves with-a Chriſtian "Name; for except yon be 
regenerated and botn again, you cannot enter mto the Kingdom of God; 
and howfoever yau-may be cloathed with che Name of Chriſtians, yet 
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whilſt the Heathen Nature lodgeth int you the uncleanne(s remains upon 
you, and your Chriſtian Name will leave you jn the day of your Ca- 
lamity, and then you. will ſee the want of a Chriſtian Nature, and ſo if 
whilſt you ſeem to be ſomething in a Chriſtian Name, you be found no- 
thing in a Chriſtian Nature, you do but deceive your ſelves in your 
Imaginations 3 and now the day of the Lord {hines forth, and the light 
of it ſpreads abroad, and he is gathering the ſcattered in the Covenant 
of his Life, and with the Light of his Day he is viſiting the Nations, 
and he proclaims his Salvation in the Word of his Power, and that js his 
Living Teſtimony in every Man, and the witneſs of it is true and faith- 
ful, and unto tins muſt every Man turn his mind, if ever he come to have 
Life in Chriſt, or come to witneſs a Chriſtian ſtatez and therefore every 
one is to bow unto that which reproves them, for anger, and envy, and 
malice, and deceipt, for that is Gods witneſs whoſe word is Life, let your 
Ear be open to its Counſel, and caſt not behind y ou its Holy Teſtimony, 
but encline with diligence, and obey it with carefulneſs, that by it you 
may be lead our of all your own ways where you are ſcattered, and 
may come into unity and fellowſhip with thoſe who are by it ga- 
thered, and ſo worſhip God, in his Living Spirit, in which there is no 
condemnation, and there you will know a Chriſtian Lite by Tranſlation, 
and then you will ceaſe from perſecution, and live in love, and peace, and 
unity with thoſe that obey the Goſpel, and where there is unity, there 
1s no perſecution : Soall Rulers, Teachers and People, be ſober and mo- 
derate, and let not Innocent Chriſtians be the Obje& of your ſeverity, 
but wait for the day of Redemption which is come, and is yet coming, 
that you may all feel the Power of God to change your Hearts, who 
hath all Hearts in his Hand, and that the weight of Gods power. may go 
over all that in you which at any time provokes you to anger and eyil 
will, and draws you to exerciſe cruelty upon the meek of the Earth, and 
that it may all be ſubdued and beaten down into the Obedience of 
Chriſt, that the low, meek, humble Spirit may ariſe in you, and by its 
own power diſpoſe you, and order you, for this is the day of the 
Lords gathering, thoughit bea day of ſore affliction; and though many 
be yet afar off, yet is the Lord fetching them in, for the Cords of his 
Love are very ſtrong, and he is gathering together in one, even in Chriſt, 
in whoſe Love and Life many are ſet doawnin reſt, and inherits the Riches 
of his Grace in Heavenly places, and many are drawing nigh to their Ha- 
bitation, who have been wandring as Sheep without a Shepheard, but now 
are returning to the Shepheard and Biſhop of their Souls, whoſe Paſtures 
are Freſh and Green, with which he doth fatisfie every Breathing Soul, 
that cannot. live by any other Food : So if you will hear and obey Goas 
Spirit in your ſelves, then may you do well, and may come into unity 
and fellowſhip with us, who of the Spirit are Born, and lovesthe Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity ; but if you refuſe the Heavenly Call of Gods 
Holy Spirit in your Conſcience, and will not come unto us, who in the 
Spirit of Life and Bond of Peace are united, but yet ſay in your Hearts, 
that you will make us come unto you, then do you deceive your ſelves 
with an uncertain hope 3 for as we abide in the Life in which we are ga- 
thered, and in which we have fellowſhip with God and one another, it is 
molt certain, that if you will not come unto us, we can never return unto 

Eee | you, 
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you, and foraſmuch as God in his Mercy hath manifeſted his Life in us, ſo 
15 Our belief in it, and our Teſtimony is unto it, and the Life that we now 
live is by the Faith of the Son of God, and the dearneſs of his Love is 
more precious unto us than all periſhing things, and in his Power we wait 
to be preſerved, in whoſe Lite we are united, and from whoſe Nature a 
Chriſtian Life is manifeſted, and this 1s the Lamb whom' we follow, who 
leads us in his Hand, and comforts us with the Riches of his G 

and we live by him, andhis own Works praiſe him, who is over all Bleſſed 
for ever. 


WILIAM SMITH. 


THE END. 
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A 
MANIFESTATION 


OFTHE 


LOVE of GOD, 


Qnto all ſuch as are convinced of TRUTH, 
and do not obey it. 


HE breaking forth and dawhing of the day is very pleaſant 
unto ſach as have long walked, and been wearied in a night 
of darkneſs, for by the appearance of the day there is a diſ- 
covery of the Crogked Paths,” in which there hath been a 
ſore Travel, whilſt darkneſs over-ſpread ; and in ſome 

meaſire there have many ſeen this day to'dawn, - and it hath been pleaſant 
to them in its appearance, as making thoſe things manifeſt, which inthe 
darkneſs they could not ſee, afid by the manifeſtation many have been 
convinced of the evil deeds of: darkneſs, and alſo of the Truth; andſo 
the day-ſpring from on high hath- viſited, tb give light to many that ſat in 
ane by which they ſee what 1s good and what is evil; but all have 
not obeyed, and therefore many are yet covered with darkneſs, not- 
withftatiding they are convinced, and the Seed is yet in Bondage, though 
the Light hath fhined ; for many'rthay be convinced of 'evil and not for- 
Cke it, and they alſ6 may beconvinced of what is good, and not come 
to live mit; and” this is for wait of Obedience to the Light, which vi- 
fiteth and cotryinceth,” and that is the. good ground wh Jarkneſs ſtand- 
eth, and the Seed is burdened, for mtone can come out of Darkneſs, but 
in the Lighr which Teproves itz and though Perple may be convinced of 
all the deeds of Darkneſs, and the 'evil of then, yet if they do not obey 
the Light which convinceth, atid ' deny thoſ&deeds which the Light re- 
proveth, there is a continuance in them, - notwithſtanding there be a corj- 
viticerient in the Conſcience to the contrary ;atid this 18a diſobedient 
ſtate, by which the Light is denied,” 'and not the/Darkneſs, ' and unto this 


' Nate there are many Stripes belong ; for they that krow their Maiters Will, 


and do it not, they _ be beaten with many Stripes : Therefore you that 
be convinced -with'the Light, and are not yet:come 1hto Obedience; fo 
as to deny'that which you are' coftrvinced 1s: evil, and to hve in that 
which you are convinced is good, be mindful roanſwer the-Requirings of 
God, ahd keep cloſe to the Light which conyinceth you of that which is 
evil, and'fo love the Light, and obey it, as ty confeſsit, and;/bear Teſti- 

mony 
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mony to it 3 and whatſvever would let or hinder you from obeying, de- 
ny it, andrake-mp the Crofsunton; formanyftumble at the Crofs, 
which they are hindred from obeying the Truth, and that which ſtumbles - 
at the Croſs will deny Chriſt when he ſhould be confeſſed ; and they which 
deny him before his Father which is in Heaven; ( ſo mark) there is none 
that are to expettthat Chriſt will confeſs them before bis Father inHeaven, 
but as they ebnfeſs him before Men wpon Earth, and Jo come to be Wir- 
neſſes upon Earth, in a true and faithful Teſtimony, by denying the 
Darkneſs, and confeſſing him the Light 3 and this is the Croſs which muſt 
be taken up before there be a true Diſciple ; for they that deny not them- 
ſelves, anel take up the Croſs and follow Chrit, they are wot his Diſciples; (0 
a Diſciple is known by elf-denial, and ſubmitting tothe daily Croſs, that 
is a mark 'of a Diſcipte, for by that they are known follow Chriſt in his 
Light, as Children of obedience : For many may be convinced, and yet 
not come to be Diſciples, becauſe they do not obey the Light unto (elt- 
denyal, nor ſubmit unto the daily Croſs, and fo keep that Life arid Na- 
ture living which is to be Crucified; and (ſuch never come in that ſtate to 
be Gods Witneſſes upon Earth, though they be 'convinced of what is 
Truth; therefore all are to examine what it is that hinders you from 
obeying the Truth ; for if you do not ſearch it out with the Light, and 
ſo deny it, -and take up the Croſs unto it, you will-find it to be a hinder- 
ance to you all your days, and ſo you will neyer.cometo confeſs Chriſt 
before Men, but, on the contrary, deny him 3 and then what will he do 
for yon before: his Father in Heaven, but as you have done unto him be- 
fore men upon'Earth ? Now as you mind-the rey, which convinces you, 
it'will let you ſee every particular thing that hinders you from obeying z 
for the Light will ſearch anto it, and find it out, .and make you rac 
of it,; and then you will ſee that you are in love, with ſomething more 
than' Chriſt, . and that you do not anſwer the Light as Children.of Obe- 
dierice, and {© every particular thing which hinders, you fromobeying, 
ant be manifeſt in the Light, as you mind it 3 and there you will know 
whether you love Father or Mother, Wife or Children, Houſes or Lands, 
wardly Horouf or Eſteem, more than you love Chriſt, and how they 
have hindred you from obeying the Truth, and how ſcorn, and reproach, 
and perfecution, which ſuch ſutfer as Jive in the Truth, how thoſe things 
have hindred you from obeying itz and ſo you will come to ſee in your 
ſelves what is the hindrance, as you mind the Light with which Chriſt 
enlightens you, and by which he 'convinceth you: For, have you not 
putpoltd ſometimes to draw nigh, and have not thoſe things hindred you? 
and 'when ye have purpoſed to go; forward, have they not drawn you 
back again? and doth not the Seed of God travel in pain, asbeing op- 
eſſed with that nature which you ſhould deny and Crucifie ? and is not 
that Hagar and her Son, which 1s to' be caſt out? for Hagars Son muſt 
Hot inherit with Tſaac, who is the Heir of Promiſe ; therefore all wait in 
the Light with which Chriſt Jeſus doth enlighten you, ſo you may be per- 
(waded to obey the Light which doth;convince you, and ſo through Obe- 
dience come to witneſs: Redemption and Salvation-by his Power ; tor as 
you yield your ſelves Servants to obey him, he: will turn you, and con- 
vert you, and work deliverance for you, and there you will know him 
in his Power, who isab by his Power to ſubdue all-things to himſelf; and 
as 


® the work 
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ag you come to be converted by his Power, you, will feel his Virtue and 
Goodneſs in a ſweet Savour; for he loveth the Children of Qbedjence, 
who are willing to turn unto him; and in your,obedience unto him;-his 
Life will riſe in you,. and there you will know the Streams with which he 
refreſheth his Choſen ; and if you yet loye him and follow him, you will 
come to know the River which maketh glad his Heritage z for wntil- you 
be converted and turned unto God through obedience to the Light, you 
neither taſte nor feel the vertue of his Life, but fitin the Land of Famine 
and ſore Drought, and there you are as dry and: untruitful Branches, 
that cannot bear Fruit for want of Nouriſhments- foruntil you obey the 
Light, and come out of Darkneſs, you are rooted in a bad ground, and 
bring forth unſavoury Fruit, and whilſt that ſtandeth, the gaad Seed is 
hindred from ſprouting forth in its own Nature, -and there can he no Fruit 
to Gods Glory, but what the Seed brings forth in its own Nature; for 
in the Seed 1s the Teſtimony by which God is Glorjfied, and all born of 
the Seed are Gods Witneſſes upon Earth, and they are not aſhamed to 
confeſs the Truth before Men; far where 'any are convinced of Truth, 
and are aſhamed. to confeſs it, there is not faithfulneſs unto that which 
conyinceth, and ſo the Power isnot fel that beareth Teſtimony with bold- 
neſs; and this maketh many to conform unto that which they are con- 
vinced is not the Truth; and to deny that which they are convinced is the 
Truth; > that where they confeſs, they deny ;- and where they ſhould 
deny, they confeſs ; and here the Teſtimony falleth, and the Hands of 
evil doers are ſtrengthened, and the diſobedient bring trouble upon their 
own Conſciences; for there is no true Peace with Godin a diſobedient 
State. But ſome may ſay, We ſee wany that have long profeſſed the Truth, 
that do not ſo fully anſwer all things in a clear Teitimony, and we alſo ſee 
others, that ſeemingly did bear a large Teflimony, and yet are turned again in- 
to the courſe of the World: And ſeeing fome fail, and others fall, we are 
ready to queſtion, whether it be Truth in the Ground, . becauſe Truth is able to 
preſerve either from failing or falling 2 It thou give way, and joyn unto 
ſuch reaſonings and queſtionings, thou mayſt {don þe hindred from obey- 
ing the Truth 3 yea if thou waſt going forward, ſuch things would draw 
thee back again, and ſome have ſuffered loſs in that very place ; for it is 
of the Enemy to draw the Eye abraad'tq keep his own King- 
dom ſtanding at home, and to effect his Deſign, he (ets his own work ui 
others to be viewed ; for if thou that miakeſt ſuch an Objection, doſt but 
mind the Light and Truth in thy own Conſcience, and keep thy Eye into 
that, thou wilt ſee and diſcern that ſuch failings and fallings come to paſs 
by. yielding to Temptations, by which the mind is enticed and drawn 
from the Truth, and (o thou wilt ſee the Truth. ſtand clear in it (elf not- 
withſtanding ſuch things may happen unto ſome that have long profeſſed 
it : For by ſuch queſtionings the Enemy labours''to hinder thee from 
obeying the Truth in thy ſelf, becauſe ſome that have profeſſed it fail in 
performance, and others fall back and abide not ; now if thou mind the 
Truth .in thy ſelf, thou wilt ſec that ſach things are not of, or from the 
Truth, but of the Enemy 3 and thou wilt alſo ſec that it is the Enemy in 
thee which draws out thy mind tolook abroad, and thereby to hinder thee 
from minding and obeying Truth in thy felf; and if he can work his 
Work, he then faves his own Kingdom, . ang holds thee Captive ander 
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kis Power';. but if thou mind the Light in thine own Conſcietice, thou 

wilt ſee what Truth is in it{&If, and if thou love it, to obey and follow 

it, thou wilt witneſs a pong Brwary in it, and that will take away all oc- 

caſfion of ſtumbling from before thee, and the Teſtimony of Truth will 

ſpring and live in thee, and as thou liveſtin that, it will preſerve and keep 

thee; and then the failings and fallings of ſuch as do not live and abide in. 
the Truth, will not come nighthee, and ſo thou wilt witneſs a growth in. 
the Truth, though ſome may fail, and others may fall; and that will cauſe 
thee to be tnore m love with Truth, becauſe 1t preſerves thee ; for the 

danger lyeth in looking forth, by which the Enemy hath an advantage 

to deceive, and ſo the Eye is more abroad, and taken notice of what 

others do amiſs, than it is at home to behold Truth in its own naked fim- 

plicity, innocency and purity z and+then the Enemy begetteth hard 

thoughts of Truth, becauſe ſome fail, and others fall, and that muſt needs 
' binder from obedience to the Truth, where it is ſo. Therefore ſeeing 
the Enemy hath ſuch cunning devices to deceive thee, thou ſhouldſt watch 
to the Light which Chriſt Jeſus doth enlighten thee,atd wait in the Light 
for power to refiſt thy Enemy, and ſo when he would break in upon thee, 
the Light will lift up it (elf a Standard againſt him, and then thou wilt 
know where the Croſs ſtandeth, and what is to be crofled when it mov- 
eth ; and as thou abideſt in the Croſs to every motion that would draw 
out thy mind from the Truth, ſo thou wilt come to receive Truth in its 
own power, life and vertue, and in the Truth thon wilt receive ſtrength 
to go forward through all oppoſitions that would hinder thee, or drive 
thee back, and the Light and Power will take away all ſtumbling-blocks 
from before thee, if == be willing to go forward in obedience, and that 
will make the Yoak eafie to thee, and the way- plain before thee; and 
and then thou wilt come to feel what Truth 1s in it ſelf, and what it is un- 
to thee, and that will put the Queſtion down, betanſe thou art come to 
underſtand that to be true which he queſtioneth. Oh therefore love the 
Truth, as nothing may hinder thee any longer from obeying it ; for if 
thou ſo love it, thou wilt be drawn by it to Jive mit, and bear Teſtimony 
to it, and that will free thee from thoſe burdens which thon beareſt in the 
diſobedience; for whilſt the corrupt and diſobedient Nature liveth above 
the Seed, there is a burdened Conſcience, and a wounded Conſcience, 
and a t:oubled Conſcience; bur as the Light is obeyed, it worketh by 
its. own power, and purgeth out corruptions, by which the oppreſled 
cometh to be eaſed ; And fo thou wilt come to receive Faith in the power, 
and thereby .get victory over the World, and over the Fleſh, and over 
the Devil, which is thy Enemy; and then thou wilt come to witneſs a 
growth in Grace and Godlineſs, and the Seed will bring forth the Fruit 
of its ewn Nature in thee , and thy Teſtimony will be found to Gods 
Glory, and that will multiply Peace and Bleſfing upon thee; therefore 
let not the World entangle thee, nor (corn or reproach diſcourage thee, 
nor perſecution afright thee, but yield thy {elf to obey the Light with 
which Chriſt Jeſus: doth enlighten thee, for it will be better for thee zo 
ſuffer affli&ion with the People of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a 

ſeaſon z, but if thon run with the multitude to do evil, thou wilt fall into the 

ſame deitruion, and then thy ſorrow will be heavy upon thee, and thy 

perplexity a perpetual miſery. 0h that thou wonldit conſider the —_ 

WP 
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which belong to thy peace, before Calamity come upon thee, and do not ftand 
at ſuch a diſtance from the Light which convinceth thee ; for now there 
is a door open, and thou knoweſt not how {oon it may thut upon thee ; 
and now is the day of Salvation, and thou art not ſure how long it may 
be continued to thee; therefore believe in the Light whilſt thou haſt the 
Light, that thou mayſt be a Child of Light ; for until thou come to be a 
Child of Light, and to walk in the Light, thou art not in the Saints fel- 
lowſhip and inheritance, though with the Light thou be convinced ; (6 
wait to learn of the Light as thy Teacher, and follow the Light as .thy 
Teacher, and follow the Lane as thy Leader, that thou mayſt not only 
ſtand in the knowledg of what thou ſhould(t deny itz not only ſtand in 
the knowledg of what thou ſhouldſt live in, but live in it : And fo un- 

odlineſs and worldly Juſts will die, and righteouſneſs and godlineſs will 
Ring up and live, and in that Nature thou wilt bear a right Image after 
him that hath created: thee; and as thou learneſt, thon wilt underſtand 
more perfectly ; for by learning, thy underſtanding will be opened and 
informed, and that will make thee of a good undeiltanding in Heavenly 
things : Therefore be mindful to learn of Chriſt Jeſus as thy Teacher, and 
follow him as thy Leader and Way unto God ; for none can come to the 
Father but by him, nor none can inherit life but who are born of him 5, and as 
thou waiteſt to learn, thy underſtanding will be enlarged, and then live 
in that which gives thee underſtanding, and fo thy ignorance will vaniſh 
away, and ſound wiſdom wil! take place, and thou wilt there ſee Chriſt 
Jeſu in the Beauty of his Holineſs, and receive conſolation in the vertue of 

is Life, and ſo thou wilt be able to bear Teſtimony to him from a good 
underſtanding of him 3 and if thou here ſtand faithful, he will be with 
thee in all Tryals which come upon thee becauſe of thy Teſtimony, and 
thou wilt know a hiding-place jn Storms, and a ſure refuge in Diſtreſs 3 
for as thou receiveſt Chriſt Jeſus in his Light, and in his Light abideſt, 
thou art with him of whom it is ſaid, That he liveth, and there thou haſt 
darkneſs under thy feet as a foot-ſtool, and treadeſt upon the high places 
of the Earth, from which thou comeſt to be unlooſed from all entangle- 
ments, and to be freed from all burdens, and to rejoyce in the Glorious 
Nignity and ſo thou comeſt to rejoyce in a quiet Habitation, and in a ſure 
Dwelling, ind to feel the preſence of the Lord God, and Peace and Sa- 
tisfaction init. Andas ſome may be hindred from obeying the Truth, in 
not minding to follow it, ſo ſome may be hindred from obeying the 
Truth in running forwardly before it 3 and fo one may lie queſtioning and 
lingering, and the other may run haſtily in preſuming 3 and this is a diſo- 
bedient ſtate, as is the firſt; for if there be not a ſtanding in the fear, 
there may be an intruding into thoſe things which have not been ſeen, 
and thereby the fleſhly mind may vainly be puffed np; and where this 


- cometh to paſs, there is not a holding of the head, ſrom which all the Body, 


by Joynts and Bands having nouriſhment miniſtred and knit together jncreaſeth 
with the increaſe of God. 'And'ſoa hafty and forward willer andrunner 
is in the ſame ſtate of diſobedience, as is the backward Lingerer ; for the 
Light is not minded as a Leader by either ; and in this diſobedient ſtate 
of intruding and preſuming, the Seed of God is held in great Bondage 
with corruption. So all are to mind the Ligh: by which they may (ee 
their preſent ſtates and conditions, and what the Light maketh manifeſt to 


be 
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be a hindrance from obeying the Truth, to deny it, and take vp the Croſs 
unto it, and then the Light will draw ſuch forward as are queſtioning and 
lingering, and pull ſuch back again as are intruding and preſuming; and 


ſo the way of Peace and Life will be witnefled by all ſuch as arg likens . 


and the Lord God will manifeſt himſelf unto them, and' fhew them hjs 
Salvation, and they will find 2 ſure reſting place in him that lives for ever; 
and here every one will know not only a good beginning, but "05 
ending, and then they will finiſh their courſe in Joy, and not in Grief and 
Sorrow; and in all walking in true Obedience to the Light, there is no 
occaſion of ſtumbling, nor no'* occaſion of failing or falling, either by 
lingering or preſuming but as the Light convinceth, ſoit will Lead, Re- 
deem and Save; and that is the gathering Power, and preſerving Power 
of the Lord, and in that is the unity and fellowſhip of the Saints ; and 
the mind which humbleth it (elf unto it, and liveth 1n it, is directed and 
ordered by it to the Praiſe and Glory of Almighty God. 


| 


; | WILLIAM S MIT H. 


T O 


UMI 


" 


TO THE 


Faithful Followers 


OF THE 


L AM B. 


Ear Tender Plants, who ſhall pluck you out of your Fathers 
Hand, or who ſhall ſeperate you from the Vertue of the 
Vine, you are begotten-unto a lively Hope by the Reſur- 
reftion of Jeſus Chriſt, and in himthe Lord hath choſen you, 

F _-_ ,andnow doth ſet you apart as a pecuhar People, that with 

you he mayappear to get himſelf a Name, and a Praiſe throughout the 

Earth, he hath made bare his Arm, and it is ſtretched forth for your de- 

fence, he will make X/04b a plain, and humble the pride of all fleſh, 

whoſe violent Waves ſwelleth againſt his Anointed ; for he remembers 
his Haly Covenant, and his Mercy is to his ſeed for ever: Oh his Work 
is very great, ſtand ſtill and ſee it proſper z for your Oppreſſors do but 
riſe to fall,and all their formed Weapons are but ſtretched forth to be bro- 
ken; God hath determined your. deliverance, and it is Sealed in the 

Hand of a Saviour, let your Hearts cleave unto him, and the ViRory is 
Ours. : 

| On Dear Lambs rejoyce m your way, though at preſent it be narrow, 
the day of Enlargement draweth nigh, yea perfed Liberty to the oppreſſed 
Sed, it is but one ſtep more ahd ye obtain it, you are even come to the 
end, Faith and Patience will bring you through 3 oh watch and pray, that 
you may therein be preſerved, and though Tribulations for a time attend 
you, yet a.Glorious Crown is propared for-you. © Oh offer up all that 
you are or have unto the Lord, that he may be Glorified in this day, and 
if ye ſuffer with him willingly , then ſhall ye-Reign' with him joyfully, 
and he will reſt upon you with his Glory, and tithe your Souls with the 
vertue of his preſence , and what if *yoar Goods:may be ſpoiled, or 
your Bodies Impriſoned,. or Exiled from- your Native Countrey, the 
Earth is the Lords, and the fulnels thereof, and where can they caſt you, 
or whither can they Bafiſh you, or what canthey do unto you, -to de- 
prive you of the .\weet Enjoyment of his Preſence, but this' is your 

'T#yal long it hath been ſeen, now it'is come, and the Lord hath wrought 
wonde:fully amongſt the proud Waves, that they ſwelled no higher 
yea his wonders are yet 'to*be known jn driving theni down' from the 

2b, Ggeg height 
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height they are riſen, for he will ſtop them, before that which they have 
determined be fiflfilled ; _ this therefore do | write-unto you in the tender: 
Love of Chriſt Jeſus, that/in his Love, Life, and Power you may be com- 
forted, for he is our Kiug, 6ur'Judge, and Law-giver, and he will fave 
us in fear and —_ wajt upon him , = = in the feeling of his 
Love, that with the Glogiqus Domyn 10n pt his Life you may be @rown- 
ed forg a ELGP x TY , d ; | : d. $# : F =—_ 

Oh.”e; Babes fpringidg up: the Life, the Clouds of darknef$- can- 
not remain upon your Glorious day, open your Eyes in Faith and 
pierce through them , and you will behold fulneſs of Glory beyond 
them, yea a Glory that wilt cover' the Earth , and eat up the pride of 
the Glory of all Fleſh : Oh” my Heart is filled with unterable Joy, 
the Seed "Reigneth, the Love Shoundeth, the Spring floweth, drink m 
the Vertue ye lovely Hentage, ang let the LvIng fing Praiſes, for God is 
with, us of a Truth, Babgs keep your (elves frogs Tdols. 


Y With my Life I dearly falute yoy 
in the unexpreſſible Love oi 
Chritt Jeſns.  / 
Nottingham County Goale' the : Fi 
7th. of the 4th, Month, 


1662. 
WILLIAM SMITH 


— ——_ Ob 


LL Praiſe return, ta thee, thou pure Holy one, 
A Whoſe Love and Life abounds, whoſe Joy and Peace is known, 
The Springs are always freſh, thy Streams doth ſweetly run ; 
The Babe js nouriſh d at thy Breaſt; and gives thee Praiſe alone : 
Thou art in,being Glorious, thy Name is ſet on high, 
Tby Vertue is moſt precious, and doth'all wants ſupply 3 
Thou lead'it thy Lambs in Paſtures Green, and fills them full of Joy, 
Therefore thy Praiſe they Sing, and thy name magnifie : 
Great things thou bring ſt to paſs, with thy ont-trekched Arm, 
The Captives Chains thog break it, and. throws the. Mount 4ins down: 
Thy Hand dpth valiant things, thy day makes ſecrets known . 
Therefore thy Babes give Thanks, thou mot Holy one : 
Th | Beauty, is the faireſt, there is none like to thee. 
Thou art moſt lovely to behold, and they avt only he, 
In when there is no ſpot, nor any thing impure : 


F 


Thy Chriſt al life is without ſtain, thou art the Work that s ſurc: © 

The Joy, of thy Salvation doth largely ſpread abroad, 

Which makes thy Babes to ſing, their Voices do accord, 

And with one Heart and Mind they are lift up to thee, 

And fing thy Songs of Toy and Praiſein perfe@& nnity. 6 
Prat 
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Praiſ# to thee attends, 
And Honour thee attends 
Thy own makes Melody 
Glory to thee wy High ** 
The Living fine to theb, 
Who lives in Eternity: 
The Heavenly do rejoyce, 


And figs with Heart and Voice. 


4... 4nd bring through death into Pp! 
_* | Whithzs be Bo | 
|.F hou #t * "the Wt worthy, \.__ 


None elſe can give thee Praiſe, 
Bit that which thou doit raiſe, YE 
rede the Lambs b Wiſe: 


Who in thy ſelf 7s Majelty; 
The Praiſe is unto thee 45 


| | Tea from the phrre, whichis thy own. 


0h Pure God, _my jog 11 thee, . 
Ss; 


Thox art th deavelt of 


hings th we : 


The ChiefeNt Gobdl, rl every wathd beſt, 
And in thy Love I ſit in perfed? reſt. 


WILLIAM SMITH. 


Liberty 
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Liberty of Conſcience 


Pleaded by ſeveral Weighty 


REASONS 


_ 65 
Behalf of the People of G O D, 
CALLED 
QUAKERS. 
AND ALSO 


On the behalf of others whoſe Conſciences 


are tender towards God. 


With a Tender 


Meſlage of Love 


UNTO THE 


IK I N G. 


HE Holy God, whoſe wiſdom is infinite and unſearchable, 

did make of one Blood all Nations, and by his Power and 

Wiſdom he breathed into Man the Breath of Life, and 

endued him with pure Reaſon and Underſtanding, in 

which he bore the Image of God in Righteouſneſs and True 

Holineſs; and therein he was made to differ from all ſenſual Creatures; 
and as the pure Reaſon and Underſtanding did fill his inward Man, he had 


true 


LIMI 
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true” liberty in the iMme, . and his Coniſtience was free as unto God, but 
the fall leading Nature out of its Courſe, the Earthly Wiſdom entred 
Man, and Man entred into it, and thereby Joſt his pure Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding in which he was Created, and became Earthly, Senſual and 
Deviliſh; in which Nature Maris Conſcience is bound in Chains of dark- 
neſs, and in the ſame Nature he would bind the Conſcience of others unto 
his own perſwaſion 3 but in the beginning it was not ſo: And by theſe 
Reaſons following it may appear, that Liberty of Conſcience in things 
pertaining to God, is of abſolute neceſſity tobe granted. 

I. It being generally confeſſed, that Man is degenerated from God, 
and that there 1s to be a Reſtauration by Jeſus Chriſt z then in what way 
ſovever Chriſt doth appear in Man to reſtore him unto God, he is not to 
be limited, or his appearance quenched by any Law or Decree; though 
he may appear contrary to Mans expeCation. 

2. It being generally confeſſed, that Chriſt is a Saviour 3 then he is 
not to be limited, or his appearatice quenched, in what way ſoever he 
doth appear in Mari to work his Salvation. | 

3- It being generally confeſſed, that all Men have ſinned, and that by 
Chriſt alone they muſtbe redeemed ; then he is not to be limited, or his 
appearance quenched, in what way ſoever he doth appear in Man to 
work Redemption out of (in. 

4. It being generally confeſſed, that fin ſeparates from God, and that 
by Chrift alone reconciliation muſt be made; then he is notto be limited, 
or his appearence quenched, in what way ſoever he doth appear in Man 
to reconcile him unto God. 

5. It being generally confeſſed, that God is a Spirit, and muſt be wor- 
ſhipped in Spirit ; then the ſpirits manifeſtation is not to be limited or 
quenched, in what way ſoever it is made made manifeſt in Man to lead him 
into the worſhip of God. 

6. It being generally confeſſed, that the Spirit of Truth leads into all 
Truth; then the Spirit 1s not to be limited or quenched in what way ſvever 
it is made manifeſt in Man to lead him into all truth. | 

7. It being generally confeſſed, that all people ſhould live a peaceable 
life ; then the Spirit isnot to be limited or quenched, in a loever 
it is made manifeſt in Man to kill the luſt and ſtrife, and to lead him in the 
way of Peace. 

8. It being generally confeſſed, that one Man ſhould do unto another 
as he would that another ſhould do unto him, then the Spirit is not to be 
limited or quenched, in what way ſoever it.is made manifeſt in Man to 
beget Love in his Heart. 

9. It being generally confeſſed, that all Men ſhould be ſubje&t unts 
Kings, and all in Authority 3 then the Spirit not tobe limited or quench- 
ed,in what way ſocver it is made manifeſt in Man to crucifie his rebellious 
Natnre, and to ſubje& every thought into the obedience of Chriſt, and ſo 
make him ſubje& unto Kings, and all Authority. 

10. It being generally confeſſed, that there is but one way and truth; 
then the Spirit 1s not to be limated or quenched, in what way ſoever it is 
made manifeſt in Man to diſcover falſe ways and errors, and to lead him 
from them, and ſo bring him into the one way and truth according to its 
own pleaſure. 


Hhh Now 
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Now. the Quakers Principle and Practice anſ{wermn:g theſe general Rea- 
ſons, there is a neceſlity why their Liberty ſhould be granted in things per- 
taining to God. | 

x. Becauſe they have received Chriſt Jeſus in the appearance of his 
Light, and are Followers of his Light in tis own way, and, by the Light 
they are reſtored into the pure Reaſon, Wiſdom and Underſtanding 
in which their Inward Man ſtands innocently before God, and their out- 
ward Man diſpoſed in Righteouſneſs, as in the beginning. 

2. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt jn which he hath unto them appeared 
and is in their Principle, is made anto them the power of God unto Sal- 
vation. 

3. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath taken away their ſin, and redeemed 
them from all iniquity, and hath made them a peculiar people unto God. 

4. Becauſe the Light of Chnit, hath broken down the partition wall of 
ſin, atid hath reconciled them unto God, and made their peace. 

5. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath given them the true knowledg.of 
the one only wiſe God,unto whom alone they bow. and him only worthip 
in the Light of the Spirit Which they have received. 

6. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath manifeſted the truth in their Hearrs, 
and led them in the ſame by its own power. * 

7. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath killed the luſt and ſtrife in them, 
and lead them to live a peaceable life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. - 

8. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath purged out deceit and hypocrilie, 
and begotten Love in their Hearts, that they cannot render Evil for Evil, 
but abide in the Doctrin of Chriſt, and love their Enemies. 

9. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath Crucified the Rebellious Nature 
in them, and made them ſubject to his own will, and thereby ſubje&s them 
unto Kings, and all in Authority, and they faithfully anſwer the Kings 
command, wherein they can keep their Conſciences clear in-the ſight of 
God, and what for Conſcience ſake they cannot anſwer, they patiently 
ſuffer under, and (o dare do nothing againſt the truth, but for the truth, 
and walk with a Conſcience void of offence towards God and Man. 

10. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath diſcovered unto them the many 
falſe ways and errors, and the great danger in them, and hath led them 
into the one way and truth,and in which they have true peace with God, 
and ſerve him in fingleneſs of their Hearts; and thus hath Chriſt done 
that for them which no other could do; by which they know that it is he; 
and they are witneſles of his power and life, giving him the/Glory over 
all, who is worthy for ever. 

Now as it is evident by theſe Reaſons, that the Cuakers have received 
the Holy and true Principle of Light that comes trom Chriſt Jeſus, and 
walk in the ſame, ſo they, ought to have that Liberty granted them into 
which Chriſt hath reſtored them, ahey anſwering in Principle and Practiſe 
thoſe things which by others are in words confetled, who ſav, but do not 
perform, whieh ſhews that they are in the weakneſs of the Fleſh, in which 
none can pleaſe God ; but they that obey the Light, and follow it, they 
do thoſe things that are well-pleaſing in his ſight, and inthe Light they 
are accepted 3 and in this Principle and Practiſe the Quakers have fulnels 
of Joy and Peace. 


Now 


UMI 
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Now as concerning others, who are not like-minded at preſent, and 
yet in their Con(cience are tender towards God, and anſwers a Conſcience 
unto God, according to the perſwaſion that he hath wrought in them by 
his Spirit, that they may not be ſuppreſled, becauſe there 1snot any thin 
which is begotten in tendernels towards God, that is to be cruſhed, bruif 
ed, or quenched by force or violence of any Law; and whilſt people be- 
have themſelves peaceably, the Liberty of their Conſcience in. things per- 
taining to God ought not tobedenicd them ; and where itis ſo, they that 
have power do not to others as they would be done by;and {b manifeſt that 
they are void of natural affections. And theſe things I write, that 
not any thing of God, though never {blow and weak 1n its riſing, may 
be cruſhed or quenched any way in its tender Breathings ; ſo will truth, 
peace and righteouſneſs flouriſh in the Earth inthe ſame life, power and 
wilBom, which was before tranſgreſſion and- perſecution, and puts an 
end to 1t again. 


»A tender Meſſage of Love unto the King. 


O King, my Speech is direfted unto thee in all humbleneſs of mind, and 
from the tenderueſs of my Heart I] write the matter which is laid 
upon me from the Moſt High, let it therefore be received and entertain- 
ed by thee asa matter of greateſt weight and concernment unto thee ; for 
it is that only by which thou mult either ſtand or fall. 

Be it therefore known unto thee, that the one Plood of which God 
made all Nations, and in which is Life, is the moſt Royal Blood, and the 
moſt Noble and Renownable of all things, and by it alone all Mankind 
have Life, Breath and Being, amongſt whom thou art one, O King; 
therefore thy Life not being in thy own Hand, conſider who hath pro- 
longed thy days, and ſtretebed out thy years, who hath helped thee in 
time of ſtraits, tryals, diſtreſles, afflictions, is it not God alone, who alſo 
can cut thy days ſhort, and finiſh them in a moment ? Let this conſidera- 
tion be with thee in thy private Chamber, that thou mayſt fear before 
the Moſt High, and apply thy Heart unto Wiſdom; for by Wiſdom Kings 
Reign, and Thrones are Eſtabliſhed z and in Wiſdoms Path thou wilt 
find the foot-fteps of thoſe poor deſpiſed People, called £xakers, who 
have hearkened to Wiſdows Voice, and walk with her in her own Way 
therefore entreat them well, for they are a People redeemed by the Lord, 
and he hathchoſen them out of Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and People, 
and they are as dear unto him as the Apple of his Eye, for he is their 
God, and they are his People ; and of their innocency and peaceable- 
neſs thou haſt had large Experience, and haſt not found them at any 
time to be rebellious, though they have and do ſuffer many afflitions 
under thy power ; yet this is their comfort 1n all their afflictions, that 
they do not ſuffer as evil-doers, but as innocent from all juſt offences, 
whereby they can approve their Hearts unto God, and tothe Glory of 
God they can enquire of all Men if. at any time they have wronged, or in- 
jured, or evil entreated any Man fince the precious Truth hath entred 
into their Hearts; and if herein none can juſtly accuſe them, as certain- 
ly none can; then the Lord will not hold them guiltleſs that do in any 

wiſe 


o" 
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wiſe oppreſs them; for it is his Cauſe they ftand in, and the ſtrength of 
Men cannot return it. Oh take Counſel at the Light of Chriſt with 


which thou art enlightened, and in the Light thou wilt feel the Life of - 


theſe poor deſpiſed People; and as thou com'ſt to feel their Life in the 
Light, then will thy Love be towards them ; bur if thou hate the Light, 
inthy own Conſcience, thou can't never know them as they are; and fo 
inſtead of being a Nurfing Father tothem, thou mayſt add totheir afflicti- 
ons, as being 1gnorant of them ;- for none can know them, but in the 
Light of Chriſt, by which they are changed and renewed in'the Spirit 
of their Minds, and tranſlated into the Heavenly Life, which the earthly 
Wiſdom cannot comprehend. Oh! Let no Counſel enter into thy Hearr, 
to caule thee to turn againſt this people but purſue thy promiſes which 
thou haſt made, and ſo often renewed, touching Liberty of Conſcience 
for. the performance of thoſe Promiſes will be of greater. ſtrength and ſe- 
curity unto thee, than all the ſtrength that others can give thee to defend 
thee, who with Reaſons would or may overcome thee to make thy Pro- 
miſes void, and thereby cauſe thee to add affliction upon the Innocent, 
who at this day bear the burden, though every way they ſeek thy good, 
and concerning whom I do believe, that thou haſt a perſiwaſion in thy 
own Heart touching their Innocency; and if thou take heed unto that 
which doth at any time perſwade thee, that they are an Innocent People, 
it will yet more perſwade thee, and will work thy Heart into love to- 
wards them, even as theirs is towards thee, to do thee good inany wiſe; 
and as they are a free-born People within thy Dominion, and have an 
outward Portion in the ſame, with Wives, Children and Families,- who 
are ready to do good in all places where they are ſetled, let it not enter 
into thy Heart to ſpoil them, or baniſh them from their Native Beings, 
and Birth-rights, and from Husbands, Wives, Children and Relations, 
who are not all hke-minded in the Truth. Therefore, O King, have re- 
gard to this weighty matter, upon which thy own Happineſs ſo much de- 
pendeth ; for if thou doſt well, it may be well with thee ; but if other- 
wiſe, the Lord God will be clear when he Judges, 


I am a Sincere Lover of thy 
Immortal Soul. 
Nottingham County-Goal the 2d, Day 
of the 2d. Month, 1663. 
WILLIAM SMITH: 


THE E ND. 


UMI 


nd 


1663. 33 


Goſpel-Tydings : 
Wherein 1s ſhewed Ee | 
W hat the Goſpel Adminiſtration was, the A- 


poſtacy from it, and the Reſtauration into it again. 


BEING 


A Meflage of True and Unfeined Love 
UuNTo * 


Alt that are (ſeeking Peace in their own way, and wearying 
themſelves in their own wandrings, that they may come to the Light 
of Chriſt Jeſus, and may be eſtabliſhed in the power of the Gol- 
pel; where Life, and Peace, and Reſt is Witneſſed. 


With a Tender | | 
GREETING 
Royal Off-ſpring of God. 


UNTO THE 


Hat there was a time in which the Goſpel was Preached and 
Publiſhed, is a thing which generally. is confeſſed by all 
that profeſs pon wes + that . there was an Apoſtatizing 
from it, and 'a night of thick darkneſs came over that dil- 
penſation, is a thing that tew underſtand ; and therefore it 

is, that the appearance of the ſame Goſpel, which at this day is broken 

forth in ſight, out of the night of Apoſtaſie, and Preached again 1n the 
ſame power, is by ſo few: belicved and received; for as that Spirit and 

Power doth remain in People, which led into the. Apoſtaſie, and went 

over the glorious diſpenſation of the Goſpel that then was, even ſo it 

blinds their minds, that the Light of. the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt doth 
not ſhine unto them, though by the ſame Spirit | and Power in which it 
was then Preached it be Preached again 3 and fo through the ignorance 
that is in them, they are led captive in Errors having Eyes but ſee not, 
Ears but hear not, Hearts but do not underſtand, fo are not converted, 
111 nor 
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nor healed, but in darkneſs abides, and in darkneſs walks in their own 
way, and ſuch wearies themſetves in an endfeſ3travel, being driven about 
with divers Doftrins, which is held forth in, Mans cunning part that lics in 
wait to deceive, by.whych they are rolled tivm one thingito another, and 
catches az wefdsarkd Johrtds, inſtead of life and power $ and Ib tKe many 
Inventions have been ſought out, and ſet up, with which People pleals 
themſelves as if they were inthe right way, though there is a cry in-many 
which is not (atisfied in it : And theſe Inventions which are come up in 
the long night of Apoſtaſie, and obſerved and practiſed as if. they were a 
Goſpel diſpenſation, and 'are foutd dry and empry Cifterns which yields 
no refrefkingsz for they only he in forms without, andnot in the Light 
and Power of God within, in which the Goſpel hath a free paſlage to the 
Soul in its own vertue, and therefore unto that all people muſt come, from 
which the Night of Apoſtacy hath cauſed them to erre, that they may 
feel the diſpenſation of the Goſpel in its own power and veftut ; for the 
Goſpel is not changed into any new Invention, though people have in- 
vented many new form$ and every one ſets up their own form as a Go(- 
pel diſpenſation, yet their form doth not make a Goſpel.adminiſtration, 
neither can any breathing deſire receive peace or ſatisfattion therein; for 
whoſe minds are turned outwards, and looking for the Kingdom of God 
in obſervarions, they deceive themſelves with a vain hope, and runs them- 
ſelves at a Ro diſtance from the Light of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and'by how much they place their belief in any invented form, 
by ſo much the more they erre from the power, which are ſeeking the 
Kingdom of God in forms and obſervations without, they negle& the power 
of the Goſpel, which miniſtreth an entrance into the Kingdom of God 
within: Now as it 8 generally contelfed, that there was a time in which 
the Goſpel was preached and publiſhed, ſo it is to be conſidered, in what 
principle their adminiſtration ſtood who was the miniſters of it, and how 
they became worthy to be put in truſt with its for the Apoſtle ſaid, Onr 
Exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor of gnile, but as we are 
allowed of God to be put in truit with the Goſpel; even ſo we ſpeak, not as 
pleaſing men, but God which trieth our Hearts, 1 Theſ. 2. (Mark) They 
were allowed of God, and put in truſt with the Goſpel by him, have 
received Chriſt Jeſus into their Hearts by the maniteſtation of his Light 
ahd Love, and ſo were found worthy in Chriſt to be putin truſt with 
the Goſpel by him, having received Chriſt Jeſus into their Hearts by the 
manifeſtation of his Light and Love, and ſo were found worthy in Chriſt 
to be put im truſt with the Goſpel ; for by the Holy Principle of Light 
which they had received in Chriſt Jeſus, they received power to Crucific 
decert, uncleanneſs, and guile, and thereby they became renewed inthe 
Spirit of their minds unto God, who put them in truſt with the Goſpel 
1m that which was pure and clean, in which he allowed them to be mi- 
niſters of it, not in words only, bur alſo in power ; {© that their words 
which tm the power was mimſtred, they were ſpoken as in the light of 
God, who tried thewr Hearts, and they did not frame their words 'to 
pleaſe Men, but in the power by which they were made miniſters, they 
were made manifeſt mto every mans Conſcience in the ſight of God: 
And the Apoſtle ſaid, Now thanks be unto God which always canſeth ws to 
triumph in Chriſt, and maketh manifeſt the favour of his knowledg by us in 


every 
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evrry place; for we are not as many which corrupt the Word of God, but as ph 
. : riſt, 2 Cor. 2. 
(Mark) They ſpake in Chriſt, and ſo were manifeſt to every mans Con- 
(cy2nce in the ſight of God, and the meaſure of Chriſt in every one bare 
witneſs unto their Teſtimony ; though ſuch as did not joyn tothe mea- 
ſure of Chriſt in themſelves could nat receive it, yet the ſame Principle in 
which they ſpake did bear witneſs to it in every mans Conſcience, and (6 
they ſtood approved unto God, and notunto Men whereby it is evident, 
that they had received Chriſt Jeſus, and that he was in them; for they 
ſpake in him, and that was the Goſpel which they Preached, and which 
many received as glad tydings that brought Life and Immortality unto 
their Souls, and they that did receive the glad tydings of the Goſpel, 
and did abide in it, they became followers of the Lord, and of the Truth 
in the love of it; ſo that the ſavour of Life in them that miniſtred, did 
reach the life in them that believed, by which life they all came into the 
fellowſhip of the Goſpel, and ſo they that miniſtred was a ſweet ſavour 
in the Hearts of thoſe that believed: And the Apoſtle ſaid, My Speech 
and my Preaching was not with enticing words of mans Wiſdom, but in de- 
monſtration of the Spirit, aud of Power; that your faith ſhould not ſtand in 
the wiſdom of man, but in the power of God: for what man knows the things 
of a man, ſave the Spirit of man which is in him; even ſo the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit. of God. Now we have not received the 
Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God; which things alſo we ſpeaknot in the 
words which mans wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, com- 
paring Spiritual things with Spiritual, 1 Cor. 2. (Mark) They had not 
received the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which is of God, and that 
was their Principle, and in the Spirit of God they knew the things that 
were given of God, and in the ſame Principle in which they frecly re- 
ceived, they freely miniſtred 3 and this-was the Preaching of the Goſpel 
then, not according to mans wiſdom, but in Chriſt Jeſus the power and 
wiſdom of God, in which: Goſpel many believed, and were ſaved ; and 
the Apoſtle ſaid, Moreover Brethren, IT declare unto you the Goſpel which I 
preached unto you, which alſo you have received, and wherein ye ſtand, by 
which alſo ye are ſaved, if ye keep in memory what T preached unto you, 
unleſs ye have believed in vain, 1 Cor. 15. (Mark) The Goſpel which 
then was Preached, they that received it, ſtood in it, and were ſaved by 
it, and they were not to let it flip out of their minds, but tokeep it in 
memory, that they might not believe in vain; and many did fo receive 
it in the love of it, as they did retain it, and the Salvation in it, and was 
preſerved by the power of it, to hold faſt that which they had received ; 
and ſuch continued in their well-doing, and perſeyered unto- the end, 
having obtained Eternal Redemption and Salvation by the power of the 
Goſpel; and unto whom this Goſpel was hid, it was hid unto them that 
was loſt, in whom the God of this World had blinded the minds of them 
which believed not, leſt the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who 
is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them, 2 Cor. 4. And ſuch periſh- 
ed in their gainſaying, not. receiving the Truth in the love of jt, but 
gave up themſelves to believe Lies, which the God of this World led 
them into, and blinded their minds with, and ſuch could not ſee though 

they 
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they had Eyes, nor heat though they had Ears,- nor underſtand though 
they had Hearts, and ſo was not converted and healed by the power of 
the Goſpel, though in the ſame power it was preached unto them, as 


unto thoſe that did believe in it, and receive itz and ſo it became the ſa- . 


vour of life unto life in thoſe that believed, and the favour of death 
unto death in thoſe that periſhed, and as there were many which could 
neither ſee, nor hear, nor underſtand the glorious diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, but were blinded by the God of this World, unto- whom they 
yielded themſelves to'obey, and lo were never converted nor healed, but 
periſhed in their gainlaying, even ſo there were many whoſe Eyes were 
opened, and Ears unſtopped, ana Hearts broken, who did both ſee, and 
hear, and underſtand, not _—_ to retain God in their knowledg, but 
yielded themſelves again unto the God of this World, and {6 became 
vailed from the Light of the glorious Goſpel, that they loſt the ſight of 
that which they had ſeen, and the hearing of that which they had heard, 
and the underſtanding of that which they hadin ſome meaſure underſtood, 
and by the God of this World, unto whom they yielded themſelves ngain, 
their Heatts were darkned, and their Minds blinded ; and though pro- 
felling themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools ; having put away Faith 
and a good Conlticnce, and made Shipwrack of it ; and though they 
were gone from the Goſpel, and the power of it in themſelves, yet they 
retained the form,and became more'1n love with the form than the power, 
and ſb did not only erre from the power, but turned againſt it, and denied 
it ; and of this ſort they were that crept into Houſes, and led filly Wo- 
men Captive, loaden with fins, and lead away with divers luſts, 2 7iz.-3, 
For they being erred from the power of God, and having made Ship- 
wrack of Faith and a good Conlctznce, they were gone into Captivity 
themſelves, and (o led others to follow them, and captivated them in'the 
form in which they were always learning, but never came to the know- 
ledg of the Truth, and ſo many Apoſtatized from them the Light of the 
glorious Goſpel, and denied the ' power of , after that' they had ſeen, 
and heard,and underſtood ſomething of itzand ſuch became falſe Brethren, 
who turned the Grace of God into Laſciviouinels, and denied the only 
Lord God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as in 'Jude. .So that after the 
Saints deceaſed, who by the power of the Goſpel was cleanſed, and with 
it waſhed from all filthinels of fleſh, and (pirit, and did retain it, and hold 
it faſt in the pure Principle of Life, then did the Apoſtacy overſpread, and 
the darkfieſs of it covered the Earth, and the God of this World came in- 
to Dominion, and ruled in the Hearts of People, and in darkneſs they 
conceived what was if the power practiſed, and thereby pebple came to 
be deceived, being erred from the Principle of God ; and fo that hath 
been taken for a Goſpel diſpenſation, which in the unclean part hath been 
conceived and practiſed, and in that unrighteous Nature the Truth hath 
been held ; for by the God of this World peoples minds have been cor- 
rupted, and their Eyes blinded ; and hereby it may be underſtood, how 
the Apoſtacy entered, and how the Goſpel dilpeniation came to be loſt, 
and how the many invented forms came to beet up and obſerved, with 
which people now ſeem to be well plealed and fatisfied, and every one 
according to their own perſ{waſton obſerves their own form as a Goſpel 
diſpenſation 3 yet in all Agesfinc= the Apoſtaſic cntered, there hath been 
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ſomething of God ſtirring im ſome particular, that hath breathed after 
the enjoyment of that Jite which in pure Goſpel times were witneſſed 
amonglt the Saints and Goſpel-worſhippers, but the God of this World 
being in Dominion, it hath been cruſhed and quenched in its ring, and 
hath been beaten down again by a ſtrong hand, which the God of this 
World hath ſtretched forth againſt itz ſo that it could not come to ſpread 
abroad in the liberty of the life, but hath always been ſuppreſſed in its 
riſing by the forcc of Laws, which the God of this World hath invented : 
But now it 'hath pleaſed God in the fulneſs of gime to reveal his Son in 
Power and great Glory, who hath brought Life and Immortality to 
light by his appearance, in whoſe Life and Power the Goſpel is preached 
again, and many have believed and received the glad tydings of it, 
who ſometimes were wandring in the Apoſtacy, and ſeeking peace in their 
own way, but could not find it ; for which cauſe they many times mourn- 
ed and lamented, and their Souls endured griet and trouble for want of 
Chritt, whom they earneſtly breathed after 3 and though they had gone 
through many invented forms, and tryed the depths of Mans in his wiſ- 
dom 1n his own way 3 yet they could not find him whom their Souls long- 
ed after; but when theglorious Goſpel brake forth in its own power, and 
came to be preached inthe life, then by its ſtrength their Ears were pierc- 
ed, and the joyful ſound did enter into their Hearts, and the living wit- 
nels of God was raifed, and lite from death was witneſſed, and then they 
found him whom their Souls loyed, and ſuch knows the Scripture to be 
fulfilled, and can truly ſay, How beautiful is the feet of him that brought 
glad tydings of Salvation, and publiſhed peace who 1s riſen in life to pro- 
claim the Goſpel ; and fuch do witneſs, that the night is over and gone, 
and the day is come, and the light of the knowledg of the glory of God 
ſhines in their Hearts in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, who is the firſt-born of 
God, that brought many Sons to Glory, who are now made living wit- 
nelles of his Reſurrection, and his Life, and are allowed of God to be 
put in truſt with the Goſpel, whoſe labour and travel is in the ſtrength 
and power of God, and in the ſame they publiſh his Meſſage, that peo- 
ple may be turned from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God; that they may receive remiſſion of ſins, and come to an In- 
heritance amongſt all that are fſanCtiftied by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus: And 
whoſoever doth not bring this Meſlage is not to be received ; for it is 
the ſame Goſpel that was preached unto Abraham, and in which he be- 
lieved ; it is the ſame Goſpel that was preached by the Apoſtles, and in 
which many then believed, and what they had heard, and ſeen, and taſt- 
ed, and handled of the Word of Life, that they declared in the Life, 
and (o they Preached Chriſt Jeſus, the power gf God, to Salvation, and 
there was not another Goſpel to be brought, either by Angel or Man, 
but they that brought it was to be accurſed; for the Apoſtle ſaid, Though 
we, or an Angel from Heaven preach any other Goſpel nnto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed: As we ſaid before, ſo 
ſry T now again, Tf any man preach any other Goſpel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be acccurſed; but T certifie you brethren, that the 
Goſpel which was preached of me is not after man: for Ineither received it of 
man, neither was T taught it, but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriit, Gal. 1. 
Oh that they which ſpeak of themſelves mw conlider this, who knows 
| Kkk no 
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no more of the Goſpel than what they receive of Man, and are taught 
by Man, which is not the way by which the Apoſtle came to the Goſpel; 
and therefore it is evident, that ſach have not the Goſpel to preach who 
deny Revelation, and ſo they preach another Goſpel than that which 
the Apoſtle preached. But now the ſame Goſpel is known again by 
many in whom Jeſus Chriſt is revealed, who hath brought Life and Im- 
mortality to light by the Goſpel, and in his power itis preached agam, 
even the ſame Goſpel which is neither of Man, nor by Man, but in the 
ſame power received as they received it, and in the ſame power preached 
as they preached it, and it is committed unto faithfu! Men whom God 
hath intruſted with it, who are able to teach others alſo; and this is the 
light which ſhines out of darkneſs, and goes over the night of Apoſtacy, 
with all the Apoſtates Inventions, and in power redeems pedple up to 
God again, from whom they are alienated in the Apoſtacy, and fach 
whoſe Eyes are ſhut, and Ears ſtopped, and Hearts hardened againſt the 
glorious adminiſtration of the Goſpel, they are of all Men molt miſera- 
ble ; for it is the mighty power of God unto Salvation unto all that be- 
heve in it, and receive it 3 but they that reject ir, and are rebellious 
againſt it, they reject the loving kindnels of God, and with the Golpel are 
condemned and not ſaved; for they that believe not, they*txe condemn- 
ed, becauſe they believe not in the name of the only begotten ton of 
God, but unto all that do bclieve, his appearance brings Life and Im- 
mortality to light by the Goſpel, and it is evidem, that it is the ſhame Goſ- 
pel that is now preached, and not.another ;, for it hath wrought effefually 
in the Hearts of many, and hath purged and expelled the uncleanneſs and 
filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, and hath pulled down (elf-rightcouſnels, 
and revealed the Righteouſnels of God, in which many are eſtabliſhed 3 
ſo that the life of ſuch now who have received the Goſpel, doth fully 
anſwer to the life of ſuch then, by which 1t is manifeſt that it is the ſame 
Goſpel, and not another, having wrought the ſame work in the Hearts 
of all that have received it as 1n times pait, and they anſwer to the ſame 
in hfe and prattiſe,. and face anſivers face in a glaſs; ſo that the demon- 
ſtration of the Goſpels power may be clearly diſtinguiſhed from all In- 
ventions; for though there may be fair ſhews of Godlineſs in ſome par- 
particular forms, yet they are not tranſlated into the power and life of 
Chriſt, in which the Goſpel adminiſtration ſtandeth ; therefore unto all 
ſaech, who yet abide in darkneis, and are ſeeking peace in their own way, 
is this Meſſage ſent in love, that they unto the light may be turned, by 
which the danger of their way will be opened and diſcovered ; for 
the light will open that Eye which hath been cloſed, and unſtop the Ear 
which hath been ſtopped, and break that Heart which hath been harden» 
ed by the God of this World, and fo they will come to ſee, and hear, 

and underſtand what is with the light made manifeſt, without which the 

things of God can never be perceived; for as the light is in it (e!f a moſt 
Holy, Pure, and Righteous Principle, ſo it doth diſcover in a mans Con- 

ſcience all unrighteouſneſs, which 1s fin, and lets him ſee what Lovers he 

hath entertained into his Heart; which dchiles him, and makes him un- 

clean in the fight of the Pure God, and in the Light waiting, that Voice 

Which ſpeaks from Reaven will be heard, and the Goſpel will found into 

that Ear which is unſtopped, and pierce into the Heart,and prick it, and 
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with the precious favour of its vertue it will ſoften it, and (© the Light of 
the glorious Goſpel will ſhine out of the night of Apoltacy, and bring 
glad tydings into the Sou], which in the night of Apoſtacy hath been cap- 
tivated; and there Man will come to feel the love which God hath unto 
him, who wou!d not that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
the knowledg of the Truth, and be ſaved, and there is no want of love 
from God to ſave Men, but there 1s want of love from Men tocloſe with 
and joyn into the love which God 'makes manifeſt in the Light, and ſo 
Mans deſtruction is of himſc]t, becauſe he loves not the Light, but loves 
his evil Deeds better, and follows the devices of his own Heart, which 
with the Light is reproved ; and ſuch obeys not the Goſpel, in whichthe 
love of God 1s tendered, but follows the God of this World, and che- 
riſhes their own Hearts luſts, and this '1s Mans own way, in which the 
God of this World blinds him, and keeps him in the Apoſtacy, where he 
is alienrted from the Lite of God; therefore let all people conſider, whilſt 
they have a day ; for with whom was the Lord grieved, was it not with 
thoſe that had Fnned, whoſe Carcatles fell in the Wilderne(s ? 'and unto 
whom did he ſwear that they .ſhould not enter into his reſt, was it not 
thoſe that believed not ? Therefore all people take heed, left you out- 
ſtand the Lord in the hardneſs of your Hearts, and Jet the day of your 
viſitation flip over your heads without regarding ; for unto which of 
you hath he not manifeſted his love, and who among(t you can truly ſay, 
The Lord hath not viſited; have you not had many Convictions in your 
Conſciences, and many convincements for your fin? have you not been 
reproved for the evii of your doings, and have you not been (ccretly 
judged for ſecret faults ? have you done any thing ſo privately that hath 
not been manifeſt, or could you ever hide any thing ſo cloſely that hath 
not been made known? who amongl(t you can excule your ſelves before 
the moſt High, or which of you can ſay in truth the Lord hath not ſhew- 
ed meevil, or that I am ignorant of my ſn? who amongſt you can ſtand 
to plead with God intheſe things? Oh ſurely the day of account is very 
great, and unto it you mult all come, and the Lord will be clear when 
he judges, for all his Judgments are true; and do you not draw his Judg- 
ments upon your ſelves, becauſe you regard not his Law ? how will you 
ftand to account for all your idle words and ungodly deeds, in which 
you run at liberty, as if all ſhould end without account; look over your 
lives, and with the Light of Chriſt in your Conſciences view your ſelves, 
and behold the fruit of your doings, and conſider whether you can 
ſtand approved unto God in ſecret ; for your Lives demonſtrate your 
Nature, and the Fruit of your doings declares your Rcot, the Old Man 
is yet alive in you, and the God of this World hath dominion over you, 
and with his deceivable working he blinds you, and in the Apoſtacy you 
are loſt, when the Goſpel is hid from you, and ſo you remain 
in your ſins, which the Goſpel caſteth out and expelleth, where it is be- 
heved and received; and if you will but view your ſelves with the 
Light of Chriſt which is in you, though you be not in it you will (ce 
that you are under the Law, and reproved by it, and not under the 
Goſpel; and the Law faith, Thox ſhalt not covet : Now view your ſelves, 
and behold whether you keep this one Commandment, and if you do 
not, then you are yet under the Law, and the Law condemns you; for it 
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is Spiritual , Holy , Juſt, arid Good, and was added becauſe of tran(: 
grefſion, and whilſt you are in tranſgreffion and do not keep the Law, 
you are under the Curſe, and not in the Blefting, which is a Goſpel ſtate. 
Now if you will view your Hearts with the Light, it will ſhew you, 
that you are coveting an evil covetouſneſs, and both the Riches of this 
World, and the Riches of Knowledg your Hearts are ſet upon, and theſe 
are two great evils which the Holy Law condemneth ; and though you 
may talk of the Goſpel, and a Goſpel-adminiſtration , and apprehend 
your ſelves to be Goſpel-worſhippers, yet you are under the firſt Co- 
venant, with its courſe and condemnation, being yet in the tranſpreſlion, 
and you have not received the Love in the Light, in which the Law and 
Prophets is fulfilled ; ſo it is not what you profeſs that makes you to be 
the ſame you profels ; neither is it what you apprehend your Souls to be 
that makes you ſo to be; for the New Man aoth not live the life of the 
Old; therefore let. this conſideration enter into all your Hearts, and 
ponder it in ſecret, that it 1s not ſuch as only profeſs the Goſpel that are 
approved, but ſuch as obey the Goſpel; and therefore you that talk ſo 
much of a Goſpel diſpenſation, and the fiee Grace of God in it, and 
thereby would exclude perfect obedience as a duty only belonging to the 
firſt Covenant, and ſay, It is not now of Works; but of Grace; and 
run from good Works, and lo are reproved by James, you are in the A- 
poſtacy covered with Imaginations; for all the Children of Light are 
Children of Obedience, and you that are not fo, are fooliſh and diſt- 
bedientz and whilſt you talk of Salvation by the free Grace of God 
without your ſelves are found in the works of fin, and yielding your 
ſelves to obey the God of this World, and ſo you would hold two King- 
doms at once 3 but do yon not know, that unto whom you yield your 
ſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants you are to whom you obey; and is 
not here obedience to ſomething, and doth thefree Grace of God fave 
the diſubedient, who yield themſelves to obey the God of this World, 
and denies the teachings of the Grace when it appeareth 3 for the Grace 
of God appeareth unto all Men, and the appearance of it doth diſcover 
ungodlineſs, and worldly Juſts in all; but who are they that are taught to 
deny ungodlineſs and worldly laſts? are not they ſuch as obey the Grace 
in its appearance; or can any be taught by the Grace and not obey it? 
vou may as truly (ay, That all Men ſhall be ſaved, becauſe the Grace unto 
all Men appeareth; but this is known and witnelled by the Children of 
Light, who are the Children of Obedience, that as the Grace appeareth 
againſt ungodlineſs and worldly Juſts, (6 the grace is to be obeyed in its 
appearance, and being obeyed, it then reaches to deny that which it ap- 
pears againſt ; and not only ſo, but it alſo teaches ro live the Life of God- 
lineſs, and ſo the Grace being obeyed, it brings Salvation ; for it over- 
comes fin, and gives victory over the God of this World, who leadeth 
in ſin ſuch Servants as obey him ; and hereby it may be underſtood, that 
Salvation is by Grace, and not by Works, and 1d it is believed and wit- 
neſfled by. all the Children of Light, who knows that obedicnce to the 
Grace doth not ſet up the firſt Covenant, but eſtabliſhes the ſecond, in 
which the Goſpel is miniftred according to the Riches of his Grace, who 
is the fullneſs of all things; therefore it is manifeſt that you are yet under 
Moſes, though you have Chrilt to talk of, and the Vail is yet over your 
; Hearts 
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Hearts, not being redeemed from under the Law, and its Candemnation, 
but are in diſobedience to the Light of Chriſt, by which the Law is fulfilled, 
and in which the Goſpel is Preached again as in time paſt z therefore all come 
to the Light of Chriſt with which you are enlightened, and obey it, when 
in your Coniciences it reproves you, that it may guide you, and lead you, 
and teach yo, and bring Life and Immortality into you, which you canne- 
ver find in your own way z and therefore out of your own way you muſt de- 
part in the Leadings of the Light, if ever you come to the lite from which 
the Light is made manifeſt, and you muſt obey the Light, and follow ir, ard 
not rejeR it, and quench ir, and by following the Light in obedience, it will 
bring-you to forſake your own way, and all your invented forms, and will 
bring you into the way which God hath prepared, in which the Croſs is pla- 
ced z upon which all worldly luſts are crucified and condemned, and the old 
Man with all his deeds deſtroyed ; and as you take up the Crols and follow 
the Light, which 1s to obey it, then you will have true peace in your way, 
and will know and underſtand the Goſpel of God, who is the power of God 
u:ito Salvationz and the Goſpel will have a free courſe in you, and not be 
quenched, and ſo the Croſs is in the way which God hath prepared, but eaſe 
and fi-(hly liberty is in the way which man hath invented , and therefore it is 
that ſo many walk in it, and are ſo in love with it as they will not forſake ir , 
but whoſoever continues in that path, and doth not turn to the Light, with 
the Light to be guided, they will find the Pirto be in the end of it; there- 
fore how deeply are people concerned to take heed to their way, leſt their ob- 
ſtinacy run them to perpetual ruine z for itis nota profeſſion of any ſort that 
will bring peace in the ]atter end, though people may be obſcrvant in what 
they do profeſs, according to their own torm, but thelife which inthe lighr 
is miniſtred, in that alone by which the Soul is comforted, and ſuſtained, and 
in the needtul times is helped and relieved, and that is the Goſpel which 
brings glad tydings of peace, and glad tydings of good things, that binds up 
the broken hearted, and reſtores joy for mourning, and gives the Spirit of 
oladneſs for the Spirit of heavineſs, and ſo the Poor receive the Goſpel, and 
it is glad tydings unto them, but the Rich reje&t ir, being filled with cheir 
own Wealth, and ſo they are ſent empty away as tothe Yertue which the 
Goſpel miniſtreth z and thereſore it is hard for a Rich Man to be ſaved, who 
hath ſtirred himſelf with the Ferchings in of Wealth by his Earthly Wiſdom, 
his Ear is ſtopped to the joytul ſound of the Goſpel; but the Poor are ſenſible 
of their want, and fo are always waiting to be ſupplied from the Spring of 
Life, and are ready to receive when it opens and miniſters, and by the Goſ- 
pel they are converted, relieved, refreſhed, and ſtrengthened , for the Ver- 
rue thereof flows in the lite, unto every breathing Soul that wants in the 
Light; and this is the Goſpel which is preached again in the Spirits power. 
as in times. paſt, and the joyful ſound hath entred the Hearts of the Poor, and 
thereby they are reſtored into the joy of Gods Salvation, and are Heirs of 
the Kingdom, ard inheric the Richesof Life Everlaſting, ſo as the Teſti- 
mony of the Light is faithfully obeyed, the power of the Goſpel works by 
operation, and overcomes the God of this \\ orld, and rends away the Vail 
with which he hath blinded the mind, and thea the mind enters into the power 
of the Goſpel, and in the power receives Faith to believe in God, +and by 
Faith in the power there is a ſureſtanding, and a patient waiting upon God z 
then doth the power work unto — Reg neration, and Tranſlation, 
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beating down every ſtrong hold, and caſting our the God of this World, 
which hath been exalted in the place where he ought not, andſo darkneſs 
comes to be expelled out of Man by the power of the Goſpel which workerh 
effeQually in all that believe, by which the minds are drawn into the new 
and living way, and ſo comes to be redeemed up to God by Jeſus Chriſt, in 
whom is Life Eternal, and in whoſe Life is the Fellowſhip ok. the Goſpel ; 
therefore all people forſake your own way, and live, and walk in the way of 
underſtanding, that after your long time” of weary wandrings in the nighe 
ſeaſon, where darkneſs hath compaſled you about, you may come to the 
Light of Chriſt in your own Conſciences, and fo enter into the ſame Reſt, 
which is only.in God, 


oA Tender Greeting, unto the Royal Off-ſpring 
of God. 


Ight dear and tenderly beloyed Lambs, in an acceptable time hath the 

Lord God maniteſted his Everlaſting Love uvato you, and in the day of 
his Salvation be hath ſweerly viſited your tender Souls, and hath raiſed you 
vp by the Arm of his power into the Glorious Lite of the Son of his Love, 
in whom he hath choſen you, and in whom he hath ſer his love upon you, and 
made you his peculiar ones, in whom hetaketh great delight, and unto you 
his love doth freely run without ceaſing, and his life doth low with pure 
Streams of (weet Refreſhings ; for in his Covenant he hath gathered you, and 
in his Covenant his Vertue hath free paſſage to you, in which you ſpring as 
Plants of his own Hand, and in his Hand he keeps yu.u, that none can pluck 
you out; for with his Hind be hath done valiant things fince the day he fer 
his love gpon you, and you are made witnefles of his mighty power , by 
which he hath preſerved you in your greateſt atH;&ions , it is none bur healone 
that could do that for you which hath been done, and theretore he alone is 
worthy of all the Glory; jor the work is of him, anc the Glory belongs un- 
to him over all. Therefore my dearly beloved in the Lord, keep your Eye 
ſingle to the firſt Principle, the ineature of Light which is pure, tor there+ 
in the Goſpel is firſt Preached unio you, and by the ſame your Eyes were 
opened, and your Ears unſtopped, and your Hearts broken and melted, and 
there was the Hand reached forth by which you were firſt helped, and by thar 
Holy Principle alone you have been firſt quicined tor itreached from the 
Throne of God, and from his Glory, and with the fame you were overcame 
to yield up all robe made one with ir : So that ye are made Children of the 
light, and of the day, andare Witnefles that this P:inciple brought Lite and 
Immortality to light by the Goſpel, and the glad tydings did reach your 


mourning Souls, and you were thereby turned unto God, and became Fol- 


lowers of the Truth in the loveof it, and the Lord hath been witch you, and 
blefled you, and hath made your way proſperous , even as a people upon 
whom his love is placed ; and as he hath choſen you, and isa God preſent 
with you, (o let the defires of your Hearts be kept unto him, 2nd to the 
remembrance of his Name, that the pure Seed of Life may be Crowned in 
every one, which is the Birth that ſeeks the Glory of God alone; foras ye 


abide in the Principle in which you are gathered, fo will the pure Fear be re- , 


rained; and in the low eſtate you will be preſerved, unto which the Lord hath 
great 
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great regard, for. the Waves upan the Waters do butriſe to fall again, but 


. the low eſtate is fixed on theRock, and upon the Rock ſtands higher than all, 


and there the life is felt which God doth highly exale, Oh ye tender Hearts ! 
the Light of Chriſt reacheth, that plainneſs is che Path of Truch, and lowly 
minds walk in that way, and ſimplicity is with them, and innocency cloaths 
them, and in that life 1s the ſweet refreſhment, for there the Babe doth 
relliſh the (avour of that which is good fortood, and with rhe ſame is com- 
forted and nouriſhed in its render growth, therefore in the innocency keep 
your ſtation, that the weighty power of God may for ever be your defence 
ſo will the Glory of his life reſt upon you, and the Plant of his Hand will 
flouriſh and be fruitful in you, and in its Beauty you will be comely as in the 
Off-ſpring of God, and bear his Image in the Secd of Glory z therefore re- 
tain the firſt Principle which is of God, that the love wherewith God loves 
you may for ever remain with you, and do you increaſe therein to the glory of 
him who hath choſen you , for there is not another Goſpel but that which was 
firſt Preached amongſt you, an4 received by you, the ſound of which was 
joyful in your Hearts, and made your teeble Knees ro gather ſtrength, ſo that 
that you could wal: and leap for joy, Oh dwell in the ſame my dear beloved , 
for it is the weighty power of God, in which is the Kingdom and Life with» 
out end, 

And have ſuch in ſingular love who are Fathers in Iſrael, who firſt brought 
the tydings of peace by the Goſpel ; tcr they are worthy of double Honour 
who yet continue 1abouring in the V/ord and DoRrine, and nurſes the Birth 
with pure Milk, and refreſhes the Plant with Heavenly Waters z and though 
ſome be fallen aſleep, having finiſhed their T<\timony faithfully, yet their 
life remains with us, and in the ſame their glorious Teſtimony 15s bad in re- 
membrancez yet it cannever be forgotten by the upright in Hearc, for their 
labour and travel, and Fairhful Sufferings for the Lord and his precious Truth, 
coth Rand aza ſure Seal of their Holy Teſtimony, which by them waz Faith- 
fully held forth unto the end, againſt all unrighteonſneſs and nngodlineſs of 
Men, and all theirunlawfal deeds, and they are now entered into Everlaſting 
Reſt, where their reward is with them in Fullneſs; and as their precious lite is 
reteined, ſo will their Teſtimony be abundantly encreaſed and enlarged, by 
which God will yet make known his great power and glory, to the comfort 
of his people, and amazement ot their Enemies ; theretore hold faſt. the 
vift of God which in the light ye have received, that you with che ſame may 
be cloſe girded up, and in your well doing continue to the end, ncither look- 
ing back, nor turn'ng aſide to lay hold upon any other thing than what was 
firſt preached, and in which ye believed and received, which is the gift of 
God uato Eternal Lite. 

Brethren, theſe things I write, not as though ye had need of teaching, bur 
in that dear an4 tender love which floweth to you- wards, in the ſameto ſtir 
up your pure minds to retain and hold faſt that which ye have heard from the 
beginning, and the anointing which abideth in you, will ceachyou the 12me, 
as yeabidein it; for you have no need of teaching who are in the anointing, 
bur as the ſame anointing teacheth you of all things, which alſo will bring to 
your remembrance whatſoever hath been told you, through the Holy Teſti- 
mony of Faithful Brethren in the ſamelife; to ye beinz come to that which 
abides tor ever, ye know the Lord to be your Teacher, who by his Counſel 
inſtructs you in the night ſcaſon, and with his love doth comtort you and 
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ſtrengthen you, when there is not another to helpyouz and herein the Lord 
hath made you to differ from all wanderers, who are wearying themſelvesin . 
their own way, and ferting up Teachers in their own wills, upon whom the 
Apoſtacy yet abid.th, ſo thac they hear not the Heavenly Voice, but give 
heed to Fables, which unto them is ſpoken by the Voice of Dreamers; bur 
ye beloved have a more (ſure' word, being come ts the Heavenly Light, in 
which you hear Chriſts Voice, and follow hinx as his own ſheep in his own 
way, Where he teaches you in ſecret with the ſtill Voice of his life, ſorhar you 
can fit in filence, and ſee your Teacher, and heat his Yoice that ſpeaks from 
Heaven, and receive the joyful ſound into your Hearts, and teed npon the 
ſweerneſs of his own vertue, and drink of the Rivers of his plealure freely 
and this is the weighty power of God, which goes over all the wandrings, 
and preſſes into the ſtillneſs, by which the Seed of God comes into Domi- 
nion and cloaths the Babes of its Nature with the garment of praiſe, and 
inthis lite the witneſs of God is anſwered in every Conſcience ; and this is the 
life which unto you is come, and of which ye are born, ye dear beloved 
Lambs who are reconciled unto God through Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe love; 
life and power he hath joyned you together, 2nd made you a compleat body 
in himſelf, from whom let no man ſeperate you, or put you aſunder, bur 
grow in his lite, ia which you are purely the off ſpring ot God, by whoſe 
power you are regenerated, and born again of incorruptible Seed, and are 
t:anſlated into the Nature of the Lamb, whoſe Heavenly Image you bear in 
his glory. 

So let the Word of Chriſt dwell plentifully in you, and in the ſame ex- 
hort one another, and build up on another in your moſt Holy Faith, always 
keeping your Eye to the movings of the Word, that none may quench ir 
through Fear or Doubting, nor loſe its motion by over-ruuning ; but as it 
purely moves in it («1f,, and opens the Riches of irs Fulneſs, fo let the ver» 
cue flow from its own lite without addi.,gor diminiſhing, and the:e you will 
all drink at the Streams of one Fountain, and be comforted together by cne 
Spring z for as there may be a Service loſt when the movings of the Word 
are quenched, ſo there can he no Service done when another motions an« 
ſwered, or the true motion of the Word 1s over-run ; but when the Word 
diſpoſes it (elt in the Riches of it ſelf, the favour of its lite is to the lite in 
which the Babes re;oyce in endleſs peace 2nd unity, 

Oh ye Lambs, right dear and precious you are, be ſtrong in the Faith, and 
look up to God, the day of your glory yet breaketh forth, darkneſs cannot 
vail ir, cruelty cannot cloud it, your innocency preaches, your patience and 
meekneſs reaches Gods witnels, the Seed anſwererh and riſerh, and many 
Eyes are turning to your light and life, ſtrong deſires are kindled rowards you, 
and the Hearts of many wiſheth well unto you ; and though they behold you 
afar off, yet they love you: Oh the patient ſufferings of the Lambs hath 
pierced deep, glorious is your Teſtimony ye Holy ones z whoſhall oppoſe 
you to proſper, I know not any, though for a time they may zfHlict you and 
caſt you down, yer you are not forſaken, bur ſhall riſe agin z for the moſt 
High hath lefſed you, and your life (hall ſpread and flouriſh, whilſt they that 
ſeek your hure will ran themſelves toruine, Deatrly beloved Brethren and 
Lambs, Fare ye well in the life of Chriſt Jeſus, who hath made us one in 
himſelf, and fet us together in the Heavenly places of his love, in whole 
Boſom our Joy, and Peace, and Reſt is ſure for ever, whereI right dearly 
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preet you all, The Everlaſting God of Power and Peace be with you, pre- 
jerve and keep youin his Heavenly Power; Life and Wiidom, in Dominioh 
to Reign, even ſo Amen, is 

The Arm of the Lord in this place js largely ſtretched forth, to the ga- 
thering of his EleR, and the precious Truth doth flouriſh and abundantly 
proſper, and many arelately/joyned with it, and are become Followers ot it 
ia love, glory, and eve as praiſes be given unto God moſt High. Friends 
is theſe parts are generally well and freſhinche Truth of God, and Meetings 
large and peaceable, and ift'the loveand life of God both Bond and Free re- 
joyce rogether, | | 
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Beat in the , "Ng 
Holy Mountain, 


That England's Inhabitants may awake to 
Righteouſneſs, | 


Their Vanity & Prophaneſs being here opened, | 
that they may ſee what they have brought forth, and of 
what ſervice it is to the King, or his Cauſe, unto whom 
they have pretended ſo much love. 


The KINGS ſafety and ſtrength being here alſo plainly ſhew- 


ed, 1n a ſhort Meſlage of love unto him, which was deli- | 
vered into his hands, 


By Commiſſzon from the Prince of Peace in 
W. - 


= 


——— 


Ith you is my Controverſie, faith the Lord, who rejet 
my Counſel, and will none of my !!eproot, who go on 
in Rebcllion, and hate to be Reformed, your ways are all 
corrupt, and your doings are altogether evil, and your 
delight is therein placed z theſe things have I ſeen, and 

have long held my peace, and you have thought that I haye been ſuch a one 

25 your ſelves, but I will ſet your fins before you, and cauſe youto remem- 

ber your doings z my-anger is kiadled in my Breaſt, and my jealouſic burns 

like fire, my arm is ſtretched out, and I will not gather itin, until my work 

I have have accompliſhed, and until I have performed the iateacs F my 
cart, 
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Heart, I have beheld you thronghout, and my Eye hath ſeen you in (e- 
cret, your Councel.you cannot hide from me; for I am God, and all 
my ways are equal, -your fins have long come up before me, and the cry 
thereof hath been exceeding great, yet have I exerciſed patience towards 
youy. 2nd, Judgment I have not executed ſpeedily, but have forbornand 
ſuffered long, becaule my delight is in ſaving, and not in deſtroying, 
but you: have abuſed my mercy, and have not regarded the day of my 
atience, that my goodneſs might have led you to Repentance , bur 
ve hardened your foces to fin more and more, and (aiththe Lord fees 
not, neither is thereecaowledge inthe Moſt High, but you ſhall all know 
that I have ſeen you and your doings, and will' plead with you in the 
ſtrength of my might, and by my hand ypu ſhall fall in judgment , for 1 
will (catter you,,and will not ſpare you, I will make you as duſt before 
the. wind, and then ſhall ye know that T am God, and all my judgments 
righteous, for I relpe& not perſons in judgment, neither regard the lot- 
tineſs of Man, but will bring him dowa to the duſt, and make him 
bow before my Power, both high and low, rich and poor, ſhall know 
it, who ſtand in their ſtout-hearredneſs, in the day whea I do this, faith 
the Lord God Almighty. 

O Inhabitants of England, I have beheld you ſcattered as ſheep with- 
out a ſhepherd, every man walking in his own way, an4 doigg the thing 
that ſeems right in your own Eyes ; ſothat you are become exceeding fin- 
ful, and asa Cage of unclean i'irds, your deeds teſtifie againſt you, thac 
you are a rebellious people, ſtiff-necked, and ſtout-hearted, willful and 
ſtubborn, finning more and more, that the Lord is provoked, and his 
Spirit grieved with your unlawſul deeds, and with the evil of your du- 
ings; for of late you have finned as if you never could have finned e- 
nough, that you have largely filled up the meaſure, and drawn the 
wrath of God near upon you, you haye run deſperately in the ways of 
darkge(s where your Eyes are blinded that you cannot fee your ſelves, (0 
that iniquity you have greedily committed, and haye exceedingly added» 
to your former fins: Oh! turn to the meaſure of God that is manifeſt 
in you, that hath not joyned with you, nor conſented to your vanities, 
but hath ſtood a reprover of you in your own Conſcience, turn unto ir, 
for it is pure light, and diſcovers every deed of darkneſs, wait in it, 
and it will open your underſtandings your ways to behold, that you may 
loath what you have done, and depart from your evil waysto turn to 
the Lord, whoſe way is pure, and his work holy for you have been 
all cryed, the Fence hath been pulled up, and you have beenler looſe, 
and have had your ſwing, and into the height of vanity you have runned 
without ſtay, and have made it manifeſt what your hearts delight in, 
ſober people have (een your folly, thaugh you walk in darkneſs, and do 
not ſee your ſelves, you are ſo accuſtomed to do evil, and your delight 
is ſoplaced in it, that you call it good, and eſteem the man highly char 
is moſt exerciſed in it, and have ſuch a one in reſpeR above others, that 
you count the proud happy; and thoſe that do wickedly you honour, 
and none ſo much reſpeRed or eſteemed by you, as they arey this is 
your,,own way, and you walk in it with delighting, and in your vain 
miads are ſtriving who ſhould moſt «<xceed in prophaneſs, and this is 
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ſufficiently evidenced in your rioting arid drunkenneſs, pride and wan- 
tonneſs, for which the honeſt-heafred mournz 'tobetold the abominari- 
ons and wickedneſs that is brought forth by you, and will certainly draw 
down the judgments of the Lord upon you for your wickedneſs will 
fa!l upon your own heads, and this you ſhall know in the day when he 
executes vengeance, whom now you openly and prophanely fin :gainſt - 
Oh ! that your Eyes were opened'to fee, and your underſtanitings to 
perceive, that you might come into Gods fear, and dread his holy Name; 
tor vengeance belongs unto him, and he will repay, and though your 
day ſeem unto you as it no night (hon!ld come upon you, yer know, 
that you muſt come to. judgment, and give an account of all your doihgs, 
then will yorr day be dark, and blackneſs will over-ſpread you, and 
your faces will gather paleneſs when a!l the drun':ards healths ſh1ll riſe 
ava nſt them, and draw down wrath »pon them, and increaſe their tor- 
ment ; this will be your portions Oh ye diunkards of England, who 
now hays: your delight in it, that nothing is pleaſing unto you but the 
vanity cf it, nor none pleaſing to your company bur ſuch as can joyn 
with you in it, and though your Cup feem to be filled with pleaſure, 
and with jy, and you drink all off with delighrings; yet will the end 
be bitterueſs Do you ever look into the bottom, or conſider what che 
laſt drop will be? Surely it ye were but ſo wiſe as to conſider the laſt 
end, it would put a ſtop unto you, and place Gods fear over you for 
there is a Cup of indignation for you to drink, which will turn your 
joy into mourning, and your mi:th into heavineſs, and make you gnaw 
your Tengue, tor pain, when your Cup of pleaſantne fs ſhall be turned in- 
to birterneſs, in the latter end this you ſhall know how to you abuſe 
Gocz goodCreatures with your immoderation and excels, until you make 
your ſelves uncapable of manhood, wallowing 1n the dirt and mire of 
vour filthineſs trom day to day, riſing up early to follow ſtrong drink, 
and fit til night to be inflamed, and this you have tollowed with de- 
lightings, and have made it your great buſineſs, thinking your ſelves 
moſt in ſervice, when you were moſt inthe exceſs, and all this hath been 
preſume1, and with rejoycing praftiſed in pretence of love to the King, 
anJ his Cauſe; and you have charged the ſober-minded with diſ-sffe&ion 
tothe King, and his Cauſe, upon no other ground, bur becanſe they 
could not anſwer you in your vanity, nor run with you into the exceſs, 
and from this pretended zeal and afſcRion to the King, you have drawn 
encouragement to commit fin with greedine(s, and it is upon me from 
the Lord to charge your wickedneſs upon your heads, that it may not 
lye upon the King, nor h's Cauſe, for de{perare wickedneſs it is what- 
ever you might pretend to be the ground for your praRiſe, and you ſhall 
all know, that you have ſinned agaihfſt che Lord of Life and Power, who 
1: King'ot Kings, and thar you have diſhonoured the King of the Na- 
tions, and as great Enemies you ate unto him and his Cauſe, as thoſe 
thac have made Wars againſt' him, for your doings are neither health. 
{vl nor heppy, but have rather added affliction to him, and by fach a peo- 
ple histhrone canaot be eſtabliſhed 3 for that which you have pretended 
to be inlove to him, now appears to be againſt him, and you have not ex» 
prefſed any love to him, or his Cauſe, in thoſe ways whereio P_ 
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walked, but the Enemy blinded your minds, and raiſed up your vile 
affe&ions to ſatisfie your own Hearts luſt, and then you made the King 
and his Cauſe your foundationz Oh! that your Eyes were opened to ſee 
what you have done, and what you are doing, that you might come to 
Repentance before ir be roo late z for the King is not honoured, nor his 
Cauſe advanced by your doings, fothat your foundation is raced our, and 
you are left without a bottom for ir is not expepient, char the Kings 
Name fhould lie ander your vanities and wickedneſs, to uphold or ſup» 
rt you in its for the Lord is ay his Righteouſneſs, and making 
nown his Everlaſting Trath and Holineſs, which is more honourable 
for the King to ſhew himſelf in, and couphold and ſupport as a Nurſing 
Father, and is his right place, and nor to lie ih the botrom of your Direc 
and Mire in which you are wallowing, that is not his place, gor ne- 
ver can make you happy ſo thar you have ſpent your ſtrengthia vain, 
and your labour to no purpoſe, and the ſober People fathom over you, 
whoſe love is after Truth and Righteouſneſs, Juſtice and Equity, which 
is the honeſt Cauſeto be contended for and advanced, and the-Kipg in ic, 
that his Throne therein may be eſtabliſhed, which is the deſire of all (o- 
ber People, whoſe love is more co the King in Righteouſneſs, than you: s 
is, or can be, in your, wickedneſs, though they have, and do deny your 
vanities, knowing that fin hath been the cauſe of ruine and deſofation to 
King and Kingdoms, but never was the eſtabliſhment of any, therefore 
ou have begun at the wrong end, and muſt repene of all you have done 
before you can be the Kings friend in Truth , for all that you have glo- 
ried, and are glorying in, is no way ſerviceable to the King, or bis 
Cauſe? what bath the King reaped by all your Healths drinking » your 
kneeling your bare Knees to doir, yout throwing down your Hats 
upon the Ground, and ſuch exceſs; in which.-you have wronged your 
ſelves, and degenerated from reaſonable men, and no ſervice atall have 
you done for the King in theſe things; What hath the King reaped by 
all your Fire, which in the Strers of moſt Towns in the Nation bath 
been kindled * And this you have pretended, that it hath been done 
in your joy for the King, though nothing bur fin and iniquity, vanity 
and prophaneſs hath been broughe forth by you, that the Nation hath 
been on a flame with wildneſs and madneſs in the exerciſe of theſe 
things > What doth the King reap by all your Pride which you deck 
your ſelves withall « Doth he profit any thing by all your Ribbogds that 
you hang about you ? or your Feathers that flie about your Hats? or 
Gold or Silver Lace 2 Is there any ſervice done to the Xing inſerting 
up your long Poles in your Towns, and call them <Hay-Foles-? or 
doth the X.ng reap any thing by your Piping, and-Fidling,. and Dan- 
Cing about them ? or your Driaking, or Singing,: or Shouting> have 
you not laid the Kings Name at the bottom of all this dire and -mire-that 
ſtinks, and is ſo odioys to all ſober People ? what have you expreſſed in 
all this, either to the King or Kingdom? orwhat have yoy doge ? or 
where ? or to whom ftands your. ſervice?; Nothing bus your: folly 
have you manifeſted, neither fearing God, ; gor. bonowring the King 
Therefore bis ſtrength doth not os -yous Neither is his faker Ry 
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ſach a people, neither any way ſerviceable to him, and what fruit he hath 
reaped by-yonr doings he-may weltuhderſtandy for that which hath of 
late been praRiſcd iti Eu#dx2d, is hot the way either to make a King 

happy, 6r a Kingdow' bleſſed, buc'diverrs the Lords mercies from both, 

and draws down wrath and indignation upon King and Kingdomy and it 

may be read in' the- $eriprures of Truth what hath made Kings happy, 
and Kingdoms bleſſed, and what hath brought ruineand deſolationupon 
them for when the Lord, was feared, and King'and Peopledid' that 
which was- right in his fight, they were happy and bleſſed; but-when 
they deparred from Him, and didirhar which was evil, heneicherſpared 
King n6r- People ; atd- fo hath the Lord always recompenced both King 
and Peoploinall Age$and Generarions, according ro the Fruits of their 
doings z. fot he that'hath all Power in his hand, :and who ruteth over all 
the Kingdoms of the'World, and/ whoſe they are, he pulls down, aad 
he ſers up, and he alone hath che Key to openand ſhar, and all that fear 
him, and! work righteouſneſs, are accepted of him, and there is no re- 
ſpe& of $erſons with-him, and in the exerciſe of Righteouſneſs, Truch 
2nd Holineſs Kings are happy, atid-Kingdoms bleſſed ; bur in the exer- 
ciſe of wickedneſs aid prophaneſs, Kings and Governours will fall, and 
Kingdoms will be broughr into defolation, andrhis Generation hath an 
evident Teſtimony of it, and miy'read itinthe experience yz how hath 
the Lords Arm been exerciſed in his Work, how tath he-pulled down 
one, and' ſet up another wirhin theſe few years paſt 2 becanle he was nor 
regarded, 'hot the craft which he repoſed in them performed; therefore 
cid he ſtftach forth his'Arm, and'at'one blow laid them in the duſt y for 
they were unfairhfu}, Wnd'when they had power to do good they did ir 
not, though the Lord did require'it4 'but always proved ſelf-ſeekers, and 
men pleaſers, and waxed' high and lifced' up, and then ſtood exalted, 
and grew- into thoſe things which they deſtroyed in others, and ſo tuine 
and deſol}ation'in this Nation hath been felt chorow all fair ſhews and large 
pretences' that have-been/ nizde fromſuch as have been in Power, who 
never performed their Vows'uricothe Lord, nor what they promiſed in 
the day.of renderneſs 4/ yer there'is a remnanc [that God hath preſerved 
in uprightat(s, who have walked in' Gods fear,” and have waited upon 
him , and thorow all theſe changes they have leamed” righteouſneſs, 
though. mulritudes 'inithe” Nation there yer be of whom ir catihot be ſo 
{4i@, bur- ſtill abide inthe vanity,'and have thorow all cheſe'thanges 
waited: for a day in whichthey might have an opportunity to ſarisfie their 
heatts/luſR, which 'nowis brokeh torth'; buryou are all co bereproved, 
and without reſpe@6f perſors:yow are hereby reproved and teſtified a- 

gairſt,-and alſo warned fromthe Lotd/God tv ceaſe from your evil, for 
there is 0 profic init, encher eo theKing, che Kingdom, or your ſelves; 

for you'ar6our of all: Thurh, and 'from' the Spirits manifeſtacion: thar is 

giveri/to/ profit withh}}; 'and-ſo:yor tarinto ercors}cand do notknow the 

Scriptores { nor-the Flower of Gay” Oh ! fooliſh people and unwiſe, 
W hat will you do iti:the end bf: theſe things >| who'are departed from! 
the Lord, :xtid erred from hiFSpitir;' and from the Scriptures of Tturh', 
Wha 'Carimand or Extinple'have'yon in'the Sctiprures for your do- 

ings: Do you find in the Scriptiites;ttar the Chriſtians ever praRiſed . uch 

things 
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chings 24 you do under any /pretence wharſoever 2 -Can you ſhey it in any 
Chaprer "xr Verſe, roy Chriſtians ran-into exceſs, drinking of 
Healtchs, and-throwing down their Hats, -and kneeling upon their, Knees 
to do ir; or/thar they were hung about with Ribbonds, and their Hars 
prick'd abour\ with Fathers, and making Fires iagkeir Streets, and call- 
ed: ctheny Bon- fires, ant] ſet up long-Poles in their; Towns, and called 
them: May+poles, and then Piped and Danced, Drinking and Singing, 
zad''$hogrmg and Sporting; iggvildneſs and madaels about chem * is thus 
che. Chriſtian ſtate, orwhatis TChriſtians praiſe, and what is their way 
they walk. in? You have loſt your: underſtandings;; and Sencesare be- 
nemmed' with! the cuſtorn/of fin, chat you are ;in-the fair Countrey a- 
mongft the Heathen, and owing downunto their gods, and worſhiping 
4tmongſt 'theit Groves arid Graven Images, and yet bear the name ot 
Chriftians, / and can go'to;your named.Church, and your profeſſed wor- 
ſhip, and hedr your Man+made' Miniſter, and. can obſerve all:the Tra- 
ditions, and ' bow to every: Ceremonythad Man hatch ſet vp, and ſo you 
have profeſſed Chriſtianity many Years z but dotb mot the Raort of a 
Chriſtian bring forth berter Fruits ehan yours? Youſhame your Religion 
and your Miniſtry, who, -have been'thus-long learning of them, and 
they reaching of you day after day, and year after:year, and you are but 
where you begun, it not: worſe many of you, | you-jnight have learned 
berter things: by all this-reaching that you have hadg you mightnor have 
been ſo ignorant of Truth and-Righteouſneſs, if your Miniſters were of 
God, and placed amongſt:you by tus Power, if you had been ſobermen, 
and walked :in-Gods fear,' you' might: have learned more Righteoutneſs 
in theſe Years paſt, in which ſome of you have beca excrciſed, :and 
might have been (ufficieatly humbled/ had you minded the: Lord and his 
work; but you makeit appear; :that you have norlearned Righteouſneſs, 
whoſe lives. are wrapped up in fin and wickedneſs, 'and ſorke Heathen 
ſtate abides, from which Root all theſe evils#pting; inal{ rhisrime of 
reaching you might have learned more modeſty ard fobrietyy1and have 
broughe torth: ſome Fruit thar alight have made your Miniſteryhinod- 
rable, and adorned your profeſſion. with ſomething o5cholineſs; but! you 
bave loſt the ſavour of all godlineſs, and degenerared-into all manitzer- of 
wickedneſs, and in your doings may.your'Mimifters behold the Frair 6f 
their labonry'ro ſee you who-are their conſtant heaterg3:filling rhe Pbwn 
Streets, and ſpenging your time in Drinking and Skouting, Piping acid 
Dancing, as in many places of this' Narion-thetetisevident Teſtimony 
from your own'praRtiſe this will fall upon:the:Tranlprefſors, and Gods 
witneſs in-yont Conſcience will rife againſt you; andcondemn you Who 
are guilty of theſe evils, and it will 'cteat :and juſtifie rhe innoceriraid 
harmleſs, who:have witked fobaly-id Gods feary fo thar' }coGi11/1 
upon'whom-itis due, and it wilt paſs over the heady of allobee People, 
and Gods witneſs in: thyConſcientevfevery:one,>wiſl eirher 3ecuſe dr 
excuſe in- the particular, !that all; People. i che Nation may truly ſee 
whether! their-hands of Keats have teda:johned tntothe evils thithave 
been'aQcd/ and! broughc'forch: by nwty,, o-whither'6hdy Rnd Þ]iKt in 
themſe]ves as before the Lord; ſo will the guilty be condemned; ail the 
Tanocent ſer free ; and ſo whether Prieſt or People, Old or Young, you 
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all ſee ſelves, and what lies gpon'you ing thoſe evils 
that are etc teſtified againſt; for where the Prieft is guilty, Gods wit- 
neſs will not ſpare him, or where the Rich and Mighty are gilty, ic will 
not ſpare them for it reſpeRs neicher Perſon nor Title, but gives true 
Judgment againſt every Tranſgreſſor, according to his Deeds: There- 
fore all Miniſters of England ſearch your Hearts ; for there is nor 
that Gods witneſs will clear, who had neither your heart 

tor your hand joyned in theſe great and gying fins, either by promoting 
of | beef and appearing with them, oftecretly ing or counte- 


nancing the praQiſe ot them, that {o there was not like to be a reproof 


| given by you to ſtop them, when you was like-minded with them, and 
joyned with-conſent either openly or fecretly y ſo the Scripture is fulfil- 
led, like People like Prieſt, and for this hath the Lord a Controverfie 
with you, becauſe you have ſtrengthened the hands of evil-doers, and 
hach not reproved fin in the Gate therefore is the Lords hand againſt 
you, and he is rendring your covering from off you, and he will leave 
you in the ſhame of your own .nakedne(s, and make you a hiffing to all 
that paſs by; for you are deceitful workers, and your fruits make you 
maniſeſt. you are fair ſayers, but evil doers, you love evil more than 
good, and pleaſuremore than God, and ſuch Examples are you amongtt 
the People, the Viſion is ceaſed from you,” andnight is come upon you, 
that you have no anſwer of God, therefore you profit nor the People 
at all, but deceive them by your lies and flatteries, and cry Peace unto 
them, when they are daily exercited in works of Darknefs, you have 
been weighed and truly tryed in the Spirit of Truth, and by the Scri- 
ptures of Truth, and you are found wanting z for the Life of Truth 
you are not in, nor the Life of Scriptures you donor live, the day hath 
declared you, your works are-tried z' I do not mention theſe things to 
upbraid you, for that is not my lifes but in pity to you, and all thac 
are led by you, and live with you, 1 am conſtrained to warn you all co 
forſake the evil and chuſe the good, to lgve mercy do juſtly, and walk 
humbly wich God, and turn to the Lord God his Power to feel ; come 
within, ſearch there, ſee. your way, covſider your doings, ſtand till, 
hear Gods Voice, -obey his Council, that what is palt may ſuffice, for 
there is no Profit in-your doings, . aor any ſervice in your labour ; bur 
inſtead of Wheat, Tares ſpring forth, and inſtead of Barley, Thiſtles 
grow, and this is the Fruitof your labour, and the end of your Harveſt, 
Therefore Prieſt and People, High and Low, Rich and Poor, conſider 
your ſtates; for the Ground is, known by the Crop that it brings forth, 
and the Tree is known by its Fruit, and now the Ax is laid unto the Roor, 
and the Tree that brings not forth good Fruit, it muſt fall by the ſtroke, 
and the fire is its Place ; this Tree is in your ſelves, the ſavour of your 
Fraic doth plainly. declare it, the Ax is laid, the ſtroke is near you, and 
God will not ſpare. you 'of what. Degree ſoever you are, but by his 
hand you muſt fall, if you goonin your own wickedneſs ; and now you 
are all warned, and I am cleared before the Lord concerniog you, and 
whether you bear or forbear , the Alarm is true in the day you ſhall 
know it, | | 
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Unto thee, Þ King, a Meſlage af lovel have, and from the Lord ic 
is laid upon me, and in faithfulneſs tro him I muſt declare ity Incline thy 
Ei1r with meekneſs, and let Patience be thy covering ;- tor the Lord 
God is Mighty, and his Preſence is dreadtul, he it is that opens my 
Heart, and direts my Speech unto thee truſt chou in God, O King, and 
delight thy Heart in him alone,that he may be the length of chy-days,and 
the ſtrength of thy lifes for thou art bur a morcal man. and can{tnat ſtand 
without the Lords upholding, thy life is in his hand, and thy Dominion 
in his Power ; for he gives and t1kes at his Pleaſure, he hath placed thee 
in Dignicy, and hath given thee Power over Three Nations, and thy 
Dominion extendech thorow Three Kingdoms, in which there is agrear 
and mighty People, and they are variouſly affeed-in [udgment,, the 
Eyes of all are upon thee, and great are the ExpeRations of many z 
therefore wait thou upon God, O Kins, and joya unto the Principle of 
life, and unto it always reſort tor Councel, that thou mayſt goin and 
out before ſo great and mighty a People, and miniſter true Fudgmene 
unto every one in their. preſent ſtate, ſo will thy way proſper, and thou 
wilt be happyz for God hath for a rime proved thee and thy Patience, 
and now hath brought thee into Dignity, and he expeRts truit from t!:ce; 
he tried many before thee, who had Pawer to do good z 'and made large 
Promiſes, but they negle&ed, and did not aniwer the Lord intairhful- 
neſs; fo their day ſuddenly paſſed over, and he cur them off, and [id 
them waſt, and they are no moreg And now it is thy day, Power thou 
haſt; and God expeQs thy faithtulneſs, wait to perform unto the Lord 
that what others careleſly negleRed, and for which cauſe they were 
over- turned, thou mayſt in this thy day fulfil: Theretore be circumſpec, 
O King, for the matter is weighty, and joyn -to the Principle of God 
which is Pure, and it will lead thee into Gods Pure Counci}, and unite 
thee ro him and all that fear him, which can only make thee happy, and 
this will be ſtrength unto thee, and ſafety for thee, upon which1t tho 
layſt hold, thou doſt well, for if thou cleave unto the Lord, and w:ic 
upon him in uprightne!s, he will not forſake thee, but will be wiſdom to 
thce, in which chou wilt be able ro order the People ariyhr, and to place 
trne Tadgment in the Earth, that it wiltrun down like a Stream from 
the true Fountain, 38d divide betwixr the Precious and Prophare, and 
here will every Soul be (ubjeR to thy Power, not only for fear, hut alſo 
but alto for Conſcience ſakez and in thy Government the Righteous 
will rejoyce, 28 in the Power of God thou ſtandſt to be a Praiſe unto the 
g00d, and a Terrour unto theevil, and 1athis thou wiltbe happy, and 
why way will proſper : But it chou erre from the lord, and departfrom 
his Coonc1}, 2nd hearken nnto men, and place thy confidence in their 
ſtrengrh, thou wilt not proſper z f6+ that hach been the tall of-thany, 
who never could riſeagain, when they placed confidence in mens/Goun- 
cels and ſtrength, and regarded not the counce] of 'the Lord 3; therefore 
in love is this Meſſage unto thee, O King z and this is the Wayrin which 
thou arr to walk, be ſtaied upon the Lord; and wait his Witgori co re- 
ceive, tht thou mayſt truly uhderſtand the ſtate of the People-over 
'whom thou art placed, and ſtnive not to pleaſe Parties, burmiviſter'a 
meaſure of true Fudgment unto all,- chou haft'the'Sword in'thy Hand, 

Wait 
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wait to be a Miniſter of God for good, break off che bogds of opprefii- 
on of what Nature ſoever, undo all heavy burdens wich tender Con- 
ſciences cannot bear z give true freedom in the praQiſe of Religion, ler 
none be compelled to worſhip in any form contrary to cheir freedom, mix 
not thy Power with the Lord in ſuch things, leave his own work to him, 
that what pertains to the Conſcience he may order, for heis the Sear- 
cher, and knows ſecrets, and it belongs to him j Break off every Yoke 
chat doth oppreſs the Innocent, ler all torcing and compelling, and ſaing 

of thoſe that are tender, and cannot for Conſcience ſake conform to 
thing out of the Truth, be wholly removed, that in matter of Worſhip 
the tender Conſcience may not any way be entangled, who in other 
things live peaceably and quietly under the Government ; theſe, with 
many other things the Lord requires of thee, which unto thee belongs, 
and which thou art to ſee effeually done 3 ſor the Lord will redeem his 
Choſen, and others have had their way to haye done it, but were care- 
leſs, and the Lord hath ſmitcen them, and blaſted them, and now thou 
haſt thy day and Power to perfortn it, be diligentto obey the Lord, that 
he that hath ſer thee upto ty thee, may not have cauſe to pull thee downy 
for at his pleaſure he can do it, it thou be nor careful co perform up- 
rightly what he requires of thee z and do thou ſhew mercy untoall, and 
ſeek not revenge upon any, though thou maſt apprehend much wrong 
hath been done, yet do thou forgive it; for it could not have come to 
paſs but in the permiſſion of God lo do thou leave it to him, that he 
may judge who judges righteouſly, and truly gives a juſt recompence of 
reward unto every man and ſo ſhew thy ſelf merciful, as God hath 
ſhewed mercy unto thee, thatin love a perfe@ unity of Hearts may be a- 
mongſt all People under thy Government, and this will make thee truly 
honourable and happy, and give thee the necks of all thine Enemies un- 
der thee, and peace within the borders will abound, and all the people 
will be towa:ds thee unfcignedly 3 therefore be (ingle to the Lord, O 
King, and encline thine Ear to his Council, that his pure light in thy Con- 
ſcience may be thy guide, and that the power thereof chou mayſt ſubmit 
unto, which will keep thee in a clear underſtanding, and give thee a crue 
diſcerning, both of thy own ſtate, and the ſtate of rhe people over whom 
thon art placed ; as thon waitſt the light to obey and abide in, thou 
wilt be able ro ſearchinto deep matters and. ſecret cauſes, -and to miniſter 
tru2 judgment with a pure underſtanding: 'And be render over a poor 
and afflited people, who travel within thy Dominions , and Preach 
Peace thorow the Nations, who amongſt the many Names; havea Name 
given by the World, and are by the People thereof called 2uakzrs, they 
arebornof the Royal Seed, and the Lord is their God, and he hath cho- 
ſen them to be his People in Righteouſneſs, their delight. is to do his Will, 
and to be ſubjeR unto his Power, Mercy and Truth they love, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Peace and true Fuſtice their Heart deſires, many have oppreſſed 
them, but few have been mindful of them to ſhew them any tayour ; 
they have been a ſaffering People thorow times and changes, and have 
endured and born afflition in patience, the, love of God is manifeſt in 
them,and a willing people they are made unto him, for his love conſtrains 
and draws them atter him, and they are freely given up unto him, yo 
| | . are 


150, An Alarm bear in the Holy Bountain. 55 


dare not deny him, though all People ſhould ſer themſelves againſt them, 
ler thy care be over them 3 for they are the Flock of God, arid the Apple 
of his Eye; and if thou ſhew favour and loveunto them, atid rake off 
the burdens and all the Yokes from of them, the Lord will bleſs chee 
but it thou ſlight chem,and have nox regard unto themzbut ſuffer the Op- 
preſſors ſtills ro opprefs them,and continue theYoke upon them and make 
thy loyns as heavy as others have been before thee z he that hath (et thee 
up and' placed thee, he will pull thee down and remove thee, and there 
will be none found to uphold thee z this is weighty, O King, conſider 
it in coolneſs. 

Beware of men, and of their Councils z for there is much deceit, and 
many will work upon theee for their ends, that they may come into ho- 
nour and dignity, many ſach thou wilt find near thee. 

There is a People that have not ſwerved from thee, but have ſuffered 
under the power of others for thy ſake, theſe will come near thee, and 
there is ſome cauſe that thou ſhouldſt ſhew reſpeR untoihem ; but be- 
ware thou giveſt not thy ſtrength unto them; for many of them are after 
vanity. which the Lord is not pleaſed with therefore caſt not thy («If 
upon them, left thou fall'ſt into their hand, 

There is another ſort of people, who have not been faithful to 
any cauſe, but have fought themſelves thorow all thrhe Revolutions 

'\at have come to paſs, who ſtood againſt thee in the day when others 

{ ſtrevgth and power, and now appear for thee, and ſhew them- 

-e5 to be great friends to thee; caſt not thy ſelt upon ſuch a Peo- 

. ſor they will betray thee, and if thou lean upon them, they will ler 

© tall, 

. When things are ſcarched to the bottom, thy way is a ſtreight way, O 
{ug, and none can uphold thee ia it but the Lord alone ; therefore catt 
:hy (elf upon him, place thy confidence in him, and walk thou in his 
texr, and in uprightneſs before him, and he will be ſtrength unto thee, 
and fatery for t. ee; fo in the Lord, and in his People, whom he hath 
choſen from amongſt the many People, thy ſtrength and fafeſy is, O King, 
hither curn, come tru't and believe in the Javiſible, Life and Power 
is in him, Dominion and Victory he gives at his Pleaſure, not by Sword 
nor Spear, but inthe might of his owa Spirit, which ia this day he hath 
abundantly made manifeſt, and by which his choſen People are guided, 
which is their ſtrength and Life, their Joy and Salvation ; if thou 
wouldſt have ſtrength, turn in hicher, it chou wouldſt be ſafe, lay hold, 
come, here caſt thy ſelf, and place thy confidence , and though neither 
Swo:d nor Spear, nor Hoſt of Men appear to be on thy fide, the Prayers 
of the Righteous ſhall appear tor thee, who hath acceſs co che Throne 
of Grace; and as thou haſt faith ja this, though ic may ſeem weak, 
yer thou ſhalt know that it is ſtronger than all Weapons of War, to 
give the Victory, and eſtabliſh thee, and the Kingdom , in perfe&R 
Peace, | 

Ler the Cry of the Innocent come before thee; and let their Cauſe be 
conſidered by thee, who ſuffer in Bonds this day within thy Dominions, 
for no other Cauſe but for Conſcience lake, reach forth relief unto them, 
free them and releaſe them by thy Order, O King z ſo will thy Name be 
a ſweet ſavour, and God will be with thee, and bleſs thee, and Happy 

wait 


.. 
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Wilt chou be for ever, if thou enclioe, thine £ar.co the Lords Counſel, 
19d perform what he requires of, thee in upr;ghineſs of Heart. Ia 

ubmiffion to the Power of God, is this Meſſage of love ;vritten unco 
thee, O King. 


By ove who troly hononrs the Lord, and thee in the Lord, 


WILLIAM SMITH, 


This was writen in the 
Year 1660, 


THE END, 


—" A” _—_—- T— nt. A 
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THE 
\d F 
Gods Power in Man, 


WITH 


Something that the Spirit of Truth leads to 
practiſe, and what it leads to deny. 


Given forth in love to the Seed that yet lies in 
Bondage under the Works of darkneſs, that all who are 
profeſling God and Chriſt in words, and obſerving forms 
out of the power,may behold the. Work of the power, and 
that ſuch amongſt them who breath after God, may be in- 
formed into the right way, and come into unity and fel- 


lowihip with the Saints in Light, who in the power inherit 
the Blefling. 


The way of God is not as the way of Man : Therefore let all con- 
ftder their way. 


WILLIAM SMITH. 


AN being fallen and degenerated from the Life and Power 
of God in which he was created good, he is become an evil. 
- - worker, filled with cvil Thoughts, Words and Deeds, his 
Heart 8nd Mind naclean, defiled and polluted z- his Soul bur- 
dened, opppreſled and afflited z and here Man lies: in the 
mire of uncleanneſs, and there is not a whole part in him, but whereſoever 
he lieth down, he defiles himſelf z and yet in this Rate he wauld:be compre- 
heading God and Chriſt, and in his fallen wiſdom would gbe 
benefits of Chriſt for his comfort and ſatisfaRion 5: not at all conGider- 
ing that he is alienated from God by evil works, Id 
Ooo 0 
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of God in-himſelf by which the evil works are deſtroyed , for of a truth 
Men-muſt-be-changed by-the power of Gedy it ever he-come to be traly 
happy z that Nature muſt be killed which is alive, and that muſt be quick- 
ned and raiſed which is in Death, or Mati cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
God; thereforeall ye that profeſs God and Chriſt, and Chriſtianity, and are 
not yet changed into, tare -of thapwhich ye do profeſs ; confider ſeri- 
ouſly this\ſhort TeſtimonWunto the Power of God, and the work of it in 
Man, * 4. £ by E-* 
-x. There is a time in which God viſiteth the Sons and Daughters of Menz 
for he beh61ds all peop!Efr the fall ont-of the right way, and his tender 
compaſſion moveth, and his love openeth, and with the light of his li'e he 
lets Man ſee the evil of his doings for it is a certain truth, that the love of 


God is wry 5 Fr Man ig the light, which dqth diſcover his fin, and.that 
Vrhe 


is the.day.of ation, wherein.Gog is willing to make known his loving 
kindneſs gnto-Man, he ſends his only begotten Son, who is the true Light, 
that all in him might believe, and all by him might come to life ; and ſeeing 
that Man cannot hide any thing ſo ſecretly, thenlet him believe that it is of 
God which (o diſcovers his ſecret intents ; for it is God that ſearcheth the 
Heatt, and there is rot another ,way that leadeth unto life, but the lighe 
which from the lite is made manifeſt ; for Chriſt is the'Light, the Way, the 
Truth and the Life an all other ways lead.from the Truth and from the 
Lifez and whoſoever rejeRts the Light, they reje& the Love of God, the 
way to God, and the Truth of, God, and fo rejzRs Ciiiſt by. whom they 
ſhould come to God z For Chriſt isthe way to God, and there is not another, 
and his 'Light is manifeſt trom the Love and Lite, to convince every man that 
in fin abideth. And this is the time ot convincing. 

2. Thereis atime when man comes (o to be (mitten by the _ of Chriſt 
in his Conſcience, as that he is brought to ſtand ſtil and confider his way, 
and withthe Light he comes to. ſee:the evil of his Doings, and there he Feels 
the Light tobe a Witneſs againſt him, and a Reprover of him, and fo comes 
to be made _ſcnfible of his own wretchedneſs and _mileryz and to. Feel the 
burden lie apon him, and thie'fin every ' way ro beſet. him; and the cry riſes 
in him, Who [Hall deliver me from the bedy of fin and death > Then he begins to 
look who ſhall appear for him, and help him in his diſtreſs, and who ſhall de» 
liver: him out of the trouble and aMiQtion wherein'he liesz his finis now his 
burdens and that which he hath had pleaſure in, is loathſom to him, and he 
groans under the weight of it, and travels in pain in the {ence of great op- 
preffians and kere he is compaſſcd about with grief, trouble aud ſorrow, all 
his fins come up in order before him, and the Light of Chriſt ſtands a Witneſs 
againſt him, and executes judgment upon him, and he knows not which way 
tolook Foricomfort, he Feels the Hand of God correRing him, an@rhe ſtripes 
to Fall: apots-hin; and which way ſoever he would eſcape, hejispurſaed ; 
Peace he'caunot come unto, Reſt he” cannot find; and ſo is made willing ro 
Fall jnto'the! Hand of God;' ſeeing tharall his own ſtrengrh cannor help himy 
and withour Chriſt- appear for: his Redemprion, he is miſerable forever, and 
fo the-Candle of the Lord being lighted in-man, 'he comes to ſee every cor- 
ner of hisi\own Houſe; and all fecrerthings that have been wrought and aQ- 
ed in. darkneſs, they 'all:come into higview, and there man ſees mimſelf de 
filed, pollured and unclean, and ſeesrhat no unclean thing can enter into the 
Kingdom' of God ; and-ſg'he begins 'to abhor himſelf, and come to Repen« 

. tance 


. 
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tance for all the evil that he hath. done, and the figcharhe hath committed, 
and begins to wait in the light to receive power overhiscorruptions, and (@ 
comes to hearken to the. voice which reptoves hini;-which is the voice of 
Chriſt, and begins to regard when reptoof' comes, and-chere his Heart comes 
to be touched with the power of Chriſt, and with the;/power is turned from 
the evil unto the good : 4nd: this is thetime of Converſion,  ;/ | 
3. There is a time when the Powerworks Redemption, by drawing: and 
leading man oat of the fin; and ſo he comes to forſake theevil of his own 
way, and the devices of his own Heart, - and begins to:Feel the power work- 
jog in him, and redeeming him ont of thoſe things wherein he hath/lived, to 
himſelf and Deaths ſhadowbegins to be broken, and the life begins to riſe * 
and come up into ſome liberty, and then man knows his Redeemer lives, 3, 
and the Power gives him Eaſe where he hath been Burdened, and-ſets him 


Free where he. hath been Captivated, and fo the Power helps him where he 


cannot help. himſelf, and delivcrs him where he cannor deliver himſelf, and 
thaPower ſtrikes over that Nature in judgment, in which fin is conceived and 
nouriſhed , and ſo makes man conformable to the Death of Chriſt , and 
briags him into Fellowſhip with his Sufferings,” and fo he is made-one with 
Chriſt in his Death and Sufferings, by which he comes to the vertue of his 
Reſurrection; and there.;his Death and Sufferings are known, by p:iſing 
through the ſame in the. Work of the Power, by which Power Redemption 
is wrought out. of that Nature which 1s evil, into that Nature which is good ; 
and (o Man comes to be Redeemed up to God by the Work of his Power, 
and. enters into the Power, where he receives ttne Faith, and by Faith in the 
Power he obtains victory over the fin which hath been his burden, and by the 
Power he bezins to riſe inthe Immortal Seed, and there Feels Chriſt to be 
the; Reſurre&ipn and the Lite, and by bis ReſurreRtion and Life man is Re- 
deemed out,of. Death, and is:made a partaker of the Riches of his Grace, in 
which all the benefits come to be witneſſed, to the comfort and ſatisfaQion of 
the Soul z and fo Chriſt's made Redemption unto all that in his Power be- 
lieve, And this is thetime of -Redemprion. 
. 4. There i. atime when: the Power works Salyation, in ſaving from the 
fia our of which it Redeemech: For Chriſt is the Power of God to Salwation x 
and by his Power he rebuketh. Tempt+:tion, fo that when Tempration would 
draw the mind into thoſe things again 0ut.ot which theres Redemption, then 
the Faith ſtanding in the Power, and the Eye looking unto Chrift by Faith, 
he appears. to ſave from the.fin which the Terptation wou'derawinto; and 
hete Chriſt is felt tobe a Sayipur thar ſaves his People from their fins, (mark) 
Saves his People from. their. fins; for they are his People char are Redeemed 
by | im., And though there be a liableneſs to Temprarion atter Redemption 
be witneſſed, yet abiding in'the Power, they are his/Pcople, and he is their 
Salvation, and ſo he keeps: them by his. mighty Power through Faith, he 
keeps them,, gut of the, evil, and: keeps them in-the good; and ſo he 
that believes 1s ſav<d, -hegdoth not enter into Temptations, though. Tempra- 
tions may be preſegted x0 him, but+is kept and ſaved by the Power 3/1or as 
Recempriqn. draweth outoof the fin, fo doth Salvation ſave fromthe fin, and 
yet the (ame. Power; for it is not onething that Redeerws, and another thing 
tbat Saves, but it. is che; Bower which worketh effeQually in both and-(o 
cont a Redeemer, and,Chriſt a Saviqur,: and they «hat are ſaved'by: ym, 
hey rcjoyce in his Salvationztor-he brings Salvationinthe Creatures weakne!s; 
| and 
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and this is his Salvation, wrought by the Arm of his Power ; -for if People 
do not Feel Chriſt to be nearer to them for Redemption and Salvation, then 
where they apprehend him to be withoue them, they cannot feel the joy of 


his Salvation ; for Temprations ate within, and if Chriſt be noe there alſoto - 


rebuke them, and- ſave from them, there is no man can prevail by his owh 
ſtrengthz bur where the mind joyns to his Pawer within, and ſtands in his 
Power, 'there is Eternal Salvation obtained. And this is the time of Sal- 
- vation. | 

5. There is a time when che Power works Regeneration ; for having con- 
verted, redeemed and ſaved, it hath a free courſe in man, and works effect 
ally for che changing and renewing of him, triking over all the old Natore, 
and the Deeds of it, and crucifies them down into the Death, and biries 
them in the Baptiſm of Sufferings, where man becomes a dying man, dyes 
to the World, dyes to his Will, his Wiſdom, his Apprehenfions and Con- 
ceivingsz and the Power crucifies man unto all, and all anto man z and he 
paſſeth through Death in the operation of the Power z for the Power paſſeth 
through the whole man, killiag the Luſts, burning the Chaff, conſuming the 
Droſs, and diſſolving the Earth, and raiferh man out of the Earthly Habi- 
rations, and ſo cuts off rhe Seed of the evil-doer, and takes away the ſin; 
and there the firſt Adm dyes, and the ſecond Adamriſes, and bringethup 
the Immortal Soul in his Handy and then all chings are made new by the 
Work of the Power, and a new Birth is Botn, which hath a new Hearr, 
Mind and Tongue, from which proceedeth new Thoughts, Words and 
Deeds; for behold, the Work of the Power maketh all things new, and ſo 
man cometh to be regenerated and born again of Incorruptible Seed, which 
is a Myſtery to all appichenders and conceivers he dyes to ſelf, and receives 
a new life in Chriſt, and hath a New Name given him, which no Man 
can read but he that hath ir, And this is the time of Regeneration, 

6, There is a time when the Power worketh SanRtifcation, by cleanſing 
all that out of man which hath defiled him z for the Fire conſames, bur the 
Water cleanſes, and ſo purgeth the Conſcience, and purifieth the Heart, and 
maketh man clean within for Chriſt prepareth che Soul as a Bride for her 
Husband, ſending ferth his pure Water to waſh away all ſpots and ſtains, and 
ſo purs on the Garment of his Righteouſgeſs, and in the life of his own &$igh- 
teouſneſs he beholdeth che Soul, and is in love withit, and ſo marrierh ir to 
himſelf in a perpetual Covenant never to be broken; then be that [anifieth, 
and they that axe ſanttified, are all of one, Mercy and Trath is met , Righ- 
teon[r.eſs and Peace kiffeth each other z and here man is made the Righteouſneſs of 
God in Chriſt, and fo is rigbteons even as be is riehteousy for itis Chriſt that 
now liveth in man, and is made righteouſneſs unto man, in which righteouſ- 
neſs the Saints are approved and accepted of God: Oh! let not any grow 
wiſeby apprehenſion, for I am not anſwering that part, my love is to the Secd, 
and my Heart is broken in the ſence of what I now writez bur 1am noc to 
write much concerning theſe Myſteries, leſt any ſhould rake them up, and ſay it 
is done:- But ler all know, That #his 3s the time of Santtification.” 

7. There isatime when the Pow.r Worketh Juſtification, having brought 
man unto God, and made him acceptable uato God, he is then juſtificd be- 
before God, for he is married unto Chriſt, and-is one with Chriſt; 'a»u4 iz 
Clysft Feſus there is ns Condemnation, and if no condemnation, then juſtifi- 
cation; for that which is condemned, is nor juſtified z neither is tbat which 
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is juſtified, condemned, but that which is ſanQtified, is juſtified : For Man in 
the firſt Adam cannot be juſtified, but in the ſecond Adm he is ſanRified, ac- 
cepted and juſtified, and in hislife man inherits the Peace, and the Joy, and 
the Blefſing. And this is the time of Juſtification. 

Now as this Work is wrought in man by the Power of God, hecomes eg 
enjoy the fuleſs of Truth which is in God, for God is Truth in Fulneſs; and 
the Spirit of Truth and as the Truth is received in the Spirir's manifeſtatign, 
ſo the mind is conſtrained into obedience, and the Spirit being anſwered in 
obedience, it leadeth up into a larger meaſure of the tulneſs, and by degrees 
it bringeth into the fulneſs, for the Spirit of Truth leadeth into all Truth, 
(mark ) into all Truth; and being all, there is nothing wanting, which being 
attained in the leadings of the Spirit, the Soul comes into everlaſting Reſt in 
God: And fo by the leadings of the Spirit there is a growth in the Truth, and 
a paſſing on from one degree to another, until the fulneſs be en Jjoyed, and all 
are tomind the meaſure of Truth in which they ſtand, and to anſwer the mo- 
vings and leadings of the Spirit,that in the Truth they may grow and proſper 
for as the Truth is lived in according to meaſure, there is a growth to be felt 
and witneſſed in it, a growth in underſtanding, growing up trom Children to 
young men, and from young men to ancients, and (ſo in underſtanding come 
to be men, not by apprehenſion and conceiving, but by revelation and poſ- 
ſeffion z and as the growth comes to betelt in the Truth, (o there is a decay 
of all rhat which is out of the Truth; and that which hath been manifeſted by 
praQtiſe ont of the Truth, that comes to dye ; for as the Root is deſtroyed, ſo 
doth the Branches dye, and then the Truth brancheth forth in its own 
Nature, and manifeſts it ſelf according to its Nature, and that is the principal 
ot all good Works, and the good Works which are wrought and manifeſted 
by it, they are of God, and being of God they are Truth ; for there is nor 
any thing beſides him true: And all good Works that are wrought in him, and 
maniteſted from him, they are approved by him ; and ſothey that have true 
Faith, they have good Works alſo, yea ſuch good Works as may be ſeen of 
men: So that the practiſe in the Truth is theprincipal of Truth, by all thar 
are of the Truth : And though ſomething of ſuch a practiſe may be obſerved 
by ſuch as are out of che Truth, yet that doth not make the praRiſe in the 
Truth to be ever the leſs glorious init ſelf ; for it is the principle that makes 
the practiſe true, and not the practiſe that makes the principle true: Fut 
whete the practiſe of any doth wholly degenerate from the practiſe in the 
Truth, that principle doth Pay manifeſt irs Nature by whart is praiſed, 
and neither principle nor practiſe is true : Bur where the praQtiſe of Truth 
ſtands in the principle of Truth, there is the Nature of the Root manifeſted 
by the ranch, and fo the Tree is good, and the Fruit is good. And will 
not many ſpeak well of the Life of ſuchas live in the praiſe of Truth, and 
yet ſpeak evil of cheir principle, and ſo would make the Fruit good, and the 
the .Tree corrupt, which thing cannot be: For not any thing that is truly 
good, can proceed from that which is evil, as the ground of its conception, 
So if tie lite of ſuch asare guided by the Light, do not anſwer their principle 
in all righteouſneſ., then people might have ſome cauſe to ſay, That their 
principle is deluſton, and they a deluded people, bur if it be (o as their lives 
do ſufficiencly demonſtrate, then let all people acknowledge that their prin- 
ciple is Truth, and that God is their God,. and that they are his People. So 
le ail people conſider their way, and behold what they praiſe; for the 
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Spirt of Truth leads into all Truth, and fo brings forth good Fruit into all 
fullneſs and righteouſneſs of life, and thar life ſprings from the Spirit as from 
its Root, and is made maniteſt as it is the Work of God, and it anſwereth 
the righteous Principle of God in every man ; and that which is manifeſted 
by the Spiric of Truth, and PraRtiſed by thoſe that live in the Truthy and 
alſo what they cannot Praftiſe as being out of the Truth, are theſe things 


togowing, 


r, They Worſhip God in Spirit and Truth z but the evil worſbip they 
cannot obſerve: They bow to the Name of Jeſus, and cannot bow to any 
Eraven Image ; for the Name of Jeſus is their lite, 

2, They livea godly and righteous life, walking in ſobriety, moderation, 
tempergnce, meekneſs, gentleneſs, patience, love, juſticc, mercy aad truth g 
they do unto all men as they would be done by, 

3. They Honour God alone, and Honour all men in the Lord , but they 
cannot give flattering titles unto men, nor reſpe& Perſons in the vain Cuſtoms. 

&. They are conformable unto Chriſt ; bur chey cannot confurm to faſhions 
and traditions they cannot live in the luſt of the fleſh, and thepride of life ; 
they cannot be exceſſive in meats, drinks and apparel ; but what is needful, 
they uſe it in its place, bur cannot uſe any more. 

5. They ſpeak the Words of Truth and Soberneſs , but that which is out 
of the Truth they cannot ſpeak 4 for Tz ro one, is not in the Truth; bur 
Thes to one, is in the Truth; 2nd they {peak it as1t is the Language of the 
Spirit, 

g" Their word is Truth. in what they ſpeak, and they faithfully anſwer 
what they promiſe; but they cannor be bound by Bonds of Men to caule 
them to perform what they may requ re for by their word they are bound to 
perform if they make a Promiſe, tor their word is Truth, 

7. They tcſtifie the Truch when they arerequired but they dare not ſwear 
at all: They love Chriſt, and keep his Commands ; and they cannot anſwer 
what is commanded contrary 3 for all his Commands are rightecus unto them, 
and they chooſe to obey him rather than men, 

8. they love the Lord God and one ancther ; but the wickedneſs of the 
wicked their Souls abhor : They are truly tender ro that which is good in all 3 
but they cannor joy with that which is evil 3 for the good is their Reſt. 


Theſe things, with much more of this Nature, are praiſed by ſuch as 
are led by the Spirit of Truth, and is manifeſted from the Spirit as Fruit of irs 
Nature; znd where it is not fo, the Spirit of Truth doth not lead; and fo 
People pro'eſs Chriſt, but conform to the cuſtoms and faſhions of the Worls, 
which they that are led by the Spirit cannot do ; for the Spirit reacheth them 
to deny all cuſtoms of the World, which are vain: And not only ſo, but 
reacheth them to reſtifie againſt the World, and the Deeds of evil which by 
them are obſerved; and this is good Fruit brought forth from the good Tree, 
and is not like the corrupt Fruit of the corrupt Tree ; and the Tree is known 
by its Fruit; for thereby doth every Tree manifeſt its Nature. 

Now let bim that readeth, underſtand; for this is declared that all may 
believe that Chiiſt is the Power of God, and that the Power of God is in 
man, and that the Power of God .worketh the Work of God ; for you that 
cannot endure to hear of the Light and Power of Chrift within, you will nor 


endure 
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endure to hear of the Light and Power of Chriſt within, you will not endure 
ſound Do&rin, but cry ont againſt ic as the great: ſt deluſion; and you ſay 
your Faith is in Chrift without you, and you believe that by his death he 
hath cone all for you, and by his blood you are juſtified, and by his imputed 


- righteouſne(s you are accepted, Now conſider the gronnd of your Faith, 


who is the Author of ic, and how'was it wrought, ſeeing there is bur one 
true Faith, and ſeeing that true Faith ſtands in the Power of God, and ſee- 
ing Ch:iſt is the Power ot God according to Scripture : Now is your Faith 
within you or without you? it within yon, then Chrift is there alſo ; for he 
is the Author of true Faith; it withouc you, then it cannot purifie your 
Hearts, which is the Work of Faith, for Faith purifies the Heart; aud if 


' you will not have Chriſt within you, then not Faith within you, and then nor 


pure Hearts, and what good coth all your apprehenfions do you, if you can 
not witneſs pure Hearts > They thar are in the unbelief can but lie there: 
And what better are you by your Faith, than they that have no Faith at all - 
For all men have not Faith, This is in tender pity to you, that you 
might once look within, and have regard to that which doth reprove you 3 
for that which cryes Peace when there is no Peace, will not do you any good : 
thar was ever the Vieſlage of the falſe Prophets, to cry Peace to that Nature 
which lived and ruled over the good Sced, and thar never did People any 
good, but became a hindrance to them for following on to know the Lord, 
and they wanted Peace in the latter end; let no ſuch Meflage ſtrengthen you 
where you ate, no; perſwade not your ſelves thereby that you are what you 
are not, for it you do, you do but deceive your ſelyes, and there is no greater 
danger than to grow ſtrong in that part which God will break, and wiſe in 
that patt which Cod will deſtroy, and whoſoever ſtrengthens you in that Na- 
ture, and cryves Peace to you there, they are ſuch as run when God (ends them 
no, and they only pleaſe that life which muſt come to death, 

Friends, the tru. ſt love is in plain dealing, there 15 no deceit in that, but 
the Truth is ſpoken to every ſtate and condition as it is; and though there may 
be a part that like not reproof, yerthe love reacheth to ſomething that lies un- 
der that which is reproved for all People would have love, and M-rcy, and 
Peace, and they Rtart aide when reproof comes, that is, the ſound Dottrin, 
which they will notendure; and though Love, Mercy, and Pe:ce be in God, 
yer the birth of the flelh is nor therein concerned, and therefore t muſt be re- 
proved before the Love, Mercy, and Peace of God be obtained for you that 
talk (o much of Juſtification by Chriſt, whilſt you are not changed and re- 
newed by the work of his Power, you have yet a large journey to go before 
you can come to that place where Juſti'.cation is witneſſed, tor he doth nor 
juſtific any in ſin, though he juſtifie the ungodly; which is a ſentence often 
urged as a proof for juſtification in ungodline(s, and where {uch Dottin is re- 
ceived, it gives the fleſh an occaſion to uſe its liberty ; ſora Man may ſcme. 
times bave been ungodly, and (uch were ſome of you, aith the Apoſtle , 
bur ze are waſheJ, bur ye are ſancified, bur ye are juſtifi:d in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus, arid by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor 6. 11, (Mark) here 
was not juſtification in the ungodlineſs, but here was waſhing and ſangifying, 
and then juſtilying ſuch as had been ungadly, juſtified in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus, ( mark that, ) for Abraham as pertainisg to the fleſh, found no. 
thing, but believing in God, he found the Seed, and his Faith was counted 
unto him for Rizktcouſneſs ; and bezog come to the Righteouſne(s by Faith, 

| the 
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the Reward was reckoned not of Works, and ſoa debt; but it was reckoned 
of Grace, and Abraham was juſtified in the righteouineſs, and not inthe un- 
godlitieſs, and ſo he received the fign of Circumcifion, a Seal ol the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Faith which he had, yer being uncircumciſed, who againſt 


Hope believed in Hope, that ke might become the Father of many Nations, ' 


according to that which was ſpoken, So ſhall thy Seed be ? Therefore to apply 
juſtification by Chriſt whilſt people are tound finners, is ro exclude the Work 
of Chriſt in Man, who appeareth to take away fin, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, and to juſtifie Man in his own righteouſneſs ; for in no other 
thing can Man ſtand juſtified before.God who is righteous, and this is a Truth 
will ſtand for ever. And they go on too faſt that would be juſtified before 


the ſubmit co reproof z for Chriſt mult be received as he is a reprover, before 


any can know him as a juſtifier, and ſo man being filled with his appre- 
henſions, he-is vainly putt up with his fleſhly mind, and knows nothing con- 
cerning Chriſt as he'ought ro know z for People in thar ſtate are too high, 
their apprchenſions of juſtification lite them up, and they will not ſtoop nor 
bow to ſuch a low degree as to reprcof, theyre too wiſe in their own Eyes 
by their apprehenſions, and filled :00 full with their own conceivings, and ſo 
loſes the ſenſe of Hunger and Thriſt after Chriſt, and that which thould live 
by him, is in want of him for where can any come to feed upon Chriſt, if 
they find him not within them £ How can they eat his fleſh, and drigk his 
blood, if he be not within them? And can any have litein him, if they do 
not eat his fleſh and drink his blood ? Or can any ear that fleth that was cruci- 
fied in times paſt, and drink that blood which was ſhed, as it is fleſh and blood 
without them 2 Nay, nay, there muſt be a nearer Communion with Chriſt ; 
if any eat his fleſh, any drink his blood, they muſt teel him to be within them, 
. and his fan muſt go in his Hand within chem, and his firemuſt burn up the 

Chaff, and his Water muſt waſh away the uncleznne(s : and they muſt be 
wholly ſeparated from that Nature which cannot come into Communien 
with him: And this muſt all People know betore they eat his fleſh, and drink 
his blood. 

Therefore all you that profeſs God and Chriſt in words, and apprehend 
your juſtification where you are, do not deceive your ſelves with ſuch an un- 
certain Hope, for it will fail you in the latter end; and now learn of Chriſt 
whilſt his love is toyou, learn mee\neſs and lowlinets, that your Souls in him 
may find true Reſt, yea a Reſt within, and that within this preſent World g 
for you are not at relt amongſt your appehenſions, but are rofl-d with divers 
conceivings concerning the Scriptures, andare wearying your ſelves inan end- 
leſs travel ; and though you may apprehend a reſt to your ſelves, and perſwade 
your ſelves that all iz well, yet theceis a day wherein you will know that itis 
polluted, and out of that reſt you muſtariſe and depart, if ever you come 
to find reſt in Chriſt: And this is a Truth which many can witneſs this day, 
who ſometimes are like minded with you, and did apprehend that they were 
that which inde:d they were not, when the miginy day of the Lord broke 
forth in them, they were made ſenſible of the ſparks of their own kindling, 
and the light of their owa fire, in which they were walking, and were made 
to cry unto the Lord in bitterneſs of Spirit, who appeared tobe a God gra- 
ciou and merciful ro them, and with the Arm of his Power plucked them 
25 Frands out of the fire, and in judgment and mercy hath gathered them into 
his own Covenant; and in what Principle ſtands your fellowſhip, if it 


ſtand 
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ftand not in the Light 2 Or can there be any true fellowſhip but in the Light? 
Muſt nor there be a pcrfe& Principle where there is a perteRt Unity * And is 
not the Light of Chriſt perfet 2 And muſt not the Heart, Mind, and Soul 
be bound together in the Light, if there be perfe unity £ Was the Saints 
tivity and fellowſhip in any other Principle Or did they hold forth onity with 
ſuch as didnot walkin the Light > Or did not labour to gather them into their 
Principle, and fo into their tellowfhip That ye may have fellowſhip with us, 
ind truly our fellowſhip i with the Father, and with his Son Feſus Chriſt, Here 
was their fello#ſhip in the Truth, Light, Life and Power of God, and they 
did not ſay that they had fellowſhip with ſuch as were not in the Truth, but 
they held forth the Truth, that ſuch as were out of the Truth, might be ga- 
thered into the Truth, and come into fellowſhip with us ; ( Mark) nor that 
{ have fellowſhip with us, or we with you where you are, but that ye may 

e fellowſhip with us ; and this was crue love in the Saints to ſuch as were 
contrary minded, yct not ſuch a love ascould cloſe in unity, but fuch a love as 
did manifeſt pity z and it is the ſame unto you this day : For the Lord knows 
the laboar and travel of all his Faichful Servants, Miniſters and Meſſengers, 
whom he hich niſed in the power of his life to preach the Everlaſting Goſpel, 
upon whom the glory of his Life reReth, how that they have not done his 
Work negligently, but have run to and fro in the mevings of his power, to 
declare his Eveilaſting Truth, that all might be gathered to the Truth, and 
come into fellowſhip in the. Truch, knowing in the ©_ounſel of the Lord 
(whoſe fervanrs they are) thar no perte& unity or fellowſhip can be held ia 
any orher Principle ; and chey have never denied fellowſhip with any that 
Have come to their Principle, if it was in never ſo little a meaſure, if it was 
in the Light 26d Trath, they could have unity with them there, yea, with 
rhe vi breathing, and loweſt defire afrer the Truth, their Souls have 
ever ced to meer with ary there. and their love and tenderneſs have 
evcr been abundantly manifeſted to all ſimple hearted ones, though in praiſe 
they have lain different from them ar preſent, for they have fell to the Seed 
where it hath been, and in tender compaſſion hath evec been ready to help 
andrelievethe diſtreſfed; but they could never ſpeak peace to the oppreſſion g 
atid God dorh ron reward them for their ſervice and labour of love, and 
by che mighty Power ot God through their Miniſtry, many Sons and Dangh- 
ters are come to glory, who are in perfetlove, peace and unity together, and 
eflabliſhed in eyerlaſting Righteouſneſs, in the unchangable Seed of God. 
So alt muſt come to the Power of God, that come unto perfeR unity, other-= 
wiſe they are but in the changeable Nature, and in the changeable unicy ; bu 
where the Power is ſabmitted unto, it works out the changeable Nature of the 
fleſh, and raiſes che onchangeable Nature of the Lamb, and gathers the Hearr, 
Mind and Soul into union with him, and fo makes a compleat and perfe& body, 
i& his complear and perfe@ life, where all drinks into one Spirit, and feeds 
on one Br:ad : And here the unity is held in the Spirit, and it is ſealed in 

e Bond of Pexce; Therefore feel the power of God in your ſelves, thar 
your minds be fa5jeced into ſtillneſs and quiernels z for youare too full of bu- 
$, always thronging ant cumbring your ſelves about many things, which 


| drawerh you from the one thing which (ſhoutd make you Happy: Oh that 3ou 


would once Hearken and Obey | How well would it be with you to what it 
s! For really thicre is a pity reacheth to you, and many ſad complaints are 
Qqq taken 
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taken up for you, conſidering what longings and pantings there hath been in 
many of you atter God. Oh remember the years paſt, when your viſitation 
was upon you, and the ſpringings of Gods love was freſh in you, then were 
you broken, and melred, and hambled before the Lord, and you hada fer- 
vent zeal for God accotding to what you knew, the Day-ſtat did riſe unto 
you, but you were not acquainted with it, nor did not underſtand thar ic 
would have led you where the young Child ws, and fo rot regarciaz, you 
toſt the fight of it and turned your face towards the V\ eſt, where the Sun 
*tterh in obſcurity: Oh | ſhall you not be lamed becauſe of this ? yea ſure- 
ly you are, and through the lamentation there is compaſſion to that which 
fiſt breathed in you, and through the. compaſſion there is judgment iſſues 
forth to that Spirit which hath betrayed you ; and there I may include all 
ſuch as have loſt their firſt Love,. whether by apprehending Chriſt without 
them or within them; for there ſtands the Traytor in all, ro draw the mind 
into apprehenſions and: conceivings, and ſo fiom waiting upon God in the 
principle of his Light and Lite, there to be kept in the Freſh Senſe and Feel- 
in2 of the pleaſant Streams that iſſue from the Fullneſs, and ſo to growand 
encreaſe through the virtue and nouriſhment thereby received and how hath 
apprehenſions and conceivings come over that (weer diſpenſation of Love, yea 
and Life in meaſure, which ia yeafs paſt was felt by many > And how doth 
ceith reign in them? And how is the precious Seed of God oppreſſed ? Oh 
that you would confider, whoever you are that have let inapprehenſions and 
conceivings of Chrilt, whether you apprehend him wichout you or withia 
you ! the birth of his life you donot know in that ſtate z for none can com- 
paſs his pure life by any apprehenſion ; therefore let all ceaſe from 
their apprehenſions and conceivings z and with the Power of God 
ſilence all fleſh, and wait to Feel the Work of the Power in you, and be 
Faithful to the Power, and then you will know Chriſt of whom yoEſpeak, 
any dare ſpeak no more than what yon can witneſs z nay, nor that neither, 
bur as the life moveth todoit yz for what good doth all your words that you 
ſpeak wich the old Tongue? Canthey reach any deeper than the old Nature 2 
Or is their ſervice any more than to build up that which God will throw down? 
Were it not better for you to be ſtill and filent, than to cumber your ſelves in 
fo much buſineſs that profits nothing at all £ Oh that you would once come 
to be filent to the fleſh, that you might Feel the grom_s of the Spirit z 
and to that ſtare you muſt come, if ever you be truly happy z for mercy ap- 
prehended, will not ſatisfie your Souls, but mexcy obtained inthe eleQion 
through judgment to the reprobation, is that which ſtands ſure for ever g 
and they: that ſo obtain mercy with the Lord, they truly rejoyce in mercy, 
and wait to be preſerved inics for there are too many words ſpoken with the 
old Tongue, and there isatime when every mans own words will become his 
burden ; therefore do not encreaſe your burden by multiplying your own 
words, for certainly they all gender to bondage, the innocent life groans 
under them; for every word ſpoken, and not in the life, is a burden tothe 
righteous Seed z and if you yet ſay in your Hearts, Our Towgnes are onr own, 
we pill prevail, wbo is Lord over ws £ You will certainly know your burdenwill 
be too heavy to bear inthe latter endz and though you may bring Scriptures 
that do allow to ſpeak of the things of God, and to exhort one another, and 
edifie one another, and build up one another, yet you cannot bring any Scri= 
pture 
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pture that doth allow the old Tongueto doit, neither can it be truly ſo done 
by itz for they that ſpake of the things of God, and exhorted one another, 
and edified one another according to Scripture, they witnefſed their change 
out of the old Nature, and were come to the ſilence of the fleſb, and they 
were of the New Birth, which was not of fleſh, .nor of Bloo\, nor of the 
will of Man, but ot God, and the Tongue of the New Birth (pake to edifi- 
cation and comfort of the Body , for it is the firſt born of God that ſpeaks 
the things of God ; and fo they exhorted one another, and edifi d one 
another, who were born of the Seed of God, And this you muft come 
unto, if ever you know the Tongue of the Learned ; for, whilſt you ſpeak 


_ of your ſelves, you are but (ſeeking your ewn glory ; but he that ſeeks 


the ,glory of him that ſends him, the ſame is true, and there is no unrigh- 
reouſneſs in him; therefore do not hunt in Nimrod's Nature to bu 1d Babel, bur 
Feel the Power of God to bridle your Tongue z For it the Tongue be noc 
bridled, the Religion is vain, and if you will but come to that, then you 
w 1 know the ſweetneſs of a filent, quiet ſtate, where Gods preſence is 
Felt, and his life enjoyed, where all mans own words have their Period g 
for they that come to the life, they need not be always learning, bur fit 
in the ſweetneſs of the ſavour that the life miniſters trom its own Full- 


ncfs; and when words are ſpoken from the life, they have-the ſweetneſs 


of the life in them, and are precious and ſavoury to the life in all, and the 
life is the laſt Miniftration that ever ſhall be, and all below it, areto come 
up into it ; for where any fall ſhort of ic, their labeur will ead in ſorrow, 
Oh therefore be humble before the Lord, and Rand ſubmitted unto his 
power, that ye may come to his life, who have any breathings after life, 
and ſpend not your days in the multitude of your own words, leſt you 
finiſh your work in a ſhadow, and mils the ſubſtance which ſhould do you 


- £o0d. So be humble in the Fear of God, that ye may Feel the time of 


refreſhing come from his Preſence z and do not covet after Riches, bur 
wait in the Poverty to be Fed with Gods. Mercy : for it is letter to be 4 
Door-keeper in the Houſe of God, than to duell inthe Texts of wickedneſs : And 
all that would enter into the Courts of the Lords Houſe , and come to 
Feed at the Table of the Lord, they muſt enter in by the Power, and fit 
down in the Power, where all the Lambs and Babes are fed with plenty 5 
For the Famine is without the Gates, but within there is all things good for 
Food, the Feaſt of Fat things is there prepared, and thither muſt all come 
that receive the Bread of Lite. 


Well Friends. my love is tenderly to the Seed of God in you, but in 
that Nature where you ate, I ca'nor ſay that I have unity with you, though 
I heartily defire that I could ay it in truth, yea much tather than 0 de- 
clare the contrary 3 bur fo it is, and ſo it muſt be nntil you be regenera- 
ted and born again, which work I wait to fee wrought in you, thar all the 
Children of Light may ſo know you, as to ſay 1n truth they have unity 
with you: Which Work I leave with God, who is able in his own time 
to accompliſh what is wanting, and to gather together in one ſuch as are 
ſcattered, and to bring them into one Fold, and into one Paſture, whete 
his Name is one, and his People one, not by apprehenſion and opinion, 
but in Truth and Litez which is the finglegeſs of Heart I defare, that ſo it 
maay 
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may be with you before the day paſs over, fornowit is; therefore prizeic 
whilſt it is, leſt it paſs away from you, and be no more, And this is true 
love to all your Souls, that ye in the Light may come into unity with the 
Saints and Houſhold of Faith, who fit in Peace andreſt with God, and in- 
herit cheir Portion in the Riches of his Kingdom. 


WILLIAM SMITH: 
The 5th, Month, 1663. | 


THE-END. 
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The Shephards care over his FICk. 


a Good and Careful Shepheard, doth not forſake his Sheep, 

A Bat inthe Winter Seaſon he doth them ately keeps 

He doth not leave his Flock, for to become a Prey 
Lats the fierceneſs of the Wolf, bur drives the Wolt away. 

2. He Feeds them in'their Paſture,- and there doth them delend ; 
He doth not ſeek for ſhelter, to compals his own end'z q 
Þut ſtands in Storms and Tempeſts, and doth not ſhrink a blaſt, 

And with his caretul diligence, he Feeds his Fiock with truſt. 

3. He doth not let them wander; in Storms to ſeek relief, 

Or give them up unto the Wolf, or to the greedy Thief ; | 
Fuc with his Staff he them protects, and keeps them cloſe together, 
And they lye down in Paſtures green, and are nor beat with Weather, 

4 Thisis the Careful Shepheard, who knows his Sheep to be 
The Fruit of his own gathering, they cannot from him flee ; 
They are gore nearer to him, becauſe they are his own, 

And love conſtrains him for their ſakes, his life tor-ro lay down, 
- $5, He cannot yield orgive them up, -to-be led by a ſtranger, 
And to be driven up and down in places of greatdanger g 

Put ' eeps them ia his own Paſture, becauſe they are his Sheep, 
And by his careful warchfulneſs he doth them ſately kee:, 

6, Ir is ths Hireling that flees, and leaves his Sheep to wander, 
Pecauſe the Sheep are not his own, but he to them a ſtranger 1 
Therefore he leaves thefilly Sheep, all ſcattered in the Plain, 

And eyery Wind drivesthem about, and wearies thetn with pain, 

7. The Hunting Shepheards find them out, and drive them to the Fold; 
Their own Shep\eard is fled and gone, and hath found out a Hold, 
W here they fit down in ſhelter, ahd reſt themſelves ateaſe, 

W hilſt ſtrangers drive their Sheep away, and take them to their place, 

8. Many that cnce were Shepheards, and had a Fock to keep, 
Are now themſelves by ſtrangers led; and are become as $ 
And do receive that downagain, which once they did not like, 
With which the Seed is burthened, and groans under the weights, 

9. Such Shepheards never heard the Yoice of Chriſts own Living Word, 
Nor never were ſent forth by him, his Name to ſpread abroad ; 

Eut with their own Inventions did ſet themſelves on high, 
And threfore ſtrangers pull them down, and they wither and dye. 

10. Andbeing pullcd from their place, they unto ſtrangers curn, 
Andlick the Vomit upa again, which makes the Seed to mourn 
For nothing more goth loath the Pure, than co lick up again 
That which ſometimes did load the life, and canſed grief and pain, 

Ii, This is to be lamented oyer, to ſee what wrong is done, 

By ſuch as have profeſſed high, who now are fled and gone, 
And are not grieved tor their loſs, bar do return again, | 
Aud can obſerve theſe things which chey have preached down, 
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12. And ſuchas ſometimes were their Sheep, they draw to follow them, 
Andcloath-themſelves in ſubtilty, in which they do perform, 
Pleading the Law and its Commands, tohidetheir Treachery, 
And unto that they bow their heads in their Hypocrifte, | 
13. Such thingsare not approved by him who fits on high z 
Put are all ſeen inſecret, with his moſt pure Eye, 
Which ſearches Hearts and Minds in all their ſecret ways, 
And doth behold what they intend, and how they ſpend their days. 
14, Such Sheep have cauſe to mourn, whole Stepheards now are fed, 
Whom they have followed many years, and by them have beenled: 
Ir's time to look for better guides, that know the certain way 
Into the Land of Reſt and Peace, where Lambs lye at noon day, 
15. One Fold, one Flock, one Shepheard, do a!l rejoyce rogether, 
There dothe Lambs lye down, and are not beat with weather , 
They know the Shepheards Voi.e, and follow him inlove, 
A ſtrangers Voice they cannot hear, but ſtand and donor move. 
16. Therefore all Minds muſt turn within, who would the Shepheard know, 
W honever doth forſake his Flock, though Winds and Stoi ms do blow, 
And there Chriſt they muſt feel, to lead them with his Arm, 
In which he ſafely keeps his Flock, from Wolte, from Prey and Storm, 
17. Chriſt is the Shepheard of his Flock, and leads them in hisJight, 
He doth not them forſake, neither by day nor nighe , 
Put feeds them in his Paſture, in which they do rejoyce, 
And unto him they fing the praiſe, withall their Heart and Voice, * 
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The Narrow Way which leads to Life diſcovered. 


I, Ife is the Subſtance which doth not decay, 
Riches have Wings, and ſwiftly flyes away, ” 
And they that would be rich, they into ſnares do fall, 
And many hurttul luſts do cumber them withall, 
2, For tobe rich in knowledge doth lift the mind on high, 
And that draws from the Life, and from the Unity, 
And they that covet Riches, they pride above the Pure, 
And are not built upon the Rock. which in it ſelf is ſure. 
3. But in the Life, which was before Deaths Reign, 
There isa Vertue which doth ſure remain, 
From which the Soul receives its nowiſhmene, 
And with its part therein is well conteat, | 
4.T hey that would ſavetheirown,and yet this life would gain, 
Deceive themſelves, and ſpend their ſtrength in vain; 
But they that yield up all, and do keep nothing back, 
They find the Life, in which there is no lack. 
5. And being nothing, theyall things obrain, 
And dopoſleſs the Life, which is the greateſt gain, 
And 
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And in the weighty Seed they do in peace fic down, 
And in its pure life they wear the glorious Crown, 
6, This way is narrow, and allo very ſtrait, 
Therefore the Watch had need be duly kept, 
That with the light the Eye may open clear, 
To (py the Serpent, when he draweth near, 
7. For many Baits he lays, with cruel intent, 
That he thereby may take the Innocent, 
And if the Watch be not kept with great care, 
Then ſuddenly he taketh in his ſnare, 
8. The heights and depths, the right Hand and thelefe 
Are ways by which the Serpent doth attempt, 
That with his ſnares the ſimple he may catch, 
From which none can eſcape, but by a careful watch, 
9, Therefore let all, whoſe feet are in the way, 
Thar leadeth unto life in the light of the day, 
Take heed unto their feer, and do not over-run 
The leadings of the light, in which they well begun, 
10, For they that haſt, and over-run their meaſure, 
They looſe the life, which is the chieteſt Treaſure, 
W bilſt all the Faithful io the life do Feed, 
And fit in perfe& union with the Seed. 
11, There is the Kingdom which endures for ever, 
There is the Riches which is ſealed ſure, 
There is the Joy, and Peace, andendleſs Reſt, 
There is the place in which the Babe is Bleſt. 
12. Andin the Bleſſing it doth riſe and (priag, 
And with new Songs it joytully doth fing ; 
For in its Heart is Melody always, 
And to the Father ic returns the Praiſe, 
13. Soletall wait in the life robe kept, 
That from the way they may not erre nor ſlip, 
But in the Power keep their ſtanding ſure, 
Sowill their Portion certainly eadure, 
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eA Diſtinttion between the true and falſe Love, 


N the beginning all things were fair and good, 

W hen inthe Love the whole Creation ſtood, 

But trom that ſtate there is degeneration, 
And now the evil burdens the Creation. 
Whenin the love all things ſtood fair and good, 
Love had free courſe through all the Yeins to moye, 
And with its vertue it did all things ſupply, 
Aad joyn'd the whole ia perfeR unity, 

And 
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And inthe love the whole Creation moy'd, 

And fair and good it then in order ſtood, 

And every Branch did in loves Nature grow, 

And by its vertue did its Nature ſhow. R 
'Thus did the love bring forth a living Child, 

The Birth of its own Womb, not ſpotted nor defil'd, 
Which in the love did ſtand an upright Innocent, 

And on the love did feed, and was tn true Content : 

No ſtrife nor envy lodg din its Heart, 

Its Nature was true born, in which it had a part, 
According unto meaſure, which from the Fullnels run, 
Andin its perfe& Nature it was loves only Son. 

T his is the Birth that loves all things that's good, 

And with them is at peace, as its own Fleſh and Blood ; 
It doth not hate what is of the Creation, 

But is one with it, as its own Relation, 

And as it is at peace withall things that are good, 
Sodothits lite abhor the Serpents wicked Brood, 

W hich in the envy and the malice live, 

And ſerves the Fleſh, which doth the Spirit grieve. 
Fleſhis the bu;den of the Birth: of. love, 

Therefore its power doth againſt it move, 

And cannot cloſe, or joya in unity, 

But doth againſt ir fully teſtifie. 

Grounds and Natures in the Seeds are-known, 

Both good and badare ſeen from whence they come z 
Good is togood, and bad to bad doth joyn, 

Accotding to their Natures, ſo they ſtand in one, 

The Birth born of Fleſh is not ia the true love, 

For envy isits Nature, and therein it doth move, 

And yet it would be owned, and loved in its place, 
And would exclude true judgment from theSon of peace, 
The Birth that's bornof love hatha more clear Eye, 
And cannot with the Serpent joyn, as with ſimplicity z 
It ſees what is tiue love, and what is feigned (o, 

And cannor ownthe feignedneſs, becauſe ir is not ſo. 
Love is a precious Balm, thar doth all things exceed, 
The vertue of it helps in time of need, 

It cures the Wouncs, and binds che broken Heart, 

Ir cures the Sores, which cauſeth grief and ſmarc. 

T bey thar are full and rich, are alſo prond and hatd, 
Setting themſelves on high, and donot God regard, 
They ſeek their life to ſave by the ſtrength of cheirreaſon, 
And ſo walks in the liberty ia every time and (cafon, 
They can conform in praRtiſe to that which Men require, 
And can ſubmit unto the Laws, and to the vain defire, 
And (o they havea Refuge lies ſecret intheir Reaſon, 
By which they ſecure that life, which is theSeeds opprefſion, 
They that do hold forth love toall things as they be, 
They are in darkneſs, and do not cleatly ſee, 
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Bar loves that in the fall, as if no fall had becn, 


And ſoexcludes Redemption, which yer they havenot ſeen: 


And in the fall they would preſerve their life, 

Under pretence of life, as if they had no ſtrife, 

Bur touch their life wich jadgment from the Son, 

And then they turn again in oppoſition ſtrong, 

The Creature is preſerved, when in the loveir reſts, 
And lies down in Gods will, not ſeeking other Breaſts 3 
Bur wholly doth refign unto the life's own motion, 
Andin the life doth cruſt for preſervation : 

That is the place in which the Creature ſtands, 

And is the peace and ſafety, whatſoever to it comes ; 
And they that ſeek relief from any other thing, 

Will find their ftrength to fail intime of ſuffering: 

Bur that's the life which would not come to ſufferg 
That ſeeks for ſhelters to preſerve it under ; 

And fo makes fair pretence of love tothe Creation, 
But doth the moſt oppreſs it by the ſtrength of Reaſon, 
So this I (ay to all, chere muſt be Reſtoration, 
Theevil maſt be judged, that burden the Creation, 
And there the Creature finds its only preſervation, 
And byGods Power is k<pr,for joyning withTempration: 
And they are bleſ that ſtandeth (0 1efigned, 

Jato the Heavenly will with all their Heart and Mind, 
They find their ſtrength to lic beyond their Reaſon, 
Truſtiag ia God, who is their preſervation. 
They that ſerve God, and they that ſerve him nor, 
Mult got inherit one and the (ame Lot, 
But muſt receive according to their deeds, 


Then will the Seed be known from ail the cumbering Weeds, 


True Unity is in the righteous Seed, 

W hich cannot joya with any evil Weed, 

Though io its Colour it be fair in how, 

Yetin its Nature foul, unclean, not true 

For there is nothing true which is before the life, 

But all things wholly falſe, and therein is the rife, 
And in that place noge can obtain true peace, 

Thongh for a time they may fit dowa at caſe ; 

Ic is the fgrth of Lite chat is the only Heir, 

The true and holy one, the jaſt, and good, and fair, 
The Well-beloved Son, ia whom no guile is found, 
The Nature of true love, the ſure and perteR ground : 
The firſt and laft he is, and in himall things end, 

He ſwallows up the envy, and doth his love extend, 

W hich from his life doth flow, as from a living Spring, 
Ang all that drink thereof, they do rejoyce and ſing, 
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Univerſal Love : 


In which 


A Viſitation floweth through the Creation, that 
all people may be informed into the Truth, and in thele ſe- 
veral places come to walk in the Truth, "and live-in the 
Truth, to be a good favour unto God and honour God. 


t.. To Parents of Children. 1 9, To Miniſters of Pariſhes ſo called, 
2. To Maſters and Dames of Families. I0. To ſuch as prattiſe in the Nations 
3. To Servants in their Places, Law. 
4. To Aged People. 111. To ſuch as trade inVVelphts and 
$, To ſuch as live a ſingle life, q < eMeaſures, 
6. To Toung People. I2. To ſuch a; bny azd ſellin Markets, 
7, To Children, or in any other places, 
8. To ſuch 4s are in outward Govern- | | 
ment, I '% 
With a a 
GEN ERAL EXHORTATION. 
ALSO | 


Something opened concerning Faith. Hope and 
Love, and the Word, and Mans refileſs part, atid the 
EleSion, and a | Particular Place of Bondage. 


That all may come to the Light of the: Lord 
. Jeſus Chriſt, and to his Life and Power, and Wiſdom, 
. through which all people may love ane another, and be at 
. Peace one amongſt another, and deal juſtly one with ano- 
. ther upon all occaſions; that Juſtice, and Mercy , and 
\ Equity ,, Sobriety., Moderation \. Chaſtiry , Temperance, 
- Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Peace, and Love, may-have a 
free, and an univerſal Courle.: ad the Creation! ma be fee 
at liberty, which yet cravelleth in pain, and bears | tt ie bur 
den of all diſorder. OI 
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An Epiſtle Dedicated to the meaſure of Light 
- and Lifein all People, 


ed 


His Book is Dedicated nnto the moi} Noble, and Honou- 
rable, and Worthy of all things , the Principle of God 
in every man, knowing that it is the moſt excellent in wertne, and 
that from the beginning it bath loved the beſt things, and delighted 
in the plain ſimple path of Truth, and hath not at any time cuns 
ningly deviſed inventions ; it bath ever been wertuous in good= 
eſs, and a true Lover of ſuch as have loved uprightneſs; it hath 
ewer deſpiſed vice and vanity, and never could joyn with any 
evil thing ;, it hath ever been of an humble meek Nature, and 
tender in compaſſion to all people; it hath ever been of a peace- 
able diſpoſition, and condeſcending to the |,wSt ſtate ; it bath 
always loved the good, and delighted in the beft things, and in 
iunocency. and ſimplicity the moſt perfect, and in wiſdom the mo 
excellent , and it is moſt renownable in glory, and full of all 
Riches and Treaſures, the Graces and Excellency of its Vertue 
and Beauty, doth far excel the praiſe of Men. And unto this 
Principle alone is this Book Dedicated, as being unto me the m«ſt 
lovely; renownably, and for ever honourable ;, for it is that unto 
me which is the chiefeſt good, and it doth communicate from it 
ſelf, the riches of it ſelf, and that 10 the glory and bonour of its 
own power and wiſdom” over all ; and the matter which in this 
. Book us contained, being received and accepted by it,l ſhall rejoyce 
in my labour, bowever men diſtin from it, may eſteem it ; for 
it is nes the praiſe of Men that I ſeek, bhowbeit I am moved to la- 
bour in the work of the Lord but I deſire to be manifeſt to every 
mens Conſcience in the ſight of God, and to' be approved by bis 
pure, Eye that ſeetb ſecrets ; and let all glory, and honour, and 
praiſe, and renown, be given unto bim alont, for ever and ever ; 
and unto the meaſure of bimſelf in every man, I commend this 


Book in all Humility, Reverente and Fear. 
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Hen: Shin ferteſt thine: Tod to:read this Bogk; 
ſet: the fear of.:God before: it,- ind/be nordo 
haſty to-read, , asYliligent ro underſtand); 108 
/ there is/rmich: communizited, [and from rhis 
Life'of. God publiſhed, -chatis-not read)in:thaviwaiauhiclide 
& given forth, but run 'over with a haſtytmind+ nit obdCbds 
fear, >thrpugh which the benefit: that might be Teegibed is lofty 
atid-chie Libout of thoſechar:would-dq»godd dotbawoberang 
ſo effeQtual; for when people do not read with a ſound-mangy 
they do not weigh the ſubſtance of the matter, nor do not 
prove. their own preſent ſtates, but haſtily read without un- 
derſtanding, and then the matter ſlips out of their minds, and 
the profit is loſt, and the good intended is not reaped. 
Therefore, Reader, be thou carefa], and firſt ſet Gods fear 
before thee, 'and read with that of God i in thee ; and confi. 
der through the ſeveral ſtates, which in this Book is opened, 
and try where thou canſt find thy own place, or unto which 
thou art neareſt ; for thou mayſt certainly know with that 
of God in thee, and with that thou mayſt feel, when thou 
read'ſt thy own ſtate; for the witneſs of God will find thee, 
and will come cloſe to thee, when thy ſtate is opened, and 
wilt manifeſt tow Ts "TEE Thee inThy Price, and what or. 
der thou art in; and read with a fingle Eye, and a fimple 
Mind, and then thou wilt profit : And do: not charge the 
matter in this Book, to lye too much in Duty, or to ſtand 
roo much in outward things 3 for if thou read it diligently. 
thou _maylt ob(erve, that there is nothing preſſed in Duty, but 
what is required by the Principle, unto which the Duty ought 


. to ſtand in all things ; andthough there be much which lyes 


outward, yer the Information reaches to the Principle inward, 
unto which thou 10yning, thou wilt know, that all outward 
T things 
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things that are not manifeſted from it, will be reproved by it, 
anto-which reproof thon arr to yield thy felt in obedience; 


and by obeying the principle which reproves unrighteouſnels 
within, thou wilt find, that all 'irmrighteonſneſs without muſt 


be depyed alſo,,and that ia obedience to thepripciple wi 

in and thou thayſt obſerye, that Salvation yy publiſhe 

ehforſ any thing donepbat by Jefus Ehriſt atorte ; yerthere- 
muſt be obedience given unto him, before Salvation is wit- 
neſſed by him. So beſober and vigilant, and judge tibthin 

xahly, bit {weigh-thinþs-coblly;: and the anfwer will be oi 
unto Truths; Teftimony;] by that) of God: imthee ; ind whe- 
ther .thouj) COLO Gap. be neglect and copffract, yet 
the Truth will find a witneſs in'thy Confcience, uhto which 
this Book: s.commended; andif:.thou be carefii};” ind keep 
> Gods fear, and} chile ; the good, rhen'mayſt thoufind 
profit, andipeace, | and. comfort ta thy Soul ; and if itſocome 
to-pals-\cancerning_ thee, whoever thou art , I ſhall therein 
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Univerſal Love, 
p , Ja © L RON Y CONN I. os £1 01M 
=\ He wiſdom that is pure from atove,: hath the good order id it; 
:,»,-and by its government: che Credtiba-fiznderh'inirs place and 
. © - ſervice,” and 'all things cometo be yfed and ordezed in the fedr 
.. of God,: and in this-wiſkdom people re ficly: difpoſed, afitl 
- . -- are inarightCapicity reorder the Cteation, and every one in 
apand favouryato'God,- fot the iwifdomſrom abbve ts 
ind exkily to beentreated, full of mercy; artd/g . 


be 


the rightecuſneſs char: 
typ is ——_ 
— | 
are in thi | 
hag gre commdehe juſtand holy Principle of God 
In themſelves,. char i they mbpreceiv# thewiſdom fromabove,.:and in that rb 


wurture and bring up FO ne inchefearof the:Eord ; for how can Pa« 
rents bring up' their Childrea/incheveat of God,” bwlienthey walk nor inthe 
fear of Gad: themſelves7'and; bow-can :they inform their: Ghildren iaro that 
which is good, when theythem(clyes liven thacwhichis evil > -and ſoch Pa» 
rencs do uſually teach theirChildren rae vain,; acid xo-foltow:rhiar which is 
evil, and ſo covetgus Para. teach 'their Children coveroutneſs z' for theit 
owa minds:being in that ching, ' they prefstheir Childrenro the pyaRtiſe of it, 
and yet not under a (hew-of covetouſneſs, but undara hew 'of 'caretulneſs 
and providence, at which: door the mind goeth forth imo the world, and 
reaches it (elf to compaſs the wealthrand riches of:ib,/ and ſuch Parents give 
eacouragemeurt. to their Children in rhigplace;; dnd; ſmile upon them with 4 
cheerful Conntenance ; .and fo the Chutd:runs in delighting;- Aiawich pleaſure 
exetciſcthvit felf- in coverous! practiſes;::and ſtrives? afrer the | Earrhly /Trea- 
fures to pleaſe-irs Parents, and the Parents account fuch Children (careful 
Children, | and provideat' and witty, andthe Children are: hereby 'tempred 
our of the pach-of honeſty, and-ſo run ow in cozening;and' cheating and de» 
frauding forgain,; and thar.is counted pollicy, and theParents will ſmile upon 
their Childtea, and ia ſuch things delighr in them,' as being witty, aud (6 
teaches them and inſtructs them irito ſuch-practiſes;/-and howare Children 
wronget in this/place for want of good nurture imhetearof God! And when 
wealth and richesare heaped rogecher,' chenthe minds lifre.l up'in pride, and 
the Parents they exalt cheir Childrea in haughtinefsand pride, ' and then they 
muſt 
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muſt have things ſuitable ro their outward conditions and ſo firſt teaches 
them to be covetous, and then'to be proud, and poor Childrenare lifted up. 
in their migds at their beholding their coſtly apparel, and their gay cloathing, 


which by their Paren rovideg;; and + good nurture in this 
place they run out of GaN fear, firs of Nat z and then their Parents 
erain them up in ſuch things as they look at to be ſutable to their conditions, 
and ſo they put them'to:lcarn ; nnd Dancing; and SibbM?;” ad with 
ſucþ like vainthings poar@bildrenarewronged by their Parents, 
keep them in-good order; and inthefrar.of God yrand howdo Pare 
their Childten liberty t6- ſport ant) play; and tabe,vain, and inform 
into the expertneſs of ſuth practifes? yvand bow arg childreg exerciſed in va- 
nity:? 22d bow do: they! ſpend ſuetdeys in vanity, which they prerend co" be 
holy days$iand donaviltfuchdays;-which they-obſerve to-beholy, eadin 
prophaneſs, and vanityyrand wickedneſs > and :ar& not Children ac'l: 
vpon ſuch days to ſatisfie:their vaio tninds in pleaſures, . andzin; fpotts, 
2un into) headineſs, and: wildnely ? atdthe reſt axle able day Joon 
count holy; cthicy-turarheir minds.mto coverouſne@and deceit: (yad ate theid 
things commendable for Parents; orefex-Children®ror- are thefe Things liky 
Chriſtians 2/-and how:are/poor Ofiitdeen, ' for wana: goodimutreure in. time} 
carryed away into all;manner of yanicyycand/fo taken/Captiveat the will of 
the Devil, who holds theih faſt after he| hath takewhemg and: ſovanity be= 
comes natural to Children, who knbw! ao: better iroq zheir-Ghildhoodz' arid 
whac a diſhonour is this to Parents; whothould beggriloe, 20d wife, and ſober; 
and ſtayed, for them to encourage their Childremibaſicineb ings and dehiotd 
cher inthe praiſe of fuch things. wick: delight hdMhchingrddave econ 
a Chriſtian-profeſhonin no place; and reobekurs tqasior a Chriſtians practi 
for it is unſavouty ta! Gad, and-greveshs $ puit; 2nd all thar are guide 
his Spirit and it isatrouble wn tory 0 rr flowan/as anatoreh 
ſtream, from generation-[/to genexazian;: and. inds of people to be 
ſeated in it, as they ſtudyfrom tice voxime how: to advance it, and to traiw 
up their Children in it; tor if ;Clildren werenot encouraged-in vanity, and 
trained up in it when theyare youngy. they would be more. innoctar,- and fim= 
ple, and: ttand more in the true orders for as'they-are Children, they are in« 
nocent and harmleſs, anda Child,1.es it is > Child, .is more.iatheinoocency, 
thanir is all ics life time aſter, except ic. come ta the Spirit of . God, by that 
to be regenerated 4, and therefore it mufi needs |bea greac aweightupon Pa« 
reats in this. Caſe z for, by training up cheir. Children in vapny,. they draw 
upon themſelves the: Childs iniquity, and by how mpch they do encourage 
their Children in vanity, by forhueh the more do they wrong; boththeſclves 
and their Children:: Therefore it: is' of \concernmeat for all Parents of Chil- 
dren to weigh the matter, and intime toconſiderity for certainly the Lord 
is 'grieved with evil deeds, and with the diſorderly walking ot all ſuch as are 
out of his fear, and that Parents would be more mindtal of whatthey. are in- 
rruſted with, and ta:qrder.itin Gods fear and wiſdom, that all they haye un- 
der their charge-may'be/a good favour uato God, aid bring honour to his 
Name; for if- it be gor ſo, all his gifts are abuſed, and his Name diſhonoured, 
and there the Creation.isout of order.” | | 

' Now all Parents muſt'coine.to thatof God in themſelyes, before they can 
inftru& their-Children in thefear of God, they muſt come tothe Lightia 
their own Conciencgs, 'andia the Light behold cheir preſenr ſtate y for being 
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from the Light of Chriſt they cannot walk in Gods fear themſelves ; nei- 
ther can they reach their Children ſo; and is not that a grievous thing, when 
2 whole Family is out of the fear of God, and both Parents and Children 
exerciſed in vanity ? and how.doth wickedneſs flow like a floud from gene- 
ration to generation, and one generation goeth, and another cometh, 'and 
with every generation fin appearech, and evil ispr:Riſed, and grows from 
one to another in full ſtrength, and this is the ground, becauſe that Children 
are not trained up in Gods fear; for if chat was (o, fin would dye, ard in 
every generation it would grow weaker and weaker, and in time it would be 
rooted our, and the praRtiſe in it would ceaſe, and it would not be had in re» 
membrance. | 
Therefore all you Parents of Children, mind the fear of God in your 
ſelves; and come to the Principle of God in your own Conſciences, and yield 
your ſelves unto that, and obey it, and then you cannot fee your Children 
run'into vanity, and ſuffer them to go unreproved, it you once hearken to the 
Voice of 'God in you, and mind the Teſtimony of his witneſs in your Con- 
ſciences, to know tn your ſelves unto what reproot belongeth, and what the 
Lord alloweth, and ſo to anſwer the Lord in obedience, and come to know 
your ſelves changed, then you will be able to inſtruct 'your Children in 
the ſame Path, and cannot ſuffer them to run into vanity, much leſs to train 
them up in it; and ſo inthe Principle of God you will receive wiſdom from 
above, and know the Nature of it, in which wiſdom is the pure order and 
good government; then you cannot-let your Children lye, and ſwear, and 
curſe, and play, and riot, 'and be vain in pleaſures and games, your eye will 
be over them in wiſdom, and in the gentleneſs you will reprove them, and 
in meekneſs jnſtruX them, and'when they dogo amiſs, you will feel grief 
come upon you concerning them, and when you are grieved for them in thar, 
ſtate, then take heed you do not' fall into paſſion, and anger, and wrath, 
and in thar exerciſe your wills upon them, and uſe your hand in ſeverity to- 
wards them, but in wiſdom wait to be guided, that not any fault which comes 
ro your knowledge may paſs unreproved, neither any fault be too ſeverely 
puniſhed ; for they are both our of trae order, and you may know, that 
whea you have exerciſed ydur hand pon them in' paſſion, thar youare nor 
free from trouble afterwards, - when you come into coolneſs again, you will 
be judged in your ſelves for your rafhneſs, 'and then you will have trouble ia 
your Conſcience, and there is no profit to your Children by that hand, becauſe 
wiſdom doth not order tr, | 
Therefore ye Parents, who would have your Children'to do well, and to 
be happy, wait to be ordered in wiſdom towards them, and keeping to the 
Lighr of the Lord, you will knowboth how to ſpare, and how to corre, 
and ſo with a meek and gentle Spirit bring them jnro'order, and bend chem 
in their tenderneſs, before the bad part grow ſtubborn, and be ſtrong , for 
in their tenderneſs it will be cafie,” and whilſt *rhey are young and green the 
witneſs lies near them, and reproof ſoon reaches them, and if there be bur 
an Eye upon them inthewiſdom of God, the witneſs will anſwer, and the 
bad will be preſently judged in them, which growing into more ſtrength, for 
want of timely order -the darkneſs thickens over them, and then the wit. 
neſs lies at a farther diſtance; and rhar which at firſt might have been rcbuked 
with a look, will not then be broughr down with a blow ; and here Parents 
both wrong themſelyesand their Children for want of wiſdom , for they give 
Uuu way 
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way. to their Children whilſt they are young, ahd fo ſets up the bad part 
into ſtrength, and when they come to behold things far amiſs in their Chil. 
dren, then they would bend them, and cannot, and ſolets up the bad Na- 
ture over their own heads, and then behold their Children with mourning, 
which in wiſdom might be timely prevented. And this is a great wrong 
both to Parents and Children, and brings griet and ſorrow upon them both ; 
Therefore order is a ſweet thing, wihen Parents have wiſdom to govern their 
Children, and to nurture them in the tear of God, and to keep chem in duty 
and fubmiſſion in the fear of God, then there is a good (avour both in Pa» 
rents and Children, and a comely order beheld in the wiſdom, and to come - 
into this comely order is a (weert ſavour 4 and to inform Children to the Prin- 
ciple of God in them, and to teach them inthe fear of God, and learn them 
to behave themſelves modeſtly, and ſoberly unto all People, this is good E. 
Cucation, and alſo a good portion, and there is the good. breeding, and the 
good manners, which is decent,and orderly, and is an order approved of, 
God, but to let them run at liberty, and bring them up in the f@oliſh vain 
Cuſtoms, and teach them to obſerve Traditions, this is not orderly, nor de- 
cent, though they be taught to obſeryeall Cuſtoms, itis not good breeding, 
nor good manners; for thoſe things are come to pals in the degeieration from 
the good, and to teach Children to bow, and ſcrape, and to pur off their 
Hats to reſpe& Perſons,, this is not good breeding, nor good manners z for 
.£00d breeding and good manners iS in the fear of God; bur he that reſpe&s 
Perſons, commits fin, and is our of the fear of God, and ſuch things are not 
approved of God, and that which he doth not approve, he doth condemn g 
and to teach Childen to obſerve Traditions in matter c Pager or other- 
wiſe, it is not good order, nor decent;, to teach- Children a formal wor- 
ſhip, or a formal Prayer, or any formal pracule,hc uſtomed by Tradition, 
and doth not proceed from a preſent manifcſtation of the Spiritof God, it is 
not good order, nor decents for the Lori doth not allow of any traditional 
practiſe, which ſtands in form diſtin from his Spirit, and what he doth noc 
allow, he doth reprove. And therefore the matter is weighty upon Parents 
every way, to keep their Children under nurtuge, and teach chem the fear of 
the Lord whilſt they arg tender, -and iaall things toinform them to the Prin- 
ciple of God in their Canſcience, that with the Light of Chriſt they may be 
ouided, and with the Light of Chriſt they may bexaught, and by ic ordered 

in all their ways, and in all their doings ;-then would Mercy and Truth (pring 
* in Children, and righteouſneſs and holineſs would naturally branch forth, 
and Children would become a ſweet ſayour ,in their Generation, and in their 
places would fear God, and bonour God, which now grieves him, and vexes 
him with their ungocline(s and unrighteouſnefs, vanity, and prophaneſs. 

And ſo all Parents, mind ,your places, and your charge, that you may ac- 
count to God with joy, -and.not with grief, . and always inform your Childreg 
to the Light of Chriſt Jeſys in their Conſcience, the Light char ſhews both 
them and you, your thoughts, and words, and deeds, and reproves for all 
evil, which is the Principle from which good order is brought forth ; and be 
not haſty withyour Children in any matrex, nor let, not; bitterneſs ariſe atany 
time againſt them, but in all meekneſs inſtru them, and in wiſdom watch 
over them, ſoyou will know when to-rebuke, and. when to cheriſh, when to 
corre&, and when to ſpare,, and the Rad will then fall in its right place, and 
in minding the Lord God? and receiving his Wiſdom, with that ie 
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order your Children, ſo you will bave comfort in them, ant they will bleſs 
you in time to come; but i you ſuffer ir to be otherwiſe, you will have griet 
enough in your own Cays, and intime to come your Children cannot remem.- 
ber you with joy, and that is alad ſtate every way. Therefore walk in the 
fear of the Lord God, and love the Light of Chriſt with which you are en- 
lightened, and in the Light you will receive wiſdom, in which wiſdom is 
decency and good order every way, and inevery place z and this will be your 
Peace, and your Childrens happigeſs, and they will grow in Gods fear, and 
come up in his Power, ſo from generation ro generation i;ghreouſneſs will 
ſpring, and Truth will ſpread abroad, 


_ — - —  — - 
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To Maſters and Dames of Families. 


Ule nat in Lordſhip over ſuch as are in place to ſerve yon; but walk in 
R wiſdom towards them, and be tender over them in their places, thar 
they may ſerve you with joy; and not with griet z and conſider that God made 
of one Blood all Nations, and ſuch as have the loweſt place diſtinguiſhable 
amongſt men, if they walk in Gods tear, they are accepted of him ; and you 
are not to exerciſe your ſelves in your own wills over them, though they be 
your Servants, but are to order them in the wiſdom of God, by which all 
things were made and created, in which wiſdom you will ſee the uſe and ſer- 
vice of all chings which you have under your hands, and will ſce the Creation 
in irs Service in every place, and ſocome to know the end for which you have 
Servants to ſerve you, and the Service of that which you have to employ 
themin, And therefore let your care be to inſtryuR your Servants 1a the fear 

of Gods for that is your right place a: Maſters and Dames, and keep t|:em 
" ont of vanity, and in that let your care anddiligence be maniteſted; tor thar 
is a good ſxvour : And how do you wrong your Servants, and your ſelves, by 
giving way to their liberty in vanity; for that cauſeth them to run out of the 
tear of God, and thereby wrongs themſelves, and it cauſes your buſineſs to 
be negleRed, which they ought to- be careful ing and when by their careleſ- 
neſs you ſee your buſine(s negleRed, then your paſſion riſes againſt them, 
and it may be hard Words and Speeches you may -give them, and be full of 
fury and wrath, and thereby diſturb your owa peace, and this is a great wrong 
to your felyes; Firſt, to have your buſineſs neglected ; and Secondly, to 
have your peace diſturbed, which by your timely care in your places, might 
both be prevente4; for did you bur ſtand in Gods wiſdom, you would not 
let your Servants run into vanity inany caſe, bur keep them ia obedience co 
your juſt commands, 'and in the fear of God to anfwer their places, and nor 
ſuffer them to run into Wildneſs, and Sports, and Plays, and upon thoſe 
days in which they do not follow labour, to keep them in ſome good exetciſe 
in the fear of God, and in all things, and inevery place, to intorm them to 
the Principle of Godin them that which reproves tin in the Conſcience, thar 
Scarcher which tryes the intents of the Heart z this would bring them iato 
Stayedne(s , and Sobernc{>: and Coolneſs, and keep them out of looſneſs 
and liberty at all times, and in every place, and when they were free from 
your Jabour, they would be exercifing themſelves .in ſomething that is good 
and whoilom, and walk in the fear of Ged, andnot run into Madnel:, and 
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Sports, and ſpend their time worſe inthoſe things, than if- they were ar la- 
bour : And what good doth the nbſervation of thoſe days, when they are 
obſerved in vanity, and madneſs, and tolly* had not Servants better be at their 
honeſt labour, than beat Foot-ball, and Cudgels, and Dancing, and Revel- 
ling, and drinking in Ale-houſes, and exerciſing themſelves in all manner of 
vanity ? Do they keep that day holy to the Lore, that pradtiſe ſuch cHinngs?or 
do they not pollute it more than in thoſe days in which they follow their true 
labour 2 And isnot theſe things generally pratiſcd upon the firſt days; which 
is called Sun-day, Or Sabbath-day, or Lords-day? and is not more fin and va- 
nity ' praiſed on that day, and thar principally by Servan's and Children, 
chan all the ſix days beſides? except ſome day that is obſerved 2s a Holy. 
day. in which ordinary labour ceafing, then yanity comes into agitation; and 
Maſters and Dames not eying their Servants in wiſdom, and to keep them in 
ſome good exerciſe and praftiſe, the minds of Servants kunt atter vanity, and 
they come together, and. will ſay one ro another, Come, what muſt ne godots 
day ? And is not this a fad ſtate, tor a day to be obſerved as a Holy-day, and 
People know not what to do upon that day? and ſo not knowirg the good, 
they run into evil, and bring forth wicked praQtiſes after their own ungodly 
luſts, and ſome pleaſe them(clves with one thing, and ſome with another, 
and ſo run headlang into vanity z and then tif you have bur a little needſu] bu- 
{ineſs ro be done, your Servants are to ſeek, and then it may be you are angry, 
and fret againſt them, and charge them with careleinels and negligence, in 
your buſineſs ; which. ia it (elf is true, bur are nor yo! your (clves the grea- 
ceſt faulters, who keep them nor in ſubjeRion, to do thoſe things which are 
£00d, and to follow that which is honeſt inthe fight of all men; ard is not 
labour an honeſt and a juſt thing in the fight of all Men? and is not vanity the 
contrary £ for when People are in their hone't labour, they are bold, and 
care not who ſees them, but when theyare in vanity, there is a ſhame comes 
upon them, when ſober People behold them, and ſomerimes they luck into 
ſecret places to be out of fight, when they praQtiſe vanity. Aud doth noc 
the obſerving ſuch days after fuch a manner, do more hurt than good every 
way 2 is not both Maſters and Servants wronged in the ead of it, and the Cre- 
ation burdened with it, and Gods Spirit.grieved, 

Bur ſome may ſay, 1f Servants have no liberty, they wonld be diſcouraged and 
caſt down, ana their flavery wonld be gyeat, if they were always kept to hard la» 
bony. 

This doth not diminiſh any thing from their liberty, bur adds ur ro it ; for 
that which is pretended for-liberty, proves their greateſt Bondage every ways 
and they are far morejn Bondage to their vanity, than ro their labour, becauſe 
the mindanddelight being inic, they are not ſo well fatisfied, as when they 
are in the praiſeof it, and it they be at any time reſtrained, then they are 
in grest Bondage and Trubles, and ſo the unruly vain mind worketh over the 
good, add it it be not ſatisfied, ch y are in Bondage to their Hearts, luſts 5 
tor by their vanity and wicked praQtiſes their Souls are oppreſſed, and there 
is Bondage within, and by the exerciſe of their Bodies in vanity, they will 
be ſo wearyed, as lometimes they cannot follow their labour for ſome days 


atter, and that is Bondage to the Body z then where ſtands their liberty, bur 


in their vanity? and ſo uſes their liberty as an occaſion to ſerve the fleth , tor 
if Maſters and Dames did order their Servants in Gods wiſdom, and if Ser- 
vants were kept in thefear of the Lord God, then there would be as true li- 
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berty 'as any Service might open for their liberty, and it would nor ſtand in 
obſerving days or times, but as any needful occafion might offer it ſelf, tor 
the Seryants benefit, then they might have true liberty on their own behalt, 
and in their own buſineſs, as need required, and not be gainſayed, and they 
would not expe or deſire any liberty beyond that, in any caſe, it they were 
bur bronght into Gods fear and good order ; and they might have liberty 
allowed them to ſerve the Lord, and to wait upon him, and to exerciſechem- 
ſelves in the worſhip of his Spirit, at any time, or upon any day, as there 
might be occaſion ; and not to keep aday as a holy day, and pretend a wor- 
ſhip ro God apon that day, and prophane that day, which they pretend ro 
keep as holy, that is not good order, nor decent, tor topretend the obſcr- 
vition of a day, and a worſhip to God ypon that day, and to goto a Stee- 
ple-houſea few hours, and obſerve the pratiſeof ſuch Ceremonies as is there 
obſerved ,and then torun into vanity and wickedneſs the remaining parr of the 
day, cheſe things grievethe Lord trom day to day. 

Therefore you that have Servants under you; Firſt, mind the Principle 
of God in your ſelves, the Light of Criſt Jeſus in your Conſciences, and 
receive the Teſtimony of.it, and do not gainſay its ceproof in your ſelves, 
then you will know what to reprove in your Servants; and coming to the 
Light of Chriſt in your ſclves, with the Light to be guided and ordered ic 
your own Particulars, then you will be good Patterns and Examples to your 
Servants z for you being from that of .God in your ſelves, which would guide 
you, and lead you into truth and righteouſneſs, you become bad Patrons to 
your Servants : And how can you reprove orreform their evil praRtiſes in any 
place, when their Eyes behold you in the praRtiſe of the ſame thing, which 
you in words may jeprove in them? Nay, many times you excecd them 
in vanity and prophaneſs, and ſo are out of orderin your ſelves, not being 
guided by the Light which is pure : And who areconvinced of prophaneſs, 
and in your ſelves are ordered into moperation and ſoberneſs, and have ſome 
delires after God, and ſet up a praQtiſe in your Families, of Reading, or Ex- 
pounding Scriptures, and Prayer, and Singing David's Pſalms, which you 
call Family Duties. Take heed you be not eaſnared inthat place; for there 
is a danger lyeth near,. though your praQtiſe may have ſomething of a ſhety of 
godlinels in its for though at firſt you may praQiſe ſuch chings in ſome ten- 
derneſs towards God, and perform them as neceſſary Duties, and in thac 
place tianding fairhful ro God in what is made manifeſt, and not a further 
manifeſtation opened to you; your praRiſe is not condemned in that place 
but this is the danger; when the obſervation of a practiſecenters rhe mind i n 
the form of what is praRiſed, and ſo in time is content with the obſervation 
of the form only; this is a place where many loſe the life and favour of it; 
and that which at firſt was truth in it ſelf, in the manifeſtation and practiſe, 
doth in time become falſe, chrough the obſervation in the form only, and 
there the Kingdom of God is not found, nor true peace enjoyed, 

Burt ſome may ſay, Is pot Family Duties good Order. 

Yea, they are ſo, bur nor as they ſtand inthe obſervation of a formonly g 
for ſuch a praiſe may be obſerved and continued, when there is nor any thing 
of God to move unto it ; and that obſervation cannot then ſtand in the order 
of God, but in the diſorderly part of mans own will, who ſets his own time, 
and ſpeaks his own words, and in that performs fomethiog as a Serviceunto 
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God. Thereſore who are in this ſtate, and would have your Families come 


into good order in this place, keep your minds to the Spirit-of God in you,” 


and wait to know the motion of it, and it will (hew you'the time; and will 
give you words (if there beneed) in the time, and will move-to Prayer as 
there isneed, and will teach yoa how to pray, and what to ask+4- for the Spi- 


rit knows your infirmities, and makes interceſſion with g-0ans many times, 


when never a word 1s ſpokeng and when the Spirit of God moves you to a 
Duty, either on your own behalt. or the behalf of your Fimily;/in an 
place, then negle& not that time, but call your Family together, and fir 
down in Gods tear, and wait upon him, that in his Spirit you may diſcharge 
your Duty, and then it any thing be out of order in your Families, by 
which youare grieved, there wil! be a word ot Reproot given inthe Spirit , 
or if there be need of Exhortation, the Spirit will give a word of Exhor- 
tation ; and when 1t isa time of Prayer, the Spirit will move to prayer, 
and give words in Prayer :-And this will ſtand in Gods otder, and out of 
your own wills, a d you will have comfort in it, and this will (weeten 
your Families, and make you a good {ayour in your places, and the Lord will 
be amongſt you, .and do you good. 

So in all things mind that of Godin you, the Light which ſhews ſin in 
the Conicicnce, and reproves theevil. doer in all his ways, thatin the Light 
you may receive the wildom that- is pure ; and in that witdom to or- 
der all things you have 1n charge, to the Glory and praiſe of Almighty 
God, | 


To Servants in their Places. 


Ou that are called to ſerve,be you diligent in your places,and in all things, 
and in every place learn to (erve the Lord, for thatis good and accepta- 

ble with him and if ye ferve the Lord in fioglene(s of Heart, then you will 
diſcharge your dury in your placesz and have regard ro your p!aces out of the 
Fye ſervice; for if you only terve well whilſt your Miſte's Eye beholds you, 
thar is but a ſervice pertormed in awc to your Maſters Eye, and is no more 
but an Eye- ſervices but if you mind the 'rinciple of God, and ſtind in the 
fear of God, then will your care and diligence be to ſerve the Lord, and to 
ſerve your Maſters as in the fight of God, for the Eye of the Lord is always 
preſcntand beholds you ; or whether your Maſters Eye be over you, or abſent 
from you, your care ſhould be to ſerve the Lord, whoſe Eye behold: you in 
a'l places. and ar all times, and the intents ot your Hearts, and if you have 
thoughcs at any time to negle& your Maſters bufineſs, when you know, that 
he is abſent from you, is there not ſomething in you at that time which doth 
maniteſt thoſe thoughts unto you, and (hews you that they are amiſs > that 
is the lighe of Ch.iſt in your Conſciences, and is always preſent to behold 
whatever you intend; and if you beat any time negleRing yout Maſters by» 
fine(s which you are intruſted withall, and that your Maſter come and find 
you ſodoing, are you not then judged in your ſelves, and ſtand guilty of your 
offence betore your Maſter £ and that which judges you and reproves you, 
i; the light of. Jeius Chriſt in your Conſciences, for you do bear judgment 
in 
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in that caſe, and are certainly reproved in yourſelves, though yonr Maſter 
ſpea not a word unto you 5 and unto thaty on areto keep your minds, that 
with it you-miy be guided in your fervice, and thenthere will be noneed of 
your Maſters Eye, no fear of your Maſters coming; tor you will be found 
ſerving God in the Right, and in his tear you will be doing your Maſters bus 
ſineſs, then you will ſtand clear before the Lord in'all things, and therewill 
be no ſhame come upon you, whoſoever beholds you, or takes notice of you, 
for man needs never be aſhamed before men, that ſtands approved unto God 
in what he doth z and if he do nor ſt5nd approved unto God, then he hath a 
gilt upon, him, and the witneſs of God condethny him in himſelf, then if 
Men but lookat him, the witneſs condemns him, and the ſhame comes over 
him, for he ſtands gilty before God, chough man cannot accuſe him, and ſo 
in the Light you will be found ſerving the Lord, and doing your Maſters bu- 
fineſs juſtly, truly, and faithfully, as in the fight of God, and as if your Ma- 
ſters Eye were overyou, and this will be a good favour both to God and ho- 
neſt Men s but when your mindsare from that of God in you, the carele(- 
neſs and negligence atrends your places, and whether you ſerve or fervenor, 
you are not careful, or whether you labour or labour not, youdo not much 
regard, if your Maſters Eye be not over you ; and here you are out of your 
places, and with that of God in you, which is juſt and true, yon will in that 
place be reproved, and you can never be juſt nor crue indeed, but as you come 
to the Principle of God which is juſt and true, with that co be guided, which 
ia all things you are to mind , for there 1s not any that either: rule well; 
or ſerve faithfully, but ſuch as come to be guided by che Light of Chriſt Je- 
ſus in themſelves, and if yorr mind that when it doth atany time reprove you, 
then will Gods fear come to be placed in your Hearts, and the awe of Cod 
will be over you, and that will keep you in caretulneſs and diligence, to 
ſerve God and pleaſe God, and your ſervice to your Maſters will be per- 
formed faithfully ar all times,' and in all places, whether your Maſters be 
preſent or abſent, and you will not need to uſe deceit to cover your faults from 
your Maſters and Dames, bur in fingleneſs of Heart approve your ſclves to 
God, in all things wherein your ſervice lies to your Maſters, for when any 
fault is done by you for want of raking heed to the Light of Chriſt in you, 
and that the Light reprove you in'your Conſciences for it, and you with the 
light come to ſee wherein you have done amiſs, and that you have not per- 
formed your ſervice faichfully ro your Maſter z and when your Maſter comes 
t» blame you for it, then to ſeek out covers by deceit, and to forge lies for 
your own defence. (though with the light you lee you have done amiſs) this 
is2 very great cvil, becauſe it doubles the offence in the fight of God; for 
fiiſt to do amiſs, and then to ſeek a deceitful cover, and make lies your re- 
tuze 10 that caſe, this is ſharply reproved with that of God in you, which is 
juſt and true, and neither the firſt nor the ſecond in which you can approve 
you: Hrarts to Gadyz though by deceit and lies you may blind you Maſters 
Eyes and keep your ſelves trom blame as unto him, yet the Lord beholdeth 
you, and you connot clear your (clves betore him: And this is weighry on 
your parts, who are called to ſerve, and then take heed of vanity in every 
place, and do not uſe your liberty when you have it to fatisfie the fleſh nor 
do not {eek to pleaſe your ſelyes in foolith (ports, . but in the fear of the Lord 
improve your cime in his {ervice, and when at any time you have liberty from 


your 
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your labour, then be ſerious in your minds, and take-heed ro that of God in 
you, and conſider for what end that timeis allowed you, that when you have 
it, you may improve it in ſome holy exerciſe, pos yo what you know, 
aad not to ſpend ic in Ale-houſes, and in Sports and Pleaſuresz and in the 
Light read the Scriptures, you that can read, and wait to underſtand them, 
and meditate upon the good things of God, and conſider what you are in your 
ſelves without Chriſt, and what your end will be if you die in fin, and in the 
Light waiting, whether you can read Scriptures or no,your minds will be kept 
to God, and you will redeem the time which you haye vainly ſpent, and do 
not cloſe with Traditions in ady place; but joyn to the Spirit of God in your 
ſelves, and in that worſhip God, and ſerve God, and ſerve your Maſters 
fairhfully in your places, and be content wich ſuch things as are provided for 
you, grudge not at your Meat nor Drink, nor ſtrive not at the coſtly Ap- 

arel, but having Food and Raiment, be therewith content , and be aot 
Noarkful in your buſineſs, but with a ready miad anſwer your places diligently, 
and cheerfully, ſo will you be a geod favour in your places, and you will have 
comfort in the end, And be ſubjeR to your Maſters commands in all things 
that are juſt, knowing that you are to ſerve z and do not aſpire into equality . 
with your Maſters, for that brings up pride and hanghtineſs, and is fooliſh- 
neſs ; nor do not contemn any buſineſs, as below you, bur ſteop down to 
the loweſt, and do it willingly, if you be ordered todo it ; and do not ſeek 
afrer new places, and freſh ſervices, that will draw you into a reſtleſs ſtate, 
and finding ſome differences in places, your Eye will be towards that where 
you have beſt pleaſed your ſelves, and when you mcet with any thing con= 
trary in another place, then you are diſpleaſed with thar,and then are ready to 
ſay, it is buta Years and ſo your minds are gone from your place, before 
you be well come to it, and careleſneſs comes upon you, and your Maſters 
ſervice is negleRed by you and here you are not right in your places, but 
unſetled, and unſtayed, and ſo would every Year be removing, it not ſooner, 
and wandring, and trying 3 and this is a giddy head that runs out of the fear 
of God; forif you come to the lighe of Chriſt in your Conſciences, and 
come to walk in the Truth, you will be ſertled and ſtayed, and where you 
cometo be placed, you will not have a defire to remove, but to obſerve your 
place diligently carefully,and let not your minds look out for eaſe in any place, 
ſo that you be not oppreſſed aboveyour ſtrength;for many do themſelves wrong 
by lookiag our for eaſe,and ſo refuſe ſervice wholly,though able to perform it 
and ſo fall into a way of labour of their own induſtry, and provides for them< 
ſelves at their own hand; and this is ſomething that would not be under com- 
mand, but would be at liberty, and at eaſe, which doth not anſwer the 
Light of Chriſt, neither ſtands approved by it. So wait for Gods wiſdom, 
that with it you may be guided to ſtand and ſerve in your places ugto which 
you are called, anddepart not from the Counſel of the Lord, 
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To «Aged People. 


(vity is comely and honourable, it is comely and honourable, it 15 wor- 

thy to be reſpected and reverenced 3 bur if you count your gravity from 
your gray hairs only, thea you erre in judgment, and donor underſtand what 
gravity is; and from hence many are accounted grave men, and do accouuc 
themſelves {o to be, becauſe they have pafled over many Years, and by the 
comfe of Nature their hairs are changed gray, and they are come into an 
aged ſtate, and ſo you would be reſpeCted and honoured becauſe of your gray 
hairs, and becanſe of the multitude of your Years, and do eſteem your 
felves to be the chiefeſt in wiſdom, and ot the deepeſt underſtanding, and of 
the greateſt knowledge tocrder things aright, 

Now this is not the thing which makes you grave, or ſets you ina right 
capacity for true order ; for an old Man may havea ſtrong will to advance 
ſomething in his own Eyes, and to ſet up ſomething from his own apprehen- 
fions, and from this ground in himſclt he would not meet with an oppoſer z 
for he counts himſelf grave and wiſe, and of a deep underſtanding, and if 
any thing meet his will in oppoſition, then he is diſpleaſed, and the fretting 
froward Nature riſes in the paſſion 4 and this manifeſts chat he hath nor che 
Wiſdom of God, that is peaceable, and ſo is not in the true gravity, norin 
that which gives ſound coanfe}, which is grave and honourable. 

Therefore 1 write unto yow old men, who have paſſed over many Years, 
and now draw nigh to finiſh your days, and yet know not the true gravity, 
though you be full of gray hairs, for gravity is in the ſound and perteR wif- 
dom of God, by which wiſdom all things were made and created, and in that 
is the ancient of days fitting, and there is gravity in the Life, andin the 
Power, and the Wiſdom which created all thingsin righe order, and beheld 
them very good, in that is the gravity and the ſound wiſdom, therefore un» 
to that you muſt all come, who yet do not know it, that you may fcel the 
ancient of days fitting in yoo, with his wiſdom ro guide you, then will true 
gravicy beautity you, and make you honourable in your latter days, in which 
gray hairs over-ſpread you; for look back to the beginning of your time, 
and behold the {wifrnefs of 'the Years charare paſt, and confider wheres you 
have affurance of Gods Salvation in your latter days, and whether you be re. 
deemed ont of the world, with all the vain Cuſtoms and Traditions that be 
in the world, and whether you have Everlaſting Peace ſealed unto you in the 
Covenantot God: Conſider this with your (elves, and be ferious ; for it is 
high time for you toawake, and that the time paſt of your lives may ſuffice, 
in which you have wrought the will of rhe Geariles, and that now you may 
come to redeem the time which you have ſpent 4 for many of you have ſpent 
much time, but few amongſt you that have redeemed it, and chrough the 
cuſtom which you have obſerved in your time, you are bound up in what you 
nm and it is a very hard thing ro plugk up your Root, becauſe it had a 

ong time to ſpread it felf in the bottom, and it is very hard to cut down 
your Branches, they have had ſo long time trogrow in ſtrengths and you hav. 
ing ſeated your ſelves in. the depths of Cuſtoms aad Formality, ir ”_ 
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hard thing to remove you out of your Habirations, and you have much to 
ſ:y in your own defence, and can plead the antiquity of your ſtanding, and 
the multitude of your Years, and ſo you would uphold ſuch things as have 
been 2ccuſtom. d, ro you, and you can hardly believe, that any other thing 
can be ſo right and good as what you pratiſe, and you fear your ſelves its this 
perſwafion, bi c:ufe yon are old men, 7nd (o you love your Church, and you 
love your Miniſtry, and you love your Weurihip, and you can plead antiqui- 
ty in your Years. and for your practiſes, and can (ay, thus it hath beenall 
my time yz but conſider our preſent time, and how it is with younow, tor 
many Years may bring many things to paſs, and that which ſeemed rizht, in 
the beginning, may prove wrong before the end, and ſo you may erre 1 
your Obſervations and Cuſtoms z, for God 1s nor limitcd to time or perſon, 
bue manifeſts himſelf after the good pleaſure of his own will, and you are to 
mind the preſent manifeſtation of God in you, and in that wait co know the 
mind of God in your preſent day z tor regeneration muſt be wrought in you, 
or you cannot have a part in Gods Kingcom 3 and it is alittle Child that is 
Heir of the Kingdom, a Child born again not of fl.ſh, nor of blood, 
nor .of the-wi'l of Man, but of God, and the Child is th: Heir, and 
was before your days, though many Years you have paſſed over z for before 
Abraham was, 7 am, (aith Chiiſt, who is rhefirſt and the laſt; and here is 
Chriſt before you, and Chiiſt after you, and without Chriſt your days will 
end in {.rrow, and your latter end will be grief, 

Therefore come to his Light with which you are enlightned, the Lizhe 
that manifeſts your ſin, and reproves you for your obſerved Traditions, :ad 
wait to receive Chriſt in his Light, and do-not caſt his reproof behind you, 
then will you know the ancient of days , who is the fiſt, and he will be born 
a lictle Child who is the Heir of Promiſe, and of the Kingdom. aad life 
without end; and this is gravity, when Chriſt ruleth in Man, and his Wil- 
dom governs Man, then are gray hairs wade comely, bur it is che wiſdom 
'which is. h-nourable, and the Fullneſs of this age will en in joy and peace, 
'T berefore mind your day, which at the longeſt is bur v+ry ſhore, and think 
not to.ſay. with your ſ{e]ves, we have lived many Years, and we have ſeen 
many things, and we hope that God will ſh?w mercy, this willnot be a ſuffi- 
cient ſtre(s ro uphold youy nay, though you may ſay, you believe in Chriſt, 
and'that. he is your Saviour, yer in your latter end he will not ſtand by 1 ov, 
whoſe works deny him, tor he is pure, and holy, and righteous altogether, 
and there isno unclean thing can come into his Kingdom , theretore you muſt 
deny your old things, and your ancient Cuitoms; {which you have lived in 
afrer the fleſh, and. believe in che Light and Power of Chriſt, in which 
Power a new bi:th is born to inheric the Kingdom, and except ye enter the 
Kingdom of God a5 a little Child, you can in nowife come therein : Soyou 
mult believe in the Power of Chriſt manifeſt in you, which! is a reproving 
Principle in your Conſciences, and checks you for evil thoughts, words and 
deeds, 'and: by believing in the Power, tle times paſt willdie, and ail the 
Obſervations and old Cuſtoms will cie, and the World, and a}l the thi gy 
That are in it will die, and all-your old affcRions and laſts which you have 
loved and delighted in, in the world, threy will alldie, and a new life you will 
thenknow in Chriſt, and his Liſe and his Wiſdom. will cloath you, andchea 
you will kno the. firſt, who is the ancient of days to ficin you, and by his 
Vi iidom 
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Wiſdom governing, and that is gravity which is honourable : So ſpend not 
your days any longer in Cuſtoms and Traditions, but mzke haſt and redeem 
them, and delay notco turn to the light in your Conlciences, the next re- 
proof which you will certainly feel, the next evil thought you chink, or 
word you ſpeak, or deed which you do ; and by turning to the Light, and 
obeying the Light, you will come to receive Gods wildom, and in that order 
all things for Ins Glory, and ſo tobe a good ſavour to God, and leave a good 
favour behind you when your days are finiſhed z for the Eyes of many ate up- 
on you, becauſe you are old men; and it any miſcarriage come to paſs by 
you, or any thing be aRed or done that is amis in any place, then many re- 
ceive ſtrength in the (ame thing, and are encouraged to pradtiieit, becauſe 
they have obſerved the (ame thing to be done by you z and chis doth not ho» 
nour your gray Hairs, when you are a bad ſavour in your generation z but it 
brings a ſtain and a blot upon your name, and you will paſs away with an ill 
favour, So in all things be circumſpeR, and redeem your time, for you have 
but a little, that you may finiſh with joy, 
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To ſuch as live a ſrngle Life. 


Clogleneſs is a good ſtate, and in that ſtate Temptations = be reſiſted 28 
eafily a$ in any ſtate whatſoevet our of the Life, and they t 
Light, and with the Light, are kept ſingle every wayz they may receive 
much peace and ſatisfaRion in their conditiongfor there is not ſuch a neceſſity of 
ourward care lies upon a fingle life, as upon ſuch who are outwardly joyned z 
and ſo Temprations may be the more eaſily refiſted in many places, fot 
Temptations come the ſtrongeſt when the mind is cumbred in much careleſs 
neſs; and there is an opportunity in that place for darkneſs to ſtrike in and 
enter, and to be amongſt the multitude of thoughts, and in thoughts cum+ 
bred in caring; in that place Temptations lie neat, and proffer themſelves 
unto that part which is cumbred in the care z and it is a common thing amongſt 
people that are not redeemed, nor have not Faith in God, nor caſt nor cheir 
care upon God in every Condition, to let forth their minds into much; care- 
falneſs, and ſo into the cumber ; and in that place they are rowled up and 
down in the cares of this life ; and it is much nearer unto a people who are 
outwardly joyned, and have Families of Children to provide for, than it is 
to thoſe that live a fingle life z ſo that a fingle life is outwardly the freeſt ſtate, 
as it ſtands related to its own ſingleneſs, yet not ſucha ſtate-as can be ſaid is 
wholly free from Temptations, bur lies expoſed to many dangers and ſnares, 
notwithſtanding it may bea ſingle life in its own relation outwardly, and is a 
ſtate which may be paſſed more eaſily through, than a joyned ſtate; yet ſuch 
have need to ſet their watch in the Light, leſt their Enemy ſteal upon them 
unawares, that whilſt they ſerve themſelves through their fingleneſs, he do 
not come upon them another way z for if they ſtand free from care jnrelati- 
on to their fingleneſs, which is a ſtate that few come unto; bur it it be (o 
with any, and chat Temprations do not point at carefulneſs, yer they may 
point at eaſe and ſecurity, and there may be a fitting down inan eaſetul ſtate., 
and being well provided for in the outward, and having enough on that hand, 
and no charge tolookafter, or totake care for, there may be a fitting down 
ina ſecret joy of their own happineſs, And now mark, though Temptari- 
ons do not here point at carefulneſs, yet they point at ſecuriry and eaſe, and 
being joyned unto ic on that hand,there is a fitting down in theFullneſs of whar 
is poſſeſſed outwardly? and fo no exerciſe in the mind, either by Filth in 
God, or truſt in him, but an caſeful ſtate, in which ſtate God is the ſooneſt 
forgotten; and in this place people may fir, and not have Godin all their 
thoughts ; and therefore it is not how a fingle life ſtands inrelation to ir ſelf, 
but how it ſtands in relation to God, for it may be ſingle in relationto itſelf, 
and yert in that ſtate falls into the greateſt ſnares, and entanglements ; and 
where there is a full ſtate in a ſingle lite, the mind not beingredeemed out of 
the world, there is a Temptation lies 'in that place ; and that part which is 
alive to the World, that part would heap up the Worlds Riches, though 
ſuch a one do not know who ſhall poſſeſs themy and in this place a ſingle 
life may be deeply entangled in the World with the care and deceitfulneſs 
of Riches, and then by Kiches and Wealth there is ſeeking after honour 
 — 
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and eſteem amongſt Men, and to be honoured becauſe there is Fullneſs of 
Riches, and that exalecth into pride and haughrineſs, and there may be alfo 
in fuch a one an eye open towards a joyned ſtarez and by his Wealth and 
Riches ſo gathered, he-would be accepted into an aniwerable Condition of 
the ſame, and (o through his ſingle lite, is ſeekiag advancement in- 
to 4 joynied ſtare z, and this is a great evil and bondage* 'Soa ſingle life may 
run as far from the Kingdom of God, as thoſe that-are joyned together, and 
have Children and Families to provide fory and'it is not how any man or 
woman ſtands related to a Condition outwardly that' makes them accepted of 
God, but how they ſtand to God with their hearts and minds in every Con+ 
dition : So all that be in a fingle life outwardly, are to be carcful how they 
ſtand in relation to God, and how their minds are exerciled, and in what 3 
that whilſt they are (ingle in relation to the outward; they donor fall under 
the powers of darkneſs within, and ſo be taken and fnared with their minds 
amongſt many entanglements, and yet look at themſelves to be frecft in 
their ſingle life z for that which makes all people happy, and every Condi- 
tion (ſweet, is to anſwer the Light of Chriſt Jeſus manifeſt in their Conſci- 
ence, and then however they ſtand in relation to an outward ſtate, they will 
have peace with God, and: comfort.in their places z and whether joyned or 
fiogle, the fullneſs of the Lord God: will meaſure forth a portion unto ſuth, 
and they will poſſeſs bis bleffing both inwardly and outwardly : So to be fingle 
to God in the Light is a) fate, © | | 
- And all you that atefingle'in your life, : as to the autward, andare in ſome 
laces freed from cares and cumbets,:which ſome that are joyned may be in z 
take heed of eaſe, and take heed of 'Coverouſneſs, and pride, and turn your 
minds to the Light of Chriſt-Jeſus in your Conſciences, and with the Light 
you will ſee that you have need to be careful, and to be watchful ; for except 
you be Regenerated and 'Born again, you are at as great a diſtance from the 
Kingdom of God as thoſe thatarejoyned'; but if you come to the Light and 


Power of God, wich the Power to be born again, then you will come into 


Freedom by the Son, and will be free indeed; and then will your hearts and 
minds ſtand ſingle to God, and your: care and confidence will be caſt upon 
God, and his Power, and Life, and Wiſdom will cloath you ; and you will 
then be a good ſavonr in'your places; / and will be ready to do good with rhar 
you have, and to honour God with whatche gives youz and ſo a fingle life in 
the outward, and a ſingle 'mind tro God: in the inward, may here clap bands 
with joy ; and whether fiagle or joyned,: or how people may ſtand related ro 
ſuch outward ſtates, that do not puta difference to the inward Joy, and Peace, 
and Comfort of the Lerd; bur being faithful to the;Light, and walking in 
the Light and Fear of the Lord; and foto be born of the Seed Immortal of 
God, there isa ſiogle, upright, innoccur mind known, 8nd whether outwardly 


Joyned, or ſingle, the Seed bf God is felt,” in which isthebleſſing; 
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Unfverfal Love, 


To Toung People. 


Young Men and Women, the prime of your days are now pre'ent with 
you, and the days paſt you cannot call again, nor the days to come you 
know not ; and now as you have a preſent time, and a preſent day, mind 
the Lord God, and his Fear, that the days to come may not flip away from 
you, and end in ſorrow z for thongh you be naturally in full ſtrengrh, and 
in the prime of yourdays, yet the Lord can cur you down in a moment, and 
bring your days ſuddenly to an end ; for he is God, and there is not another, 
ir is he that formed you in the Womb, and hath brought you forth in your 
Generation, and hitherto hath prolong'd your daysz and he hath nor only 
brought you forth in a natural Generation, but he hath alſo placed in you a 
meaſure of Lite that is pure of himſelf, and is immortal, which in your Con- 
ſciences doth manifeſt it ſelf in brightneſs, and is a true and faichiul witneſs 
for God , And this hath the Lord God done for you, and thereia his love is 
manifeſt unto you z and you are to mind that Principle of God which is pure, 
above all things, and to keep your minds ſtayed in ir, and when you are re- 
_ with it, then do not ftart afide, but cloſe in with icy and with its 
ight you may hebold your ſelves amiſs; for as your minds are from that of 
Godin you, youare exerciſing your full ſtrength ia vanity, and ſpending the 
prime of your days infolly; and the further you go forward in that path, the 
longer will be your' return , and the ſharper will be your judgment, And 
what profic doth 'yaniry bring you, when you have been in the mirth of ig 
one day? doth it not paſs away from you the next day ? and do you not feel 
that reproof overtakes you, and that the witneſs of God in your Conſcience 
ſmites you, and you many times are brought ro mourn in ſecret ? and doth 
not your /0y and mirth in vanity here end in ſorrow ? for being in your full 
ſtrength, you purſue vanity with eagerneſs, and you ſport your ſelves as if 
you could never ſport enough, and the diverſities of vanity your miads 1ua 
into, and with ſuch things you grieve the Lord. 

Therefore conſider your day, and your preſent time, and ſpend not your 
full ſtrength in vanity, and fay in'your hearts, God ſhall have your latrer 
Age ; but this is onr prime time, and if we do not now rejoyce and be merry, 
we ſhall never have ſuchatimeagain. This is your own way, and you pleaſe 
your (elves in it, but know, That for aff theſe things God mill bring you te 
Tudemert, And what if he cut you down in your full ſtreagth, and inthe 
height of your vanity ? then as Death leaves you, Judgment will find you, 
and in the Grave there is no repentance. | 

T hereſore young people, conſider your preſent Gay, andlet all your va- 
nity go, it will never bring comfort in the latter end ang to live in thar, 
and pleaſe your ſelves inthat, which will not give zou peace in the end, whar 
is the profit you reap by it £ Surely no mote but the atis\ying of your vain 
minds, which God will judge, and that is aſ(ad ſtate : And now your full 
Nrength being naturally upon you, and ite bad Nature being at !iberty in 
you, you mult needs 1un in the (wifteſt ſtream of vanity, and that mind 
leeks to pleaſe it (ef, and to behold it ſelf in the excellency of Yr own 
oimsg 
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form and ſo you adorn your Bodies with coſtly Apparel, and Broidered Hair, 
and many fooliſh, needleſs things, which are of no ule nor ſcrvice;bur to pleale 
your haughty minds, 

Theretote, Toung people, Remember your Creator in the days of your Towth, 
and whilſt you be in your full ſtrength, give up your (elves to lerve the Loid, 
and turn to the Light with which you are enlightned, and be obedient unto 
the Light in all things, and whenit reproves your vanity in any place, ther 
love it, and part with your vanity for it, that you may walkin it, and that 
will reform your ways and doings where ever they are amiſs, and will do you 
good in your latter end and by loving the Light, and denying your (elves to 
your vanity and pleaſures, the Light will lead you and guide you ina way 
that you do not know, a way of true Joy and Peace, where no unclean thing 
can walk : And this will do you good, and in the Light you will have an un- 
derſtanding given to diſcern things that be amils in every place, 2nd you will 
come ro (ce: that thoſe Cuſtoms your Parears trained you up in, and raught 
you to obſerve, that they are all vain, and not worthy to be obſerved ; and 
ſo wherein you have been amiſs, in the vain Cuſtoms and Traditions, if you 
love the Light, ir will reſorm your ways and your doings where they are amiſs; 
and chat will die which you have obſerved our of the Truth, inavy Cuſtom 
or Tradition which you have been accuſtomed to, and have been taught by 
your Parents to oblerve z for many Toung People that come into ſuch a Cu» 
ſtom in their Infancy, being taught co obſerve them by their Parents, that 
in their youthful days they are natural to them in praQtile; and ſo7oung Peo- 
ple are much wronged in their Infancy, whilſt they are not capable of any 
more than whae they receive from others, and follow that ia the cuſtom 

| and practiſe as a right thing, and (o by the Traditions received from theit 

2 Fathers, and not after Chriſt the Light, the Truth, the Power and Wiſ- 

dom of God : And therefore Toung People, take heed tro the Light , for 

that is the thing you muſt all come unto, if you come unto God, and depart 
out of all your vain Cuſtoms, and Faſhions, and Traditions, your pride, and 
vanity, and falſe worſhips, and learn of Chriſt who is meek and lowly, that 
he may Baptize you into his Death while you are young, and that he may raiſe 
you up in his life to bear witneſs to his name in your Generation , ſo you 
will bea Generation in time to come, and will be good patterns in your places 
to young Generations that are to ſucceed yyu :, Andas evil hath ehtred by 
diſobedience, and flows into Genetations 35 a ntutal Stream in vanity, int 

Cuſtoms and Traditions, ſo by Chriſt Jeſus, righteouſneſs may ſpring and 

flouriſh, and flow in from Generation to Genetatioh;; "and ther will Gene- 

rations be bleſſed in their Generation, and have the power atid preſence of 

God amongſt them, So you coming to be ordered Gods Wiſdom inyour 

Generation, and walking in meekne(s and humbleneſs/of mind in yogr Ges 

neratiori, and in love and peace unto all people, ' you will then be.a ſweet (a- 

vour in your Generation, and'your ſavourwill deſcend'to Generations to.come; 
and then will the Lord delight in you, and multiply your peace and joy, and 
all yu with his Bleſſings, So Toung People, fear the Lord God in your day... 
and time, that it may be well wich you in your latter etid. UY £: 9. 
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To LittleChildren. 


F lite Childran , there may be many of you at preſent, who are not | 


capable to receive Information, which in time may grow into that 
ſtate, as to be ſenſible of your Conditionsz and as you that are not now 
capable to come into a capacity , let your minds be kept to that of 
God in you, ſo will you in your day come to the Truth, and walk in 
the Truth with thoſe, which in this preſent time are in a capacity to be 
iaformed into it, and are made willing to receive itz for, Children, there 
is bur ene Truth, and that Truth is Chriſt Fefus, who through all Ge- 
nerations is the ſame, and the Truth is the way ro God, and leads to 
God ; and ſo Chriſt Feſus is the Light, the Way, the Trath, and the 
Life, and there is none comes to the Father, but by him, and Chiiſt 
faith, Learn of me, for 1 am meek and lowly, and you ſhall find r:ft for your 
Souls, So you muſt. mind the Light with which Chriſt ealightens you, 
which Light is in your Confciences, and with its Light it will let you 
ſee when you think any bad thought, or ſpeak any bad words, or when 
you do any-thing amiſs, it you tell a lie, it will ſhew it anto you; if 
you. (wear, .it will let you ſee that you have done amils ; if you be an« 
gry , or-froward , ox perverſe , oy haſty, the Light will let you ſee thae 
you -thqyld. not do ſuch things, and will make them manifeſt unto you 
to- be evil z then when you ſee_the evil wich che Light, loye the Lighe 
that ſhews its and if you love the Light, the Lighr will guide you, and 
lexd you [in the way of Peace 3, and it you keep your mind unto it, 
and. lave itz then you will not walk in Darkneſs, nor run into the evil 
deeds of -Darkneſsz and: this will be your peace. And upon the firſt 
days, which the Heathen calls Ss#d4y, do not run into wicked practiſes, 
but ſeeing} i is 4-day. in which people do not follow their labours , 
be careful, «bat in keeping of it, you keep! it to the Lords and take 
your Books,” and read. is; that-which is good, you that can read, and when 
you dqinor read, and. you that cannot read, keep quiet, and be ſill, and 
Gr. in tbe Fear of ,Gogdg;and do not: run into vain ſports, which upon 
that day 4:praRiſed and obſeryed ; for thea you will grieye God that 
made yaw;;and' he. wilt comet you as diſobedient Children: And when 


you rged gþe Scriptures,. read them in the Feat of God, and not with a_ 


vain mingd,o 2nd wait :£0, underſtand what you read, for the Scriptures 
were given forth from the Spirie-of God , Jand you cannot underſtand 
them, though you: read, them, and get them as they are in words into 

our My moty, but ps, you come t0-/a meaſure of the Light and Spirit of 

od in your ſelves, whigh is the {ame in you, according to meaſure, -as 
was in them that gave the Scriptures forthz for the Scriptures, which 
from the Spirit of God were given forth, they are true and faichful Say- 
iags of the Holy Men of God. who knew God in his Power, and in his 
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Life, and in his wiſcom. Bur Children, the Scriptures are ſpoken to di- 
vers ſtates, and lieth in divers adminiſtrations, and yet all from one Spirit 
given forths and as you read in places, then confider with your ſelves, what 
the adminiſtration is in it ſelf, and unto what ſtate it is ſpoken, and whether 
you can witneſs that ſtate in your ſelves z and as you read in the Light, and 
wait in the Light, che Scriptures will open ro you, and you will come t6 
know the Scriptures fulfilled in you, and then you will underſtand them, and 
have comfort in them, or otherwiſe they will not do you any good toread 
them. $o when you read any place of Scripture, then weigh ir well in your 
minds, aad conſider, whether that Scripture be fulfilled in you, and how 
your ſtate ſtandeth in relation to that ſtate which the Scripture ſpeaks of, for 
you may read in the Scripture, thatitis ſaid, Remember thy Creator in the days 
of thy Touth ; then conſider that Scripture well, and examine your {<lves, and 
try whether you remember your Creator, or forget him ;; for if youdo evil, 
then you forger your Creator, if you do not walk in his Fear, you donot 
remember him , it you tell a lie, or be froward, or ſport your ſelves in va» 
nity,. you do not then remember your Creator, and you erre trom that Scri- 
pture, and from the Spirit that gave it forthz and then what good will rhe 
Scripture do you to read it for People have read them, and heard them, and 
the Prieſts have been giving meanings to them long enough, but what better 
areſuch for reading and hearing them, or for the Priefts meanings cither con- 
cerning' them, whoare from the _ in themſelves, from which they were 
given forth, and ſaknows not the fulfilling of them. And you may read in 
the Scriptures, that Chriſt ſaid, 7 aw: tbe Light of the World 3} be that follows 
we ſhall nor: abide in derkzeſs. Thets conſider where you arey for if you be 
come to the Light, and} follow the Light; then you care not lie, nor ſwear, 
nor be froward; norproud, nor heady, nor vainin any thing ; for it you live 
inſuch things, you afe.in Darkneſs, (and under the Power of the Devil, 'and 
do nat-follow Chriſt che Light: Then what good will che reading of the 
words doyou? or what is the profit which youreapby reading the Scriptures, 
and to.read that Chriſt hath ſpoke ſuch words, and ro have a belief in you 
that the wards are true, and you your ſelves be in darinefs, and under the 
condemnation of the Light,' becauſe you donot follow it? you have nopro- 
fic ac all by reading the Scriptures. Again, you may read inthe Scriptures, 
that Chriſt ſaith, Lears. of me, / am meek aud lowly, Now if you be heady 


. and haſty; thin you do-not learn of Chriſt z fo you are from borh the Scri> 


pture and-the Spiritz then what do you profic by reading them? And fo of 
all che reſt of the Scriptures in their places, Wait to underſtand the admi- 
niſtratiof? and che condition, and not only how: it might lieto others ther, 
but how: it lies to you now, for the Scriptures ſaith, God refifteth the proud, 
8d gineth:Grace to the humble, Now there is Two ſtares ſpoken of in thoſe 
words, :and:allo Twaadminiſtratians, the one of reſiſting, gnd'the other of 
giving '6.r. God refiſterh the one, -and gives Grace tothe other : So to un« 
derftang this in your ſelves : for it you be proud; wand exalted in your minds, 
26d make your ſelves merry over the; witneſs of God, then 4oth God rcfiſt 


.you inthariſtate, and you cannot come unto him, but lie under' the admini- 


Kratiog of his Fuſtice,/ and: under the condemnation of his Power; but if 
you be: humble-minded, and bow to the Light, and obey the Light, then 
God will give bis Grace unto you, and you will be partakers of the 2dmini- 
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ſiracion of his grace, and his grace will ſave yon from the Devils Power, 
for pride is the Devils work z and whatſoever your minds do advance into, 
or are lifred up in, wherein you ſeck any glory or praiſe'to your {clves, thar 
is the work ot the Devil, and is reſiſted of God z bur your minds being kept 
bumble before God, that is his own work, and he doth not refiſt chat, bur 
gives his grace freely eo it, and his grace faveth ; and then you will know 
that Scripture fulfilled in you, where ir is written, By Grace ye are ſaved, 
throwgh Faith, So by believing in the Light, the mind with the Light is 
kept humble to God, and he gives his grace, and by grace is Salvation known 
through - Faith z and then you will come to know that Scripture tulfilled; 
where it is written, He that believeth is ſaved, for your belief ſtanding inthe 
Light, and you coming to obey the Light, as ic manifeſts it ſelf in your 
Conſciences, then you come out of Darkneſs, and ont of Sin, and ſo from 
under the Devils Power, and follows Chritt your Saviour, when you will 
know Chriſt to be your leader; for it you obey his Lighr, and follow his 
Light, then he becomes your leader z and you will come to ſee what he turns 
yout minds from, and what he leads you out of, and alſo what he turns your 
minds into, and what way he leads you in. | 

( So mark Children, ) when you are in fin and vanity, the Light of Chriſt 
doth ſecretly check and reprove you z then itanding ſtill in obedience co the 
Light which reproves you, the Light turns your minds from the (in, and 
from the vanity, and gathers your minds to it ſelf, in which chere is no fing 
then you yielding to the drawings of the Zight, and loving the Lighr, ir 
leads you out. of that which it doth reprove you for; and ſo you come from 
ander the condemnation, and receive the mercy, and the Lighc leads you 
into holineſs and goodneſs, :and juſtifies you, So Chriſt turns from the ſin, 
and then leads out of the fin, if you. yield your ſelves ro obey him $ and he 
alſo turns to that which is good, pal leads to the enjoyment ot ir. And 
this is the way of Peace, and this is the way where the Trath is ſound, and 
where life and curable Riches are poſſeſſed, and in this ſtare you will know 
Chriſt the Light, the Way, the Truth and the Life ; then you will know 
that which is good, and willlive in that which is good ; and then you will be 
ſervants unto God, and not ſervants to the Devil z all chat are proud, and 
heady, and high-minded, all Drunkards, and Swcarers, and Lyars, and 
prophine Perſons, all that ſport and play, and follow vanity, they ate ſer- 
vants of the Devil, and that is his work they are doing, and rejoycing in, and 
ſuch are ont of the favour of God : But all chat obey che Light, when for 
ſuch 'things it doth reprove them, and with the Light comes to be drawa our 
of them, then they depart out of ſuch evils; and cannot ſerve the Devil an 
longer, but yield themſelves ſervants to obey Chriſt, and follow Chriſt, and 
he leads them in humility and lowlineſs of mind, and heteacherhthem to be 
ſober, and to ſpeak truth, and to do juſtly, and to walk always in fear before 
him: And when you come into this ſtate, then you are ſervants of Chriſt, 
and know his Power that hath redeemed you from under the power of the 
Devil, and (o you come from Darkneſs to the Light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God ; and then you know that Scripture fulfilled inyou, and 
are come to the power which remits your fin unto you 4 for Children, you 
are conceived in fin z and though you may not have committed much ſin atu- 
ally, becauſe many of you are Young in Years, and in the ſtate of. Infancy, 
yer 
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yet you'bring the Root of fin with you into the world z ( mark ) the Root 
of fin is in you from your natural conception, and as you grow inyour natu- 
ral ſtare; from that Root are all the evil Branches nouriſhed, and fo (pring 
up, and is manifeſted by you, and then fin is aRually commirred by you, 
and the gilt comes upon you, which before you were clear of, though the 
Root of fin was in you: All people that are ont of the Truth, may learn 
what this means, though it be written to Children 3 for fin lies io the Root 
from your conception, and then you coming to be ated by the Devil, who 
in that Root is lodged, you aQually commit fin, and come under condem- 
nation; and by how much you aQually cominit fin, by ſo much the more 
doth the body of it grow and incteaſe, and the greater the body grows, the 
harder it is to be broken, 

Therefore, little Children, I write unto you in much love, becauſe many 
of you are yet innocent, *and know not your right hand from your left, that 
you. in time may be careful; for in your render Years you are as Young 
Plants, eafily bended, but growing up iato a fuller ſtrength, you will not (0 
eafily be made ſubje& z tor if you come to be wrapped into the Root of fin, 
and delight your ſelves in the ation of ic, there will be ſharper judgmenc 
from the Power of God riſe againſt you, and be executed upon you, and 
greater will your condemnation be ; for, as I ſaid before, that the greater 
the body of fia is, the greater will be the judgment, and ic will fall with a 
greater weight upon you, and the hand of the Lord will be more ſharp in ſe- 
verity againſt you, So do not encreaſe your own burdens, by increafing the 
body of fin, forevery fin actually committed by you doth add to the body of 
its but whilſt you are young and tender, mind the Light of the Laxd God, 
and his Power in you, and you will be kept clean in your infancy, and fo 
come to be planted into the Root of Life, whilſt youare young; and be 
nouriſhed in the love of God, and he will beautifie you with the holineſs of 
of his life, whilſt you are young, and you will be unto the Lord a choſen 
Generation, and Generations to come will call you Blefled, 

And fo, Children, mind the love of God , for God hath mack love unto 
= ; for you are not ſo much defiled with fia, as many others in whom the 

ody of fin ſtandeth; and the Lord would not have you to commit fin, and 
to defile your ſelves with it z but his love is to you in Chriſt Feſus the Light, 
that you mighe be cleanſed whilſt you are young, and be kept clean through- 
out your days; and it you mind the Lord, he will do you good, and make 
you a Bleſſing in his hand, and you will be a good ſavour in your preſent Ge- 
neration, and ſo Truth and Rightcouſnets will naturally low unto Genera- 
tions to come, and the Seed of the evil-doer, with his evil Brances will be 
plucked vp, and rooted up, and the pure Seed of Ged will (pring and increaſe, 
and bring forth its natural Fruit of holineſs and mercy, and all goodneſs ; 
and the glory of ic will ſpread abroad through Generations, and it will become 
a covering over the Earth, as Waters cover the Sea, An\ now, Children; 
you being careful co walk in the Fear of God, as you are brought forth in your 
natural Generation, ſo to paſs your days in all humility and Fear, that your 
ſavour may be (weet in your Generation, and that the end of your days ma 
cloſe in the righteou'neſs and holineſs of God, that the next Generation which 
is to come may feel the ſweetneſs of your ſavour, and that you may leave 2 
(weet ſayouc behind you in the life of God; 
Sg 
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So, little Children, I have briefly informed 'you-jin many places, and in 
much plainneſs 1 have ſpoken. trurh ro your capacities,, that you may feel the 
Witneſs of God in your Conſciences give an anſwer, which if you rake heed 
unto, you will do well z therefore be carcful, and the Lord God Almighty 
give you an underſtanding in all chings, that you- may be a (weert-ſayour co 
God, and honour God throughout your days z ſo he will make you Children 
of his Kingdom, and Heirs ot his Blefling for ever. 


UMI 


1663 | — Univerfal Lote. | Fa 


tw. 


To ſuch as are in outward 
Government. 


e Wiſdom of God was the firſt in Government, and by Wiſdom, the 

whole Creation, was, brought forth 1a a holy .Order, and by Wildam 

was governed in its, created ſtate, and the whole Univerle ſtood ſubjeed 
in that Rate unto Wildom's Government, and there was no diſorder nar 
confuſign throughout, the whole body of the Creation, but every thing as it 
was brought forth in Wiſdom's time and order, ſo it was ſubjected the 
wer of Wiſdom's Goyernment , but when man degenerated from the Wil 
14 of God, by which iall things were made and created, then he weat 
from under the power of Wiſdom's Government in himſelf, and became a- 
&ually diſpoſed in his own wiſdom, and thereby loſt his Dominion in Gods 


Wiſdom : And this was his fall, hefell fromthe Wiſdom above. that is 


into the wiſdom below that is earthly, and fefiſual, and deviliſh , and thamhe 
diſorder. came into him,. which by his own wiſdom he could not reQafie. 
And. ſince the orderly Government” of Wiſdom hath been loſt, there hath 
been diſorder amongſt the Sons of men, and fo there hath been a ſerting up 
of ſome, who have beeg appointed for the work of Governmeat, and to rule 
with their power to: keep order amongſt men, and to keep them in peace 
one another,; and to preſerve every man every way in his proper 
ſtate wherein he outwardly is placed: And in this place 4oſes was appointed 
and ſet togovern /ſrael in the Wiſdom of God , and it is faid, that Moſes 
was the meekeſt man upon the earth, and he governed 1ſrae/ in meekneſs, and 
in wiſdom; and was a Magiſtrate for good untothem , and the Law that was 
given him of God, he was faithful in the execution of it, and the tranſgreſſor 
came under his power, and the righteous was ſet free, for the Law was not 
made for them, neither did Aoſes execute it upon them. Andin thoſe days 
true Juſtice had a free courle from the wiſdom of God in Aoſes, ad he was 

4 praiſe to them that did well, and 4 terror to the evil-deers : And here he had 
the Sword | ramen in his right hand, and it went over the head of the tran(- 
greſſor, and brought the tranſgreſlor into ſubjetion ; And this was true judg- 

ment, and righteous, and. the execution of the righteous Law, ſtood in the 

righteous principle of God, which principle did endue Adoſes with wiſdom and 
with meekneſs to govern. : 

And the Scriptures mention divers Governments, which in Ages paſt have 
been ſet over the people, and ſome of them ruled in righteouinels, and under 
them the people had Joes ; and {ome that ruled in cruelty, and in their days 
the people had trouble , and ſuch Rulers turned againſt the righteous, whom 
they ſhould have protected , and then therewas a complaint that juſtice was 
turned backward, and equity could not enter, and that juſtice was fallen in 
the itreets, and that the righteous was become a prey, and ſuch were wicked 
thit made a prey upon the righteous. And tlcſethings came to pals, either 
25 the Rulers received the wiſdom of Goth or contenmuted it , for gre 
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5 not poſſible that any ſhould rule for God,” or ſhould 
0 [ 1th a good underſtanding ; 
for Solomon, who was endued with wiſdom, and '1n Wi whole 
Memory doth not periſh, but is a good ſavour BANS faith, 6# pr 


evil way, and the 


leads in the way of Righteouſneſs, and in the mid{tof the paths of Judgment, 
that ſhe may cauſe thoſe that love her to inherit ſubſtance, and fill ther trea- 
fares: And hereis Wiſdom, and her portion to her children, a portion thar 
is durable and Everlaſting; andthis is a fouriſhing ſtate, and a ſtatiding Go- 
vernment ; but without Wiſdom every Throne ſtands unſtedfaft, and all Na- 
tions are like the waves of many waters. | | 
Therefore ye Rulers, Conlider, and lay it to heart, both all that are pre- 
ſent, and all that are to come, for this is to Generations; and you that are 
preſertmind yourday, rime 1s precious, and but a little remains unto you ; 
therefore turn to that of God in you, for you cannot be free from its reproof; 
1t 1s 4 Principle that doth not reſpe& yonr perſons, for it is in it ſelf the moſt 
Worthy, Noble, and Honourable, and no man is truly Honourable but in 
it, though ontwardly he may be ſet on ugh ; it doth not regard any man 
for his greatneſs, bur reproves him for his fin, how Mighty ſoever he be 
emongft men ;-this Principle which is of God in man, hath a ſure Teſti- 
| mony 
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mony againſt that mari'which dorh! eyil, and' faithfully reptoves him in his 
Conſcience without regarding his grearnets : Atid thus is the Light of Jelus 
Chriſt, with which you are enlightned, the Light 'thar is prefene with you 


. every where 'andin every place, behwofds your thoughts when you are! up6n 


your Thrones ; and when you arc together in Counlels, and upon your.Seits 

of Judgement, the Light is with you and amonſt you, and is in your Coti. 
ſciences a Witnels for God, aad it you err fromir your Dectees can never” be. 
eſtabliſhed, for there is nothing can ftand bat that which is of God, and from. 
hence proceeds the works of mens own Wiſdoth, who Deertes Statutes,and 

executes judgement, and not in the Counſel of their power and {frength 
hath been oyerturned, 'and their Decrees hath come to novghr.,” atid ſo. 
ſhall ir be henceforth aqd' for ever; faith" the "Loxd, who "Yorh all ,thele.: 


things. | 
Therefore if you deſirethat your work may ſtand, and that it tnay note” 
rooted our and come to nought, then mind the Light of Chriſt in your Con; 
ſciences, in which Light the Wiſdom of God is received, ahd you. mindin 
the Light with the Lig to be graced. it will lead you in the'way; of ſound 
Judgement and bring forth Truth and Righreoufhets;” which Gdd is ſetting 
tip, and with his Arm defends it ; and ſo in the; Wiſdom of God you wilt, 
din your right places ro Rule , for the Countel of the Lord is amongft* 
ſuch as receive his Wiſdom, and 6 glves his Counfel in his Wiſdom; but 
ſpch as arg out of the fear of God, they are far off from Wiſdom's path, 
and fo cannot walk in the way 'of true Judgement , and "ſuch. as do: not. 
hate the evil; and the evil way, but loves the evil, and the evil way, and 
theevil-doer, theyare far off from” Wiſdom's path, and have niore need to. 
be ruled, than'to 'be Rukers, for they can never Decree judgement in Righte- 
onſnefs, nor 'Miniſter it'in Truth';*then the Sword goes backward every 
way, and rurns againſt fycÞ as it ſhonld proreR, and protects ſuch asit ſhould: 
fall upon, and ſo both the ers and Adminiſtrators are out of Wiſdom's' 
path, ,and can never keep order under their Government ; and though 
tome Decrees might formerly ftand right in their places, as they were De- 
creed in relation to an outward Government, and at thar time might be 
juſtly execnted upon ſuch” as were principally intended , yet the execution of 
ſuch Laws now may be perverted, and by thoſe that are to Miniſter them may 
be wreſted'out of their proper place 4” and when the Miniſters of ſuch Laws 
do put them m Execution, ggracy Fan matter which may relate to the 
Conſciences of prope, though that Law mmay ſtand right in its place, as it 
was Decreed, yet the Execution of that Law otherwite miniſtred, than by 
that Law was intended, that Execution and Judgment doth not run in wit 
dom's ſtream; and in this place there be many Laws diverted, and in the Ex- 
ecution is wreſted ont wb ogad cor: and inthe pratiſe of the Law there are 
many falſe ſtreams crept in, which by the Law it ſelf was never intended : 
and ſo in many caſes honeſt people are wronged, who are made the only 
obje&s of the eyes of the Adminiſtrators of the Law. againſt whom the Law 
it (elf doth not appear Intentionally , andhere juſtice 1s turned backward, 
and the Righteous is made a prey, and both the Execution of ſome Laws,and 
alio the practiſe in them are perverted, and poor men they are wronged, and 
know not which way to do themſelves right by the Law, though they be 
free to uſe the Law : for firſt, being imbodyed in 20 unknown tongue to moſt 
men, they are not an a capacity to underſtand them ; ſecondly, the head of 


them 
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them being only at one place, poor men, cannot. attend their-own-buſinels, 
but are forced to employ and Foarufs Strangers with. it, who many times 
Prove Jligent, and for want of care on their part, fnany poor men ſuffer , 
ols : y, the many curioſities that ſtand in the prattiſe of the Law,, 
which by poor men cannot be attained, and(o are corfiiained if they make , 
uſe of it, to buy it. at an unreaſonable dear rate , which if the Fountain and 
the Stream did ſpring and. iſſue forth in the Wiſdom of God, it might be o-, 
therwiſe, and might every way be reduced into better order : But rouching, 
the practiſe, there is ſomething opened more fully in divers caſes, in a Book. 
entituled, The Standing Trath. of 

So let every man in his. place be diligent, that you may Redeem the time 

hat 1s paſt, and from high to low, who have a hand in any place to Rule, 
Take Counſel of the Lord in all you do, whether it be in Decreeing or Exe- 
cutivg ; and Jet not any Law be decreed,.or ſtand in force that is decreed, 
which in'aoy place may bind the Conſcience, but break them down, and lay 

* them waſte, for they bring diſtrels and ſorrow every way z for, many inno- 
cent people come under hard uſage in outwards ſufterings by:theen, and ſuch 
as makes them, and Executes them, they come under the hand of God, and 
his rebuke, and in that placethey do themſelves moſt wrong , for they go 
heavily in themſelves, whilſt Judgement is their Cup to drink, and it doth 
aſſuredly fall, and will remain for ever, without ſpeedy Repentance. 

" Soto be in the Wiſdom of God is a High ſtate, ſuch are in a capacity to 
Rule, for they Fear the Lord, and hate both the evil, and the evil way, and 
inthe Wiſdom of God they are worry of Honour, and the hearts of the In- 
noceat can give it them, and they will not expe any thing more, and in the 
Wiſdom good order is brought forth amongſt all | people, and love, and 
peace, and unity will grow and ſpring under that Government, and uniyer- 
{al peace will ſpread over all the in the univerſal love of God : then 
Kings will Reign, and Princes Decree Juſtice, and the Vine will over-ſpread, 
and there will be a ſitting down under it without fear. 

And now, O ye Rulers, be wiſe in your places, for the concernment 1s great 
urito you,, there is one above you whoſe Judgement is. true, for ever, he is 
rn. bo Kings, and Lord of Lords, ſtrong and powerful 'is his Arm, who 
dwells ia the Heavens that is higher than all, and in his hand you are but 
as Potters Clay : Therefore fear beforehim, and wait for his Wiſdom,that 
you may bring all things into right order, in ſuch places and matters as you 
have power to order, that quietnels and peace may be ſettled, and the iſſue 
of blood ſtopped, that ſo you may get your ſelves a name, which unto Ge- 
nErations to come may be a good {avour , but if you ſeek not the Lord in 
your day, and ſer not his Fear before your eyes, then will your names fall, 
and the Remembrance of them will ceaſe 1n your - Generation ; therefore, 
again I ſay unto you all, who.are in Government this day, prize time while 
tis preſent. 


To 
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To Miniſters of Pariſhes, 
ſo called. 


O be an able Miniſter of the Spirit, is a place to be honoured and e- 
ſteemed, for ſuch doth labour truly in the Word and' Doctrine, and 
what is made manifeſt in the Spirit, aad from the Spirit declared, ſuch a one 
is a true Miniſter, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit, and ſuch doth not ſpeak 
words which mans wiſdom teacheth, bar in the Demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit, and in Power ; and here ſtood their Fs 


hing, who were endued with 
Power and Wiſdom from on High, and Wthat went forth to gather the 


ſcattered and the diſperſed, both of Fews and Gentiles, and to bring them 
into one Spirit ; and they did not go forth until they had received Power, 
and were endued with Wiſdom from on High ; but they were totarry ar Fe- 
ruſalem, and wait for it, and in waiting for it the gift came upon them, and 
they received it, and were able Miniſters in it ; then they having received the 
Power and Wiſdom from on High, in the Power and Wiſdom they received 
their Meffage, and there was a neceſſity laid upon them to preach that unto 
others, which they had received of God z and they were the good Stewards of 
the manifold grace of God , and theſe were ſent of God to Proclaim the glad 
Tidings of Peace through the Goſpel, and that Fews and Gentiles might 
be converted and turned unto God, who were ſeparated and alienated from 
his Life, and they went-forth in the Joy of God's Salvation, and preached 
Salvation by Feſus Chriſt, and declared the Glad Tidings of the Goſpel of 
Peace , and in the Power and Wiſdom which they had received of God, they 
were made manifeſt to every mans Conſcience in the ſight of God, and there 
was no enticing words amongſt them, but plainneſs of ipeech as became the 

Goſpel. | 
And theſe were true Miniſters, who ſought the Salvation of Souls, and prea- 
ched Jeſus Chriſt the Salvation of God ; theſe were moved in the Power 
and Wiſdom which they had received, totravel in hunger, and cold, and na- 
kednels, and perils ; and-to ſuffer and endure ſtripes, and buffetings,and bonds; 
and as they were ordered in the Power, ſo they went from place to place, and 
from Ciry to City, and from Country to Country,” to make known the Glad 
Tidings of Salvation, and to preach the Goſpeltof Peace ; and in this ſtood 
their ſervice for God, and they gathered many unto God, who were aliena- 
ted from him , .and when Fews and Geztiles had received their Meſſage, 
then they were converted and turned unto God, and came to believe in Felus 
Chriſt, and to know his Salvation , and they did not abide amongft the un- 
converted Fews and Gentiles, but came out from/ amongſt them them; and 
came into unity in the Spirit, and in the Truth, and came into the Faithof 
Chriſt, and were true Believers ; and {o' they met together in the Fear of the 
Lord: God, and Worſhipped him in his Spirit, and in his Truth, which they 
had received , and when they thus met together, then theChurch was mer 
together, and Chriſt the Wiſdom of God 4 pm them, and _ 
B them 
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them in the performance of all their ſervices, and he had the preheminence 
Inall things, and in the motion ofkis Power and Wiſdom -they Preached, and 
they Prayed, and they Edified and Comforted one another, and there was no 
limitation of the Spirit amongſt them, but whether Son or — whom 
the Spirit moved ; they pertormed the Sexyice faithfully, as tht Spirit requi- 
red, and ifany thing was revealed to another, that {teby, the firſt was to 
hold his peace, and this was the Church-order, where Chriſt the Wiſdom of 
God, had che Government and the preheminence. 

And here was the true Church, and the true Church-order, in the W1l- 
dom of God, here were no Pariſhes, nor Pariſh-Churches , here was no ler 
maintenance in' particular places, but a free Declaration of Gods Erernal 
Love, by Jeſus Ghrift , and they Preached the Goſpel freely, and neither 
mony nor price was expedted for it z and this was found Preaching, and 
Praying, and Worſhipping z and they had the Power and preſence of God a- 
mongſt them, and they _ 

E 


in his Salvation, and drunk the Cup of 
his bleſſing freely : And the iſters were not by man, nor of man, but 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 


(Mark) by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Chriſt Revealed the things of God freely, and he faid, Freely ye have 
received, freely give ; and they were faithful to his Command, and did not 
enquire how they ſhould be outwardly —__ for, but they truſted the 
Lord, and it was well with them , fo did they gather Flocks, and the Flocks 
gavethem Milk ; they planted Vineyards, and the Vineyards yeilded them 
truit, and they did eat the fruit of their own labour  joyfully, and were truly 
. contented ; this was a pure Goſpel-Miniſtration, and theſe were true and faith- 
ful Miniſters of it, whom the Lord Godeat forth in his Living Power, with 
the Meſſage of Eternal. Life , and my _ Golpel, and did live by 
the Goſpel, (Mark,) they that preached the Goſpel did liveby the Goſpel ; 
this was pure telreſhment and nouriſhment unto their* Souls, and the River 
of Living waters did flow out of their bellies, and was a refreſhment to many 
thirity Souls jn that day, | 

But Oh ye Miniſters of Pariſhes ! how are you ated from this Li- 
ving Way, and from this glorious diſpenſation of the Love of God to the 
Sons of men ? What is the Meſſage that you have received? and whatis the 
Tidings which you bring ung people ? and what 15 the practiſe that you ob- 
{erve? Oh thatyou wouldonce lay at to heart, and conſider it ſeriouſly ! Hovy 
many in all your time have you converted unto God ?,arid how many have you 
brought to the Faith in Chriſt Jeſus ? and what is the! peace that is reaped by 
your Goſpel ? How many fit complaining for want, -who jyet know not the 
Salyation of God, but {itmourning/ and cannot find a reſting place ? Your 
Balm doth not heal, your. water doth-not refreſh ; 'you are unsfalful Phyſiti- 
ans-at.the beit,' and you cannot reheve a diftreſſed foul, you do not receive 
your Goſpel treely, but ſpend fome Years before you get it, and with great 
fums of mony! you come to obtain it, and fo it is your own, and not the Lords; 
and his Way you do not know, but have invented your own devices, and 
{ell your Golpel for what you can get, and Preach it at the greateſt advan- 
tage to Your lelves, and 10 you buy and{ell, and reap the profit :- But what 
doth the ſoul reap by your Miniſtry ? and where is the refreſhment that ſup- 
plies the needy ? poor ſouls may cry. and mourn under you, and never meet 
with {:tisfa&tion from you. ; 

Oh, grict and ſorrow, that proud, heady, high-minded men ſhould be ap- 
pointed 
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pointed for ſuch a ſervice, and ſhould be maintained after ſuch a manner, when 
they are ſo far degenerated from the Life and Truth of God in themſelves ! 
and what ſadnels it is tO Innocency, to ſee many thouſands of people carri- 
ed away with their windy Do&rine, which in the cunning craftinels they have 
invented, and with that deceive poor people, and tols their minds toand fro 
at their own pleaſures : If you that are Miniſters will but look into your 
ſelves, and into your practiſe, 1 may behold (though your Eyes are 'v 
dim) that you are exceedingly degeneratedfrom the way of Truth, and Gofj dl. 
Miniſters, and alſo the Goſpel it lelf, Wo 

Therefore be not Obſtinate and Rebellious in your minds, but ſubmit to 
the reproor of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, for his Miniſters you are not; neither 
do ye bring true Tidings of him, and therefore you are reproved by him, 
which he would not do it you were his, and it would be better for you- to 
look into your own houles, and make things ſure at home, before you take 
upon you to Preach to others , for you that have not the Joy of Gods Salyati- 
on in your ſelves, can never bring others to fit down in; 'and every wiſe 
man would know his own ſtanding to be late before he-g'o forth to build up 
others, for if you your ſelves be caſt away whilſt you are Preaching to others, 
what will the endof your Labour be? and what will be your reward ? ſurely 
much grief and ſorrow. _ Thr 

Therefore conſider your preſent time, and think not to ſay with your ſelves 
we are Chriſts Miniſters, and it will be well enongh with 'us , this will not 
bring peace in the latter end , for both you and your hearers muſt all come t9 
that of God in you, before you cotnie into with God, and you muft know 
a war againſt the corruption that imbondages "Gods Creation : there is thuch 
work to be done in'you, before you can come into peace with God , there is 
a body of elf ſtands in you, which you muſt deny in every place, and there is 
adaily croſs to be taken up, and «ſtrait Gateto enter, before you'can know 
your peace ſealed. : And where is tht man amongft you that 15 willing ro de- 
ny himfelf-for Chrift ? He that hath hundreds a year for his preaching, let 
him deny himſelf in that place, and'mantfelt hisTove to Chriſt : But this js a 
hard ſaying to rhe eaſeful part, that would feed upon the fat : and if you were 
following in ſome 'other places, yet-this would put a ſtop' to 'thany of you 
and you would rather chuſe to draw: back- from Chriſt, than” to part wirh 
your great livings for him : Arid what-a diſtance doth this: = betwixt you 
and Chriſt, conſider, and how far off you walk to pure Goſpel-Order, or Goſ. 

|-Miniſters, LICL OR Aevaby 'S «2 for 
ar is the Light of the you that y _. vay.of Truth) 'the Light that is 

, with which youre enlightned; and thar' Light you minſt come unto'in 

noo own Conſciences,' and own its manifeftation,- and obey it, or unavoids+ 
bly it wilk be your 'e6fidemnations” for none cafi be ſaved,"bir in the Light 
with which Chriſt Jeſws erlightens'them'; an@if you ourftarid the manifeFt4L 
tion of that Light, yowareundon&for ever) bit ifyou rirt-toft, bye, 4; 
obey it, then it mayigo well with 'yeh,/though your have very Hhtich tact 
for ; for your ſins, if conſidered,” are the heavieſt of thany others; wid tlie'Seey 
of God bears the butden of theth ,' for you #6 not only erre thr (elyt& Hilt 
you are the cauſethat makes manyothers toerre with yort,/andwith the d##k 
devices 6f "your imaginations, you keep them cloſed withitt buf deceit” !”'fo 
that you have the weight of others to bear in'divers places, '*1d this will ke 
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ſi09.15 much manifeſted in ſparing you untill this time z how many offences 
doth his love cover ! and how many faults doth he behold in you ! and yer 
paſlethby, and ddth not exerciſe ſeverity, though with his Light he reprove 
yowin every place, where you are amiſs. And by this you may know that 
you are none of Chriſts Miniſters, for whom he lends forth he: juſtifies, but 
who runs when he ſends them not, ſuch he doth condemn , and you ma 


be fenſible that you are reproved in many things, and guilt doth tall upon | 


your Conlciences in many places, for the Light is a ſwift witneſs againſt 
all that you practiſe as Miniſters, it doth not allow of you nor your practiſe in 
any place, for you havenot received the power and wiſdom from on high, 
but have received your meſſage from your inventions, and you preach it for 
your own profit ; and here you run when the Lord ſends you not, and ſpeaks 
when he doth not open your mouths, and ſets your time when he doth nor 
appoint it ; and how can ou in thoſe things ſtand juſtified ? Surely you are the 
| fartheſt amiſs of all people, becauſe you pretend a ipiritual office, and to have 
underſtanding in divine Myſteries, and from thence are ſet up to be Teach- 
ers of others, when you have never known the work of Gods power to change 
you from your carnal ſtate, and {o knows not divine Myſteries revealed by 
Jelus Chriſt, nor are not ſet up by him to proclaim the Goſpel of his 
eace. 

N And therefore in thele things you ſay you are what you are not, but are 
found lyars, as ſome was in times ws 4 who ſaid they were Apoſtles, and 
were not, but was found lyars, andnolye is of the truth, but with the truth 
is, xeproved ; anda lye 15a. bad meſſage in the mouth of a Miniſter, and yields 
a bad {avour amongſt honeſt people, to ſay you are that which you are not, and 
to. ſay you are lent of God, when youare not, and to ſay you preach'the Go(- 
pel, when youdo not, neither indeed can yen the ſtate of your carnality : 
Were it not bettet for you to Jon the truth, and not to lye? and whether you 
had not need to repent of thele things? Confider in time , for the Scriptures 
declares that the Devil isa Lyar, ang that he hath been ſo fromthe beginning 
and that he is. the father of lyes, and all lyars muſt be caft into the 

Lake, | 
And this may make you tremble toconfider, who ſay you are Miniſters of 
Chriſt and are not, but are found lyars. , let not that Proverb be uſed any 
more amonglt you, nor do: not-xeport ſuch things of your ſelves any more, for 
you, are fathomed with the Light, and withthe Light you are made mani- 
teſt , and being ſeen with the Light to be ſo far amiſs, you are pityed ; and 
fromthe ſame 415'this written unto you' : and though in' ſome places: it meet 
you with ſharp reproof, yer it is in loveto your ſouls, and in the love there 
is much coveted and pailed by, which doth belong to you : But what is writ- 
tea 1s written tq'inform you wherein you are amiſs in' many things, and allo 
that you might turn to the Light of Chriſt.ija your day; and receive the te- 
{timony of the Light in your' own Conſciences, and - hear the voyce of 
Chriſt within you, and love it whea it reproves you, for there is a meſlage 
of love from Godin the reproof, and by = you may know he would not 
have you periſh, for he reproves the eval, that you may turn from the evil 
and forſake the evil, out of which the Light will draw you, if youſtand till 
and obey when reproof cometh , and if ypu do but regeive this pure Principle 
of Light, which is manifeſt in your Conſciences, which is the Light of Chriſt 
Jeſus , then you muſt come down into his ſufferings, and be made —_— 
© 


LIMI 
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able-anto'his Death,” and be buried with himin Baptiſm, and then your rai- 

ſing up will be in his Power, and in his Life, and you will know the Gofj 

in him, and the peace of the Goſpel through Chriſt unto you, and the-Joy of 

his Salyation in your own Boloms # and then will his-Life be as a Well of wa- 

ter, and the ſtreams of his Love will overcome you to love him again , and 

then you will know what the neceſſity is to Preach the Goſpel, and to proclaim 

the Glad Tidings of it unto others that want it : And there is the true mini 

in the ſpring, and in the vertue of his own Life , and then you wlll 

knovy neither mony nor price can buy it, neither mony nor price is tobe 
id for it. 

"And this makes able Miniſters, vvhoſe ſtare it is not of the Letter, but of 


_ the Spirit; forin this Poyver and Wiſdom that is in Chriſt Jeſus, ſtands the 


true Miniſtry, and vyhatſoever is'not of this is falſe and reproved ; and if this 
you comeunto, then you vvill knovv that you receive your Meſſage from/him 
and that you areſent of him, and his Love conſtrains you to proclaim -the 
Glad Tidings of Salvation, vyhich in your ſelves you knovv to be in Chriſt , 
and this vvill ſtop your ovvn mouths 1n every place, and you dare not open 
them to ſpeak of God and Chriſt, but as a neceſſity is laid upon you, and as 
the Love conſtrains you. And fo, you muſt firſt learn ſilence, and top your 
mouths from ſpeakitig: your own — and Reep\your feet from running 
your own way, and come to know Chriſt Four own Teacher within you, 
and learn the divine Myſtertes' of his' Kingdom, before you undertake the 
Office of Miniſters , and if you do not come to this, you are dead whilſt you 
live, and are but as ſo many -withered branches of a dead root, which yields 
no fruit unto God. 

Therefore be wiſe in time, and receive inſtrution, and chuſe Wiſdom be- 
fore Riches, and get Wiſdom before great Livings, and come out of your 
Pariſh-Churches, and out of all your formal practiſes, and worſhip no lon- 
ger the works of your own hands , but deny your ſelves in every place,and 
an({wer the Light in obedience, and take up the dayly Croſs and follow it, ſo 
will the Power crucihe your wills arid wifdoms, and empty you of all your 
old things, and cleanſe you from your defilements, and then will new things 
ſpring up in you, and a new heart and mind will be placed in you, and a new 
tongue will be given you, and tranſlation will be perfe&ted by the hand of 
the Almighty, and through Regeneration you will come to know the King- 
dom, afid then you will not ſet up the Kingdom in words and obſervations, 
but in your (elves will feel it to be righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and then you will know ſettlement in the Kingdom, which is 
a better inheritance than your ſettlements in Pariſhes , and except you be rege- 
nerfted and boru again, you cannot enter into the Kingdom of God , and that 
youll are not yet regenerate 1s evidently manifeſted through the old things 
that are yet alive in you, with which you are carried about and toſſed, and - 
rouls in the air as clouds of darkneſs, that eclipſes thebrightneſs of the Sun's 
glory: Andfo you are wandring Stars in the changeable motions of your own 
wills, but who are fixed in the ſame ſtands firm for ever. 

Mark that, and learn it, for if you be not born of God, you are yet inthe 
fleſh, and in the fleſh dwells nogood thing, neither can any in the flew pleaſe 
God who 1s a Spirit z and and all fleſhis graſs, and the glory of it as the flower 
of graſs , the graſs withereth, and the flower thereof fadeth away, but the word 
of the Lordenadures for ever, | 


Cccc Therefore 
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Therefore let all Heſh be Glent before-him, And there be many:/that have 
ſeen aft end of all fleſh, and are come to the Word. of the Lord; that endures 
forever, and = are taught by the word, andedified and comfdrted in the 


word, and they know every ſtrange voice, and cannot follow a ſtranger,and 
they are ſet in the Ragan which changeth not, and inherits: the peace of 
the Kingoom, and ſuch cannot obſerve your formal obſervations, nor drink 
of the ftreams of your polluted fountain, for they have fweet water in the * 
ſpring of bleſſing, and their fouls rejoyce in the River of God, ' 1 

Theretore ye Miniſters of Pariſhes, give over your Miniſtry, and ſtand 
ſtill, and behold what God is bringing to paſs this day ; for heis bringing a 
Famine upon your Land, and delolation upon your Country, and: he 1s lay- 
ing waſte your habitation, and {poyling your goodly buildings ;. and he is 
bringing torth his own work, and ſpreading abroad the glory of his wiſdom, 
and 'his own Seed Reigneth, and his ſure defence is ſtretched forth over it, 
- and no weapon formed againſt it ſhall proſper : Therefore be you ſilent. 


—_— 


To ſuch as prafiliſe in the 
Nations Law. 


- (ous Telus is the Law-giver, and his Lawis holy, and juſt, and righte- 
0 


us; and this. Law is goodif it be uſed lawfully, it takes hold upon 
all tranſgreſſors, and goes over the tranſgreſſor in judgement , and this is a 
pure adminiſtration of Judgment, when Chriſt ſits upon his Throne, who 
judges night in every place: and this Judgement. muſt every man come unto 
in himfelf, before he can miniſter true Judgement unto others , for untill man 
come to the Judgment of God in himſelf, and know Judgement brought forth 
unto Victory, howcan he fit upon the Throne of true Judgement ? or how 
can he bein a capacity to miniſter true Juſtice unto others? it is not le, 
for man as he is in himſelf, can never anſwer the mind of God, and whileſt he . 
remains unregenerated, he is but himſelf, and is a carnal man, filled with car- 
nal reaſon, anda carnal mind , and that part can never miniſter true Judg- 
ment, becauſe it doth not know the things of God; and until the things of God 
be perte&tly known, there is errour in Judgment ; for it is not poſſible that a- 
ny man ſhould judge in truth,” who is not come to thetruth in himſelf ; and 
none doth come to the truth in themſelves, but who comes to the Light grith 
which they are enlightned, which Light is Chriſt the Law-giver, and, that 
which is not received in this Principle, and executed in this Principle, it is 
not of Chriſt, but of man ; and ſo men do make Laws, and puts them in ex- 
ecution after the manner of their own wiſdoms, and in their own way, when 
Chriſt the Wiſdom of God is not known amongſt them , neither have my 
his counſel with them, earher in making them, or executing them. And thoug 
ſome Laws, in ſome particular caſes, may be intentionally good, according 
to the knowledge of thoſe rhat makes them ; yet through the execution of 
them they are many times perverted, and a wrong uſe 1s made of them, in 
the walls of ſuch as haye power to execute them , and by ſuch practiſes there 
is 
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is wrong dons many times unto thoſe unto whom the Law intendeth right , 
and there is allo many Laws, which in ehemiclves do err from the good and 
ſound Principle of Trath, and do not ftand conſiſtent with the pretent mani- 
feſtation of Truth 1n this day, nor with the preſent temper and conſtitution of 
men , for that which 1m Ages paſt might ſtand an{werable to the Colfiruti. 
on of men; for that which in Ages: paſt might ſtand an{werable tothe Con- 
ſtitution of that preſent. Generation, wherein they had their Inſtitution, yet the 
continuance of « wavy and the practiſe in ther, ut Generations following may 
not ſo 9 anſwer the, preſent time then, as in the time when they were firſt 
So that wy rs execution of {ach Laws, out of their time and place, 
do many times fall heavy upon ſome, which was never intended by ſuch as firſt 
inſtitutedthem , {o that every Generation is to be ordered and governed by 
ſuch Lawsas may anſwer the preſent: temper of men, and the preſent mani- 
feſfarion of Truth 1n that preſent Generation, for to bind any mans Conſcience 
now byſuch Laws as were made a hundred year ago, is to ſet bounds to the 

Spirit, and to limit God if it were' poſſible ; and then for ſuch Laws to be 
inexecution by men who can ſearch no further than the Letter of the Law di- 
re&s them, this is a practiſe that ſtauds only by Tradition, and not from any 
preſent manifeſtation of God through which true Judgment is miniſtred. 
And this makes the to be grievous upon thenecks of innocent people, 
where old laws do ſtand in. force, touching the Conſciencein any place , and 
it is not reaſonable, that ſuch laws that were made in years paſt, ſhould in 
this day be executed upon any people in point of Conſcience , and that for this 
Reaſon, —_ there1sno limitation - he _— quo —__ 
es and Generations, according to hus pleaſure ; and i =J id © 
He hatin to things different nd nr poging, RN of Con- 
ſcience then, yet that is not a ſufficient ground to continue that Law in force, 
and to put it in execution in relation to the Conſcience now,.or in ages that 
do ſucceed, becauſethe Lord ray maſte known himſelf in a more fuller ma- 
nifeſtation of God in his own day , and therefore not reaſonable by any old 
Law, to ſuppreſs him from the exerciſe of his Conſcience towards God, nor 
to bind him to any thing, of which he is not convinced through the preſent 
manifeſtation of truth in himſelf, and beſides, it is not reaſonable that men 
ſhould make Laws 1n their preſent Generation, which may in any caſe relate 
to the Conſciences of any le; becauſe in the ſame Generation there may 
be divers manifeſtations of Truth to meaſure ; and for any Law 
to be made, and executed npon ſucy as differ in Judgement, and 4 from 
thoſe that have the preſent power, it is'net reaſonable, becauſe ſuch as may 
come under the puniſhment of that law, may ſtand faithful to God in that 
which he makes manifeſt to them in that day ; and therefore not reaſonable 
to make a lavy to puniſh them for their obedience to God, nor to put that law 

in Execution againſt ſuch a people, | 

Therefore, ye that Rule this day, Conſider it, and all that pradtiſe in the 
lavv, vveigh things coolly, that you may come to knovy Chriſt Jeſus the lavy- 
giver, vvhoſe light is manifeſt 1n all your Conlciences, vyhich gives true 
Judgmentin you _ all tranſgreſſion , and you muſt come to the light, vvith 
the light to be guided, before you can come to the true Judgment-ſeat, for 
vyhillt the light is contemned by you, you judge, and judge amiſs, and fo 
puniſhes the Innocent, and lets tranſgreſſors go free; and not Dy 
; ; the 
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the things of God in your ſelyes;' you call light, darkneſs 4'and mottgcerror , 
and good,evil; and not diſcerning, y6u'proceed in judgmentagainft chexrurh, 
as if 1t yvere error, and becauſe you call it ſo, you conclude it 1510; and from 
that ground give your judgment againſt it// *Þ @ts 51 TP 10 001257 Gt 

And vvas not this the raſh concluſion of the Fews, vuho ſaid that! Chrift: 
vvasa deceiver, 44 4 Prince of Devils noyv. their ſaying 1o,'did not: make: 
Chriſt the vviſdom of God to beſo'y yet having faid/ it; and conduded it int 
their dark minds, they made a lavv, andthen they ſaid, ve have & law, and 
by our law he ought to die, 'and by that lavy they copdeinned and Crucitied 
&% holy and the juſt one, and ſpared a murtherer : novy vyhether vvas this 
lavy and the Execution of it Right on their parts; vvhoaced init? Itell you 
nay, for Chriſt Jeſus vvas the hght, and 'the'truth, 'and the life,and thepovver, 
and the” vviidom of God 'amongft them, though they cloſed their Eyes, and 
ſtoprt their Ears, and hardened their hearts againſt him,and ſo ſpake reproach- 
tully of him, and by wicked hands Cructfiedbim. Aad ſoit is needful for you 
to conſider, leſt ſecing, you ſee not, and leſt by thinking you ſee, you be blind, 
and fo ſtumble at the light which would do you good, and turn againſt the 
truth it ſelf under the name of error. O77 

And this is for you to Conlider in {eriouſels, both high and low that are 
concerned in the Execution and practiſe of' the law, that you may ſtay your 
judgement in ſuch caſes as pertain to the Conſcience, and let that thing alone, 
for it is peculiar unto God, and it doth not-at all belong unto you, nor to your 
places, for in this cale every man muſt Rand or fall to: tis own Matter , and 
you may condemn a man in this caſe.by your law,wheg the Lord Juſtifies him 
and clears him in his own Conſcience from all offences", and doth not the 
Scripture ſav, 1t is God that: Fuſtifierh , who ſhall condemn ? and who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of Gods EletF? Nowifyou charge Gods Elect, and con- 
demn them by your law, may notyou be called in queſtion for ſo doing ? and 
may it not beſaid, who areyou that doth thus ?. zt z5 God that Fuſtifierh ; and 
ſurely he doth Juſtifie all his Ele& ind choſen ones, who of his Seed are 
born, 

But this is-a miſtery to you, and if you turn'to the light of Chriſt, it will 
thew you, that the Conſcience of another is without the compals of your 
Law's, and all Judgment that you give in ſuch: caſes is but from things that 
do appear, andyouare not to judge according to the appearance, bur to judge 
Righteous judgment, and that is the judgment brought forth in the —_ 
of God, which principle finds out the heart, and lays judgment to the Line, and 
Righteouſneſs tothe Plummet z and, ſo begins at the bottom, and cleanſes out 
the corrupt ground in the heart , and this 1s true Judgement and Righteous, 
Bart you are judging- things that do appear, and fo one ſets up, and another 
pulls down, and one cryes lo here, and another cryes lo there, and one is for 
one form, and another for a contrary form, and your difference lyes about 
forms only,and your judgment goes forth againft ſuch as difter from your form: 
and this is your own judgment, which Hetand Rebukes , for the principle of 
God is a heart-ſearcher, and doth not judge according to the appearance on- 
ly : and this principle is within every one of you, andwith it you may ſee 
How you ſtand in practiſe every way, and how your minds are diſpoſed, and 
what is the Intents of your own hearts, for there is much wrong done to an 
Innocent people through theſe things which, in ſome particular caſes in mat- 
ter of practiſe, is mentionedin a book, Entituled, The $tandins Truth, whcih 1 


ſhall 


of . Univertal"Lobk., ct; 
thall here paſs by, for Inow ſpeak mpre generally, and in the univerſal love 
of God, in which I haye much pity to all forts 0 people that are out of order 
in their places, who have not the wifdom of Godto guide them in what they 


your days are finiſhed, thi n receive wiſdom in ne bghr, with which you are 
enlighten, rurn your minds thirher, and be diligetit, that (6 the judgment of 
the Ec 


rage , then you will know Chriſt in you, and the law which procecds out of 


eLaw-giver, 2nd.the haudyhar\execures it in Righte- 
re is Chriſt the wiſdom of God felt 


Th at 
it Furely ery 1 OEM =o 
by your own actiſe; and, xeing 10 that the prattiſe lyes amongſt your ſelves, 
you cifi-enfwar on ahother WAR Wa S, and there is none can diſcern 


many, you ſmother them amongſt your elves 


you ; but who walk in thelight of the Lord, which makes all things manifeſt 
and ſees thorough the hidden things of darkneſs. So be wile in your. day, 
as becometh men, be ſober and moderate, and cool and quiet in your phaces, 
that is comely amongſt men, and receive Chriſt Jeſus the wiſdom of God , 
thus you may be a good favour in your generations as becomes Chriſtians, 
and rhat the meek,, pure, holy, hymble, righteous inciple of God in you, 
may diſpoſe you in the power and. wiſdom of it ſelf, and change you into the 
purity;of-its own nature, and that'it may manifeſt the yertue of its own life, 
and bring forth-its own fruit in all godlinels, juſtice, mercy, equity, and 
truth ;ſo will Four.names abide, and ages to come will feel the ſweetneſs of 
your {avour , but if you the wildom of God, and yet go on in your 
own way, a blot will fall: upon. your names, and = come will tread 
upon hi as not worthy of Remembrance, and God will raiſe up others to do 

his work. | | 
Therefore in your day mind the Lord, and his fear, and be juſt in all things, 
and let not gifts blind your minds, nor Rewards turn away your ears from 
the poor z cait bribery behind you, and tread Coveculnals under your feet; 
for whilſt ſuchthings are entertained, true Judgment muſt needs be peryer- 
ted, and in that place your own Souls 'lye in bondage to Corruption, and you 
are deſtitute of Gods Salvation, which is the ſaddeſt ſtate that any man can 
be in ;” for the foul isof more value m_ v7 = world, and a wiſe man loves 
his 
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hisown ſoul, and waits to know the Necempeion off which canuot be Re- 
deemed by any corruptible thing, as Gold and Silver, though you had never 
fo muth of it, but with the precious blood of Chrilt Jeſus ; and what will 
it profit you to be in great dignity, and high in honour qa (4 and to 
poſſeſs much of the worlds Riches, nay, 1 { arm all the. wor and your 
own fouls ? you are undone for ever, an ly your way doth tend to the 
chambers of death, Rees | 
Therefore Tſay again to you all, be wiſe in time, and look to your par- 
ticular places, and let the ſtreams of honeſty and equity run an yo 
and Joe not pervert things which in themſelves are honeſt, burfallow the 
thing that is good in all you praRtiſe, that you may have peace in your lat- 


ter end, 


* d..w_— 


Sr th 


—  —- — — 


To fi uch as trade.m W eights and 
Meaſures. 


N Equal Ballance with a juſt Weight is approved of God, and a true 

Meaſure in all things is a good favour unto God, and in ſuch juſt and 
_ pradtiles God is well pleaſed, and his Name is honoured,” for that 
which 1s juſt and-equal and honefk; that- yields a goed favour, when every 
man and woman walks with 2 Conſcience. yoid of offezice towards God and 
men, ind deals juſtly and equally with every man. they have dealings with 
m their places, this is comely ws, commendable amongſt men, and 15 juſti- 


fed before God, and it keeps the Conſcience clear from ſtain and guilt, and ' 


brings true peace to every. mah whoſe praftiſe ſtands in any place : for when 
every man — his place faithfully unto . God, then doth he poſſeſs the, 
peace of God. | 

And if people do not deal juſtly and equally in their ove laces, th 
cannot have ors with God, a if the -do Not anſwer their lagu faithful- 
ly as unto God, they erre from, their calling, and goeth out of their place 
in which God harh placed them : If they have deceitful Weights and Mea- 
fares, and anunequal Ballance, an do not yield the full weight and meaſure 
to every man they deal withal, they do not anſwer their places faithfully, 
for the Lord appoints unto men their places in their Callings, and he makes 
ſome capable of one place, and fome of another, and doth require of every 
man faithfulneſs in his place ; and if he do not perform his place faithfull 
then he grieves the Lord ; if he do not ſtrive 1a ſingleneſs to perform his 
place faithfully, his Conſcience doth offend both God and honeit men, and 
in that place the peace of God cannot be his portion , for the Light of the 
i in his own Conſcience doth purſuehim, and js a ſwift witneſs againſt 

im. 

If he have an unjuſt weight, and balkance, or meaſure, and thereby de- 
fraud, and cozen, and deceive ſuch as he deals withal, he ftands with a guil- 
ty Tonſcience before God, and receives Judgment from the righteous Prin- 
ciple of God in himſelf, for all deceit, and fraud, and guile, and cozening, 


and 


UM 
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and cheating, and diſſembling is in the fall, and with the Light of Chrilt 
Jeſus is reproved, and with the light you 'may ſee in your ſelves,” when vau 
deal fallely, either in weight or meaſure, or any other way : Then conlider 
what that is which diſcovers it, for 'it cannot be any thing of. ſelf, becauſe 
ſelſſeeks theadvantage by ſuch dealings ; then it muſt needs: be ſomething 
of God that diſcovers it, and reproves it, and it js the light of Chriſt which 
doth ſo make manifeſt your dealings in every place; and with the light you 
may {ce when you intend to defraud by your falle weights and meaſures,.and 
your unequal ballance, and when you do not allow weight,aond meaſure in 
fuch things as you deal  withalin, your trading, and you may.Ifee that-it;is 
not right on your part when you;;ftand in any deceivable; praftiſe, and, 
defrauding and cheating of others , nexher can'you have peace: with, Gag in 
that yr for God doth not allow of 'any thing, but that which is juſt.and 
equ | 


And it 'any of you act or do otherwiſe, with the light in yous Conſciency 
you will be reproved, and.by that you may know when you travſprels, and 
lin againſt the Lord , and when you ſeek to pleaſe. your lelves, and to gain 
to your ſelves by defrauding another/any. way, or ig;any things; fther by an 
unjaſt weight and ballance, or meaſure, and you may ſee when your band 
would deal deceitfully in weight of meaſure , and you may ſee that you have 
not a ſound and right mind in that;thing, but a; covetous end which w 
get profit any way. And hoyy mueh are theſe, things praiſed this day, a: 
m men, vyho are from the Prigciple of God in themſelyes and are- agt 
come to knovy it to be their-guide,nor to ſtand in ayve of it? they think if they 
can but hide their decgit from mens: and that men do! not complain of them 
then all is vyell enough ,and-this pegs a ſeli-(ceker, and a mag-pleaſer; fart 
ſeeks profit by deceit, 'gnd-then would pleaſe men with fair words, to-get 
a good repart,' and ſuch dorh not-xegard the Lorg, nor his fear; and ſo. men 
ſets wo practiſes, and by lying, and ſwearing, and cheating, and der 
ceit, they ſezk their own.gain þy cham z how will magy men commend that 
thing which they havetg! fell, .and will not fear ;to. paſs their word in 41 
praile of it, when they knpw in thena{elyes that it.is nat (o, as they ſpeak of it ; 
this is 2 great evil, and grieyesthe Lord. . And how is covetous practiſes exer- 
ciſed among(t men 1a their dealings one with another } and how doth deceit 
and guile abound in ſuch dealings | and how do.men ſtudy deceit, and with 
all their ſtrength ſtrive to adyancel.and ſurely the Lord is grieved with it from 
day to day, r mode lies bf Ty ernery x5 he; 

; Theretore all People that are congeraed in ſuch, praftiſes, mind the light 
of the Lord in-your own Conſcienges, that is a good Principle, always. pit 

ſent with you;though you an your wicked praciiles be diſtin trom it,andidgt 

not regard it, yet it 1s wihin you, and is a witnels againſt you, and you can- 
not hideyour ſecrets from it. You may hide your deceit frommen, and may 
pleaſe them with fair words, though you do deceive them in your dealing , 
but you cannot hide deceit from God, neither can you pleaſe God, but in do- 
ing that whichis juſt and equal every way; and if you do not ſo, you grieve 
h:nr, and draws his hand fo againſt you, with which he corrects you 1n Se- 
cret, Andif you now be diligent, and obey the reproof of the light, and 
joyn to the light, it will yew you in the fear of God, and will teach you to 
do right in all things, and upon all occaſions, and do as juſtly in ſecret as if 
men did ſee your dealings, and you dare not do otherwiſe, for the fear of o 

v 
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will be placed in your hearts if you love the Light z and this is 2 righteous 
guide, and all that follow it are guided in @ pn 9 , and ſo come to deal 
righteouſly, and <qually, and juſtly with all men; and fo the practiſe of truth 
will ftandin the principle of truth, and that is'a fure foundation and fuch 
ſeek to pleaſe God above all things, and to ſtand approved unto him , and ſo 
from the righteous principle of God you will come to meaſurejuſtly,and weigh 
equally, and your ballance, and meaſures, and weights, will be alfrrue accor- 
dihg to their places, and your hearts will be true, and your hands true , and 
here you will come to dilchuege your ſelves in-your places with a good Con- 
ſcience towards God and/men and you will not regard the eyes of men, but 
thePrinciple of God;and this will be juſt dealing, and righteous inthe ground; 
for #15 the righteous Principle that brings it forth, and it will anſwer to the 
fine: Principle ih another. And if in'this you ſtand; then will honeſt men 
ſpeak well of you, and God will approve you, and you will then ſtand with'a 
Sohlciened void of offence towards God'and ment; and here you will have the 
bfifver of s good Conſcierice; and peace with'God and you will be a good fa- 
your unto'/Godzand hongur God in your and fo will fmſh your time 
with joy arnd-aot with grief ; and that will be the oe profit-unto you, for 
the Udlire of fnony is the root of all evil, which whilft ſome evver after, they 
feyce their fouls through with many ſorrows. re be warned it you love 
own'ſouls'; and thoſe that be your Prentiſes, -be- careful over them, and 
order them 1m the Wiſdom! of God; and firſt teach'them the fear of God,and 
Wepthem our of vanity and bad company, 'for manyare enticed to doevil in 
' bir youngne(s;/ and fo do themſelves wrong,and doth wrong to you whom 
*#i&y ought to ſerve faithfully ; and ehis times -comes to pals h 
your allowance of liberty, in which liberty they run into vanity, and fall into 
zdcompany, and then temptations they are preſented, and theres a readineſs 
26Joyn with them, *and to'putthe thing in pratifſe,' and ſo there is vvrong 
done every vvay. | Fs "Int 
'>/ Therefore keep you eye over them'in'the Wiſdom of God, and be not hard 
fot (evere vvith them in their places, bur meekly inſtru them in thethin 
that is good, and allovy them that vvhich is convenient to their places,an 
learn them to deal juſtly upon all occafions, and not todefrand any man upon 
#hy account; 'f6 will your ſavour be-ſweet in all paces, and you will reap 
'more profit Bn os rp. then by pradtifing deceit, {oin all thi 
be diligent, for it muſt ſo come to paſs concerning you, that time will ceaſe, 
and be no more unto you.in this world, and then you muſt ſtand before the 
Lord as yoti'are : andif you have obeyed the Lord. and done well in your 
titne and places, then you will have your reward ; but if you have diſobeyed 
the Lord, and dif-regarded his counſel, and have ſpent your time in deceit, 
then in ſorrow you will lye down, and your latter will be bitterneſs : 
"Thirefore remeinber your end, 
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gaining”; for it15 an upright ſtate, 


pry os _ m——— res in - 

and ſpeaks things uprightly no more, than. it ba to 
be:trugy 'and not thatineitherar; ww or Oe o r -many words is a burden to ir, 
andit is. weary 'of them, it prizes the worth ofthirigs according ,to diſcert- 
;0g, and ,zccording; to. diſcerning it ſpeaks "ſtanding word , it hath no re- 


{ervedne&s in-ir to take'or enſnare' another by” deceit, for it is upright in all 
[anon þ 


Bio on don rs the Creatd$upr eſs ! and how hath 
he ſought--out Inventions {'and how 'dothr every generation' grow 
more'c in their dealing ! and more deceit and gvile breaks. in bo. ge- 


nerations,and th IO more and more” from the Created uprightneſs: 
jo that it 1s a griefto. behold how one man deals with another in trading, and 
how Markets are filled with multicade of words, which: ſtands wholly in dc- 
ceit and gile, and /whatanoiſe doth people make in Markets, and runs in the 
purſuir of gain with ſuch: Eagefneſs, as the whibleCourſtof nature is ſet'on 
fire, and the anger and the ow 10n, and o unruly nature will ſometimes be 
a fo 
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{olet up, as ofit man will ſtrive with another about their = : and how 
will one man deceive another, and defraud another with _ 
from another, and many times-foreſtalfing things 


Market, and man "tis by Ingroffing things into their hands which LK cbee 
have no need of, b 


rongs the Proretat " wry: i olyahem ie) hd id» FIRE 
w S 
then the Rich Ingroſſes they godly tha ear 6 ceps it at a dearer pre in 


plenty, than otherwile it Nin foarcie the poor mult either 
bugs ir at their dear pee , orbe in want , and this grinds the poor eye 
noNe ſe, and ld wht = 
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ore all people whoa Lin theſe take heed to 
WAy'9, a we P abr ings fo z for GE bad, things but know _ 
ſelyes,,.th much ara ou, ang you doirun many times af- 
rer Abbocſt Surg that you lets youhe #8 it the light of Chnih, and thar + 


you mult come-ureo if ever, you come to he ſpright men ?: for though ſome 


maybe qualified in ſame $, 4nd in in eheytnatural temper do more 
me ration than others, and th t there becthate relervednels' pore 
that they do not appear 'b gr angry, 0 ſodeccitful , yer there 


iS2 {alfendlyes, inthe bottom. of tuch a man,. and he- will reach forth him- 
ſelfro make his, end ſecretly , for if the mind of man do- not come to the 
light, yath the li co be guided, he doth; tiot came 4nto the upright ſtate, 
but Iygs wy OY Apyentions nm — .Can d yrs _ _ 
now" your day is with you, whoare buying and felling, and trading, 

Light: Chutis munibt i you, toſhew.you wherein you err; and:if you 
do not turn when it reproves you at any tune, and c come to repentance, you 
will wrong your ſelves for ever. 

Therefore make haſte out of your way, and turn to oithe Lord and receive 
his wildom in the light, that his wiſdom may order: yori in all your pla- 
ces ang. ſervices ;, then you dare not uſe many words in your bargaining, but 
{peak'q ftanding: ward, according to your judgment in has which you have 
to .fell-or buy, and you in" not. ſpeak in the praiſe. of any thing for ' 
any end t5 your ſelyes ; and this praftife would: ſtand in \ Toeidhenel, 
4 {ould anſwer Gods wicnels 1a ay man , "and then you would 


be \ 
© 
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be out of fear to be cheated or deceived, becauſe the: uprightneſs deals 
plainly and ſimply, and | fn of things as they are, and nor otherwile, 
and cannot conceal any fault, if i noe it to be 7 tault, and then there would 
be a co in few der, as the Commodity was liked, and yea and nay 


would ſtand on both fi ; 
And in this is the g WMS, Wy by. YM dable amongſt men, 
and a good ſavour unto God Potnnty he is ' kenwed, And when you have 


done your markets, then aſe ſhy chal LY ellings do nat 

and drink ind revel i I 

offence , arid* when you 

gaining, then to Ker at aha 

be' much more, then had you nor EUR hay oy 

ſin'toſin with grief. 2013 OMGL EEG; Se Yip "i 
Therefore be 


careful, and eſchew Cie Th ys =] Ly 


continue v the 

Lord Jeſus Chi: dp Wb you tnind it ; 

bey it, it 'will'g 'ing [own oe Feakiokh? Fol "1 

Engg yos 19h dru , and '{eqrit you ſobernefs, and fo will ciliigs 

you from” all thoſe Erik y phereitt YEW, as ihath done many in this d3 1; 

poly ' were. get og wes Pry, and cfiar 
e . by. the" w/ayof peacewi and can cot 
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ard they can tel] dr mat itt better to walk on Gay ig the | 

though ir be'in p Irreon, than to filial alely 


gining the world | nY ' 
Ny 1 this 'is the W Tod God unto you. all people, forſake 


our way and live, an 


Fes ng, ma 
onour God 1n your A ori and that you may be a avour un- 
to God, and unto 7 Cine Se, EEE the ia, and let the 
i go. then wall your they Ge otherwiſe will end-in 
forrow ; and in that day you will ee time you' have miſ-ſpent, 
which then you cannot recover again, Mhowh'3 may ſeek it with tears; 
therefore whilft you haye it, prize it, anddo'not it vainly, for you hay e 
| ſpent roo much afterthax manner, - + 
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if Eran ee J may alio 
bek hold a way open to come in again into gy Rl. cog Ln ate, of: Inno- 

and Pp. be gathered. 1 dro of have beg, d path;: ER W Bo no-de- 
TE wle, hor hypocpas | 


Io. to.come 1nto the holy. 
order "Ne Wi ke Swan cap Davy Rang: to m ; ſo many: branches 
Dane nine er 

ere uv pegs er © univ weet 
1 aa henkoohex pete | Cd rg th ſavour there would be 
WE. "the Creation! and; the 1, wauld: be.ſet free from that 
now burdens it, and God have honour, - and glory, and praiſe 


i5;0wn work, and his, goodneſs and. his bleſſing would, FF n it, and 
would be plenty 6 ws in his. ' place, and he would re- 


7&e in his own portion ,, [then no ae, non 
; ow would 


Would. be u & ant 

[2 generation honour Gol indo amiable a 2 generation be 
id their places ! how amiable athing it beto.ſee Parents of Children to 
bring up their children iq thefear of Ge nd lb urture them in the Wil- 
dom of God, andto train them up in love and together ! and 
to ſee Maſters d Names of Fa to prder yy: families in Gods Wil- 
dom, and to keep them, La good Frey pra 1 and to ſee. ſervants in 
cheir places ,1 Bree with dl no and to ſee people filled with ſound 
wiſdom and $ehvieg'} an to ſee f1 go fee fingle people wholly given up.to ſerve God, 
and to ſee you "g poop apatmber Creator in, the days of their youth, 
and to ſee Children. fear the Lord in their infancy, and to ſee ſuch as are 
it1 outward Government to, be cloathed with the: wiſdom of God, and to 
ſee Miniſters of Pariſhes deny deceit, and come into the truth, and to ſee 
Lawyers- introe judgement wy Equity, and to ſee all Trades-men with Juſt 
Weights and Meaſures, and to ſee all Buyersand Sellers in the created up- 
rightneſs ; then would hearts and minds come neer together in the one 
principle of God, and unity and peace would abound amongſt people : And 
therefore as one body, you are all exhorted to fear the Lord God, and turn to 
ewith which you are ealightned, and yeild to obey it, when in your 
Conſciencesit doth move you : hearken diligently to that: voyce, which 
we ou to return, and do not rejeR the Counſd of the Lord in any wiſe, but 
ſtill and quiet, and bow co the light in every manifeſtation, and believe in 

4 as it doth manifeſt it ſelf, that with the Light, the diſorderly nature may 
come to Judgment in every ' place, and that through Judgment the Creation 
may be delivered, which at this day travels in pain,grief, and ſorrow, for the 


diſorder 


, 


nor lyigg, and ſwear-. 


diforder is above, and by difordey you are all out of your places; and fo 
Tuns I practiſes with why j you: diſhafwour GL WI Srong your 
5. 'Thexeſore- you are-all exhorted +6 mind the Light which Would do. you 
good, anddo not run your ſelves wilfully-into*&ernal miſery ;, for the Lord 
would mt haveyou ;perifh,” but would that ye might come to the truth and 
be: faved*! And this is his compaſin' rowards F9; "nd hs atience and. for. 
mp nd nome ns, Fd ; for who” amongft you that ha not deſerved cuts 
ting down,'if the Lord ſhould nox exerciſe HiS"mercy ?."every ioſtane, of 
cime he may juſtly {mite you, and'bring your 'days' 16. an) 8nd in a.mA 


-, Therefore r what end ea breathi Gener 10N,an 
have yet time'given you zis it notthiat erat behold ing & 21: nd 
come ro repentance, and that you nay know the Tight wich which yolars 
ealig to be. your redemption” fm your” Faint convettation. ; ahd, your: 
Salvation from vain 608, ts HY REM your © ices mg io: 
; and be layour ynf Go ? for'\ Ht Bood tf Your. 4 Sf: 
:ofd: your preachmg; an mg, ad all your worthip; and, 
(ervice;/ and all your talk of God." of C] "to be in pour 2s 


py - ' . + 

as Maaoonr of Chrift,' and not iritis falvation'; for he doth not merit. any 
thing for the fin, but er how this: lyes, for. you 
want U j HR 19 Tight in man, and with 
his light he lets man ſee his ſin, by which iti tdan'ts ſeparated froni God, and 
he reproves the ſinner, and calls Hith t& reperitaice ; then the mind turning 
ro the light, when the light reproveth, and anſwering the; light faithfully, 
then doth the light begin 'to ſeparite hiwni fromthe fin, and trodraw him gut 
of the ſin , ſo Chrift ſaves the ſimriex ran the fin wich he hach lived in, and. 
through his judgement AIRED, By makes him clean through 
the water of Regeneration, and then' he recoriciles unto God the Father 
himſelf, and merits the love, and the life, and the peace for the ſinner, which 
in the ſinful ſtate was-ſeparared from- God, biit now in the clean fate is re- 
conciled to God by Jeſus Chrift, and fo man 1s not reconciled as a ſinner 
inthe fin, bur a ſinner waſhed and bathed, and cleanſed, by the pure water 
which taketh away: the filthinels of fleſh -and ſpirit, and fo reconciled to 
God, who is holy, 1n the: holineſs of Chrift Jeſt. | 

And here man comes to Chriſt, and to his Salvation, and ſalyation is, the 
work of Chriſt alone," and by him is'perfetted through Regeneration , ſo that 
it may here beunderftood by this ſhort Teſtimony, that the. Free Grace, of 
God by Jeſus Chriſt is held forth for Salvation, and not the Covenant. of 
* works , for though it be” fo, that people muſt come to repentance and amend- 

ment of life, and that they muſt deny their evil ways in obedience to Chriſt 
who is/pure, yet there" is no at which by them is done, that brings Salvari- 
on, though in their way they do meet with Peace from God'[through obedi- 
ence ; but the Salvation is in the Free Grace of God through Chriſt Jeſus ; 
and the Grace of God that brings Salvation dorh- appear to all men: [mark]. 
the Grace of God doth appear to all men , and where doth it appear ? why, 
in their own Conſciences ; and what doth it appear againt ? why, againſt 
che body of fin in every place, and y;- doth it appear to do ? why, to deſtroy 

F 


the 
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the Devil, the Author Bp 3 THY! FE "OR pit will 


reach to deny, going od worldly [mark] the Grivglat fad that 

brings Salvariott appear oF man 41n ——_ and teacheg.tnannthar 

doth receive it, to oY | lin 6 wk ly lay: rn get: 

NG hk tk in obec | b e Grace.1;;11; WM 9 {19.1 /1 11 ob bag B00? 
the | Salya fon r 
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s the duty, ang teaches to: deny (than Arhibbac! aps 
H made iran tibclean ; acg.whi th, ire? pple wel 

Tat bean and;what w acetal: iu why; 
oh Frighteouſly Ed. ,in-rhis pant dutHo 
DK s PUNT a chan ge wrought 1n main by the Grace od, the.grace 
25 it dot bring echnhh ungaglinels and 1g ee ade 
els, and godlineſs, ghey ' forth 


int une ty the gra _ 7 x rp "_ Eree+Love af 
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5 the Endy-of the Earthy to-all :rhar 
believe: ut people doth nor him, jand ſailersforgh theirown be- 
| 1 imap their. own'way, and 


mgfufeſtirion of tus Light wit! nd.the body of fin-retnains: unremo- 
ved 2and ſuch knows not his ran, (with fin. isdefiled and pollured, 
al With that wnclean bod by bs Lie is preſſed, and there tle Juſt! ſufters for 
the unjuſt, and the load of In.1s, heavy an tics which in his patience he 
berreth, though, with his Lighth e place For upon it every way. And 
cid itis opened whay, the Greeks FR what it is unto iman-that 
receives it, and believes in it, that mind the! grace that brings i falva- 


cn ;and'cloſe with it in its tnay come to falvation b 
ch init lt i foe co | oa _ p 
Therefore all People ponder theſe things. our heart, and wait to know 
whar time will bripg forth, ip oxdes vation, and do not negle& the 
rite which you have prelent, but ' conſider Gads goodneſs towards 
you, that his goodneſs ma ego 4to- _——_— and that you may 
ovine to Jeſus' Chriſt, an and know your falyation b him! alone, that his peace 


ES TE 


he may teal unto you in his. own ns 9 tas: in his life and wiſdom 


will ſtand in Righteouſneſs to jo ifie God, and this will bring peace in the 
latrerend , but it you refuſe to hearken, and to obey, your deſtruction will be 
of your ſelves, and God will be clear whea he judges : Therefore conſider it 
ſeriouſly, and neglect not to cloſe with the tenders of Gods love ; for to day 


- is unto you, but to morrow it may be- hid from you, therefore lay it to 
art, 


Con- 


not. ſagd. in- the. thing. done, [but [the 
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TI the FI of. lh x his vr arredion ion he brings it 
elf, it is a pure; {ybGange whitth is holy, and doth 
Coat and vvich the life.1is lixengehened,, wy thriugh the ary 


its growth by degrees; s god th this, 4$ rae: Faith kind is but; one, not divided 
from the by af of ys. tho-ygh.ia its aaniteſtztion ic, may: 
diverſly ; rally + is maniclarug to; he; nadetfbood Ns 
degrees, according Re thaRad; ifor che ſubſtance and 
matter of. Fauh US mhe. Serd,is — beiotherwiſt known, 
or received, but {, thao Faith [is the: gitt 


XI Rolurtagivn of. dee and "his 


of God, and is reveal 


IONS Leven: whiCh is is nqurideed and trogile 


b liyenthroughall oppoſitions, andiyidtory. over the 
TH by ita,iFer #hd6l yp Ar), groed yUBFreNGs the mr ldy'even 

nr a Þ 0! 11314; 9d 137911 1459 
For the world 1s. Lars. nd, A. .from the Gandation of.:it, 
the Lamb. hath been; againſt Chriit the Anthor 
of Faith, F San =” Refe rrection of the Seed; arid 
ſtanding ia the power; PROA the Faith þo nom vidoiy-obtained- 6+ 


ver the world, thro 
Secd that is pure abt and 
the Seed , ſothat the Canſci 


vieary 4þq Lamb: comes ing hberty, andthe 
the Faith a[condeth ine0; 4;hugher degrec in 
A __— to: keoltauled fromubat which hath 
defiled; and the Seckat God which pure s&e# the Donuiibn inthe Con- 
ſcience; andthe Conſcience —_ pure hrs thojugh the, Refurretion of the 
Seed, and the Myſteries F Faith, is then z(mark)the 
Myſteric _ Faith is held in a pure Conſcience, the Seed which ever was, and 
is a Myſterie to tha part which would live. by knowledge ; and as the My- 
ſterie of Faith comes to be held in a pure Conltience ſothe fruits of Faith 
is manifeſt from the Myfterie, Kay branches forth in all purity, according 
to the nature of the Myſterie , and this Faith purifies the heart with its purity, 
and makes the in-ſide clean alſo. 

And this is the Faith of Gods Ele, anddoth ſhew ic ſelf by its own work : 
For as the body without the ſpirit is dead, ſo Faith without works is dead alſo. 
And this is not an imagined Faith, but a revealed Faith, and by the Reſur- 
rection of the Seed it is ought forth ; and this is one Faith, in one life and 
power, and it ſtands inthe power, and by the power is preſerved ; And 
without this Faith it ts 118poſſi ble to pleaſe Gid , neither can any come to God, 
neither can any be juſtified before God ; for true Faith is in the Son, and 


with 


24 ntaoſeb Hoke: Wes 166g 
With the Son the Father is well plealed, and by the Son-muſt all come to God 


that comes unto him , and in the Son is Juſtification, for Faith in the Son 
makes clean the heart and gives victory over that which is contrary to. God , 
and with the power of the Son, in whom thg, faith ſtandeth, the polluted 
part is caſt out, and by the'Sao erevis-aev Ad Þod. Now there are many 
belicfs in the world, and many imaginations, yet but one faith, and that 
faith is revealed, and none can know it but in the Reſurrection of the. Sec ; 
forfaith in it ſelf. is a Myſtere, and s hidin its own ſubſtarqes, **ilfhorl 
can ſee it, nor know it ir ger 0 op ro the light, And wilt'n{tHEYhs 
feel the riſing of the Seed, and fairh by the Seed- reveale8; 35 the finh 
doth: not ſtand in the wiſdor'off men, but-in 'the power of God, Which 
power kills the unri 8 and reveals the righteouiieſs fighr Hirh t6 

uth  faith-rhere is Juſtification x7 the! Rigltcouſnels, 
and there is peace felt witt-God FU CHAR, 07 0000595 951499 
- Andthis is _ and is bur 6rls faith,” hath *its work in 


man:; and the g gh ata, \ It, the courſe comes ts be fini- 
ſhed with joy ;- and this is « flanding Faith inthe Rrdiig þdWEr of God, 

ich goes over the utibelievi þ wu pen liers'1s —_ unity 
eſe body mw the deere tn Mi kB any reno 

et , according to $1 it andWwich'one} 
fe heart and mind hoy rejoyosin Godehiir Viour, -* 4 Whiſcbyer belief 
man hath made to himſelf, and whatfoeverhe hath {et up through that belief, 
to be the objet of it, he muſt unlooſe his Hold; and break his Idol down, or 
he cannot meer”in the unity of the farhwiththoſe that are born 6f the Seed, 
neither will his belief ſave him, neither will tis belief abide in the Furnace, 
nor eadure the tryal through affliction, ſo can never be fougd to the praiſe 
and glory of God ; but Fathinthe Power is preſerved'in' the Furnace, and 
ſtrengthned in aflictions, and in & power is Mace 6 Lhe tad, and ſo goes 
through all by believing ; and Chrift'who is the Author! of Faith, be allo is 
the Finiſher of it z and the tryal of this Farh is much more precious than 
Gold thar periſheth, and is found to the praiſeand glory of God; and the end 
of this faith is everlaſting pea {1 Eats. © "on iedonns! FR 

And this Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the evidegce of things 
not ſeen ; and by this Faith the Elders obtained & goed report, which Faith 
is now known again, and the juſt mens ſpirits in it, -and- there is an -univer- 
ſal unity amongſt the Juſt from the beginning,” Andthiis is true faith; 
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Concerning Hope. 


e hope which gives ſatisfactionis Chriſt Jeſus , and this hope ſtandeth 
firm and ſure, and itis anſwered with peace in. hoping,, for the living, 
hope is in Chriſt , and though many oppoſitioas may riſe againſt it, yet: 
the hope doth not fail, but reaches to attain the cad, and hopes to the end ; . 
for hope reaches to ſomething, and hopes for. ſomething that is nox yer _at- 
tained ; for when that which 1s £745 po comes to be enjoyed, then the 
hope is ſatisfied, and ceaſes hoping, and enjoyeth that which. it hath"\ha- 
palfor : for whilſt it is hope, it waits to be anfwered with that which 4t - 

operh for, and ſo hopeth over all that which ſtands in oppoſition, and it: is 
an{wered with peace in hoping, . though. the full eajoyment of that which 
it hopeth for be not yet attained, and. it ſtill preſſes' forward. to- its deſited- 
ho reyes ' 

"And this is Chriſt in. man the hope, of glory ; (mark), Chriſt the hope of 
glory, the hope that liveth, in which hope man knows a pare in the life, and 
with the leaſt meaſure of hope in Chrilt the life, he breaths 'after- more life 
and hopes for more en els. 11 the bfe, which hope doth till preſs.in- 
to the life, and here Chriſt 15 the hope, and Chriſt is the life, yet; whilſt 
the life.is-in bondage to any. thing, the hope, is exerciſed in, ;hopiog, be- 
bauſe in that placethere is.not perteft ==1 which the haps $a. for, 4 
and all har fs this hope, they hl iſt, and they breath in his hope- 
for perfe& liberty in his life, and waits to; be. detivered by his power from 
under the bondage of corruption, and waits for the glory, and 1o the hope 
is kept in the: life, and breaths in. the. life: ro come into the glory. ;,and in. 
due time there is an anſwer given, gnd.it comesto/a full poſleſſion of thar 
which it hoped for, and ſo comes to-its [atisfaction, in the glorious liberty ;; 
for it is to be underſtood, that whilſt the Seed is in travel in any place, that 
there is ſomething of the 0 preſſing nature over, and then the hope is exer- 
ciſed through Faith, andthe Faith believes over it, and the Hope hopes in the 
Faith. 

And in that ſtate there is a hope to be eaſed, and a hope to be delivered, 
and a hope to come into the glory, and a hope to be eſtabliſhed in reſt ; and 
here Faith and Hope have their unity together, and are exerciſed together, 
ad Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for , and by the power in which it 
{tandeth, it makes. way 1or the hope, and brings in the evidence of things not 
yet ſeen ; for Faith and Hope are united in the ground, and Faith goes forth 
in thepower, to make way for the liberty of the hope, and through the Faith, 
the hope overcomes oppoſitions, and comes to the enjoyment of that which 
it hopeth for, and ſo Chritt is in man the Author of Faith, and alſo the hope 
of glory z and this is a living hope, and a ſtanding hope, for it is begotren in 
the life to breath after life, and hopes for the full perfection of life, and the 
glorious liberty in the life, which being attained, the hope is then ſatisfied, 
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and poſlelſeth the thing which it hath hoped for, through the travel , and 
ral hope is fully Fomoane and Cf, and then faith and hope re- 
joyces 1n the glorious berty of Chritt the fulnefs;- And this hope is not like 
the hypocrites hope that periſheth , for the hypocrites hope 1s generated in 
the airy part, by the motion of imagination, and 1K is like the Spiders web, 
which by -her own labour ſhe makes ra her (elf. *'* 

And how many have created their own hope, through their own belief, 
and hath ſomething which the hope looks at to be its ſatisfaction in the end ; 
bur' that hope periſheth, and the end of it is miſery. For how do de- 
ceive themſelves: with a vain hope, and how much are many perfwaded of al- 
ſurance of life through their own hope? and yet know not Chriſt m them 
the hope of glory, bur th imagination have created an object, and their 
belief ftanderh in chat, and their hope reaches to that, and no further , for is 
it not the cry of many people, that they hope to be ys and they hope God 
will ſhew them mercy, and they hope he will paſs by their offences, ani pardon 
their fins? and ſoina vain hope encloſe themſelves as a Spider in her web, 
and there ſleeps at caſe, as if there were no danger. And this is the hope of 
the hypocnite that periſhes, who knows not Chriſt in him ; for there is 
no hope that is created through an imagination, or that reaches to any thing 
yen 0 Un _—_ that can give ey to oe {oul ; Jar 
t inz immortal, there is not an thing below life and immortalit 
that can (ich it ; and life and jnnmentality 4 
 viour ; and there can be no affurance of eternal life throngh any other faith 
or hope, but what ftandeth in himfelf'; then how miſerable are ſuch, that 
have neither faith nor hope, but what they created to themſelves ! and 
hath no further Seal of eternal life, bat what they draw to' themſelves 
through their own: belief and hope, which being created in the periſhing 
part, there muſt an end come, and b6th the obje& of the belief and hope, 
atid- alſo the belief and the hope will fall and together, But Chriſt is 
for ever, and the living Faith and Hope is in himſelf, and he alone is the ob- 
je& of that Faith and Hope ; and this hope : goes peace in hoping, and 
gives aflurance of that which is hoped for ; and through affurance there js 
ſatisfa&ton in the travel, and in the end there is perfect reſt in Chriſt. And 
this 152 true Hope, 
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Concerning Lore, 


(3: D is Lon and Love is on and it is in God the fulneſs ; and 
as it is in God, it is unmeaſurable every way ; the heights, and depths, 
ength, ant! breadth, is paſt finding out ; and it is a fecrer in it ſelf, unto 
which no mortal eye can approach : for it doth contain it ſelf within. its 
own perfect body, and there 1s 1n it ſelf in everlaſting fulneſs, and by its own 
motion, and in its own g_— ts it: {elf ro the Sons of men uni- 
verlally, and ſpreads it ſeltas an unbounded River, which hath is natural 
courſe ny range doe Sea, and in its pailage doth refreſh the thirſty, 
and rerurns into the body of the Sea again , even 1o it is with love, which in 
it ſelf is a pure perfett body, containing 11 it ſelf within its own body, as to 
its own fulneſs, and yet is always ſending from it-ſelf many ſweet and plea- 
{ant ſtreams of vertue, which refreſheth and watereth all that are a thirſt fot | 
it, and all the ſtreams that proceed from it,they have their courſe and Ee, 
and returns _ - pary wry Ars vg > and fo _ is in it (e _ 
comprehenſible being, and from Eternity to Eternity it ſtands unchangeable; 
and it is the greateſt of all things,  andits vertue is the chicfeſt Tb 
fountain which abounds in largene(s, and Fulneſs, andin freenels, it opens 
it ſelf in tenderneſs,'and with its own vertue it doth fi the want of all that 
thirſt for-it, and it gives forth a-meaſure ofit ſelf, in ptingy of it (elf, 
which as aftream of purewater doth react the thirtty foul , and this is 
lovein it ſelf, which dilpoltrh'of wilt by meaſure, according to its own plea- 
fure and with this-love: God loves the world,' and he ſends his only begotten 
Son = the —_ that whojoever:belicves in him ſhoald not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life, *1+; uudy | 
And with this his love he reaches all people through a manifeſtation of 
light,” which lightis Chrift the; only begotten ef the Father, and with this 
light of: Chriſt is every man Enlaghtnetl, that comes into the world, and with 
chislight' che. ſinger's fought, and: forfin' reproved, and that is love which 
doth reprove , and who do not ah{wer the reproof, they do not anſwer . the 
love of God, neither doth recazve (the love-when it. is '\tendered , but who 
anſwers the reproof, :and loves the hight which: doth reprove, they anſiver 
the love, and recavesthe love, and then with: the love: they are drawn 'to 
love Gbd again, ,and40 there1s-ndt: any 1n the fall that firſt loves God, 
untill he have mbaifeſted his love unto them by Jeſus Chriſt, which love is 
certainly manifeſted. : + Chriſt vnto all 'people , which love being 2e- 
ceived, - it drawerh' tot felf, and:begenteth a:love to it ſelf, whereby +man 
comes to love Gad ;,-notthat he:loved God firſt. bur that God firſt loyed his, 
and gavehis only begotten Son for-him, and through his owt:love manifeſted 
in Chriſt Jeſus, he begetteth man to love him again ; and as man receives 
Chriſt Jeſus in the reproof, he: receives the loveof God, for if man: do/not 
joyn unto Chriſt when he reproves him, and cloſe with-the tender of — 
| that 
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that diſpenſation, he is an oppoſer and a rejeRer of Chriſt, in whom the Fathers 
loveis made manifeſt.and ſo will come.not to Chriſt to receive the love, and 
the lite that 1s 1n-htm. 

And hence it is thatſo many are deſtitute of God and Chriſt, and wants 
the ſalvation, and the peace, andthe vertue of love, becauſe they are more 
in love with thoſe things that\ar> reproved, thanwith that which doth re- 
prove;and though Chriſt does come todo the Fathers will, and tenderthe love 
of the Father in himſelf, yet many do reje& him, and outitand him, and 
prove rebellious againſt him, and though he waits to ſhew mercy, and fro 
timeto time doth'manifeft his kindneſs in tendering, yet- there is not a rgadi- 
nefs of receiving, but rather of deſpiſing and contemning , and'here hecomes 
to many, but they recieve him not z and he wooes many, but they will not 
come unto him, that they might have life in him ; ſo do many turn 'their 
backs upon him, and with their rebellious nature grieves him, and caules 
him 'to draw his/ love into his own boſome , and fo! they lye deftitute 
of u_ though in it ſelf it be large and: full, and in its manifeſtation u- 
NIVETLAI, | | «= & 4 LN" 113 

And ſuch are miſerable and wretched, i who rejeQs the love of God which 
is tendered in Chriſt Jeſus , But to 45 many 4s, 'do receive bim; tothem he yives 
power to become. the Sons of God, even to as:many as believes in his Name 

" which are born, pot of fleſh, nor of blood,'\nor of the will of man, but of God, 
(Mark) they that receive Chriſt Jeſus, they come to be born of God,and Chriſt 
gives them powerto become the Sons of God, and this is a ſtate beyond the 
birth of fleth and blood, and the will of man; for that birth hates the light, 
and loves darknels rather, and willnot cometo the lighn, leſt the light ſhould 
reptove its deeds ;, but they that love the light, theyb (bring their deeds tothe 
Lght, and they are maniteſt 'to be wroughtin God , and tuch grows: in the 
love, .and ſprings in'the love, and is nouriſhed with the-vertue of the love, 
and the love is the babes conſolation, for the babe being new born in the love, 
itis brought forth alittle child: filled withr Innocency,' and it waits for nou- 
rithment from the-breaſt of love, and waits to __ inſtrength through the 
nouriſhment, and it hath no will to any thing, but delights to do the: will of 
che Father only  - [099 "4c, 220] cle y 

And thus God-4S known to be love, through the meaſure of his love ma- 
nifeſted-and._recetved in Chriſt, and all that have received Chriſt, they have 
received the love of God, and in that love they loveGad again, and are born 
of Gad,. and knoweth Gad, for att Far that loveth are/ of God; and 
kriovtth God ;.and:there is the true knowledge of God;jand of his love by Je- 
fus Chrift, and they that do not thus know God, they have not yet received 
Jeſus/Chriſt his Son, and ſo neither knows the Father, nor the Son, with -a 
true; knowledge, neither do =o walk in the way of peace, nor feel the ver- 
tue of the ftreamiot love ; and atlſuch are: dry and withered, and only pleaſe 
themſelves with'their own imagined way: i But the bwrth [born of love, drinks 
in the ſtreams of pure water, and it knows:the fountainthart holds it, and it 
grows up to. the enjoyment of the fountain; -and fo: comes: to: the ipring, -and 
drinks full.draughts of an overflowing cup'of blefling, and rejoyces in the pol- 
ieſhan of its portion, | LAOGT: £1 193793: | 

And thus:to know God is life Eternal, for. all. born of love, they -know . 
the-Son, and the Son reveals the Father, and-is the way. to the Father ., and 


they 
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they that have:the Son, theyhaye life, andare in the'poſſeſſion of life, which 
.can.neverbs.compaſſed by the wiſeſt-part-of-man; nor farhomed with all his 
wiſdom, but to an innocent babe it is revealed, and the babe knows the ſe- 
.cret, and gives thanks to'the Father that he- Hid thoſe things from the wile 
part which would have gained thetnfor knowledge out of the life ; and this 
2s the greateſt attainment , who-are-born into it, * fuch know the End of all 
fleſh, and ſee faith,” hope, andlove:remain, -burthe greateſt of- all 1s love, 
and if lovebe wanting, there is nothing profitable 5rhough a man' ſhould give 
all his goods to the poor -and his body to be' burned; if he' want love it pro- 
fits hira nothing, ſo that the greateſt of all- is love 5-for there is the fulneſs 
known, and there is the Inheritance ſealed,” and that 'is the End unto which 
Faith looketh; and for which hope hopeth in the trayel, which being poſſeſſed 
.andenjoyed, then the End of faith and-hope &'fully anſwered, and the fal- 
vation of the ſoul is witneſſed, andthe heir rejoyces4n the fulneſs of his porti- 
.on which is love, ot I 2 264500 DIR C3 

- Andhereis faith, hope, and love briefly opened, and in thernſelves are in 
one you body. united,”-which'' in every manifeftacion- there is comfort 
Found according to meaſure,' but the' greateft- of all- is love, and in love the 
(Babe fits down, and is in-co-heirſhip with ChiſRz/ and in the Kingdom Ever- 
laſting, and in the Power of an Endle(s Life / it pofleſleth the dtrable Riches 
-and Treaſures; and is. filled with joy-and peace, ard'icrowned with 'glory and 
renown for Ever. | y 72 is 6/47 03 f | 
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meat indeed, and this muſt people ear if they have lifein Chriſt ,' for Chriſt 
I5 4 Avia ; ahd Chriſt is the Life, and they that do not eat lum bave no 
Liiein him. 

And this is a hard ſaying toall unbelievers , for ſuch ſaid in times paſt 
how can this man give us his fleſh to Eaz ? and thus is the bread that comes 
down from Heaven, which if a man eat he ſhall never dye, are bleſled 
that believe in this, for Chriſt is the Bread of Life, and all that hunger af- 
ter him in truth, he feeds them according to his own pleaſure: and here is li- 
ving water felt from Chriſt the fountain, and here is meat known that en- 
dures to Everlaſting life, and with his vertue and goodneſs the ſoul is repleni- 
ſhed and comforted, - and this is the Word which 1s near every man , who 
ſhall aſcend to fetch it down from above z or who ſhall deſcend to fetch ir 
from below ? 'But what faith un? tbe word is nigh thee, even in thy heart, 
axd in thy month, to obey it,- and do it ;, and there mult man know it, and 0- 

bey it, if ever he come to feed upon it, and he muſt firſt know it as a re- 

- prover, and then as a haminer and a fire, to break down, and burn up all that 
drofſie nature that is in him, and the rebellious part that ſtands 'in oppoſition 
againſt the Lord. And this is the Word which is nigh unto every man, al- 
ways taking hold upon the tranſgreflorin Judgment, and as a (wift witneſs 
overtakes the tranſgreſſor in all his ways , and 1n that place it is quick and 
|, and tharper than arwo Edged ford ;. if 2 man commit evil, the 

ord hath a quick motion to find him, and is powerful to judge him, and 

| ſharp to wound him, andthe hairy ſcalp of the wicked is wounded by the 
{word ofthe ann wor # Word of __ z and .. i 4 a op . (elf in 

man-according to the preſent di{pofition ofa man , i eſs diſpoſe him, 
and that he be in the evil, eitherin thought, word, or deed, then = Word 
ſtands againſt him, and- is quick, and powerful, , and a hammer, and 
2 fire, and man ray bro bd ache enkeen or - for it is to be underſtood 
that the Word in it ſelf is an un being, and one pure perfect intire 
body of love, yet the manifeſtation of .ir q diverſly as man ſtands before 
it, and it hath ns wn in man to mans preſent diſpoſition , for 
ifhe ſia, heis qui y ovation with Jogpmcnt, ] that which overtakes 
him and Judges bim is the Word, and there he may feel it powerful and 
ſharper then a Two Egedfword , and through his obedience to it in that ma- 
nifeſtztion, then it becopries 'a hammer ahd' a fire in its operation, and it is as 
a fire in his bones to confiime CY IT Fay place. | 

And by this ayoung-man may cleanle his ways, forif a man take heed to 
TE RESTS 
OUT-gOH! wan thou vain inations, 
and the body of fi and death that is ig him, hs gre his and ſepa- 
rate fm from God ; if herake heed £0 the Word when it manifeſts ſecret jE- 
vils, whichts its naroreto do, then it will become a light to his feet and a 
lanthorn to his paths, and he will find it to be 2 tru cop dnggalrpers yea in 
his loweſt tate. it will be a. tighrto tis fret, and guide his feet, and then man 
doth not erre when he comes to the Word in bimſal, and takes heed unto 
>4t, thea the Word becomes a Tight to his feet; far the Word is light, and 

man following the Ight, and walking an the Tight, he doth got ſhunble, but 
walks fafcly, andwith the light ofche Word he ſees his way, and fees all 
dangers a$they lye. _ 

And he that thras takes heed to the Word, and anſwers the Word, and 
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comes to obey it. when it reproves him, then the Word lifts hin up, and ſers 
his feet in the wy and (o becomes a __ his feet, to guide him that he 
may not err, and the Word gives man itrength to follow it, and then he be- 
gins to travel out of the dark Corners of the Earth, and out of the Earth- 
ly habitations, and tallaws the Word;:gngd buligves in the promiſe of the 
Word, and this15 an Expreſs Word in every nan, it ſpeaks expreſly in his 
Conſcience according to the ſtate it finds him in, and fo it may be known 
ifeſting it (elf as mans preſent Rare and conditicn is; and as man take hed 
unto it; he takes heed to the light, and the light guides his feet out off all 
erle ways, and crooked ways, and froward ways, and guids. him and leads 
im in the way of peace, and lo it isa cleanſing Word, w ho takes heed yn- 
to itare cleanſed by it ; fora young man may cleanſe his ways, by takin 
heed to the Word, and by obeying the word , and man that takes heed untg 
it, and obeys 1t, the clean{ing water of the word goes through him, and it 
cleanſes out of him allthe corrupt and bad nature, thar hath gefiled him, and 
made him ynelean ; then man may feel the witer of the word to waſh him, 
and the water of Regeneration to renew him. | And here the word plunges 
man in its own pure water, and Him, and makes his in ſide clean. and 
{o his heart is waſhed and made clean, ang his mind is made clean, and his 
body clean, and hereis the Baptizer, and the baptiſing, which doth not lye 
outwand forthe taking away the filth of the fleſh, but makes a man dean 
within, -and renews him in the ſpirit of his mind unto God, and ſo wathes q- 
bo ATE nature, which hath loaded and burddned the tender 
And this is the water ofthe word which flows in man, as man takes heed 
unto it, and obeys it, and "man is fantified by the word, and the word 
is trath z and being thus ; and waſhed, and fanRified by the word 
then it becomes the word of recondlliation, -ard the word of ercrnal life, and 
ic brings \man to God in a clean waſhed Raye, and reconciles him unto God 
in its own holineſs al gin eſs, and then man knows peace with God 
through Jelus Chriſt, and there the clean enters the Kingdom, and all the 
unclean which cannot enter, are waſhed away, 'end then man knows Chriſt 
his Redeemer, his Saviour, and Interceſſor,” and hath acceſs to God the Fa- 
ther by him, and ſo comes into the dom, and fits down in the dom, 
and inherits the joy, andthe pence; and the bleſing ; (o it is to be conſidered, 
that chough the manifeſtation of the Word be divers, yet the nature of ir 
ſelf in its body, is an unchangeable being, and is the ſame this day as 
i was in thebeginning, aad it is the Word which lives and abides for ever , 
and unto it all are to take heed, for ir never loſes its Teſtimony ; but 
—_— to the preſent ſtate and condition'of man, fo dyth it manifeſt it 
{elf ; and whilſt man isin fin jtis a word of reproof: and whicn he yields to 
obeyit, then it is 4 hammer and a fire, and hath an operation for tg break 
down the Mountains andthe hard Rocks, and' to ſever the drofs, and burn 
the chaſe, and then # becomes water to cleanſe and waſh away the filrhineſs 
of fleſh and ſpirit ; and then it fantifies in its own Righteouſneſs, and ſo 
( brinss manto God, and reconciles him to God , andthen it is the Word of 
reconciliation, and the Word of Erernal Life unto rhat man, for he lives in 
it, and dwells ina, and feeds pon it ; and there Chriſt is known the Word 
of Eternal Life, and kis Fleſh, and his Blood is fed upon withjoy. And this 
4is{ubſtence which doth endure, and never decays nor changes. 
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Mans reſtleſs part , and the Elefion, 


Earching, Hunting, and Comprehending to know, is an uncertain ſtate, 
and genders to bondage in every place, and no aſſurance or true-ſatisfact- 

ion that any can receive through that labour, for the end of thoſe things is 
death, and whoſoever ſearcheth after life , and not in the Light through 
which life is revealed, they run over the annocency, and hunt aboye the fim- 
licity and the houſe of bondage is their z tor if the reſtleſs part be not 
Prue down, and kept under in every place, the Seed of the evil-doer doth 
rejoyce overthe Seed of God , aud it being of a contrary nature, the weight 
of its nature falls heavy upon he juſt, and forely oppreſſeth. the holy one ; and 
when a man is overcome by.any thing of that nature, he falls under the'pow- 
er of it, he is in bondage to that very thing z and though much may be put 
dywn that hath ruled, and unto which mafi hath ſometimes been in; bondage, 
and under the power of which he hath known grief, and then comes to teel 
eaſe given by the removing of it, and in that place may fit in peace; | yet not- 
withſtanding ſomething may remain, untaken away, unto which he is,in bon- 
dage.. and in that place he hath grief, and not peace , for unto what; a man 
vields himſelf ſervant ro obey, he 1s a ſervant unto that very thing , and'if-it 
be.z preſentation from the body:of darkneſs, ,if he yreld unto it,” he ſerves it, 
_ comes under the power, of it, .in, which place he ſits in bandage. And 
kere. many are taken. unawares, :whaſe, minds are not ſtayed upon God z- for 
by ſearching into things, and not in the;meaſure of. God, and by running be- 
ore their meaſure, and in the hunting part, would compaſs ſomething to them- 
ſelves, and in that very place,!the {nare. is, laid, and in that ſtate they have 
not 2-clear eye, neither can they diſtinguiſh things that do appear ; and being 
upontthe ſearch before the light, and purſuing the ſearch with eagerneſs, dark- 
neſs transforms it ſelf into the likenels af that thing which the ſearch is after, 
and; then holds it forth;and preſents it to the hunting part, 'and that part be- 
ing hunting out of the light, ir cannot diſcern the danger as it lies an that pre- 
ſentation z but coming transformed iu a likeneſs, and: preſenting /it ſelf to be 
true, the hunging part joins unto it, and a belief cloſes in with it,-and it is 
received and trea{ured up for the true matter : and in this-place yielding, man 
becomes a ſervant to that very thing with which his belief is cloſed, and is 
under the power of it, and in bondage tg it.. And theſe lying fignes-which are 
transformed and preſented from the body of darkneſs, do-overcome. the hun- 
ting: part to. believe in them, and ſo rknels ruleth, and the Seed of God 
bears the burden, and in that place there is no, peace, and; though there may 
be liberty taken through ſuch a belief, and that part which hath joined may in 
that place rejoyers yet neither is the belief, nor the thing believed in true, and 
therefore it is {1n 1n the ground,y not oang.to the true Faith. And.here many 
pleaſe themſelves in tyole things with which their belief is cloſed, and in that 
very place rejoices over the witnels of God, and dothnot regard when reproof 
cometh, becauſe a ſtrong perſwaſion ſtandeth 1n that thing with which their 
belief is cloſed ; and ſuch caſt reproof behind them, and do not look at re- 


proof 
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proof to w_ unto them in their place , and being in that thing cloſed 
through a beliet they conclude that it 15 not to be condemned as evil in them, 
becaule it is their Faith z and being their Faith, it is not evil in them; -and 
by ſuch a beliet 1n it, they create a peace and a-joy ; but in that place the - 
Seed of God is grieved and afflicted, and that which creates a peace and a joy 

over the Seed, muſt all come down into mourning and bitter lamentation : 
for all ſuch rejoycing is vain, and there is no peace given of God unto that 

art, 

I having a deep conſideration 'of thele things ; and beholding how many 
are entangled, and having my elf been a Traveller amongſt ſuch dangers, 1 
am moved in compaſſon to the Ele& of God, to open ſome ſnares and dan- 

ers, and to hold forth a certain way of recovery unto all that are in hold, 

d this obſerve, that when the fallen wildom runs in a ſearch, and with irs 
ſubtilty hunts to find out ſecrets, then doth Nimrod begin his inventions and 
that part would build a Tower to reach to Heaven, and with its own handy 
work would preſerve it ſelf in ſafety, and that is Rabel; inſtitution ; and the 
ground of its ereftion, which in all places is confulion, and is for utter deſolati- 
on and deſtruction in every place : So, who would be a true ſearcher in the Di- 
vine Miſteries, and into the ſecrets of the Moſt high, they muſt learn to ſtand 
ſtill, and in the filent ſtate wait upon God, and keep their minds ſtayed in the 
Light z in which Light hidden things are diſcovered, and the counſels of all 
hearts are made manifeſt, and in the Light he reveals his ſecrets, and opens 
the Parables, and declares the hard ſayings, and all that fear his name, they 

uttheir truſt in him, andare contented with what he reveals unto them + 
2nd they that ſeek in this, and cometothe righteouſneſs through it, they find 
the Kingdome, and the Treaſure, and there is all things added , and this is 
Godlinels which brings gfeat gain z andthe mind being kept in the Spirit, it 
gocs with the Spirit into'the life, and in the life the _ things of God are 
known, and underſtood, 'and not by any other way. So who can diſcern the 
glory of the Sun, and the'glory of the Mooh, and in what they differ, may 
clearly diſtinguiſh between what'is revealed, and that which is comprehend- 
ed; for though the Moon gathers her light from the body of the Sun, yet it 
is not the light of the Sun, as it is ſent: from the Moon, neither doth that light 
rule the day ; and this 1s phain Similitude, S0many tender people are wrong- 
ed, and deeply betrayed', whoſe- minds -are after- a {earch into the Divine 
Miſteries, and in Nimyod; vature; hunt® before the Lord,-ithey run into many 
dangers, and,in-many places are taken Captive by aſubtil part, and through 
a preſentation from the body of 'darkhels, they are'-cartied imo a ſtrong belief 
of what is preſented, and'cloſe with jt as a true-and- firm ground : And ſuch 
lay a another foundation than that Which God hath laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Wiſdome from above; and the"belief *of man being 'cloſed with thar 
which is preſented, from that belief divers _—_ ate: obleryed and practifed, 
and every one ſets up the thing with which their belief is cloſed, and-into 
which they -are joyned, and unto that thing they ſtand ftrongly engaged; and 
in that part is all ſtrife and contentton'; for every man would miintain'his own 
belief; and Nimrod ſitting King at Babel, and being chief 5nithat work, the 
end of his labour is diſtration and confuſion, and that doth'conſequently at- 
trend ſuch a belief; and who do ſearch and hunt; 'and with thar part compre- 
hend, they do erect and build in their obſervation ; and one eres and builds 
his obfervation in his beh&, and IT Lo-hers., another erefts and builds 
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his obſervation in his belief, and he cries, Zo there : And there: is lomething 
of a belief in all rouching the matter which they do: erect and build, to ob- 
ſerve, and through the ſtrength of his belief, they ſtrive and contend one 
againſt another , and that is Nimrods part who ſits king in Babel, and all that 
ever have been found out by the deepeſt ſearches 1n the hunting part, it 
riles no higher than Babe/ , and at Babel it ends; and whether a belief 
lie to { ing outward, or ſomethipg inward, if it lie in that which is ga- 
thered by hunting and comprehending, within the compals of mans own wil 
dome, it is Babel, and bondage to the Seed , and though in ſome places there 
may not be ſtrife manifeſted, yet there may be ſuch narrownels in that part 
with which the belief is cloſed, asthe Seed may be fore afflicted by it , and in 
that part man ſets himſelf, and in the ſtrength of his belief, he defends his 
place & his ground, though it be a#ſlippery place for his feet to ſtand upon , & 
though in this place he ſeems to be fixed, yet the hunting part is moſt at liber- 
tyinſuch a man, and he is in a reſtlets ſtate, alwaies ſearching to find ſome- 
thing which he hath a will to know , and in that place a preſentation being 
offered, he runs to gatherit, and adds that to his belief: But this finds nor 
the mercy z For #ot in him that willeth, nor in him that runneth, but in God a- 
lone is the mercy , and he ſhews it when he will, and how he will, and to 
whom he will ( mark ) it is God that ſheweth mercy, and he ſhews mercy to 
whom he will ſhew mercy ;. ( mark again) he ſhews it towhom he will, and 
in what time he will, and it is the election that obtains-1t, and not the hun- 
ter, the Willer, and the runner, and comprehender , hedoth not ſhew mer- 
cy to that part, neither doth that part obtaia it or injoy it, for Eſas is repro- 
bared, ( mark that : ) Therefore who- would know the things of God, and 
and find the mercy, they muſt ſtand fall and wait in the Light. And this is 
the Word of the Lord God to all ry for in the Light the mercy is ſhew- 
ed, and the Election obtains it, and there is Gods puzpole fure according to 
Election, and his mercy is ſure to the Elected, and in the mercy the Election 
is raiſed, and the reſtle(s, huating comprehending + is laid waſte and' ſub- 
jected ; and ſo the mercy is given to Facob, the birth of the Seed, becauſe God 
loves him, and it is with-held from Eſas, the birth of the fleſh, becauſe God 
hates him, and though Eſa ſearch in the depth. of his Wiſdome, and hunt 
to the fartheſt end of his nation, yet he can never find the mercy in his 
way, for the purpole of God —_— to Election muſt ſtand , and quiet Fa- 
cob, that waits in ſtilneſs, he is beloved, and unto him God ſhews the mercy, 
and he obtains it, becauſe he is Elected , but reſtleſs Eſas, that hunts abroad, 
he is hated of God, and rejected , 1o in the mercy is Facob raiſed and exalted, 
and Eſ«s he is put down and {ubjeed ; then perfect freedom in the Seed is 
known, and mercy and peace is poſleſſed in that habitation, . 

Therefore all muſt ceaſe from their own labour, in which they are wearying 
them(elves, and come into ſtilne(s, quietneſs, and ſtayedneſs, and feel the 
Seed of God, with which he keeps Covenant, and Mercy for ever , .in which 
Seed ſtands in Election before the worlds Foundation, and there the Simple 
Innocent mind in its tender breathings, receives Conlolation , forin the itil 
nels the everlaſting Spring opens, and the mercy goeth forth in freeneſs, and 
the Election obtains it, and the Soul rejoyces in it ; and that is true joy 1a the 
Lord, yea, fulne(s of joy in his preſence ;. for now the Ranſomed of the Lord 
comes from Baby/oxs Rivers, where it hath ſitten weeping, andin the merc 


it returns to Sjoz Rejoycing, and comes to be placed in $7075 holy hill, and. 


learn 
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learn the Songs of S192 ;, and in the true joy of a Redeemed ſtate, it ſings the 
praiſe to him thar lives for ever. And here is the poſſeſſion in the Everlaſt- 
ing Kingdome, and a fitting downin everlaſting peace, and bleſſing , and this 
is the Faith of Gods Ele@ which is true, and the Faith gives victory over Nim- 
rod and Eſau, for Chriſt is the Author of it, and in his power it ſtandeth, 
and it is juſtified, and not condemned , and here is the one only true wile God 
known, and Jelus Chriſt whom he hath ſent , and all that are of this Faith, 
they have fellowſhip with the Father, and with the Son, and with one ano- 
ther, and ſo they meet together in the Unity of the Faith of the Son of God, 
in which faith _ have peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt, and in 
his peace they lie down together in ſafety , and as Lambs of one Fold, they 
rejoyce under the goyernment of the good Shepheard. So let none ſearch to 
know beyond what is revealed in the Spirit , tor God is, and is a rewarder 
of all that love him: [ Mark ] God is, and none can know him, but as he 
reveals what he1s in the Son, through whom the brightneſs of his Glory ſhines 
abroad, and the expreſs image of his perſon is made manifeſt , and who are 
contented with that meaſure which is made manifeſt in the Son, they receive 
their reward init z and all ſuch are bleſſed whoſe hearts and minds are ſimply 
diſpoſed in love to God, 
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A particular place of Bondage opened. 


He Principle of God in man is a true and faithful witneſs for God in eve- 

ry place, and it hath a ſure Teſtimony aganiſt that ſpirit which worketh 

in darkneſs, in which darkneſs the M of Iniquity is ſeated, and hath a 
place of Government in man, and fits exalted in ſtrength and power over 
man in the fall, and from that place doth all decivableneſs of unrighteoul- 
neſs proceed ; and the Witneſs of God doth ſtand in its place, and is in it 
ſelf a holy Principle , which hath no communion with Darkneſs, 'nor 
with the deceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, which from the darkneſs pro- 
ceedeth z, but with us purity it maketh manifeſt- the ſecret workings of the 
Miſtery of Iniquity, and ſtands a witneſs againſt that part and Principle, 
and alſo the manifeſtation that is produced from it; and unto which of theſe 
a man yields himſelf ſervant to obey, he is- a ſervant to it, and becomes 
actually diſpoſed by it z and as man joyns to either, and comes under the 
power of either, fo are his works' brought forth, his words are ſpoken, and 
his deeds are done,' from the aQual motion within him, * by one of thoſe 
Principles ; and the words and deeds are made manifeſt either to be good. or 
evil, according to the nature of the Principle unto which man is joyned ; and 
there is a clear diftin&ion both in the ground, and -in the, manifeſtation , for 
as that of God in man is: true in itſelf, and the narure of it 15 righteous, ho- 
ly, and pure, ſo itdorhdeclare it (elf diſtinMy from every, manifeſtation pro- 
ceeding out of darkneſs, and hath a ſure Teſtimony in it felf againft it in 
every place: for as itis certain, that man isjoyned to one of theſe Princt- 
ples, and is a ſervant toit , ſo it'1s as certain, that unto.which he 15joyn- 
ed, and ſerving, the ſame doth aQually diſpoſe trim in the motion of it ſelf ; 
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and he being a ſervant to it, and actually difpoſed by it, the fruits of its nature 
is manifeſt Yeough him, either in the good, or-in the evil. So when the wicked 
one brings forth his works through man, that work comes out of man, and de- 
files him, and ir is plain, thatthere 1s a root within him from which it receives 
nouriihment,& ſo is produced & brought forth , & there is ſometimes a War felt 
in man, betwixt the two Natures and playa. gps touching the manifeſtation of 
their own Natures, either in good or evil, and man in himſelfmay know it 
both in words, and deeds, and he may alſo know that many times he is 0- 
vercome of the evil, and yields himlelf to its power and motion; and the 
evil having got the dominion by mans yielding himſelf to obey it, then doth 
its nature manifeſt it ſelf in evil words and deeds , then may man feel in himfelt 
that he hath tranſgreſſed the good, and with the good is reproved, and in 
himſelf is many times ſo judged, that he faith in his heart, I will never 
ſpeak ſuch words again, nor do ſuch deeds again z yet he cannot thereby 
fave himſelf, but as he joyns to the motion of the good, with the good 
to overcome evil in its conception ; and then coming to be actually diſpoſed 
by the good, that which goeth out of him doth not defile him, for it is good 
both in thought, word, and deed, 

I do not hereby ſet up Religion in a form or practiſe of any obſervation di- 
ſtin& from the Principle of God ; neither dare I diſown that practiſe which 
is obſerved in obedience to the motion of the Principle, for they that do fo 
will ſave the worler part alive, and if man does not anſwer the Princi- 
ple of God, and obey it in all things that it manifeſts in him, either to be 
good, or evil, and if he does not chuſe the good, and deny the evil, after it 
be ſo made manifeſt, but that he loves 'theevil, more than'the Principle that 
does diſcover it, that man muſt of neceſſity come under reproof of that prin- 
ciple which is good; which with its Light diſcovered the evil to him, before 
he came to adt it. Pp | 

So conſider how this comes to paſs, - and how the diſtin&ion lies both in 
ground and manifeſtation, ſeeing that there. is a manifeſtation lies outward, 
according to the natures of the Principles within ; and by ſuch manifeſtation 
tion or practiſe diſtin& from the Principle ; and this Judgment is not conclu- 
it may be diſcerned which Principle hath Government in man, and unto which 
he is joyned , and this judgment doth prove'the Principle, &not the manifeſta- 
ded-upon fuppoſitions, but upon and ſure ground, and doth give a cer- 
tain ſound with diſtinion, both to principle and practiſe, I ſay this Judg- 
ment doth not conclude ſuppoſedly, as ſuch or ſuch a thing may be practiſed 
in a true form diſtin from the true Principle,: but it gives true judgment in- 
fallibly in the ground. And who judges according to appearnce only, and 
from thence conclude oppoledly, that a true practiſe may be diſtinct: from 
the true Principle, and from that ground judge the true Pradtiſee in general, 
which ſtands im the Principle; they err in judgment : for thoughin ſome 
things there may. be a practiſe manifeſt, and that practiſe may be deſtin& 
from the true Principle, and yet in practiſe be the ſane -outwardly, as that 
practiſe is which ftands in the true Principle , yet. this is: not a ſufficient 
ground, to judge the practſe in general, as if no ſuch practiſe ſhould be 
manifeſted from the Principle, nor obſerved in obedience to the Principle, 
becauſe ſuch a practiſe may ſtand only in appearance, for the love of God 
15 not fo bounded , though ſome in their own bowels be ſo ſtraitned, and 
thereby keep the Seed from the Univerſality of its own manifeſtation ; and 
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ſuch concluſions do add bondage to the pure in every place. And I do rot 
hereby juſtifie any practiſe whatſoever, though it may ſtand in a true ob'er- 
vation outwardly, which does not come to paſs through the motion of the 
true Principle inwardly , neither do I condemn, but do own, and ſtand by 
that practiſe which in the true Principle is conceived, and through the mo- 
tion of the Principle is manifeſted, and in obedience oblerved, and whoe- 
ver judges the.obſervation of this practiſe, they' judge the power of. God in 
the ground, becaule it is a practiſe obſerved in'obedience to" the motion of 
the power; for as Tknow that Regeneration does lie whelly inward as to 
the work of it, 1o I alſo know, that being wrought and perfected, the Seed 
of God does maniteſt its own, nature, which, may be tecn- without ; and 
where it 15 not {een {o, the Seed is in bondage, and Regeneration is not per- 
fected. And who would know Regeneration: perfe&ted, they muſt learn to 
ſtand {till,,.and not to oppoſe the power by. which Regeneration is wrought 
and perfected, nor to reaſon againſt the operation of the power , for in do- 
ing lo, they m_ themſelves : but in ſtanding ſtill, and eyeing the power 
inits motion, an obeying the power when it moveth, the power wall call 
reaſon intofilence ,; and having ſileticed the reaſon, it then hath a free courſe 
to work etfectually ,, and then the belief ſtanding in the power, the power 
comes over every {trong Hold, and; laies the fenced Cities waſte, and brings 
Delolation upon every part of the, oppreſſing nature, and ſtrikes the whole 
body of ir-with Death , for with the Power all things are poſſible, And 
thus comes to pals in all that in the power believe , and being come to paſs 
and pertected, then is the Seed raiſed, and in the Seeds Reſurre&tion man be- 
comes wholly changed and renewed, and both Body, and Soul, and Spirit 
giorthe God: then Toth the Seed manifeſt it ſelf in its perfect holineſs, which 
holinels cannot own any manifeſtation of Darkneſs , and in this path 1s per- 
tect peace and (atisfattion ; for to be regenerated and born again, 1s a ſtate be- 
yond the ſtroggelt part of mans own reaſon, and is a work which reaſon can 
never bring to pals, and therefore lies beyond it, and is not to be compre- 
hended with that part ; but as the belief ſtands in the power, ſo the power 
worketh, and removeth that nature which hath oppreſſed, and the Seed is 
railedin the power, and comes up inthe power, and there is Gods Salvation 
telt and known, and all his freſh ſprings open in his Love and Life, and the 
Birth is nouriſhed with his Virtue, and feeds upon that which is good for 
Food. And here is eating and living, feeding and rejoycing, the preſence of 
the Lord is felt, and fulneſs of joy in his preſence, and his Love, and Life, 
and Wildome ſpreads abroad, and his pure Nature is manifeſt in all good 
works, and hath a Teſtimony againſt all the evil, and the Birth delights to 
do the Fathers will, and does not reaſon againſt his Counſel, but ſtands a 
Witnels unto the Truth, and againſt that which is out of the Truth in e- 
very place. So let this be read in the fear of the Lord God, and with a 
meck Spirit in the Love , for it is Love to the Seed. And know that the 
Living Stone is the ſure Foundation, though the wiſe Builders do reject it, 
and upon thart the Building is fitly framed, and ſtands and rejoyces though 
bows Tempeſts blow upon it : And take heed of Fu4as, for he betrayes with 
Kils, 
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- Bliſſed are thoſe that in thy Boſom dwell. 
* The falneſs of thy Springs do ſatisfie the Poor : 


Hou pure Life, what is like unto thee? 
Thy. Path is Peace, thy Love is full and free : 
Thou art the chiefeft Good, thy Beauty doth excell: 


7 he freſbneſs of thy Streams is always rich in ſtore: 
The Plant of thy own hand doth take deep root in thee : 
And thou ſupplieſt its tenderneſs, and [et'ſt it wholly free. 


Thou art both Firfl and La$, and there is not another : 
Who have. true Liberty in thee, they do not thy life ſmother ; 
But in thy Love they ſpring, and in thy power ſland;; 

And they rejoyce in Life and Peace, and roft ſafe in thy hand. 


THE END. 


Real Demonſtration 
Of the 
TRUE ORDER 
In the 
Spirit of God, 
| And of the 
| OF ' ALL 
Formality & Idolatry: 
WITH 


A few Words unto ſuch as are con- 


cerned in it. 
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He inſpiration of the Almighty g#veth knowledge, and thereby man 

comes to underſtand the things that are of God, and to be acquain- 

' ted withthe movings of the Life which doth produce the order 

of God, and fo comes ro know the times and ſeaſons, which the 

Father hathin his own hand, and to obſerve them according to the good 
pleaſure of his will, and to his honour praiſe, and glory , and fuch _ and 
ons 
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ſeaſons ſo obſerved, as by the movings of the Life, they ſtand in the liberty 
ofthe Life, and are not formal in practice , for as the Author of them 1s 
God, lo the obſervation 1s in obedience to his will, in which he orders his 


children according to xo ory therein : So that 1-1 and — doth 
be a 


not ſtand in this ground, though as to,t ſeaſong and practice, th 
diligedt blerrator ih fegn be, Wor $6 m woe in thegfear of 
God, according tv the wift and wifdom of God, iti neither Formialnor Tdo- 
latrous, though a day, time and place be obſerved , neither is it like the tradi- 
tional oblervations, which only ſtand inghe vain cuſtoms, for the Author is 
God, and the movings of his Life diſpoſes 1n it, and the children of light are 
ordered in his will and time, and not-in their awn, gang they are not limited 
to a day, time; place, or perlon, but a$ they are order in the Fathers will, 
even (o they are diſpoſed, as their praQtice doth clearly maniteſt. So that 
neither formality nor idolatry can{fandb this principle which is of God, nor 
in this practice which ſtands iri the order of Gcd, but he alone is ſerved, wor- 
ſhipped and honoured by the birth of his own Life, avhich ig his ſtrength 
delights to do his will, and feeks his Glyry alone, ang chough” there may be 
ſome who are not ſo fally acquainted With the leadiogs .and drawings of the 
Lite, as to be wholly ordered and diſpoſed by it 1a what they practice, and fo 
may give too much ro the obſervation, and ſettle themſelves in what is pra- 
ctiſed out of the feeling of the Life and Power, yet this doth not at all make 
the order inthe Lite to be either formal or idolatrous, neither is any to with- 
drawtrom it, becaufe”that Tome ji weakgeſs mgy fall ſhort in underſtanding, 
and eſteem the thing done _— that which leads'to do it , for it is to be con- 
ſidered, that if any thing lawtal in it ſelf bGabuſed, yer ſuch abuſe doth not 
mike void the right uſe of it; neither is it to be fayed waſte as a thing which 
in it ielf 15 evil, but the abuſe js to. be re wal by a clear information to 
the underſtanding of fuch as do La it, and the thing to be kept unto(as good 
in 1ts place) by tuch as know how to uſe it aright. So that the aſſembling to- 
gether in the fzarlof God, the declaration of tryth in the movings of God, put- 
ting off the. Hat Inprayer, when performed by the Spirit of God, giving the 
Hand in the Unity of the Love of God, they are not to be denyedas they ſtand 
in the order of God, for in ſo doing itis to lay waſte and deſtroy ſuch things 
as are ordained of God, and altogether void of formality and idolatry, being ob- 
lerved as unto God, in the order of his own Life,and nothing rene at thereby, 
but ſimply his Glory alone; and it is moft certain, that being ſo obſerved, 
they that obſcrve them are [juſtified and not condemned of God , and 
that they are fo obſcrved by all the children of light, the witneſs of God 
doth clear their innocency, and ſeals unto them everlaſting peace there- 
in, | 

Now ſeeing that neither formality nor Idolatry can be found in the holy 
order of the Life of God, nor amongſt the children and heirs of his King- 
dom, then it is to be conſidered fromwhat ground all formality and idolatry 
doth ariſe, that ſo none may erre from the Life, and the holy order in it, un- 
der pretenceof Forms and Idols. This therefore is to be underſtood; that eve- 
ry Form and Idol hatha beginning, and fo hath its rile and production from 
the ground of its conception, and that ground is the wiſdom below (mark) 
below the Life, below the Power, below the wiſdom from above, and the mind 
being taken with that ſpirit , it ravins from the Spirit: of God, and thereby 
the Imaginations are let at liberty, and by a continual motion contrateth the 


airy 
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airy property, and ſo formeth a likeneſs/as the wiſdom below inventeth,znd 
then produces jt in various manners and ſeveral appearances, and always in 
its likeneſs it hath ſome ſhew of godlineſs, and 0 with it a higher at- 
tainment of more pertet liberty. 

And this is the very ground of deceivablene(s, which ſtands in darkneſs, 
out of the Light and Power of God ; and hence ariles all the various appear- 
ances inpractice ; one, hath its form in one manner, and another differs; tome 
glory only in their appearance, others will have no appearance at all, and al 
theſe ings are cloſed with, as more excellent and of higher concernment 


than what 1s practiced in the power of God. And here [yes the deep deceit of 
the transfornung ſpirit, becaule it offers its likeneſs in a ſhew of Godlineſs, 
and a higher attainment of ma ap innocency,when indeed the birth which 
is formed by it, is the greateſt burden and bondage to the birth of God , 
and where this ſpirit is 1a motion, there cannot be = thing either formed in» 
wardly, and there only ſet up, or produced outwardly, and there ſet up, but 
a bare likeneſs, altogether void of the-nature and ſubſtance of the true Seed, 
in which alonethe expreſs Image of the Father is made manifeſt, and the 
brightneſs of his Glory revealed. - And as this ſpirit prevails oyer any, and 
wades their minds that the orderin Gods Spirit is formal and idolatrous, 
and that they are attained, or waiting to attain a higher ſtate of liberty, ei- 
ther by laying all things inward, or producing ſomethung more excellent un the 
outward, it doth certainly turn their backs upon the Truth, and vainly puffs 
them up under a ſhew of humility : And this is the very ſpirit of all formali 
and idolatry, of what nature ſoever, whether it be an Idol within, or an I- 
dol withour, it always worketh and formeth its likeneſs in a ſhew of Godli- 
neſs, and'that is the Myſterie, for if it-was not fo,it could not bring any thing 
ro pals, for none that pretends to Godlineſs would cloſe with any thing that 
hath not a ſhew of it z and fo this ſpirit wall cry ”-=_ the order in Gods 
Spirit, as a Form, andas an Idol, and offer ſome other thing as more free or 


unlimited, whilſt in its very motion it hath an Idol in conception, and cryes 


againſt that which is true to make way for its production , for whatſoeveris 
enerated by Imagination in the airy contraction, 1t is nothing but a dead 1- 
ql and can neither help it ſelf, nor rhoſ& that fruſtin it ; and it is moſt cer» 
tain, that where the minds of any are carryed about by the motion of this ſpi- 
rit, and (ers up the thing which: is'generated and formed by it, either inward 
or outward, they ſet up an Idol, 'and come into captivity under the of 
formality, though in that very ſtate they may pretend the highelt liberty, 
Ohthat all who are concerned-in this matter would lay it to heart, and pon- 
der it ſeriouſly ,, for cerrainly this information is tenderly manifeſted to you, 
and happy will it be for fuch as take warning in time, and come to a due tryal 
and examinarion in the true ſpwit' of yo and look not over things 
Neightly, but ſink ta the madhek ich will diftinguiſh the birth born 
of God romall gg beak plain in the counſel of 
'riends, 2 S laid upon me to to you in the counſel © 
the Lord ; — Gopl tirch camot: dpuncirt but that which is 
of its own nature ; it can neither feignedly nor flatteringly pleaſe the falſe 
birth, nor infinuate into the affections of any by an uncertain meſſage of peace, 
it isthe alone healer of the bruiſed} indeed, but: cannot ſtrengthen that. ſpirit 
by which the Seed is opprefſed , — can: do {ois the man-pleaſer;and 
creeps into the affeftionthrough- a _y teeation to the poor we 
W 


A 
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. bwealy-by which «he falſe birth is more — andthe brurfedeaorc Hek- 
;vily-opprelled,, and fo the (elfin man ts trengthenedin/his ſelfiſh congeit; un- 
. der:a4h&w of (c}f-deniat: This {pjrithathnotthe line:oftrue Judgnar; it can- 
not fathom the depths where the poor lies afflicted,;andrhe bruited tlifirefied, 
Jandihdweak helplels, nor, hath no true &yL to ponr;jmo-theawound btiuſrael, 
. but only helpsthe Beafto heal his wound, which is ro bewoundetunto death. 
Friends, The end of my labour is to zettore the loft, Sheep ofthe” Houle ' 6f 
: Iſrael, who are led aftray:by the fair ſhews: of-fergned* Pan's -and.wherher 
ou will hear or forbear, [Lſhath have awitnels irl you} tot nothing is tin wy 
hot Hut good-will tor your {oals.; andifiſo.you; can neceive it,” and icome "to 
profit by it, ler God have theglory over ul; and rht ang name:beburyed-in 
filence. Therefore let your exrbe open!-to tharof Godin you, and:confier;is 
.It. not fad {nd grievous, when the love df God is fo much -protetied; and that 
-which is ofir denyed and ditoxwned, -anditharwhich is ecarery tot, tecdived 
'ard nouriſhed ?. I ſtall Jeaverhe parcichlars ro be diftiogwihed unto you by the 
- witneſs of God inyou z, but this 15 a certain «r:ithy concerning you, that you are 
gone from the ſure-Foundation;/and are-tecomeas wares of the Sea; which 
have their courſe.and motion which way th: wind bloweth. What a ſad cap- 
tivity are you-fallen-anto; who? ate fallen; from {ervinig-rhe living; God in his 
own way, to ſerve.apainted Idol-of your.own making? and give. the honour 
ad renown unto it;/45 if it was the only Spn, When indeed (it is nothing but 
an Jdol born of the fleſh, arid:panted overwithithe/choyceſt colours'of that 
nature, and being of that naturein the' ground"ibli$arvidol, though it will 
Has be limited to any! outward obſervation.” Burthebirrh of the Royal Seed, 
8theGlory of'the:only. begotten of the Father, and'in'4t, order is without li- 
mMitktion, rhouphin:practiceit daily: and hourly obſerves the: ſame thing. 
* Well. Friends, Lhave great heavineſs-and 1orrow” im .my heart concerning 
many of you; who iz the dayofſyour i viſitation.did: begin well, but how you 
are turned aſide; thetieve-you;do. not underſtand 4: andrherefore my compaſ- 
ſion is'much mage. towards you, who inyourt fimplicityiare enſnared;- for the 
ze3þ of your afte&ions ran yourout ofthe ftayedneſs;'.and io you becarhe ena- 
moured with a-fair chew, i:andeagerly cloſed in with ir us ſome higher 'mani- 
teitatibn ; and here your.efe becantedarkned With the'enamoured 'part, and 
than the net you Term rag ran ſowere '{imply taken = = me i of yout 
afectidns ; and: being! fo,! i£:torheporer'o in the filence 
of ati ficth; andat bo do,chepower wikkdeliveryou; and again-reſtore you 
into tlie fellowſhip ofthe: Goſpelic: 1 1 90th natha et t 
So Friends, thisisthe.countet of the-Lord Gotunrogeuz Make nothing 16 
your felves, burwair inſtilines and quietneſs, tor ouref words only;:but but 
of thoughts and: imaginations calfo, tor chergall fleh eames into: flence 5 and 
in fo-wairing *upoh the Lord:Gody he wall:abolith' your Idols witlwall* their 
glory; and root our the groimd of their oohteption;” and? ifyou ls ſtarid' fubs 
mitted to his power, he will ſurely heal you, and fieelyriovt your And: be 
tot fa_wiſe in your'own eyed;; for you are below, i and yotir" intelligence and 
motions. arc from that nature,andthe birch ofitite; firs Jorroning as 4 Babe with? 
out comfort ,_ ler w/give anſwergand tpeaktforir telf,rand! them thall: thelt'ſay- 
19s be found trae and faickfal: 7} 1117 10 enoiÞorts ods on 02 on ntjat 200,177 
: And Friends, What would you: doibp the things thds jouhoid forth?wwould 
you ſhadow therSun from ſhining —_— es r7 0 oe; ti bo 
Seed frum blooming, and tae Vine from yidldingdaceitfwodidyastt tis 
> FEY 74 1ild x mit 
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at it TH UE 5 yh you L; 7 a7. the | te c ings that hat we 
'&,to be , then what means your cryzng out againſt the glorious gil- 
wo TO andthe © goat oy Mot _ Wt all Tr oe refleciqhs 
) ] hoſe Heritage, as if death had ns os them, all up, la 
1 the compaſſion and tenderneſs and vertye, which once 
ths dr qu only haye retainedit of hon Friends, that Ex 
GA, Mie the: ſameamg, gft his children, and...in,; © 


A of it tics Bae alweet inercale, and tv that of Goda all-it. is 


| hs BE ih SOR are not ſeeking ann dtheir.ow ,bu 
king Mood 1a to Cle Gloxy of Godir ot Ut, but you hg gory: a 
who 


ror. ORC the pbyver af: God, and {a you ſavour;.ng 
things that arcof ont Nm when. allo 3 15, ET towards gh 
Fee it, del it we 1n with you, and fo you. JOU HAY En To ESP 


ar.from rhe t gre ofthe:Lord,, as if. ng pq compa or tende id remain, 
ni his ade yowgre awn.of PAR, U fm, ens cntertain. , hard 
thoughts | Ji A cir love and godd” will 15 the ſame to your ſouls as 


ever: And this Lam bag wn that you haye increaſed the travel of many, though 
ſome of you do little regard it. 

And Friends, the Seed is known in the inward, and the Fruit of it is manifeſt 
in the outward, and thereby the Father 1s lorified, and they that have taken 
root downwards, and are truly changed into the nature of the Seed, through 
the diflolution and death of the firſt body, they again ſpring upwards in the 
Bl MF, and as the firſt born of Iife they ſhew forth _y praiſe in 

perfect innocency, And Friends, I am not ignorant of that ſpirit which hath 
—_ ou, but certainly know from whence it comes, and whither it 
goes, and the end of it, and I know that it is not of God, nor never muſt have 
any part in his Kingdom, and therefore I travel in the true Spirit of love, 
whichis the Spirit of God, that ſuch of you as are turned aſide may not ſo turn 
your backs upon theLord, "IS fo caule hirii | utterly to caſt You off, but that 
you may ſpeedily return unto him, who in his long-ſuffering and patience 
waits that he may be | m—g 

Therefore let your _ be improved in watchfulneſs, and wait that 
you may be of underſtanding hearts, and Jew no more than you perfectly 
underſtand in the will of God, for that will neither profit your lelves nor 0- 
thers. You have given ſo much life to the falſe birth by ſome of your wri- 
tings, as that the beaſts of the field riſe upto trample upon the precious truth 
of God, conſider of this, for it [rote Sr in the latter end ; for it is an 
ealie matter to ct words, and to riſh in them, as though ſome 
more excellent thing was attained, and it is aseaſie a matter to cry down 
words, as a diſpenſation below the Life ; but to declare words in the Life, or 
come to ſilence in the life, and perfectly underſtand that it is ſo ordered by the 
Life in both, this is ſuch a ſecret as —& the fleſhly birth is hid, but the true 
babes can fit and read it in the Fathers boſom. 

Qlit is 4 griefto the- itof God, to behold how-words fly abroad, 
as if people would prevail with their tongues, and how with words ſome are 
crying down words, and endeavouring to lay aſide that diſpenſation, as bein 
come to its period, not conſidering that the love and life of God hath its val 
{age through the Veſſel where he pleaſeth, and thatthe words are from the 
Word which is not to be limited, I only juſtifie the innocent herein, who i Fon 

e 
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the Fathers will and time are ordered ; but ſuch of you as can allow your own 
liberty in words, and through the ſame hold forth an attainment above them, 
you haveyour time in your own hand, and whilft you ſpeak of all the pre- 


cious vertues of the innocent life, which are —_— with the fame borath | 
0 


ſome of you are not afraid'to ſpeak raſhly, if not evil, of ſuch as are born of ir, 


and are cloathed with it, who as noble Plants and Trees of ri neſs, 
which the Father hath planted, do bear ripe fruit to his endleſs , unto 
whom you muſt come ag3in, who are gone from them, ifever you come to 


enjoy true peace, for there is no whither elſeto go, where true peacEreſt and 
happineſs can be found or attained. And herein Thave my Conſci- 
ence in the Fathers will, in whoſe will I ſpeak, and in whoſe willI am filenr, 
bach lying down and rifing up in his pleaſure, defiring that what is here ma- 
nifeted in his will, may not be rejected in your wills, but that it may reachthe 
meek and lowly in you , andſo be accepted by you as the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord, and be entertain'd in that love from which it doth proceed, which 
is the love that beareth all things, and thinketh not ill in any thing, 
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RIENDS, © -- | | | ws 
JHe Generality of 'you are beheld in much tenderneſs, and vety often 
i' - Joth the Compatſion of God break towards you, and his Love reach 
unto you; and though many of 19 have not walked anſwerable 
| ' | arito what you have kno\ oth the Lord wait tobe Gratious, 
and h& tif, continues freſh Viſitatioris of Loye unto you ; for in the day of 
oitr Tenderneſs , you fought his Face, and waited to behold the Light oF his 
Coun ance, and your hearts were then broken before him, and your tears 
wete poured forth, ahd the PA Lend meaſured the Riches of his Grace 
tinro you, ard with his Virtue. and Goodneſs you were refreſhed: and here 
tre jd begin well, and had your therein con unjed, your. Lot had in a 
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tter Ground than tiow it is, ur Iqherizance in more durable Riches 
than you now poſſeſs; and you had beenx choice people unto God, even as 
che Firſt Fruits of his Gathering, and your Branches would have been richly 
hden with moſt precious Fruit, 'atid you would have ftood among the Sons 
and Daufhters of 1ſrael, whom the, Lord hath.choſen, and with Heavenl 
Wiſdorne you would have been claathed, your Souls would have been in Re 
with God ; but you have been. hindered for Qbeying the Truth, and have 
been wrelted out of the right way, Whilſt that you were but Babes in under- 
ſtanding, and were but in the beginhing of well-doing, and the Innocen- 
cy in you, 'was betrayed by others , yqu not.-knowing in what it was conceiv- 
ed, nor underſtanding the way of irs bringing forth ; and there the Doctrine 
of men didenter yo and by cunning Craftinels, you were in your tender- 
and fo you Erre: fro the way of Life, becauſe you liked 
not to retain 'that in which you ha begun, but gave heed unto Fables, and 


ay of ſmall ge. de- 
ling, words ; with which your 
Wy minds 
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minds were carried above the mealure'of God, and ſo you became toſſed with 
the it 


Waves of { 
(3.7 
y mg 


of Apoltacy , ut is now beconqs gloripys;Dpy in all that have odovel a, and 
loved it, and the Salvation of God 1s witnefled in it, and many are Sealed 


in Epping 83 nd res aps eng: Pri HPH cre 


Breaſts, until Regeneration be wropght in the inward parts, and the Birth 
be bora which is of God. | 


Thgetoreqmy Fundgybe diliggnt to hear, gnd t Cor 
eff ieghc (praheoÞ finon, x wir rel org: 
r '$his KirfdnefF,, hear your Souls Thay tive, and Count Itfot a 
t 


hing-that you have yet a day, but cloſe with it whit Tr1s to day, that you 
may be mug: out of all places 1n which you are ſcattered, and 


ine, and that was y r 
, even ng 10rth Or t nig 


to that place where you were in your-bgginnings, for.it, was better, 
o You Fas als than Ir is now : OV have you been Giperl 
day that you ſoygh Eirly? Agd how hays you been driven 


t the Lort 

with divers Obtervations ? FA how have ygu been, Toſſing and TravMing 
Wg3, ſteps? Oh ye rendet pep! b, CE ik one way that leadeth unto 
&Y and in thEFarripce of it, the TOTS deth, and few there bethat find 
ir; and many rhiere be that ers from ig, atter they be entred into it, who are 
nor WMtling to endure the Crofs, when they have taken jt up ; ſo inthe nar- 
row way which leaderh unto tiff z there X he that walketh, but in the broad 
way.that leaderh unto Deah there be mulgitudes that do run. Oh Friends, it 
was the Lighs of Chriſt in Your Conlklenges, that ſirſt ſhewed you whercin 
you were amiſs, and.there the Light begnfo ſhine out of Darkneſs, and the 
day began to dawn, in which the, tendex Viſitations of God did break forth 
uma you,” and then it was but morning: ath you, or as aday of [mall things 
and you were.not much acquainted with the power of it, yer in it ſelf it was 
true; and had yau continuedin it, agd þeen faithful toitin that manifeſtatt- 
on, tt would have removed Darkneſs from before you, and brought the glori- 
0us.day of Redgtnprion unto you, and it, would have begome your Salvation, 
indyour great Reward , and .in it. you would have beheld the Glory of the onl 
Begotren of the. Farher, full of Grace and Truth , and with the Bri henel 
of his coming, he,would have deftroyed Antichriſt for you, and would have 
purged your Confeiences from all dead works, and brought you into the true 
Service of the Living God; and in the Beloved, in whom the Father is well- 
pleaſed ; your would have known your Service accepted, which in' the fleſh 
calt.never be, though ftridtly performed. And now what remains on your part, 
but ro turn your minds to that of God in you, and wait to underſtand, wh 
the mind of God is in concerning you ; who yet ſtretches forth his Arm to 
{ave you, and to bring you into the way of Peace, and into the- Everlaſting 
Reſt, forthere is a true Breathing after God remains in many of - you, and an 
innocent Cry which wants its Satisfa&tion, and that is the Babe which firſt 
breathed in you, though the Son of Perdition hath Ruled over it, and yet 
ſtrives to keep his Throne and Government ; but with the Light he 1s repro- 
ved, and you may feel rhe Reproof within you, and in that which” Reproves 
you is the Love of God tendered net 5 ; forby his Reproof, he would ſtop 
your Wilts for Running, andyour 


ken 


iſdoms for Reaſoning ; and if you hear- 


_ the Father; inco.which way no unclean:thidgrabenter ; and by! ſtuadurigrttN 


MI 


pended Rd. pr bs os ” Santos: 
how vl proves you, will Saveyour, 
and will heodrge a fure: Guide unrd you; and vilhiead dur oÞ Diarkiveſe” 
ito the baaryellous: Eight; and uhgreydu wa id Chil brb bathewaytunto 


when Reproof comeinftito.unto you Godiwillmathrone the/-Sqaof 'Perdhci 
in you;: 20d ale the Bitch of, hishely. Seedwa Power war. are ex 
Friends;':y 1d your tehtex moto God; and fillinzorias handg>tor ur his hand:is 
plenteous/Redemprion;/aud in the maidit.of 'JuBgment, he remutmbess: _—_ 
and if yow bebeve:intbe Liglit bifubaift, withrwohich you ith erilighrenddy 

Day of Gods:Powerwill-break upes you $ andithough manyrof.you havplEr: 
red, yerlic wiltheal-yows bh wad rdve povery/Hewill remennb Your:Butdtns 
from you, and ſubdueithe Comuptiabþinyony tid wilt Cratitic! the .old-Na; 
ture with allirs —_— wul-bagg body uiro dearki,. andathebbgh 
Death;hewill F YOUR ® nghwill raiſe: you! up! a5.10100+ 
cent-Bahesan his HeavenlyImage; 8odthere you willifeal yobt Captivity 20 re- 
turn with joy,! whith none can brig to pelsfanyain, 'but "Chriſt the power 


of God ;\1:Þherefore _ — — is: yain:;.! and believe in 
the Light that' is: mighty to (2Ycuvendbe tabhfil axiro-wharismade maniteit, 
aod che:things of will; egmpe. to undeitftind, by the :Revelarion of Je- 
fus Chriſt ;i anidrin' hy bowls :Wnibfandirut;Poace and Reſt, andifryou 
rake hetdito. the Holy Spulcoh Lite;; then you ill kecow the reftimony of God 
tether and obey the Payer brig you age here you cd gin well 
earken: 3 the Power'w} you agftinwhereyou dd begin well, 
and it witkſtre: in.y4ll. dowy; ant prefiivoe you mn perſeverancetunto 

4 at cockvi: his Counſel, berth 
be a Fatheriuntoyou;and vill 6ns. $0 itightersy acid will keep-Co- 


thisday: here- 


the LoveaahGod is kygRBairito. you, with- 
rFyOipare genara boo 3 arab 
many aur Society ind Moderation is very .com- 
ly to behold, and you are fot ſo muck defilediinh wuncleantrels;'and abomin- 
tions in your hearts, as many that commit ſin wir &reedigeb, .thaugh there 
15 much monge you which is reprovable, unto which I cannot ſpeak Peace, 
but I am beholding the berter part, in whick yowbeing conſidered, you are a 
people whoſe Savour.doth yieldemuch fweernels, in which I defire you may 
more and more increaſe , and though ſometimes I could weep over you, be- 
cauſe the letter part hathi been {> much neglected by you, as to your own hap- 
pineſs, yet again I do rejoice, in beholding the day fo neer approaching, 1n 
which God will raiſe his Sweet and Holy Seed in many of you z and though a 
Winters ſeaſon have blown upon you, yet now it haſtens over, and theSpring 
Comes on a pace, the Heavenly Showers are diſtilling down, and the Seed 1s 


putting forth his teader buds, and in the time appointed it will blofſome, y 
| the 


I 
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.Qloriougomndthen wildbe la tweet 
yoo Twocearitoacdin frid> 
neervahelp.yous wid with his 
; therefore eye the 


you! 


ont and wil ict homie 


Sbilllead 
lifyou anda: ge: >= dy; bar 107 Io 
| t ourwatdly, it 
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ſtands: in- much 
baveghe like un-theirrands 


—_— bur have | 
perinrng tea rev hreh 


CO— mere frory em overrballance it and 
hath'been more largly meafured towards the” 
Seer an Cay: And if inModeration ang con rervg it will ftand 
Names for a Memorial, and! wil nevertiavecuſe to be aſhamed 

of in its y endo yry mn may dieithdeem you forit: 4 \therefte let Gods holy Princi- 
+ wen cya 1 bayges Cornfellny; that M Mercy, Ba np big may ſtand 
ore you, and that the bred rerun never: be by 


I tay becrcomgnty ie 


youz-but that they _ have in 

Chriſt Fan” 4-ar yo vl mghin. cure wen had ou 
hath n ets among you; an 

inſo ay ip ry eye pro ol the better part to eacreaſe, 


both in your lik andoochersy Pap rye will ifiereaſe in it, and if you 
imbrace the Love: of God inthe Light of f:Chriſt Jels, then you:may be ga- 
thered with the number that are to be gathered; and beiadded with them un- 
to the poor afflifted Number that are gathered, who wotſhip the Living God: 
192 Spirit and Truth, and fo y come-into.the one Fold, under the one 
Shepheard, and feed in the: "Paſture of Life, amongſt the Lambs of Chriſt, 

Oh let this Meflage be entertained inall your hearts, that it may lodge with 
its own, which pure of God fo will it — you, and neyer de- 
part from you, and the Lord God Almighty. proſper his'work in you, to the 
advanciog his holy Seed into endleſs Doin, ; andrarhe lr of his great 
Name over all, .Even ſo Amen, | 


Ry 4 true Lover of al your beats, who 
Waifs to = uy Redemption perfedted, 


+ WILLIAM SMITH. 
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Held forth by way of __ and Anſwer, as from 
a Childs Enquiry after Truth, to be in- 
formed by the Father. 


Here being divers particulars Anſwer'd, and plainly 
opened, that may be profitable both in this 
preſent Age, and Agesto come. 


Publiſhed for the benefit of all forts of People, and 
may be very ſerviceable for every Family, and of 
great uſe for young Children to learn it, fo ſoon as 
they can underſtand their Language, that they in 
the fear of God may be inſtructed, and remember 
their Creator in the days of their Youth. 


—_——— ——_—_——— 


Other Foundations can no man lay then that which is laid, which is Feſus Chriſt. 
Behold, I write unto you both Old and Young, that you may know the Truth, and 
that the Truth may make you free. 


mm 


For which I Travel, induring Affif&ion for the Truths ſake, 
WILLIAM SMITH. 


—  — -——  ——_— 


— —— 
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Lo 


TO THE 


READER 


{ Hen the Foundation is ſure, there is more encourage- 
M/ %/ nent to begin to build, and to begin well, and per- 
ſevere in well-doing is the way to come into peace : 


Therefore it is needful that thou be plainly instrudted in the firſt 
Principle of the pure Religion, that thou therein mayſt begin in the 


ſpiritual travel, and continue faithful to the end, whereby everla- 
ſling resT thou wilt come to inherit : and for the ſame ſervice is this 


Book, given forth ; the TeStimony therein is uto Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is the first Principle of the pure Religion, and the new and living 
way unto the Father, and makes "lf new in his life and power, 
as he is believed in, andreceived, Therefore whether thou be Old 
or Toung that reads this Book, keep in the fear of God, that thou 


- may$ feel Gods Witneſs in thy own Conſcience opening thy under- 


Fanding,” and making manifeſt unto thee the plain and ſimple 
Truth of God, which in this Book is moderately enquired after, 
and plainly anſwered ; and though in many anſwers there be but 
few words ſpoken, yet if thou readft it with a ſingle Eye, thou wilt 
meet with full ſatisfadtion in it, as to the thing that is enquired : 
therefore keep ſimply, and read without prejudice, and Truth will 
open to thy underſtanding, and thou wilt come to know Christ Jeſas, 
who was, and is, and is to come, the firſt and laſt, the beginning 
and ending, in whom is life, and the life is the Light of men. 

And little Children, when you come to learn reading in this 
Book, be not light in your minds, but mind the fear of God, and 
as you read, wait to underFtand what you read, that you out of ſin 
and evil may be kept ; that whilſt you are yet young you may re- 
member your Creator, and walk. as obediext Children unto him, 


and do thoſe things that are well-pleaſing in bis ſight, that in 


him 


62 To the Reader. 
him you may grow and increaſe in Vertue and Godlineſs, and ſo ho- 
nour the Lord in your youth, not knowing whether or zo you ſhall 


come to ſee old age. My deſire isto do you any good, and my Love 
is bothto Old and = 98 9 


Worceſter County Goal, 
the 2d Moneth, 1661, 


William Smith, 
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The Child's Queſtion, 


Ather, 7 have 4 great deſire to. know God that made me, and to be ac- 
þ- quainted with his way and Truth, that 1 might walk therein? 
| The Father's Anſwer, 

; |, Thatis a good delire Child, and thowart worthy to be informed, be- 
caufe thou enquiseſt ſo innocently, and wouldſt know the thing that is good, 
therefore my Child, be ſtill and Giigect, and I ſhall inform thee, and plainly 
ſhew thee how thou mayeſt come to know God, his Way, and Truth, 

Child, 7 would be ſo informed; Father. 

Father, Why, Child, thou muſt wait to know ſomething of God in thee, 
which in thy own Conſcience he maketh manifeſt , and by minding and obey- 
ing of that, thou therein wilt come to know God, his Way and Truth. 

C. But is there ſomething of God in my own Conſcience that will gtve me the 
k nowledge of him? 

F. Yes; and there is not any thing elſe can do it. 

C. what i it Father? let me know it, that 1 may not nevl:( it, but give di- 
ligent heed to it, that I may know it? 

F. Iti5 the Light of Chriſt with which thou art enlightned, and it is made 
manifeſt in thy Conſcience, and does there let thee ſee whether thou art a fol- 
lower of the thing that is good, or the thing that is evil. 

C. Rut is it the Light of Chriſt within me? 

F. Yes Child, it is within thee, and there thou art to wait for it. 

C., From wheace doth it come ? 

F. From God the Father of Lights. 

C. And'doth God freely oive it unto me ? 


F, Yes, It is his good and perfe& gift unto thee, that thou therein mighte 
prokit, O 000 C. what 
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C. How may 1 know that it is the Light of Chriſt, and that it comes from God, 

4/14 is given freely of God unto me?.8Þ8 )\, wy 
F, Becauſe it is pure, and joyns to no evil, but in thine own Conſcience te- 


ſtihes againſt it, and reproves thee $5 whereby thou inly know 
that it is the pure Þight of Chyilty agd and that he 
gives it freely wnſtytheeto convince thi add Ja It, 


C. Rut i that the Light of Chriſt that lets me ſee my ſin, and in my Conſci- 
ence reproves me for it ? 

F. Yes, Child, that is the Light of ;Cliaſt. 

C. Put our Miniſters do not (o teach us. : 

F. Thatis;;becxule they are not the Mimgſters of Chritt, neghter can teach 
his Way in Truths —— I FT | 

C. But how ball 1 naw that they are woly Chriſt's Minas; » for 1 would not 
hear. or believe afly that are not hu? " 

P. Thou mayeſt know them, Child, by their Fruits, 

C. why, in what ao they differ frim Cbritys Miniſters? 

F. Theyditfr both in Doctrine and Practice, 


C, How do they diffty if Doftrine? > \ L.. LS. 1 . 

* Þ; Why their Doctrine is Tradftiogal, afd they Sach fo Dodki ine the 

Traditions of men, and fo ſpeak things they know not for filthy Lucre ſake, 

building upon other mens Labours, and running into other mens Lines for 
their Matter, which is not after Chriſt, neither do his Miniſters ſo, 

C. How ao the; aiffer in pradtget?" | {10> |} 

F. In many things, = - 

C. 1 wonld be infor med concering them, 

#. To mention them all would take up much time, - 

C. Name a few, if the whole bs $00 tedions, that by underſtanding ſome of them, 
{ m1) be aware of the reſt, | hi : 

F, Such as are not Chriſts Miniſters have their Power and Authority from 
\1anz and {0 have each man & place of Sertlement, which is called a Pariſh ; 
and it-rhat Pariſh they have Tythes allowed for their Maintenance, and that is 
the Tenth part of Encreaſe: And rhey have a Law made by Man to Compel 
it, and if any for Conſcience ſake cantiot give it them, then by their Law 
rhey Sue them, and Imprilon them, and Spoil their Goods, and theſe are 
Wolves, Child, that are let looſe amongſt the Lambs to rend and tear them , 
and they have places builded in their ſeveral Pariſhes, which they call Chur- 
ches z and rhey oblerve one Day ina Week for their Worſhip, and a few 
Hours in that Dzy to perform itz and they have an Hour-glaſs (many of them) 
and that is their time of Preaching , and their Eye will be oft towards the 
Glals, to {ee when it is Run, becaule it is a long hour to them , and when 
the Glals is Run, they tell their People the time 1s now ſpent, of Words to 
that purpoſe , and whar hath been ſpoken thar muft ſuffice for thattirmme , and 
this not the Practice of Chriſts Miniſters. | 

C. But where, and i whom ſuch things do appear, may 1 certainly know that 
they ar? not true Miniſters of Chriit? 

F. Yes, tho mayeſt certainly know them not to be true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
nor « his {ending forth ; for ſuch Fruits do plainly demonſtrate them to 
be talle; 

C. But if (1ch be falſe, how may 1 know them that are true ? for I have an ear- 
x *|t deſire in me ro know the thing that is trae. 


F. Be 
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F. Be patient, Child, and m dbe time thou ma come to underſtand it, 
and thou mayeſt know the True: Miniſters of Chriſt, by their Fruits, -" 
C. what & their Fruits? And in what do they differ from the falſe? 2, 
F. They differ 1a ever particular. . 
C. Inform me of ſome of them... © 
F, The true Miniſters of Chriſt, have their Power and Authority ith God, 


and that. isthcir Foundatigh ; they take no s, nor Sue a —_ at Law 
for maintenance, nor caſt-any into Priſon, they.do' not love filthy tucre, nes- 
ther make their Belly theix God , they Preach the Word Faithfully, and ddmyt 
limir the Holy One either to time, Place or perion , they ate meek and peritle 
and peacable.rowards all men , and'rheſe are Chritts Minifters;' / ©1114 5) 

C. Here us a preat difference, Father. 12 b T1521: 901 3 

F. Yes, Child, there is fo, even as much as is betwixt that which is true, 
and that which is falſe , or betwixt Light and Darkneſs , for the falſe Minis 
Rers are of the Earthly Wildome, and the true Minifters are endued with Wii- 
dome from above. | 6: 17 

C. But dothey not all Preach Chriit in words ? | 

F, Yes, the falſe can ſpeak of the Name of Chriit (as thetrue do) but they 
want his power, +: of 

C. But how may 1 then know which are true, and which are falſe by their 
words, (eeing words may be the ſame? : 

F. Why, they that are falie, Preach Chriſt without only, and bid People 
believe in him, as he is.in Heaven above ( in oppoſition to his being within ) 
but they that are true Minilters they Preach Chriſt within,and direct people to 
wait to feel him in themlelyes, and ſo to believe in him, as he makes himſelf 
manifeſt in them, ( whereby they truly confels his being without alſo ) andrhis 
is true Doctrine that btings people to mind that Principle of God in their own 
Conlciences, which comes-down from Heaven and goes thither again , and 
ſuch as are in the Earthly wiſdome, they do not know Heaven above. 

C. This wa great liforetcs in their Poitrine, for one to preach Chriſt with- 
out, and another [quiar gy him within. 

F. Yes, it doth make a great difference, and hath no more felloſhip toge- 
ther, then the Eaſt with the Welt, 

C. And is this an infallible Tryal of them? 

F. Yes, and it will not deceive thee, but will certainly give thee an under- 
ſtanding, whereby thou mayeſt dilcern them both ; =x if thou waiteſt in the 
meaſure of the Light of Chriſt, thou wilt be able to try all things, and ſo come 
to chuſe that which is good, i | 

C. But mu## 1 not try all things by the Scriptures? 

F. Nay, for the Scriptures were given forth from the Spirit, and it is the 
Spirit that tries whether the thing be true or falſe, good or evil. 

C. But are not the Scriptures given forth for « Rule to walk by? | 

F, The Scripture are 4, true Teſtimony of what the Saints were made Wit- 
neſles of; but the Spirit is the Rule from which the Scriptures iwere given forth; 
and it was the Rule unto them that gave forth the Scriptures, and they had 
the Spirit before they ſpake the Words ; and they ſpake the Words as the Spi- 
rit moved, ſo that the Spirit was before the Words, and was their Rule that 

ſpake the Words, andit changes nor, but is the ſame for ever. 

C. what ts the Service of the Seripures, if they be not for a Rule, and for try- 

al of #hings that are ſpoken? 


”, Thay 
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- F. They areof great ſervice, Child, and are to be read and believed , and - 
they became comtortable, when in the ſameSpirit that gave them forth , they 
are tulhlled, andiruly underitood, 4 Ub 

C. Then the Scriptures are to be owned and Lelieved, ai 4 true Teftimony* of 
what the Saints were made partakers of in that day? 

.l;#3 Yes they/are to be owned and: beheved, and they that do- not fo, they 
gre to be denied: but thou muſt take. heed, Child, ot giving more unto ths 
Scripture thamunto them belongs, leſt info doing thou diminiſhfrom the glo- 
ry.ot 'Chriſty[and-fo give'it to another. 'And if thow look'ſt = the Scrip- 
$hrest9 be for a Rule, and for trying, thou giveſt:that unto them'which be- 
longs unto Chriſt, for. he is. the Rule, and leads his people, and healone fearh- 
es the heart, and tries the reins, and not the Scriptures, 

»:(©. Bat bbw then muſt Spirits be tryed," if not- by the Scriptures? muſt one Spi- 
rit txie another ? aA 1.4 

iT; The Spirit of God mult trie all Spirits , for it knows the Spirits whether 
por be of God, and if not, it diſcerns them, and judgeth iofallibly of them , 
and if they be of God it receieves them, and embraces them with joy z and 
this 48 not the Spirit of a man'to try the Spirit of a man, but the Spirit of God 
thar tries all mens Spirits. =. 

 C. Then [percieve it is the Spirit alone that I am to mind in all things, 

F. Yes, Child, for by minding of the Spirit alone in all things thou wilt 
come to a good underſtanding in all things, and be able to diſcern and put a 
difference betwixt that which is true and that which is falſe. 

o: QT; 1 am ſenſivle that there is ſome thing in my Conſcience that lets me ſee my 
'{torer.tour hts, and the intents of my heart's but 1 have not known what it hath 
been, dor hitherto have muth reparded it, = 

FF, That is the true Light of Chriſt that lets thee ſee thy thoughts, and the 
intents of thy heart ; and God hath freely given it unto thee, and requires thy 
obedience to{ it : Therefore, 'Child, for the time to come be more diligent, 
arid have more regard unto it ; and when it ſhews thee Evil, and reproves thee 
forev1], obey it, 1o it will rend the vail from off thee, that is | ne waa thee, 
and kceps thee from the knowledg of God. 

C. But if 1 hould turn unto it, aud obey it when it reproves me for ſin, u there 
power in it to [ave me from ſin, and to deliver me from all iniquity ? 

F.: Yes, Child, all power in Heaven and Earth is in it, and it is made ma- 
nateſt not only to ſhew fin, but alſo todeſtroy it ; and if thou obeyeſt, and in it 
believeſt, thou wilt feel it condemn ſin, and deſtroy the Devil that begets it, 
and it will draw thee neer to God , and give thee the knowledge of his 

rlory. 
- C That is the thing that 1 e:rneitly defire : but when 1 look within, I ſee no- 
thing tut 4 body of corruption, | 

F. That which diſcovers to thee the body of corruption, that is the Light 
of Chriſt : and when thou firſt ſeeſt thy ſelf in it, thou canſt lee nothing but 
corruption ſtanding , but by obeying, and believing in it, thou wilt 
on it break the body of Corruption, and ſet thee free out of that Bon- 

age, 

T But ts that the Light of Chrift that ſhews me my Thoughts, and words, and 
Deeds, and makes them manifeit what they are ? | 

EF. Yes, Child, that is the Light of Chriſt, and with it are they all made 
n12711teſt, and thou canſt not hide any thing from it ; when thou art in fecrer 


it 


UMI 


= 
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its with thee, and theae iſbews-whaxthy thoughesarc, it ſohrsHhy words ing 
deeds, apd Jets thee [gg whetherthey-bo good orevil: if thy-thoughts, te: 
ter Vanity, it dilcove53 hem, and; peproves :thee in thy: oWNiConſciencs 
them, and thy thoughts thou-cantinat; hid figm it ; if thou 'ſpeakeſt Fa 
words, Or .dojt any epyl deeds, it, cardemns thee In thy lelf, andthou war's 
fly from the judgment of it ; and this is the pure Light of Chriſt in thy#W* 
Er: ag child, andis-alweys net thee to repre thee for the ij Hy 
be evil.-- ee $1910 100 Dow ti Toth ih: > {011174 my 1 219? 
C. Thisss true, for 4 ap feel ſomething in me that lers we!fes pdt” brit 
Thought, word, and Deed; and 7 alſo feel many Chisks in wy Cofebenc®/' en 


. - 3 
I am doing the thing that is evil, DOT EETONRS ITED 


F. Why that is tle;Jyght of Claig;that moe abthlher ilorhaſ 
done; ond allo what 1s preſent with thee, \and'what thy: life $s ih $21) at 
thy Jove.is after: Ang/it4houmingaſt,! thou wihy fre what! eveririſerh%out gf 
the Darkpels, and whaz the 'Pringeiot [Darknelsnempts rhee-t G6 , fo) that 
thou wilt find that the Light of \Ghoſt will mile rhanifeſt every evil-#"(K6 
appearance of. it, and will call thee to abſtain. from it ," and if thou 6b {t, 
it will keep thee from joyning to. it. And. Iiball-un one inſtance ptainly inform 
thee of it, When the; Devil tempis thee topurforth cthy band th take Any 
thing thar 15, not thing pwn, the Lightivt Chriltlew thee ſee it to betevil. Arrd 
thou art {ep/ible. that it is,not thine. btifors thon touchelt it a8 if thott” oft 
not obey the light that diſcovers It, then the Devil prevails and drayvs thee th 
doit, and .{o thou becomelt a Thixt,. for which. the light reptoves thee i if 
thou be tempted to tell a lye,. the. light lets-thee ſee ir befbre' thou' ſpeik- 
eſt it, and thou art(enlible chat -the thing thou {peakeſt i3*not"truc; and*if 
thou doſt,; not obey - the Light, thag!ſbews it, 'the Devili preyitls' anddraws 
thee to ipeak, it, and thou becomeſti.a Lyar, for which the" Light reproves 
thee. ole trids bag 21 eravoninb 2 $I Of! DINE Os _ 
= ++ Thes.is true, but will the 14 ht dp al thus plainly with mt in'all things F\' 
F. Yes, Child, it willdeal plainly with thee'in all things, and will Gor-e- 
ceive thee, 1n any thing,, but will make' it manifeſt as it ws: If it bea-Lye.” jc 
makes it manifeſt to be a, Lye,. and that which makes manifeſt a Lye thatis 
True, and will not decayethee g theretore mindir, and obey it, and it'will 
divide aright : And whats of the fieft it will ter thee ſce'to be fleſh, 4nd fo 


for condemnation. . {4+ 1 4 Hh os 1: | | 

C. Father, ſhew me what the works of the flejb are, that 1 may know then ?' 

F. Thouart to mindthe Light, and it will thew-thee, and give thee true 
knowledge of them: for if at L,. time thou'liveft to the fleſh, and faris- 
fieſt it with the affe&tion and +:the Light will condemn' thee, and the 
work that is brought forth by thee; by. which thou mayeſt certainly know 
that it is a work of the fleſh , yet: for thy information I ſhall mention {ome 
of them, and ſhew thee whar they are, Coverowfurſs, Drunkenneſs, witth- 
craft, Hatred, Variance, Enwlation, Strife; Debate, Deceipr, Anger, Emvy, 
Malice, Back-biting whiſpering, Pride, Fornication, Adulter 1, Ghuttony, Svwery- 
ing Lying, Sporting, Playing, Cur ding, Dicing,' Dancing, Rimging, Feaſting, 
Revelling, Banqueting, with much mare, and they:that live in fuch things can- 
not inherit the Kingdome of God. fly 2 0 b-4 

C. Here u« 4 great number, Father; but as alt: theſe, 2nd more than theſe. 
loaze in people ? ent 9 

F. Yes, Child, all theſe, and moxe; than theſe;Jallge ihe heart that is de- 

Pppp ceitful, 
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ceitful., where,chey are generated by the ſubrilry of the Serpent, which is the 
Fefpithe Evitdotr Nan them vpinto a treo body 
of Sin,,gnd ee boy are, andthe life.in them, they ſeparate from'God, ah 
v;.A.ls trom beholding the brightneſs of his Glory, - © 7 01s fe 
.. Os But Cmpp41d know God; bis way and Truth, and yet live in ſong? of theſe 
things MR: 1 0D. 7 { | 2 133 | 2% patented 
. F. Nay, child; if thy life be in any of them, and thou walkeft inthe, thog 
liveſt in Tx which can neither know God, nor pleaſe him, and the x > 
0 far 
doth ſin ſeparato from God...» - , 

GS Int on 1 deny them all ? Fe” | was 
p.. Yes, child; for if thou liveſt to:the'fleſh, thou-muſt die. 
. C. dlas, Fathes;. who then ſhall be ſavid? NETS 3514 4 O15 DU 

_ F.,, Why thoſe; that turn when 'the reproves them for fin; and thoſe 
tharabey and beheye therein y/ for in the Light the Name of Chriftis known, 
in which is Salvation ; and he that believes'1s ſaved...) | 

: C. But may I come to witneſs thoſe woris of the fleſh deſtroyed whilſt 1 am in 
the body, ſeeing they ſeparate me from God, his VV ay and Truth ? | 

F.. Yes, if thou believeſt in the Light, it will ariſe in Power, and deſtroy thy 
Luſts that war againſt thy Soul, and will ſubdue the'evil Concupiſcence of the 
os Nnt. out of which proceeds all 'evil, and in which thou canſt nor 

[ (S1 e113 [3 : who 

Pp! .. Father, 1 ans but a child, and want underitanding, tell me therefore how ! 
maſt ger out (ro anng theſe evils, for I now ſee my Wl beſet with them, and 
[,rpould willingly deny them, and part with them for Chri#t ? 
--- Bai Why, ghild;; I ſhall brieflyinform thee of this thing : when thou feeleſt 
thy mand inchining towards any evil, and that the Light diſcovers it to be evil, 
then do thou mind the Light that diſcovers it, and ſtand thou till, and 
joy ,not- to ity . but deny thyſelf, tho nk wage foo a ſtrong inclina- 
tion. towards itz and if thou ſtand ſtilf and waiteſt in the Light thou wilt 
receive Powetr 2painlt it, and' ſtrength to overcome it, and thou wilt feel the 
Power of the Light to croſs thy will in what it would do, and in the Power 
thou wilt feel thy Salvation: and ſo as thou mindeft the Light, and in it be- 
leveſt, thou wilt be kept from joyning to the evil, and walk in the daily croſs 
ro thine own Will, whereby the World will be crucified unto thee, and thou 
be crucified unto the World, and true judgment will be executed upon the 
Evil-der, and death will come upon thy own life, andlay thy luſt, that hath 
loved any thing morethan God. 

C. 1defire one particular inſtance to clear this thing to my underſtanding ? 

F. I ſhall give thee one inſtance, which by minding, thou mayeſt know all 
the reſt: When thy heart is lifted up in Pride, and thou Rtandeft exalted 
in thy own mind, and there haſt high thoughts of thy ſelf, and ftriving 
to adorn thy Body with coſtly Apparel, and to put any thing more than 
is.needful tor the ſervice of the Body , the light of Chriſt in thy Conlſci- 


Truth of God thou art our of, for, as faras the Eaft is from the Welt, 


F 
: 


1” 


ence will reach unto thee, and plainly thew thee, that the thing thou art ex-” 


ecciſed in, is anevil thing, ſo as thou mayelt {enſibly feel : Correction for it: 
Now if thou turneſt to the Light when it reproves thee, and corrects 
thee, and yieldeft unto it withour reſiſting, it will reach to the top of thy 
Pride, and bring thy haughtine(s down, and lay thy loftineſs low, and will cru- 
cifie thy carnal affection with the Luſts of it,, and will bring death upon it , fo 

4-4 wall 
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will thy fe and pride be taken away, and Humility will ſpring and come io- 
to Honour 4//and inthe: Power whichis the Crolts, the old thou wilt feel put 
off, and thenew will bepur on, arid'thou wilt be made a new man in Chriſt; 
who will reveal the Father unto thee arid give the true knowledge of him, bys 
Way and Truth, | | a 
« This is a ftrait Gate Father, is there not another way by which I may cane 
F. Nay, Child, there is ngt another Way, for Chriſt 15 the Way z and if 
thou deſireft to come to walk in Chriſt; thou mufft part with all for him, "and, 
Deny thy (elf, to follow'him , - Theretore doth the: Power ſtand in the Gate, 
to keepout all that is unclean,- and-to crucikie it before there can be an En- 
trance z andthat is the reaſon, child, why lo tewenter in arthe ſtrait Gates, 
bat do not thou fly the Croſs, but mind the Light that leads in it, ſo wilt thou 
feel the Regeneration wrought, and abirth born-that is of God, and is Heir 
of the Kingdome. | | 
C. _— every work of the fleſh, which the Light reproves me fox be de ny- 
&d and cincified after ſuch a manner? _. . 
--F, Yes, child, for 1n the Self-denial and daily Croſs thou wilt feel the En- 
mity ſlain, and the Power will work thy dome out of the Bondage ' 
whereinthon haſt been held Captive under the Enemies Power. and ifthou 
lieſt down-.patiently, and beareſt the judgment willingly, judgment will be 
brought forth unto Victory. 
 C. Atas, Father, thu i a hard ſaying ; andif there be not another way to 
come t6 the true knowledg of God, I begin to faint already, and do not ſee how 1can 
be freed from the evil thit daily attinds me ? | 
 F. The ſaying is not hard, child; but unto that which reaſons about it, 
that would keep a life in ſomething that-muſt be deſtroyed, and there is no 
cauſe for thee to faint; cluld, thoughevils atterid thee daily, but believe in 
the Light, andit will wotk the work for thee, and remove thy burthen from 
off thee , for all things- are poſſible with God, and there is nothing too hard 
for him : therefore reaſon not about ir,” but believe over it, = the Lord 
God will not forſake thee until he hath perfected his Work , for his love is to 
that which breatherh in thee, and through Judgment he will Redeem thee, 
and ſhew thee his Salvation, | 
C. Put mult 1 be born again, Father ? © | 
F. Yes, child, or elſe thou canſtnotenter into the Kingdom of God. 
C. How may 1 come to know that, with the work of it ? 


- F. Bydiligent waiting 1n the Light, whereby thou wilt come to feel the 
effetua votes of Gods Power, through which the old Birth, and all the 
Deeds of it will die, and thou wilt feel a new Bi ied, which after God 
is Created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 

C. And what ſhall I be when ſuch « work is wrought, and the new Birth 
raiſed? 

F, Why, thou wilt be made a new man in the Immortal Seed, and thou 
wilt have a new Heart, out of which will proceed new Thoughts, Words, and 
Deeds , and then thou canſt not live any longer in the Evil, but in the Good, 
into which thou art redeemed by the Reſurrection of Life : And herein, child, 
+4 the Lord God truly known, his Way and Truth. 

C. Oh Fathey ! that I could feel this work effetually wronght in me, then ſare- 


i { ſboul4 be eaſed of much that now oppreſſes me a. - 
| F. Why, 
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 F. Why, do not haſten, child, but; keep: Rayetl4nc| the Light, \and:/there 
rhou,walt teel the hand that, worketh, and know the power of ir:xwþereby thy: 
Redemption will be perfected, ;and the Secdl.immortat raiſed; then-thou wilt 
fer] the Opprelſor broken, and thy Burthen taken off xwhithwillgiveleale un- 
eo thee, and bring in joy for mourning, IT blu 7 
 C. But if there be not another way to know Gad; thew bew-irq2 thut th, 
P?vple that do not thus believe, and yet profeſs God , and Truth, -aad:gerip< 
tures? , > T4-) >] +8 * CTEAA o\ 
jd; | Way, child, all ra Je wy habin Meebo cies kniown: un! 
tn, they are not judged, thaugh unto the; Truthi(they' be not yep!clearlf 
arrained = = ay may be a;diftgrence in:the; Profelion ner 1 
bitt one thin in all that breaths after God,/ which the Lord brinks:througto 
rhe Diſpenſations and Adgyaiſtrations. af: Profeſſions to inherit | Life'in rhe! 
boa ; and it is not a Profgllion that.: makes a Chnitian, though! peoplet 
117 Profeſſion may ſpeak largely (in words) of the Grace of. Godyiand the 
Love of God, but they read in that-Bogk Notionally, before they« have phſ- 
ſed through the Judgment experimentally.: Anddo not\thou buhe thy mind: 
ſo gauch to look ater others, þut mind thy (elf, for thowmuft give an account 
of By ſelf tro God, | e Ir o nl Nt 
"<Q. But 1 dere to enquire ſomewhat after this thing, that I may recehve infor- 
1 it ip CONcerning it, ſeeing. there are fo apigey Pr ofefſioms, awd all ſeem #0 diffe ”, 
inid yet but one true VV ay, that ſo 1 may chuſe the trxe, aud deny the falſe, 

'F, Why, Child, for thy ſatisfaction, I hall - a- little, open it.unto thee, 

whereby thou mayeſt ſee into the ground of all - ns z* and how 
they all come to differ, for people wanting the Life:and Power of Chriſt 
inthem{elves, they are betrayed into the words which trom the Life and 
Power were given forth z and then, not underſtanding the Scriptures as 
they are, they pur to their meanings z ahd when in'their meanings they can- 
not agree, then ariſes the difference z and one cries, Zo heye, and another cries 
Lo there, according to their own” meanings and concluſions , and fo bein 
from the Spirit of God in themſelves, from which the Holy Men of G 
gave forth the Scriptures, they do not underſtand the Scripture , nor the 
Power of Gad : And this is the reaſon, thild, why there are {0 many Profeſſi- 
ons and ſhews of Religion. | 

C. Then ts it not very dangerous to put Meawngs to the Scriptures, and from 
thence to draw conclaſions comerning Religion, when there i not a meaſure of the 
ſame $)irit felt from which the Scriptures —_—_— forth? 

F. It is very dangerous, child, and it is the way of the old Serpent, and 
ſuch a Profeſſion never makes a Chriſtian, nor brings forth a pure Religion, 
but forms a thew of Godlinelsout of the Power, 

'C. But amongſt theſe ſeveral Profeſſions there is ſomething ſeemingly good in 
their praitice +, for they profeſs a worſhip to God, aud. they have Praying, and 
Pyeathing, and Sinzing ; and they uſe thoſe things called Ordinances , as Bap- 
tiſm?, and Bread and VVine? | 

F. Child, this obſerve, that which ſeems to be, and is'not the thing it 
{ems, it deceives the beholder : And there may be fomething good in all 
the Profeſſions, and yet not. be ſo as it ſeems, and 1n- the Darkneſs it is 
not to be diſcerned , the Phariſees had long Prayers, and that was fecming- 
ly good , yer Chriſt called them Hypocrites : So to judge according to the Ap- 
pearance 15 very dangerous, for therein are many deceived, taking a thing to 
be that which it is not. C. But 


1663 A Demoniration-df-the New'@nd Living way, 6: 

C. But is not the woiJhip of God a good thing? uh 

F. Yes, 'the Worſhip of God 4s'a good thing , but if there be no more 
but a ſhew of Worthip, it is not the Worthip of God, hor is not ſo good 
as it ſeems to be, butr'is a Will-worthip, ant nor the Worſhip in the Spirit, 
which 15 the true Worſhip of God. Ing = 

C. 1s not that 4 true VVorſhip where there is Praying, and Preachins, and 
Singing, with ſuch like good things ? E 

F. That 1s a true Workbip, where there is' Praying, and Preaching, and 
Singing 1n the Spirit ; but there may be ſuch things done and not in the.Spirit, 
but in mens own wills, and that Worſhip is vain. . 

C. Then inform me. Father, of the true V Yorjhip. 

F, Why, child, Iſhall ſhew thee: when the mind is joyned to theSpirit of 
God, and is acted by it, and ſubjected to it, then js the Lord God truly wor- 
ſhipped, and that is the Worſhip in the Spirit, 

C. And how is that VVorſhip performed , and what is the prattice init? 

F.' it'is performed according to the good pleaſure of the Spirit, that 
blows where it liſteth z and the practice is, as the Spirit moves. If the 
Spirit gives words to declare , they are declared faithfully: If it move 
unto Prayer , it is performed in it : - And {o the things practiſed in the true 
Worſhip, are performed in the Spirits Power, and according to its own 

lea{ure. | . 
| C. Do 7t all people that profeſs « YVorſhip unto God, perform their Service 
in the Spirit ? oY 2 | 

F, Nay, child, for they that 'are'in the fleſh cannot perform a Spiritual 
Service. | 

_ How do they then Preach and Pray with other things they prattice in their 
prorſhip? = CLIO FER | 

F. They do it in their own wills;\andin'the ſtrength of the Earthly Wit: 
dom, and not in the Spirit. . OL +? 

C. And do thoſe called Minifters perform their Service in their own wills and 
VVildome ? N13-IS SINREES. © = 

 F, Yes, child, they doit in thejr own Wills and Wiſdome, and in their 
own time. > es ON” © of 
'  C, But how ſhall I know that thiyids [+ 7 

F. By their Limitation, in bmdig*up their Worſhip unto.a time, Place, 
and Perion ; but the Spirit of God wh Firrded > ene hr AE: 

C.. why, is not theiy Time, and Plkce, and Þerſon right, ſeeing their Time is 
upon that day called Suntiey, and tihir Plare that abich is called a Church, axd 
the perſons, ſuch 45 are tounted Miniſters of &Hfifh? Oo, 

F, Nay, the Lord God of -Powet'1s not limited to any of them, And as for 
their Sunday, the Heathen namedit's and the ope named their Church , -and 
their Schools and Colledges mddethGir Miniſters, w_ | 

C. But do they wot preach ſound'Doltrine? oo | Sr 

F, Nay, their Do&tnne is after” the Traditipn of men,, and dh 


7 
. 


\ et 


? % ” , 


FIFTEL\ 


Chriſt ;-ahd they ger their Dodrine by their Arts and Languages, that they 
have learnedat Schools 'and Colledges, and then: read it or ſpeak it forth .in 
their own. Wills, that'ire corrupted;! and there is ho ſoundneſs in it, , -, 
C But if it be ſo, thire are manydecetved,for they are looked upon to be able 
Miniſters. ; ES i + þ | nts > "ak. 
F. Yea; many are'tdeceived; who walk bt Fn" the Light that diſcerns 
Qq4q them ; 
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them , but who walk in the Light ſees them, and their Woolfiſh nature un- 
der their Sheeps. cloathing, And now is the Lord making them manifeſt, thar 
they may not deceive any longer, for they have kept people always learning, 
an: - unprofitable Talkers, Teaching for filthy Lucre ,«and not fora ready 
miad, fi 

C. But is not their Praying a Service that is accepted with God? 

F. Nay, for they Pray not with the Spirit, nor with the Underſtand- 
ing. And ſome of themcannot Pray at all, but as they have Prayers made 
by others, and have them ſer in a Book to read, as in the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer; or elle get words into their Memory, or comprehend them 
into the Notion, and then ſpeak them forth as in a way of Prayer, when 
yr Spirit is not felt, ſo that neither their Preaching nor Praying is aceepred 
of God. 

C. And is not their Singing an acceptable ſervice? for they that can ſing Prat- 
ſes are in a good condition . 

F. Who are come into that ſtate, where a Pſalm is given in the Spirit 
they are in a good condition, and can fing prailes, and make Melody in 
their Hearts unto the Lord; and they rightly underſtand what they 
ſing; and they ſing with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding : But 
none can ſing, after this manner, but who are redeemed from the Earth. 
But they have David's words put into Meeter by Hopkins and Sternhold, 
and given them forth as they were David's condition, and the Drunkard, and 
Swearer, and Lyar ſing together, who know nothing of David's condition 
and - © they ſing Lyes in Hypocriſie, which is. not a right ſervice, nor accept- 
ed 0 

C. 1 would know, Father, how it is concerning thoſe things called Ordinances, 
«s Baptiſon, and Bread and wine, which are much uſed in their worſhip? 

F. Why, child, as to thoſe things,. they role from the Pope's invention, 
who hath had power in the night of Apoſtacy , and: hath ſet up his De- 
vices, which are yet continued in Ezg/axd , though he ſeemingly is de- 
nied, and the whole practice of thoſe things as they ule them, had their in- 
ftirution by the Pope, and were never ' ſo Ordained of Chriſt , for he 
did not Ordain ſprinkling Water in a Child's face, or to make a ſign of the 
Croſs in his fore-head, nor God-fathers, and God-mothers, to undertake for 
it : neither did he Ordain Bread and Wine to be uſed and received. And the 
Wine is another of the Pope's inventions; who knows not the Cup of Bleſ- 
ſing, in whichis the Communion of the-Blood of Chriſt, ſo hath invented 
a Silver Cup, and pours Wine into it, and then the Prieft gives it to the 
people , and tells them, That « che Blood of Chriſt which is ſked for them, 
when .it is Wine, and not Blood: And gives them Bread , and tells 
them, That. s. zhe Body of. Cbyip that is.: broken for them, when people 
neither diſcern the Body nor the Blood of Chriſt, and ſo Eat and Drink 
Damnation to themſelves. And true Baptiſm, child , is in the Spirit, which 
Baptizeth into one Body : And the true Meat and: Drink, is the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, which the worthy Receiver -feeds upon in his heart. 
So that theſe things be falſe, and not to be regarded by the true Chriſtians, who 
are come to the Spirit, and live in the Spirit, which is the Subſtance. 

= v-4 1s not the place in which all theſe things are performed, a true 
Church ? 
F. Nay, the true Church is in God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 


and 
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and Chriſt is the Had of it, and hath the preheminence init : but the place 
in which ſuchthings are performcd, is alio of the Pope's invention, and he 
counts himſelf tro be the Head of it, and he would have the Preheminence ; 
and is a place made by men, and it 15 Wood and Stone which doth decay and 
wax old, and come to nought : Then they make Levies, and gather Money 
to Repair it again, and it they do not 1o, it will tall and conſume, and 
turn into Mire and Dirt : Butthe true Church, of which Chriſt is the Head, 
is a Living thing , and doth not decay, nor wax old, but is ingrafted into 
him, and there is neither {pot nor blemitſh 1n it. 

C.. But are not theſe the true Chrijlians that praftice and perform ſuch 
things? 

by They have got the Chriſtians Words, and ſo count themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, but they are not in the Chriſtians Life , neither is their Way the 
Chriſtians way ; fo they are practiting thole things that God requires not 
at their hands, neither Joth he accept them! And who are true Chriſtians, 
child, they come into Union with Chriſt by the ettectual working of his 
Power in them, through which tney are tranſlated and made new Creatures, 
and the new creature is in Chriſt, and is a true Chriſtian, but the old is an 
Apoitate. | 

C. There & Yr ſome other things that I would be inform:4 in, becauſe I flayd 
ſomething doubtful concerning them. 

F. What are they, child ? 

C. 1 obſerve that people make much to doone with another when they meet toge- 
ther, or part one from another ,' in putting off their Hats, and bowing, and cring- 
ing, and going backward, and ſcrapigg; and 1 am dou:tful whether this be the 
true Honour , with which I am t0 Hoxoar all men? | 

F. This Doubt will be eaſily removed, and thou mayeſt be aſſured that it is 
not the true Honour ? 

C. How may The aſſured of it? 

F. Why, Child, they that ſeek Honour one of another; they do not 
believe in Chriſt the Power of God, which is houourable in all meng and 
is to be honoured where it appears in-any ; and this ſeeks not the Honour 
below. or to have the Hat put off, or the Body to bow and cringe, or the feet 
to ſcrape ; it neither ſeeks ſuch Honour, nor can give ſuch honour , for 
it is a beggarly Honour when it 15 compared with that honour that comes 
from God alone, and where it is {ought and expected it is from below ; and 
that which anſ{wers the expectation 1s the ſame : and ſo men ſeek honour one 
of another, and they give it one to another with Hat and Knee, And; 
Your humble Servant, Sir ; And ſuch are not in the power of God, but in 
the vain cuſtoms of the Heathens , and ſo it 1s got in a cuſtom to put off the 
Hat, and bow, and cringe, and ſcrape ; and Women to curtiſie , and droop ; 
and this is ſought for and expected one from another, and they receive it one 
of another : d theſe are the Apoſtate Chriſtians, that are out of the 
Power of God that is honourable, and ſo ſeek honour one of another ,- ahd 
are reſpecting one anothers perſon ; and the Rich and Proud they get the 
Honour, and the Poor and the Needy they are not regarded. 

C. But is there not ſnch an Honour that belongs to Magiiirates, and Mex 
in Authority ? | 

F. Nay, child, fuch Honour doth not belong to them, neither arc they 
Honourcd when it is done ſo unto them ; for true Honour is from the 


Heart, 
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Heart, and not from the Har: And where any thing of God appears in 
Magiſtrates and Men in Authority , that is Honoured with the Hearr, and 
it doth not expet the Hat: And this 1s true Honour, child, and it is gi- 
ven unto whom it is due, 

C. But ſeeing ſuch a thing ts expected by men in Authority, i it nobetter for me 
to 7:12 it ro them than toojfend them? | 

F. Thou muſt be carectul, child, how thon Reafon'ſt about - it, leſt thou 
runi'{t into Tran{grefſion , for if thou reſpe&eſt Perſons, thou committeſt 
ſin, and the Law of God will convince thee of Tranſgreffion : Therefore mind 
the Lord and his Teachings ; and if men be offended becauſe thou obeyeſt 
the Lord, thou wilt not be guilty of the offence z but the Woe ſhall be un- 
to that in them which would be Honoured with thy Hat, from whence the 
offence comes. 

C. And doth not the Lord require any ſuch things to be done? 

F. Nay, the Lord requires it not, but the pride of, mans heart ſecks it , for 
the Lord requires that thou ſhouldett Honour all men1n him, and that is, to 
give Honour unto whom ## i due , but unto a proud, heady, high-minded man, 
there is no Honovy due, though he may be great in the World, and be in place 
to Rule , but in the power of God the Poor 1s as Honourable as the Rich, and 
the Bzggar as he tharRules , and the Honour is given as due unto the Power, 
and not unto any mans perſon, 

C. I1would be informed of azother thing, Father, what Language I am to 
[orak unto a ſinole Perſon, wheth-r Thou, or You, be the true Language unto 4 
fingle per'on ? | 

F. Why, child, a ſingle perſon being One, and no more, rhe true Lan- 
guage is Thos unto him, or her: and hath been the Language ſpoken by all 
that have been guided by the Spirit of God without reſpect of Perſons , And 
we do not read of another that was ſpoken by the Hoy men of God unto any 
perſon, wherher a King, or any in Authority under him , for the Spirit of 
Tru:h leads into all Truth, q4nd Thos to One is the Language of Truth without 
ro ſpe4, and the Spirit of Truth teachetrh to ſpeak it, and not another. 

C. But how is it then that ptople wſe the word You ta one another, when they 
ſpeak One ro One? gs 

- F. Becaule in that thing they do not mind the Spirit of God , and its 
Teaching , and fo the falſe Spirit ang, brings forth a falle Word ; for 
Pont Orc is an Apoſtate Language, and through the vain cuſtom of it, is 
become ſeated in the Pride of Heart , 'and when the true Language is ſpoken, 
the Pride cannot bear it , but it 1 the true Language, child, and. was fo in the 
beginning before the fall z and God 1s turning it again to his people in this day 
of  Reſtauration. os | | 
. C. And mult I uſe the word Thou to all ſdrts of people ? 

F, Yes, when thou haſt! occaſion to' ſpeak to One , and do not reſpet 
the perſon of any man or woman ; for it 8 as true to the Rich as to the Poor , 
ad the Spirit of Truth will teach thee to ſpeak it if thou mindeſt and obey- 
eſt it, and if thou doſt nor, it will reprove thee. ,* 

C. Bt 1s it not 4 thing that will became me to uſe good Manners ? 4rd people 
do not take the word Thou to be good Manners, wh-7 I ſpeak to my Betters , 
ani they will not have their Children taught to ſpeak that Language, becauſe they 

ſay it is anmannerly, | | Rip | 

F, It is the evil words, child, that corrupts good manners, whether it be 


in 
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in achild, or elder people but true words is mannerly, .and is ſpoken in the 
manner of truth, which is good manners : Andthou muſt not mind what 0- 
thers ſay, or how they will havetheir children taught ; but mind thou the 
Lord and his Teachings, and he wall teach thee to ſpeak good words, and true 
words, whuch is good manners , and it isthe evil words that corrupt it: and 
people that know not the Teachings of God, nor the Truth of God, they know 
not the manner of it, and ſo are ieeking how to honour one another, and to 

to one another, and after what manner to doit, which is not in the man- 
ner of Truth, bur in the falſe ſpirit, which corrupts their words and ations, 
and ſo corrupts good manners, | | 
C. And how muſe 140 concerning Oaths, ſeeing that Swearing in many things . 
is required ?' as ſometimes to give Teſtimony to what 1 know ; | and ſometimes 
ro teſtific my ſubmiſſion wnto a Ruler '; and alſo in other things? 
F. Whatever men require of thee child, thou muſt mind what the Lord 
requires of thee ; andif men require that of thee which the Lord forbids thee, 
thou muſt obey God :: And Chriſt Jeſus hath forbidden all Oaths, and it is 
not lawful to Swear upon any account, though men may require it ; becauſe 
Chriſt hath commanded,'0r to Swear at all: and if thou Joveſt him, thou 
wilt keep his Gommandments, and not Tranſgreſs againſt him, becauſe men 
require theeto do otherwile ,' butdo thou mind the Spirit, of Truth, and it will 
teach thee to ſpeak truth in what thou art called unto, and the Yea in the 
Truth, will bind thee £0) pertbrm faithtully what thou Teſtiticſt or Engageſt 
to: Ando in alt things thou articalled-unto, {peak the truth from thy heart, 
as in the ſight of God, and let thy res be.7es ; and {et there beno more in any 
wile for what is more comes of evil.1--. lt 1 | 
C. But there is mucb ſaid concerming the'Lawfulneſs of an:Oath in ſuch need- 
ful matters ,.45 to end:Stnite, dr erigageto a.Ruletywith other things ; and there 
are makry Scriptures brought for ifoi,.} 1 oo OT 
F. They that bring Seripturegmto plead for Swearing in this day, they do not 
underſtand the Scriptures , for He who is Lord of all, faith, Swear not at all, 
neither by Heaven nor by Eanth,. nor by anyother thing !, but let your Yea be 
Yea, and your Nay, Nay," for mhatir more comes of Evil :. And thou art to 
obey Jeſus Chriſt whoſe Do&rine is true, and who ends the Diſpenſation of 
Oaths where-ſtrife was; ſand 1n1ttike:Daſpenſation when they did Swear, and 
were not to forfwear themſelves, ir.was'not an Oath formed in words, and 
then impoſed. by the laying a hand upon tlie [B/b/e and: ki//ing it, but was 
ſolemnly ſpoken from their own mouths, and what proceeded out of their 
mouths, that they-were to -petform-ufito-the Lond, And this was .the Oath 
commanded in that! :Di tion; as'thou mayiltread,  Namb; 30. if « man 

Vow a Vow tnto the'Lord;ot ari.au.Quath\to' bind his Soul with a Bond, he 
ſhall not ' break his weyrd,: hetſhall:io erooraing teal that proceedeth put of his 
mouth: (gow Mark Child) This) Was the-thmg the Lord: commanded in that 
Diſpenſation, and 1t:; wasno more:ibut) the wartt that was to- proceed out of 
their own:mouths, and -were not:to: break,}:becaufe ir was the: Souls band. , 
therefore: they were to . do. according to. all:that 'proceeded: out of their 
mouths ; ſo that it was to proceed out of their own mouths, and nor to 
be impoſed in formed words, which binds not the Soul :, And there is no 
Scripture that mentions any other way of Swearizg in that Niſpenſation , 
but -how Chriſt Jeſus, who ends allthe Changeable things, he ſaith, Swear 

Rrrre not 
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not atall , but let your Tea be Yea; and it is without Exception, or putting, 
any difference berwixt vain Oathes and ſolemn Oaths, He faith, Not at «ll 
ncr by any thing ; For what is more then Tea and Nay comes of E:i/ : 
Therefore, child, obey thou | Chriſt's Do@rine, whatever men may re- 
quire of thee ; and if thy Tea will not be taken to the truth of thy 
word, let nothing elſe be done by thee, leaſt thou falleſt into Condem. 
nation. 

C. Father, Inform me concerning the Obſervation of Dayes, as thoſe cal. 
led Holy-dayes, and that called Sunday, which ſome call Sabbath-day, and 
ſome the Lords-day, and whether the Lord requires that 1 ſhould obſerue 
« them? - 

F. If thou Obſerveſt aday, child, Obſerve it to the Lord , but he requires 
not the Obſerving of particular Days, for the Seventh Day was Holy, in 
which he Reſted trom all his Work, and: that was' the Jews Sabbarh, and 
they obſerved it to the Lord as he commanded 4 but Chriſt Jeſus hath ful- 
filled it, and ended it : And thoſe called Hely-Dayes: are ſet up in the Apo- 
ſtacy, in which the $aizts have been Killed and AMartyred, upon which 
Dayes the Apoſtates Rejoyced and Feaſted , and they are called Feaſloval 
Days : and thou art to abominate the obſerving of them, becauſe they were 
ſer up in the Blood-thirſty Spirit , and for that calledthe Lords-Day or Sabbath. 
Day, people do not underſtand what they ſay , for: the Sabbath is the Se- 
venth Day, and the obſerving of that is ended in' Chriſt , and that called 
the Lords Day, is the firſt Day of the Week, and'thename Sexday is from 
the Heathens, who cel that day unto the Sex, and fo called it $un- 
day : But, child, —_— the Lords-Day, and rhou art to obſerve them 
Il unto him, andwalk in his fear, and in-his dread every Day and Hour, 
and who come. to Chriſt and believe'im Chrift, come over the obſervati- 
on of Dayes, into the one Day of the Lord,. which is'as a thouſand years, 
_—_ walk with the Lord uv his Day; (and obſerve 'it to his Glory and 
Praiſe. | C 4/7”), MVSTECY in 29 

C. I now feel my underſtanding pretty well. informed and opened , but will the 
Lizht of wth ay I ſriexce, & me ſee all theſes things, and teach me 
to underſtand them in Truth; Sf: hi, « 

F. Yes, (child) it will, if thou enclineft :to its Teachings, and ſtandeſt 
fingle to obey, it will givethee a perfetunderftanding of God, his Way and 
Truth, and will let thee ſee all the Cufforer and faſhions, and Traditions of the 
World tobe vaix for condemnation. . 1 | 

And now, my child, receive Inſtruftion and be wiſe, andlet not the coun- 
el of thy \Father depart from thee, but-treafure it up iathy Heart, that thou 
mayſt lay up for thy {elf a good foundation, and know the hand. of the Lord 
to build thee up: and now I exhort thee, child, to mind the fear of the Lord, 
that thou mayſt know the beginning of Wiſdom, and therein be made wiſe 
unto Salvation ; and let not thy mind (inany wie) go after va»iry , keep thy 
eyes from beholding w4nity ; and asthou mindeſt rhe !Light of Chriſt, thou 
wilt fee ir, and be kept fromat. And now unto all Sorts and Sets of People 
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Unto the oA ged. 


_—__ —_—.t6.4 m—_— 444. M4 


ou that haſt paſt over many years, and haſt ſpent timein vanity, now 
wait to redeem it z thou draweſt nighthy end,. and the time that is 
thou canſt not call again z thou muſt lay down thy earthly body, and 

ſoon thou knowelt not ; the world muſt paſs away, and thou mutt leave it, if 
thou haſt = Riches, thou muft not abide with them : what profic 
will there be in all theſe things, when thou muſt go hence and be no more 
ſeen? And what will all thy profelled Religion do or thee in thag day? It will 
all forſakg thee : Therefore, whilfi thou haſt yeta tay, torn and obey the Lord 
and his living Voice in thy Canons, that ? hk mayſt be gathered untoGod, 
and know tus ſalvation, before the day paſs over. 


Unto the Young Aden. 


] "Hou thar art in the of thy Youth, "ſpend ir not in vain, nor fa, 
mo hearty hs INT You, Genie notla da evil, thy 
days will end, and an account thou muſt give nnto God , therefore in time 
conlider, before the evil day come upon thee, for thou knowſt not how ſaqn 
he Lord may call for thee, and e an account of thee : Therefore ſtand 
in awe and fin not, but walk in the fear of the Lorg, that it may go well with 
thee in the latter day, * | 


p— — _— 


"PO II_S I  ——_ ”>— ” — OOO 


Unto little Children. 


Hou that art yet in thy young Years, and grt but like a plant ſpring- 
T rogupinotiragh, then ES cord re tte me Ie : 
therefore whilſt thy time is, mind the Lord that made thee, —_—_ life and 
breath unto thee, and walk in fear before him, ſo will he teach thee the way 
wherein thou art towall, and he will order thy can and (ſhew 


thee his ſalyation, and thou wiltbe kept from the evil ofthe days that yer thou 
haſt to paſs through, and will know the Power of God to pluck up the roar 
af evil whilſt thou art yet tender, and before it be toomuch in 

and thou wilt come to be grounded 


and rocted in the Love of God and in tas 
ſpring 


, 
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ſpring up like a pleaſant plant, ſo will thy days which yer thou haſt to pals 
through in this world, be joyful to thee, and-in the end everlaſting peace will 
be thy portion : Therefore, Liztle Children, keep out of vanity; Lye not, Swear 
not, Ent'y not : be ſober, bg gentle, be peaceab »bs tender, love one another ; 
be not proud 1n any wiſe ; pur not on y Apparel, take no thought after 
that , be not c4719%s 1n your Meats and Drinks, but having Food and Ray- 
ment, be therewith content, Let not your Apparel be more then what is need- 
ful for your bodies, nor your Food more then what 15conyenient fq 

freſhment , ſo-will the Lord adorn you with the beauty. of holinels, and 

you with that meat that doth not periſh. . $f les 19 
ar” - $57 * 


— tt. h_ 


—_— 
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A few words concerning true Diſcerning| | a. 
| and Fadgment.” 7 7 ain; 


Ow is Salvation come fromthe moſt High, andthe God of 7ſ7ael is over 
l;-he ts confounding the Wiſe mert in'their Wiſdom, and deſtroying the 
Strong men in their Strength, he is breaking the Idols ot ſilver, and the Idols 
of gold, and every carved work he is throwing down, and his eye beholdsthe 
way of every man, an thaprg@k ef\rvhat owt is ; he is the ſearcher 
of the heart, and he paſſeth by aid beholds the intents thereof ; hidden things 
he brings to light, and by the gift of his ovvn ſpirit he ſhevvsto every man his 
thoughts ; this is his perfed tt tO Eve! a manifeſtation thereofall met 
have, that they thereby nigh Profit. ; NY vs A ueafure of this Spirit 
harh a being' i» All, an makes it {elf manifeſt z» Ml, and 1s the true light that 
doth enlightet1'2{/ chas, cone into the world, yet all do not. receive it, nor come 
to'be. guided by 3t, ſo walk inthe hh, and. cannot. pleaſe God, neither 'can 
Xrcavethe rhings of God, ah Whit Is p ed by ſuch as a.Seyvice or wor- 
ſhip tb God, h16doth not requiteit at their hands , and though they. make ma- 
ny prayers, he will not hear, for they have no Union with his Spirit ; and this 
tryes all People, and their works 1n a true Deſeerning, nnd gives true Fudgment 
upon all according to their doings z and who have not this Spirit of Chriſt they 
are none of his ; but all that receive it and have Union wr it, they walk not 
in the Fleih, bur in the Spirzt, u\whb | s Forms of eve 
Image and _—_ _ hrs $o1b kr oy they do ariſe, and no falls 
birth can have a hiding place, but from the leaſt to the greateſt they are diſco- 
vered, and the faireſt cov ring that any have cloathed themſelyes. withall is 
ſetn through; andall the formed hkenetles which appear this Jay, amongſt 
the” ſonsof 'ritwin what they" do profels of God, they are all ſeen to be of the 


% 


fleſh, and their'#%6r and principle is of that Part and ridrure tht is pray om, 
tkeneſs, 


which no goud thing can ariſe + ant it” brj ps forth a birth in its' own 

and 6f its oWwiiarire, whith-by the Spirit, 1s truly diſcertied, and eyery work 

of the Fleſhis manifeſt ro'the'Spirit, for the Spirit. fearcheth all things, and 

truly!jadges all-things, for- the Spirit is truth z And though this may ſeem in 

many of your'eve to be raſhjudgment, and you may call it ſo,yet it will ſtand 

aWitne(s againſt all thatare ſatisfying the Fleſh. For there is not any thing (0 
gfe! hardly 
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hardly received as that teſtimony that ſtrikes at the Life of another, and thac 
which deals yu and {imply with all, and delires the good of all, that meets 
with the leaſt entertainment 1n the hearts of people , but that which flatters, 
and cryes peace when the bonds of iniquity [tand, that is a pleaſing thing un-. 
to the minds of all who walk in the fleth, and that which comes to rip them up, 
and diſcover their nakedneſs to their ſhame, thar they kick againſt, and will 
not own nor recelve it for truth , for there is not any people would come to 
ſhame for what they do , and that which opens ſecrets, and brings any thing 
to Light, by which ſhame may come upon them, they turn againſt that, and 
reject it; though the thing be really true which is witneſſed againſt , and fo 
there is no work of the fleſh that would come under the Spirits Judgement, 
though it be truly diſcerned and judged as it is, and the Diſcerning and Judg- 
ment ſtand in thetruth , but thoſe concerned in it will not own it, but cry 
out, Who made you a Judge ? And why areyou o raſh to judge, as if all were 
to be condemned but your lelves ? How do you know the hearts of people ? 
And why may not others be as right as you for what you know? So every Form 
and Likeneſs would fave ic; own Lafe by putting off the Judgment, as if none 
could diſcern it , and nofalle birth that would have its Nakedneſs to appear, 
leſt it ſhould come to ſhame thereby : And thus People harden themſelves a- 
gainſt the Spirits Teſtimony, which 1a it ſelf is the Searcher and tryer of Hearts 
and Reins, and none can hide their Counſel from it. [Mark] Is not this the 
Judge that ſtands atthe door and knocks ? Doth not he diſcera when Evil ri- 
ſeth in your Hearts ? And doth he not there reprove you ? What is it that you 
can hide that he finds not out ? What can.you do in your ſecret Chambers that 
he doth not know?and what thought can you think(amongſt all your thoughts) 
that he doth not diſcern? And Joth he not judge you in your own Conſciences, 
if you have thought any Evil, or uttered. vain Words, or done any thing wick- 
edly ? Will you deny this to be a true Diſcerzer and a _—_— Fudge ? be ſ0- 
ber, and there is a Witnels(which you'may feel in your ſelves) to antwer to the 
Truth declared , and all that have received the Spirit, they have an Under- 
{tanding given them, by which they are able to diſcern the Fleſh, and all the 
works of 1t, and give true Judgment,upon it without reſpect of Perſons; not 
judging according to the Fleſh, but according to the Spirit, and ſees to the 
Root and Principle from which all things ſpring up- and grow ; and they do 
not judge according to the outward appearance, but judge righteous judge- 
ment ; for ſuch as diſcern no further than what outwardly appears, and then 
judge according to that, Others from the ſame. ground may draw as true a 
Judgment againſt them.} y 

And here people are not to Judge, leſt they be Judged;which is a place much 
alledged againſt true Judgment, but who ſo judges one of another, it is not in 
the Spirit of Truth which doth Dilcern through all Appearances ; bur it is in 
the fleſh which cannot perceive beyond what doth appear : And (o all the falſe 
Births give judgment one againſt another, and cannot bear the judgment of 
one another ; then they are provoked and angry one with another, and run in- 
to Confuſion and Diſtrattion, Warring and Fighting, and Deſtroying one a- 
nother about their formed Religion , none being come to the Spirit that gives 
a-Dilcerning through what appears, and gives true judgment in the ground : 
bur all born of the Spirit have true Union with it, and the fleſh and the deeds 
Cit, are {ubdued under it, and they are no more in the fleſh, but in the _ 
Sil an 
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1d hive received Chriſt Jelus the Lord, and walk in him, and areSpiritual, 
and the Spirituzl man judgerh all things, and he himſeltis judged of ne man : 

And whether you can receive it or no, you areall trulytryed and judged not 
in the Fleſh, bur in the Spirit , and your” ROOT and FUUNDATION is ſeen 
2nd diicerned, and is not found to be that which wasin the beginning, bur 
that whichthe Sabtilry generated ſince: the begmning, and fo doth he rule 0- 
ver you, and blind your minds that you canner {ee nor dilcern further than 
what appears z and the Myſtery of the Kingdom is hid from your eyes, and 
you run into the Words with your carnal Minds and earthly Wildom, and 
tron what is Written draw ſomething to your ſelves, and form up a Likexeſ s 
112 Your conceivings, and bring that torth in theſtrength of your own wills , 
and rhis is your Foundation, and the firft principle of your Religion ; and fo 
the HAKLOT hath brought forth many children, which in her Womb have 
all been conceived, and yet are not formed one like another, but all differ in 
their Shape and Likezes, and then ſtrive one with another, and yer are all chil- 
dren of one Houle, and all of one Kingdom ; but no Love nor Unity found 
amongtt them , but Envy, Hatred and Malice, and all one againit another, 
and divided into Heads and Parties, which 1s an evident Te&{timony of the 
Ruine and Fall ofyour Houſe and Kingdom ; For, 4 Hoaſe devided againſt it 
ſeif cannot ſtazd, 

Therefore came out of it, leſt ir fall upon you, and utterly deſtroy you, and 
all came tothat where Peace :and. Safery is , for God hath prepared a ſure 
Reluge and Reiting-place forall that will come : And he hath gathered many 
into Unity and pertect Peace therein ; and they reft in his Love, and are pre- 
ſerved in his Power, and he alone is their Strength and ſune Defence , fo hath 
the Lord made this power known in this his Day, and hath gathered a Rem- 
nantco that which was in-the beginning, which was the Saints Life, and 
from which the Scriprures weredeclared, and of which they all teſtified, thit is 
nov made maniteſt which the falte Apofttes/ravened from,and many Sons and 
Daughters are come to glory it ; and this ts the Spint of Truth which leads 
into all Truth, that curs dowwTranſgreſſiony and Reigns aver the Head of the 
Tranigreilor, and doth diſcover: clearly. allghe deeds of Darkneſs which are 
come up f(ince the Days of the Apoſtles, and are practiſed by fuch as are inthe 
Avoſ! ar" , and this comprehends all, but 'cannot be comprehended of any , it is 
pure, Everlaſting, Unchangeable, and n&-Variablenels there is in it: All that in 
it do believe, have found the Author of Ertexnal Salvation, and are come to the 
Wiidom and Righteouſneſs of God, and to the enjoyment of Eternal Life, 
which is in C/#8/$T FESUS the Lord, whoſe Glory and Majeſty is ſpreading 
over the Earth, and who is gathering a Holy: People to Himſelf, that in them 
lis praile may be thewed forth, who alone is' worthy, God of Gods, and King 
of Salts, who by all his Redeemed Ones isy0ver all, Exalted, Magnified, and 
Praifed for Ever and Ever, 7 rv 


So the Loyd give you underſtanding iz all things. 
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Something of Truth manifeſted for the Travellin 
Birth to peruſe and meditate. | 


I, 


An by Tranſgreſſion _ loſt his firſt Eſtate of Innocency, Sim- 
plicity, and Uprightnels, he is altogether uncapable of recovering 
himſelf, and reſtoring himtelf into it again, which the Wiſdom of God be- 
holding his own compaſſhon moved towards man, and in his Wildome he 
prepared a Way in the Light of his Lite, by which man might come again 
into the created {tate of Uprightnels and Innocency , and herein the Love 


, of Cod is univerſal, andis not bounded nor limited, whereby he doth appear 


to be a God gracious and merciful unto all mankind, who by tranſgrel- 
ſion is alienated from his loving kindneſs and mercy in the Light of his 
Life within every man, that man thereby might turn unto him, obey, and 
believe in him, that ſo by the Light and Power of his own Life, he might 
Redeem man out of all iniquity, tranſgreſton, and fin, and reſtore him 
into innocency, ſimplicity , and uprightneſs , in his own Life, where his 
mercy and peace comes to be enjoyed according to the degrees of reſti- 
tution. 

2. The Love and Mercy of God being thus held forth in his own compaſſion, 
and tendered in theday of his Viſitation unto all mankind, it doth thereby ap- 
year that God would not have any to periſh, but would have them turn to the 
Light of his Life, when by its Teſtimony it doth reprove them in their own 
Conſciences, that ſo upon their obedience to the reproof, he might convert 
them, and heal them, and reſtore thera, 

3. Man thus conſidered in himſelf, as wholly uncapable of recovering him- 
felt, and reſtoring himlelf, then he is to ceale in all things as to himſelf, and 
wait ſingly upon God in the Light of his Life to ſee his Salvation come from 
him alone. 

4. When thy mind is thus turned to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in thy 9xwn 
Conlcience, and that thou begin to yeild untoit,and to obey its teſtimony,then 
in the Light a holy thing is conceived, and by operation Juaned and bein 
conceived and quickned in the Life, it breatheth and thiriteth after Life, and 
the Life doth nouriſh it by giving more Life unto it, and ſo prepares it fer the 
day of its bringing forth, which in fulnels of time doth come to paſs, and this 
is the birth which is born not of the fleſh, nor of blood, nor of the will of man, 
but of God, 

5. Whea thou art drawn towards God in the Light of hi; Life, and art 
quickned by the Life to breath in tenderneſs after a larger meaſure of its fi1l- 
nels, then do thou wait to be preſerved in the prelgnt,meaſure which thou haſt 
received ; for if after thy mind be turned to he Lions, and thou begin to be- 
hold ſomething of the excellency and glory.of the Life, and of the King- 
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dom, aud ro have ſome raltgs of it, and then ſtart alide from the Light, 
and begin to will and run out of it, and to cempals to thy elf the: ſight and 
ipectacie which in the Light is ſhev ed thee, thou wilt ran into great danger 
ſuddenly , for that part which will run out of the Light, and compals and 
gather that which in the Light 1s een, that part will enrich it ſelf, and cloath 
it ſelf with the work of its own hands, and thou wilt certainly find; 'that in 
tuch openings there will ariſe a raviſhment and a joy in thee, thotr being come 
to a ſight of the glory of the Lite in the Vition or Propheſie, and if thou give 
way to that q% which would be hunting and running out of thelight;to terch 
that in which in the light thou mayſt behold, and fo conclude thou haſt at- 
tained it, and irom thence fatisfic thy {elf and create thy own peace in thy 1a- 
tisfaction, thou ſits down ſatisfied in that which 15 polluted, though thou haſt 
had the openings of that which in it ſelf 1s true. 

6. When thou art cometo the openings in the Donne, and in the light 
beholds the Glory of the Kingdom, then in the light keep ſtayed, and wait 
ro be guided by the drawings and leadings of it, that ſo by the light thou 
mayſt be gathered into the life, and do not haſten in the froward part to 
catch and gather that, tothy ſelf which is opened in Prophelie, for that part 
which in the forwardneſs doth catch and gather what 1s opened and ſeen 
in the Propheſie, that part will work by imagination, and form a likenels 
in a falſe conception, and ſo will advance and ſet that up as if it were the 
true birth, and thereby thy mind will be lifted up in the apprehenſion of thy 
attainment, and Antichriſt will reiga over thee, and deftroy the hol 
thing which in life is conceived and quickned, and darkneſs, will ſet up 
it ſelf under a ſhew of an Ange of Light, and then thou wilt loſe the 
ſenſe and feeling of the life and its drawings , and miſs the Birth of the 
Son whole glory thou haſt beheld in the Propheſie , and where Antichriſt 
thus ſers up himſelf by his deceivable working, he rules in Spiritual wicked- 
neſs in high places, and they that expe& mercy and peace from God in 
fuch a ſtate they deceive themſelves, for mercy is with him that he may te fear- 
eq, but that which exalts above him doth nat fear him, ſo cannot partake of 
his mercy, but muſt be taken away by his Judgment, and ſo there is a diffe- 
rence made between the precious and the vile, and the mercy reaches the 
precious, but the vile is judged. : : 

7. When thy mind comes to be exerciſed towards God in the Light of 
his Life, and thou art made ſenſible that thy Soul wants true Peace, and 
that thy breathing go to God in the pure earneſt, then wait in the Light to 
be preſerved in patience, and keep thy eye to the leadings of the Lite, 
that darkneſs may not caſt thee down by accuſations ; for if it cannot heigh- 
ten thee, it will labour to caſt thee down, and will not ceaſe to preſent un- 
to thee thy own unworthinels and weaknels, and will beget queſtionings 
in thee whether thou love God fervently, or wherher God will accept thee 
and ſo the oppoſing Spirit may cait thee down in thy young neſt, whulſt yer 
thou art not grown in ſtrength to rebuke thy Adverſary, and that will cauſe 
fears and doubtings to enter thee,and grief, and ſorrow, and mourning to come 
upou thee. 

"” When thou feeleſt that thy mind is diſpoſed towards God in the light 
of his life, then do thou ſtand ſtill and be watchful, that the light may keep 
thee in a true ſenſe of thy own poverty, and the riches of Gods mercy, and 
ſo preſerve thee in a ſingle dependency upon God alone, and then he 
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will appear for thy help:when thou haſt need, and will ſuccour thee in thy tra- 
vel, 223 Rrengrhen thee according to what he requires of thee, and every ſtep 
thou ſetteſt forward in obedience to his movings, thou wilt feel his hand to 
lift thee up, and his arm to'draw thee ogyand what hait thou to do for thy (elf, 
but to wait upon God to renew thy ſtrength in thy travel, that thou mayeſt 
follow him in his own way, and not depart from his Counſel, and if thou a- 
bide in the drawings of the Life, he will notlcave thee behind him, but will 
enlarge thy heartro run the way of his Commandinents , ſo thou that art tra- 
yelling in the way of life, keepthy mind in the cool and meek ſpirit of God, 
for in that is life, and there thou wilt diſcern when any paſſion riſeth, or any 
extream worketh; and when the life moves by operation, and raiſes thee up in 
the power of it ſelf, and makes thee freſh and living with its own virtue, then 
Vield t thy ſelf to be diſpoſed by it, ſo will no falſe heighth enſnare thee, nor any 
accuſation entangle thee, bur the life will preſerve rhee in it felf, and lead thee 
in the feeling of the love in which is the-true temperance, that gives dominion 
over all inordinate affe&tion ; and here thou wilt come to underſtand that it 
is God alone that worketh all thy. works for thee, and ſo-thou wilt be 
brought to ceaſe from all thy ownlabour, and to wait upon God in a ſingle de- 
dency, to feel his movings, drawings and leadings, whereby thy way will 
my ace, and thy path plealantneis, and the Lord thy God will give thee the 
refreſhing Mercy in his own love, by which thou wilt be comforted in thy tra- 
yel, and be made (ſtrong to perſevere unto the end, and then what thou haſt 
ſeen afar off thou wilt come td inherit, and what thou haſt breathed after thou 
wilt come to enjoy, 8& {o thou wilt know that the life which quickned thee, the 
ſame will ſatisfie thee inthe Jot of thy Inheritance, for mercy and peace is unto 
thee who art ſubjected unto the-will of God ,1 and thus doth On) chews brin 
to pals the counſel of his heart for his Seeds lake, therefore. let all fleſh be (1- 
lent, and keep in ſilence, . for time is with the Lord, and his own time is the 
beſt rime, who in time begins Ins work, in-time proſpers it, and in time per- 
feds it, and ſoin time - y, 4n time nouriſhing, and in time bringing 
forth the birth of his: Lite z -and this can-no man do tor himſelf, with all his 
own labour, therefore feelthou the Lord who a, peo by him, and caſt 
all thy care upon him, . for he, careth for ghee, 'and in Humility he will exalt 
thee, in wants he will ſupply thee, inpovertyhe will enrichithee, in nothing- 
nels he will fill thee; in diftref@dheiwill comfort thee, and in his Love and 
Life he will give theeall things freely, and ſo in innocency, Gmplicity and up- 
rightnels in the Seed of God thou nvidt walk with God in the Paradice of his 
P ealure, ICI OTITTGS y 64610 Bart TIT 
' Nowlearn a Parable, the Vine is'a tenderplant, and all extreams are con- 
trary to its nature z therefore. ut Winter: it neither bloſſoms, nor bears Fruit; 
bur the Seeds of its natureretiresanto itsroot,; and there preſerves it ſe}f in the 
extreamity of cold, and violentftorm; but vwherrthe temperate Spring comes 
the Seed aſcendeth, and fills every branch vvigh its virtue; vvhereby the bran- 
ches (hoot and ſpread abroad, arideheGrapegrthey :multiply-and grovy in clu- 
{ters, and this comes to paſs in the Spring tirhe; vihen the'Stins temparate hear 
breaks forth, and the Clouds moderate devy:autthoyversid8ſcend, even fo is 
all born of God. So thow art tender inthe Life;wvait for growth in the (ame, 
and y vhen' the life moveth by its. ovvn povver; do not quent it by reaſoning, 
for though it vvork1a its povver, and may difpoleth&by its povver, yet is the 
moderation, temperance, and Pay wvviddomars rand + eams of paſſion 
ret are 
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are ſubdued by it, and fo thou fittting in Life, thou fitteſt over: all deadnels, 

and allo over all unrulineſs, and in the pure tem ce of the Life, thou teel- 

eſt Gods preſence, his virtue and goodneſs, by which thou arr made- treth and 

green and fruitful” and in that ſtate the hath"pleaſure in thee; to it is a 

weighty matcer to underſtand the true place of temperance, for it lies beyond 
thecomprehenſion of the deepeſt realon inthe Fall, and through Faith is tound 
in the Life which reaſcn cannot compals, for where it will it bloweth, 'and 
whea it will it worketh, and byits working enliveneth, and {o-by its motion 
diſpoſeth the mind in the pure temperance of its own nature and property, in 

which there is no contrariety by any compoſition, and therefore the motion of 
the life cannot be truly called-a paſſion or an extream, though it may diſpoſe 
the mind contrary, or beyond what the wifdom below can farhom- or com- 

rehend, | 

: So every Babe of Life, hold faſt that which' in the Lite thou haſt received, 
and what thou mayſt farther fee in the Prophelie unto which thou art not yer 
attained z wait in patience, and let patience have its perfect work in thee, and 
the Life will draw thee and bring thee into it ſelf in its own time, and what 
thou haſt not yet ſeen, be not inquilitive to know, but live by Faith in the mea- 
. ſureof the Life which thou haſt received, and unto which thou art attained,and 
let not thy reaſon {earch into the ſecrets of God, and being ſtedfaſt in the faith 
unto God, and holding faſt that which thou haſt received in the Life, and in 
the drawing of the Life keep thy way ; that which thou haſt not yet received, 
God will give thee in his time, and what thou haft nor yet ſeen God will re- 
veal itunto thee, and ſo by. the Life thou wilt be preſerved in the feeling of 
the Life that is preſent with thee, and in the virtue of it thou wilt grow from 
one degree to another, and ſo in due time cometo be pertect and entire therein, 
and in thy place where thou art' travelling in a meaſure of the Life, thou wilt 
feel perfect union with God, and with albthe: Lambs and Babes born of God, 
in what degree {oever they ſtand inthe Life, and thou wilt alſo feel union with 
every motion of theLife, whether in Babes, Strong-men, or Antients, and the 
Life will conform thee unto what 1s iſed by its own motion, and ſo thou 
wilt hold the true Form in- unity: as trond the Life it is moved, obſerved, and 
practiſed, which being leſs or mane, it'is bur one inall, and doth perfectly a- 
gree in it ſelf both-in ground arid practice z -andwwhat is formed by the Life, 
and manifeſted fromthe Life;: that form-is hat without the power of Life, but 
i5 filled with the glorious preſence of the Eove of God,; and that manifeſtation 
is to be ſubmitted unto in all humbleneſs/bf.mind, as in the ſight of God, and 
there every Babe, Lamb, and Plant will receive the Heavenly nouriſhment, 
and (o grow up as living Members of a compleat Body in Chriſt the' Head. 

In the Light of Chriſt is theinches of: the” Kingdome; and in the Light are 
all things miniſtred that is good for food , forthe Lighrgives the ſavor of the 
Life, and the Life is the Souls nouriſhment;.and this bread comes down from 
Heaven, and hath Life in it, and they that eat ive by it, and do not die : 
Therefore in the Light all are to-tnter into-theHoule vfi the Lord, and wait at 
his Table, where is prepared, and the Cup tiled; andiin all Humility to 
receive what the Father giveth, and covetno more, antithen you will fit as a 
Family at one Table, =Y diſcern the Lords'Body, and'feed upon it, and not be 
condemned, and herein God commends his'Love unto you;”1in that he furniſh- 
eth his Table for you, and gives-you to drink of the River:of his Pleaſure free- 


ly; and this is the Qup of the New Teſtamenr'in his Blood, which is his Life, 


and 
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and it doth not corrupt or decay 1n it {glf, but is always new and freſty, and 1i- 
ving ; and fo thereis a time when the Lite opens and miniſters, and there is a 
time to recetve it, and a,rime to,retajn. it, ,and'a time toteed upon it, and 4 
time toencreaſe init, anda time When ſomegfiay beTpared,#and a time to deal 
it ; and this is the Son of Wiſdom that abides'in the Fathers houſe, and is al- 
wayes1n his Prelence, and-knowsghe Fathers time un giving, and obſerves rhe 
Fathers time in diſpoſing, and-he neither careleisly hides his = nor pro- 
dgally ſpends it, bur in the Fathers counſel is ordered aright:* therefore every 
one know your 'own portion. and when ye meet- together in one place;fr 
down atthe Lords Table, eat his Body, drink his Cup, tor that is your portion, 
and alwayes feel it new in the Kibgdbni,' andido not give your own portion 
unto any, until you haveenough tor your {elves, and ſometo ſpare , for when 
God commendeth his Loye unto you and that ye taſte how gogd he is, then 
ſink down into it, that yot may cormg more into the fulneſs , and what is gi- 
ven receive it as your own portion, and feed > wa it and = in it, andrun 
not from the Tablewitha taſte, and prodigally ſpend t , for {o you may give 
your own Bread away which God commends unto you for your own uſe, and 
thereby lole your portion, whilſt tl Children of the Kingdom fit at the Table 
and feed together at the Table, cating the Brea» Life, ard drinking the Cup 
of Blefling, and (o inherit. their ow , afd increaſe in it ,” and then the 
Cup overflows, and they can ſpare a little, and yet have enough for them- 
ſelves, and this is a ſafe ſtate for every one to keep at the Table of the Lord, 
*\ C p LSTEBDAN\L I! 
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Love and Peace, 


Unto all the upright Iſraelites, who are Born of the 
'_ Seed that are bleſſed for ever more. 


With ſome things opened concerning the two Seeds. 
To beread amnonefy nel Friends, when in the Fear of God 
they are met together in the ſame Spirit, that thereby the whole 
Body may be Edified, and Comforted; and all in one Life 
perteQly eſtabliſhed for ever. | 


This is only to goe amongſt Friends, and not otherwiſe. 
| VV. Ss. 


———————_—s —_ 


E Lambs of God, partakers of the Heavenly Calling, who have taſt- 
ed, and do taſte of the endleſs life, in which ye feel the Love where- 
with God loves you, in' the ſame loye I am preſent with you all 
where I behold you, and feel you as the bleſſed of the Lord, and in his 

loveI am moy'd 1n true teadernels to manifeſt —_— what in his life is freſh 
upon me, & though there be many of you amongſt whom my travel in body 
hath not been, yet my travel in Spirit is daily on your behalf, even breathing 
iq the Spiribfor ge good and wolkes of you all, fr you being brought before 
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me as one body, and beholding you as the gathered of the Lord, his love gi 
open plenrifull, in me to you wards, and as a freth and ling ſtream doth 
reach you in your habitations : that ye thereby may be edified and comforted , 
for ne he is our labour and Travel of love, but to inform one another, and e- 
difie one another in the truth of God , and to build up one another as dear 
children born of one life, in which life we are evmforred together, and have 
comfort in one another, you it is that from the beginning have ſeen the migh- 
ty acts of God, and are ſenſible of the power that hath preſerved you unto this 
preſent time, you can read the former mercies, and you can read the preſent 
mercies, and there 15 not any benefit flips out of your minds, but the rris ſence 
of all mercies remains with you, and you can reid them to be your Souls corm- 
for, it need not be repeated what God hath done for you, becauſe you are kept 
in the freſh ſence of what he is doing, a:d thereby feel him tobe the fame to 
day as yeſterday : Yea and much more abundant, for your kearr and minds be- 
ing ſingle unto God, 1o doth the Seed of God ſhed abroad the freſh Strerhs and 
Rivers of Life, in which ye haven raken root, and feeling the nouriſhment of 
the ſame, and ſpringing up through the nouriſhment which ye receive; ye 
are the true /ſrae/ites 1n d, not after the fleſh, bnt after the Sprrit, 1tr which 
Spirit ye receive life according to meaſure, and m the drawings and leadings 
the Spirit, goe on from one degree of G:dlinets to another, and ſo grow in- 
to a larger meaſure of the lite, and of :he glory, and fill preſs forward to the 
mark, for many may run, but It 1s one only that obtains the prize, for the Spi- 
rit is but one, ahd it is by the Spirit that life is obtained, an they that run in 
the Spirit, they only obtain the prize, and having obtained it, they know there 
1s nothing beyond it, and that all things below it have their period in it, for 
the life is the one, and the only true good, and there is no higher diſpenſation 
to be expected, neither is there any thing belides it true : now ye that are 
come to the endlels lite, ye are cometo the only true ſpirit of love and peace, 
and ye have your ſatisfation and conſolation in the virtue that proceeds from it, 
for in it (elf it is the fulneſs of everlaſting blefſedneſs and whatſoever would 
point yon unto any thing beyond it, as ſome more excellent and glorious admi- 
niſtration, do not yeild your ſelves to anſwer it, for that will run you into ap- 
prehenſions, conceptions, and comprehenſions, and fo draw your minds from 
the meaſure of Gods fpiriz, wherein the love and and life, and grace of God 
is freely diſpenſed, and whilſt you ate drawn to expect what may be, you will 
looſe rhe ſavor of lite that is preſent, and fo run into divers apprehenfions and 
conceptions, wilft you ſeerungly may be waiting upon the life, but the mind 
being ſingly ſtayed in the mealure of the ſpirit received. Every one comes to 
ſee and feel their own attainment, in the love, life, grace and mercy of God, 
not by any apprehenſion, but by an infallible Seal in the Spirits demonſtration, 
whereby they teel their own place and ſtanding to be ſure in the Spirit, and fo 
| hold unity in theSpurit inevery degree of the Spirit, and they are truly con- 
tented with their own attainments; and where any are behind them, and tra- 
velling in the ſame Spirit, they labour in love to bring ſuch forward in the 
drawings of the Spirit, and ſo into the place unto which they have attained 
before them, and then go forward in the movings of the ſpirit to attain what 
they have not yet attained, bur for any to hold forth a higher diſpenſation ge- 
nerally, as if none had already attained, and to lookar their place and ftand- 
ing to be higher than thoſe that have attained ; his is to ſer up Poophelies, be- 
fore the birth of the Son, and 3 ppg it is ſafe forevery one to confider their 
uuu own 
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own pl:ce and ſtanding, and unto what they have-attained to walk by the 
the ſame rule, and to mind the ſame thing, ſtill preſſing forward in the Spirit to 
attain what is ſet before them, and to gather ſuch as are behind them to come 
unto them, for none can gather into any higher place or degree in the Spirit, 
than the ſame place into which they have attained, and in which they ſtand, 
whexein they being contented, and eying the leadings of the ſpirit, look 
to the mark before them, and they look at thale that are following after them, 
in the ſame ſpirit : and ſo the love hath a free courſe throughout the whole 
body, and draws the weak and feeble which are following on 1n fingleneſs of 
heart, and cheriſhes themin the in true tenderneſs, that they may come up into- 
tlie ſarne place unto which any are attained in a higher degree, for though ma- 
ny experiences may be declared, which in themſelves may be really true, yet 
it the higheſt they are but effets wrought by the Spirit, and that which work- 
cth, is greater than that which is wrought, and is worthy of more Honour, 
and it js not tyed or limited.unto experiences, but worketh according to the 
good pleaſure of its own will, and they that py > 16g through any experi- 
Ences 1n the leadings of the Spirit, they are to inform the minds of all unto 
the Spirit, and leave the effects toits own pleaſure, which may work the ſame 
experience, or another experience by the- operation of its own power, and 
though experiences may not fully be the fame in every place, yet there may 
be a true growth witneſſed in the Spirit, and a going forward into the libe 

of its own life, and ſo thoſe that have paſſed through the Sea to gather ſuc 
unto them as are but coming out of EZgypz, and thoſe that are in the wilderneſs, 
to gather ſuch unto them, who are but-come through the Sea, and thoſe that 
are Entred into the good land, to gather all unto them that are following after 
them in the leadings of the Spirit, and this will bring all forward in the right 
Way, and the Cloud will be known before, and the Pillar of fire behind, and 
all 1/-ac/ will walk ſafely , and ſuch as are not come into the Land, they will 
be preſerved in their Travel, and in due time will be gathered unto thole that 
are entered, who are ſettled in the life, and ſealed n the life, which is the 
higheſt diſpenſationof God, and beſides which there is not any thing true, for 
the birth of the Son is the final end of all Propheſies, and there is not any dil- 
penſation greater, neither 1s there any to be expected higher, though divers 
manifeſtations may proceed from this liſe, according to time, yet in himſelf 
he is unchangable, and manifeſts his own mind, and will in his own pleaſure, 
and there is not any manifeſtation that proceeds from his life, that alters, or 
changes the ſubſtance of his own nature and being, for he is all glorious him- 
lelf, and there is not any glory beyond him or above him, and who are not yer 
attained to the full Reſurrection of his life, they are to mind their own degree 
unto which they have attained, and if they have attained unto any meaſure of 
the life, and the glory of the life, they are come to the laſt diſpenſation of glo- 
fy though may be not to the full and glory in that diſpenſation : and 
therefore they are to wait for the ful ling of what is behind in themſelves ; 
and not to diminiſh the Sons glory where he is riſen, by holding forth a higher 
diſpenſation of glory yet undiſcovered , for that is but a Prophefie which the 
birth of the Son fulfilleth ; and he is come unto whom all Propheſie pointeth, 
and in whom they are all fulfilled, and they that are born of his life, they can- 
not return into the Wilderne(s where temptations may enter, but lie in the bo- 
ſome of his love, and in the hour of temptation are preſerved by him, and here 
is the Creatures nothingnels, and Chriſt all in all; who isriches to the poor, and 
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' day of your weaknel(s, and who hath preſerved you in the 
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a Helper of the needy, and unto whom let your eyes be kept [ingle, ye dear 
1[rael of God , for he 1s the firſt, and heis the laſt, and beſides him there is no 
Saviour. Who is it that called you out of Egypr, and who hath led you by rhe 
hand in the day of your youngnels, and who hath lifted up your hands in the 

boar of remptarion, 
and who hath comforted you in your great affliction, and who hath eaſed you * 
of your burdens, and who hath delivered you out of your troubles, and who 
hath brought you into the place wherg you now ſtand, is there any beſides 
him that hath done any of thele things tor you ? Nay, it is he alone, and not 
another ; and whatſoever would leſſen the authority of his life muſt fall before 
him ,, for he is judge of all, and his judgments are truefor ever , and thougl 
his —_— be very great, yet doth not his judgments fail; tor many may 
ſecure elves, as it he was not come who hath all judgment committed to 
him, and ſo do rather judge his judgment than ſubmit unto it, and thereby 
harden themſelves in their own way.: now that every one in this may be care- 
ful, and none judge before the time; becauſe true judgment is committed un- 
to-ſuch as know his time, for they thar have his judgment, they have his com- 
paſſion alſo z and they do not judge in forwardne(s, but bear and ſuffer long 
in tenderneſs , but where his Compaſſion will not break, his judgment will cur 
down ,, and however it may berejected, yet it can never beavoided ; and they 
that are truly ſingle untd God, they rather fear the judgment than turn mevr 
it ; nay; _ it = not be true judgment, yet they will enter into a ſearch, 
and with Gods witneſs prove themſelves ; and if by the witneſs they be clear- 
ed, and can approve their hearts unto God, then they have their rejoycing in 
God, and:can truly pity. thoſe tharhave judged before the time, and this keeps 
out all prejudice, and rcaches the good in all that have judged amiſs, and ſo 
brings true 'judgment. over that ſpirit, which hath no judgment in the Son, 
but gives judgment againſt him, So you that have attained untoany meaſure- 
of the Life, tmind your place therein, keep low in the fear by which you will 
feel your growth, and 1o come from one degree to another by the Reſurrecti- 
on of the Seed, and there hold your unity and fellowſhip, conſidering one ano- 
ther in your places, and feeling the love of God in every degree unto which 
you are attained, and there yonr bowels will be full of tenderneſs, compaſſion, 
long-{uffering, meeknels and gentleneſs: there is the true bearing and forbear- 
ing one another, when you feel one another in the meaſure of Life, in which 
you love one another, even as Chriſt hath loved you, for whatſoever is begot- 
ten of God to breath after him, if it be never o little in the pure meaſure of life, 
that is to be tendered and cheriſhed.in all dearneſs, the bruiſed Reed is not to 
be broken, nor the ſmoking Flax is not to be quenched, and if any yet fit in 
Egypt, groaning under the burden of Pharaoh's oppreſſion, oh let your bowels 
break unto.ſuch, that in tenderneſs you may þe a comfort to them, knowin 
that the Lord had compaſſion ITT Oh inthatſtate, and' ſo reach the good 
in all, but let the obſtinate ſpirit be unto you a ſtranger, becauſe it burdens 
that which 1s tender towards God, and where tenderneſs is ſhewed unto that 
ſpirit, it ſtrengthens Pharaoh in his wickedneſs, and thereby add affliction up- 
on the Seed, and makes it groan under heavier weights and burdens. 

And now the day 1s come that puts a difference between the precious and 
the vile, I do not ſay it 15s to come, and is not, but that it is come, and alſ9 
coming, which manifeſts the nature of every Root and Branch, and therefore 
let all the upright /ſrae/ires walk in the day that is come, for it is the day of 


the 


80 | Upnght llraelices. | 1663 
the Lord. the day wherein the Sons glory is revealed, whoſe coming hath cau- 
ſed the nightto paſs away, and many can fay the night is over and gone, and 
the perfect day is come, the day in which the Sqn 1s born, and a child is gi- 


ven, whois the heir of life and bieffing : ohJet 1ſ7aelbe glad, and Facob rejoice, . 
for the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee, ariſe thou 1n it thou Child of Pro- 


miſc, ſhine forth in thy light, ſhine torthin thy glory, fay not iris yet ro come, 
but thine forth in that which is come, let not any thing diſcourage thee, for 
thy deliverer is come, follow him faithfully, and enter wit him into the Land 
of Reſt, and there inherit thy portion in his own fulneſs, where all rtue 7/74- 
elites rejoice together, where praiſes are {ung in unity, and no jar nor diſcord 
in the harmony, but the Lambs Songs, in the Lambs life, ro the Lambs glory 
over all for ever. | (le 44 OFITIC CITE 
* And now I beſeech you ſuffer the word of Exhortation, forve hne'another in 
every office of love, and let not greatneſs be in your eye, 'but watch bver -on6 
anothea in ſingleneſs of heart, and as dear children be at peace one with ano- 
ther, and have fervent love amongſt your ſelves, thar the fweet tment of 
of life may be a {weet ſavour in all your veſſels, and the virtue of its precious 
balm may heal in time what ſoever riles to offend the body, for it is the wiſe 
part of the old nature that ſecks for greatnels, from which nature all-prejudics 
and diſcord doth ariſe, but the birthof Lite is willing to ferve, and in ſerving 
no diſcord can enter, and as ye ſtand ſubmutted to rhe love, and inthe loye 
ſerve one anotlier, you will have true rejoycang together, even as a body com- 
poten and compacted in that wiſdome that ſeeks nothing bur the glory of God 
alone, | 
Behold Imake all things new, ſaith the Lord, my furnace ſhall ſeparate mix- 
tures, my fire ſhall conſume the earthly matter , the will of man ſhall bow, 
and the glory of all fleih ſhall pafs away, 'for the works of my hands are verity 
andtruth : who ſhall plead with me, and who ſhall ftapd in the mixture and 
not be confimed, for behold I come in power, and my Judgment is with me, 
faith the Lord God, and my love 1s to my own Seed, and my goodneſs doth 
not ceaſe, my own birth ſhall rejoice therein, let all feel my tender Seed, for 
my Jewels Iam making up,. and' binding together my choſen ones, and the 
new Heavens ſhall be their habitation, for it is my purpoſe to make all things 
new, and that which isnew ſhall only remain, and the glory thereof ſhall cover 
the the earth, and ſhall pine away that feeds not on my bread, but my Lambs 
ihall have pleaty in my houle, and rejoyce er at my Table, and I will 
be elocified over allflc{h forever, and the Soul that ſtands in my Council ſhall 
reſt in everlaſting peace, faith the Lord God Almighty. | 


Something opened concerning the two Seeds. 


Great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, Therefore the Trumpet is to give a cer- 
tain ſound, and the pipeis tomakea true diſtintion, for the trumpet is not to 
ſound againſt the Seed of God, neither is the pipe to play to rejoyce the Seed 


of the evil doer, but the trumpet and the. pipe is to d the two Seeds, 

in their ground and natures, and man is to beconſi as heis joyned to 

either, and 15 one with their nature, for man was created wholly a right Seed , 
an 
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and a noble Plant, and in that ſtare he ttood in the mercy, in the grace, and in 
the bleſſing, but he joyned to the evil Seed, and thereby degenerated into the 
Plant of a ftrange Vine, and (o became ſubject ro the will and wildom of the' 
fleſh, which was not of man, but of the evil Seed, tor man was ereated in the 
will and wiſdom of God, and in the righteous Seed of God he was a man, 
and bare the image of God in the true manhood, but the will and wildom et 
the fleſh was generated by the evil Seed, unto which man yielding himlelf, he 
entered into the beaſtly te of the Serpents nature, and fo loft his 
righteous _ in which he was created in the righteous Seed, and though 
man did thus degenerate from his created ſtate, and entered into that nature 
which is under the Curſe, yet he remains a man mn the property of his Trea- 
tion, and the nature of the evil Seed is the mans burden, and he groancth and 
travelleth in pain nnder it, being ſeparated by it from the bleſſed Communion 
of the fulneſs of his Creatour,and its the nature and properties of the evil Seed 
that God appears againſt and deſtroys for the mans fake, that by his own 
power he might ſet man free from that nature which is liable to the curſe for 
ever: andit 15 the work of God to ſave man, and not to deſtroy him ; for if 
the appearance of God ſhould univerſally deſtroy man, then there is nothing 
remains'to bereſtored, and therefore God appears againſt the evil Seed, and al- 
ſo againſt man, as he isone with that nature, and yet for man to redeem him 
out of that nature : And he appears in Judgment-ro deſtroy that nature by 
which man is oppreſſed and burdened, and lo to reconcile man to himſelf by 
Jeſvs Chriſt, and thus God appears in his free love, grace, and mercy unto 
man, but in judgment, wrath and vengeance, to cut oft and deſtroy the Seed 
of the evil doer z unto which nature man be joyned, and in which nature his 
mind being lifted up and exalted, he alſo partakes of the Judgement thar falls 
upon that- nature z for man being entered into the evil Seed, he is cloathed 
and covered with all the bad properties of its nature, and in thoſe properties 
he appears not as a man, but ar a oeaſt , for the manhood is: thereby captiva- 
ted, though the mind of the min be lifted up and exalted, yet the property 
of hil” nature as a man is ſorely oppreſſed and afflicted, and the Image of the 
manhood is buried andloſt under the evil properties of rhe evil ſeed, and there 
Death reigns over man, yet not ſo, as that it doth deftroy tle property of man, 
but only rats him, and alienates him from the center of the life of bleſſed- 
neſs, and is inthe ſeparated and alienated ſtate. The loveof Godin the light 
of his life doth reach unto man, and his grace or tavour appears unto him, and 
with his grace he viſits him, and with his light. and grace he ſhews man the 
evil into which he is entered, and doth convince him of it, that man thereby 
might turn his mind from the evil unto God, who is the chieteſt good, and 
ſo come to repentanee for all the evil that he hath commitred by the inſtiga- 
tion of the evil ſeed: and if man do not here lay hold upon the grace of God, 
and the favour of God, and field himſelf ro the drawings and leadings of it, 
and (o forſakethe evil of his doings by true repentance, he deſtroys himſelf in 
his gainlaying, not laying hold uponthe grace which is manifeſt from God 
unto him, ond is mighty to ſave him, he thereby becomes liable to the eternal 
judgment, wrath, and woe, even as doth the evil ſeed with all the evil pro- 
perties of it, and yet the grace doth appear unto man to ſave him, and not to 
deſtroy him : andas man lays hold upon the grace, and joyns unto it in its ap- 
pearance, 1o doth it ſeparate him from the nature of the evil ſeed, with all its 
evil properties , and it helps rhe man, and relieves the man by the power of its 
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own {trengrth, and by its power it judges the evil ſced, with all its motions and 
temptations, and thereby preſerveth the man, and f{aveth the man out of temp- 
tations, and ſoit is not of works, but by grece that man is ſaved, whileſt the 
evil (ecd in judgment is condemned, for grace 1s not the ſeed of the evil der, 


but unto the man, and though man be in bondage to the evil properties, yet - 


it helay hold upon che grace and receive it, then the grace worketh unto le- 
paration from the evil, tort doth not appear to {ave man in the eyi], but to 
ſeparate him from it, and {o cut off arftl deſtroy the evil in judgement, and 
thereby redeems, and ſaves, and ſanctihes, and reconciles, and juſtihies the man, 
and all the works in man, and {o man is wrought by the grace freely, and man 
is thereby ſaved and not deſtroyed. Sothe two ſeeds are to be diſtinguiſhed 
in their natures, which in themſelves can never be united, or otherwile, the 
cvil Seed may be ſtrengthned and made to rejoyce, which is to be judged,and 
the good Seed may be beaten down which is to be ſtrengthned and cheriſhed, 
and as the Love of God. doth open in its own freene(s unto man, if' the evil 
Sced draw that to it (elf, it will transform it ſelf into the likeneſs or ſhape, and 
lo ſhew- it (elf in the transformed Image, and appear as the higheſt good, yet 
the true birth ſees through its likenels to its nature, and cannot joya with it 
in unity, for contrary natures can never be united, and ſo grace is to the man, 
but judgment to the Seed of the evil doer, though transformed as an Angel 
of light, and as man receives the grace, ſo by the grace he is reſtored into the 
tulnels of the bleſſed Seed, and thereby et free from the nature and proper- 
ties of the evil Seed, forſaking the body of the Adamuical Heſh, and even into 
- the body of the everlaſting Seed of God, and ſo becomes united unto God by 
Jeſus Chriſt who is God and man : It is Gods witneſs that makes a true di- 
ſtinttion, and not any apprehenſion of the fleſhly wiſdom, for that will ſpeak 
peace to the oppreſling nature, whileſt the innocent Babe fits mourning under 
it, but by the witnels the two natures are ſeparated, and Judgment to whom 
Judgment, and Mercy to whom Mercy belengs, and fo by the power of God, 
the oppreſſion is judged, and the opreſfſed helped and relieved, and there is per- 
fect unity in the perfect life which is the bond of peace. | 

I am truly moved in that love which breaketh, diflolveth and melteth my 
heart to falute in all dearneſs and tenderneſs, the whole Family of my Fathers 
houte, and heirs of his Kingdom, in every Nation, Country and Iſland where 
rhis may be ordered to come, andthe God of all peace give unto you that 
peace whileſt the world cannot give you, nor mans power take from yo, 
where I lyedown and reſt with you, ye bleſſed of the Lord. 


Nottinoham County Goal | | *11* . 
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The End. 
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THE 


STANDING TRUTH: 


In which may be ſeen how every ones Houſe 1s ordered, and 
how their Families are providgd, and what Peace they have 
in their Dwellings, and whether they be CHRISTIANS 
or INFIDELS. 


With ſome Directions to the Everlaſting Reſt. 


ALSO A 


NARRATIVE 


Some Unjuſt and Cruel Dealings by William Pock- 
lington of North Collington in the County of 
Nottingham, againſt William Smith of 
Beſthorp in the ſame County, concerning 
Tythes: And ſomething touching 
Tythes in the Ground. 


With ſeveral Caſes ſtated concerning the Lew, and concerning the 
Prafice inthe Law ; and how the innocent People of God (cal- 
led Quakers) haveand do ſuffer in ſome Caſes contrary to the 
Law, and in ſome Cafes through the legal Prafitice in the Law. 


And the Liberty of all that ſuffer in Bonds for 7ythes, juſtly 
claimed and demanded upon good and found Gronnds from 
the Law. With many other Branches in Particular Caſes, 
Which are Publiſhcd in Love to all Pcople, 
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By William Smith. 
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READER, | | 

N the firſt part of this Book, thou maye$t behold the Univer - 
I ſal Love of God, with the Work of his Power, and thou maye$t 
A. alſo bebold bow man comes to be regenerated, and waſhed, by 
the Everlaſting Truth, and what the ſtate of man is in the Truth, 
and what the fate of man is out of the Truth ; and thou mayeſt ſe how 
Life is attained through Death, and how Reft and Peace in _ 
Jeſus comes to be poſſeſſed. In the middle part thou mayeft behold a 
Teftimony unto the Truth, and Enmity and Deceit in oppoſition to the 
Truth. In the latter part thou mayeft bebold divers Caſes ſtated, 
by which thou maye$t perceive ſomething of the Law, and thepra- 
fice init, and bow deeply, innocent ye gg for want of Right : 
And theſe things thou reading over, and diligently obſerving, it 
may overcome thee, to chuſe the better part ; and in ſo doing, thou 
wilt be kgpt out of all crooked and perverſe ways, and not run with 
thoſe that are wicked, nor joyn hands with cruel men. And as for 
thee middle part ofthis Book, coming to view, it is through a neceſſity 
upon me to dogood, and that Warning may be taken by all who in 
ſuch caſes are concerned: for 1 do not ow that part, becauſe 1 
would lay open the faults of any, neither to boa$t or glory over the 
weakneſs of any ; for Thave received the Love of God, and with that 
can cover a multitude of Offences ; though in the {1me Love a 
Neceſſity is upon me, to make ſuch Prafiices manifeſt, that whoſoe- 
wer is found in them, may ſpeedily repent and turn from them ; and 
that ſuch as are yet free from them, may be preſerved out of them. 
that ſo all may cometo find mercy with the Lord. And now let 
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To the Reader, 


thy mind be to the Good in thy ſelf, and with the Light of Chriſt 
Jelus read this Book thorough, and learn of the meek Spirit of God, 


for in that there is no envy ;ſo will it teach thee Truth, and lead thee 


into all Truth, where thou wilt feel the Everlafling Springs. and 
the pure Streams of cleanſing ; and as thou waite$t in the Spirit, 
thou wilt feel the Effefis of it to'be Love, and the Virtue of its na- 
ture, Gentleneſs and Peace; and if thou mindſt it, to obey it, thou 


mayeft do well, in which my labour will be anſwered, who deſires 
the well-being of all men. 


W. 5. 
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THE 


Standing Truth, &c, 


Ove is of God, and by the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, the Love of God is 
ſhed abroad in the hearts of all that believe , forthe Light is a ma- 
nifeſtation that beameth forth from the Love, and in the Light the 
Love is tendered, it is an univerſal Principle, that in its own purity 

diſcovereth the world in mans heart , for the univerſality of its manifeſtation 
is not incloſed within the compaſs of ariy bounds, but unto all men it gi- 
veth light, and makes manifeſt with its light, what is preſent in every man g 
and in this manifeſtation the darkneſs cannot limit it, for it is manifeſt in 
the univerſal love of God, to give light to all that are in darkneſs, that all in 
it might believe, and come to everlaſtirig Life. Now here is the Iove , of God 
firſt to man, which love being received, as in the Light it is manifeſted, then 
man comes to be drawn with the love of God, to loye God again, and this is 
perfett love, with which love the finner is ſought, and for ſin reproved, 
wherein the Lord God doth make known his own compaſſion to a ſinner, and 
doth manifeſt, That he would not the death of a ſinner, but hath given his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, Tor have ever- 
laiting Life. 

And with this light of Chriſt Jefus is every man enlightned that cometh 
into the world, and by ir, there is an.vniverſal manifeſtation of the love of 
God , and though the Lord God doth thus manifeſt his love unto man, and 
hath given to every mana meaſure of the 7% of Chriſt, with which he 
is enlightened, and with which he ſees his fin, yet man not obeying the Te- 
ſtimony of it, he abideth ſtill in darkneſs, and ſo he errs from the way of truth 
and life, and is a wanderer in defart places, and takes up his abode in the 
dark corners of the earth, and there fits eſtranged from God, ond alienated 
from his Life, and there man fuffers bondage and affliction in himſelf,his pain 
and his ſorrow is daily upon him, and his anguiſh and his grief is continually 
about him ; for no man can have true peace in his own houſe untill he come 
to the Lighs of Chriſt, with which he is enlightened , and after he is rurn- 
ed unto the Light, and come into obedience, then he hath a war to make, and 
a great battel to fight, before he can come to feel' his peace ſetled and ſeal- 
ed , for with the Light, the body of fin, and the body of death is diſcovered, 
and then man comes to ſee how many enemies doth compaſs him about, and 
how by them he is ſeparated from God , then he comes to ſee what he muſt 

' war 
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War againſt, and what Armour he muſt put on to ſtand inthe battel, and 
w hat weapon he muſt take to make way thorow his enemies ; and by believ- 
ing in the Light, and following the Light, he receives ſtrength againſt his foes, 
and having received the Light, he hath received the Love of God, and then 
he ſtands clad with the whole Armour of God, and takes the Sword of God, 
with which he (miteth to the heart of his enemies, and wounds them to death, 
ſo ſees his enemies fall before him, and whea they are fallen he caſts them our, 
and cleanſeth his houſe, and then Chritt Juſus takes the poſſeſſion, and he 
brings everlaſting peace in with him; "and this is a wiſe man, whoſe eye. 
looks to his own houſe, and takes care of his own family ; ſuch a man 
laves peace-at home, and delights to ſee his Family in order , he is a 
Chriſtian and not an Infidel , for all Infidels are unfaithful tothe Light, and 
ſo neglect their own houſes, and rake no care for their own family, and their 
houſeis out of order,and their Family is not provided for, and there is no peace 
in that houſe , for, when man's eye opens into the world, he lets his enemies 
into his houſe,, and they {it and rejoyce over him, there the luſt of the eye 
goeth forth, and the pride of Lite exalteth and ruleth, and in that part all en- 
vy, and malice, and evil-will is begotten and nouriſhed, and there the ſeed of 
the evil-doer hath his authority, and from his power proceeds all unrighteouſ- 
neſs, all the bad thoughts, -words, and deeds , it is the very Womb of cruel- 
ty,” and the Breaſt that nouriſherh the perſecuting Birth ; and whileſt this is 
Entertained , that peace of the houſe is diſturbed, and all the family is 
6ut of order, and 1 ſuch a man 15 worle than an Infidel, who takes not 
&re for his own Family, but lets in enemies, and entertains them, and 

5 harbours that which dilquieteth his Family, and deſtroys it , and then 

is own houfe being filled with enemies , and they fitting in Authority 
byer him, he becomes aQually diſpoſed by them, and in their nature he 
4ppears againſt others, and ſo envy, and malice, and evil-will, and cruelty, 
and perſecution is brought forth, and from the ſtrength of darkneſs with- 
in, it comes to be executed upon the innocent without, and this is the 
wicked ſtate, unto which there is no peace; but the righteous rejoyce 
in God, and in his Love their peace is ſealed: Now the Light being lo- 
ved, the houſe comes to be cleanſed, and all the old rubbiſh of envy 
and malice purged out z for the Power comes to have an operation in 
all that believe, and by its working it kills the luſt of the eye, and cuts 
down the pride of Life, and flayes the perverſe Nature in every part, and 
roots out the man of Sin, and brings down the Throne of Antichriſt, 
and fo the Seed of God riſeth, and the water of cleanſing is felt, and 
the little Leaven is known, that worketh all into a new Lump, fo that the 
heart and mind becomes clean, and the inward parts are waſhed, and 
here Chriſt is known in his power, and his Fan is felt to go in man, and 
the fire is felt that burns the chaffe, and for this end is Chriſt made ma- 
nifeſt ; and thus doth he come to man 1n the fall, his judnment is with 
him, yea it goes before him, .to cut down the Seed. of the evil doer : bur 
they who abide the day of his conn or ſtand before him when he thus 
appeareth, who love his refining hand, and turn not their back upon him, 
or who abide the furnace, until the work be | @-<0r% by him. Oh his ap- 
xerrance is dreadful whilſt the wicked ſtandeth , but his mercy is ſweet 
when the wicked is removed. And thus to be generated, is a work beyond 
man's own reaſon, and thus to be renewed and changed is aſtate no to be 
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comprehended : and who come to the putting off their old things, they are 
ready to receive new, and fo paſs from death to life in their wm, tun and 
then they are born again of incorruptible Seed, in which Seed the Goſpel is 
known, and Goſpel-Peace poſſeſſed , and there is Chriſt in his power over all, 
Herules in the Family, and all the houſe is in good order, and plentifully pro+ 
vided for , and he fills that houſe with his peace, and all the family have ful- 
nels of joy in his preſence, Here a man is in Chriſt, and is a Chriſtian, 
and then he is no more his own, but in the life he is diſpoſed, and all his 
_ pear for Gcdz Love is become his Garment, and Meckneſs the Gir- 
e of bits Loins , and this is the Birth þorn of God, and to do his will 
it doth delight z to love enemies is its nature, and it can feed them when they 
hunger, and give them drink when they thirſt , it cannot revilewhen it is re- 
viled, it cannot ſeek revenge when ir is perſecuted; for it is born of Love, and 
in Loveis naturally diſpoſed , and this the man that is after God, who is rege- 
nerated by the power of God, and'is born of the Seed of God, which Seedis 
holy, pure, and perfect, which Seed is Chriſt, the Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs 
of God z and as he-is; it himſelf, fo he is made the ſame to all thar are 
born of him , then man with his virtues becomes cloarhed, and is holy as he 
is holy, in which holineſs Go1 is ſeen, and in this pure = life of Chriſt, the 
pu eligion is known, a Religion undefiled, ( mark ) Chriſt undefiled, the 
eligion undefiled, ' and that Religon that is not 4o, is none of his, for the 
Religion ſtandeth in him, and all his freſh ſprings open in ir, the hea- 
—_— of Life is'felt, and known, and his ſtreams run and ceaſe not ; 
the Lord God doth open his Fountain, the ſtrength of his Love gces forth, 
the River cleanſeth the Valleys , and the {weetnels of its virtue 1s felt from 
Sea to Sea, the ſtrength of ir isv t, and the banks with its fulneſs 
are ready to break , this Religion flouriſheth in the Life, and in the Life 
ir ſtands firm for ever , and” of' its hedvehily | virrue there is no end, 
And here is the ſtanding Truth, in Which Truth Chriſt is fed upon , 
and the meat that endures to' evertaſting life is known, This « the 
Bread nhat comes down from Heaven, whith if a man eat be ſhall newer die ; 
and except man eat of this, he hath wo life in Chriſt , and in this all changeable 
things have their end, he puts that part down, out of which the many Reli- 
gions ariſe., and ſo they decay and wax'old, but he endures the ſame for ever, 
and brings in a ſtanding Religion in his own nature, and in this Religion there 
is no ir nor envy, nor perſecution, ( for that is C:i»'s mark) bur love, and 
peace and good will rowards all men, the love that- overcomes Caiz's nature, 
and races out his mark, and proclaims -Peace on earth, and Good-will amon#(t 
##en:: Here is Chriſt manifeſted in the Fathers Love, and he would xot the acath 
of « finzer, this is his mind; and a finner is contrary to his pure Nature, in 
which, tbere « zo ſin, Then they have not the'mind of Chritt that will &:B 
and perſecute about Religion, and Oppreſs thoſe that are contrary minded 
that is the work of Antichriſt wherever it is, afid ſuch are not redeemed out 
of the world, bur live init, and with that part flay-the Lamb, and crucifie the 
holy one, and that is ſpiritual Sodom and y Ate where 'the Juſt ſuffers , 
for man not being redeemed, hath a part ſtanding that doth not regard 
the Innocenoy , but rules over it, and there man is wiſe in his own 
eyes, and with that part he is lifted up, and under'that part doth the innocent 
uffer, and that is the part which defiles a man, and toſſes his mind with the 
Waves of its Sea ; for man can never come to true ſettlement , whilit rhat 
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part liveth in him, that. would be wije in knowledge put of :the;Life 3, ; ang 
hilt man is here lceking ro know, and tobe {axed Wick knowledge, tha 
very part comes over with a. vail, and blinds his nund trom that which he is 
feeking to know z, and this part will, wreſt things according, to 'its. own ap- 
prehenlion, and trom its own apprehenſion will draw concluſions, and that 
does thicken the vail upon man's heart, but never removes it , and man be- 
ing thus ſcituate in his own YVadoae and Reaſon,,and with: that PAIF 
comprehending, he ſtands at the greatelt diſtance; from that through which 
the things of God are revealed, and. his mind js ppt fimple to, receive;the 
ſimple Truth,. but in the. ſubtile wiſdgm of the fighh, iand the reaſon in thas 
art, he is ſtriving to comprehend , .and:here many ſeek but find not, as 
but receive not, they are amiſs in themlelyes, and would receivg;thing$ 
into that part which God doth never ;an{wer 4 and many lie hete unlay 
tisfied, and many alſo that {atisfie. themſelves with that, which, they bays 
comprehended, into which their belief is;entered, though from Gogthat part 
was never anſwered, and {q they build their neſts on lngh, and -ja thei wilt 
dome ſit puffed up, and there the Fowls of the Air pleale thetaſelves with 
notions, with which the juſt are oppreſled, _ 

Oh how many entertain their enemy in their houſe, how' do they; harbour 
him, and lodge him, and every way ſeek to pleaſe ;him, as the; moſt wore 
thy Gueſt, but the beſt Friend may ſtand and knogk;. and not a dogr open 
to let him in ! Oh that people did but conſider their preſent ſtates, how js man 
filled with that which the enemy brings home, & how does he receive is as the 
moſt lovely thing, if the old wildome doth but tua, and the old reaſon 
bring it home, with what joy-1s that entertained, gnd how ;choiccly is that 
_ treafured up, and what: pride and glory doth mantake in ſuch riches, it 
needs not be anſwered in words, for he that with the Light of Chriſt will 
ſearch his own houſe, may, find it to be; ſo, ang receiyg.an. anſwer from the 
VVitnels of Godin his own.Conlcience? and therefgrq, it is high time for all 
people , of all ſorts- and. Seats, toawaks., for time 15.{wift, and- being paſt, 
none can make it. their -own.again.. Qh ſearch wyth that of God in you, thar 
which bears the burden of uncleanneſs, and- of all your own righteouſneſ. 
Oh down intg,the deeps, where you; never;yet Raye, been, that you may 
come to clearnels. in the bottome, and learn the wonders of the Lord in that 
place ; and if you-love the Light, you {may ſee your-Gueſts, and how with 
{trangers eyery room of your houſe is;filled, and how the Son of. Peace and 
Love is excluded and ſhut out , he is too low for,-your VViddome, and 
too mean for your Reaſon, and when he would. .come in' by: his Light, 
and beger your love unto him, your eye cannot: behold: any comlinets in 
him, and fo you exclude him as not worthy of acceptation z' and: he being 
thus rejected, that is holy , and meek, and juſt ,! and good g. what can 
your houſes be filled withal but paſſion) 4nd deceit, and envy, and:ma- 
lice, yea, rottenneſs and Hy e is] 11 yab reoms,: and with ſuch 
Gueſts your houſes are filled , and therg-is 4m ugdlagn Houle, and an 'un- 
clean. heart and mind, which God's beeſome of ;Jijdginent, muſt paſs tho- 
row, before the Son of Peace come inte that houſe tai govern :: So in 
the univerſal Love of God, here is the T»ath, laid down; 45:4t:4-in Feſws, 
that all who ſeek after the Lord God, may be infortned ; into. the right way, 
and let them mind well, what here briefly followerþ»., - © | FY 
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+ The Light eothes/ from God, and thines in darkneſs, Whdrwith-the Lipbr 

knels 1s diſcovered ;: for” the lghr: 1s not -of.darknets , mou xt thines if 
darkack ;| hut with.its; mapifeſtarign.ic ſheweih and Teproveth darkneſs with 
its deeds, and thats sbe.firit Principle of pure Religion,'and rhe frft ſtap/itp- 
tothe way ol peace::-:tat to obey the light, is roobev Chrift the poiver of God, 
and - through - obedicace, -whearhe' light reproverh,. the power is felt *to 
zake- awa ns moral ficen judgment is executed upon that nx 
cos. hath tran{geeſſed; for the tar minded;: ® begets man iti 
ro 4ſelf degial;; and; eads/ him, in-the daily Crols, to all that which'ir doth 
reprove jnlum, « &thenthe Powet cructfies thatpart down which hath dif- 
quieted; and tro man an hinafelf, and through the power,-man cdmes tb 
his Peace z forthe way of the Crolsis the way of Peace, andthe Crofs is the 
Power of God, and the Power ſtands in the way which leads unto if ,j. #nd 
ſelf muſt bow and be humbled unto it, and the Croſs muſt be daily taken up 
to that part which would fave its lite, and there muſt not be a turning aſide to 
to fli >rofs, -for that which draweth to doto; is darkneſs and not light, 
and there is a part in man, that is very hard'y brought to the Croſs ; and if it 
be brought untg it, it 15a very ard thing ro keep it there y. the lifg is ſweet, 
and e t--4elf, and-1atheniarkes\Hrardedti ito wrgft aſide om the 
Crols, and that which ox 2x9 (pt wreſt the Scriptures alſo, 
unto which it draws the mind,-and "wall ug efence for its liberty: here 
darkneſs wreſteth, and then catcheth and eninareth, and the old Wiſdom and 


Reaſon doth here betray the Innocency, and ſuch never come clearly tharo 
thourghthey may have teen fome 85 3 fot 'the Crofs being dentc gs + 
the Judgment fled, man never cor chinged; bur abides 1n the vitha- 
ture; and what he hath ſeen afar off; vo gudatest iro the oh part, and With 
that unrightcous part; /he-holds the Teath ; ard thar is the part whith loy 

not the Crofs , wager pa nh. nom # ne tne ears" to firdr let hb 
heer,, When'a man wait ſtand” till; and eye the Power, ind the work A 
Power in hicaſelf, then he-thes from whence Hib'Salvarion cometh ; and then 
Chrift is known in-his Power, and reevivatt in his Power,” and there is no tea- 
foning againſt him CT EI Ire fol eoldnirare; 
and humbles.it dowp4dtheabirh, aeelorutifethewortd tiito milh, and tir 
anothe-world ; andcherbhelokave bvi life) with all his Weeſthi adult 
hisold garments are RvPpPediRe *nd thewHing 4nd Aung ceaſeth in 
him ;. and all his outs eaſoti cores into filence); afidt there he 
hes before the Power @mkedOldhl,.and 5n chitftare wairs for an etitranctin* 
toancw life, whichithrouph theT 86 is attaintd'; "and theres paring frown 
Deathto Life, and-Chaiſhjeſwis ehwnfnowh; and Life inhith, 21d{0 wfin? 


AſO ah 
nocene tinth is borriefthy Seb#of GH; ind nan rifes iN ChAF, ad Bobbie? | 
an-h6ir of Life and bleFing, and thewhe' knows the Kingdom atld-r | Rig 
tance, and rhars be pn the Pete and the Joy ; —_— the x mnt: 
fetis irs-perfect beanty,\imirs -own perfedt righttonlneſs, and perfect hdlinefs, 
and the glosy of it ſpreads abevad; «hd this is a fate thit can neyer be tom- 
patied, norartained,bur as in it ſelf it is revealed; for the ſFrongelt Reafon of 
garris below ir, and the deepeſt-of hiy Wiſdom carnor fattiam ir, nor compaſs 
it; neirher is there any other way ropoſſeſs it, but through death to all that 
part which would compals it, and comprehend it, therefore every man to 
become a fooll, thar he may be wife , and if people would but come to ſach 2 
(tare, they might behold the Son ig his beauty,cand the glorÞ of his we 75 
Dn henſible 
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henſible Life arid Wiſdom, which many are come to witheſs to his praiſe for 
evermore. And all that would'be anſwered with'Peace, 'myft come to the ſim- 
ple ſtate z, for the ſimple ſearcher createth grief andrrouble , and therefore 
every man and woman to deny themſelves, and receive Chiift Jeſus, in rhe 
deſpiſed way of the Croſs, that he may baptize them into his Neath, and 
raile them again in his own Life, and then his Life, and Power,” atd Wiſdom 
ſpreads abroad, and his Kingdome over all is ſet, and there isreſt fram labour, 
and ſitting down va wpeh 1 The Inheritance known in the Rinedome, 
the Poſſelfon known in the Riches of it, then man knows his portion 1n God, 
whois the Fountain of everlaſtin = 1 rank thee, O Fathey, Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, thit thou baf id theſe things from the wiſt and prudeny 
of the world, and haſt revealed them unto Babes, even ſo Father, becauſe rhy 
good pleaſure © ſach, We] RG 


eA Narrative of ſome Unjuit. and Cruel 
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J Fi receved the Truth of God, and coming to walk in obedience to it, 
® 2nd to live in it, Icame' to be convinced by it, of the unlawfulneſs of ma- 
ny chiogs, - that in times paſt T had praQtiſed, and obſerved, and aniongf di- 

Agr ings, I was conyinced. in my Conſcience of the unlawfulneſs of 
Tythes and being ſo convinced, 1 conſidered them in the ground, be- 
cauſe 1 would noe keep back any thing another, that might be his right : 
And waiting in that which did convince me of the unlawfulneſs of them, it 
was manifeſted to my vu ding, that the ofthem under the Gol: 
pet, was wholly out of the Truth , and beſides, if any man had a due in ſuch 
a part of my E te, aS was under the Law, when fuch a part was due to CEr- 
tau) people, and for certain uſes, yet I found thee the ſame uſe was not made 
of that part now, neither were they ſuch « peoplethat now in divers places did 
receive them , for under tho Low they woe paienothe Sraocbicnle, and the 
Levites had one part, and the Fat » and Strangers, and Widdows they 
were relieved with another part, ſo that the Srorehoule did ſupply the neceſſity 
6f many, and there was not an1 riator known in that day, to have his 
own private Barn to gather his Tythes into, and diſpoſe of them to his own 
tema ts ne gran repent Rounder the Law, 
ant the uſe of them then, and Tyths at this day, and the uſe of them now , 
I alſo was convinced, that Chriſt Jeſus was come to be the end of the Lew, and 
the end of that Prieſthood ,, and the Pricitheod _ changed, there u of neceſſity 


4 change of the Lew ; and thet by Chriſt Hy Life and Immortality was brought 


to light throngh the Goſpel , and that a free ation Was now to be enjoyed, 
-and lived in: And ſtill waiting to underſtand thele things perfe&ly, Icame to 
know my own freedome, ” e power of Truth, and in my own heart, and 
the Truth ſet me free from that ſtate where I had been in bondage, and 
ſol was gathered by the Light of Chriſt Jelus manifeſt in my Conlcience, 


into 
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into the love, of God, where he opened. his Fountain, and 1- taſted the freenels 
of his grace;.and of his, Mercy ; 2hd ia this diſpenſation, the Son of God was 
revealed in me, and then] knew the Law, to be fuliilled by hiin, and all the 
Types and Figures, and Shadows, and yariable tlungs t palsaway, andcome 


' to theirgnd, then, was wy,pnderſjanding perfectly informed, concerning the 


particular caſe.of Tythez,andI way glgzr.in my;underſtanding, that no Corg- 
mandmeat itood jn torga.tar the cantipuing of them , but by Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Law and the Commmaggment. was tulfiled, and;that no man had any right, 
either to give or ſell_x9.another any; part of that jncreaſe which the Lord 39- 
creaſed unto me, and was+truly the. fruit of my own labour and hargs : And 
upon this ground; Icould not for Conlcjence-lakg towards God, obſerve that 
Practiſe or Cuſtome of Tythes.any, longer, though before I had done it with 
great diligence, yet now 1 could not.{gt out any paxt of that to another, which 
9» ſatisfied was my own $5 but I did.naind to ater my Corn, as it came in 
order, without ng Rogee of any.man., And willzem Pocklizgton of North 
Collingham, was at that time the Farmer by. Leale, from the Impropriator, gf 
that part called Tythes, within tha. place where Thad Corn growing , bur 
this is tobe noted, how that he had;aGigned the intereſt of his Leaſe, unto Ax- 
thoxy peck lin? toy his Brother, as ths fad Anthony told me him ſelf, and gs 
there was ſufficient cauſe. belizyg.3t ; far the ſaid Anthony was in poſſeſſion, 
and did gather the 'T _ tus own. uſe ; by which it doth eyidently appear, 
that the preſent polleſhon, after ghg qzagner of the Law, did lic in 4nthopy, 
and not 1n #lliam : Yo ry | as ſaid Oyan cauſed a rc 
Warrant: to be brought againſt me, and iued men his own name : and one 
ohn T aylor came income ing houſe, and;did: Arreſt my Body at #4l;- 


am Pocklington's (uit, 10 ike the Warrant, and he ilewed it un- 


to me, and I found theday;of nao 09 pt according, to the War- 
rant ; and when I Ho kak L.7.ar6p; of it, left me and went his way : 
then the ſaid william, procured abotherSherriffs Warrant againſt me, and one 
Fobn white came to my houle and-gad Arreſt my Body, and he gave me time 
until the next moraing, t9-come' t9.his houſe at Newark, and when I came 
there, I found william Pocklingtop, 'who would have been drawing of me to 
Compoſition, and £2d howould pur (eto me, if I would but give him any 
thing ; bart © could: 006 Rees to give him- any thing upon that account, 
whereupon he cauſed  meto be ſear to Nottingham Prilon, and it being men- 
tioned in the Warrant.that the Gogler was to keep me aſe, fo as the Sheriff 
might have my Body, an one of the.Courts at weſiminſter, ſuch a day before 
Olzver Cromwels Judges, to anſwer the faid willizm in a Pleas of Treſpaſs: I 
was defirous.to have gone, and given lim an anſwer, but without an Attor- 
ney nothing would be accepted, though there is not any Law to compel a man 
to uſe an Attorney in ſuch a calc, buy 4n tus own perioa he is to appear , which 
thing I was very _— ; to have dane, but I was keptcloſe Priſoner, until the 
F appearance, and alſo at the;gay; and after the day, and was not ſuf- 

fered to have any liberty at all, but was kept amongſt the Felons in the Dun- 
geon, and ſo continued a Priſoner- about 21 weeks, and then I was ſeat for 
to £enden by a Warrant from a Commitee of parliament, and I appeared be- 
fore them, by whom my liberty at that time was obtained, and I was (et free 
from my Impriſonment. And a little time after [had much weakneſs up- 
on my Body, andI was ſo'weak that I had not been out of my Bed for about 
three weeks, neither could oy wy on my feet ; ang in that very time, _ in 
2444 at 
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that exercile, the ſaid ;1;2, Pocklington procured another Sheriffs Warrari 
againſt me, and one Fohx 21u{ſon came to my and by miaking' a lye, he 
got inro the room where I lodged, and did by Body in Bed, at liam 
Pocilinzto's ſuit, and preſently after him came Fob Taylor, and he asked wie 
what I would do ? Itold chem they had my Body, rhey might #6"what —-— 
were permitted ; unto which Tay/or ied, that Mr. Pock zpgror {dith, 1f 3 
cannot ride, he will hire'a C:rt to carry you to'N' ttingham. $0 I was willing to 
give them Bond to appear, defiring to have cotne ar thar time to 2 Tryal with 
; Fin, and for that end I procured two Friends t6'be boundwithinefor,my ap- 
+ pearance : Thomas Elſon of Gerton was one, and Rybert Crapil of North ( 
ebacs was the other , and after theBynd was ſerled a1: botthed, the ſaid 
- Myſſon did Arreſt Thoms 45 a in the Chamber, at the 1-:4 /"Y7Ulram Pockling- 
' hami's Suit alſo z and he not being willing to an[wer their practice, he halle 
him away : and the ſame day another-Friend was Arreſted,” called /rillian 
Theype of Gerton, at VVi' iam Pocklingrow'$'-Suit ally, 20> they were both ſent 
to Priſon , though ſuch perſons as bt eur ne ne rt» the Tythes'in that 
place, hadtaken Cornand Hay from'them, borh In the Hldoks and rhe Fields: 
* but the ſaid /7/7iams Pocklington releaſed the ſaid PFiNiam Thorpe within a lit- 
tle time, and continued Thomas Elſam many weeks, and then releaſed him at- 
ſo. $0, according to my Bond T went to London, ghd was there it the day of 
appearance, anddid appear in my own'perſon before rhe Judge,” in the (arte 
Court as was expreſſed in the Warrafit and in the Bond, and Thad an Attorney 
of the ſame Court with me, was aneye-witneſs bf-rhy appearance , whi 
'* being done, I gave him order to enter it in the Office, according to their prat- 
ice, and he told me hedid'ſo: but the'faid 7/7il;am did not proceed any far- 
ther againſt me at that time, but cauſed Robert Carnil, who was one of my 
"Bonds-men, to be Arreſted at the Suit of the Sheriff, upon the forfeiture of the 
"Bond, though the Bond was wholly diſch by'mny Appearance, as before 
is mentioned , yet notwitſtanding the ſajd Reberr Carniilwas ſent to Norting- 
bam Priſon, and there did remain'a r about 'twelve weeks, about 
which time I releaſed his Body by a Saperceds : then he let all his Suits fall, 
and cauſed my Corn to be taken 1n Harveſt time z and thoſe thar he imployed, 
took away my Corn in their own wil, and this they have done for two years 
laſt paſt ; yet EY he hath cauſed another Warrant to be brought 
againſt me, which was ſerved upon me the ſeventh day of the eighth month 
1662. I being in the Priſon'at Nottingham to viſit Friends that were in Bonds, 
the Under-Goaler brought me the Warrant, and ſhewed it me, and faid it 
was at Pock/ingtors Suit, by which Iam now deteyned a Priſoner , and the 
' {aid Pocklington meeting the Under-Goaler about two days after, he bid him 
rell his Mafter, that he ſhould not let me have any liberty, ( as the Under-Goa- 
ler told me ) tor if he did, he would complain to the Sheriff: by which prac- 
ice his Spirit is made manifeſt to all reaſonable men, and every moderate eye 
may ſeethar he is not cloathed with Chriſtianity, which is zo love exemies, but 
hath a Heathens Nature, and the mark of the Beaſt in his forchead, and his 
envy doth appear to be exceeding great, who cannot appeaſe it in ſo many 
years together, bur till preſſes forward tothe filling up of his meaſure, whic 
15 very neer at hand ; and though I have patience 1n the love of God to bear 
theſe things, and have from time to time overcome theevil with good, yet I 
am free to open, wherein, and in what youn I might or may take juſt advan- 
tage according to the Law, ſo far. as I amfree to uſe it, both in —_— - 
mlſelf, 
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7 ” um 1nployed 1a that te, whoſe proceedin < 


himlelf, and ſome others | | 
» 4510 thele particulars following may be clearly 


have been illegal and unj 
ſeen, 

1, The Suing ofme-n his own name, when-the Intereſt was-in another,-as 
before is mentioned, and inthat Cate being falſely impriſoned by him about 
a oye —_— NY a 

. 3+; To Sug me agayn thy ye Ty n name,w 1 
dd hindi ano & afar nt -<-- apply FRneery y] 
0 Lend ! Rrnceeged wget rene Ano 4: 

3. . Aves Robert Carnil to be rreed Ku RI Oh, & hen 
[hacllhargd the Bly a0 afrare, ad"09 had 
cau | 1 DE. £N ACC. r Can \ in 
the Cid Rakes fall y to be imif i ned 7 IN TATE Ke: a0 - 
« 4+ To Yue mengiinehus laſt time; and fs vitgend tak Ot 16 dCtaken 
By | ſpoiled as afore ſaid , and there being now Eccleſia ny Fours 10 which 
all Caſes of Tythes are to be tryed, according to thit > xv an 
Temporal Court whatloever, which doth amuunt to falſe Impriſonment for ſo 
long as I ſhall continue a Priſoner upon this account, _ 
- Then concerning others, which have been imployet by hin in that: very 
buſineſs, who have acted illegally and contraryto Law , AsFrſt, John ah. 1 
coming into my dwelling houte, and there Arreſting my Body, when the day 
of Appeatance was paſt p16 the'Warrane, and {o he had no authority 
nor lawful Power, either to come tto my houſt;'or Arreſt my Body, 

': Then'concerning thole that have forcibly ren away my Corn, though I 
did never oppoſe them by 7; yer agaiait chem all I bear forth my Tefti- 
mony in'the Truth; and there were four concerned -in that matter, namely, 
Suttdai of | Bejthorp, D awlton-of pr Richard Lightfot of North-Colling- 
ham, ' and Pocklingron's own Servant,” whoſEname Tknow trot ;- and I did ler 
all theſe men know, 'asT had opportunity to'fpeak to them, that they did me 
wrotig, and warned them to take heed what 'they did ii that caſe, and told 
them. I did not give any conleat for them to'take away my Corn , yet not- 
withſtanding they proceeded fo to do from time to time, which doth amount 
on their part to a forcible taking, though never oppoſed by reſiſting , and be- 
ſides, the Law doth not give any ſfuch- power to take Tythes, but only binds 
the party to ſet them forth, and not to carry-rhem away , therefore theſe per- 
ſons aforeſaid, are-no leſs: than deeptranigrefiors of the Law, and have made 
themſelves liable to'the Law, as there: is freedom 'to make uſe: of their own 
weapon : and hereby all ſober people may nl how this mans houſe hath been 
furnuhed with envy, and though! he hath had fo/many years to empty it, yet 
he hath not cleared it, as by his praftice is manifeſt; but Idefire his eyes may 

be opened, and that he may {ee the end of thoſe things, and come to Repen- 

tance before it be too late, for his glaſs is almoſt run, and wirhout Repen- 

tance his end will be bitterneſs, ahd I would have him know; that there is a 

Righteons God that judgeth between him and me this-day,' and into his hand 

alone I commut my innocent Caule, | 
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He Law Was _— Moſes, and vnder that Law ,T lone ed . 
T: and they we . Qt 10 ke back, tor in doing j frems was 4 Fed's 
that th hace BAI 6 and they were to we gervs - wh 0. wt 
Score-houle , that there might. bs/ mer. enough , Fatherleſs, 
Strangers, and . Widows mught.be relieved, and o—_ ITT fo here was 
the firſt Tovengnt with its Law, and;Pgigſthaail, any gy , and Tem- 
Pte. and Sacrifices, and Otferings of diyers ſorts z and Meats, and Dranks, 


divers Walkngss al all which was but @ Figure of him ther was to come, 
Chrift eſus : for 


w made nothing, perfet,.bus. the bringing in of. 8 
better hope did z and when a es yo on and Shadows the better hope 
was brought in, thea was 449ſes and his Admuniſtration fulfilled, with all things 
that did pertainuntoitz andin of time. Chr4h Fes came}, 'and Grace 
and Truth came by him z which Grace and _Y 1s: free, and ends the firſt 
Coveaant, with all its Services and Ordinances, and eſtabliheth:;a new 'Co- 
Venant upon better Tron, þ in which Chryit {ng is known to be the High- 
Prieſt over the Houſe of God, and there. is Goſpel free, without money 
or wicho4t price, and the Grace free which ſaveth, and got the worksof the firſt 
Covenant ; and it was never-the of Chriſt, ot his Apoſtles, to take 
Tythes, or to Sue people for ; 'nether 4s "the name of -an Impro- 
priator to be and! in rf Scripruees , and how theſe things did: come to 
pals let people conſider z for Chriftaor his Diſciples did never receive Tythes, 
neither gaveany Commandment for any man to take them, or for any man to 
pay them ; then ſuch as now take them, and Sue at Law for them, do 
not walk citker by Precept or Example from Chrwlt or his Apoſtles, and thens- 
fore their practice is altogether unlawful, And out 'of .che Truth, and all Im- 
propriators are wholly excluded throughout the Scriptures ; for Tythes under 
the Law were never ap —_ to any under that name, therefore they cannot 
have any juſt right in 
Qbjet, But ſome may "fax Surely the have they greate#t right to Tythes, be- 
] - 4Þ 4 
cauſe they have purchaſed t and the Law hath made Tythes to become un- 
to them, as an Efate in Fee- Simple ? ? 
Anſw, There not being either Precept or Preſident from Chriſt nor his Apo- 
ſtles, ncr no ſuch Inſtitution under the Goſpel, it muſt needs remove this Oh. 


jection 
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jetion wholly , and that any mari'can have juft power to-ſell the labour af a- 
nother, or ahy increaſe that riſes from his labour, and to giye-unto anorger 
ſon an intereſt in it, as an Eſtate of Inheritance, this will ,not ſtand with 
the reaſonable part of a man: for that which doth atiſe to one man through the 
labour of another man, cannot ſtand for a certain Intereſt ; becauſe it comerh 
through labour and charge, and not through aty thing certain ; fo that if a 
man labour not, thien the. party that doth claim an intereſt in, his increaſe, , is 
wholly diſleized and diſpoſleſled of that part which he claims as an Inheritance; 
and the ſelling and bying of Tythes is come in of late years, compared with 
the years ſince the Apoſtles time ; and both the buyer and the Seller were :un- 
der a vail of thick darkneſs at that time, which the Light of the Lord doth 
now make manifeſt , and it is now feen with-a clear eye, that ſuch things 
are come to paſs in the Apoſtacy, and inſtituted after the Inventions of INER, 
and not after Chriſt the V Viſdome of God , ahd therefore they are 'now t6 
be denyed, and the Root of them plucked up and deſtroyed, and not toſtand 
in any place, nor unto any. man , for Grace and Truth 18 come by Jeſus 
Chriſt, in which Grace and Truth the Freedome is known, and Tythes, as 
now uſed in Enzland, are an invention of the Pope , and who vvould 

knovyv their riſe and ſetting up, muſt look into. Hiſtories for their ground 
for in the Goſpel-Scriptures there is no ground for them to tand upon , and 
Yerfeganan Antiquary doth relate their veryriſe in £»g/a7d, and doth declare 
that Pope Grezory ſent over a company of his Prieſthood and Officers into the 
Iſland of Erngiaed, who preached their Dotrine, and turned many to their 
Faith ; and then the Pope ſent them a Letter to take the free, gift of ſuch as 
they had converted, and to live upon it : which thing they at the firſt did, as 
the Hiſtory relates, and thoſe gifts vvere all brought into-one place, out of 
which the neceſſities of thoſe were ſupplyed whom it concerned ; but after 
they had ſpread their Doctrine more generally, and that there was an increaſe 
amongſt __ in their practiſe, then they began to divide the whole into par- 
ticulars, and appointed to each man his place of Cure, which he was to take 
the charge of, and to receive their particular gifts, but not to receive or 
take of any other but ſuch as were of his Faith, and owned his practile ; 
And here was the firſt inftitution of Parithes, and Pariſh Churches in England, 
according, to — and when they were thus ſettled, and that the pifts 
would not anſwer their particular {ome beginning to cool in their love, 
and in their zeal, and were not o liberal in giving as ſomerimes they had been, 
then the Pope decreed a Law, and by that Law gave his Prieſts power to com- 
el the Tenth part of increaſe from all people generally, which before was 
hs 2 free gift from ſome, as may be ſeen more at large 1n the Hiſtory. And 
here was the firſt ground of Pariſhes in Zng/azd, and out of which Parith 
Churches are ſprung, which People now make ſo much todo about : And 
here alſo was the firfit Law for compelling the payment of Tythes. And 
after proceſs of time, it came to pals that the Popes power was denyed in 
En»land, then what had been gained unto Abbies and Monaſteries, with a 
vreat part of predial Tythes, was diſpoſed into a general ſervice, by way of 
Sale, and ſo became converted into the hands of Lay perſons, who were cal- 
ted Impropriators : And here is theground from whence they riſe, and all the 
right they can claim originally for their Tythes. And.now whether the Pariſh 

Churches and Tythes, and Worſhip, which are praiſed in Pariſh Churches, 
have 2 ſound root, let all 1" Tax conſider ? And whether their ground 

be 
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be ſufficierit for any man'to perlecute another, either for not paying Tythes, 
cr for not going to the Pariſh Church, or for not Conforming to- the Wor- 
ſhy which there is practiſed ? And how people can ſtand by thele things, 
and yet profeſs Chriſtianity ? and whether they do. not ſtand upon a ſlipp 

place, let them all conſider ? But many are come to know the Lord Jefus E wilt 
and by his power are redeemed out of all Inventions, and Will-worſtyps, and 
are made a free People in his Life, and Wiſdom, and he oyer all is exalted, 
and his Kingdome 1s ſet, and ſtandeth firm, in which 1s Righteouſneſs, and 
Peace, and Joy for ever. 

And now the root of this matter being found in a corrupted earth, the fruix 
of its natue hath its perfe& favour, and many have talted of its bitterneſs 
from time to time, until this day ; and there hath been fince the, firſt Inſtitu+ 
tion, ſeveral Laws made, 'tor the continuing of the Payment of '[ythes in 
general, yet by all the Laws 1n that, caſe made, the recovering of Tythes 
, was referred. to Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and by Eccleſtaſtical Judges, and not in 
any Temporal Court whatſoever, as in divers .Statures for. recovering of 
Tythes may be mentioned. One 1n particular Iſhall quote, namely 3. Edw. 6. 
Chap. 13. And that it {tall not be law) ul unto the Parſon, Vicar, Proprietor, Own- 
er, or othey their Farmer, or Deputies, contrary to tnis Att, to Covenant or Sue 
ſrech withholder of Tythes, Obventions, or other Duties afore (aid, before any other 
Fuage than Eccleſiaſtical. By which it doth appear, how much innocent People 
are this day wronged in that cale, who are Sued for Tythes, by original Writs 
out of Temporal Courts , & likewiſe how much they are wronged through the 

cice that is uſed in that Law, and how many this' day lie in Holes and Pri- 

ons, becauſe the practice of the Law hath been made a ſnare unto them, fo 
they could not proceed in their own caſe, as of right they ought to have done; 
- this is manifeſt in many particulars , a few of which I ſhall briefly in- 
ance. 

1. Tobe Arreſted by a Sheriffs Warrant, grounded upon an original Writ 
out of any Temporal Court , and by that Warrant the Sheriffe is to have the 
Body of a man in the Court at weſtminiter luch a day as is exprefled, there to 
anſwer the party who hath ought to plead againſt hum, and then the Body of 
that man to be.caft into Priſon, and there kept, and not brought into the 
Court by the Sheriffe, according to the Warrant ; 1s a practice through which 
many innocent People ſuffer this day ina deep manger, -and is a practice that 
ſtands wholly in Decit, lyes, and Hypocraſie, 

2. For a man to give Bond for his appearance upon his Arreſt, and he 
doth appear accordingly, and in the truth diſcharges his Bond ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding his appearance will not be accepted to be good in Law, though by 
the Law it is only ſufficient , and then to proceed againſt him upon forteiture 
of his Bond, when in the Truth, and allo according to Law, he hath really 
diſcharged his Bond: this 1s a deceitful Practice, and through this Practice 
many innocent People have ſuffered, © | 

3. To be Subpena'd into the Exchequer, and commanded to appear there 
in a man's own perſon, and when he doth perſonally appear, then not to ac- 
cept his appearance to be good in Law, and in that caſe to proceed againſt 
him as an Offender, and to cauſe his Body to be Arreſted and Impriloned for 
a Contempt, when he hath truly anſwered what he was commanded , this is 
a Practice through which many innocent People do ſuffer. 

4. For a man to give his own Anſwer unto any Bill exhibited againſt him, 


and 
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and to anſwer it in thei Truth, and to tender his Anſwer t6 the Court, ahd 
that Anſwer be retuſed;:as not being ſufficient in Law, when it is a man's own 
Anſwer, who Sy tha Law is requiredto Anſwer, and no Law that enjoyts 
him to anſwer otherwile ; and notwithſtanding his Anſwer tendered, yet 
to be Arreſted and. Impriſoned for a Contempt, when he hath obſerved the 
thing commanded :' this is a Practice through which many Innocent People 
ſuffer xe] EI 

5. To refuſe an Anſwer as inſufficient, becauſe a mari 'cannot fwear unto 
it, though in it (elf it be really true ;, and then-tocaule that man to be Arreſt- 
ed, and Impriſoned for a contempt, when he hath' tendered a true Anſwer : 
this is a Praſtice through which many innocent People ſuffer, I 

6. There being no Law in force, by which any Temporal Court can receive 
power to proceed into the caſe of "Tythes, it is wholly inſufficient on their 
part, who put ſuch things 1a Pradtiſe , throngh which Practice many have 
and do deeply ſuffer. | | 

Therefore who are yet in ſuffering for Tythes; and remain in Priſons upon 
the account of ſuch proceedings inany Temporal Court, they ought by the 
Law to be forthwith Diſcharged, andreleaſed-; and not only fo, bat to be re- 
paired for their great Sufferings, Lols, and Damage which they have ſuſtain- 
ed by ſuch illeg; Proceedings, and deceitful Practiſes z through which many 
have ſuffered to death, others to the great loſs of their outward Eſtates, and 
others to the decay. of their bodily Health, by being (o long coutinued in 
hardſhips; who are men of ability; and _ 1 their Countrey ; and Liber- 
ty may be. juſtly challenged and demanded touching all that yet do ſuffer 
upon the account here mentioned,-and alſo for thele Reaſons following; 

I. Recauſe many who are in Ronds this aay, were caſt into Priſon by writs Ori- 
ginal from the Temporal Courts, whoſe Authority was upheld by Oliver's Power, 
and now his Power being diſanulled, and all that was ated and done by his Power, 
m1de void by this preſent Power, and is now judged ineffettual to all intents and 
purpoſes as if it had never been : Then why ſhould not that judgment reach to the 
Innocent, and ſet thens ſree feom their Sfferings, which originally was vccaſi- 
oned by his Power, and have for many years together continued Priſoners? Iam 
ſure ſound Reaſon, or a tender heart, will judge thu demand both lawful and ex- 
pedient to be granted, | Te, , 

2. This preſent Power now being'in Government, under which Powes there 
are Courts Eccleſiaſtical, appointed ; then all that have been Arreited, by writs 
original from 1ny Temporal Conrt, ſince this preſent Power Governed, and who 
do remain in Priſons upon ſuch Arreſts, in caſe 'of Tythes ; their Liberty may be 
juſtly challenged and demanded, and it will be but- a reaſonable thing for ſuch 14 
are xow in Power to prant it, and cauſe it to be done. #» | 

I do not ſtate thele Caſes as being verled in points of Law, but as they are 
opened to me in the Truth, in which- Truth is the pure and ſound Reaſon ; 
and that Truth and Reaſon ſeeth thorow all things that ate unreaſonable, an 
allo manifeſts what is reaſonable, that the Tyuth and fotind Reaſon. in ano- 
ther may anſwer it, and receive it ; and inthe Truth man comes to ſee all un- 
reaſonable things : and let all reaſonable People now judge whether it be rea- 
ſonable on their part, that practiſe ſuch things" as ate, here mentioned, and 
fxough ſuch practiſes cauſe Innocent People to ſufkek ? and whethier it be rea- 
ſonable that Innocent People ſhould yet ſufferand be continued in Prifon upon 
ſuch grounds? And whether ſuch as now do fuffet in thole Caſes, can be law- 


fully 
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fully detained,; being Impriſored wpon-16mginal Wiris in Caſe of Tythes ? 
Aid though ſuch thi gs wete. done; whenrthere wasngr-anothet way teft to 
recover them, and greedy men wenld nbt-be: latisfied Withour them, - though 
at that time there was ſuch a practle and proceedings yet” that Power being - 
tiow judged unlawful, and removed, ſuch _ arereturned into their own 
thannel again, and are tobe tryed in Eccleſiaſtical Courre-Only ; Not thar There- 
by jaſtifie the proctedings of any Court 1n this Cale, forT have already thew- 
ed be ound of. this matter to be corrupted 4 and any naw wading amongſt 
the Jl and unclean ſtreams, where I find little delight as ro my ſelf, but 
through a neceſſity laid upon me, to do good: both ro Perlecutors and Suffer- 
efs, Iam conſtrained to travel amongſt theſe things, though I haſten through 
them,,.as contraries to my Life. Now thele-things being duly confidered, it 
Eannot but reafonably bejudged, that we have yur cauſe, who in theſe caſes 
are concerned, to demand our j#ſt Liberty, and do expe itz and if Liberty 
bedenyed unto us upon'this reaſonable demand, then let{uch know who are 
our Oppreſſors, that we yet in Patience dorabide, and: in-Patience we do bear 
a ſure Teſtimony againſt all evil-doers and unreaſonable men. And here it 
miy be ſeen what bitter ſtreams the Pope's Fountain ſendeth ferth ; and not 
only ſo, but alſo how thoſe that are concerned in the Practiſe of the Law, 
do degenerate {rom reaſonable men, and with their unreaſonable part do di- 
vert the ſtreams from their proper courle.y though in that channel they are 
too bitter for honeſt men to drink, yet being diverted from that courſe, they 
afe made much more bitter from' ſuch as do prattiſe in them : for if an 
part of Reaſon did order the prattiſe in ſuch caſes, it would not prove. ſo te- 
dios and burdenſome to thole that are concerned to make defence , If a mans 
0x0 appearance would be taken for a ſufficient Appearance, as it ought to be; 
or, If a tre _ would be taken for a ſufficiext Anſwer, without an Oath, 
4s it ought to be, or if the Sheriff would have aman's body to appear accor- - 
ding to his Warrant, as he ought to do ; this would come ſomething neer to 
Reiion in Practiſe, and would not be fo grievous to poor men, who deſire to 
fear God and walk in his Truth : but men are ſhamefully degenerated from 
Truth and Reaſon, and their very hearts and minds are corrupted, and their 
wayes are all crooked, and there 1s no foundneſls in their goings, fo that an 
honeſt ſimple man cannot walk with them, bur be defiled andenſnared. 

And now I ſhall mention one thing, and that from the Law, for confirma- 
tion of what I have here laid down 1n the wy caſe of Tythes, by which 
it doth fully appear that no Temporal Court hath any power to proceed a- | 

ainſt any man in that caſe ; for the Law faith after this manner, ( 32. Hes, 
$. ch. 7.) That ſome have not letted to ſubſtract the Lawful and Accuſtomed 
Tythes of Corn, Hay, Pajturages, and other ſort of Tythes and Oblations, com- 
worly due to the Owners, Proprietors , and other Poſſeſſors, &c. wherefore it is 
enafted, That all and ſingular perſons, of what eſtate or degree ſoever, [ball fully 
axdtruly, and effettually divide, yield, or pay, all and ſingular Tythes and Offer- 
ings aforeſaid, &Cc. and if any de detain any part of the Poad Tythes or Offerings, 
then the party either Ecc ſaſtical or Ley-perſon, having cauſe to demand the ſaid 
Tythes, and being thereof pong or grieved, ſhall and may convent the perſon 
or ww fo offending, before the Ordinary, his Commiſſary, or other competent 
Miniſter or lawful Fndge of the place where ſuch wrong ſhall be done, according to 
the E:c!6fiaitical Laws, &c, And another Branch of the Statute ſpeaketh on 
+ this wile, That if any Eccleſta/lical or Spiritual Profits, which now be, or here- 


after 
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after ſhall be made Temporal unto apy per jon or perſons , and that ifeny other per- 
>< por to Mfinebes, or diſunheris them, then in that raſe FM + Gangs 4d 
ties grieved, may hawe their remedy in the Temporal (ourtsy, a5: thay be'tcen 
more at large inthe full Statute, . So here, js a plain diſtintion .made :"'4or 
whilſt any- thing remains in, the, nature ,of Tyrhes,,-and. only denytd:as 
Tythes apd Offerings, no' Temporal. Court, hath powes.t0.examine; or. de- 


termine in that cafe, but the. Egcleſiaſtical; Courts only y,jbut if. any» man 
ſhall call in queſtion the Eſtate of another in.the ground, 35-1t Whs, once 
counted Spiritual, and now! conyerted .. to} the pollghon of a hay-per- 
ſon, if an Intereſt in this caſe he, queſtioned ,, then. have; the; T 
Courts. power to examine and, determine the Intereſt, of, fuch:ERtatgd; And 
there are divers other Statutes which do refer. the reetezing \of,:Tythes; 
where they are denyed, to the determination of Realeiaftical Courts-on: 
ly, which I ſhall not at this time,; and in,this place takt-notiee of -£0.tmen- 
t10n-; . for that which is already 1aid, may be ſufficient to convince aTealonable 
man-or woman, that the ground and riſe, of-them is out, o6the Truths, and 
the way to recover them, it denyed, is to he;in Eccleſiaſtical Courts only; 
and not in Temporal Courts, and that :trom determination; of, the! aw: in 
that caſe, All which doth make 1t evidently appear, how much we have been, 
and are ſtill wronged, who haye-been a tuffering people, many years im this 
caſe, and through theſe practilesz-and the wrong is much more at this 
time inthis cale, than 1n times lately paſt, becauſe there-is now: E-clehaffical 
Courts ſet up and appointed, unto winch the, Law doth only refer for the re- 
covering of Tythes., and ſome; that in thoſe Courts are 'called in- queſtion a- 
bout Tythes : and therefore the People of God, who are called Quakers, ought 
to be ſet free from their Impriſontaents in' that caſe, whohave been wronged 
ſo long together, . and yet are {ufferers by Writs and Warrants, and Subpena's 
out of Temporal Courts, and through; the; practiſe of ſuch -Courts :' [And if 
any man be henceforth grieved-for want of /his Tythes, then let us come to 
an{wer in fuch Courts as by the Law are 2ppointed to hear and determine 
the ſame ; and let us have free liberty to make our juſt and-reaſonable Defence 
on our own behalf, and not to-be jnterrupted in our Defence, for it is a Caſe 
that doth relate to our Conlciences;; and therefore ſuch! as: are counted Spiri- 
tual men, who are appointed to. judge in Spiritual matters, ought to = 
us tothe full in what we have to {ay in ur own Defence, that ſo our An- 
fwer may be taken and confidered, touching the matter which by any Bill 
may be exhibited. againſt us 31 and then however it comes to pals concer- 
ning us, or what Sentence may proceed againſt us, we thall be contented in 
our places , and ſhall ezther Actvely or Paſſively be ſubje& without reſiſting, 
as our Teſtimony hitherto doth ſufficiently-evidence for us ; only let us have 
fair dealings, and legal proceeding, as Men. and Chriſtians: for, as Men, 
we have a perte&t underſtanding, and in Truth. and Soberneſs we do behave 
our ſelves ; and, as Chriſtians, we have patience to endure, and do not ſeck 
revenge ; and therefore we ought to haye fair dealings amongſt all men who 
are concerned with us in any cale. 


Thereare other corrupted Streams, which deſcend from the unreaſonable 
part, of men towards us, and are practiſed in divers caſes concerning us, by 
which great ſufferings are inflicted upon us , and ſuch practiſes may briefly be 
reduced into theſe particular heads, | 

|; Ccccc 1. To 
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1. To ſurnmon-tis to appear at Sefſions, and when” we"appear according to 
our Summons, and ſtand at the Bar to make.our jaft Defence: to what may 
becharged againſt us, then.to tender unro*vus the"Dath of Allegiance, and 
preſs us. with much violence to'take it ; atd-though thi Oath was inſti- 
tuthd touching ahother people, as by the tire of it 'tmilappear, which is for 
Suppreſſing Popiſh Retwſants ; "and it was infituted'ifi this ſence 'of that dan- 
ile was-by ſuch a people intended againſt the Krng arid his Govern- 


ment,” by the Gujpiwder-Plor%! 36d though afterwards It was prefled-to the 


King;"that he would grant the&kent'oP it to/all his'Subjefts, and that he gave 
his-conſent ſo to*dee; yet ic Ry be ſer by-that Law which did fo inſtirare 
itih that- caſe, arid upon the tequeſt of that'Parliatnent; that the Intention 
and rind both of the King ahd Parliament/ was for the finding out of fagh a 
People as did adhere to the Popes Supremacy 5 and though i doth not extend 
to all, as to the tender of it, yet it is with cerram conſideration , as f any Of- 
ficer of a Townſhipdoth complainto a Juſtice of Peace, that any perſon or per- 
ſons above the age of ſixteen years, ' do not duly reparir to their Pariſh Church, 
or do notduly receive that which is called « Szcramert, as in the laid Att is 
more'fully expreſſed', Thar then in ſuch caſes the Juſtice of Peace hath 
power'to ſend for ſuch perſon or perſons, ſo complained 'of; by his Warrant, 
and may tender unto-them the {aid Oath, 'which for refuſing, he hath power 
to proceed againſt them, as it'is appointed by the ſaid AR: bur Rtill it is to 
be obſerved, that it is but to diſcover ſuch perſon or perſons, as privately do 
adhere tothe Popey Swtremacy; and therefore it 15 expreſſed in the Oath, that 
they ſhall Renounee the Pope , and Premwnire was ordained only againſt ſuch 
per{ons as ſhould purchaſe Bulls from Rome, as may be ſeenin the 16th of Rich. 
2. chap. 5. And now to make this the = buſineſs in Courts, and at other 
times againſt us, who are an innocent People, who deny the Popes Supremacy, 
and all his practiſes, and to entrap us with it, as with a ſnare, becauſe we 
cannot for. Conſcience towards God take any Oath at all, but live in obe- 
dience to Chriſts Command, who faith, Swear of at all; and it is the mat- 
ter contained in the Oath that was chiefly-intended in rhe firſt Inſtitution of 
it, and now to enſnare us. with it upon every occaſion, who make conlci- 
ence of an Oath, and yet an{wer' the matter as full as any People : for our 
peaceable living under the Kings Government, doth evidently demonſtrate 
our obedience to him, whilſt many others that fear not an Oath, can Swear 
and yet not anſwer the mattet contained in the Oath ; and here we ſhew forth 
our obedience to the King, by anſwering the Matter in the Oath , and we al- 
{o ſhew forth our true love to God in keeping his Command, for it is Chriſt's 
Command that we do obey inthis caſe , and foit is to us the Conſcience of 
an Oath, and not wholly the Matter , and to proceed againſt us in this caſe, 

is very hard meaſure ; and how many of us that have ſuffered Impriſonment, 

and. ſpoiling of our goods, and divers other wayes have deeply ſufferced by it, 

and through the Practſe of it, though we are not all concerned, by the in- 

tentionof thoſe from whom the Oath had its firſt inſtitution , and for to fine 

us, or impriſon us in this caſe, as hath been, and is yet practiſed, is not 

only unrealonable from the conſideration of theſe grounds here mentioned, 

but it is alſo a Practiſe which ftandeth oppoſite to the Law it (elf, 

as in the 42. Edw, Chap, 3. where it is expreſſed, That for the good Go- 

wernment of the Commons, -0 man jhall be pat to anſwer without Preſent- 

ment before Juſtices, or matter of Record, or by due Proceſs and Writ original, ac- 


cording 
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cording to the Old Law : and if any thing from henceforth be doe to the contrary, 
it ſhall be void, and holden for error, Kc. Now by this Law none ſhould be 
put to anſwer without Prelentment, or matter of Record, or due Procels , 
Therefore to wavea Preſentment upon which the party ſtands Preſented, and 
for which cauſe heis Szmmoned there to appear, and doth appear, and then 
to tender the Oath unto him, and pur him ſtritly ro anſwer whether he will 
Swear or no, it is not legal in Law , forthere is no Preſentment, nor matter 
of Record, nor due Proceſs againſt him in that caſe, and to ſay, wif you t4'e 
the Oath of Allegiance ? or, will you Swear ? whena. Preſentmenr lies againſt 
him in another caſe, and he ſtands at:the Bar to anſwer his Charge, and if he 
do not give a full Anſwer to that Queſtion as it & demanded,” which as a new 
thing is tendered, and goes beſide the matter tor which he ſtands Preſented, 
and to fine him, or impriſon him, becauſe he doth nor give a full Anſwer, is 
a proceeding void in the Law, and holden for error , becauſe no man is to be 
put to anſwer without Preſentment, or matter of Record, or duc Proceſs. 
2, To be impriſoned, and kept as a Priſoner, and at the Aſfizes or Seſſions 
brought to the Bar as a Priſoner, andthen to tender the Oath of Allegiance, 
when a man ſtands a Priſoner at the Bar, and expetterh a due Tryal in or- 


der to his Releaſment, and if he-defire to hear his Charge, as a Priſoner, 


which every Priſoner ought to do, and to call for his Accuſers, it any be, who 
ought to be there preſent, and thathe ft:nd 1170n the ©1/e of his Impriſon- 
meat, and doth not give a full Anſiwet to the Qreſtion demanded about the 
Oath, then to proceed _ him as-2 refuler vt the Oath, and to Fine him, 
or Impriſon him, or Diſkeize him of his Free-hold, or any other Eſtate : Ir is 
a Proceeding void in Law, and held for Error , for in that caſe he ſlould not 
Re cadd& neeting togeth orſhip God, and to be k 
. Tobe Impriſoned for meeting together to Worſhy , and to 
in Priſon ow ok, and then he frcagie into 2 Conte and ſet ata Bar of 
Judgment, and there have the Oath tendered, and no charge impoſed upon 
the Priſoner, touching his Impriſonment, but the Oath alone preſſed, and his 
Anſwer required, and for got Anſwering fully to the Queſtion demanded, 
which generally is this, 54 you take the Oath of Allegiance ? Or, will you 
Swear? And {o to be Fined, or Impriſoned upon the account of refuſing the 
Oath ; or, to have his Lands and Goods ferzed, inthe caſe of Premuzire ; this 
is void in Law, and holden for Error : For no Prefentment, or matter of Re- / 
cord, or due Proceſs in that caſe, lies againſt the Priſoner , and the Law faith, 
That no man, of what Eſtate or Conditron that he be, ial. be put out of Land 
or Tenement, nor taken, nor Impriſined, wor diſinherited, nor put to Death, 
without being brought to Anſwer by due Proceſs of the Law, 28. Edw. 3d. 
Chap. 3. And again Magne Charts, Chap. 29. No Freeman ſhall be taken or 
Impriſoned, or be Diſſeized of bis Free-hold, or Liberties, or free Cuſtoms, or be 
Outlawed or Exiled, or any other waves deſtroyed ; nor we will not paſs upon him, 
or condemn him but by Lawful Fudement of his Peers, or by the Law of the 
Lana, And in 3. Charles 1, And 7 aſſure you, my Maxime is, That the Peoples 
Liberties ſtrengthen the Kings Prerogative, and that the Kings Prerogative ts to 
defend the Peoples Liberties, And again, 3, Charles 1. in the Petition of Right, 
No Freeman to be Impriſoned without cauſe ſhewed, And how contrary to theſe 
things have men acted againſt us, who are called Qzaters? and how have they 
made their Wills their Law, and in their Wills have Impriſoned us, withour 
aly cauſe at all ſhewed, and have reſtrained us of our Liberty, though Free- 
INC 
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men of -Enzlava, contrary.to Magna Charda,' and tavers Statutes-which have 
been made for the preſervation of the Frege-bornPesple of Eno land; of which 
number we arez and canichallenge as much Labertybyvur Binh-riphe, in all 
Priviledges, as aty People whatſoever t and therefore if the! good and ſound - 
Law was obſerved, we ſhould be outwardly: the(Freelt of- all People in this 
Nation; as inwardly we are/by Chrift|Jeſus,' andſhoab#nor cbtne within the 
compats of any Law, as Tranigreſſors ; for by the Law i (elf! ivisexprefled, 
That the Lavy of God is the Law of the Lana, andthavne man of whar eftate, 
. -or degree or condition ke:be, hath youu to diſpence Swittt Gods Laws, and 
the Law of Got! doth not' take hold of :the Rig tebus; but ſirmers;" and difo- 
-bedient, of Murtherers; 4nd Thieves,. and evil-doers/z':4hd iwhen the Law 
hath taken'hold upon is as fuch a-People? Hart evil-deeds been found #- 
mongſt us? 'or have: we ever been brought. before a Judgmenr Seat; and juſt- 
ly charged with-any miſdemeanour ? and'are not we then uleared:by the Law 
of God, which is Righteous ?- and the Law irſelf faith,” That he'r,aw of Go 
i the Law of the Lana, and, no man hath power to diſpazjece with, the Law of God , 
as in the 28, Hen. $8, Chap. 7. And if this was pradiited, then'hno Impriſon- 
ment nor reſtraint, ſhould 'be by any man exercited towards ts, 'nor no ſpoit- 
ing of our Goods and Eſtates would fallupon any of: us; but in all things we 
ſhould be Prote&ed by the Law of the Land,” as were Juſtified by the Law 
of God , and then we ſhould meet without . any: diſturbance, and Worſhip 
our God 1n his unlimited Spirit, and the Law woulditand by us'in it, and in 
all that we practiſe in anſwer to God weſhould be Protected , | and that which 
the Lord increaſeth unto us, would not be taken ifrofn us, and ſpoiled, nor 
an Oath upon any account would be tendered to us z. for by the Law of God, 
which is Holy, and Spiritual, and Fuſt, and Good, our Meetings are' Lawful, 
the increaſe of our Eſtates is our own; and our Te4, and Nay, is true without 
an Oath, and all that we pra&tiſe in Conſcience towards God, is by the Law 
of God juſtified: And therefore ' no: Law,' Statute, or Ordinarice, ought to 
ſtand againſt us, ſeeing that no man hath power - to dilpence with God's 
Law. And, is it'not the great cry againſ{ us, Tow will not be obedient to the 
Laws, but are. a wilful people, and run your ſebves into dangers aud ſyfferings 
in your own wills, and therefore you deſerve to be puniſhed, But let all People 
know, that in what we practiſe, we are juſtified by. the Law of God , and 
if any Law in the Land does condemn us, and inflict puniſhment” upon us for 
our practiſe, then it is not what the: Law it elf fates it is, but from another 
ground ; and we do not run in our own wills to do thoſe things that we pract- 
iſe, but through a neceſſity in theeternal motion of God's power' we are con- 
ſtrained to bear Teſtimony unto the-Fruth as we have received, and I am ve- 
ry ſure that in anſwering the Lord ih obedience to what he Jaies upon us, 
we have the anſwer of a good Conſcience in it, and: peace with God , and 
his Righteous Law juſtifies us, and the Law of the Land ought not to con- 
demn us, or puniſh us ; and let fooliſh-people learn to be wiſe and not charge 
the motion of God's Spirit,. to be ax anraly will ; left they be found in the 
 unpardonable fin ; for we are a People unknown amongſt the Sons 
of men though our Teſtimony ſtands in Innocency to their view, yet our 
Life is hid from their eyes , and they. know us not, becauſe they know 
not him. And do not People from. their *apprehenſion- of our Tranſ- 
oreffion of the Law, tike - occaſion againſt us ,' and 'perſecute and ſpoil 
15, Whilſt they themlelves are [the tranſgreſfors ,' and that bytheir own 


7h Law 
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Lavv , vvhich ſaith, The Law of God is the Law of the Land: And the 
Lavy of God ſaith, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, but he that 
will Impriſon him, and ſpoil his goods, and perlecute him, does not love him, 


ſo is a tranſgreſlor , but. we are free, and the Law of God doth not charge 


guilt upon us, nor condemn us in the things we practiſe , and therefore it mujt 
needs be that ſuch as a& againſt us are the tranſgreflors, and whatſoever 
ſtands for Lavv this day, which doth condemn our Practiſe, and puniſh us for 
the uſing of it, the ſame doth differ from the Lavv of God, and fo degenerates 
from that concluſion which the Law it (elf makes, and in plain words ex- 
preſſeth, That the Law of Godis the Law of the Land, And ugh the miſ- 
carriages of men towards us, whoſe wills have wreſted the Lavv in divers 
caſes, we have through ſuch things deeply ſuffered , and yet the yoak is con- 
tinued upon us, and our Innocency is made a Prey upon, for we oa a quiet 
People, and diſpoſed in the Principels of Love towards all men, and cannot 
ſeek revenge upon any, therefore are our affiCtions increaſed, whether with 
Law, or without Lavv, or againſt Lavv, it is not by many much regarded, 
as in divers caſes might be truly inftanced, which is at preſent waved. 

And ſeeing that the Law it (ar doth make ſuch a concluſion of its own ſtan- 
ding, that it is the Law of God, then to examinea little ſome particulars, and 

laces in it; if in all things it have perfe& agreement with the Law of God ; 
Foe the Lavy of God is Pure, Holy, Fuſt, and Good ; and as it hath been ſhew- 
ed, that the practiſe in divers caſes dot erate from the Lavv of the Land, 
ſoit may come to pals that the Law of the Land may degenerate trom the Law 
of God; for the Law of God ſpeaketh on this wile, 

I. Thou ſhalt lt bow to any Graven Image, nor the likeneſs of any thing ; 
And whatſoeveris ſet up, and not by the Spirit of the Lord, is graven out of 
an imagination, and is an Image; and to bow unto that thing is to bow unta 
2 graven Image , and if the layy of the land do reſtrain from ſuch a practiſe, 
then it ſtandeth right, but if it doth allow ſuch things, then doth it degene- 
rate from the law of God. 

2. The law of God faith, Thowſhalt not take the Name of the Loyd thy God 
in vain ; and to Swear by his Name, « to take his Name iz vain: and if the 
law of the land doth reſtrain People from all manner of Oaths, then it tan- 
deth right, but if it doth allow ſuch things, or rather in ſome caſes, compel 
into {ſuch things, then doth it degenerate from the lavv of God, 

3. Chriſt Jeſus the Law-giver ſaith, Thow ſhalt love the Loyd thy God, and thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf , and to love God, « to keep his Commandments, and to 
love a Neighbour, as to love a mans ſelf, & to do him good, and not to harm 
him ,, Novv if the lavy of the land doth encourage ſuch things, then it ſtand- 
eth night, bur if _it doth allow the breaking of God's Commands, and teach 
men {o ; or if it doth not allow one Neighbour to ſpoil the goods of another, 
or1in ome caſes rather compel ſuch things to be done, then it doth degene- 
rate from the Lavy of God, and from the Doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus. 

4. Chriſt Jeſus the Law-giver faith, God « 4 Spirit, and muit be worſhiped 
in Spirit and in Truth ; Novv if the lavy of the land doth allovy ſach a wor- 
ſhip and Prote& it, then it ſtandeth right, but if ic doth prohibit it, or ra- 
ther compel from it, then it doth degenerate from the lavy of God, and from 
the Doftrine of Chriſt Jeſus , and in this caſe, two things are very conſider- 
able to be minded, and not to be practiſed. 

| Ddddd x. Not 
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1. Not to bind Peoples Coniciences into, gnyPrattile, , or into'any-W orthip 
which in their own Conlcieace they aze nat perſwaded into, nor to compel a 
Conformity unto any Practice or Worthig whack ftandeth not in the Spirit and 
in the Truth , for to uſe Force and Compeling-laws in tuch Caſes;:15 but to 


force People ro bow unto an Image, or'to;the, hkenels,of a.thing which. the * 


law of God doth exprelsly forbid. ; ts 1 * 
2, Not to prohibit or forbid People for meeting together in any plate, on at 
any time above ſuch a number. for this tsto limit Gbd, xf it werepoſlible, and 
to reſtrain tender Conlciences trom their Exctciſe in God's Spirit, and ro ___ 
them from the Pure Worſhip, which ſtandeth. in. the Spirit, and inthgFrut 
only , and to ſtop.them from that practi which the Father ſceks ther-to per- 
form ; for Chriſt faith, The. Father ſeekefh ſuch to iwonlhip him : and'no law, of 
the land ought totake place tochminiih that Liberty which any People;have in 
the Spirit, nor to:prohibit that Worſhip that: is pertormed to God it the Spirit, 
though in the practiſe there may be contrary minds. amongſt them : for the 
Spyirof the Lord God is free, and without limitation ,, and all that are born 
of the Spirit they are a free-born people, and rheir -VWdrſhip ſtands ſingly to 
God in the Spirit, and in the Truth z' and though there. tnay be a difference in 
Worſhips outwardly, and amongft the Worſhppers in ef practiſe, yet 
none ought by any outward Law, either. to cornpel ot; prohibit each other, 
for that 1s peculiar to God alone ,, and nopan is.to ſtand-up in Judgment con- 
cerning it, or to bind the Conſcience 'of another by an,autward Lay, either 
tooblerve the one, . or deny the other: ;; for whoever hath outward power 
to judge in matters of Conlcience:,: Worthip and Religion, and from their 
own Judgmentin ſuch caſes,. make laws to compel to,ohe thing, and ta re- 
ſtrain from another thing, ſuck laws.de! degenerate from the Law of God, 
and from the Doctrine of Chmſt Jeſus, and from his Life and Wiſdome : And 
theretore theſe things confidered and weighed, it wilkbe: found of great ne- 
ceffity tb ſearch well into the Laws, 'and where: any are found to oppoſe the 
Righteous Law of God, and yet ftand in force in any ſuctcale to repeal them, 
that ſo the Law of the Land may bereduced into the truth. of its own faying, 
and ſtand in Juſtice, Equity and Mercy, as doth the Law of God , then Perſecu- 
tion would ceaſe about Religion, and there wauld bea.ſtreame of perfe& Li- 
herty to all tender Conſciences, and fo reftraint wauld be upon any incaſe of 
Worſhip or Religion, otherwayes living peaceably in the Nation; ſo would 
hearts and minds of men come into Love, unto Peace, and into Settlement 
and good Order, and it would allay all the .heat and heart-burnings amongſt 
men, and cool them and quiet them ; and then there would not need Swords. 
and Spears to preſerve Order : for People coming to-that of God in.them- 
ſelves, 'and worſhipping and ſerving God in the Spirit'and jn the Truth, and 
every. one ſtanding in the Spirits Liberty ; then People would ſettle and be 
quiet, - and love one another, and be at peace one amongft another, and there 
would be good Order through the Nation , but-this m_ wanting, and Com- 
pelling-law ruling, it makes broiling 1n the Nation, arid cauſeth diſtractions 
amongſt People, which would be preventet, if Liberty in matter ef-Worſhip 
and Religion was granted and tolerared : Ahd what harms would this do to 
any man? or what prejudice could come: to 'any man 'by:1a daing?: Surely” 
none at. all, but rather happineſs. both to ſtich.as Rule, andNuch as'are'Ru- 
led ; and the comfort of it would be found to be yery:greatiunto»all 'thar 
truly 
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truly fear the Lord : And this is the Liberty which the King's Prerogative 
is to defend, according to the Maxime of Charles the Firſt, But however it 
hath been, or yet 1s with us in theſe caſes outwardly, our truſt is in the 
Lord God, and in him we do rejoyce; and we delire that all People were 
like-minded with us, and were as we are, except our Bonds and afflictions , 
for the Preſence of the Lord God is with us, and By his Arm we are ſupport- 
ed, and through all theſe things the Truth ſtandeth, and that is the word of 
the Lord to all People, Truth ftanderh: And if any yet think with them- 
ſelves that with their ſtrength they can prevail againſt the Truth, then let 
them try their ſtrength, bur let them alſo mind what will be the end of it ; 
for this I know in the Truth, that whoſoever riſes againſt the Truth will toil 
themſelves in vain, and ſpend their ſtrength for nought, and in the end will 
lie down 1n ſorrow , for Tr#th ftandeth : And how many have come up, and 
have appeared 1a full ſtrength, and have been permitted to have a blow at 
Truth ? but how are they waſted , and how are they paſſed-away and periſh- 
ed! yet Truth Standeth : Therefore all' People, fear the living God, and in 
time be warned, for zo weapox formed againſt the Truth ſhall proſper ; for 
Truth ſtandeth over all, ml Chriſt Jeſus Reigneth, his Power, and Glory, 
and Dignity is ſet on high, and in his Love all Wrath is (wallowed up, and 
here is the beginning known, and here is the ending ſet , for the Love of God 
was firſt, and the Love of God is /aft, and here is the knithing of the work, 
and the cloaſing up in perfect Peace , and with this Love all contrary Beings 
are comprehended, and in its own Bcing it remains unchangeable, and it is 


Truth and nolye ; and Truth ſtandech, Glory to the Moſt High for ever and 
ever, Am21n, 


William Smith. 


Here is the Wiſdome and Patience of the Saints : 
Who have ears to hear, let them hear 
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CATECHISM: 
Many TRU by J os Opened 
BY WAY OF 
(Queſtion & An(wer, 
WHICH 


May be a Help and Furtherance untoall Tender- 
hearted People, who are breathing after the Lord, 
and wait be Redemption and Salvation by 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
ALSO, 


Something concerning the Foundation and Principle 
of the poor Afflidted People of God ( called Quakers ) and of 
their Faith and Love towards God, and their Gaod-will unto 
Men, being alſo plainly demonſtrated by way of Queſtion and 


Anſwer. 


Given forth in the labour of Love, and put to View 


for the Service of this preſent Generation, and alſo 
| Generations to come. 


Willam Smith. 
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READER, Gut 2006 <A DS, - 

1?" | LOO TW ION RU YU YEA ! $\* 
"Hou att 20 underfland;;that the WVatural man can neither 
[ ſee nor 'receive the; things of the, Spirit of God, for they 
+: are Spiritually diſcerned, ond. it as the Spiritual mind that 
is only in'a capacity. 40 rectine and anderſiand thoſe things which by 
the Spirit'is declared and mgde\manife8., for the Spirit is the Rey 
by which Divine Truths axe:gpened, and bythe intellegence of it they 
alſo-coms #o be underfioags and the Teſtimony which:hath been pub- 
liſhed and beld forth..anto the precious Truth of Gad in theſe latter 
dayes.. hath been aburtgantly ſpread abroad, by the Spirits Power 
and Demon$ration, through thefaithful and choſen Witneſſes of the 
New Birth, unto whom. the Lord God everlaſting , bath revealed 
his Secrets, and. opened. the miſterirs of bis glarious Kingdome ; 
and hath given. unto them the tongue of the Learned, and the 
Power, and Wiſdome of bis Heavenly Life, whereby they are able 
to Divide the Word aright, and to diſpence the Goſpel j everlaft- 
ing Peace, and they have faithfully: ſerved the. Lord in their Gene- 
ration, .and bavenot been negligent to\rugthe way of bis Command- 
ments, but early and late have laboured in their holy Calling where- 
unto the Lord hath called them inthe work.of the, Goſpel, and their 
TeStimony doth ſtand for God this day, andis became a ſweet Savour 
in the hearts of many, and the glorious Truth which ſo plentifully 
hath been poured forth by the Spirit of God; and ſo wonderfully is 


ſpread 
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ſpread abroad through the Teflimony of bis Faithful Servants, it 
doth Stand and remain at a ſure Record whick cannot be raced ont, 
and though it might be [ufficient to clear the Lords Faithful Ser- 
vants on their own behalf, as alſo to leave all people without excuſe, 
who hitherto have ſhut their hearts againſt it, yet ſuch is Gods ten- 
der Love, that be continnes his Favours and Ghodneſs, alfd in the 
openings of bimſelf int the Riches of bis Mercy, he fills Þi 


and Servants with an overflowing Cup of his precious Virtue, which 


yet doth _—_— them to make known the true and perfei way of 
4 


Peace, and to Proclaim the Word of Eternal Life unto the Sons and 
Daughters of Men ; and though many have walked unworthily, and 
have requiited the Lord ankindly, yet doth bis Compaſſron moye 20 
his he Becortdy that ſits in defolate and ſolitaryplaces, as a Babe 
without comfort, and in the wertue of bls. own life be keeps his Teſli- 
mony freſh upon the hearts of his Meſ$engers, and they run in bis 
ower and are not weary, and walk. in his Lowe and are not faint ; 
but continue in their race of well doing though many faces have ever 
been ſet again} them: therefore whoſoever thou art that readeſt in thi: 
Book., conſider the end of its nnifeation, for vt is not publiſhed 
to be only ſeen and Tread; but 10 manifei"th2 Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
which thou art to way and ponderin thi fear of Gui, for the matter in 
this Book doth lie out of ſught'to the Carnil eye; un the! matter .con- 
not be under ſtood by reading the words only, but "bj taking beed to the 
meaſure of Gods Spirit i#n thee; for "if thow doe#f\ hot read with the 
Spirit if God in tee, - thou can ob fderfland” the matter 
in the words, though thos  mayeſh. read" them vuer and. over ; 
for whoſoever would cometo the true\knowledp#e"sf God. they muſt 
come to true meaſure of his Spirit in themſeb»es, of otherwiſe they may 
read but reap mo profit, and ſo the Seriptires have been read and 
beard, but the Spirit not being minded in thoſe that read and bear , 
there is not an underflanding of the matter of which the words teſti- 
fie, and ſo the Book, is Sealed though the words be read and heard, 
( mark that ) for there # not another*way to come to the true know- 
ledge of God, but —_—_ death to'that part which would compre- 
bend him, and though a Faithful Teflimony may bepubliſhed byWords 
and Writings, yet cannot any thereby\come to the Fnowledge of God, 
for God is not ſo to be comprehended, therefore it concerns every one 
that comes into the World to mind the Light of Chrift, with which 
they are enlightened, and to wait in it for tbe Revelation of God; 


for 


is Children 
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for there is none knows the Father but the Son, and he to whont 
the Son reveals bim, and whoſoever would compaſs the Knowleds 
of God in any other way, or by any other thing, they can never., 
come to.a true knowledge of him ; for where the will and deſire is 
let at liberty to the comprebenditig of God and Chriſt, there-the 
mind overturns the true light in which the ſecrets of God are 0- 
pened and revealed, and though words and writings may in them- 
ſelves be true, yet none can profit by them, but as th>y joyn to that 
of God in themſelves, for the ſecrets of God cannot be any otherwiſe 
known or attained, but as there is a patient waiting in tbat'whith 
openeth, by it to be gathered into the nature of that which 3s '0- 
pened,” and whoſoever increaſe knowledge by any other way, it is 
the wail which ſpreads over their hearts, an1 blinds their minds 
for beholdIng the appearance of God in his light and life; and 
thouph'ſuch as fo gather knowledge may ſeem wiſe in what they 
know, 'and in their knowledge ſatisfie themſelves, and efteem them- 
ſelves to be the higheſt ; yet notwithſtanding they are as Strangers 
unto the heavenly myNeries of the glorious Kingdome, for though 
the natural man may hear all a and read all writings which 
from the life is declared, yet is the miSery bid from his eyes;and 
by how much be ſearches in his own wiſdome to know, and flrives 
with that part to comprehend the mySery in the words declared ; 
by ſo much the more doth be thicken the-waile upon bis underſtant- 
ing, and though a man may fill himſelf with ſuch a knowledge, 
and by bis curious ſearching gather and compaſs much riches, yet 
it 5 no more but inriching the falſe birth; and exalting it with 
pride in the apprehenſion of its riches ; and though ſuch a man 
perſwade bimſelf that be knows all thiugs, yet he knows nothing 
as he ought to know, neither is be any more but as ſounding Braſs, 
and a tinkling Cymbal ; and there is no greater danger then to 
fall into this Sea of Knowledge, and to be toſſed about with its 
reſileſs wav?s, for it is as poſſeble to number the Stars in the Fir- 
mament, as for a man that ſwims in the Sea of Knowledge to be 
at resI. , 
So, Reader, this learn to underſtand, that the way of God ts 
not as the way of man, and it is moſt certain, that he which ſeeks 
riches by his own knowledge, be runs in his own way, and the 
end of that way is death, but the way of God is life and peace, 
and there is none can find it with all-their ſearching and com- 


' Fffff preben- 
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prebending, but by quiet and patient waiting, whereby man comes 
zo feel the light of Chriſt with which be is enlightened, and ſo 
comes down into the humility, and into the poverty, where the 
light Stops bis wanderings and runnings, and prevents him for 

walking in his own way, and with the light he comes 10 ſee the 
danger that he is in, and ſo comes to Stand ſtill. in folence, in 
which man being contented, and waiting patiently upon God, the 
light will turn Fm from kis own way, and the cunning devices 0 

bis own heart, and bring him into the new a: dliving way, and there 
will become his leader and teacher, and ſo lead him in the croſs to 
his own Will, Wiſdome, and Reaſon, the power of God which 3s the 
croſs of Chriſt, will flrike over it, and croſs it, and yoak.it down, 
and ſo be will be humbled to the death of the Croſs, where to his 
own wiſdome he will become a fool, and to his own riches he will 
become poor, and there dye the death to bis own life, and then the 
babe riſes up in the power, and the ſecrets of God is with it, and 
that is the great gain of Godlineſs, when man is drawn out of 
. himſelf, and comes to Chris in whom is all the treaſures of wiſ- 
dome and true knowledge, and in whom the fulneſs of the God- 
bead dwelleth bodily ; this is true tranſlation out of the earthly 
into the beavenly, where the Babe knows the Father, and ſits in 
the feeling of his preſence with joy, and there it is truly contented 
with whatit hath, and waits in patience to receive what it hath 
not, and whether it hawye more or leſs, it is contented, and covets 
not beyond the fathers giving ; and here is unm:rtal food which 
ſatisfies the immortal foul, which never can be compaſſed or gained 
in mans own way, fo to die is the greatest gain, and to become a 
fool, poor and nothing, is the way to be truly wiſe, rich, and poſſeſs 
all things, and through this ſtrait gate, and in this narrow way is 
perfed peace and reſt for ever, 

And now Reader, be thou diligent to underſtand what thou read- 
ef, and conſider thy preſent ftate, that thou mays not ſecure thy 
ſelf in thy own way as if there was no danger, and take up thy ret 
before thou haſt paſſed through death, there is that in thee which 
would ſave its life, and will reaſon ſtrongly to defend it, but if 
thou love that life and ſeek to ſave it, thou loſeſt life eternal ; 
Therefore be conſiderate the matter is weighty, and do not deceive 
thy ſelf through thy own belief, nor do not wrong thy ſelf with a 


vain hope, as if all ſhould be well hereafter, but wait to Seer. 
| fan 
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ftind what the powet of God hath done for thee, and what thou haſt 
denied in pure love.to God, for if thou doſt not follow Chrift in the 
daily Croſs, thou art not his Diſciple, and if not a Diſciple, then not 
an heir of God, nor a joynt heir with Chris} of the heavenly inhe-" 
ritance, therefore pleaſe not thy ſelf with thy own comprehenſtons, as if 
thou hadſt compaſſed God and Chriſt with thy own Wiſdome. but con- 
ſider whether thou be regenerated and born again of incorruptible 
ſeed, and whether thou ſutteſt in the joy of Gods ſalvation, and whe- 
ther thou haſt thy portion in his Kingdom, this is weighty, for thee 
to conſider ; for if in ſome meaſure this be not fnlfilled in thee, 
and witneſſed by thee, in deed and in truth, thy latter end will 
be bitterneſs if tbou continue in thine own way, and then thy fair 
fayings will not help thee, nor thy wealth and riches comfort thee, 
when the Lord ſays, Depart from me. Therefore bow to the day 
of the Lord in thy Conſcience, that thou mayſt feel Chriſt to con- 
quer the reſileſs part in thee, and to ſubjeft the worker of ini- 
quity, and do not outfland the tender of Gods love unto thee, but 
when be calls do thou hearken, and when he reproves do thou obey, 
and when he commands do thou follow, and then, where ever he leads 
thee, hewill bewith thee, and in all thy affliftions he will comfort thee, 
and with his arm of power be will ſupport thee, and out of all thy 
troubles he will deliver thee, and there thou wilt know him and 
feel him beyond thy own wiſdom and reaſon, and be will make thee 
run when thy reaſon would flop thee, and will be ready to ſave thee 
when the enemy tempts thee, and ſo thou wilt know him a God at hand, 
if thou be faithful to his councel, therefore fear before him, and ſub- 
mit unto him, while$F his love is to thee, for he is God, and theee is not 
another, who can ſee him, and live? who can and before him and not 
be conſumed? who can eat oftht tree of life and not die by the flaming 
Sword ? yr” nt is graſs, andthe height of all its glory muSt paſs 
away ; but wha gre born of the ſeed immortal, they ſhall proſper unto 
a fair ſiature in Chriſt, and in him live for ever. So ao thou min4 
the light and power of God in thy Conſcience, and read in meek- 
neſs and fear, and the truth in thy inward parts will anſwer to 
the truth of what thou readeft, for truth is but one in all, and 
it anſwers to its own, as face anſwers face in a glaſs; and if thou 
with the truth in thee, readeſi the teftimony without thee, thou 
wilt feel a perfet cloſing with the matter in unity, for in the truth 
there is neither error nor deceit, but a plain, ſumple, harmleſs, up- 


right 


\ 
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right life in all godly ſincerity, in which thou feeling thy heart diſ- 
poſed, thou wilt both read and profit ;, and if ſo it come to paſs con- 
cerning thee, give God the praiſe and glory, and therein the labour 
of my love vill have true rejoxcing, who ſeeks the good and welfare of 


all men, and the glory of God alone. 


Nottingham County 
Goal, 1664. 
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Queſt, Ow doth God mani Yo ft himſelf unte man, hk as man may know 
him to be wh-t he ts, 
Wm I, 4 By opening himſelf in his love, whereby his own 


SECAG h from himſelf, in. which he manifeſts 


himſelf utitg DE ge e 
Qvellt fy ak is that ti tohe #6 th God ma 


nifeſts himſelf unto man? 
Anſw. That light is Chi wh; 15 one un 64 | 
Q.. But 5s, the | ht of chriſt one with God in nature ? | 
A, zYes, for ern oh oe Fe bs rtature. 


and the pre: ings 

Q. And where is Ard 4 mined 3-5 A of God Fo be knows! ? 

A. It is to be known wi x 

Q.: Poth: God manifeſt higs lf 7,-d 08h 

A. Yes, and man Cc | jim by any other way, but by the manife- 
ſtation of himſelf in his light within hy 

Q. And hath every man ſuch all 
himſelf unto him? | 
2 Yes, for every.man that cames into.the. world, is enlightned by 

rut 

Q. And is that the true light which ev man is enlightnea ? ? 

A. Yes, it is the true light, f Ge RE Rio =y 

Q. Andis there not another way to come to "Sig knowledge of God, but by that 
lioht within? 

A. Nay, there is not, gr Chriſt the loke. and. Chiilf 15 the way, . and 
all other ways leads from 

Q. How may it be known that the light doth come from God, and that Gog doth 
manifeſt himſelf in it ? FIC 

Ogre (havin 4. Be. 


b within pe by which God doth. manifeſt 
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A. Becauſe the light is pure, holy, juſt and righteous, which is the nature 
* God | 


Ol . | 

Q. But how may it be known in ſuch a manifeſtation of its purity ? 

A. By its checking, convincing, and reproving for fin and every evil 

may an , word, and work. which man in the fall hath a love unto, and plea- 
ure 1n, 

Q. Fut is that which checks and reproves man in his conſcience for his ſin, 
the true light of Chriſt ? | 

A. Yes, for there 15nothing elſe within man that will check arreprove hin 
for ſin and evil. ko 

Q. But may it not be a nitturit light within man that hath ſuch refletions up- 
on him for his [in and evi!, as to convince and reprove him for it ? 

A. It is the natural light of Chriſt, but not of man in the fall, for there his 
nature is corrupted, and the powers of-darkneſs hath dominion over him,and 
that is the nature from which all ſin and evil is committed, and that nature 
which commits fin, will never convince or reprove for it , for if it was 
ſo, it would be againſt it ſelf, and therefore it muſt necds be, that it is the 
light of Chriſt which convinces and reproves for fin, becauſe in him there 
15 no (in, and the fin is committed in another nature, and is againſt him, 
which with his light he reproveth, as being againit him, and ſo 1tis a natu- 
ral light from Chriſt, which reproves the natural man in the fall. | 


Q. But hath man at any.time knows. God as he is. God, by that light which is 
within him? | #, 


A. Yes, for the Apoſtlefai, The light which ſhihes in aur hearts, gives us. 


the light of the knowledge.of the glory of Godin the face of Jefus Chriſt, and 
ſo he hath-been known, and is kgown, according to the. meaſure of light mani- 
hn uRRnoesT TT TTTTe 

Q. Andis there any this is man that is of a contrary nature te the light, 
which doth oppoſt it , and by. which man i; vailed from the knowledge of 
God? > Ws 

4. Yes, there is darkneſcin-man, in which the ſecd of enmity lodgeth, 
which doth oppoſe the light,, and vailes man from rhe knowledge of 
God, : 

Q. How is darkneſs and light in oppoſition vne to'the. other ? 

A. In their ſeveral workings, accordjngtp their natures , for darkneſs leads 
tothat which is evil, and' the lighr leadsto that whuch is good, and fo they 
are in oppoſition one to the other, for wHen'the darknefs worketh unto fin, the 
light reproves it, and when the light worketh untogood, the darknels oppoſes 
it 11 enmity. 

Q. what, the ſlate and condition of people that remain in the fall, and abides 
in the tranſgreſſion? s 

A. Aſtate of trouble and vexatian. of Spirit. 

Q. what di(penſations muſt ptople paſt through to.come unto peace and reſt in 
cond | 4 _ | 

A. They myſt pals thropgh the diſpenſation of the. Law and the Prophets, 
unto Chriſt rhe ſubſtance; in whom 15reft and peace eternal. 

. What is the Law in it ſelf? | la 

A; It 1s holy, ſpiritual, juſt and good. EY 

Q. 7s not that which is holy, ſpiritual, juſt and good, a diſpenſation in which 
peace andreſt is enjoyed? R 

A. Bs 
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A. As it comes to be julfilled by Cluut it is, but the difpenſ+tion . of 
it, as it is the Law, 1s not, for the Lay makes nothing perfect, and 
there can be no true reſt and pezce, but in that which is perfe& and makes 

rfect. 

N Qobet then doth the adminiſtration of the Law ſerve unto, if it make nothing 
erfett ? 
: þ It ſerves as a Schoolmaſter to bring unto Chriſt, 

Q. How 1s it 4 Schooljma er in its adniniftration? 

A. In correcting 2nd juaging the tran{greffour, and inſtruting and teach- 
ing in righteouſneſs, tor the Law was added becaule of tranſgreſſion, 

Q. 1s not Chriſt manifeſt through the diſpenſation of the law and the pro. 

hets? LE 
f 4. According to that diſpenſation unto which they ſerve, he:js ſo, but itis 
but darkly as 1n a glals. | 
. How muſt the Law and the Proph+ts be paſſed thorough to come unto Chr:iſ! 
who fulfills them ? | 

A. By obſerving the Statutes and Ordinances that is therein contained, 
whereby there is a going torward to rhe more full enjoyment of the perfection 
of Chrift, who fulfills the Law and tie Prophets; in the more glorious appear- 
ance of his own fulneſs and perfe* ifc. 

Q. 1s the adminiſtrationof t* (wv in tre in this preſent age? 

A. Yes, it 15 in force to take h:1id upon all tranſgreſſy rs, and it 15 Miniſtred 
in juſtice agaialt the tranſgreſſour, which errs from the Statutes and Ordinan- 
ces that is therein contained, ws 

Q., But are not people zn this age under a Goſpel adminiſtration, and are they 


to be brought back ahain.ungey the law ? 


A. They that have not paſſed Fagegueh the adminiſtration of the Law in 
themſelves, they arenot under a Goſpel adminiſtration, and therefore they 
cannot be,brought back again, becauſe they. never went forward, but they 
are to be brought intothat which hitherto they have not known nor under- 
ſtood, for a Golpel adminiftration barely profeſſed will not do any good, and 
ſo it is that many in this age looks over the Law as an adminiſtration below 
their profeſſion, and that the Law was..a-more proper adminiſtration in ages 
paſt, and jicwbr ante. to; the Jews, not underſtanding -that it hath ics 
proper adminiſtration in, man, whiteſt, fin and tranſgreſſion remains in him, 
and fo it is.4n as full forgen this age, upon all up Exiours as ever it hath 
been in ages paſt , for whoſoever 1n this age that doth offend in one point, of 
it, they will. be found guilty. of all,.\and the. judgement will take hold :to 
the correcting of the guilty, for God will by no means clear the guilty. 


Q. ' And #5 the throne of Fudge nt {Ft #p unacy the law to Judge and Congenyre 
the tranſore(ſours of the law? © © < Fx KY OO Fate: 
A. Yes, It is ſo, that every man might. fear the Lord God, who. gives fogh 
bis law,in man to be kept and not Ky BONES, .: rn þ. or 
1 Q., Bw Js zt poſſible that man cau keep the law in.all things,,and pet. offers, in 
any thing, or that he can perform the requiring of God in that iſpenfation as 1} 5 
« Covenant of works ? Ratio da yk 
' A. If there was not a poſſibility on mans part to keep it, then it would feem 
hard that the Lord ſhould command it and require it, and for npt-keeping it to 
pudge and condemn for it.z and there-was ſome in-ages paſt, that walked F- 
tore the Lord with perfe&t hearts, and that under *the adminiſtration of the 
: Goggg 2 Law * 


120 A New Catechſim, 1664 
law, but the (hortnes of obſerving on mans part is the weakneſs and unpro- 
fitableneſs of the fleſh, ſo that he many times cannot do the things that he 
would, and therein the firſt Covenant is found faulty, not.in it ſelf; but in the 
ſinful fleth , and it it had not been ſo concerning the oblerying of the firſt Co- 
venant, there could not be place for the ſecond, and therefore the works of 
the firſt Covenant doth not obtain lite and ſalvation, but the free grace in the 


ſe-ond Coverant, that all people might dye to themſelves accor ng to the. 


flejl, and live unto God according to the ſpirit, that fo life and falvation ma 
not be of wori:: tr by Grace, in therich mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoin his full ans g:rious appearance in man is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs, and bring; life and immortality to light by the Goſpel, and then 
there is no. more ſervitude or bondage under the law, becauſe of the weak- 
nels of the ' fleſh, but redemption wrought by the power of Chriſt from 
uno it, into a more perfect ſtate of freedome and liberty in his own 
lite. 
. What is ſignified by the Propheſies? 

Fa The Ber. naked ot. * drawing nigh of Chrift in his own ſulneſs 
and perfe&tlife, that whereas he hath been ſeen but: darkly, 25n aglafs, un- 
der the law, he may be ſeen with open face in the complear beauty of his own 
glory in the Goſpel. 

Q. Of what ſervice are the Scriptures as they are given forth and recor- 
ded without ? | 

A. Much every way unto thoſe that have received the ſame Spirit from 


which they were given forth,. for unto. ſuch they are profitable, and makes - 


wife unto falvation,and are unto them of ſervice tor inſtruction, egification and 
camfort, the fame Spirit in them receiving the Teftimony of the Spirit as it is 
declared in the Scripture, and there is an ement and union in the Spirit 
within, and atfo in the words withaut, and fothereis, inftrution, edification 
and —_ by the Scriptures unto all that are in the ſameSparit as gave them 
torth, | 

Q. But are they of no further ſervice then only « Teſtimony of thoſe things 
which was pre ju in that time? | | 

A..So much of them as was given forth by the holymen of God, through 
che infpiration of the Almighty, they teſtike of Chrift, who was, and is.and is 
ro came, and that is only their ſervice in their place, that through the Teſti- 
mon rela declared unto Chritt, all people nught come unto him, and 

ave life, | 

Q. Þy what doth Chrift manifeſt his life, ſo as that it may be knoven to be his 
4% 

A. By his light he manifefts it, and as the light is received by which it is 
manite{t, ſo is ſite receiyed 10 it, TE 

Q. 1s the light and the life diftin@t Pringiples? | 

A. Nay, the light is Chriſt, and the life is Chrift, and they are not di- 
itin Principles, but he is known to be light in manifeſting, and life in quick- 
ging © 
Q. ht is the adminiſiratiou of Chriſt in the appearance offhis own fulneſs 
«nd perfett life? 

A. An adminjftration of love, grace, and mercy. 

Q,Avd arth he appear v0 ſabvation in that adminiftr atiog of his love zgrace and 
mercy? | 

ohio: A. To 
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A. To as many as receives bim in that appearance, he becomes their ſalyati- 
on, but ſuch as reje& him, he is their condemnation. 
, Is not that admini ration naiver(al to ſalvation? 
A, "The manifeſtation of itis univerſal unto all, but unbehevers have no part 
in it, as an admunitration to falvation., 
. What is his adminiſtration '# that appearance of love, prace, and mercyun- 
fo ſuch as reject him? 
A. An adminiſtration of Judgment, to cut down and deſtroy the worker of 
iniquity, and the gain-laying and rebellzous nature, 
'Q. How doth he appe:r an love and judgment, in one and the ſame ninj- 
ration? 
A. He appears in love to the tender breathings which ſimply thirſteth af- 
ter him, and in judgement to the obſtinate and rebellious nature, that ſtands in 
oppoſition againſt him. 
Q., oe is this adminiſtration of the love, grace and anercyof Chriſt to be at- 
taine 
A, By his lightin the conſcience, for the light is manifeſt from his love 
and life, and guides up to his love and life all char obey ic in its manifeſtation, 
N How doth the light manife ( it ſelf tn orger tothe attainment of lif, life ? 
re A, It manifeſts it FF apaint all chat in man, which alienates him from the 
C 


Q. 'How is man alienated from the life ? 

A. By the power of darkneſs which ruleth in him, and leads him captive, 

Q. 'what is captivity ? 

A. The bondage of the ſeed of God. 

Q. what is that which cauſes bondage and captivity upon the (eed of God? 

A. The ſeed of the evil doer, and: the generation of its unclean nature 
from which is produced all the hearts luſts with which the holy ſeed of God is 
oppreſled and burdened. 

; Q. But deth the light of Chriſt as the Conſcience make manifeſt the ground of 
0naaue ? 

A, Yes, for the ground of bondage is darkneſs, and the light makes dark- 
nels maniieft, and appears againſt ir, and all thedeeds of it. 

Q. «bat a the flare of m mar i bondepe ? 

A. Aſtateof ix: orrow, pain, anguiſh, tribulation iſtrels, ging nn 
ning, crying, complaining, heavinels and groaning, 

Q. 45 thgt the farerfi af peghle that ere «lienated from the life of Chri | 

A. oy for man inthefall and wtheapoſtacy is under the/power dicks 

neſs, and dlthe evil dackof dicknela getdies 6 her in a body; and that's 
the body of fin and deaththat EST feed of God travels in abs 
under tz, 8nd groans to: be.deliv Il 4 
/ Q ”_ are not ſome Jraple jonfal whil: ft they \are alienated from tho ſs 
of Chriſt ? 

A. The feed ofthe evil doer ran $$ e over the ſeed of God, but TO 
joy is bondage andit is a joy that muſt come'\.uro mourning and end in ; 
G_ and in the midft of that joy there is {omerimes a ſenſe of trouble 4nd 


Q. hat are tbe deeds: of darkneſs particulariph thar do oppreſs and hank the 
284, of God ? 
A. | Preplanien, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſnels, inorginate affections, evill 
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concupiſcence, eovetouſnels, -drunkennels; pride, anger, malice, envy, witch- 
craft, hatred,variance,ſtrife, tooliſhje!.ing,vain communication,vain thoughts, 
idle words, praying in the will of the fleſh, preaching 1n the wiſdom' below, 
ſe!frighteouſnels, with all other things which are acted by the motion of the 


fleſh, which are all of a contrary nature to the pure and holy ſeed of God, and - 


is the oppreſſion and burden of it. f 

Q. But how may ſuch people know when they live in ſuch things which doth buy. 
den and oppreſs the ſeed of God? OE OOO 3 Bd +4 

A. By thelight of Chriſt in the Conſcience, for the light 'doth niake them 
manifeſt, and alſo reproves them. AE Je KEIL. £9 

Q. And doth the light of Chriſt make ſuch diſcoveries in the Conoiewory of 

C0 le ? Ys. 

| A. Yes, for there is never a ſecret thought but the light ſhews it .'if the 
heart intend any evil, it is ſeen in the intention, and that which makes ſuch 
diſcoveries is thelight; for the light makesall things maniſeſt"(mark)-all things 
and if all things, then thereis not any thing thar is hid from it, and [0 people 
may know when there is an inclination or an 1atention-icntheir hearts to do 
any-thing that they ſhould not do, they ſometimes are ſenſible that they ſhould 
not intend that which they do, and will fay, They ſhould not have ſuch 
thoughts and intentions as is ſtirring in them, and fo _ in ſecret what 
they incline unto, and many times are ſecretly convinced of the evil of their 
own intentions and inclinations, and are ſtopped from doing that which they 
have an intention to do; and that which thus ſecretly diſcovers, and ſecretly 
convinces, it is the light of Chriſt, and ſo the compaſſion of God manifeſts it 
ſelfin the light, and he reacheth to the oppreſlor with rebuke, and to the op- 
preſſed in loveand mercy, ; YA | 
--:Q. Y# hat is the ground of the manifeſation of the light by which ſuch Wiſcove- 
ries are made ? Ti Rp 

A. The ground of its manifeſtation is the love of God, for he would not 
that any ſhoauld:periſh, and all people in the fall are in-a periſhing ſtate, and 
thercf,re he manifeſts his light to convince and reprovethe ſinner in his way, 
that he may turh from his way and livey'.and hereby he1s manifeſt to be a 
God gracious and merciful, in that he wonld not the death of a ſinner, but 
ſhews the fin to the ſinner, and reproves-hitn-for ir, that he might forſake it and 


Q. But can man be freed from fin whileſt he is in the ibody? i! 

As Yes, if he love the light which es it, thelight will free him from 
it; for in the-Lght there is no fin, and.therefore they that joyn to the light 
which reproves ſin, they with the II out of {in,and ſo they come 
from under Satans power which is the ground of fin; unto the! power 'of God 
which takes the ſin away, and thereby the! Conſciencecomes to be: purged 
and cleanſed from all iniquity and fin; and the righteouſnetfs of Chriſt comes 
CAINBER $ new life, tree by Feſas Chriſt hath hut 

'Q. But is not the grace of Goa free by Feſus Chriſt, ana hath not' Chriſt accom- 
bes the work of 4 wk by himſelf alone % 1 1 0 Df | 

| A. The grace of God is free by Jeſus Chriſt, and ia his light it is freely ma- 
nifeſt, and therein it appears untoall,and brings ſalvation unto all that receives 
is \and' ſo it . may be felt what Chriſt accompliſhes. for falvation by himſelf a- 
lone, which will not fall to an unbelievers part,either as towhat he hith done, 
of is doing, in thoſe that beheve in ham, . nadlont ff 

« (19: Q. But 
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Q. But if there be # belitving in Chriſt for $ulvtion, dork mit bis Sdlvarion 
belong unto ſuch without any thing dont on their pays, 

A. Chriſt is the Author of Faith, and there is none oan' truly belive until 
he give them Faith in his power,and | he doth nt give Faith to any bur ſuch as 
ubeys his light, and therefore ſuch as applies Salvation by Chriſt throuph theix 
own belief of what he hath accompliſhed for Salyation,rhey ate not in the faith 
whuch faveth, but contrariwile are in the unbelief ro his light and power; int 
which he bringeth Salvation by the relurredtion of his life, . » #1 

Q. How aoth the li oy within man manifeſt it ſelf in order to Salvathnt 

A. It manifeſts ic elf againit the darkneſs, and all the deeds of it, it ads 
out al wandring thoughts, and vain imaginations, ſo that a man may ſes 
with the light that is within him, when the Uarkne(s hitn, and when 
the luſts of the fleſharemoving ts any evil; and thus doth the light within trun 
manifeſt it ſelf in order to Salvation, 

Q, And i the light an univer =_ manifeſtation wnto all wen? 

A. Yes, And that without reipe& of perſons, 

Q. Anudis the love if God univerſally teniiped ants al in ſuch 4 mulifefts: 
tiow ? > 

A. Yes, Forthe light being manifeſt from the love, it renders it my the 
manifeſtation. | 

Q. And i the lowe received by all unto adins it & ſo tendred? 

A. Nay, for many reje& the light, and will not become ſubject cothe £6 
proof of it, - and ron that do fo, they do not receive the love whuck in thag.ma- 
nifeſtation is tendred umo them. -: - - 

Q.- Butt is there any thing thas lyes on Murs part in order to his ſalvation? 

A. - Yes; he is to obey the light md followityand then the light will teach 
him todeny himſelf, and to take up the daily Oroſs, 

Q. And doth the light worE hay order" a0 fwourhs if mew obey it and fot 
low 1? j7 | 

A. Yes, for he that obeys the light and follows ir, hedods' not abide in dark: 
neſs, butcomes to the light of life.) 

Q. Hath man pe in __ to cer to the tight, and to obey it, and fo - 
Irmo 18? 

A. Nay, of himſelfhecando bach nortum from ahing 
that is evil, burif he ſtand fill when che [Igheyeproves him) be qwking 
a _ Aagcrors x Spree ye the gh apr for, 
and fo by giving tothe W COmes, 
hel chore in in obediengeto ir, ode i aroeed Giker ems 
feſtation, it caſts it ſeWabourhingg; and withyivs = fcparates him from 
the ſin, and begetsa diſlike i trieq unco is; "ſathie he rs. abhor/ thecap- 
pearance of it, and thin inrhe2fireagth of the&love, hermurnms! from thepbwer 
of Sarary unto the power of God, perk lighv-becomes this leaderand nea- 
cher, inthe way of peace, forhabGalvation'is th thedight alone, andrdot! by 
any thing which is done by man of _— yet the __ uires, nan! to 
yedd. himſelf unto it, and himſelf unco ir, te anlwets: the) re- 
quiring of it in obedience, ard. becomes a' ſeryanv\ro-the bg all 
things.” - 

Q- what doth the like wort 4 nh ms weld rhimſelf Fo ; ferve #?' 
A.” It then riſes int power, arid'/is felt powerful tothe pulling G_ 
the ſtrong hold of fing and onthania3 0 '/powers of darkneſs, wag 


the 


i } 
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the unclean corrupted.nature. comes td be Crucified, and fleſhly hiſtscander- 
ned, and fo the burdens, weightsant1 loads drogeenoved;unces whichman| hath 
travelled and ed: 1:12] 1650; 

\Q.. But 45 the lip ht. ſufficient ty fave man from allſt vl ”, dntr preſent tow holy 
and blameleſs befers God? f 1 bes. gift val 21 

A. Yes, it is lagand they, that. Jovelit knows it to beſos for he: light: is 
Chriſt and all power in heaven and carth is given.unto-him, and: there i& no- 

impoſſible with him, nor t00 hard for, im, if mag! @ cot #49p-—"3 "i 
Iz ainſt him, + -- IK 
-Q- nd doth Me youer in ths if "; work contrary to mans own with 
end reqſonc} 1: » 

A. Yes, for the Power is the Croſs unto the will, viddoore and abort of 
man,arid in all things worketh as a croſs untdthar nature, and ſtops itz)anth 
chains it, and yoaks it down when it would beat liberty, MET 1 des 

Q. And is that-weert of the power unto 8alidation ? | 

A. Yes, if it be obeyed that the-oppolerdornot quench, 1 it putsa ce 
betwatu-the precious and chexileyand-{o.xiſes as'a hammer 'and kavghs down 
thevile, and takes hold on it as a fire and burns it up, and {0 man comes igto, 
the fiirtizte where-Gad 1% .4 edvfumiug fire; &; 

Q. But can any abide the day of his comming in ſuch a diſpenſation. ?. = 

A. Yes, ſome there be that daebide 1t, who: loves not:their lives by _ 
bu truſts in the Lord though be kills'them.' -i! - ::; "al: 

Q<:And is S loation wrought: through ſuch: 6 dipebſurhr of Chriſt Gf 

A. Yes, for he is terrible whileſt * wicked ſtand in his ſight, andireyeals 
himfelf in flaming fire to execute -vengeance.upen the rebellious nature, for 
his appearance untt Salvation is: in judgment «gaioſt all, and __ ap. chat 
would not that he ſhould reigg,) 1: ' 

-.. Chunk doth Ghrift: work this work in man ? 2 

A. Yes, for ſin is within man, and there muſt Chriſt work to purge his con- 
(crericeat ever he:he;niade clean. !! 

Q But do noxe Enew Chrift to be Salvation but Jock - feeh his wood with- 
tn them? , Vi TIL 

A. No, for it is is rol be underſiood thr whilſt man remaines P the _ he 
is ucider:the power ;of darknelg;i powet of. Chriſt muſt work 
withindum:to ſabdus tht pqwer'of darknels that rulethi over. him, and to ſave 
him from the temptations. thatthÞ darkneſsienzangles bimin, and -ſo-man is e- 
vernoftand in the! pure! feat. of: God, wanfor thei ippearance. of his 
pawer zo deliver mm out of the ſadres in whiah he ly led:inthe dark- 
neſs} and then he-willtegtthe workof the power in hirn, tocaſtowithe ftrong 
manawhich bath kept the houſe, and: the) payter rc man; in; thei. awe 
that hedare not ſin, for who have, felr'the;j t ofthe Lord forfing they 
ſtand in the prire fear, leaft' at ady\ruds , 1 fees ſhould ; flip: inte lin, 
and this'is true love ro God, When {in —_—_ with ive his, Spyric is 

ieved. 71} 10 een" 5 

Azd doth the obs m__ efultuth eaSulvaribn 4s oo yeilds him elf unto 
it, Þ—- pres thatwhich it doth reprove. bima fort yori9ibod | fe 

A. Yes, it works effecually unto Salvation, by deſtroying death, and him 
that hath the power of it, which is the.devil,and ſobythework of: the pow 
er, the old - man is, crucited,, and. the: old;,works, words,” and nhoughes, 
age all- dye, and ſin is condemned. dt: thei fleſhy ang. the. fleſh, 1s, brought 


unto 
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unto {ubje£tion and lilence through death, and this man muſt know wrought 
jn him by the power of God, it ever he come to eternal life, forno unclean 
thing that mult enter into the 240 ome of God, and therefore it muſt be 
du: cd and pur off before the Kingdome can be obtained. 

Q. Rut muſt man paſs throxwch death, and riſe again whilft he is in the 
Boay ! 

A. Yes, For except he be regenerated and born again, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdome of God, and theretore it muſt dye to the firit Adam's feth, and 
be quickned andraiſed again in the lecond Adam's Spirit, and (o in the Reſur- 
rection and life enter the Kingdome as a little child. 

Q. And doth the work of the Poreer bring death upon the firſt Adam through- 
out ? 

A. Yes, for no part or Property of the firſt Adam that muſt live before God; 
and as the jecond A4z ries in power, the firlt Adm 1s ay to death , and fo 
the quickning Spirit of the ſecond Adam goes over the (inful fleſh of the 
firſt Adam, and there is the Relurreion of the Seed, and the tranſlation of 
man into its n.1ture, where he receives a new body, and a new life, in which 
body and life he bears the image of the Heavenly , and then he is blameleſs in 
Body, Soul, and Spirit, 

. And is that the way by which man mull come to inherit life eternal? 

A. Yes, forlite eternal is only in the Son, and man in his own life is alie- 
nated from it, and therefore he muſt dye unto his own lite, before he can in- 
herit eternal life in the Son. 

2. Andis there none that pleaſe God but who are thus regenerated and born 
494in? 

s A. None in the fleſh can pleaſe God, and therefore man is to wait in the 

wer for a new birth, which is not after the fleſh, bur after the Spirit, which 

ww the Spirit is the . Fathers beloved Son , in whom he is well- 
leaſed, ; 

, . How doth the Power diſpoſe man in the death ? 

A. It diſpoſes him. in ſtilnels, keeping all fleſhly motions in ſilence, ſo as 
a little child he lies nakedly and innocently before God, and hath no will, nor 
wiſdom, nor realon left in him, but all baptized down into the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, where they are diſſolved into nothingnels, and there the power kills 
him and gives him life again z and fo man laies down his own life and takes 


* vÞplifein Chriſt, ina which life he comes to be raiſed in the Reſurre&ion of 


Chrift ; and here is the paſſing from death to life, where man puts on Chriſt, 
and is made a new creature, and in a new life he then ſerves God, and plea- 
ſethGod, for his thoughts, words and works are all changed; and with a new 
rongue he then {ings the new ſongs, and gives glory, and honour, and yay 5 
and thanks unto him that ſits upon the throne, who lives for ever, and ever, 
and this is in ſubſtance the whole matrer. 

Q., But doth not the birth of the Seed meet with much oppoſition in its Reſur- 
rection ? 

A. Yes, whileſt it isin the Travail it is ſtrongly oppoſed by a contrary na- 
ture, and many dangers thatlye neer on every hand, until death hath paſſed 
upon all, as is faid before, but when the powerhath crucified the firſt Aden 
throughout, and that the Seed be raiſed into the glorious liberty of its own 
life, then the ſeed reigneth, and hath dominion and government over all op- 
poſitions, triumphing in victory. | 

Hhhhh Q, But 
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. © Q. But how arc opjoſitions removed, and dangers e(caped in the Trawvas!? 

A. By Faith in the power, and watching to keep clole to the leadings of it, 
and fo the power will remove oppolitions, and defend from dangers, for the 


watch being kept to it, and the Faith ſtAding ſtedfaſt in it, the enemy hath * 


no pawer to prevail though he may tempt, tor the living power is a wall on 
the right hand and on the left, to prelerve trom dangers, and it goes before 
as a Conquerour to remove oppoſitions, and comes behind as a {afe guard to 
keep off the Enemy, for {miting the hindmoſt part of the Camp, and thus 
Chriſt by his power is all in all every way to the Travelling Babe, that cannor 
reſt in any place below the freedome of his own lite, and therefore let none 
enter into ugbelicf, as it oppolitions could never be removed, nor _— 
ce.:rly ecaped, for he that quickneth and giverh lite to breath after him, he is 
mighty in his Power, and he doth aſluredly ſave to the utmoſt the birth of his 
own begotten, which abides in the {1mple tender breathings to poſſeſs more 
of his lite, ; | 

Q. But may t'ere not be captivity after te power ve received, and that ſome- 
thing be quickned by the power to breath after God? : 

A, That preſent ſtare is captivity, for that which by the Power is quickned 
to breathafter God, it is then in Caytivity, and breaths in the Power to be de- 
livered out ofcaptivity, and as the Power is received, and Faith kept in it, 
the Power works in order to deliverance. | 

2. But may there not be captivity after there be deliverance in ſome meaſure 
wrought by the Power ? 

A. Yes, there may be ſo, for if the mind err from the Power, and unbelief 
enter, there may be captivity again 1n thole very places out of which the 
Power hath wrought deliverance, and lo many'may come to taſte of the 
word of God, and the Powers of the World to come, and yet may go back 
again, and here captivity comes upon many who have had a long travail out 
of «M2 ypt, and have ſeen great and wondertul things wrought by the Power. 

Q. But is not the Power ſufficient to preſerve from going aitray, and returning 
ayain unto ſuch a ſtate, as to come into auptivity after it hath wrought deli_ 
verance? 

A. The Power is as ſufficient to preſerve as to deliver, and is not at all 
weaker in the one than in the other, but where ſuch a [tate comes to paſs, there 
is not-Faithfulnels to the Power, but temptations enter and prevail, and fo the 
mind goes from the Power into the Temptations, whereby there is a way 0- 
pened-tor rhe darknels to riſe again, which in the dayof tenderneſs and faith- 
tulne(s rothe Power, was kept in [ubjection under the yoak. 

Q: And doth the Power follow after ſuch a94:a, after they err from it, and 


do-not- abide faithful in it, to recover them and deliver them ont their capti- 


wvity? 

A. Yes, for the Lord waits to be gracious, and though there may bea 
backſliding, yet -he doth not ſhut up his compaſſion, but condilcends in bow- 
els of tenderneſs to follow the wandering theep which 1s gone aſtray, and by 
the word of his Power he calls to return, and if there be a yielding to the word 
of Power, and a joyning to it again, the Lord heals the back{lidings, and loves 
as. freely as ever he did, and to he brings the erring ſheep again into the Fold, 
and gives it Paſture amongſt his Flock, and here he ſhews his goodneſs in the 
Riches of his Mercy. + 

O. And doth the Power preſerve and keep all [ifs in their Traw1i! that a- 
bide in it Faithfully ? A, Yes 
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A., Yes, for they,that abide in the Power, aud are guided: by the, Power; 
they do not err, hut, bythe Power axe kept through taith unto S4lvation, and 
all the babes that live 18, power,, they receive ſtrength in the power, anddo 
not faint. ' : Nes:1-9:] | | 

Q. hat are the dangers that may befall whileſt the Seed is in travail} | 

A: There be very many which Light diſcovers diltin&ly, yet I ſhall namea 
few of them, : ' | 

\ 1. Toglory in the fleſh, with that which is manifeſt from God in the day of 
tendernels. yer! 

2. To gather the manifeſtation of Truth into the Wiſdome below, and to 
enrich the falſe birth, ; 

3. Tocenter in theform or practiſe of Truth, as.it ſtands in appearance only, 

4. To lie down at eaſe after ſomething of Truth be received. 

5. Toliveupon the knowledge of what is (een afar off, 

6. Toenter into unbelief, 1n time of tryal and afflictions. 

7. Torunout of the preſent meaſure of Truth, and to hunt after the know-- 
ledge of it through the comprehenizon, 

8. To feed upon any thing that Hows not from the nmmediate openings, and 
ſpriagings of life. £5 an | 
| Fe Tq draw any concluſion of, ſecurity, and to lie down in it as a place of 
reſt, Y 
_ Theſgwith many more, which with. the light- may be ſ[cen, are all great 
dangers 1n the travail, and temptations he very neer in them, which being 
joyned.untq brings the ſeed intq captivity, after there may be deliverance.out 
of Ezyph. | | ; 

n £ may ſuch dangers be eſcaped, and a ſafe way walked in throwh the 
Fratailt | = Af tot» 
A. By keeping in theeverlaſting power, andliving by Faith in it, for, the 
Power.is the crols, unto mans own will, and ftops Nimroa's hunting nature, 
and chains underall the unruly affeions, and fo the mind abiding in rhe Pow- 
er, all dangers are eſcaped, and the innocent. babe is ſafely prelerved out of 
the hands of all its enemies,  __ py: | 

Q. what are be ang? particularly where the:Power becomes ſuch a defence 2; 
to preſerve the birth ſafe in its travail ? | 

A. 1. The lownels and humblenels of mind. 

2. The poverty and nakednelſs. 

- 3+ The nothingnels and:emptznefs, 

_ 4+. The ſimplicity and 'jnnocency, 

- 5, The integrity and ſincerity, 

- 6, The faith and patience. | 

7. The meaſure of the Power received 

" Theſe places with many more, which with the light may be underftood, 
are places where the Power overſhaddows the birth, and is a {ure defence unto 
it, whereby it is preſerved out of all dangers whilett it is 1n the travail, 

_ Q- But when there js 4 clear ſight through ſume opening of the life, may there 
not (afely be a reaching toit, and a ew abs of it into poſſeſſion ? 

A. Qh no, take heed in that place, for it there be a reaching forth to com- 
paſs that which may clearly be ſeen through ſome opening of the life, thar 
which openeth will preſently ſhut up by drawing it felt into'its own perfect na- 
ture and fulge(s, and then the enemy ſuddenly preſenteth a transformed ap- 
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Pearance in the likeneſs of that which was truly opened, and the reaching pars 
being at liberty, it catches at the enemies preſentation, as if ir was the {ame 
thing which was en in the openings of the life, and io laies hold upon ir 


with an eager deſire, and compaſſeth the falſe likenels into poſſeſſion, but mil- - 


ſes of thetrue ſubſtance, for when there is ſuch a pure opening in thie life, and 
that there be a clear ſight, rhar it is the ſpring or fountain whnch rhe innocenc 
thirſteth after, then there is to be a ſilence 1n the fear, that ſo, that which o- 
peneth may compaſs that which thirſteth, and bring tr into a larger poſlefſion 
of its own fulneſs, and fo it is the life which openeth, which muſt gather and 
compalſs that which rhirſteth into 1ts own opening, and that is a true artd ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion of endleſs riches, which none can compals to thenaſetves, 
though there.may be a clear fight in ſome openings, for the life is jealons of 
its own glory, and will not give it to another, and ſoflmts up ir ieff again 
when thereis a reaching to compots it through-any opening. | 

O. But do not ar fireams flow to the thirſty in ſuch an opening of the life, by 
which it i refreſhed and comforted? 

A. Ifthere be ſilence in the fear, the thirfty receives conſolation, and fatis- 
faction through that which is meaſured forth from the fulnefs in the opening, 
and ſo the ſtreams of virtue do reach unto it ; and there is not to be areaching 
forth to compaſs the fountain, and here ftrength is renewed through the re- 
newings of the mercy. | 

2. F, not that which is taſted and felt toconſolation and refreſhing ar one time, 
good for the ſame uſe and ſervice at another time ? | 

A. As it comes freſh from the ſpring, and ſo the fame it is ; but if the ſame 
25 it hath been once taſted and felt, then it is not, for the babe muſt have the 
breaſt, and the freſh milk fromit again for conſolation and refreſhing, when e- 
ver it ſtands in need, for that which once hath been taſted, and felt, and di- 
gefted, is never good for nouriſhment any more, and cherefore the babe is ever 
to depend upon the fountain of its tiatural generation, and in filence and fear 
waiting, all things good for food wilt be.grven unto it from time to time, ac- 
cording to its nzed, and fo the new birth lives by new food, which is never 
corrupted, bur in the fountain is preſerved ſweet and favoury, the feeling of 
which as it is tniniftred in the freſh openings of the life, is pure conſolation 
and refreſhing, | | 

Q. And is reft and peace attained in the conſolation and refreſhing through 
ſuch a miniſlration? ; 

A. Yes, the babe hath reſt and peace in it, for being confolated and refreſh- 
edthrough the miniſtration, it lies down in reft and peace, and ſo through no. 
riſhment andreft, it grows up into a more perfect ftature of the meafure of 
Chriſts fulneſs, and becomes ſtrong in the Lord, | 

Q. How is the birth diſpoſed when it comes into ſuch a ſtature of rhe meaſure 
T Fer | teneſs, meekneſ: aſti 

. Iris difpofed in love, mercy, gentleneſs, meckneſs, peace, juſtice, equity, 
uprightneſs, ſincerity, innocency, and ſimplicity, in which it bears OY *k 
venly Image of Chriſt in his _—_— nature, and in his heavenly wiſdome 
is in all things diſpoſed towards and Men. 

0. Ard doth the pare Religion conſiſt in the manifefation of ſuch virtues and 

races ? 
A. The pure Religion conſiſts in the Power and Wiſdome of God, and 
ſuch virtues and graces are manifeſt from rhe pure Religion, and are rhe ef- 
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fects of it, and fo ſpread abroad as natural branches of the life. 

2. And do all things become new i man .fter he be ſo changed through repe- 
xeration? 10.8 

A. Yes, for when all the ola 15 dead and buried by the reſurrection of the 
ſeed, then all chings become new 1n man, for the new birth hath new thoughts 
words, and works, and 2 new tongue. 

Q. Andbath net the new birth any agreement with the old iy any place ? 

A. Nay, that is not poflible, for they are contrary one to the other in all 
things, and there is no agreement between them in any thing, 

Q. But do thoſe things which are in appearaxce manifeſt the natures of the two 

ceads ? 
Y A. Yes, for as they are contrary in nature, fo they ate contrary in manife- 
ſtation. 

Q. And doth the nature of the evil ſerd prodnce a manifeſtation atcording t1 
its nature? 

A. Yes, for every manifeſtation hath a ry before it be manifeſted, 
and the evil ſeed being in government, it ſends forth a manifeſtation according 
to its nature, and ſo the tree may be kaown by its fruit. 

Q, what are the manifeſtations that from the evil feed are produced? | 
- A. They are generally included in thoſe things which are by people unre- 
generated obſerved, who are called the world, or worldly people, and fo the 
pride of life is not of the Father, but of the world, that is a manifeſtation 
of the nature of the evil ſeed which ruleth un the world , and io it is concerning 
all other things whuch are obſerved by people unregenerated, who are not of 
the Father, but of the World. 

Q. And c4nmt thoſe that are bornof the ſeed of God, joyn with thoſe things 
which by the world are ebſerved? 

A. Nay, thercis an unpoſſibility lies there alſo, for they are born of another 
nature, and there 1s no agreement 1 contrarie, either in nature or manifeſta- 
tion, | 

2. And doth not the world, or the birth of the fleſh, deſpiſe and hate the birth 
born of God, becauſe it canpot anſwer what 15 obſerved in that nature? 

A. Yes, and all9 periecutes ut, and that is the ground of all envy, ſtrife, and 
perſecution outward, becaute the birth born of God, delights to do the will of 
God, and the will of God being contrary to the will of man, the birth born of 
the will of man, hates the birth bora of God, and perſecurtes ir. 

O. And doth the birth born of Godenanre perſecution without reſiſting or ve- 


Vengimg ? 
&. Yes, for it ſuffers in the will of God, and ſo lies down in patience and 
uietneſs, in which it hath true contentment and peace, through all things 
that come to paſsby outward tryals and affliions, 
Q, Then is it not the birth of the fleſhthat ſtrives andperſecates about Relipion? 
A. Yes, for the natureof 1ts envy, and where ir is not bowed unto, then 
it perſecutes, and ſpoils, and deitroys in its envious nature, and fo revenges it 
ſelf in cruelty upon ſuch as cannot walk in its way. 
. And doth not God wonderfully appear with bis own birth in a ſtate of out- 
ward tryals, and (ufferings. 
A. Yes, more wonderfully than can be expreſſed in words. 
. How doth he appear with it in ſuch a tate? 
A. In his endleſs love, mercy, and goodneſs, through which his bowels of 
com- 
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compaſſion breakethin tendernels unto his afflicted Children, whereby they re- 
ceive ſtrength in him to ſtand in every tryal:that comes upon them for. their 
faithfulnels unto him. i 2 | . 

' Q. And db all born of God put their truſt in him alone? | A, 7 

A. Yes, for they have not another'ro truſt in beſides him; therefore they 
wholly caſt their care upon him in al! conditions, and he forfakesthem not in 
theiradverlity, but ſtrengthens their tanhz and keeps: them in patience to-en- 
dure unto the end. | T0 F 3.77 #1 N's 

Q. An4 what doth outward afflittions work for ſuth as are'exerciſed in then? 

Ai They work for much guod every way, for thereby man cornes'to ſee his 
own nothingne(s and emptine(s, and is brought into humbleneſs of mindt6 
wait upon Gud,. for the renew ing of hisſtrength in the preſentexereiſe,- that 
he may not be weary nor faint in it. TO 2 AOULEY 

Q. Thenis it not good tobe —_— in outward affiifFions ? 1h tn 

4. Man is not to make choice of any thing, but to ſtand in the will of Go 
and if for the exerciſe of his Conſcience towards God, afflitions'dh betide him, 
then he will feel it work for much good , but the choice of it in his' own will 
doth not bring any comfort. EA 

Q. Are there any that chuſe outward afflictions in their own will? 

A. There may that come to paſs through the will 'as may cavſe outward fuf- 
ferings, but it cannot be truly laid that the will chufes the ſuffeings, but may 
ator practile ſuch things as may caule outward Ng to be inflited, 

Q. How may it be known when a man:-ſuffers in the will of God, and when he 
(uffers for any thing done in his own will? ')- (co 

A. It may be known by the motion of Gods pry hm, for by the pow- 
cr the underſtinding 1s informed into' the truth, as alſo, what is not of the 
truth, and {o the power conſtrains a man that is joyned unto it, to bear witneſs 
unto che truth, and againſt that which is out of the truth? and whoever comes 
into outward fufferings for the exerciſe of their Conſcience, inthis teſtimony 
they ſuffer in the will of God, but ſuch as are barely from the Scriptures con- 
clude tomerhing to themlelves, either to be truth, or not'the truth, arid ſo put 
thejr own concluſions into practice, and then for their own conclufions come 
to ſuffer, it cannot be traly ſaid of tuch, that they ſuffer in the will of God, or 
that they chule fufferings in their own wills, but in their own wills have con- 
cluded ſomething to themſelves, and have choſen their own concluſions, which 
in practiſe dittzrs from the practile eſtabliſhed by the Nations Laws, for which 
caule ther2 ar2 tome that come into outward ſufferings, but more in that place 
which chufſes liberty rather, _ | 

Q. But 114) n0t 4 man in wiſdume ſo order himſelf” 4s to eſcape all outward ſuf- 
ferings, concerning the exerciſe of his conſcience, by conforming to the requirings 
of the preſent times, 1nd yet keep a good conſcience towards God? 

A. Armanin his own wildom may fo order himſelf, as toeſcape all outward 
ſuffering in that place by conforming, but this is to be underſtood, that ſuch a 
man doth not ſtand in the will of God, neither in ſo doing can he ſtand with 2 
zcod Conſcience towards God , tor, he that conforms to any practiſe which 
man oblerverh, being convinced that ſuch a practiſe is not according ro the 
mind and will God, and [o would eſcapeoutward ſufferings by conforming, 
and doth not ſtand in the power of God, to bear a teſtimony for God, that 
man 15 not born of the Seedof God. 

Q. 1n what doth the teſtimony of God ſtand? 
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A. Ir ſtands in the Seed, which hath the mind of God, and delight to do the 
will of God, 

Q. And dp all born of the Seed, beay forth a teſtimony for God? 

A. Yes,, they have a teſtimony ia the ſeed, and ſuch ſtand in the power, 
and bear wacaels unto the truth, and are not aſhamed of their reftimony. 

Q. 144. ao ſuch bear teſtimony unto ? | 

A, Tothetruth as It is in Jeſus, holding forth his life, power, wiſdom, righ- 
tzouinels, holinels, meeknels, and pattence, with all the graces and virtues of 
lus pure lite, 

Q. And wiat do they teſtifie ag 1in{t ? 

A. They teſtifie again{t all deceit and wickedneſs, vain cuſtoms, faſhions, 
and traditions of the World, againſt all hypocrifie and double-mindednels, 
will-worſhips, 2nd lelt-righteouſneſs, with all things generally that are mani- 
teſted by the birth of the fleth. | 

Q. And is that the ground why outward aſflictions betile thoſe that are born of 
the [eed of Goa, and bear forth a teſtimony for God ? 

A. Yes, for the Seed of the evil doer being at enmity againſt the ſeed of 
God, it labours every way to {upprels the tettimony of it, and ſo! the birth of 
the fleſh hath alwayes perlecuted the birth of the ſpirit ; and this is.to be obſer- 
ved, that where there 1s noteſtimony, there is no periecution , for if the birth 
of the.flethcan be anſwered in its way, and not teſtified againſt, 1t will not per- 
ſecute, becaule it is anſwered by its own nature, and it is againſt its nature to 
perſecute it ſelf, and fo it 1s, that the world loves its own, and hates ſuch as are 
not of it, and perlecutes them. Cs 

Q. An doth not God anſwer all ſuch as are faithful in their teitimony with 
peace and joy ? | 


A. Yes, he is their ſtrength and exceeding great reward, and they have 


much peace in him, and fulnels of joy in his prelence, 


Q. V hy do not ſuch as are born of the ſeed of” God, revenge themſelves upon 
their adverſaries when they have opportunities? 


A. Becaule revenge is contrary to their nature, for they are born of the pea- 
ceable nature-of Chniſt, in- which they love their enemies, and bear good will 
to all men, and fo they lie down in the will of God, and give their backs ro the 
ſmiters, and cannot reſiſt nor revenge, bur are ready to do good to thoſe that 
hare them and perſecute them, not tendering evil for evil, but ;overcome the 
evil with good ; and herein it 15 maniteſt that they are born of God,and know 
God, and ſo commit their cauſe unto him, as unto a faithful Creator. 

Q. But are not ſuch people in great bondage through outward ſuſſerings and af 
fictions, and ts not their ſwfferinns grievous untothem? _ back bo-eh 
4. Asto their bodies they are in much bondage and ſufferings, but they 
have inward liberty in God, and are free{t of all people, and they count their 
outward afflictions but light, in compariſon of their inward joy and glory, for 
they arethe living babes, out of whole mouths God, perfe&ts bis praite, and 
this is the —_ ny 1 in man by the mighty: power of Gad,, 4n which 

wer the everlaſting kingdome 1s known, and the riches of it inhexited, in 
which the babes ſit down rejoycing in the midſt of outward.,tribulationss 
and they learn the new ſongs, and fing them with. new tongues, with 
which they magnifie the Lamb tit lives for ever and &er : Even ſo; Amer. 
Glory be to the moſt high over all. 2nd 
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Something concerning the Foundation and Principle 
of the poor afflicted people of God, called 
QUAKERS. 


Queſt, H.t is the ground and foundation which you ( that are cal- 
led Quakers) do lay to your ſelves, as the principle of your 

Religion ? R | , 
Anſw. Our ground and foundation is Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s the only be- 


otten of the Father, and God hath layed it for us, and not we to our 
FF ves z and it is a ſure foundation in it ſelf, and allo ſure unto us, as be- 
ing laidof God for us, and this is the foundation and principle -of our Re- 
18100, 
5% where do you hold forth this foundation to be laid, which you ſay is laidof 
God for you ? 

a Ki laid of God within us, and is the rock of our ſafety, and ſo we hold it 
forth to be a ſure foundation, as knowing the ſtrength and power of it, which 
defends itſelf that the gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt it, nor againſt us 
that ſtand ſtedfaſtupon it. | 

Q. How ado you manifeſt this inward foundation, which you ſay is Chriſt ro be 
the true and only foundation which Ged hath laid? 

A, From the feeling that we have of it, by which we know that it is ſure 
in us,and from that ſure and certain knowledge which we have of it in the feel- 
ing, we manifeſt it from its own nature and being, unto its own natureand be- 
ing in others. 

Q. what ts the nature and being of it ? 

Anſw. It is unchangeable, in light, life, power, wildom , and glory, 
full of all goodneſs, virtue and merey, and in its nature and being is un- 
moveable. 

Q. How do you manifeſt it to be the only foundation, and that there is not 
another ? | 

A. From the wnchangeablenels of its own nature and being, for we know 
that God doth not lay any viſible or changable things for a toundation, but 
that, which is of himſelf within, and is invincible to the natural eye, and un- 
changable in its own nature, that is the foundation which God layeth, and we 
know no mancan lay another. 

. Andi that which is within youthe only foundation upon which you land, 
and the principle of your Religion ? Ei 

A. That of God within us is ſo, for we know it is of Chriſt, and being of 
Chriſt it muſt needs be only, and principal, for that which is only admits not 
of another, and that which is principal, is greateſtin being, and thus we know 
Chriſt in us, to be unto us the only and principal, who was before all things, 
and in whom all things conſiſt. 

Q. But do-you hold that this foundation and principle within you'ts ſ[offitient to 
give eternal life ? 

A Yes, 
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A. Yes, we do fo, for as we know that it is Chriſt ia us, ſo we alſo know 
the cicrnal ite which 1s in him, and that he is ſufficient to give eternal life- 
from his own fulnels, unto as many as receive him, in the gift of his grace 
manifelt within them, ; 

Q. How came youto the knowledge of that foundation and principle, which' 

ou (ay is within ou? | 

A. Bythe light which is manifeſt from it, that in our hearts gives us the 
light vf che knowledge of it. 

Q. iow do you know that it is a true light which gives you ſuch a know- 
leave ? 

A. By the operation and effects of it. 

How deth it operate unto ſach a knowledge ? 

A. By the !trength of its power in us, whereby that knowledge which'was 
gained through comprehending comes to decay and dye, and a loſs comes up- 
an ali that which hath any way been fetched in by the motion of the earthly 
wildome. 

Q. Axa doth it effect ſuch a thing in: you by its operation? 

A. Yes, it worketh effectually 1n us, to the crucifying of that nature which 
hath rebelled againſt God, | 

Q. Doth it operate unto ſuch effetts in'you without Faith? 

A. Nay, for it is the foundation and principle of our faith, and as our faith 
ftands in it, we know the operation and effects of it by our Faith, and in this 
Faith we pleaſe God, becauſewe believe that by his power ia us, he is able 
to ſubdae all things to himſelf. 


'Q. How come you to receive this Faith? 

A. Ry yailding our ſelves to the manifeſtation of the light, whereby we 
come toi be:drawn and gathered into the naturg of it, and fo receive Faith in 
it as the gift of God, FT ONTO 

Q. But have you not : ſome Faith in it before you yield your ſelves unto it ? 

A. We have a perſwafion wrought in us, that it is of God, and ſo +yeild 
our ſelves. unto it as 'being perſwaded that it is truth, and by yeilding our 
ſelves unto it, and receiving ' of it in its manifeſtation, we thereby 
_ into union with it, and know it to be the author and finiſher of our 
Faith, | 

Q. Ard doth that Faith give you aſſurance of eternal life ? 

A. Yes; it doth fo, for Chriſt is the author of it, whereby we are aſſured of 
his love tawards us,.and in the Faith that we have in him, we are ſure thar he 
is Chriſt the ſon of the living God, and by this'Faith we live in the aliura» 2 
of eternal lite, | | | ') 

Q.. But bow may your' Faith be known unto others tobe true Faith? * 

A. By the fruits and'effects that'is manifeſt' from it, through which 'it may 
be knoww-unto othersto be true Faith.  - 4 

Q. | what. are thoſe fruits and effetts ty which your Faith may ſo be known? :: 

A: 'Love, Mercy, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Peace, Long ſuffering, Patience, 
Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs of life, which is the fruit of our Faith, by which 
others: may know that it is true Faith. - at; | 

Q. But how do you believe unto ſalvation? Biey), 

A. By the Faith that we have in Chriſt Jeſus; our foundation and princi- 
ple, gh which we know that he is ſalvation unto us. and do __ 
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that there is not anothername given under heaven by which any can be fa- 
ved, but the name of Jeſus, 

-Q.. But s there 30 true Faith but what ſlands ina principle within ? 

A. Tire is but one true Faith, and that ſtands in a principle with- 
in, which 1s Chriſt, and the myſtery of it is held in a pure Conſcience, 


and this is a living Faith, in a living principle, and all other Faiths are 


dead. | 

Q. Az/ cx none have true Faith unto Salvation and life eternal, but ſuch as 
are of your opinion? | ; 

A. We are not in any opinion, but in the principle of life, by which we are 
ſaved, and receives life , and in this ſtate we ſtand not in any opinion,but in a 
feeling of life and Salvation, for all opinions are in notions and apprehenſions, 
in which none feels the life and Salvation in Chriſt, but what they apprehend 


in the natural part, unto that they give up their own belict, and ſo errs from - 


the hfe in themſelves, and neither believes unco Salvation, norreceives life 
eternal. | 

Q. But do you judge all to be in the unbelicf, that are not juſt as you are in all 
things? 

A. Nay, we do not ſo, for we believe that in every Nation, he that fear- 
eth God and worketh righteouſneſs is accepted of him, and we alſo believe 
that none can fear God and work righteouſnels to be accepted of him, bur as 
they are in ſome meaſure guided by the principle of his light in their conſci- 
ence, and have {ome faith 1n it towards God, and we believe that many in 


ſome {mall mealure do thus fear God, and work righteouſneſs, though 4 


do not underſtand the principle, by which they are drawn to do it, and ſuc 
we do not judge to be in the unbelief, but have unity with them in that mea- 
fure of Faith in which wy ſimply breath after God, and according to their un- 
deritanding walks in his 


ſuch be not juſt as we are 1n all things, yet being in any meaſure guided by our 


principle to fear God and work righteouſnels, we truly love them, and have. 
tenderneſs towards them, that in the principle they may grow in Faith, and; 


be as we are in all things. 

Q. And do you ſimply att from your Faith, in ſingle love to God? 

A. Yes, we do (o, for we know that our Faith proceeds from his love un- 
to us, and that is the overcoming power, by which we are conſtrained to love 
him, for he hath begotten us ; and quickned us 1n his life, in which our 
Faith is kept freſh and living unto him : and by the fame we act in ſimplici- 
ty and fervent love towar | | 

. What « your Faith concerning Chrift in you as a mediator ? 

A. We believe that Chriſtin us, doth offer up himſelf a living ſacrifice 
unto God for us, by which, the wrath and: juſtice of God is appeaſed to- 
wards us, and that through the offering end facrifice of Chriſt for us,the hand 
writing of ordinances vyhich ſtood againft us is blotted out, and a mediation 
vyrought betvveen God and us, and fo vye knovy the confideration of Chriſt 
unto us, and his mediation vvith the Father for us, and this is he in vvhom 
our Farh ſtandeth as the one mediator betvveen God' and man, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 

. What is your Faith comterning Chriſt in you, as an interceſſor ?' 


A” We believe that Chriſt in us doth itereed the Father in our behalf, and 
| pd 


ear, and ſerves him in righteouſneſs ; and though. 
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by him we do appeal to Cod in all our diſtrefles, and we believe that all 
our breathings toward God have acceſs unto him through the interceſſion 
of Chriſt for us, for as he knows what we want, fo allo he he knows the Fa+ 
thers will, and according to our want and the Fathers will he makes intercefſt> 
on, through whole interceſſion all our breathings are accepted of God, and © 
not only ſo, but we have alſo boldnels to draw nigh unto Cod, and by Chriſt 
our Interceſſour we have acceſs tothe throge of Grace, and fnd grace to help 
us in the time of our need, ſo that we are relieved in our diſtreſles and afflicts- 
ons through Chriſt that loves us, who by his mediation and interceſſion Pre- 
vails with the Father for us. | 

Q. what is your Faith concerning reconciliation with God by Chrift ' in 

ou? | 

: A, We believe through the offering and ſacrifice of Chriſt for us, that God 
is ſatisfied concerning our (ins, which in our alienation was committed againſt 
him by us, for as then Chriſt bare our ſins for us, ſo now by the offering ,up 
himſelf unto God on our behalf, our ſins are blotted out and done away; and 
we through 'him are reconciled unto God, and having reconciled us, he is 
eaſed of the ſins which he bare for us in our alienated ſtate, and fo he hath 
Nain the enmity which was the wall of partition between God and us, where- 
by we that ſometimes were ſtrangers unto God, and enemies in our own minds 
by wicked works, are now reconciledunto him in Chriſt, ſo that we are no 
more forreigners and ſtrangers in the enmity, but through the reconciling 
power of Chriſt in us we are brought nigh unto God, and in his Covenant 
of life and peace, we know his pardoning mercy in the remiſfion of our 
ſins, _ 


'Q. But do you now believe that you are now com? to (wth a ſtate as to be free. 
rom ſin? | | \ 

p wro., believe that Jeſus Chriſt the righteous doth make us free from fin, 
forin him there is no fin, and webeing made free by him, -we'are tree in- 
deed ; ſo that we now hve by the Faith that is in him, and by our Faith in 
him we have obtained may over the world, the fleſh and the devil; and in 
the victory we are freed , and walk with Chriſt in the glorious liberty of the 
Sons of Goud. | | | ny 

Q. But do you believe that you arc ſo freed froms ſin as not to commit ('n while(t 
We remain inthe body, or that there:can be ſuch a perfect flate attained in this 
life? x OH ' 
Anſw. We believe, that with God all things are polible, and we: al- 
ſo believe that wholoever are bora of God do; not commit fin, bur are 
perfe&t as the heavenly. Father is perfe& , + whoſe childreh they are: z 
_ we believe that ſuch a ſtate is attainable in: this life, whileſt in the 
body. | | Ui 1-2 

Queſt. But is it fo, with you at all times as; that ſich, hath no pawer 
over you? | | ML TRTES 

A. There 1s aftate whileſt the birth is in trayail,: as that temptations ma 
at ſometimes prevail ; for in that ſtate the birth is not come into full ſtrep 
through the growth of Faith, and ſo may ſin through weakneſs, but where-it 
is fo, thexe is a cry goes unto God. to. be delivered;;and though: there may 
be ſuch an; over-coming in weaknels /as that fin may: have- ſome power, yet 
that which cries to God in the fence' of fin,; it. hath an advocate with the 


[1111 2 Father, 


” 
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Father, even Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and he is the propitiation by 
whom the artonement is made, and through whom the ſin 1s pardoned 
and-remitted,' and ſo the birth grows ſtronger in the Faith, and goes 


ſus. 

Q. But ao you believe that "o of you 45 are grown into ſuch ſtrength, x; to 
hive wittory over the world, the fleſh, and the devil, are not lyable to temptations, 
1d that the motions of the fleſh do not ſometimes move and ſtir in you to commit 

4 
as Yes, we find that daily, but we conquer over them through him that 
loves us, fo that when temptations are proffered, we refiſt them 1n the pow- 
er of Chriſt, and whenthe motions of the fleth do move or ſtir unto fin, we 
{ubdue them and keep them under, and by our faith in Chriſt we have vi- 
&ory over them, and.though {uch temptations and motions may be ſtirring 
as altyein themſelves, yet unto us they are all dead, and we are dead unto 
them ; and though they may tempt us, yet they re not, for by Chriſt 
we are preſerved in the hour of temptation, and rhe [wicked one toucheth 
us not, and thus we. are kept by the mighty power of God, through taith 
unto falvation, and know Chriſt in us to reign over ſin, which ſometimes 
hath reigned over us, and in the dominion of his life we are conquerors in 
victory, and ſo our perfection is in Chriſt in whom there is no ſin, and we 
know that he is the finiſher of fin, and the bringer in of everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs unto us, and in his righteouſneſs and holy life, we live to the glory 
of the father, Yr VE Fly" by Chrif with . 

, But if all theſe things be done for you by Chrift within you, then what 
Wo > -& concerning har great f we” which by the death of Chriſt 
w4s accompliſhed on the Croſs in time paſt according to the Scriptures, or 
dothouot this your Faith concerning ſuch things done for 2 by Chriſt in you, 
make void his death upon the Croſs, and the benefits which is to be recetved 
zhoreby ? 

A. We believe that all things which are ſpoken by the holy Prophets and 
Apoftles concerning Chriſt, are true according to the Scriptures :and we be- 
lizve that all the diſpenſations of God which are manifeſted by the Scriptures 
arealtogerhertrue, and that they were all fulfilled according to the determi- 
nite will and councel of God, ſo that our faith concerning Chriſt in us, and 
the work which he there worketh for us, doth not at all make void any of 
the di{penſations of God, which in times paſt were revealed unto his w 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and by them teſtified inthe Scriptures , ſo that the 
work which the father then gave untothe Son to do: we believe that he ful- 
filled and'finithed according to the fathers will, and that all things partaining 
to life and ſalvation were fully and perfe&ly in him, and that he humbled 
tamflt tothe death of the Croſs ; and from death did riſe again : and we 
believe that he is the reſurre&ion and the life, and gives eternal life to all that 
believe in him, but that any do believe in him as heis Chriſt, who are de- 
ſpilers of his light and life in 'them, that is not our faith, for as we know him 
irWs, 4nd ſo have our faith-in him ; welikewiſe know the diſpenſation of 
God in times paſt, and theend.of their manifeſtation, and the time of their 
finiſhing, and the Scriptures are fulfilled in'us who liven the faith of Chriſt 
any 'walk-inchisSpirit : and 'we allo know and believe that he is oy Hs 


oh from one degree to another, untill it be made perfe& in Chriſt [e- - 
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Chriſt in us, which in diſpenſations paſt did humble himſelfto the Croſs, and 
doth perfect his work 1n us according to the determinate councell and will 
of the father, ſo that our faith concerning Chriſt in us, doth not at all make 
void what he hath done or wroug! 10 times pa{t, bur doth fully and per- 
featly eſtabliſh it as a true diſpeniauon, and by vur faith in Chriſt we know 
in a good underſtanding, the things that are paſt, pre:ent, and to come, and 
that Chriſt is yeſterday, today, and the ſame for ever, and of his lit-, na- 
ture, and being there is neither variablene(s nor changing, but an enduring 
ſubſtance of immortality, who is glorified with the father in the ſame glory 
that he had with him before the world began, who throughevery diſpenſation 
hath manifeſted his glory, and in this Tipenktion of his light and life he 
is come unto us, and we know him to be the firſt and the laſt, the beginning 
and theending, for him hath God the- father ſealed, and in him our faith 
ſtands ſtedfaſt. R 

Q. Aud have you ſuch faith in God, and love nnto him, + that you have ve- 

& wnto all his commands and to anſwer him in all things according t0 his 
will 2 

' A. Yes, our faith is ſach in him, and our love unto him, as that we have 
reſpe&t unto all his commands, for as he hath loved us and given Chriſt for 
us, even ſois our love begotten unto him, and in his love unto us, which 
is the ground of our love unto him, we in the ſame are made willing to run 
the way of all his commands, according to his will, and they are not griey- 
ous Unto us, 

Q. But whether do you not depend upon the things you do for life and ſalua- 
tion ? 

Nay, we do not ſo, for we have life before we have motion to at or doan 
thing that 15 pleaſing unto God, and in the life we have {aNation, and {ſo hte 
and ialvation 1s freely given us of God,and by his grace vve are ſaved,through 
our faith vvhich vve have in him, and that puts us upon motion and aCtion to 
do his vvill in all things, and yer not todepend upon vvhat vve do tor life, 
but to an{vver his vvill in all faithfulneſs, becauſe he hath given us lite ; and 
ſo we donor ad or do any thing for lite, but do all things vvhich he com- 
mands us from the motion of hus life, and this is life before action, vviich 
moves us to ation, and not a&ion before life, thereby to attain life , and fo 
vve are his yvorkmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good vvorks, vvhich 
God hath before ordained that vve ſhould vvalk in them,and this is ordained 
of God to be the fruit of ourlife and faith, and in theſe good vvorks vve vvalk 
to his glory, and'depend upon him alone forthe renevving of our ſtrength to 
continue in them unto the end. ' 

Q. But how do you manifeſt your good works which you ſay are ordained of God 
for you to walk in? 

A. By our faith vve manifeſt them, and the manifeſtation doth clearly de- 
monſtrate the nature and root to be of God, in vyhich they are created, and the 
nature 2nd root in vvhich they arecreated being of God, they muſt needs be 
good,” and fo they are good vyorks as being of God, and of God ordained that 
vveſhould vvalk in them, and that of God 1n every con(cience bears vvitne(s 
tothe fame, (o that vve knovv all our vvorks to be vvrought by him in us 
and for us, and vve do vvalk in them vvho are bora of him, and he alone 
hath the glory, though the natural man perceiveth not from vyhence they 
are, nor yvhither they go. 

Q. 1nd 
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*  Q, Anadisit your faith and love towards God that makes you ſuch a willing peo; 
ple to ſerve God, and to ao his will? : 

A, Yes, it is (0, for the day of his power hath oyercome us, and 
therein he hath begotren us unto a lively hope by the Reſurretion of Je- 
ſus Chriſt from the dead, and in him our Faith and Love is increaſed' 
and ſtrengthened to run without wearineſs, for in his life we have motion 
and action, whereby 'we are willingly dilpoſed to ſerve him, and to do his 
will. | 

Q. But how do you know all theſe things you att and do, are the Commands. of 
God, 4nd according to his will? | 

A. By the word of his power in us, through which we are made ſenſible of 
all his commands unto us, for as we are born of him, ſo we know his voice, 
and by his word we are inſtructed in his commands, and thereby put upon mo- 
tion to act and do them, and in our duty he gives us his peace, by whch we 
know that all thoſe things which we a& and do, are his commands unto us, 
and according to his will, Nv 

Q. But are you fo 04 gems through your faith and love towards God, asto an- 
ſwer him in all things he commands you? _ 24 if -; 

A. Yes, for it we ſhould y we love him, and do not keep his commands, 
we ſhould be lyars ; but we do ſo love him, and our faith is fo {tedfaſt in 
him, as that we are thereby conſtrained to keep his commands'in all. things, 
for it is natural unto his own birth to delight to do his will, and to do what- 
. ſoever he commandeth, and hereby we know that his love is perfected in us, 
and our faith and love is ſingle unto him, and as his good will is ma- 
nifeſted unto us, even (o are our hearts diſpoſed in good will towards all 

men. 

Q. what good will have you to (meh as you judge and condemn, becauſe they are 
not like-minded with you? | 

A. Much every way, for that which we judge: and condem in any, is 0n- 
ly that ſpirit which wrongs them, by which our good will is manifeſted unto 
that which ſuffers wrong, and this 1s our judgment according to truth , and 
knowing that the judgment of the Lord is according to truth, and having felr 
it ſo in our ſelves, through the condemnation of fin in the fleſh, we judge fin 
in the fleſh in whomloever it reigns, that ſin in the fleſh may be condemned, 
and they in the ſpirit may be juſtified ; and herein we manifeſt the: univerſal 
love of God to be ſhed abroad in our hearts, in which our good will extendeth 
unto all men, "490 5 5; [on ! 

Q. And is that the love with which you love yonr enemies? © © 

A. Yes, for 2s God had pity upon us in the day of our alienation fro 
him, and followed us with many tender viſitations, and alſo many righ- 
teous judgments z even ſo we know that he would not have.a ſinner to 


periſh, and in this love we labour for the good of all people, and it/is'the 
is 


eateſt manifeſtation of love to an enemy when his deſtruction -is not; 
tought z but rather a condeſcending to recover him out of the ſtate of his 
enmity, in a ſtate of reconciliation and peace, and we know that there 
are none that are enemies unto us, but they are enemies unto God, and crucifie 
his life in themſelves, and therefore our love is in pity towards them, though 
they be enemies unto us, knowing that they cannot have peace with God 

whulſt in that ſtate they remain, | 
 Q. And 
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Q. And are you ſo diſpoſed towards your enemies as that you cannot ſeek revenge 
when they do you wron'? 

A. Yes, that is thediſpoſition of our nature, not to ſeek 'revenge, though 
vve do ſuffer vvrong, for the revenging nature is in the fall, in vvhich pco- 
ple are enemies ungo God, and one to another bat it is not ſo vvith us vyhom 
God hath redeemed, tor though vve may have mc11y eremies, yet vve 
are not enemies unto any, though in the povver of God by vvhich vve 
are redeemed, vve do bear teſtimony againit the evil and the fin, and that ſpi- 
rit in us doth not ſeek after revenge, bur in all long ſuffering and patience vve 
bear the enmity of our enemies, and vvait to ſee their converſion out 
of the enmity, whereby our good will is manifeſted in love to their 

ouls. 

Queſt, But are you not the cauſe of the ſufferings that comes upon you, a 
being contrary minded unto all other people, and ſo are enemies to your 
etves ? 

/ A. Nay, the caule of our ſufferings re not from our ſelves, but from that 
ſpirit which cannot bear our teſtimony which God hath given us, which 
teſtimony being contrary unto the actings and workings of the ſpirit of 
darknels, it provokes the minds of ſuch in whom it rulethto enmity againſt 
us, and that is the ground why ſufferings come upon us, and we are clear 
for being enemies unto our ſelves in it, as having our taith and loye toyvards 
God in thoſe things for which we luffer. 

Q. But why cap you not be conformable unto thoſe things which other people ob- 
ſerve aud praitice outwardh,and yet keep vour Faith and love towards God inward- 
ly, and ſo have your Faith in your ſelves? 

A, Becaule we dare not deny, or own that outwardly which God doth ma- 
nife{t to us inwardly, either to be truth, or out of the truth, for ſo we ſhould 
deny our faith and love towards him every way ; anditis not poſſible that 
any ſhould keep Faith and love to God inwardly, and conform to any pra- 
&ice outwardly which is contrary to their inward principle, for as the bo- 
dy without the Spirit is dead, 4 Faith without works is dead alſo, and 
they that have faith to themſelves in the power of God, they alſo have 
faith in him to ſerve him in works of truth and righteouſneſs, and ſo we 
ſhew our Faith by our works, for the Spirit of faith being lived in as the in- 
ward principle, the body is diſpoſed by its motions, and it doth never diſpoſe 
the body to conform unto any outward thing which is contrary to its own 
nature, ſo that the body is not'ro a& the ſpirit, but rhe |pirit .is to act 
and govern the body, and where it is ſo, both the inward and the out- 
ward agrees in one, and there is faith inwardly and good works outward- 
ly, and we havea good evidence of the [pirit in our ſelves that fo it is with 
us, whereby we are preſerved upon our foundation inwardly, and for joyn- 
ing with any practice that is contrary to it outwardly, 'and here our bodies 
are alive unto God in his ſpirit, and ate ated and ordered by the power of 
jt according to his will, and where it is not fo, there is nut the ſenſe of the 
ſpirit in the body, and fo a dead body which others may rwve and order in 
their — Gy = | byes 6f. mb 

, Well, but aemonſtrate in ſome particulars your Non-c'nformity: as firft, wh 
— confoom to the Diſcipline of the Church of England, With now'eſta- 
biljbed outwardly ? : | 9 


A, Be- 


could 


x 
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4, Becauſe we do not find that it 1s eſtabliſhed upon our foundation and 
principle inwardly, and therefore we cannot have faith in it, nor love towards 
ir, and if we ſhould conform to it "—_— contrary to the inward princi- 
ple of our faith, we thould commit fin, tor that which is not of faith,is ſing and 
if we ſhould do ſo, we ſhould commit a great evil, and our faith and love unto 


God would be loſt, and therefore it is why we cannot” conform to the y 


and Worthip now oblerved according to that Diſcipline or order, becauſe 
the ſpirit: of God, by which our bodies are alive to God, doth not ſo order 
and diſpoſe us,. and we dare not order our bodies in our own choice, for if we 

= ſo, and not fin againlt God, we ſhould rather chuſe to conform then 
ſuffer, but we know, that if we ſhould do ſo, we could not keep our conlci- 
ences void-of offence towards God (though we might in ſo doing pleaſe many 
men) but ſhould come under his rebuke and correCtion tor transgreſlion ; and 
{o in our {ingle faith and love towards God, we ſtand in the will of God, and 
dare not move to obſerve any thing outwardly, but as the motion of his pow- 
er andlife dipoles us inwardly, in which we have true peace and latisfaction 
1n our aver tribulations, and hereby it may be underitood why we cannot 
conformin this particular, 

Q. And why ts it that you cannot ſwear at all? 

A. Becaule it is contrary to our inward principle, and our principle being 
the truth it ſelf, we know that as we are acted and diſpoſed by its motion, 
that all our words, promiles and engagements are ſure and ſtedfaſt, for the 
.are firmly eſtabliſhed in our principle and therefore we dare not {wear at ul, 
knoyving our yea is yea, and our nay 4s nay, in a ſure and ſtedfaſt principle 
that changos not, and our faith and love tovvards God is in our principle, and 
if vve ſhould {vycar at all, vve ſhould deny our principle, vvhich is Chriſt 
the truth, vvho commands us not to {wear at all, and our faith ſtanding in 
him, and our love being towards him,we are conſtrained to keep his command, 
becauſe we know that all his commands are according to truth, and we believe 
that if we ſhould [wear at all, we ſhould go into transgreſfſion, and tall under 
condemnation, and then we ſhould loſe the anſwer of a good Conicience,and 
' Reace with God, which is of more value unto ns, then the higheſt favours in 
the World. 

. Q.. But doth your faith aud love which you ſay is towards God, lead yu wholly 
inta:oppoſition to the ordinances of men, who are to rule'and govern Nations and 


Kingaom s ! 

fy N ay, our faith and love towards God makes us to be ſubject to the Or- 
dinances of men for the Lords fake, and we do not deſpiſe Government ourt- 
wardly, but do believe that actual ſubje&ion ought to be given in all things 
that pertain to the preſervation and well being of ſuch as are under the pow- 
cr of 1t, and for this cauſe pay we Tribute, and cuſtome, and-that.not only 
for fear, but for Conſcience fake, whereby our actual ſubjection 1s, manite- 
ſted, and our Conſcieaces kept void of offence towards God and men ; for as 
we know that our inward principle is juſt and nghaeojt in 1t (elf, {0 we be- 
eve that every, power in outward Goverament that rules in Fuſticeand Righ- 
teouſnels between man and man 1s to be owned and ſubmitted unto, and 
nog 4n any wile to be reliſted or denyed ; and this is ſomething of our 


fanth. concerning - this particular, whereby it may- appear that we are 


not wholly in oppoſition to the Ordinances of men, as they a&t.in hung 
: and 
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and Righteouſneſs for the well being one of another, which is the main end 
of all outward government. 

_ Q. But do you not believe that you ought in all things to be attually ſubjeft ac- 
cording to the inſtitutions of Laws which are in being ? 

A. Nay, that is not our Faith, for where any Law concerns our Conſcien- 
ces, and that contrary to our inward principle, in that caſe we dare not be a&- 
ually ſubject; for as our principle is the greateſt in power, and fo it is moſt wor- 
thy of our ſubjection, and our Faith and love conſtrains us ſoto do , and where 
any outward Law lies againſt our inward principle, and as to thinps pertaining 
to our Conſciences, we 1n that cale are paſſive, and patiently ſuffer under it, 
and fo we believe and are ſure, that the exerciſe of our Conſciences, in matters 
of Worſhip and-Religion, 1s to ſtand ſingle unto God alone, and not.to be re- 
ſtrained or limited by any Ordinance of men, 

Q. why can you not give reſpect and hdnour unto perſons that are in Power and 
Government, according to the cuſtoms which are uſed? 

A. Becaule it is againſt our Faith to reſpe& perlons according to cuſtorns, 
for we have not the Bich our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in reſpe& of perſons , and yet 
we give honour and reſpect to all men unto whom it is due, but the Hat and 
Knee is a Beggarly Honour, and not worthy to be-either given or received for 
honour, being far below the honour that comes from above, and we being 
born of the Royal ſeed of God, we cannot give honour to any thing below it, 
and all the cuſtoms that are in being, and given, and received for honour a- 
mongſt men, they are all below the Royal feed, and the birth born of the feed 
can neither give nor receive ſueh honour : and this is our faith in this particu- 
lar, That we are to honour God, and all men in the Lord, but cuſtoms and ob-' 
ſervations with the Hat and Knee, we believe, and areſure that God doth not 
require us to give reſpe& or honour unto any perlon- after that manner ; and 
we know that there is no honour due unto any man, but as he hath ſome unt- 
on with the light and power of God in himſelf, which 1s the principle unto 
which all honour belongs, and unto ſuch we can give honour with our hearts, 
though our Hats remain in their place of ſervice, and our bodies itand without 
moving, and this is the honour which we do give unto whom it belongs, and 
itis the honour from above, and not from below. 

Q. And why is it that youare ſo contrary minded unto all other people, both in 
your behaviour and language, ſeeing there are none beſide you that behave them- 
ſebves after ſuch a mannnen, and you being ſocontrary unto all people in your beha- 
viour and language, it makes you ridiculous in their efe, and to betome a reproach 
in your generation? 

A. The reaſon why we are contrary minded unto. all other people in fuch 
things, is this ; we being come unto Chriſt the light, life and truth, we are 
coine to a principle which differs from other people, and as we are regenerated 
and born again of incorruptible ſeed, we are not of the ſame minde as other 
people are, nor as we our (elves ſometimes have been when we lived in the 
vanities of our minds, and as our change is wrought by the power of G:.d, fo 
15 the ſpirit of our minds renewed unto God, and our behaviour and language 
is from that which is pure in it ſelf, and as is the root ſoarethe branches, and 
in this lies the difference between us and other people, which is the cauſe thar 
makes us ridiculous in their eye, not that our behaviour and language are fo in 
in themſelves , but procooehng from a plain, ſimple, honeſt mind 1n us accor- 
ding to truth and righteouſneſs : the __ and high minded look upon them 

K as 
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as ridiculous becauſe contemptible in their eye, and {o ſpeak reproach fully and 
{cornfully of us, for our behaviour and language 1s from another principle than 
other peoples are,rand if it were not ſo, we ſhould be as much eſteemed and 
reſpected amongſt them, as when we were one with them in behaviour and 
language, which now being made to differ in our principle, and to appear con- 


trary unto them, their reproactrand ſcorn falls upon us as a ridiculous people, 


but we know it is better with us now, that we endure ſuch reproaches becauſe 
of or difference, than in the time when we lived 1n the pleature of fin, and 
haqdreſpec and ejteem, and not _— and ſcorn. 

Q.. But are there wot ſome which hold an inward principle as you do, and yet ds 
pot behave themſelves after your manner , but can obſerve the things that aye in 
cuſlome both in behaviour aud language ? 

A, There may be ſome ſuch, but they are not upon our foundation, and 
thoughthey may hold an inward principle, yet they are not of us, for we know 
that the birth of the fleſh hath an inward principle, and that will allow the I 
berty in behaviour and language, according to the cuftoms uſed , but we ſay 
that ſuch an inward principle that doth allow ſuch an outward practiſe is not 
of God, but of the Heſh, which anſwers the nature and will of the fleſh, in 
behaviour and language, and we cannot follow ſuch as our examples, though 
they may hold an inward principle, but are made to differ from them both in 
root and branch ; for we believe and are ſure that the Son of God is come un- 

* tous, and hath given us an underſtanding to know him that is true, and we 
are in him that is true, and being in him thatis true, we know our behaviour 
and language is according to truth, and ſo we know that all our Works are 
WH in God, and by faith in him we ſtand, and unto lum alone give glo- 
or ever. | 
ys Q. But how may people come to be ſatisfied, that it is ſo with you as you ſay, moxe 
than with others, who may ſay as much for themſelves in their way as you ao in 
Wrs ?. | | 
- A. There is no other Wayfor any People to be fatisfied in this matter, bur 
by taking heed to the Principle of God in themſelves, for as we are born of God 
there are none can know us asto be ſatisfied concerning us either in Principle 
or practiſe, but as they come tothe ſame Principle in which we are , for if Peo- 
ple will only reaſon about things that differ, they may Weary themſelves and 
yet never be ſatisfied ; for wedo not only fay that ſo it is with us, and fo preſs 
1t upon others to believe it, barely trom our layings, «but we prels all People to 
a joyning vvith the Light and Poyver of Chriſt vvithin them, andif they come 


unto that, then vve knovy that vve ſhall be manifeſt in their Conſciences, and: 


be knovyn vvhere vve are, and{0it is not vvhat vve, or any others may ſay 
in our ovvn caſe, that can give true fatisfa&tion to any enquirer , but vyhat 


the witnels of God in the Conſcience faith : for if that does not feal to what 


is ſaid, there is not any thing that is ſaid, which can clearly evidence the mat- 
ter in queſtion, and if we be not found by the Witnels of God to be as we ſay, 
then let us not be believed, but if we be fo, then people may be fatisfied that 
we are not only ſayers, but alſo doers z and 1f we cannot be believed by our 
fayings, being others may fay as much as we 1n their own caſe, vet let us be be- 


lieved for our works ſake, which from our principle is manifeſt to be of God, 

uiſhed from all fair fayers, who may have many good” 

ife, and fo are fruitleſs in good works, and the witneſs 

of God will never anſwer with a ſeal unto their {ayings, though ny oy 
pe 


whereby we are _ 
words, but not 1n the h 
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ſpeak never ſo fair, but we know that whoſoever doth the. Fathers will, ſhall 
perfectly underſtand our Principle, Doctrine, and Works, by which they may 
come to be ſatisfied that we do not ſpeak of our ſelves, nor a& of our ſelves, 
but in the eternal motion of the power and life of Chriſt, who is our founda- 
tion and Principle , and they that would be ſatisfied concerning us any way; 
they mult find us, and know us in the Principle of life where we ate, and not 
in their own Reaſon where we are not, tor it 15 not poſſible to find a man where 
he is not, or toknow himuntil he betound and beheld in the place where he 
moveth, and ſo let none reaſon about us, for there they can never kriow us, or 
come unto us ; but let all feel to that of God in them, and be faithful to it, 
and then they will not ſay, the Quakers Religion is not young in years, or late- 
ly come up, and we know them not, nor what their new Doctrine means, by 
which people come to be ſo altered and changed ; but they will know and un- 
derſtand, that our life is hid with Chriſt in God, and that his life appears in 
us, and we in it, and fo be put out of all doubts and queſtions in the reaſon- 
ings concerning us z and receive latisfaction in all things that appertain unto 
us 1n life and godlineſs, in which our Religion is pure, holy and undefiled, and 
was before unholineſs and unrighteouſnels was z and will remain in its purity 
whea years ſhall pals away and be no more , and this 1s the meaning of our Do- 
&rine, to bring people to the everlaſting word of God in themſelves, that they 
may come into reſt and peace in the pure Religion, where God is known in his 
loves grace, and riches of mercy. 

'Q. 1f your Faith give you ſuch aſſurance of your Principle. and Retizion to be 
true and right, then why cannot you defend it by force, and ſo free your ſelves 
from that outward bondage which you ſuffer for your Religion? 

A. Our Faith doth give us ſuch an aſſurance, but yet we cannot ſtrive with 
our oppoſers, and oppreſlors, nor any way by force of carnal weapons ſeek to 
defend it, for we know that it is ſufficient to defend it ſelf, and alſo to defend 
us that livein jt, and our weapons are-{piritual and not carnal, and we fight the 

ood fight of Faith in the power of the Prince of peace, and ſo we War againſt 
c but follow peace with all men, and can be ready in every office of love to 
do good to our greateſt enemies, and herein we have been ſufficiently proved 
to be a peaceable People under every power by which we have or do loficr, and 
we have never reſiſted, nor ſought reyenge upon any, but in all things com- 
mit our cauſe unto God, in whoſe fiht we ſtand approved, and he knows that 
as we are in words or appearance, even ſo we are the ſame in heart, and unto 
his judgment and tryal we appeal in our innocency, and the principle of his life 
in every one doth bear Witnels for us, and all that hearken unto it, will receive 
a true evidence in themſelves concerning our innocent and peaceable life, 

Q And ao you + pH your tryal in all thinas to your own principle in others, 
which you ſay is Chriſt the Light, and Life, and witneſs of God? 

A. Yes, wedo fo, for as we know that all judgment in heaven and earth 
is committed unto Chriſt, ſo we know there 1s not another that can truly try, 
or judge of us beſides him, and therefore we have boldneſs to refer our tryal 
in all things unto him alone, as knowing that his tryal and judgment is accor- 
ding to trath in every man, and as our Faith is in him, and ourlove unto him, 
lowe know that he vvill not condemn the Works of his own hands, but juſti- 
tie the fruit of his oyvn life, povver, and virtue, and his tryal and judgment 
vvill clearly evidence for us, that vve are his, and not our ovvn, 

-; Confefhton, 1t may xow be perceived, that you do not hola or maintain the 
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things that you do to be from your ſelves, or in your own wills but from Chriſt the 
Foundatiox and Principle, 

A. Yes, it is ley ſo, for our felves we can do-nothing, but through 
Chriſt, in whom we have our ſtrength, we are able to do all things, ſo that 


our ſufficiency is in him alone, and by his power in us, all our good works are - 


wrought for us, and unto him _ all return, that he in all things may have 
the preheminence, and the glory tor ever. 

Reſolved, Tt being ſo, there is no good ground why you ſhould be called in 
queſtion, or any way ſuffer for your Faith and Religion, ſeeing that what you 
do 15 from the power of Chriſt, and his Works are not to be denyed by any, 
nor you to ſuffer in any caſe for the Faith you have in him, and the love 
have to him ; and ſeeing that you deny your ſelves in what you do (which 
many hitherto have thought you did not ) and that you are willing to be try- 
ed and judged according to the judgment of truth in Chriſt, you ought not in 
any wile to ſuffer by any other Tryal or Judgment whatſoever, and all ſober, 
moderate people may be well {atished with this Demonſtration, that your 
Principle is of God, and that your Faith and Love 1s unto God, and your good 
will unto all men, and none need not any farther ſtand in doubt of the truth of 
it, but may be fully perſwaded that you have Salvation and Eternal Life by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, which may overcome all that are yet contrary minded unto you, to 
joyn with your Principle, that they may be of your Faith and Religion, who 
are a people that love God fo ſingly, and live amongſt men ſo peaceably, 
which indeed doth clearly manifeſt your Principle and Religion to be of God. 


WILLIAM $MITH. 


The End. 
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A Manifeſtation of Prayer in Formality, and Prayer 


in the Spirit of God. 


T hath been a common Obſervation through Ages and Generations, to per- 
form {omethiog as a Duty unto God by way of Prayer, and this common 
Obſervation hath delcended trom one Generation to another (ever {ince the 
Apoſtacy entred) 1n a cuſtomary and formal way, till oblerving the practice 
in words, and continuing the tame as a duty unto God in the ſame manner and 
form, not at all regarding or conſidering the preſent want or neceſſity of the 
preſent Age or Generation, nor the prelent ſtates and. conditions of particular 
people, but praying in the ſame words, and in the ſame Form, from time to 
time,and ſo it from Generation to Generation, and flows, as a natural ſtream in 
common and cuſtomary practice, from one Generation to another : and hence 
it is that people continue asking but do not receive, becauſe they ask amiſs, not 
feeling the Sparit that makes interceſſion, And to the Phariſees made long 
Prayers, but received the greater damnation, becauſe they prayed not in the 
Spirit, butin the cuſtomary Formality, whuch by the Spirit was condemned. 
And it is very fad that people ſhould all their life-tume be complaining and ask- 
ing, and never come torecelve latisfattion: And- this is the common way of 
Prayer in this preſent generation, who have many Prayers in formed words, 
and with their mouths do often repeat them, and in the formality make a pra- 
Qtile of them, and lo at ſet-times, and in ſet-prayers ſpend away their dayes, 
bur feel not the Lord nor his goodnels, And this common way of Prayer, now 
uſedin the common Worlhip, never brings people to obtain, but keeps them 
always asking ; where, in an{wer to the Commandments, they pray on this 
wiſe, Lord have m2rcy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this Law, and 
write all thzſe thy Laws in our hearts we beſeech thee, Noxw, if they would en- 
cline their hearrs to the Spirit of God in themſelves, and obey it, then the Sp1- 
rit would encline their hearts to keep God's Law, aad the Spirit would write 
his Law in their hearts, and pur it into their inward x arts, and it would kee 
them that they would not depart from It, and there they would feel Gods mer. 
cics, and (o come to recelvean anſwer of their Prayers : For when the heart of 
man doth notencline to the Spirit of God, it is in Rebellion againſt him, and 
God doth not ſhew mercy to the Rebellious , and {o people pals over their time 
in words, but want the life which ſhould do them good , and when thy come 
to finiſh their dayes, their hearts are as far off from Gods Law, as the firſt day 
when they began to pray, That he would encline their hearts to keep it, and 
rhey have no aſſurance that God will ſhew them mercy, though they have 
been praying in words all their life-time, And likewile in anſwer to the Lerta- 
y, where they pray after this manner, Good Lord deliver ws: And we beſeech 
thee to hear 14s good Lord, And this 1s the ſame in theirlatter days, as in the be- 
ginning ; and 1t 1s manifeſt that they are not delivered from thoſe things 
as in words they pray to be delivered trom, nor are not heard in thoſe things. 
which they beſeech the Lord to hear them in, and fo they ſpend their days in 
obſerving a cuſtomary formality, and never come to any aſſurance that they 


are 
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:re delivered, or that their requeſts are heard and anſwered. Andagain, in that 
which they call the Creed, they confels they believe in God , now they that 
believe in God, their hearts are inclined to keep his Law, and he ſhews them 
Kiercy, and hears them; and delivers them, for they that believe in God, th 
dohis will, and ifany mag deth his will, hing he heareth, And then again they 
confels, That they are miſerable Sinners, and do thoſe things they ought not to 
do: And if (o, then not Beheevers , tor they that believe in Chriſt are not mi- 
ſerable ſinners, neither do thoſe things they ought not to do, but by believing 
in Chriſt they are ſaved, and he takes away their ſin that makes them miſera- 
ble, and ſets them free from their miſery, and they do thoſe things that are 
well-pleaſing in his ſight, for they that truly believe 1n Chriſt, they do not 
only confeſs-their ſins, but allo forlake them, and fo find mercy with the Lord, 
and they are notalways complaining that they do thoſe things they ought nor 
to do, but know his Will and do it, and are blefled in their deed. And again, 
in that which they call the Lords Prayer, they generally ſay, Our Father : Now 
the Children of God are not miſerable {inners, nor do not thoſe things they 
ought not to do z for, whoſoever is born of God-doth not commit ſin: And who- 
ſoever ſinneth, hath not ſeen him, wor known him: And there are not any that 
believe in God, or can call God Father in truth, but thoſe that are born of him 
for thoſe that are born of fleſh and of blood, and of the will of Man, they do 
not believe in God, neither can truly call God Father, for that is the nature in 
which (in is committed, which makes people milerable, and that is the nature 
in which they do thoſe things they ought not to do, and that 1s the nature in 
which there 1s no ſaving health, and there 15 not any Prayer accepted of God, 
which in that nature is performed : for none in the fleſh can pleaſe God, and 
whatſoever is offered unto him in that nature, he doth not regard'it, for it is 
thenature from which all wickednels proceedeth, and zhe. Prayers of wicked 
are 4z abomination unto God, And though there may be many which may deny 
the common way of Prayer, as it 15 uſed in the common Worſhip, and ſet up 
ſome other way of Prayer, as more excellent, yet whilſt the Fleth and Blood, 
and Will of Man conceives it, and performs 1t, there is no difference in the 
ground between that which they deny, and that which they let up and pract- 
ile, neither does God regard it any more than that which they deny. And 
though ſuch Prayers may not appear ſo formal, as thoſe that are commonly 
uſed in the common Worſhip, yet they are conceived in the very ſame womb, 
and do not at all differ in-the ground : for as the Wildom of the fleſh hath 
. compoled fo many let-prayers in words, -and hath preicribed a way to obſerve 
and practiſe the ſame, and that none is. cither to add or diminiſh as to what is 
ſo compoſed ; even lo the ſame Wiſdom may deny that preſcribed way, as be- 
ing formal, and may invent ſomething inſtead ot it, in a higher myſtery of 
iniquity ; and though they may not ſpeak in ſuch formal compoſed words, 
yet in the ſame Wiſdom their words are formal, and nct at all differing in the 
ground or conception, but only in the exprefſion and obſervation, and in their 
practiſe it is as formal as that which they deny, tor they have a conſtant ob- 
{ervation by way of Prayer, in what they practiſe, which in it ſelf is as formal 
as the ſet-prayers commonly uſed in the common Worſhip, tor they can ſer 
their own time both to begin and to make an end, and when rhey wall can ut- 
ter words, and when they will they can be ſilent, and they have their own 
conceptions at command, and can either perform or not perform 1n their own 
wme, and this is the unclean part which offers unto God, which he doth not 
| accepb 
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accept , neither 1s any Prayer regarded or accepted of God, but the Prayer 
which is offered to him by his own birth, 

So that theſe few things being ſeriouſly conſidered, it is manifeſt, that the 
way of Prayer, as is now commonly uſed, obſerved and practiſed in the com- 
mon Worlhip is not true Prayer, but a bare formality, and not only fo, bur alſo 
contradictory, and (o 15 not performed with a right underſtanding ; and it is as 
manafelt that all other ways of Praying, which are conceived 8nd performed in 
the wildome of the fleſh, is not true Prayer, neither does God regard it more 
than the other, becauſe it is performedin the ſame nature, and differs innothing 
but in the manner, and however they may differ in the pratiſe, yet they meet 
in the ground, and are offered up in the unclean part, and (o are not performed 
with an underſtanding, as Prayer in the Spirit of God is. 

Now theSpirit of Life, which is manifeſt from God in every mans Conſci- 
ence, doth ſo enlighten him, as ro make him ſenſible that he is a ſinner, and in 
himſelf is miſerable, and eternally liable to the Wrath of God, without the 
Lord appear for him, and work thus deliverance , and as man takes heed to that 
Spirit which doth ſo enlighten him, and makes manifeſt his condition to him, 
then the Spirit begins to quicken and ſtir up ſomething in him that deſires after 
God, and breaths after God, and the ſighs and groans begin to ariſe in a true 
ſence of miſery, and the breathings go forth jn the earneſt of the Spirit unto 
God, and the cry ariſes for help and deliverance :' and though that which is 
quickned by the Spirit, to breath in the Spirit, be bur as a babe in youngneſs, 
and that it doth not know what to pray for as it ought, but ſtands ſighing, and 
groaning, ond mourning 1n the ſence of burdens, weights and loads that lie u 
on it, yet the Spirit in that ſtate helperh its infirmities, and makes requeſt for 
it according to the will of God, for the Spirit knows what the Babe wants, and 
with whit itis'lnardengd, ant. bahik&'interceſſion unto God for it - and in the 
Spirit the Babe hath accels to God, and though ir be but young, yet it cries 46b- 
ba, Father, and ſo it breaths in the Spirit, and cries in the Spirit, and prays to 
the Father in the Spirit, and the ſighs and groans do riſe from a true ſence of 
its own weaknels, and the want of Gods Mercies'; for it underſtands in the Spi- 
rit what it wants, and is ſenſible what burdens lie upon it, and in the Spirit it 
draws nigh to God, and ſubmits it ſelf to the Throne of his Grace, and there 


find grace to help it in its need, for t OPIſg brings relief from the boſome of 
the Father, and ſupplies the Babe in it irs Wants, and every breathing is mini- 


ſtred unto by the Spirit ; and here the Babe prays aright, and askcth according 
to the will of God, and he hears its complainings, wy in his com he an- 
ſwereth its petitions, and ſoit comes to receive from his own hand,and he gives 
unto it daily bread, and nouriſhes it with his own virtue, after which it breath- 
eth, and ſtands by it to help it in the hour of temptation, and ſo the Babe be- 
otten by the Spirit, prays inthe Spirit, and receives from the Spirit, and is 
Eragthened with the virtue of the Spirit ; and this is true prayer though ne- 
ver a word be ſpoken through utterance: for the Babe breaths in the Spirit, 
and cryes inthe Spirit, and prays in the Spirit, and as it ſo breaths, and cryes, 
and prays in ſecret, even fo the Father which ſeeth in ſecret, doth reward it 0- 
nly, and by his power removes the burdens from it, and with his own hand 
ifteth up its head, and in his own time he delivereth it out of all troubles, and 
from its quickning and firſt breathing it goes on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
and from virtue tof virtue, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, and hav ing re- 
ceived ftrength 1a the Spirit, then by the Spurit it hath utterance given, and 
can 
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can utter words by the help of the Spirit, and fo prays in the Spirit, and prays 
with an underitanding, and that whuch it expreſleth in words by the help of 
the Spirit, and by the ſtrength of the Spirir, that is a comfort to every babe 
that is breathing 1n the ſame Spirit, and fo the babes begotten by the Spirit, 
pray in the unity of the Spirit, and their prayers return into their boſome, and 


are anſwered with a Seal of the ſame Spirit , for they ask in the Name of ' 


Chriſt, and in his Name they receive their ſatisfa&tion , and fo here is a time of 
ſighing, and groaning, and mourning, and complaining, and a time of breath- 
ing, and crying, and praying, and a time of receiving, and rejoycing, wherein 
the Babes of lite do come to inherit that which they have breathed after, and 
ſofcome to the living praiſes unto God, who hath anſwered their Prayers in 
theriches of his Grace and Mercy. 

So all muſt come to the Spirit of God, by the Spirit to be ordered, and ceaſe 
from their own words,and from their own time, and learn to be fitent until the 
Spirit give them utterance, for the Lord is weary of all Formality and Hypo- 
crifie, and he hathno pleaſure in any ſuch performances, for his Controverſie 
is againſt the $9» of Perdition, but he will exalt the So: of his Love, and bleſſed 
are they that are born of his life, for whatſoever they ask in his Name, their 
Petitions are anſwered, and their requeſts granted, and the Prayers of ſuch are 
only accepted, and not the Prayers of thoſe that think to be heard for their 
much babling, who have many words, but not 1n the lite. 
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He Deliverer is come, let all that mourn wait for him, and let all 

Lamps be truly trimmed, and let all ſtand fo prepared as that he 

may be known in his coming, and be. received and followed into 

the Kingdor, for they that {lumber are in danger to mils him, and 

they that are hafty cannot find him, and on theſe hands rhe kingdom. is loſt : 

therefore thou that mourn'ſt for him, and rl tobe delimercd by him, _ 
LIN, 
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thou in the faith, and in the patience ſtand thou ſtill, and joyn not with the 
careleſr, or with the forward ſpirits,;buy be quyet in thy place, and keep thy 
eye in that which lets thee ſee thou wants him, and the neceſſity to be delive- 
red by him, and there thou ſtanding ſtill in the watchfulneſs, he will come in 
an hour that thou knowelt not ot,for there is not a groan that riſes from the in- - 
nocent in thee, buthe hath great regard unto ix, and his compaſſion breaks in 
- ſame hour, but for thetime of deliverance thou art to wait, becauſe that 
ur no man muſt know vtherefore let.all be ſtill, and eye the: Lord, fot his 
hand is at work, and they that keep their own hands quiet, will know his 
work to proſper, and in the ſtillneis will feel his faithfulneſs to his own begot- 
ten, for where doth the Father leave'or fartake his own child, and in what 
place is ir beſet, and he helps it not , and where is it in bondage, and he deli- 
vers it not : ifthe faith be kept, and the patience continued 1n, he fails not 
in his work untill he hath pertormed the covuntel of his own will, for in his 
will the babe is begotten, and in his will in due time it. is born, and none can 
add unto his work ; andthcrefore all ate'to be {till and quiet in the light, and 
therein watchand wait for his own hour, ſo will he draw nigh uato thee that 
mourns for him, and with his arms of mercy he will embrace thee, and take 
thee up, and heal thee, and carry thee forth of, the land of thy captivity, then 
ſhalt thou return with joy indeed, v hen thou -art incloted in the arms of thy 
beloved, and this is his own hour which none can know until he come, and 
in this hour he binds up the broken-hearted, and ſaith to the weak, Iam thy 
. ſtrength ; and to the poor, Iam thy helper ; and tq the mourner, I am thy 
comtorter ; and tothe captive, I amthy deliverer , this is my hour, and I am: 
come to ſet thee free, thou haſt patiently waited, and haſt not grudged, thou 
haſt been Rill, and haſt not repined ; and in thy I&vd{t ſtate my arm hath 
reached to'thee, and in all thy Tiſtre es I have drawvf nigh roſuccour thee : 
but this is the hour in which I am come to deliver thee, O thou patient mour- 
ner, this is the yoiceof thy beloved, hearken not unto another, for his word 
is ſure, and all his promiſes faithful, and behold he, [peaks comfortably to thee, 
and brings thee joyful tydings of deliverance * turn not thy face from him as 
if he was a ſtranger, for it is he, and it is his hour, he hath ſeen thy travel ſince 
the day he begat thee, and in all thy afflictions he hath been afflicted with thee, 
and he hath; not delayed his coming though thou haſtthought him long, and 
in rhe depth ofthy miſery haſt ſecretly cried, why doth henot make haſt to 
help me, and why are my afflictions to continued upon me, hath/ he not in 
that hour beer neer unto thee, and hath he not in that time been thy comfort- 
er, and hath he not ſecretly relieved thee, though thou haſt not known it, 
and here he hath bcen thy ſupport, that thou might nor taint nnrill his own 
hour came to deliver thee. | 
O that any who have been- viſited ſhould mils of this hour, either by care- 
leſneſs or forwardnels , for that which faith he delay s his coming, that is the 
carelets ſpirit, and that which faith, Behold he cometh, let us go forth -and 
meet him, (mark) let us go forth that is the haſty forward ſpirit, it leads 
forthofthe faith, forth of the patience, forth ofthe ſtayednels, forth of the 
contentedneſs, and ſo from waiting in the pure and perfe&t meaſure of light 
Which comerh from him, and in which he cometh in his hour, and neither of 
theſe births are delivered in a right hour, but are both born out of due time, 
and the carelels proves heavy and dies, and the forward proves a vapour, 
which in its rife was ſomething, but ſuddenly mounts into the air, and _ 2 
$1, while 
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iled, and my; mourning obey Ls 

ur of his coming, Ihave ng mn 

move untill he come and helpme x and therefore he; mult find ;me w 
am, and do all for me that is tobe dane, or here I muſt lye and; mournout 
my days,' I'dare not lumber leaſt I ſhould mils his coming, nor Idare not 
forth to-meet him, leaſt I ſhould nor find him, buphere will L;{jt - and wait, 


- -O thou Babeof tenderne(s, that watcheſt for thy belovetl with. diligence 
thou art the object of the Fathers pity, and he is not forgetful; of. thee, .net- 
ther indeed can he, for thou art his natural child, a- babe of. his own,-be- 
ing, and in thy travail he is with thee, and in all thy diſtreſſes he TS 
thee, znd.in thy aflictions he is aſupportuntothee ; thou arr the. ruled, 
and he is cometo heal thee , the mourner, aud he is. come £9, comfort, the. s 
the captive, and he is come to deliver thee this is his hour, though th# 
of darkne(s be | 
Oh thou innocent babe, thou art deeper in feeling than words can expreſs, 
there is none knows thy travail but who are of the {ame life with thee, nei- 
ther can any eye = bryce p we which only hath compaſſion on 
thee, thou art the inall thy affliczons lives by faith, and though 
thou haſt not deliverance in 5 Ay yet through thy faith thou art ſtayed 
in him that loves thee, and in his ſtrength thou ſtandeſt in the time of thy 
adverſity, and he in all things worketh for thee becauſe thou arr nothing in 
thy ſelf, and whereever thou art his power defends thee, and in thy pover- 
his pleaſure and delight is in thee, for his covenant ſtands fure with 
thee for ever. 
Oh thou cp birth of immortality, thou art well-beloved and highly 
favoured of God, yea in the womb he loves thee and favours thee, and 
from the a his deliverance, and the hour of thy birth he delights to ho- 
nour thee, for out of all earthly families he hath choſen rhee, and from all falſe 
births he ſeparates thee, and rhe Gentiles glory he will give unto thee, and 
the high places of the earth he will make th oot-ſtool, the glory of thy ri- 
ſing vaniſheth the night, the appearance of thy beauty makes a perfeCt day, 
all clouds ſcatter before thee, and all earthly fogs and miſts clear up at thy 
ſence, the lights of heaven withdraw at thy riſing, for the luſtre of thy 
beightneſ excells all borrowed lights, and thou ſwalloweſt them up into thy 
glorious body, and with the ſplendour of thy own breakings forth thou co- 
ver'ſt them as if they were not , there is no mixture in thee, no droſs nor 
tin cleaves unto thee, for the furnace hath ſeparated all earthly matter from 
thee, that thy life may ſhine _— roms purity, and thou alone may = 
2 i 
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nin upon it, in that place it is and not otherwiſe, and let 
not any Friends make way one for another qookeng to any party, exce 
or 


feel a laid them from the ome ma 
—_— An hee Emlicty ily, by giving up their beliefunto another, but Is all 
wit to feel their own quand 18 counſel and and fo to mani- 
F=?t their own mind in his fees and wikdom, that it may be felt on both ſides to 
be of the Lord, and then layit before ſome weighty fri that are eadued 


with heavenly wiſdom, thar the ground cf the motion may be ballanced in 
oy and {o to wait for the Lords hand nh ey Ra and finiſh it 

bis pl fda wherny wwe to paſs in a fingle heart to God, and 
Wo agar ang ic re will be true contentment with what the world affords on 
either part, PN 9). in its place with 
comfort and peace ; and though parties may differ 3h ng on 
ward ſubſtance, yet the marriage is equal, becauſe it is of the Lord, for 


equality 


UMI 
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e1/17/iry ſtands not in age or vvealth according to the Worlds account, but in 
pco' crity ofthe ſeed, in vvhich both age and youth becomes one fleſh, and is 
1 1d to Hourith in one perfect beauty, and hath an equal portion of vyealth 
1, che enduring ſubſtance, and who are thus joyned together of the Lord, and 
alzides tiichtul with him, his bleſſing reſts upon them every way, and he pre- 
ſerves them freſh and living in histruth, for*wheredearh runs over any ia that 
ſate, it 13 becauſe the thing is not brought to pals in Gods counſel,or otherwiſe 
not aviding faithful with him when it 1s effected by him, and fo the world be- 
come: atrap and a {nare to entangle, and fond affections becomes a hinderance 
fur 1/9. ing the Lord fully. Therefore let all friends be m—_— careful 
i th... weighty matter, which in the ground les beyond the reach of the 
e rih| Wiidom, and canneverbe effected by it, to the glory of God, or the 


| :our »f his truth, nor to the peace and happineſs of {uch as ſo. obtains it, 
| : {1 it is begun andfiniſhed in the countel and will of God, and that 
! 2 be +1 abiding faithful with him, he hath the glory in it, and his peace 


7 remains with ſuch as a continual portion ofendlels joy. 
>| +215, 15 the day wherein the Lamb eſpoules the undefiled Virgin which 
| 1:1: {+1 him through great tribulations, and is vvaſhed vviute in his 
precious bioud, 


"The 5th, day of the 11th, muneth, 1663. 


The End, 


LIMI 


A BRIEF 


ANSWER 


SHELINAH 


A demonſtration of the Divine Preſence in places of 
Religious Worſhip ; 


' Publiſhed by Fobn Stillingfleet, who ſtiles himſelf 
M. A. Rector of Beckingham in Lincoly- 
ſhire, and late Fellow of St. Fobns 
Colledge in Cambridge, 


In which Book he hath declared many perverſe 
things againſtthe people of God (called Quakers,) 
and for ſo much as1s conſiderable, wherein that 

cople are any way concerned, it1s in the power 


of God here Anſwered. 


I—o—_ > OO OO — _ —— _ - -— _ <> ——— — 


By one who 4s ſet for the defence of the Goſpel, 
WILLIAM SMITH. 


Bet the wicked ave lixe the troubled 5:3 when it caniot reſt, whoſe waves caſt 
up Mire and Dirt, Wai, 57. 20, Mm mmm 
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READER 


READER, 


T7 is my love to Gods precious Truth and People, that doth en- 
|| gage me to this undertaking, for 1 am not a man of ſtrife, though 
at this time conſlrained to make a jus} defence again#} the force 
of an open enemy : and though the battel hath been long, and ene- 
mies many, that bath appeared against us, and that the Anſwers 
which bath been given to ſeveral oppoſers might be ſufficient on our 
behalf, yet ſeeing that they Fill riſe up again$t us in open view, we 
have $trength in the Lord to fight the good fight of faith, for the 
truth of God hath ever met with many and great oppoſitions in e- 
very manifestation through all ages, and it bath always been oppo- 
£fed as errour and deluſion, and ſuch as have lived in it as hereticks 
and ſeducers, and fo the truth not being known as it is, it hath been 
cenſure. by ſtrangers to be the greateſt deluſion, who in darkneſs 
and blindneſs hath always oppreſſed and perſecuted the birth born 
of it, and ſo it is at this day, as by the great oppoſition, oppreſſon, 
and perſecution of thoſe that live in it, doth clearly manifeſt ; and 
whereas John Stillingfleet hath endeavoured to cloud the Sun in 
a clear day, yet his darkneſs cannot remain upon the glorious truth, 
but with the light and power of God is removed as airy vapours, 
_ therefore Reader be equal in thy judgment, and let Gods witnels 
d:termine the matter, and though many anſwers bebut ſhort, yet if 
thou reads with that of God in thee, thoy wilt find them full to 
the matter ſtated, an1if thou by diligent reading reap any profit to 


thy ſoul, the end of my labour will be anſwered, who am a lover of 
all fouls. 


TO THE 


 Mmmmm 2 W. 5, 


-y%5 To the Reader, 16 64. 


READER, thou mayſt take notice that John Stillingfleet's 
Book was Anſwered mare at large in the 10th, Moneth, 1662, but 
through miſcarriage at the Preſs, ſome part of it was loſt, and the 
remaining part is but lately come to my hands, which is the rea- 
ſon that this came no ſooner to view. 


Given forth the ſecond time in 
the 11th, Moneth, 1663. 


UMI 


1664  AByeſ Anſwer, 8. I61 


A Brief Anfvver, &c. 


Fobn Stillingfleet, I ſhall colle& ſome heads out of 
thy Book, wherein the truth and- people of 
God are moſt concerned, and briefly 

an{[wer them. | 


ble Anthony Zord Aſhbie, one of His Majefties moſt Honourable 
Privy Counſel, and' thou acknowledges his gtodneſs' and" favours, 
and upon ſuch conſiderations thou ſayeſt, thou | 6.4 the Treatiſe 
/ thy Rook at his Honours feet, not with any hopes to equallize his worth, or meyit 
is patronage wit h ſo ſlender an Eſſay as it 6. Pt HS 
Anſw. Such gratuities for favours, manifeſt but little kindneſs, and if well 
conſidered, will not be found worthy of any acceptotion ;. for it - being a 
Treatiſe againſt the truth and people of God, it is not' to be received or en= 
tertained as a ſealonable gift, and being but a ſlendour ' Effay, "it is {in 
the loweſt and weakeſt manner offered: in thy own way, 'and fa! altoge-. 
ther unworthy of reception by him, at' whoſe "feet thou' haſt proſtra- 
ted it. 14.9] Sno); * 
Thou (ayeſt, she MajeSick Shetinah, and the divine preſence zn Goſpel worſhi 
fills both ache; thy elaine diſcourſe, | we | # | te 
Anſw. The majelty and glory of God is in himſelf, and cannot be engraveg 
or printed in pages, andas for thy matter with which thou haſt: filled thy 
pages, It doth not ſayour of the divine preſence, as preſently. will appear, but 
thy pages are filled with thy own conceptions, and thou offers them as divine 
truths. x BED ft he? 
Thou fayeſt, all thy ambition is, by this ſkender Eſſay, to act the part of Socrates 
his ftaffe. 1: 2is 9:10 
A Socrates ſtaffe, and the divine preſence is net'alike, and thou haſt ſoon 
forgotten that thou ſaid thy Pages were filled with the divine preleride;but:it; is 
here manifeſted what thou filet them withal, and what thy[Egay tenderh to, 
and what thy ambition ktoa&, which indeed is mort like a Heatbaq then a 
Chriſtian, ing ot Voda aid\ny 2 
Thou ſiyeſt, too too many want ſuch a ſtaffe to correit themfor their'errours, 
and that the Miniſters of the Goſyel are looked upon. as the Purſevants of the great 
whore of Babylon, and are ſet at open defiance, 2 
An(w. Would'ſt thou be correcting errour with thy itaffe beforg thou haſt 
ſhewed what errour is, and who they are that live in it; and didiever .Golpel- 
Miniſters gorre& errours with a ſtaffe, though tog roo many have live in ma- 


nifeſt 


I * haſt direffed an Epiſtle to one whom thou calleſt Right Hononra- 


1 . | - 
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nifeſt errours, and if errours be foto be corrected, then I am ſure the tafe 
vvould fall to thy ovvn ſhare,vyho calls truth errour,antl vvould te correcting 
it vvith a ſtaffe, vvhich manifeſts that thou art a Pyrſivant of the grear 
Whore indeed, ang, vye cannot bur pity thee, though vve ſet thy ſtatfe ar 0- 
= = bil but Goſpel Miniſters are ovvned and honoured, and that in love 
unfeigned. | x60, 
T = ſayeſt, the Spirit of es the light within, the everlaſting word, the 
everlaſting Goſpel, are the choice Rarities that will reliſh onl in the curious 
pallates bf our Quakers, aud in the mean time, thou ſayeſt he EBch of God" hes 
deſtitute , and forlorn. -- | re qorive Slog 
Anſw, Yes, theſe are the things indeed which is choice food unto us, and 
therein werelliſh the [weetnels of the heavenly/virtue, by which our ſouls 
are abundantly refreſhed, and this is our wine and milk without mony or 
price, and therefore we cannot buy and trade with thee, and can the Church 
of God lye deſtitute where thele things are loved, and wouldſt thou be ac- 
counted a Goſpel Miniſter, and would not have people to love and feed 
- upon the everlaſting. word , and the everlaſting Goſpel, What Goſpel 
doſt thou preach if it be not everlaſting? but with the light of the Goſpel 
.thou art comprehended, and art found out of the Spirit of life, and light 
within, and ſo thou preacheſt thy own words, and not. the word ever 
laſting. 
F2 Thes ſayeſt, they cry down all flipends of preachers 5 the hire of the preat 
Whore of Babylon, and the legal maintenance by Tythes, a5 an Introduftion to An- 
' tichriſtianiſme.. | 
-' Anſw. Yes, we do fo, for the Whore hath ſet them up, and they are nou- 
'riſhed in her lap, and we ſay that legal maintenance by tithes are not only an 
Introduction to Antichriſtianiſm, bur is practiſed.in Antichrifts Kingdom, and 
wouldft thou be a Goſpel Miniſter, and art pleading for Ripends and tythes, 
thy dodrine demonſtrates thy principle, and thy practice doth manifet that 
Chrift never ſent thee, for none of his Miniſters ever took: ſtipends or tythes 
for their labour in the Goſpel , and therefore thou art found out of rheir way 
yaud JUL, for which cauſe thy miniſtry is denied, re 21 
Thou alſo ha't diretted a Preface to the Reader, wherein thou ſaycſt, the main 
+ ſcope and 'deſign of thy-preſent undertaking i to vindicate the publick worſl ip of 
| God, and: his ſacred ordinances from that unaervaluing contempt which hath been 
thrown upon them by Quakers, &c. ; | 
"Anſw, Thy (cope, and deſign, and undertaking is.for delolytion, and as for 
the Quakers, they neither undervalue nor contemn the publick worſhip cf 
: God''nor his ſacred ordinances, for they have not fo learned Chriſt ; but thy 
- undertaking 1s to vindicate thoie things which. God hath not appointed nor 
- ordained, and ſuch things we do, deny, but we worſhip God 1n: the Spirit, 
; which 'is' the publick worſhip, for' it is without limitation, and it & thy 
worſhip which is private, who creeps into a houſe made with hands, and 
wouldſt limjtthe holy one unto ir to be worſhipped 3 -and thus thou ra- 
vines about in thy own way, and calls evil obs and undertnkes to vindi- 
cate It, 
' Thou ſayeſt, Heretiths are the greater Foxes, awd tqe leſſer Foxes, and hunt- 
' ing and taking. of ſuch are not only a noble recreation(adgquate) indeed for the wall 
ability of the mo(t generouſly ſpirited. Chriitns, Unt alſo a very charitable: un- 
| : w | aertalins 
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dertaking for the Church of God in thoſe that can but any way help forward ſo ſer- 
viceable a deſign. 

Anſw, Thou thirſts to have thy deſign promoted, and ſo preſents ir to 0: 
thers as a noble recreation, and a charitable undertaking for Chriſtians, but 
true Chriſtians did neyer recreate themſelves after that manner, nor never 
were found in ſuch an undertaking, for Paw/ faith, after ſome admonitions a 
Heretick is to be rejected, if he retuſe to hear, but he doth not ſay hunt them, 
and take them, and deſtroy them, and Pau! was a good Chriſtian, but thou 
art promoting thy deſign againſt the innocent, and under the name of Foxes 
would have them hunted and taken, by which it is ſeen what is in thy 
heart, if thy hands had power, for it is to be underſtood, that a lamb never 
hunted a Fox, but it is the nature of a Fox to huat the Lambs, and if he 
can come to his prey he devours and deſtroys them, and a Fox hath his hole 
for the day, and ravines 1n thenight (mark that) and that is the hunter and 
devourer which is thy ſecret deſign, but thou art chained, and the lambs pre- 
ſerved. | 
_.” ſag, where could we find the Proverb more fully verified thew in the 
ſubrile | udin Schiſmaticks of our age, and for bloudy cruelty can we find 4 
parallel of cheſs where they get power, and i it not high time ſayſt thou, to en- 
deavour the reclaiming and reformation of thoſe whoſe main intendment is, 
to ruine the Church f God, and deny the precious Truths and Ordinaxces of the 
Goſpel, 

Ws. Theſe things are certainly thy own, and it is high time for thee to 
reclaim and reform thy unruly ſpirit, which is tound in the higheſt degree 
of enmity and cruelty, which the Quakers were never guilty of, for their 

inciple leads them in love and peace, and good will to all men, and that 
ine doth not parallel with bloud-thirſty men, who are deſtroying one another, 


| about their worſhips and Religion, and it 1s gh time that ſuch were re- 


_ and reformed from their iniquity, of which the Quakers were never 
Skew 9, the wolves were deſtroyed out of the Land by a viftorious Prince ; 
oh | ſaiſt thou, that we could ſee the like deliverance from the Foxes. 

Anſw. Here the bottome of the pit is come up, and a murderer is {--r «+ 
would deftroy the innocent as Foxes, and would have the help of a i: +. 
it, by which thou ſheweſt the nature ofa Wolf, and the Land is ſpre:.. 
wich too many ſuch as thou art, rhat the Lambs can hardly find an oucy/ cc 
place to lie down quietly amongſt you, 

Thou ſayſt, for Fuftice, that puts thee npon looking well about thee at hom-. 
fince in that little ſpot of ground divine providence and goodneſs hath caie. 
thee to be reſident upon in the work and calling of a Miniſter of the Goſpet, - 
thou haſt found many, even too many, ſaiſt thou, of theſe littie Foxes to have 
their fixed abode,*being ſadly perverted ty the groſs and ſtrong deluſions of the 

ers 


Anſw. Thou haſt already manifeſted thy Juſtice, and it.is {een to be inthe 

ity and thy reſidence in that place, as a Goſpel Miniſter was never fo or- 
dered by Gods providence and goodneſs, but a great Living called thee, and 
in it man hath placed thee, and it is for thy gain that thou looks ſo well a- 
bout thee, and if ſuch as thou calleſt Foxes could put into thy mouth wil- 
lingly, as thou takes it fromthem unlawfully, then it fis like thou —_—_ 
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*blor out the name of Foxes, and give them'the name of Chriſtians , and in 
this ftands thy Juſtice, to, feed upon the far, and to live at eaſe, in thy reſi- 
dence, and for ſuch whoſe fixed abodeis there, whom thou cilleft Foxes, 
they was converted to the faith of Chriſt before thou came'ſt OE (agent a- 
mongſt them, and it is the truth of God which they have received, by which 
. they are turned from errour and deluſions, and their fixed Do their na- 
tural right, and they are a people whom I very well know, and I' know, that 
- they live- peaceably and-[oberly, and are of an honeſt converſagion, and 
thou haſt nothing againſt them juſtly, ſaving this one thing, Fige they 
worſhip the God of their Fathers, after the manner which thoy, ca eſt He- 
relie. bo rb 

Thou Jof they are hurried to a high degree of contempt of Þublick Pray- 
ers, Preaching, Sacraments, oc. And theſe by right, ſaitt thou, are part of 
my charge, though they have withdrawn themſelves from being any_pait of 

my flock. | | 

; ks They are eſtabliſhed in the truth, and publick prayer, and preaching it 
the ſpirit of God they never denied, and they are not by right any part of thy 
charge, for ſince thy coming among them they have denied thy praftice, and 
therefore they are not withdrawn trom thee, for they never belonged unto thee 
and if it ſhould be granted, that ſome of them were part of thy charge, and ot 
thy flock, then haſt not thou been a careleſs ſhepherd to let thy flock goaſtra 

and be loſt, how canſt thou ay; if 1t be ſo, that thou haſt kepr all ho flock. 
_ together, which is the care of a good ſhepherd ? | 4.4 

T hou ſayeſt, to attempt the beſt means, and to uſe the mſi likely ways and 
method for their recovery, ſeems not onely truly charitable, but highly juſt and 
equitable, 

: Anſw, Thy attempts and means are far unlikely to recover them, if they 
were 1n errour, for thou attempts to be delivered from them and deſtroy them, 
and fo thy words are wind and confuſion, firſt crying out for help to be delive- 
red from them, and then ſaying thou attempts the beſt means to recover them, 
but that which a man ſeeks to be delivered from, he doth not attempt to reco- 
verand regain, and fo thy juſtice, charity and equity, ſtands in the. ground of 
enmity. \ 

T 4h ſazeſt, conſidering therefore how induſl rious the little Foxes are, and how 
ftudiou{y diligent ſeducers all along hath been, by continual prating in their cant- 
ins language, and by publiſhing unintelligible fancies, out of a deep ſenſe of that 
dangerous and ruinos courſe, many ſayeſt thou, x0: only in my own Pariſh, but 
throughout the whole Nation are ſeduced into, have 1 adventured the publi- 
cation of this ſmall Treatiſe, 7s an Antidote, thronosh Gods bleſſing, againſt 
ro  (orroding and ſpreading Gangreen of Ieritical and Diabolical de- 
luſton. 

Anſw. An induſtrious Chriſtian is commendable, 2nd to be diligent in that 
which is good,is worthy of encouragement,and herein we labourin.the work 
of the Goſpel, and we ſpeak in an-intelligible language to that of God'in all, 
and here thou haſt uttered confufion again, firſt ſaymg, they are deluded, ant 
then ſaying the language is unintelligible, and (o it 15 plain' that thou under- 

ftand'{t not our principle, for nothing can be underftood but by true tntelli- 

ence, and though thou underſtand itnor, bur in thy ignorance calleſt it delu- 

ion, yet we know that it is the truth of God, and fpreads abroad to the 
Glory of God, and the comfort of many ſouls, and by ir the Serpents 


poiſon 
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Poiſon is Expelled out of the heart, but thy Antidote is unwholeſome 
and unſavoury, and where it is received, it will infect with deadly poi- 
{on, 

Thou ſayeſt,what remain:, ſhall be only to implore an effetual bleſſing from hea- 
Ven upon theſe weak endeavours of mine, that they may promote piety, prevent A- 
poſtaſe, raiſe thoſe that are fallen, confirm thoſe that ſtand upright in the ways of 
God, and contribute ſomewhat or other to the ſurther nce of ſouls in their progreſs 
towards the new Feruſalem. . 

Anſw. God bleſſeth his own ſeed, and it 15 bleſſed for ever, but the breath 
of his mouth blaſts thy endeavours, tor thy voice 1s 1n the Apoſtaſie, and with 
it thou laboureſt to prevent people for coming out of the Apoſtaſie, and to keep 
them in the fall, where none can ſtand upright in the ways of God, and thy 
endeavours are weak indeed to promote piety, but ſtrong in ſubtilty, to per- 
vert the right wayof God, if it was poſhble, and ſo thou art not a furtherer 
of ſouls towards the new Jeruſalem, but keeps them in Jeruſalem below, 
vvhere they are in bondage. 

Thou haſt divided: thy Books into fourteen Chapters, which would enlarge a wo- 
lume to anſwer every particular matter, for thou haſt drawn ſuch long diſcourſes 
touching one and the ; thing, that by anſwering one part may fully anſwer the 
whole, The firſt part of thy Book is venexally coprpoſed Philoſophically, and thouoh 
thou haſt ſtated their ſayings hiddenly, and ſo wonld paſs them for thy own, yet 1 
well know their language, and with the light of Chriſt can ſee a Thief at mid- 
night, . , 

=o the firſt Chapter thou ſtateſt two things more generally, ſelf-refletion, and 
divine revelation, and thou ſayeſt, mans rational reflettion npon himſclf, if faith- 
fully improved, would with convincing evidence ſecure him both againſt atheiſm 
and irreligion, | 

Anſw, This is a falſe aſſertion,for as people lie in the fall they neither knovy 
God, nor believe in him, and hovvever they may improve any rational faculty, 
yet they cannot thereby vvork their ovvn ſecurity, for it 1s not poſſible thar 
man ſhould ſecure himſelf by any thing of himſelf, or that he thould know 
God, and believe in him from ſuch a principle, for it is {elf that ſinneth, and 
that vyhich ſinneth doth never refle& upon a man for fin, but all ſuch refle- 
Ctions are by the principle of God, in vvhich there is no ſin, and thereby mag 
comes to {ee himſelf in the fall, and it that principle be faithfully improved, it 
vvill redeemouc of Atheiſm and irreligion, and bring to Chriſt Jelus the {ure 
foundation of the pure religion. 

Thou ſayeſt, that ſelf-reflection may eaſily diſcover that there is a Goa, 

An'w. This is falſe again, for none knovvs the Father but the Son, 
and he to vyvhom the Son reveals him,*and thou not knovving by vvhat 
vvay God dilcoyers himſelf, thou art not fir either to ſpeak or vvrite of 
him. ; 

Thou ſayeſt, if the ſoul be immaterial, it cannot be generated or made by any 
material production, it remains, ſayeſt thou, it muſt have its being immediately 
raiſed out of nothing, | 

Anſw. No, ſuppoſition is a good ground for a concluſion, and thou firſt ſay- 
c{t, it the ſou] be immaterial, by vvhich ſuppoſition it is manifeſt that thou 
haſt no certain knowledge what the ſoul is, and yet thou drawelſt a concluſion, 
{aying, it muſt have its being immediately aifed out of nothing, fo that by 
what thou haſt declared concerning the diſcovery of God, and the PRIwy 
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of the ſoul, it is evident that thon art a ſtranger to the things of God, for 
God- is the chiefeft good, and the only fountain from whence all good 
things are produced, and man became a living foul by the breath ot his 
life, not immediately raiſed out of nothing, but breathed from the na- 
ture of life and immortality, and this might fully anſwer all - thy Book. 

Thou ſayeſt, the chief” matter is Gods omnipotency, ana immenſity, or emnipre- 
fence, and biddeft conſider theſe joyntly,ſo they are a ſollid foundation ,ſayeft thou,for 
that Yeit9 10165 worſhip that i due to God, 

Anſwer, Neither thy imaginations ner ſtoln words will make a fol- 
lid Foundation for that Religious Worſhip that is due to God, but his 
own Foundation is fure, and the true Worthippers are built upon it , 
and his Almighty power and preſence is with them and they bow before 
him. 

Thou ſayeſt, if we do again conſider the manner of diſcoveries of theſe 
two forementioned Attributes (viz.) that it is by the wery light of nature, 
and by the improvement of right reaſon, ana underſtanding that common bene- 
fit, that Chriſt enliohtens every man that com?:s into the world, and thou may- 
gints the name Quakers,c+ [aiſt,t his may let that fond Generation of people know, 
who are ſo highly enamoured with, and do ſo ſuperficially dote upon their ſo much 
adorned add adored notion of a light within, that there is other work that God 
hath deſigned that inward light for them by its native ſtrenpth, luſtre, and ya- 
diancy, infallibly to gubae ts, if faithfully followed, xs they, no leſs, ſaxeſt thou, 
prophanely then ignorantly do imagine , to the place of Bliſs and Hapt- 
we(s, | 

"OY Thou art proved to want the knowledge of God and his Attri- 
butes, and ſo art improving thy own Wiſdom againſt him, and by the 
diſcovery thou makeſt of the light of Chriſt, that enlightens every one 
that comes into the world, and it doth appear that thou remaineſt in dark- 
neſs, and thou ſhouldeſt have diſtinguiſhed if thou could'ſt, between the 
' nature of man in the fall, and the nature of Chrift that never fell, for we 
own the light which is manifeſt from the nature of Chriſt to be the true 
light which enlightens every one that comes into the world, but they 
that rebell againſt it, can never come to the place of bliſs and happineſs by 
it, but we are in love with it, and know the work which God hath deſign- 
ed for it, which' is to deſtroy the work of the Devil, and to be Salvation 
unto the ends of the earth unto all that in it believe, and its native 
ſtrength, luſtre, and radiancy, 1s an infallible guide, it faithfully follow- 
ed, to bring to the place of blils and happineſs, and though + fi bein 
the unbeliet, yet this is our report concerning the true light, and we 
know it is neither prophanenefs, ignorance, imaginations, nor noti- 
Ons. 

Thou fayeſt, this inward light, which the wiſe man ſliles the Candle of the 
Lord, and at the beſt, ſayeſt thou, burns but ia the ſocket of a corrupt mind 
with very much dimes, ſlould ever diſcover the right and ready way to the new 
Feruſalem, 1s the produit only of mens fooliſh fancies, their Pride and ig- 
ROYAXCE, . 

Azſw, The inward light which the Wile man ſtiles the Candle of the Lord, 
is broken forth of the tockert of a corrupt mind in many, and now ſhines 


upon 
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upon the houſe top, and vvhat vvould thou have to diſcover the right an 
ready way to new Jeruſalem, if not the Candle of the Lord, which is his light 
within, bur this 15not thy guide, and fo thou remains 1n Jeruſalem below, 
where Hagars Seed ruleth, but we have found the right and ready way to Je- 
r111lem above, the City of the great King, and are tet down under his Go- 
vernment 1n Peace. 

Thou now comeſt to. ſpeak of Divine Revelation, and [aith, that God us every 
where preſent, filling all places and ſpaces beth real and imaginary by hu im- 
mMrnſity. 

iM Then ſtand thou in his fear, for he is near thee as a ſwift witneſs 
againſt thee, and however God is preſent with other things in their kind, 
yet he doth not reveal himſelf unto man by any other way, or x any other 
thing then the light of Chriſt, and we know how God manifeſts himſelf in 
every particular place, according to mans preſent ſtate and'condition, and 
what his hot diſpleaſure is revealed againſt, and what his loving kindnels and 
mercy 1s revealed unto. 

Thou ſayeſt, but thouch God be every where preſent, and ſo with e- 
wery creature equally, in regard of his infinite eſſence, and of his immen- 
ſity, yet as to the ſpecial and peculiar efficacy of his preſence be js not 
with all, either things, or places, or perſons, after the ſame manner pres 
ent. 

Anſw. If God be equally preſent with every Creature, in regard: of his in- 
finite Effence, then all things have the ſame proporgion of it, but all things 
have not the ſame proportion of Gods infinite Effence, therefore not -with 
every creature equally, for an equal proportion is the ſame to all, and doth 
not admit of any thing ſpecial, bur his infiniteneſs is in himſelf, and he 
meaſures forth ſo much as his pleaſure is to give, and it 1s. an equal pro- 
portion unto all according to his pleaſure, yet ſome have more and ſome 
leſs, but all ſome, and that meaſure ſo manifeſted in man, hath a peculiar ef- 
ficacy as to its operation, through the obedience unto it, and this is equal 
iR it ſelf, and ſpecial byit ſelf, and yet in the infiniteneſs of Eſſence without 
any diſtin&ion. 

Thou ſayſt, that God is preſent with all his creatures the preſerver, gnider) 
2nd povernonr of them, 

Anſw. Whoſoever {inneth are not preſerved, guided, nor governed by God, 
but ſome do fin, therefore God is not ſo preſent with all, but they that come 
to theeffeual working of his power,they know an immortal birth quickned 
and _ with which the preſerving, guiding, and governing power of God 
is preſent. 

- bou ſayeſt, thy deſigns mainly intended is againſt thoſe , who becauſe 
they are wiſe in their own conceit, do neglet# publick Sermons and Sacra- 
ments, 

4. Thy main intendment and deſign is againſt thoſe that God hath re- 
deemed from the earth, and from ul falſe ways and worſhips, and gather- 
ed them into the publick worſhip of his ſpirit, where they hear Chriſts 
voice and follows rany and cannot own thy Church, or Sermons, or Sacra- 
ments. 

In the ſecond Chapter, thou ſeemeſt to hold forth a general preſence of 
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God with all things, and more eſpecially with tome things, but hath not 
fhewed what thole things are, though thou intend it to the worthip now 
generally practiſed, but haſt never come cloſe to the matter thou aimeſt 
at, but haſt muluplyed thy own words and thoughts about the Saints 
Worſhip in times call, which according to the Scripture we own in their 
diſpenſations, but thou haſt not proved that the place which thou calleſt 
a Church, or the worſhip that 1s there cblerved is either of them true or 
warrantable according to any Scripture Precept or Preſident, or the mind 
of God at this day, lo that thy whole Book may filence it elf as to the 
matter thou aimeſt at, tor where a thing 1s not rightly ſtated, and trul 

__ is a ſufficient proof againſt it ſelf, yer I ſhall briefly anſwer a few 

1Ngs MOFe. 

They ſayeſt, had there not been a peculiar Prople, a Royal Seed, even 
the Church of Goa, to be raiſed out of the rnines of fallen man ty the in- 
terpoſing of Chriſt, firſt proffered and propounded fer the worlds reparation in 
_ fundamental promiſe the ſeed of the woman (ball break the Serpents 
ead, 
_ Anſw. Thou haſt confeſſed that .the Church of God is the Royallſeed, 
then it is, ſuch as are born of the feed that are Gods peculiar people, 
and true members of his Church, therefore mark thy own words, for 
if the Royal Seed be the Church, as thou haſt confeſſed, and in it ſelf is 
true, then neither wood, nor ſtone, nor people in the fall can be the Church, 
and the ſeed is known in which the Church flouritheth in this day of her re- 


ſhtution out of the wilderneſs, and the promile is unto us fulfilled who are * 


born of God. 

. Thou ſayeſt, but among all the manifeſtations of Gods preſence and favours, 
re are none more remarkably ſignal for conit. ut reviving and comforting 

the hearts of his people, then thoſe that have heen ir «ly experienced in his Or- 

dinances, enjoyea by his ſervants in thoſe places, whic) ether by divine appoint- 

ment, or at leaſt by djvine approbation have been ſepsii1:0d and ſer rpart for re- 

Ligions worſtyp, and the Jere of God, 

Azſw, This is a place in which thou haſt com: 3 near the matter thou 
aimeſt it. as,any place in. thy book, theretore I thall {pcak more fully to 
it, thou haſt ſo ſtated the matterin general terms, as that it may lye which 
way any will bend it, and is it realunable to ſtate things in general terms, 
as. to what hath been, and not to diſcover the things that are, which is the 
matter thou, undertakeſt to vindicate, for as to the appointment, or at leaſt 
approvement of God concerning the Sanctuary, Tabernacle, Temple, and 
Synagogues, we do not deny but Chriſt 1s come the tulfiller of all figures, 
and he laith, neither at Jeruſalem, nor at this mountain ſhall men worſhip 
the Father, but the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip lum in ſpirit and truth : 
and thou fſayeſt, it was but the ceremonial part that was aboliſhed,” bur 
thou mayelt know that it was the very place in which their worſhip was 
performed. in that diſpenlation, for Chriſt {11d concerning the Temple, that 
there ſhquld not be lett one ſtone upgn auotiier which ſhould not bethrown 
down, which. thing came; to paſs, ſo that thejplace once appointed of God 
was thrown down, and he did not coinmand that it ſhould be ſet up a» 
gain for a; place of worſhip, and the-rrus warjhippers that followed Chriſt, 
they worthrpped in the ſpirit , 2nd, they were not bound to time, place or 
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perſon, but as they were ordered in the ſpirit, ſo they were inſtant to ſerve 
Gud and worthip him, without regarding either place or time, fo that it 
may be underſtood, that there was never any particular place appointed 
cr 2pproved of God fince that time as a place ſet apart only for a place of 
worllup z and as for thoſe places which are now calleq Churches, they 
were never (et apart by divine appointment for any ſuch ſervice as 1s 
practiied in them ; and therefore the hearts of ſuch as wait to be revi- 
ved and comforted with the retreſhings of Gods preſence , muſt turn a- 
way from them, and turn to the light of Chriſt within, where the ſtreams 
of life ran fweetly, for God 1s no other way known 1n that place which 
thou wouldeſt have to be a Church, nor in that worſhip which is there 
oblerved but by manifeſting himſelf againſt them, aud when thou comeſt 
to be truly avvakened in thy conſcience, thou vvilt knovy that neither thy 
Church, vvorthip, or miniſtry are either appointed, approved or ordained 
of God. 

Thew ſayeſt, do you connt it your priviledge, your perfetion to throw off Gods 
Prbiiek Ordinances, with an admiration of your ſilent and dumb Congregatis 
025 in private, muſt it not needs argue, ſaidſt thou, a very ſleepy, not to ſay 4 
{ enuinmed and beſotted conference, thus to throw away the wholeſome mil of 
the word in a diſdainful pet, ana yet never complain of the hunzer and thir(t 
of y ur [ou's, 

Anſw. Our priviledge and perfection is in Chriſt, vrhom God hath or- 
dained to be our falvation, and he gives us the milk of his Word, and 
feeds us with meat in due feaſon , and that is our food in filence, by 
which we are kept freſh and living unto God, whileft all falſe worſhip- 
pers are aſleep in the firſt Adam, and benummed and beſotted in the earth- 
ly nature, where they have no ſenſe nor feeling of the virtuous ſprings; 
and our torgues are not our own, nor our wills at liberty, and yetthe Goſ- 
pel is unto us committed, and in the wordoft life we publiſh the glad ty- 
dings of it, and though we do not ſpeak words, yet vve feel the preſence 
of God vvith us, and that ſatisfies our hunger, and refreſhes our thirſt, 
and he an{vvers all our complainings in ſecret, but theuw'vvouldſt ;have us 
complain to ſuch as thee, and to buy thy words for food, and to receive 
them for {atisfaftion which we turn away from, knowing it 1s but 2 dry: breaſt 
in which there is no vertue at all. 

Thos [ave(t, a Q4:3key once told thee, he got more good by their ſilent meetings, 
then ever he cot by hearizo the Miniſters in publick, 

Anſw, Astothy publick Miniſtry, his words might be true, yet who are 
ſent of God, and preach the Goſpel of God, we do get much good by their 
publick Miniſtry, for thereby we are informed into the life and power of 
God, which in filent waiting upon him we tafte and feel, and all our 'treſh 
{prings are in him. 

Thou ſayeſt , Goa ordains not our immeaiate aadreſs to Heaven,, we 
mult live by Faith, and not by Viſion, but he commands us to uſe orainary 
means, : 

Anſv, God doth ordain our immediate addreſs to Heaven, and that in 
the work of our faith, and weliveby it, and have the hvly viſions of God 
opened 1n it, and by this means we find comfort to onr fouls, a 
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would thou have people to make their addrels, it not to Heaven, would thou 
not have them addrels themſelves unto Chriſt, and is not Chriſt in Heaven, 
and what faith would thou have them to live by, and what means wouldeſt 
thou have them to ule, if they muſt not addreis themſelves to Heaven, for 
true faith and means goes to Heaven, andall that lives by the faith of the 
Son of God, and ules thole means that he appoints them, they addreſs 
themſelves immediately to heaven, and in all their diſtrefles and afflitions, 
they find grace to help themin their need, and by his faith we liveinthe 
wer of anendlels lite. 

Thou ſayeſt, well, however Samplons Foxes may have their heads looking di- 
vers ways, yet they are joyned together with firebrands in their tails ,, and bow- 
ſoever thoſe that deſert the publick means, may tend ſome of them to prophane- 
ne(s, others to a Schijmatical, not to ſay an Heretical ſeparation, many Hereſies 
going currantly for new lights, yet, For thou, this is the fire! rand, or rather the 
Devils dead coal. = 

Anſw. We are gathered in the unity of the Spirit of God, in which our 
faces are turned Sion-ward, and looks all one way, and after the manner 
which thou calleſt Hereſie, ſo worſhip we the God of our Fathers, and thy 
words belongs to thy ſelf, and the ſons of Adam in the fall, who are 
looking, ſome to one thing and ſome to another, and yet the firebrand 
joyns your tails, with which you would burn up the fruitful field, and con- 
lume Gods heritage from the earth ; and this is a coal of Caizs nature, which 
the Devil blows up ſometimes into a heat, and ſometimes into a flame, 
" and {o thou mayelt read the next Chapter (which is the third) to be thy own 

ſtate, in which thou ſpeakeſt of Cains going torth from the preſence of the 
Lord, and layeſt, 

They which voluntarily leave Gods inſtituted worſlip, and his commanded Or- 
dinances, put themſelves into a wandering condition. | 

Anſw, Yes, they do ſo, and therefore it muſt needs follow, that they that 
forlakes the will-worſhip, and vain worſhip, and comes to Gods inſtituted 
worſhip in his Spirit, that they come into a ſtayed and ſetled condition, and 
ſo it is thou and old Adam, ſons in the fall, thatare in Caizs country, ſome- 
times wandring after one invention, ſometimes after another, and this is your 
worſhip which God never inſtituted, but the children of light are in covenant 
with God, and relts in peace, 

In the fourth Chapter thou ſayeſt, the ſons of men which are of a mixt nature, 
partly ſpirit, and partly body, are by their very being determinea both to time and 
place, in their rendring attual worſhip unto God, 

Azxſw. The mixture is in the fall, but who are regenerated and born again, 
they live in the- ſpirit, and knows both time and place to render actual worſhip 
unto God in the order of his {pirit, and yet are not determined to time or 
place by limitation, 

Thou ſayeſt, if the. God of this world would have all Profeſſours enjoy 4 
total immunity from the Law of God, and all manner of robes, 
allowed without check of con(cience, let him then make an every day Sab- 
bath. 

_ Axſw. Chriſt is the Lord of the Sabbath, and Chriſtians enjoys an e- 
very day Sabbath in Chriſt ; of vvhom the Jevvs Sabbath vvas a figure, 


and 


. 
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and they arc 1 Jus righteouſneſs, and do not allow any licentiouſiels, 
for their reſt 15 holy , and they lye dowh 11 it without check of Con- 
ſcience. 

T" ou ſay”, pu*t:ck warſhip ſpcaks a Joint concurrence of ſeveral wor(l.ippers 

for the perſormagce of the ( me ation of Keliztous worſhip, ſo ' that the we- 
ry light of nature, ſayeft thou, gives it clear (uffrage for the neceſiity of com- 
Jenieat places of meeting for the performance of the publick worſhip and ſervice 
of God, 
Aaſw. Chriſtians do joyntly concur in the ſpixit in which they haveus 
nity, and that in the lame action of Religious Worſhip, bur Apoltates can- 
not do fo, and though they meer together in one place, yet. not having 
unity in the Spirit , they cannot joyntly concurre in the worſhi of 
God, and lo the place and Worthip ( which thou calleſt publick ) he- 
ing let. up in the Apoſtaſie, and nct after Chriſt, the Chriſtians cannor 
own them, for Light and Narkneſs hath no Communion together. 

Thou ſayeſ', is not this to cry up inward tioht, and yet flainky to live in dark- 
HCOIS, 

Pa Thus 15:0 cry up inward light, and to live in it, and therefore- it 
15 that we deny all falſe worſhips which is ſer up and practiled in the darks 
nels, 

Thos ſayeſt, 7 have atither faith to belive, nor any reaſon to ſee that there is 
any Separatea, I aaae, and Conſecrated places for divine worſhip, any ſuch legal 
or ceremonial kind of holineſs, which renders dutics performed there more ace 
ceptable unto God, then if performed by the ſame perſ. ns, and in the like manner 
iz any other places, 

Anſw.; Thou haſt all this while been pleading for that ſeparated place to 
be the Church, and haſt been holding forth a [pecial prelence of Cod in 
that Worſhip which is there performed, and now thou ſaiſt » that duties 
pertormed there are nomore acceptable unto God, then if performed in a- 
ny other places, and if thou haſt neither faith to believe it, nor reaſon to 
ſee it, as thou ſayſt, then thou mighr'lt have ſpared thy pains in writing thy 
Book, for thy chict aim is to bring people to conform to the worſhip there 
oblerved, as tie worthip of God in his Church, which if duties be no more 
acceptable unto God which is there performed, rhen if performed in any 
other place, then ſuch as withdraw from it may pertorm duties as aC- 
ceptable unto*God in orher places, according to thy own faith and 
reaſon, and fo it 15 not a true Church, nor a true Worllup, for the 
Worſhip and- Dutics performed in the true Church which js in God 
are only accepted of God, and in no other place or places whatlſo- 
ever, and here thou haſt pulled down thy own building with thy own 
hands. 

Thou ſayeſt, here thez ariſes that ample proviſion that Chriſt hath made fax 
his ſpecial preſence ia the pl.ces of Religious worſtip, (viz.) from the Communi- 
on of Saints mecting un convenient ſeparated places for publick worſhip, and from 
ahe promiſe annexca thereto, ana not from any peculiar holine(s, in thoſe places 
where they this meet to worſhip God, : 

Anſw. The Communion of S2ints is in the light of Chriſt, and fo ſaith 
John, If we walk in the liont as be is ia the ljaht, they have we fellowſhip one 
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with another ; and this 1s not the ſtate-of Aden in the Fall, neither can 
his - Sonnes - and Daughters perform- a Religious - Worſhip unto God , 
and ſo no Church either by Communion of Saints, or the place ir 
ſelf, and therefore ſuch Worſhippers have not the promiſe annRed. 


In the fifth Chapter, thou ſeemeſt to hold forth the ſpecial preſence of God in 


pwblick worſhip, by his Train or Retinue of Angels, to which 1 anſwer ge- 
nerally, 

Auſw That God is preſent in his publick worſhip which is performed in 
his ſpirit, was never yet denied by us, but thou haſt not proved thy wor- 
ſhip to be the worſhip of God, and therefore we ſay that Gods preſence is 
not in-it to the comfort of the worſhipper, and this may anſwer all thy Jum- 
blings about the Angels, for thou art not come to the Angelical Mini- 
{tration, | 

In the Sixth Chapter thou ſeemeſt to hold forth the Pratlical Tnfe- 
rences drawn from the preſence of Angels in the places of publick wor- 
Lip. | 
4 nſw, When he bringeth forth his only begotten Son into the world, he 
faith, and let all the Angels of God worthip him, and this 18 a full anſwer to 
this whole Chapter. 

In the ſeventh Chapter thou PRngy to hold forth Gods preſence in publick 
worſhip by his word, with ſome other particulars relating to that matter, 
which I might mention and anſwer, if 1 did intend largeneſs, but finding the 
whole matter of thy Book to lye chieſly as to Church, worſhip, Miniſtry, and 
Pradtice , as they generally now and, 1 ſhall wot make needleſs ſrepetiti- 
ons, by anſwering the ſame thing over aud over, yet this 1 ſay unto this 
Chapter, That Gods prelence- by his word 1s in his worthip, and all- that 
worſhip him aright he teaches them by his word, but that thy Preach- 
ing is the word of God, or that the word of God is in thy Preaching, or 
his preſence by his word in that publick worſhip, through thy Preach- 
-- , that thou haft not any where proved , and therefore it falls of it 

f, 

In the eighth Chapter thou ſeemeſt to hold forth Praitical Inferences, that 
reachers of the word muſt not corrupt the word of God, and that it muſt be 
owned as Gods word, and received and mingled with faith, and praftiſed in 
obedience. 

Azſw. I anſwer generally, that they who are born of the word which is 
immortal, they do not corrupt it, but are true and faithful miniſters of 
it, and many have received 1t as it is indeed the word of God, and they 
mingle it with faith, and practiſe it in obedience, and ſuch are doers of the 
word, and are bleſſed, but thy tongue mult learn ſilence, and thou muſt know 
anew birth, and a new tongue, before thou canſt truly Miniſter the word 
of God. 

In the ninth Chapter thou ſeemeſt to hold forth the preſence of God in his wor- 
ſhip by his miniſters, andthat the truthts of God muſt be heard, though from un- 
godly Preachers, and that Miniſters are Goas Sneaker: and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, and that God and man work togt ther in the converſion of ſouls, 
and produition of ſaving Faith, 

Aznſw. Thou aid'ft even now, that teachers ofthe word mult not My 
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- the word, then how can an ungodly man preach it, and: not corrupt it, and 
this mitter being reduced out cf thy general terms, and ſtated particularly 
- into ſuch as'it doth properly belong, then we can truly fay, that Gods pre- 
ſence is in his worſhip by his miniſters, and that they are his Embaſladours 
and Stewards of his myſteries, but we dare not ſay, that ſo it is with ungod- 
ly men, or that the miniſtry of ungodly men doth work to the converſion of 
ouls; or production of faving faith, Some few particulars of this Chapter E 
I (halt anſwer. | | 

Thou ſayeſt, it is ſo certain a truth, that if the minifter be tad, yet if he preach 
the pare word of Gad, we muſt receive the word, becauſe we are not ſo much to 
repayd the man preaching, »» the word preached, 

Anſw. No lye is of the truth, for it is as poſſible that the Eaſt and Weſt 
ſhould joyn' together ; as for a bad man, oran ungodly man to preach the pure 
word of: God, for Gad doth not make uſe of tuch men, to be his Embaſſa- 
dours of Stewards, neither can ſuch work together with God in any fer- 
vice for him; becaule it is inconſiſtent with the pure nature of God, to 
be a co-worker with an ungodly man, for an ungodly man is againſt God, 
and God'is' againſt all his ungodlineſs ; and theſe cannot poſlibly work toge- 
ther in pan, being that they are contrary in nature one to the other ; and yet 
thou fexreſl not to go about to prove this ungodly aſſertion from the mini 
of 'Fadxs, and ſaith, that of all of them Chriſt faid, he rhar receiveth you, 
receiveth' me,” and yet one of them was Fud.s 1ſcariot who allo betray- 
ed him.” Ther thou ſayeſt, we may plainly ſee by Chriſis own words we may 
receive” Chriſt by the miniſtry of Tudas a Traitor, nay, ſayeſt thou, 1 might 
ADS_ECEC | | 

Anſw. Thou'art gotten into high prophaneneſs, for when [Fudas was ſent 
forth with rhereſt, he had part in the miniſtry, but when treacherous thoughts 
did rife in him, and that the Devil ſtirred him up to act his treachery, he was 
never 2 miniſter of Chriſt after that, -and it may be read in the firit of Ac#s, 
where the Diſciples prayed, and ſaid, ſhew which of theſe two thou haſt 
choſen, that he may . take == of this Miniſtry and Apoſtle-ſhip , 
from which Judas by tranſgreſſion fell ; mark it, and conſider thy affer- 
tions 

Thou ſayeſt, that every Saint ſhould have their garments died FVhite in the 
bloud of the Lamb, much more Chriſts Stewards, t p, ſhould be clathed with the: 
VVhite Robes of Sincerity to att unfeignedly for God, | \ 


A»nſw.; Theſe are only words, as if one prov man. ſhould bid another be 
humble, or one drunkard bid another be fober, and tell them it ſhould be 
ſo, but view thy ſelf, and the reſt which thou lookeſt upon to: be ftewards,,. - 
and ſee if thou-can find it fo indeed, and if not, then you are not as you 
ſhould be. by thy 'own confeſſion, and if Chrifts Stewards ſhould have 
their garments ſo died, then ſtrely no bad' man, or ungodly man, can 
ſtandin that office,- neither is it poſſible, that any ſhould ag unfeignedly for 


God, buy who are his Stewards indeed; throughſthe ſanftification of the 
Spirit, they are cloathed with his righteouſneſs, and approved in his 
ſigh 


t. 
In the tenth Chapter 'thom ſeemeſt to hold forth prattical deduttions from. 
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. Gods preſence with his Miniſters, and ſaith', Ged is efſronted by any indignities 
that are offered to his miniſters, and how ca any have ſo imudent 4 face, ſay- 
ejt thou, as to pretend they are ſent of God, who makes railing and reviling of 
others to be their work, 2 td 6 
Azxſ. Thisis the work which thou art found tobe in, who calls | 

niſtration of the Spirit canting language, and Chriſts Miniſte ; Faxes and 
Hereticks, which ſurely are great indignities, and in the highef manner of 
railing and reviling by which thy Pryor hop ae is found to be out of 
Gods preſence , and railing and reviling of others were ner. our 
| 99g though we do give righteous judgment againſt the Sced of theevil 
ver. "Oi 

- 1# the eleventh Chapter thou frmep's hold orth Gods preſence in his wor- 
Jh p by the holy ſpirit, and Jeref's the word and the Jporie goes together, and thos 
{aneff, thou (hall begin with the Evangelical Prophet Iaiah; as for me, this i 
(ovenant with them, [aith the Lord, my ſpirit which is upon thee, and my Fakes 
which I have put into thy mouth, ſhall not not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 4 
the mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the mouth of thy Seeds Seedl| ſaith the Lord, 
from henceforth, and for ever, hr 4 

- Anſ. This was the word of the Lord unto the Prophet, and he had the 
ſpirit in the word, my ſpirit which is upon thee, (mark) here was the ſpirit 
upon him, and the word ſpake in the ſpirit, and the word put words into his 
mouth, (mark again) and the word ſaid, my words ſhall not depart out of the 
mouth of the Seed, nor out of the mouth of thy Seed, (mark again)the word 
was in the Seed, and was not to depart out of the mouth of the Seed; nor 
out of the mouth of the Seeds Seed, from henceforth and for ever ſaith 
the Lord : And this is the word that lives and ahidgs for ever, and it is 
in the mouth of the Seed, and from the Sced are the words of the: word (po- 
ken, and thereis the true miniftry, if thou haſt an car to hear zand here is the 
word —_—_ ſpirit joyned rogether, which is the word of the Goſpel that 
we preach, 

Thes ſayeſt, all Gods Children ſhall le clearly taught by the ſpirit of 
God, | 
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' Thou lore taks 4 Chriffiagx. without faith, aud you unebriſlian þime..  ' 
+ Anſ. Every tra Chriltian' lives in the faith, and therefore . cannar'. 
be, taken without it , -and {o cannot be unchriſtianed,,' asthaps' wich- 
gut it, . | F 4a 1 or 3.4 «7 We. , 
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In the twelfth Chapter thou ſeemeſt ro hold forth the ſpirits teaching frue 
ways, 1, By removing impediments, 2, By Supgeſiing Goſpel Truths to the 
ſoul. 3. By enlightning the mind. 4. Ry firengthninz the ſoul. 5, By raiſing 
Truths, | 

Anſw, .Thou art quite beſide the matter, for theſe particulars do not ſo be: 
long to the ſpirits teaching, as to its working, only the third particular is as to 
its manifeſtation, for to remove, ſuggeſt, ſtrengthen, and raiſe, is a work of the 
ipirit, but the teachings of the ſpirit 1s in checking, reproving,and convinci 
and as the obedience is yeilded to it, ſoit teaches todeny the evil which it doth 
convince of, and reprove for, and teaches to live in that which is good that 
comes from God, and {o it teaches to deny uugodlynels, and teaches to live 
ſoberly, mark it well, 

T hou ſayeſt, concerning the enlightning of the mind, that all the lights tn the 
world is never able to make us ſee divine truths ſavingly, till we are enlight- 
zed of the Lord, 
 Anſw. Then why /art thou contending againſt the light of the Lord, 
ſeeing thou ſayeſt that none can ſee divine truth fſavingly , till they be 
enli Ar by him, would thoy keep people from that which will let them 
ſee divine truths, but divine truths may be ſeen in the light, and yet not 
favingly, for ſalvation is not in the ſight of truth, but ia the union with 
i, for there may be much ſeen to be truth, and yer the error not for- 

aken. | 
s Thou ſaye#, none are, truely Enlightned but thoſe that are in 
Chriſt, 

aſo The light of Chriſt doth enlighten every one that comes into the 
world, and yet every ne that comes into the world is not in Chriſt, 
but as the light which is manifeſt from Chriſt is obeyed, ſo it worketh 
death upon the old man, and raiſes up life and immortality, and regenerates - 
man into the nature of it, where he becomes a new creature in Chriſt, and 
is light in the Lord, 

Thou ſayeſt, There is mo true light that leads to ſalvation, but what comes 
from Chriſt the Son of righteouſneſs, + | 

Anſvr. Then to preach that light is neither canting nor deluſion as thou haſt 
termed it, for it is the light which comes from Chriſt the Son of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which we Preach, and we know that there 1s not another name given 
under heaven by which any can be ſaved. 

Thou ſayeſt, let others cherefore ſit down and em*race that ſo much aamired 
darling of an inward natural, yet ſaving light in all, we know, ſayeſt thou, that 
it is but a changeling, and not the genuine off-(pring of the ſpirit. 

Anſwer, Thou haſt aid, no light for ſalvation but from Chriſt, and 
now {aith the light within is a changeling, and this is not agreeable with 
the Apoſtles doctrine who faid, the light that fhines in our hearts, gives 
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Chriſt Jeſs, and thou cryeſt inward naturall, yet ſaving light in all, and 
that itis but a changeling, but we ſay, the inward natural as it 1s of man 
is not faving to any, but the inward fpiritual light as it comes from the 
pature of Chriſt, is ſaving to all that believe in it, but the condemnati- 
on of ſuch as believe not, and therefore we ſay, that ;the light of Chriſt 
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within, is not a changeling, but the Alpha and'Omeya, yeſterday and to day, 


and the lame tor ever, 


of a good Conlcience, thele things: comes not near''into thee, but thou 
art reviling the Innocent, who have teetived the'teachings of Gods ſpirit; 
and loves the truth above all the world, or'the>efjoyments of it, for 
which cauſe we ſuffer as to our liberty tuſd eſfares, 'and our [lives are in 
ſoparoy' yet in the comfoxt- of truth we have ail 'rg6ycing, thottgh thou 
add afflictions to our ſufferings, | | 

T hon. ſayeſt, we have no foundation for ſuch gradual teachings as to expect 
the ſpirit ſhould teach more truths afterwards, then are written in the word 
ef" God, | | | | 
FAS. The ſpirit of God is not limited, 4s to what may, of may not be 
in rhans expectation, for God: manifeſts the truth by!his ſpirit according to 
his own pleaſure, and in his own time, nd the {pirit opens the Scripture in' 
fulfilling of them, and alſo manifeſts rhe mind'ot God in what 'he will fur- 
ther reveal and make known. " 

Tho ſayeſt, though the' ſpirit. teaches in the word, that there cin be no ab- 
ſolute perfetion in this life, telling us in the words of- 8. John, that if we ſay 
we have mo ſin, &c. and yet ſayeſt thou, the ſpirit teaches the ſol pyadually to 
breath after perfec ton, : 

Anſw, The word and the ſpirit is perfect, and all born of the ſpirit are per- 
tec, and the words of Fohz 1n that Scripture -<doth- not relate to the birth 
born of God, for when he comes to ſpeak of that birth, he faith, who- 
{oever is born of God finneth not, &c. and that which {inneth not is per-' 
tet, and what good doth thy miniſtry if thou do not bring people to that 
which is perfect, or where would thou have people to be perfect, if they 
die imperte&? furely thy meftage is fad to that which breaths after perfe- ' 
ction, and thou haſt not received the gift from Chrift, which is for per-- 
tecting of the Saints, and fo thou art teaching another doctrine, then the true 


Miniſters teaches, who labours that they may preſent every man perfe& in 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 


L 


1 now come to thy laſt Chapter, wherein thos ſeemeſt to hold forth pratfical 
deduftion from Gods preſence ty his ſpirit ; aud thou ſayeit, coming unto God 
vt 7 
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in a wy that God never owned nor preſcribed, is a dirett turning awdy from 
him. ; | | | 

Anſw, Chriſt is the way unto the Father, and there 15 none* can come 
unto him by any other, and they” that walk in,this way are preſerved out of 
all by paths, but they that walks in their own way, they turn direaly' from 
God, and if thou truly try thy ſelfthou may findit ſoto' be with thee, 

Thou” ſayeſt , Gods Spirit teaches none to continue in the prattice of knows 
ſins, he doth not allow them to ſin, and then teach them that is to be ſpiritual th 
dech nothing ſin that we poſſibly cat commit. © © agony | 

Anſw. The Spirit of God teiches to deny all fin, and alt tliat obeys the 
Spirit they come to the Crols, which Crucities to the death the finning'ha- 
ture. and ſo brings into righteonſheſs and holineſ of life,. for the birch'ofths 
ſpirit ſinneth not, neither doth the birth tf the fleſh work righteoufne(S, ad 
a he that commits*fin, is of the deyil, and doth not yield himfelf a Servanr 
to the Spinit of God. T4, 12 pede: 

Thou ſayeft; he that is taught by the Spirit, by that knowledoe i tarried our 
zo parifle ' himſelf, and that the office of the Spirit is to ſandifre the ſol ,"int- 
purity of life; ſayeft thou, is no Livery for the pies of Chyiſt ro wear,” > © 
- 'Anſw. He that purifies himſelf from fin by the power of the Spitit,” 
doth not live in ſin, and he that doth not live 18 ſin, is perf, but thy hve 
hath not the ſhew of a true Diſciple of Chriſt, but the children of light are 
cloathed with his righteouſneſs, and follows himin the dayly Crols. 

Thon ſayeſt, we may hear how excellent a thing it is to hear no miniſters at 
all, but to ſit ſtill in ſilence, and to expet# Heavenly Raptures, us if all were 
poſſoſſed with a dumb devil. 

Anſw, We hear-Chtiſts Miniſters, -and yet are taught of God, to wait 
upon him in ſilence, where we feel his preſence with joy, and are gathered 
into the heavenly raptures of peace and bleſſedneſs, but thy tongue 1s unbri-_ 
dled, by which we know what is at liberty in thee, who ſhoots thy arrows a- 
4inſt the righteous, 

T how ſayeſt,, the Martyrs that ſubmitted their necks to the block, and their 
Fodies to the flames, yet never ſuffered for thoſe things, which theſe obſtinate- 
ly maintain, who have fallen from hearing the word, and have left the ordinan- 
ces, which we have good ground, [ayeſt thou, from the word of God, to brand as 
errours, and groſs deluſions. 

Anſw, The Martyrs of Jeſus haveever ſuffered for bis names ſake, for the 
have always had a ſure teſtimony in the truth, againſt all deceit and falſe 
worſhip, for which they ſuffered, and for the ſame and no other thing doth 
bonds and afflitions betide us this day,ſo that we have good ground tobrand 
che perſecuting ſpirit, as a ſpirit of errour, and groſs deluſion. 

Thon ſayeſt, that they are taught of the Spirit of God, are taught love both 
to God and men, they ales love God for himſelf, and men for Gods ſake ; 'tis 
true ſayeſt thou, love, (not envy, nor malice, nor reviling, nor hatred, nor back 
biting and [landering others that are not juſt of our epinion) that ts the fruit of 
the Spirit of God, 

Arſw. Then behold from what ſpirit thy fruit is made manifeſt, for th 
own work bears witneſs againſt thee, that thou art not in the love of 
without which none can truly love him, nor men for his ſake, for thou 


that 
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that calleſt the light of Chriſt within deluſion, thou loveſt not God, an 
thon that would have men hunted, and taken, and deſtroyed, thou doſt not 
love them, bur art in envy and. hatred, and, malice a ainſt them, and thou that 
calleſt them Foxes.and Hereticks, thou raileſt and reyileſt them, and all this 
becauls they are nor juſt of thy opinion, but we are inthe love of God, and 
have fervent; love to him, and one. another, and we go pity all people thar 
abides in darkneſs, .and though by ſuch we be evil intreated, yet we cannor 
render evil for evil, but overcomes the evil with good, and herein vve bear 
00d vvill to all men, as ovr lives do ſufficiently manifeſt, and ſo hating 

riefly cleared the truth, and the innocent; I. ſhall ſbur thee up ur thy ovvn 
kaion, deſiring that thou henceforth may be vvarned, and do ſo no 
mare ; for certainly the hand cf the Lord hath dealt gently vvith thee, and 
his love hath covered a multitude of faults ;_ and for vvhat thou haſt do ne a- 
miſs, I'defire thou mayeft be truly humbled before the Lord tor it,and come 
£6 repentance, that he may pardon it, and remit it, vvho ſtill vvaits that he 
may acious ; ond-herein my love is torhy ſoul, though I have born a 
clear teſtimony againſt thy ſpirit, and in the povver of God do judge it 
and condemn it, and ſhakes it off as a vvanderer 1n the earth, and ſo in the 
ſeed immortal of God I go over it, for the Lamb reigns in his doanynion, and 


the glory is his for ever. 


WILLIAM SMITH 


The End. 
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k. Hey that fear the Lord underſtandeth his way, and the glory of an 
Idoll turns not their feet aſide. 


2. The Pomer of the Almighty ſaveth the Soul, but many Inven- 
tions are the Snares of Darkneſs. 

3. To ſearch after many things is an endleſs travel, and they that purſue them 
meets with a Viper. 

4+ A fair F we by flatteries direfteth the Simple z but an upright heart is 
a precious-Jewel, 

5. The multitude of Words affliteth the Fuft, but a quiet mind zncreaſeth 
Peace. 

6.. A vain babler uttereth folly, and a froward Spirit is never at Reſt. 

7. The Rich are attended with vers Temptations, and many ſorrows periſheth 
their Souls. Wy | 

8. Self-Reputation  puſſs up the mind, but God regardeth the humble in 
Heart. | 

9. The cup of fornication maktth drunk, and the drunken ſtazgereth ont of 
the Way. 

10. A haſty concluſion erreth in Fudgment, but an equal ballance trieth all 
things Right. | 

Ii. Sound wiſdom Inſiruteth the Simple, but fools Raſhne(s turnes the 


feet a ſide. 


12, Whiſperers and talebearers ſlirs up Frife, and the fire is enflamed by 
their fuel. 


13. The upright landeth in Gods Counſel, but the double-minded are always 
waving. 

ion, A wiſe Man inclineth to Reproof, but fools turns their back and hates 
Inftruftion. | 

15. Fury and fierceneſs diſtrabteth the ſences, but meekneſs and gentleneſs 
mberits life, | | 

16. An Evileye darkeneth the Body, and by its Surmizing's proceeds falſe 
accuſations. 


17. The gazing eye gadeth abroad, and layeth its own Sin as a guilt upon 
others. 


18. The poor and needy truſteth in God, but the heady runs on and will not 
be Rayed. 


19. The pride of fleſh burdeneth the Seed, and the glory of it will end in 


Sorrow. 
50 20, The 
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20, The death of the body is the diſſolution of fleſh, and in the Reſurreftion a 
new body is put on. | 


ow” 


' own way. 3 = N 
” 22, # goodconſideration in due time is ſafe, and every wiſe man weightth his 


own. 

23. The off-Spring of the Righteous are pleaſant brauches ;, and the generation 
of the Fuſt poſſeſſeth life. 

24. A ſtayed mind findeth great treaſure, but every prodigal ſpendeth his 

0r170N. ; 

R 25. A good man lyeth down in ret, and his latter end is fall of Peace. 
26, The ſeed of God is the heir of bleſſings, and all born of it are bleſſed 
int. . | 
27. Every virtue is of great worth, but the life is the only good. a 

28, The light of Chriſt ts the way to life, and the leadings of it brings ont of 
death. 

29. The help of the helpleſs is #n God, and with his arm he lifts them up. 

30. The ſighs of the poor aſcendeth unto heaven , and the contrite ſpirit 
is raiſed unto Honour, 

31. The water of Life nouriſheth the plant, and with its Virtne it makes 
the branches Bloſſom. 

32. The way of the Lamb is perfet Peace, and all the Righteous are therein 
ordered, | 

33+ The Kingdom of God is everlaſting Ret, and in his Love his Children 
Rejoyce, | 

34. Love is the Original of all goodthings, and into their center they all re- 
Furn 4gain. 

35.' The Works of God are Glorious to bebold, and he alone is praiſed in them 
all. 


27th, of the 9th. W. $ 
. Month, 64. | 
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SOME 


Clear TRUTHS 


PARTICULARLY 
Demonſtrated unto the KING and Council, and 
both Houſes of PARLIAMENT, with all Fudges, Fuiti- 
ces, Merchants, and Ship-Mafters,why the Innocent 
and Peaceable People, called CUAKERS, ought 
not to be baniſhed out of their Native Land, of 
any other way expoled to Sufferings. 


ALSO, DE 
The LAW deſcribed in its Nature and End. 


With a Poiiſcript to all honeſt, ſober, and impartial 


JURORS. 


By W. S. 


— 


Chriſt, and are regenerated into the Nature of Chriſtianity, and 
their life anſwereth che ſame in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
2. Becauſe they worſhip the Living God in Spirit and Truth, and 
are of a tender Conſcience towards God and all men, 

3. Becauſe their Principle and PraQtice was never proved erronious by 
ſound Do&trine, neither doth the late Act diſallow it in the ground, for four 
may meet beſides the Family ; and che number is bur a circumſtance, and not 
the matter: And itis not a Chriſtian pratice ro Baniſh mea for being in Er- 
ror, that are really ſo, much leſs ſuch as cannot be proved erronious, 

4. Becauſe Nature abhorreth ſuch unkindneſs, and is afflited with ſuch 
hard dealings z for Nature is outwardly friendly to her own generati- 
.0n 


"P's they are people that believe in the Name of the Lord Jeſus 


5+ Becauſe they have not at any time forfeiced their Juſt Liberty as Engliſh. 
men, by contriving any Plots or Inſurrections againſt che preſent Government; 
as expertence all along bath ſhewed. x 

6. Becauſe they have aright in the Kings Word and Promiſes, concerning 
Liberty unto render Conſciences,for they have liyed peaceably, which was the 
only Exception to make his Word and Promiſes yoid; and that they have kept 
and not broken; 


Jo Becauſe 
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\ 7. Becauſethy are an Harmleſs People, and giveno juſt occaſion of offence 
unto any, neither can any true proof be given againſt them concerning any e- 
vil committed or done by them, 

$, Becauſe they are a Serviceable People in their places, ready to do good 
uponall occaſions, and unto all perſons, and do notabuſe the Creation in va- 
nity and excels, TED 

9. Becauſe they are good Examples in Righteouſne(s, and a fweet Savour 
in their Generation, by following that which his good. 

10, Becauſe they do not trangreſs any Juſt Law, neither give any Tuſt oc- 
caſion for any Law to be made, or executed againſt them, neither can 
any Law that is forthe puniſhment of Evil-doers juſtly take hold upon them, 

11. Becauſe they never acted nor intended any ſuch things, as in the late 
Actis expreſled, and againſt which it only provideth; neither can any miſde- 
meanor be juſtly laid to their charge, | 

12. Becauſe their outward dealings amongſt men are juſt, and equal, and in 
all chings free from variance and ſtrife, 

3. Becauſe they do not wrong any mans Perſon or Eſtate, and are 
Free-born Enelifhmen, which Magna Charts preſerveth in their outward Li- 
berty. 

S Becauſe many Families will be lift outwardly diſtreſſed, and the Nacti- 
on diſtracted and diſordered. 

15. And chiefly, Becauſe the Lord God of Heaven and Earth is grieved 
and vexed with it, and the proſecution of it will kindle his Wrath in a high de- 


ree. 

Now let theſe Truths be well conſidered, and the heat of Violence ſtayed, 
for there is no juſt cauſe given by us why it ſhould be ſo done unto us : and we 
are very clear in the ſight of God, that we have not forfeited our Juſt Liberty 
in our Native Land, but have as good Right to continue and abide therein as 
any People whatſoever, and there is not any thing can be truly ſaid otherwiſe 
of us, but things are wreſted that are proſecuted againſt us, and our Cauſe is 
preſenced after another manner than what it is in it ſelf: And divers things are 
charged upon us from bare ſuppolitions (and many of you know it) and there- 
by we are expoſed to hard Sentences by men, when we can appeal to God, 
with clear conſciences, in thoſe caſes wherein men render us Offenders : For 
we are not a willfull, ſtuborn People, neither do we any way ſeek the ſubver- 
fion of the Government, or the harm of any mans perſon upon the Earth 3 
theſe are only ſuppoſitions by our Judges and Acculers , and no 
ſuppoſition is a good ground to proceed againſt us in a matter of ſuch 

igh concernment ; for our not ſubmitting co the Requirings of men in 
caſes of Conſcience, isonely in obedience ro the Doctrine and command of 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 And our Teſtimony is in Meeknefs and Fear, and not in will- 
fulne(s and tubbornneſs z and we are wronged when ſuch Reproaches are caſt 
upon us, though ſuch as fit to be our Judges, have their liberty to ſpeak, and 
tdinterrupt our anſwers: And what would you have from usthar you have nor, 
to give you better aſſurance of our Allegiance to the King £ Can any thin 
more evidently demonſtrate it than our peaceableneſs 2 A thouſand Oaths im- 
poſed (if we could ſwear at all) would not be ſo binding unto our Conſciences, 
as the Love of God in which we live, and by which weare conſtrained to live 
peaceably z for it bindeth our conſciences into peace, and maketh us ſubject 
unto Chriſt as Supream, and unto the King in his Civil Government: for 


what 
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what .canmore clearfy. manifeſt onr- Subjection to his Kingly Power, than 
our willingnels to render unto him our Tax and'T ribuce 2 and- having theſe 
things retidered by us/:you may -cohclude, thar it is”enough;. andas tmuchss 
you are-realonably ro'expeR from us, and it doth ſufficiencly clear us: from:all 
tuppofition concerning our ſeeking to ſubvert the Government. and heteih 
we manifeſt.our ſubjection to the King, in living peaceably,) and giving hitn 
thae which is his:due : . But the Rule and Government of our Conſcienceswe 
cannot give into his hand, nor into'the hand 'of -any man, fot that is peculiar 
unto Chriſt Jeſas, and'he alone hath the preheminence.in:6ur- Conſcientes: 
and noman ought to call his power in.queſtion, nor to puniſh us for obeyi 
his Doctrine and Commands z for by Faith in his Docrine 'ahd:Commands; 
we livez,.«nd we dare not make Shipwrack of it, but in his Love are conſtrai- 
ned to keep it, and his Reward is our unſpeakable Joy, Very much of this 
nature, hath been publiſhed in tenderneſs of heart for your. pood, and rhere- 
fore I (hall not at this time be Jarge, for I know, that Love, Patience, and 
Meekneſs muſt prevail: And he Lord God hath abundantly furniſhed, anda- 
dorned his Children with the virtues of thoſe heavenly Graces, in which they 
ſtand as ſo many 1»nocents, that think noill, and their behaviour and holy 
Converſation, may even overcome you, to be pittiful and merciful towards 
them; and alſo, to bein love with them ; whichyou-would affuredly be, if 
you had a right knowledge of them. . Ohic is a Chriſtian, and a Manly-ſtate 
to be in Love, for therein was Man created :. And though the Fall hath Se 
parated, yet by Chriſt Jeſus eyery true Believer is again reſtored, and therein 
are we diſpoſed towards the whole Creation; And what ever may come to paſ$ 
concerning us outwardly, yet in Love-we ſhall remain inwardly, and in Love 
lye down in. Peace, which no man hath power to give us, nor to take away 
from ug, - And ſoit is deſired, that every one of you concerned, may ſeriouſly 
conſider this ſhort Preſentation of our Innocent Cauſe, and let the Juſt Witneſs 
of God in your conſciences determine the: matter, and then we ſhall not be 
deprived of our Juſt Liberties and Birthrights, norof the outward comfort of 
our near Relations ,; then we'ſhall not be forced. from our tender Wives and 
Children, and leave them mourning and weeping behind us; nor thereunto 
conſtrained for any evil done by us, but in the kindly afﬀfeQtionated nature of 
unfeigned Love, in which we are bound together, and ought not by any man 
robe parted, or put a ſunder, and it lieth contrary to the nature of Love wy 
part and ſeparate outward Relations after ſuch a manner. And if you wi 
but receive the counſel of Gods Witnels, that Principle which pleadeth 
in your .conſciences on our behalf, it will determine the matter equally, and 
chen we ſhall not be found worthy to be deprived of our Right, Liberty, and 
outward Comfort,but ſhall be found worthy to fit in peace with our Families, 
follow our honeſt Callings, and ſo continue ſerviceable in our Generation, 
within our Native Land. And that will free your conſciences of much vexation 
and trouble which otherwiſe will come upon you for if you proceed to pro- 
ſecuce the matter unto the end, the Cry of the Widows and Fatherleſs, will ſs 
eccho in the Nation, as to be a continual Terror unto you ; nay, thouſands will 
make a doleful Lamentation on the behalf of their honeſt Neighbours and Friends, 
[0h let not ſuch a Lamentation be taken up in England, as to have « poor defti- 
ture Wife, mour ning and weeping ſor want of her Husbang,and poor young tender 
Children mourning and weeping for want of their Parents, and one Neightdr and 
Friend mourning and weeping for want of another and you the cauſe of ir; this 
will be a heavy burden upon you, and a terror in your conſciences, if you do 
5 P occaſion 


? 
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occaſion it : for there are many tender hearts in #xg/«nd, though ſome be 

into hardneſs, and in dordoeſs fat rejoycing, Sor than pitying z but 
the Lord ſeeth and knoweth the ſecrets cf all hearts, and the hardeſt of hearts 
he will break and fill with ſorrow. O do not cauſe theſe things to come to 
paſs by aoy of your means, leſt you draw upon your ſelves a burden too hea- 
vy to be bornz bur let Pitty and Mercy ſtop the violence of Fury and Cruelty, 
that inſteadof Mourning there may be Joy,and inſtead of Heavines there may be 
Gladneſs, and that will give you caſe in your own coaſciences, and peace 
in the latter end : Which is deſired, . that ye all may' walk worthy to know 
falflled ; for the Power of the Lord God will break all thar tanos againſt ir, 
and that is his Living WORD. 


By a True Friend unto all Native Zn»ghſhmen, 
The 13th day of: the 
$6h month, 1664. . W. S; 


w_——— 
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The LAW deſeribed in its Nature and End, 


T" Hat which may properly and truly be called Law, is that which Randeth in 
2 Mercy, Juſtice and Equity z and by its Power and Force preſcrveth 
Pepple in ſafety, as to their Life, Liberty and Eftatez that where any 
Wrong or Injury is offered or done by one man unto another, chere Juſtice 
and Right may be done in Mercy and Equity, for relief of che Grieved: For 
every thing that is inſtiruted in its proper place, hath alſo its proper Obje&t 
ynto which it pointeth, as to the End for which ir is inſtituted : and divers 
Caſes and Sentences might be aſſerted out of the old Law, which anſwereth 
this very End, which being Lawia its ſelf, as being inſtituced for the preſer- 
vation and well-being of all Free-born Engliſh-men, and irs power yer ſtan- 
ding & continuing in force,and alſo being counted the Foundacion upon which 
a)l enſuing Acts oughe to ſtand, and ſo to be complear and perfe&t in one Body , 
if any thing be Enacted that cannot be ſettled upon this Foundation, or united 
to this Body, whichis counted che Body of the Law, ic cannot properly and 
truly be called Law, bur is rather holden for Error; ſo that che Foundation, 
& Body of the Law, ſtandeth as a Rule unto all future and ſucceeding Ages, 
thar they may be direed in their Acts and Inſticurions, wherein they are con- 
cerned: For if it was not ſo, there could be no Exror z but ic appeareth that 
there may be an Error, and ſo conſequently a Rule that is erred from, when 
an Error is committed 3 and the Error muſt needs be this, When any thing 
is enacted or executed that cannot be united to the Foundation, or Body of 
the Law : Forif the Body of the Law ſtand in Mercy, Juſtice and Equity, to 
the preſervation and ſafety of Life, Liberty and Eſtate z and future Ages do 
enact againſt ſuch as do not wrong any man in Life, Liberty, or Eſtate, ſuch 
an AR cannot be united to the Foundation, or Body of the Law: And it ap- 
peareth that the Body of the Law is ſo intirely compoſed in Mercy, Juſtice 
and Equity, that no future Age could yer find it defe&tive, bart have allowed 
it to be good and right in its Inſticution , ſothat ir ſtanderh and remainerh in 
its powerand force, and is generally accounted the Rule ro walk by, for the 
good Government of all People: And as itremaineth in force, fo there is no- 
thing co be enacted and counted for Law, but that which will clearly unite to its 
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Body, in Mercy, Juſtice and Equity, whereby all People may have their dur- 
ward Rights and Priviledges preſerved unto chem and chat is alſo agreeableo 
the Rational Part in Man, becauſe is apſwereth that which wotld hor be expo+ 
ſed uaco danger: for it isa thing generally concladed, That Reafon is the Mos 
ther of Law foraſmuch as no unreaſonable Act or Deed ſhould be done by ode 
man agaiaſt another, and-ſo the Law is powerful ro keep the' unreaſonable 
part in ſubjeion, and when it is tranſgreſled, to inflict equal Paniſhment upon' 
Offenders , and hereby ir becomes & ferrour to evil-dvers, and a praiſe p7Þ Tm 
that do well, becauſe it ſheweth Mercy, Juftige, and Equity, unto rhe Wronged 
by righting their Wrongs, and thergia is the Terrour unto che One, and the 
Praiſe unto the Other. Now if any AR be jaſtituced that doth: not anfwver 
this Ead, then ic is notreaſonable in the ground, and conſequently go Lay , 
for it is improper to call, char Law whach is unreaſonable, being that Reaſon 
is generally accounted the Mocher of Law, and whatſoever A doch err 
from the Foundation of Law, it doth not unite with the Body of the Law: 
And itis very clear and plain, that if there be no Wrong-Daers, as the Obje& 
of Law, that then che Law in ie ſelf is filent, as baving nothing ro operate 
apon that offends it, and if there be no atacrer for the Law to operate upon,' 
then no puniſhment co be inflicted, 

Now asthe Lord God of Heavenand Earth'created al chings in good Or- 
der, and eyery individual good ia its place and fervice, wichout Offence in that 
, day, butthrough the Fall is gone into Diſorder, which remaineth unto'this 
day z ſo the higheſt degree wherein mea are concerned in the Inſtitution of any 
AR, is but to reduce into that comely outward Order again, that fo no man' 
may be grieyed or offended by the wrong thac another may do. unto him, bur 
that he may walk ſafely in his Perſon, Liberty aud Eſtate, and this is the fur- 
theſt End which the Law ferveth umo, anthat which is enacted in ſuch a ſer- 
vice uniceth with the Boily of the Law, and is init ſelf properly Law, becaufe 
it operateth upon a proper Obje&t, and reacherh with Power and Force to ſup- 
prels it5 and by this Rule he thar doth wrong ſuffers for it, and he char is 
wronged comesto be rightedy and ſo good Oxder is kept amongſt men, b 
the Power and Force of the Law, and that is a reaſonable thing, unto' whic 
the Law only fervethz and ſothe Law is merciful, juſt and equitable in every 
point, foraſmuch as tire Laſtitution of it rendeth co the preſervation and well- 
being of Men for that whichis ordained and inſticuted for che preſervation'of 
Man, is merciful cowards him, it ſtanderh as an outward Defence to his Life, 
Liberty and Eſtate : For the Law would not that any man ſhonld ſuffer wrong, 
and therefore it ſheweth Mercy to the grieved, by doiny; Juſtice and Right, 
and that is properly the nature of Law; foraſmuch as it is unreaſonable in'{uch 
as do the wrong, and reafonable to right ſuch as are wronged: And Reafon 
being the Mother of Law, it ftrengtheneth che Law to operate upon all un- 
reaſonable things, as the proper object which it is totake notice of, and there.” 
by the end of the Law is an{wered in Mercy, Juſtice and Equicy, which is 
agreeable to its nature. And the caſe may be put thus for more'clearneſs.; 
What would there be to-puniſh according to Law, if all men lived y, 
ſoberly, aud righteouſly 2 if nething (as cerrainly there would not) then is 
there any other end in the Law, but only to puniſh ſuch as live vainly, fro- 
wardly, and unrighteouſly ? Ifa man bea Freeborn Engliſhman, and pay his 
Taxes and Tribute as a Subje&, and neither Plor, Contrive, nor Confſpite 
againftthe perſon of the King,' or ſubverſion of the Goverhmient, What Law 


is? 
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e 3painſt him in thar'taſe 2 the Mother of the'Law, faith, Nope at al; 
a7; as he bath done mo wrong to the King, any way, but is a peaceable $nb- 
je#.-  Agairi,' If a man ds hot offer any violence this Neighbour, or any 
way do him _ What Law-is there-agaioſt him 4n'chat caſe 2:4 is not an 
obje& whichthe Law takeSnotice of forpuniſhment, f6raſmuch as he hath nor 
wronged -his/Neighbour, but is a Sober man. - Again, 'If a man be wholly 
—_— in Righteouſneſs, What -Law is there” againſt him in chac 
2 Righreouſneſs is. not; an offence againſt the Law, for che Law is 
nor deſtractive tothe Righteous, andſoin all other things, whichare peace- 
ablez: ſober and righteous; :the power of the Law doth not operate 'upon ſuch 
for puniſhment, neither willany rational man affirm it, therefore' the object 
of the Law; muſt needs'be the wrong doers ; and the power: afid force of it 
doth-6nly exrend to ſuppreſsthem, becauſe they are injuries to the well-bein 
of peaceable, fober and ri hreous People z and che Lawin Mercy, Juſtice wy 
Equity protecteth them from injuries, and doth them Righr when they are 
wronged, 'andthis is properly Law, and the end of its inftirution. Now theſe 
things being granted, which indeed are ſo really true, as not to be diſputed or 
denied, then ivmuſt of necefaty follow, that when any Act is inſtituted, chat 
maketh peaceable, ſober, and righteous People the object of its power and 
force, That:cannot properly be called Law, foraſmuch as it doth not unice 
with-the: Foundation and Body of the Law 3 for it is not a reaſonable thing, 
thar "peaceable, ſober, and righteous: People ſhould be difinherited, or 
exiled, or any other way deſtroyed or puniſhed, there is neither Mercy, 
Jaſtice, of Equity in it, which are the only qualifications that the Lay is 
ſecled upon: "Therefore it.is fully concluded, that the peaceable, ſober, and 
righteous People, called Quakers, are under the proteRion of the Law in 
every point; foraſmuch as they neither wrong nor injure any man, which draws 
the Mercy, Juſtice and Equity of che Law over them z and fo whatſoever A& 
is, or may be made againlt the People. or however ic lieth as to titles and 
rerms for preventing and ſuppreſſing cheir Godly Meetings, or any other mat- 
rer or thing which percains to, their Conſciences, yer it cannot make them 
Tranſgreſſors of the Law, _— they continue their Meetings or other God- 
ly Exerciſes, contrary unto ſuch an Act, becauſe their Meetings and Godly 
Exerciſes are intenderneſs of Conſcience towards God, and not to wrong or 
injure any man; neither can any Experiences demonſtrate that the practice of 
thoſe People have at any time, or in any place, been any way hurtfall co the 
Life, Liberty or Eſtate of any People , Therefore the Mercy, Juſtice, and 
Equity of the Law is on their fide, and ſtandeth in it ſelf for the protection, 
2nd not for their deſtruQion z and whatſoever is enacted againſt chem cannor 
unite with the body of the Law, becauſe it doth evidently appear that they an- 
ſwer theLaw,when they meet together,as meeting peaceably,ſoberly and righ- 
reouſly, which wholly cendeth to the well-being of all People z and therefore 
by the Law they are to be defended from injury and wrong, and not to be 
difinberited, exiled, deſtroyed, or awy other way puniſhed, by any AG whatſoever , 
for as they give no juſt occaſion for any AG to be made againſt them, ſo none in 
Power is to make any AGF to puniſh them, but to extend the Mercy, Fuſtice, an1 
Equity of the Law towards them, who in all things anſwer the Law in the holy and 
peaceable life, whereiw they walk in all Godlineſs and bonefty, as becometh 
Chrif#ianity. Thus in obedience to the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, I 
have given forth my Teſtimony concerning theſe weighty matters, that none 
| may 
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may endeavour to promote any thing againſt thoſe dearly and well-belayed. 
People, of the” Moſt. High. God, - who: reproachfally, and ſcorgfully are 
called Sveters, but in. the Power .of God are truly Chriſtians,, . wit 
gow 4 _ united in the Bond of Peare, and: therein reſt, atrue Lover of 
all mankind. | 


The 10th day of the W. 5; 
9th month, 1664, 


K— . . 
—— 


A Poſtſcript to all Honeſt, Sober and impartial Furors, 


FRIENDS, 


] Have much tenderneſs iti tmy heart towards you, foraſmuch as I believe, 

that many of you are of a | 3h and ſollid diſpofition, and defire to perform 
your places of Truft in honeſty and ſobriery as becometh men z and you it is; 
that Idefire may well confider the whole matter, and chiefly theſe particulars 
following] (1.) Whether the Priſoner ſtands, upon his Tfyal according to 
Law, that is, whether it be properly and truly Law, that he'is trybd by. 
(2.) Whether the Lawand che Witneſs agree together in every pbint, asto 
the matter in queſtion, (3.) Whether the thing done, bereally an offence 
againſt the Law, and ſo a Fa@ puniſhable by the Law 3 for there may be ſome 
Adats that will not unite with the Body of the Law, as before is mentioned 
and alſo-there may be ſeveral interpretations. of the Law, and the. Judges 
may wreft the Law by, ſuch interpretatiqns z as.for inſtance, there is an At 19 
prevent and ſuppreſs Seditious Conventicles : Now according 't&theſe expreſs 
words, this Act will unite with the Body of the Law, and in chat ſence may 
properly be called, Law, becauſe it is to prevent and ſuppreſs ſuch aRions'and 
practices as tend todifcord, ftrife, and ill things, and thereby renderh ro the 
preſervation of peaceable People, Now mark, Tfany be tryed by this AR; 
becauſe they only meet together to Morſhip God in bis Fear, and the Evidence 
can prove nothing farther, than only a Meeting, and the Judge tell you; that 
ſuch proof is [ufficient to make ſuch guilty of an Offence, that art taken at a Meb- 
ting, though it be not appartntly $editious; ſuch an interpretation makeg rhe 
Law to-be no Law, becanſe it will not unice with the Body of the Law, at- 
cording to the, ſence of the Judges incerpretation, for the Interpretatiog 
quite alteteth the matter, and ſo maketh ſuch ro be the objects of their Tater- 
preration, that are not proper objects of the Law z and whoſoever are found 
guilty, as Offenders, from any ſuch interpretation, they are wronged and in- 
jured according tothe Law : for where'the Inſtitutors of Laws do ſignify, their 
minds in expreſs words, ifgheir minds and words wilt anite with che Body of 
the Law, then no Interpretation isto wreſt their minds arid words from their 
proper ſeace and fignification, for fo' the Judges may interpret the Law to 
anſwer the Witneſs, and thereby make an Innocent man to appear guilty of an 
offence , when the Witneſs is to anſwer the Law, by proving the Fa& to be 
an offence againſt the Law it ſelf, or otherwiſe the Law in ic ſelf, doth not 
operate upon any man to Condemnation, 


Weigh and ballance theſe things in the juſt Principle of God, in which is the 
pure Wiſdom that gives to diſcern the Precious from the Vile, and ſo put a diffe- 
| 5Q. rence 


E\ 124.  Afew plaſii Worvy" +664 


rendt betwien theſe that ſerve God, and theſt that fervt him not 5 Utd let each 
eqfalition be mniſnered with  juit meaſure; and thereis you will find 'yinr prace 
4rd happineſs" both preſent and to come': ' And the Loyd give you Wiſdome and 
Hnderſtanding,, that with boldneſs and conrage you may'ſtand in het Faſtice 
«nd Equity over all the fear of men, Pa 


VV. S. 
Os  ArEw \ 
PLAIN WORDS: ::.. 
| CONCERNING $0 
CONFORMITY _ 
I'N 


Mater of Religion and Worſhip ; And alſo concern- 
ing Evidence and Judgment in. Caſes of Con- 


{cience, 


Pabliſhed to all Magiſtrates, Furors, .and People, within the Nation 
of England- 


is to bring people into Conformity unto the Lyturgie of the 
Church of England, as appears by the ſaid AR, in providing Re- 
medies againſt all other Aſſemblies and Meetings as ſeditious Con- 
venticles: Now the main Queſtion will be this z Whether the Lyturg ie of the 
Church of England be the true Reformed Religion and Worſhip, according to the 
parity in Primitive times © And whether ſuch as fſeant rom it do yet remain in 
the Apoſtaſi: * This is the main Queſtion now to be conſidered , for the Ly- 
turgie-worſhip, as now practiſed in the Church of England, is generally taken 
to be the he# Reformed, and neareſt to the ApoZtolifk Order, and (o is preſſed 
and judged as the moſt Refined Religion and Worſhip t6 be obſerved. Now how 
farit is Reformed, and how near it is brought unto the Apoſtolick 0rder, I ſhall 
nor at this time compare or diſtinguiſh 3 bur if it were truly and rightly Refor- 
medinto the Primitive Purity, and that the ſame Spir#t of Truth had the or- 
dering of it as the Apoſtles were ordered by, then no Perſecucion would riſe 
Out of it,for in the 4pofolick Order there were never any;therefore the Reforma- 
tron is yet afar off from that Religion and Worſhip which was in the Primitive 
time, and ſo the diſſenting from itz or not conforming to it,. doth not —_ 
the 
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the diſſenters tobe in Error, becanſe ſomething may lie nearer the truthof 
the Apoſtolick Worſhip then what the Lyrturgie of the Charch of England is re- 
formed into, For if ſuch as have received che: Sparzt of God)/and therein ahox- 
ſhip him, have found ſomething nearer to the Apoſf#lirck Pratirce, than what 
1s obſerved by the Lytargie of the Church of England, ther they are to. be als 
lowed the liberty in their Worſhip wichour reſtraint or prohibition, for the 
true Worſhip is in the Spirit, and they that worſhip God in the Spiric, - they 
are truly Reformed into the Apo#olick Order, and they cangor perſecnte-aty, 
but walk in love and meekneſs towards all, which is the cleateſt Evideoce*ly 
the beſt Reformed Religion, and thatwhich lies neareſt unco- the. 4poſtolich 07- 
dey : For the word Lyturgie (ignifies, The Publick Service of the Church. Now 
if the Lyturgie of the Church of England, do not agree withthe Lyturgie' of 
the true Church in Primitive times, then it is not tranſgreſſion co diſſent! frork 
ir, andthere is nothing doth more-infallibly demonſtrate the diſagreement, 
than Perſecution by it, and ſuffering under ity for the Publick Service in the 
true Church, is by the Spirit of God, and none can order the Church in things 
pertaining to God bur by the Spirit of God, andthe Spirit of God never per. 
ſecuted any, nor ſuch as worſhip God in the Spirit cannot be of that mind; for 
that is nor a good ſervice in the Church, neither do ſuch as are. guided by: xt 
Spirit of God diſſent from the Lyturgie, but may be truly in the publick Sex- 
vice ofthe Church, thaugh not in the publick Service of theChurch of Englund. 
So then it remains to be enquired by fuch as yet know nor what Religion 'and 
Worſhip is beſt Reformed and moſt agreeable to the Lyturgie, or publick 
Worſhip of the Church in Primitivefimes ? and ſomething may herein' be ſaid 
to anſwer any enquirer, | | 
1+ That is the beſt Reformed Religion and worſhip, which is Reformed by 
the Spirit of God, becauſe that hath power to Reform and Change the heart, 
and ſo n order the heart inthe fear of God, and in the publick (ervice of the 
Church, | | 

2. Thatis thebeſt Reformed Religion and Worſhip which ſtands in the 
freedom of the Spirit, in which there is no binding or limitation, but a free 
Service in the Church, 

3- Thatis the beſt Reformed Religion and Worſhip, which ſands in love, 
peace, and good-will, in which there is no Reſtriction nor Perſecution, but 
a ſerving one another in love, which is the publick Service of the 
Chutch, | 

4. Thats the beſt Reformed Religion and worſhip, when every man doth 
to another as he would be done unto himfelf, in which there is no envy, ha- 
tred, or malice, but a peaceable anda holy life in all godlineſs and honeſty, 
which is the publick ſervice of the Church. + YT E9TY 

Theſe few things being well confidered, it will appear, that the people 
who are called Quakers, do not diſſent from he Lyrurgie, but are due 'obſer- 
vers of itz for as they are guided by the Spirit of God, ſo their ſervice is a 
publick ſervice of the Church, burthe ſervice of the Church of England is 
a private ſervice compared with the many Religions and Worſhips that'are'in' 
the world: For nothing can be a publick ſervice ofthe Church, but that which 
is performed inthe publick Spiric of God , becauſe the Spirit is an univerſal 
principal, andin every Nation it guideth ſuch as receives it atid believes in 
ir, into one way and ſervice, and that is publick in every Nation, and nottied 
or bound unto one Nation only, for that which may be obſerved in ofthe Na> 


tion 
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tion is but a private thing compared with other , Nations in the world, thax 
differ from them in matter of Religion and worſhip : But the Spirit and power 
of Gad reforms Nations, and.gachers them-into unity and peace, in which 
they are true members of the Church, and fer in-the publick ſervice of it , 
and if the word Lyturgie may be allowed tothe Quake? according to its pro- 
per Ggnification, then they are in practice the beſt obſervers of it, for their 
ſervice is a publick ſervice in the Church, | ; 
./ Now let all Magiſtrates who are commiſſioned to give judgement touching 
offences, ſeriouſly.conſider, for the matter is of ſuch weight & concernment, 
as worthy robe deliberated; and not haſtily to fall upon it 2n any raſh conclu- 
fon; for it isonly feditious. Conventicles which the late Act providerh Reme- 
dies againſt, and gives this reaſon, becauſe at their Meetings they contrive 
Inſurretions, as late experience hath ſhewed: Now the @uakers are not 
any way guilty of offending in theſe caſes z and that it may be the better un- 
derſtood, I hallexplain the fignification of the words unto the Capacities of 
all ſorts of ſenſible people. - Sedition is diſcord, ſtrife, and debate. Conven- 
tisle is a ſmall Aſſembly commonly for ill things, or as the Law expounds ic, 
MKWhere many do impart with others to kill a man, or to take anothers part in ill 
things; Lam. 173+ Inſarretion ts arifingof menin Arms: Now concerning 
all rheſe things, which is the very grouna of the ſaid A, there cannot any 
wang juſtly be laid to the @wakeys charge, for if experience in theſe caſes 
be taken for good evidence, then the 2xakers Meetings are wholly cleared 
by the ſaid A, for no ſuch things hath ever been experienced to riſe from 
their /Meerings3/ and therefore the ſaid At nor lying againſt them in the 
round, no Penalty or puniſhment is to be laid upon « A. by vertue of the 
ame. And this is written unto you Magiſttates, who are commiſſtoned to 
give judgmentin caſes of offences, for it is a plea generally uſed by Magi- 
rates, That they are bound to put the Law in Execution: well, ifit be ſo, 
and that you are ſo careful todiſcharge your truſt, yer you muſt find an offen- 
der before you can legally execute the Law, and the offence muſt ariſe by 
good and ſound evidence to be a tranſgreſſing of chat Law, and that according 
tothe purpoſe of the Law : So that you may bein a capacity to judge and de- 
termine Cauſes equally, according to good evidence, in things pertaining to 
men but as to things pertaining to Conlcience, they are too high for you, 
for you can have no evidence to inform you concerning the offence, and ſo 
cannot judge or determine the matter equally in that caſe : Andif inthis caſe 
.of Meeting, there nothing doth appear of diſcord or ſtrife, or any il! things, 
then there is: not any thing for you to take knowledge of as an offence, or that 
can be charged as tranſgreſkon upon ſuch as ſo meer, though they meet in 
greater or-leſſer numbers for the A&is not againſt peaceable Meetings, nor 
4gaimſt the true Worſhip of God z but where there is Religion and Worſhip 
pretended in Meetings, and ſome ill thing intended by that Meeting, and ac- 
cording tothe intention break forth into a publick manifeſtarion, then, upon 
dod'evidence, .in that caſe you may proceed to Penalties and puniſhment of 
the offendors, and ſoevery apparent offence may have a witneſs (without) to 
giveevidence tothe Fact, by which Jadgment may be given according to the 
offence. - But if the Conſcience offend againſt God, that muſt be left co his 
witneſs within, and to his Judgement alone, who both ſees the offence, and 
knows howto-puniſh it according to the nature of it? and therefore all ſuch 
caſts as relate-to the Conſcience, is to be left to God alone, whoſeeth gs 
an 
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and jadgeth ſecrets, and gives. to every man according to his deeds, withour 
reſpec of perſons, | 

And now a few words unto you that ſerve upon Juries, ſeeing ſomething in 
the ſaid A may come within your enquiry ; for the third offence in order to 
Tranſportation, is to b&&ryed by Verdi : Now where you come tobe con- 
cerned in any ſuch caſe, wherein the matter lies in point of Con(cience,be very 
careful what you do, And firſt, you that ſerve upon grand Juries, the mar- 
ter lyes of very great concernment unto you, foraſmuch as you are the finders 
and accuſers of offenders, and ſo prepares the way in order to convitionor 
Judgement. Now if there be riot ſome evidence, that can make good proof 
that there was [ome appearance of diſcord or ill things ac ſuch a Mecing, for 
which any Party or Parties may ſtand indicted, then you are not in a CaPacity to 
find the Bill ro berrue, foraſmuch as you cannot be informed whether ſuch 
a Meeting was pretended to Worſhip, and ſome ill thing iozended by: it, or 
whether it was a Meeting to worſhip God (ingly ia Spiritand in Truth, which 
the Act is not againſt, and (o ifitlye as acaſe of Conſcience, without any aps 
pearancez you can have no true evidence in ic, and therefore you are 
not to find it, nor accuſe any in that caſe as guilty of an offence worthy :of 
puniſhment, ; me. | 

Object, But ſome may ſay, We only enquire for the K ing, and therefore npou 
good evidence to the Indictment, we are bound to findit, and let the P arty cleas 
himſelf upon his Tryal, ; VF WW 

Anſs. As you ftand only to enquire for the King, ſoyou are to enquire what 
wrong the King ſuſtains by the Fat, of which the Party Rands indicted for ; if 
the evidence to the Indictment prove not ſome wrong done co the King in-mar- 
ter of Fat, then you cannot know the Bill to, be a.cruc Bill, and (© isnoteo 
put the Party upon his Tryal: For it the Indi&ment do not lye, as to ſome 
wrong done by the Party Indicted, either as co Life, Eſtace, Peace, or Liberty 
of anocher, and chat it be not ſq proved by your evidence, then the King is 
not wronged, ang you may clearly acquit che Patty oa the Kiags behalf, and 
leave things thar pertain to che Conſcience unto God alone, far none befides 
him knows whar is in man, Ang you that are ordered upge Juries for Can- 
viction, your places is ofthe greateſt weight and concernment, foraſmuch as 
you try the Life, and may either ſaye it, or deſtrqy.ic: For though the grand 
Jury doenquire and find the Inditmeat, yer itjs you that either caſty or Clears. a 
man upon his Tryal ; for you are Judges of the Fa, and if you Judge the 
Party guilry of the Fat, then yon expole him-tothe Judgement of the Law, 
in that Caſe. Now foraſmuch as there is a late AR of. Parliament made, 
which doth refer the Tryal of the third offence nga by it, unto a Ver- 
dict, if it ſo come to paſs, that any ſuch Tryal.be 30 ht before you, . pon 
der well what evidence you have to prove it, far 1D h, 2v the. main thing on 
your Parts, who according to your evidence doth either tind the Party guilty, 
orclear, concerning the fact; andif you find him clear as to the Pa, then.you' 
free him as tothe Shtece of the Law. Now 4t may be in ſuch-Caſes, you 
may have ſome Evideace that willprave a Meetin above the number of fre 
beſides the Family , bur chen conſider whether ſych Evidenge..he ſufticiear tg 
prove any people Yar gErs againſt rhe ſaid AR, excepr it be.alſo proves, thas* 
there was diſcord and, ſtrife, or. any ill things praRtiſed in fuch.a tiog, 
which is the very {i niiFagig of the words upon which the {gjd,AR is groun- 
ded; now if no ſuch. thing can be proved unto you, chen there is not any 
| | 5K | Meeting 
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Meeting thac doth atnount totranſgrefſion againſt the ſaid A&, though there 
be a Meeting to che number of five hundred or more z for it is the thing done 
that makes che Fact, but if no ſuch thing as before-mentioned be done in the 
Aſſemblies of pepple in the way wherein they worſhip, chen the A is nor 
tranſgreſled , and if 'not tranſgreſſed , then ſuch as meets rogethet are nor 
to be puniſhed as offendors: therefore conſider well yout places, for 
your ſervice ſtands in judging the Fa& according to your Evidence , bur 
wherein any_ caſe 'of Conſcience is brough before yon, there ' can 
no/Evidence prove the matter truly to you, and therefore you are to leave it 
unto God, and to his Witneſs in the Conſcience, and by your Verdi& to a&- 
quic all People in things relating to their Conſcience, and let them account 
unto God before whom they mutt ſtand or fall. 

And now a few words unto all People, for ſeeing there is, Information and 
evidence to be given in the aforeſaid caſes, before there can be any proceedings 
as to Conviction or Jadgement, it doth concernevery one to be careful what 
they do, for the Act dothnot impoſe any penalty or puniſhment upon any for 
not informing, and therefore where any do ſer themſelves to doit, they will 
but manifeſt a forward mind in the thing wherein they may keep themſelves 
free 3 and ifany do put themſelves upon it, as crotuform againſt any peaceable 
——_ the people called Quakers, they will manifeſt more envy and ma- 
lice to their neighbours chan love and good will : For the AQts is not againſt the 
Quakers Meetings, being their Meetings are peaceable, and no peaceable 
Meeting is a ſeditious Conventicle , and how can any truly Inform of anlaw- 
ful Meeting, when the Law is not againſt it ? for that makes a thing unlawful 
whenthe thing done is againſt the Law in that caſe, but the Quakers Meetings 
are not againſt the At in that caſe made, for ir is made to prevent and ſup- 
preſs ſeditions Conventicles, and pretenders of Worſhip, and not peaceable 
Meetings, and the true Worſhip. And ſo'to meet peaceable, as the Qua- 
kersdo, and all along have done on their parts, adove the number of 5 be- 
ſides the Family, is not an unlawful Afſembly or Metting, for the Law is nor 
againſt it, but to meer to the number of five beſides the Family, under Pre- 
rence of Religiorrand Worthip, and at ſuch Meetings co enter into diſcord and 
ſtrife, and do ll things, as to riſe in Armes, and be tamultuous 'to the 
diſturbance of the Nations peace, then itis a Seditious Conventicle, and an 
anlawful Meeting, becauſe the Law is againſ? it, and chey that meer in that 
manner, runs the hazard of rhe penalties and puniſhmert that the Law in 
thae cafe providerh againſt offendors, and it is onely ſuch ag are dangerous 
Secaties, who at their Meetings contrive TItiſurre&Rions, or to raiſe tp ſtrife, 
and {]| things, which makes a Sedicious Conventicle, as is before explained : 
Thetefore ler all people be careful how they inform and give evidence in' this 
caſe, 'forthe A& doth not prohibic any peaceable Meeting, . where people 
meets together in the fear of God, and truly worſhips him'in tenderneſſe of 
Conſcience, this is not only a pretended thing, bur a'real true thiog, which 
the Act doth nor prohibit. Therefore all people be in love with your Neigh- 
bours;' and then no haſty Information or evidence will be given againſt any for 
, their obedience unto God, and for worſhipping him in Spirit and in Truth, 

according to his mind z for if there be no Informers, there can be no proceed- 
ings: and therefore as Information'is the cauſe char'gives motion to the Wheel, 
ſothere ought to be great care and wc oy in it- becauſe one Neighbour 
may thereby expoſe another unto great ſufferings; and where any do ſo, they 
do 


1664 concerning Conformity, xc, 129 


do not love their Neighbors as emlevEs vhich is a ſure mark of the crue 
Religion. And now if any ſhould have if id their mindes to inform and give 
Evidence in the caſe aforeſaid, I ask you, what you wilhinfogg touching the 


Quakers Meeting *, Will you JofotnYpur gnethFg 18g of five beſides 
E 


the Family 2 and will yok Gythiatydþ will give Ey 197 you ſhall nor 
need, for we confeſle it ; bur will you inform that there was ſtrife and diſcord 
amoneſt them, or any ill thing in ation, or any appearance of riſing in armes, 
and ſo a Seditious Conventicle, according to the AQ ?-if you ſay nay, we 
cannot give {uch thing | nformation in the truth, nor we dare not give Evidence 
to any ſuch thing 3 it may be that ſome may be thus honeſt,and x my be ſome 
again,thar Wrllnot fear to informi,and evidence the matter by th&'A intended, 
tnough they neither ſee nor know that ſo it is amongſt ſuch againſt whom they 
Informzand therefore, as to the firſt, that honeſtly confeſlerk the truth, there 
needs not any thing be ſaid, being their own confeſſion clears us; but unto ſuch 
as wilfully and obitinately reſolve to dous harm, if itbe in their power 5 unto 
ſach we fay,that your Information and evidence is not to be regarded by ſober 
Magiſtrates or Jurors ; for our pratice is ſo generally known, that it will be ap- 
parently manifeſt to be envy and malice, where any ſach Information of Evi- 
dence 1s given againſt us, | : $6 as NATL | 
And further, corifider this one =—_ more in general, which I ſhall offer 
to you by way of queſtion : Was not the Chriſtian Religion and Worſhip in 
primitive timesa true Religion and Worſhip: and was there not both Fews 
and Gentiles gathered in it; -and was there not many Fews ahd Gentzles thar 
differed fromthem in Religion and Worſhip, and did the true Chriſtians en- 
deavour to force the Diflenters by arourward Law to joyn with them « You 
do not read in all the Scripture, that the crue Chriſtians did ever practice any 
ſuch thing. either to inform or puniſh any in matter of Conſcience. There- 
fore let not this Nationof England give occaſion unto other Nations, to up- 
braid them with perſecution, for it will be much to the diſhonour of ic, if nor 
to the rnin of it, by the hand of the Lord. Oh ſurely it cannot but touch 
many tender hearts whoare obſervers of the Lyturgie of the Church of Zng- 
land, to (ee ſuch perſecution riſe ont, of it, and that againſt anintiocent people z 
for we that are called @uakeys, are a people well known in our Conntries, and 
the Witneſs of God doth bear a ſureteſtimony for us, how ever men may wit- 
neſs againſt us, or however they may accuſe, judge and condemn us, yer dorh 
the Witneſs of God clear us from the guilt of any juſt offence againſt the pre- 
ſent power, and the Peace thereof; and whatfoeyer may come to paſs concer- 
ning 1s inthis matter, yet there is no Fact worthy 'of condemnation: Much 
might be ſaid in theſe things, but ſhall leave all with the Lord, and co his 
juſt and righteous Witneſs in every conſcience which will plead with all for 
us, when Tongues and Pens are ſtill and filenty and ler not any think it ſtrange, 
that I have uſed ſuch plainneſs of ſpeech in this matter, for it is in the behalf of 
Gods precious Truth,and all that liveinit.' And being that our liberty, Eſtates; 
and lives are herein concerned.the plainneſs of my ſpeech may well be allowed, 
conſidering alſo, thatit it is no leſle than true love to all your ſouls whs are or 
may be any way concerned in this matter, for we that are called Quakers do truly 
love the Lamb, and follow him, and the Lamb and the Saints muſt have the 
Victoryzandin the Lambs Love,Meekneſs,& Patience we have Reſt andPeace,” 


Written the 27th. of the W. Ss, 
4th, Moneth, 1664. 
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ASHROT 
Manifeſtation 
OF 


the Main F'nd of Outwatd Government. 
Oo England, how greatis the Love which the Mighty GOD of Hea- 


ven and Ezrth doth manifeſt rowards thee! how doth he withhold his 

Judgements from thee for his own Names ſake!Surely he would not 

that thou ſhouldſt utterly periſh, but graciouſly waits that thou 
mighteſt come to Repentance, and curn from the evil of thy doings, that he 
might ſhew thee Mercy, for the Love which he hath cowards thee is in 
. ſparing thee, and not in delighting in thee, becauſe thy wayes are grievous 
to him, and thy Abomination provokes him daily, and he hath raiſed up 
his Seed wichin thee to bear witneſs unto the Truth, and all that are born of 
it they travel for thy good and welfare,that thou mighteſt be a Land of Righ- 
reoaſneſs, Juſtice and Equity, and bear the name of Chriſtzanity in the nature 
of it above all Nations in the World z this is the kindneſs of the Lord towards 
thee, who for theſe ſeveral years hath warned thee to forlake thy fins, and co 
put away the evil of thy doings, but thou kickeſt againſt his Counſel, and 
growelt worſe and worſe: and though he hath beheld the deep Sufferings and 
Afiitions that his People have endured under thy Cruelty, and how thou haſt 
made thy own Natives the Objet of thy Severity, yet he hath not ſpeedily 
executed his Judgments ro thefull upon thee,but unto this day had rather thac 
thou wouldſt tarn from thy wickedneſs and live , Ocherefote be nor ſtill re- 
beNious againſt ſo gracious a God, but hear and obey his Counſel, chat thon 
mayeſt love mercy, do juſtly, and walk humbly with God for whilſt thou arc 
at epmity againſt his Light, thou exerciſeſt thy (elf in cruelty, & walkeſt proud- 
ly, ſcornfully and diſdainfully, and with thar ſpirit arc ſtriving to baniſh Truth 
out of chy Dominions, and to ridthe Land of Innocent People, whoſe holy 
Canverſacion in all things is blameleſs towards thee; for we that are called 
Quckerrhavea Witnels in the Conſciences of many that bearsa ſure Teſti- 
mony ro our peaceable life z and did not the Execution of the Jate A mani- 
{eſt the [atention to be agarznſ{ US, we could not have believed it from the ex- 
preſs wards of it,neither are our Meetings any more cdncerned init, according 
tothe form of it, than the children that are yer unborn 4 bur ſeeing that the 
Execution is laid upon us, by which it appears that it is Intentionally againſt Us, 
we have clegrng(s inthe power of God ro manifeſt our own 1»xocency,that the 
Cruelty of ſuchas put it in execution againſt us may ke upon their own beads z 
and far this end it is that we are moved thusto write, that all people may ſee 
and underſtand that our Meetings are free from any guilc according to the form 
of the ſaid Act, and that we ought not in Reaſon, Truth or Righteouſneſs ro 
be ſuppreſſed or baniſhed, or any way diſturbed in relation to our Meetings, 
being that no manner of evil can be proyed to haye riſen from them at any 
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time, but contrary wiſe very much good, as many ate witneſſes, and whoſo- 
ever ſetthemſelves to at againlt us in this matter, they out run the form of 
their own Law, and tranſgrels the Righteous Law of God, and unto God they 
muſt give account for ſuch their doings : therefore ler none reje& Counſel 
which cendeth to their eternal good, for they that would be regulating others 
b:fore they be regulated in themſelves,and clearly underſtand by the Inſpirari- | 
on of che Almighty,what they ought to ſuppreſs, and what to encourage, they 
may in their undertakings ſuppreſs the Truth and encourzge Error, and fo run 
themſelves into irregular actions and proceedings, and yet count them legal, 
therefore to conſider the ground which firſt cauſed the neceffity of outward 
Laws, is of great conccrament, for if all people were guided by the principle of 
God in themſelves, then they would not need any outward Law to govern 
thei, but the Principle of God being tranſgreſſed, then the Enmity got up 
and governed, and becauſe of tran(ereſſion the Law was a4d:td; and Cain who 
was of the wicked one, he tranſgreſled the Principle of God, and flew his bro- 
ther about Religion, and the juſt Law of God took hold upon him as a tranſ- 
greſlor, an1 his puniſhment was greater than he could bear z and think you to 
eſcape, whoſe hands are doing the ſame work 2 do not deceive your ſelves with 
your Law, forthe Righteous God is juſt in all his ways, and your Law will noc 
be a defence unto you, when the Law of the Spirit of Life takes hold upon you 
in Judgment. Now Religion is not 2thing that falls within the compats or 
power of Nations Laws, but wholly belongs unto God, to order as he ſeeth 
good, and man is only roextend his power unto (uct thingsas he is ina capa- 
city to underſtand, and that which appears to be trangrefſion in Civil things 
he is to lay the Law upon it for the terror of evil-doers , for whatſoever is ot- 
dained of God there is an end for which itis ordained, and the End is only to 
be anſwered z and (o Outward Goverament hath its End, and ifit keep in its 
place, and an(wers itsend, it is good, and ought to be ſubmitted unto for 
Conlcience-ſake, if it relieve the Oppreſſed and judg the cauſe of the Wid- 
dow; ifit preſerve the Nation in peace, and the People in their well being z if 
it doright to thoſe that are wronged, and keep down vanity and profaneſs, 
which 1s inthe trangrefſion, then it anſwers its End, and is to be ſubmitted un- 
to: And as this is the main End of Outward Government, fo it is to be faith- 
fully anſwered by all that are entruſted with it, and they are not to intrude in- 
to any thing beyond it, for where any do fo, eitherin making Laws or execu- 
ting them, they do that for which they were never ordained of God, and fo 
unrighteons Decrees come to be made and executed, and that againſt an In- 
nocent People, that anſwers the End of the Law without the force of the Law, 
and againſt whom there is no-Law, for the Law was not made for the Righte- 
015, but for Sinners, (mark) for Sinners : but to worſhip God in his Spirit is 
not (in, to live peaceably, righteouſly, and ſoberly, is not fin; co ſpeak the 
Truth and not to (wearis not {1n z the Law was not made for ſuch as (o live, but 
for ſinneps , (mark again) for 'Thieves, Murderers, Drunkards, Adulterers, 
Swearers, Lyars, Sporters, Players, Rioters and wrong-doers, proud, heady, 
high-minded, vain, and prophane people, here are the ſinners for whom the 
Law was made, and have you any thing of chis nature againſt us? or, doth 
not the Witneſs of God in your own Conſciences clear us ? Now where doth 
your Sword fall, do ar: not miſs the Sinners, and ſmite the Righteous ? Is nof 
your Sword in your left hand, thatmakes you ſtrike fo far wide of that which 
you ſhould hit muſt our peaceable Meetings be ſuppreffed, and we afflied 
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and puniſhed, and ſuch as meet to exerciſe vaniry and prophaneſs eſcape 
and go free? if you 47 not over ſuch things, what do you govern over * 
Truth governs it ſelf, and all char live in it are well governed by it, there- 
fore govern over the Evil, and ler not it governover yous for thereby you are 
drawn to delight in it, and ſo cannot ſmite it, but ſmite the Righteous, that 
are well-governed in the Power and Wiſdom of God. O it is a ſad thing, thar 
ſuch as repreſent the Nation ſhould act againſt che Body of their Repreſentati- 
on, and ſuch as are'in power in the Country ſhould put fuch As in execution, 
2nd thereby endeavour to baniſh out of che Nation their own Neighbours, 
and ſo leave Wives, Widows,and Children Fatherleſs, and Families deſtitute 
of outward ſuccour! Surely God never ordained you todo ſuch things, neither 
doth God or good men approve you in it, and you are happy chat have or do 
avoid the evilof it: O return to your places all you that are out of them, 
that you may be found doing ſuch things as are well-pleakng unto God , and 
let your care be to anſwer the End of your places in things that you underſtand, 
that the Nation may be kept in peace by your means, and do not run things 
into diſtration and confuſion under pretence of Reformation and Regulation, 
Now look over your proceedings according to your own Law, Can you pro- 
ceed to Judgment in any offence criminal,or 1n any caſe of difference, wichour 
ſome Evidence to make proof unto you of the matter in queſtion £ and is not 
every Witneſs engaged to ſpeak the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing bur 
the Truth? and are not all Juries engaged to try all Cauſes according to their 
Evidence 2 Now conſider whether this can be done in a Caſe of Conſcience, 
being that no Evidence can ſpeak from a true knowledge or underſtanding of 
the matter z and though the Act be brought forth in ſuch terms as ſomething 
may be taken notice of as an offence, that 1s to lay, Seditions Conventiclesg but 
no Evidence can prove a Peaceable Meeting to be a Seditious Conventicle,if they 
ſpeakthe Truth,the whole Truth, 8& nothing but the Truth, & ſo a Peaceable 
Meeting to worſhipGod in tenderneſs of Conlcience is not an offence which the 
A& takes notice of, neither is it tranſgreſſion againſt it, for no Evidence can 
prove ſuch a Meeting to be a Seditions Conventiclez and the matter not being 
proved, no Jury is ina Capacity to find it, nor Judge tocondemn it, O there- 
fore conſider, and be (eriousin your places, who are concerned in Authority 
this day z for the wain End of Outward Government is to ſuppreſs evil, and: 
to be a terror to evil-doers, and a praiſe tothem that do well: Now if you ſay, 


We look upon you not to do well, in that you will not be conformable with us unto the 


Worſhip which we obſerve, but meet together contrary to our diſcipline, and in 
that ſenſe we do ſuppreſs Jou as evil-doers : Well, this is your perſwaſion , bur 
God hath otherwiſe perſwaded us: and if it ſhould bean evil in us in this caſe, 
yer it is not for you to condemn, but to leave it unto God who is a righteous 
Judge of the Conſcience : but we are fully perſwaded in the Lord,chat our not- 
"albrming wich you and alſo our Meetings in that way wherein we worſhip 
God, is according to his mind z for he hath opened our underſtandings by his 
Light, in which we ſee that your Worſhip is not grounded upon a true founda- 
tion 3 and he hath called us to Separation : and though ſeparated from your way, 
\t6 we truly worſhip God in his living Spirit, which is his own way and he 


ath calledus ſotodoy and :n obeying the Lord we do well, and nor evil: 


and therefore it 15 not what you may be perſwaded concerning us in this caſe, 
that makes us Evil-doers in the fight of God, neither are you to force us into 
your perſwaſion, or from our own, but to ſuppreſs every manifeft Evil, as be- 


fare 
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fore is mentioned, and nor to make a thing evil from a ſuppoſition according 
to your own per{waſions, and then to makea Law againſt ir to ſuppreſs ir, this 
is beſides your places, and doth not belong unto you: therefore if you will do 
that which properly belongs to your places, cut dowa the fin that abounds this 
day before your own eyes, and then you will anſwer the End of the Lawin 
Truth , for we defire that all in Power may be kept oar of this greatEvil of 
Per(ccution for Conſcience-[ake,or being in it,may be plucked forth through In- 
formation to their underſtandings, whichis the main End why we write after 
this manner for ifit wasnot in pitty unto ſuck as are herein concerned, we 
could be filent, and in patience lie down, knowing the determination of God 
concerning our Cauſe: And as for ſuch whoſe Reſolutions are to carry ir on 
to the height againſt us,unto ſuch I ſay, Let nor Enmity over-ſway Juſtice and 
Equity, and we are ready to make our Defence; bur if in Eamity you will 
proſecute contrary to Juſtice and Equity, then I ſay unto you in the Word iof 
the Lord God, That when you have. filled up your meaſuces, the diegs of 
your own Cup you muſt drink, yea, and drink them off, and none ſhall pitty 
you z for the Lord God is on our fide, and his freſh-Springs are our Con- 
folation, and from his Preſence you cannot baniſh us : chough you may be per- 
mitted to force ſome out of their Native Land, yet when you have done, they 
will be at home with che Lord, and in the Land of the Living poſſeſs unſpeak- 
able Joy ; therefore ler all your thoughts ceaſe concerning us, for we are of 
good courage in our Innocent Cauſe, and knowing rhat in this matcer we have 
not wronged any man, we can boldly appeal ro the Witneſs of God in all men, 
for Juſtice and Equity, and with him alone we leave our Cauſe, who is our 
Helper and Deliverer, in whom we truſt, the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, 
the Righteous Judge of all the Earth, whoſe living Spirit is our weapon, and 
his Salvation our walls and bulwarks. 


W, $, | 
The beginning of the 7th month, 1664. 
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THE 


Ravenous Beaſt 
DISCOVER E D, 


AND THE 


DEVOURER 


PURSUED. 
In a Short Account, truly tated of the unjuit Proceedings 


and Cruel dealings, by Dove Williamſon Prieſt of 


Elton in the County of Nottingham, againii W il- 
liam Claytor of the ſame T own. 


his Family, and to pay ſuch Rent as was due unto the Owner of 

the Farm, the Lord gave an increaſe to the labour of his hands, 

and bleſſed ir, and his corn and cartel increaſed, of which increaſe 
the ſaid Prieſt demanded a Tenth part, which he calls his Tythes, bur unto 
his demand the ſaid William could not conſent, knowing that it was the fruic 
of his own labour which God had increaſed unto him, and that the Prieſt had 
neither been at any charge nor taken any pains abour it 3 And being alſo con- 
vinced by the light of Chriſt in his owa conſcience, that both the Law and che 
Prieſt-hood was changed, under which Tythes were paid and received, and chat 
the Subſtance being come, all ſhadows are to ceaſe, and that the Goſpel is 
free, and to be preached freely, the ſaid Wiliam could not for conſcience 
ſake ſatisfie che Prieſt, to give him that part which he calls his Tythes. So 
the Prieſt ſent for a Sub-pen out of the Exchequer to cauſe the ſaid William 
to appear in that place in his own perſon, toanſwer what the Pricſt ſhould ob- 
je& againſt him, and the ſaid Willzam appeared to have anſwered in the Truth, 
bur his appearance would nor be taken without an Atcorny to appear for him, 
though he was commanded to appear in his own perſon upon pain of a great 
ſum of mony, and he having performed on his part what was required, and 
being there he was commanded to anſwer for himſelf, he had not freedom to 
employ another to do that which he was commanded todo himſelf, & was free 
to doit, and fox that end went near upon an hundred miles z But deceit not re- 
ceiving Truth, the ſaid Williem was ſent to the Fleer, (a priſon in Londen) 

an 


W's Claytor Deing a Farmer, painfully labouring to provide for 
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and was kept a priſoner for the ſpace of two years, during which time the Prieſt 
made ſpoil of his goods, and took and carried away his corn from off his 
ground by a cart load together from one land before it was ſet on the cock, 
ſo greedy was the the beaſt of his preyi, and the devourer to make ſpoil, 
neither regarding God nor man. Let the Scripture be ſearched, and this 
man tried in the ſpirit of Truth, and it will be plainly ſeen unto whom he 
is like, not likea Miniſter of Chriſt (who laboured with his own hands to: . 
make the Goſpel without charge) but like a greedy dumb dog that can never 
have enough, ſeeking to devour and deſtroy and murther the innocent ; 
and after all this is done, and that the ſaid William had been a Priſoner two 
years, the Prieſt procured a Habeas Corpus, and removed the. body of the 
ſaid William to the Common Pleas Bar,and there declared againſt him for 3$ 1, 
10 s. debr, when he had made ſpoil of his goods at his own pleaſure, and the 
ſaid Williamanſwered that he did not ow him any thing. So he was retur- 
ned into the priſon again, and did from that time continue a priſoner about a 


year and a quarter longer, and then the Prieſt proceeded againſt him at the 


Common Law,and brought down aTrial which was tried at the Aſfizes held at 
Nottingham in the year 1659.and thither the Prieſt brought a man whoſe name 
is Richard Horſe-poole, and he ſwore that the Prieſt was damnified for want of 
his Tythes tothe value of 7 /. So the Jury who was totry the matter, they gave 
unto the Prieſt 20 /, and there could be no witneſfle heard of the ſaid Williams 
part, though there were ſomeready to have given true evidence, who knew 
well the ſpoil of goods the Prieſt had made in raking and carrying them away. 
Then the Prieſt proceeded upon this unjuſt verdict, and was now minded for 
his prey, 'and two Baylifts came on the Prieſts behalf, whoſe names are 
George Miller and Robert Miller , who are Jike minded with the Prieſt to 
devour at once,and theſe two men'upon'the 14.day of the ninth month, r659, 
ſciſed upon the goods and chartels of the ſaid //;am, and took and drove a- 
way eighteen head of Cattel which the ſaid William valued truly to be worth 
threeſcore pounds, So.the Bayliffs procured one William Bartrum and Bryan 


Goodwin, William Oliver and Thomas Rick, who were ready to be like min- 


ded with them, and thefe men valued the goods fo taken by the Bayliffs to be 
worth but fix and twenty pounds, at which rate they paſſed, and the Bayliffs 
proceeded to make ſale of them, and ſold them ar Ale-houſes, and never 
came at any Market with them. And after they had thus finiſhed the miſ- 
chiefofcheir hearts as far as they were ſuffered, they brought 7 of the cattel 
back again when they had wronged them ſeyen or eight dayes, which the ſaid 
William valued to be worth eighteen pounds z So thar they kept eleven Car-. 
rel which were worth two and forty pounds. Let all who have the ſence of 
Gods feat in their hearts conſider this ſoberly, and weigh it coolly, and it 
will appear to be the Devils work from the beginning, for a man to be ſned 
ſor denying an unjuſt demand, and then caſt into priſon, becauſe he could nor 
anſwer deceit, and then kept a Priſoner three years and a quarter, and during 
chat rime the Prieſt ſpoiling his good, and then declares againſt him for eight 
and thirty pounds ten.ſhillings debr, and when it came to be proved, could nor 
prove any debt, buta man falſely ſwears to ſeven pound damimage for Tythes, 
and the Jury made that up twenty pounds for the Prieſt, and the Bayliffs made 
it up too and forty pounds : and thus is the innocene made a prey unto the teeth 
of the ungodly ; And both Prieſt, Judge, Jury, (wearer, lyar, Bayliffs and 
5T Praiſers' 
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Praiſers all devouring by conſent, and all like-minded in exe;cifing-cruelty, 
and all muſt veriſh together withour ſpeedy repentance, for a wicked and an un- 
godly generation you are, whom the Lord is ſpewing out, who delight your 
ſelves in committing ſuch filthy and horribly things as theſe are z what will ye 
do inthe end which 1s haſting upon you all, when the Lord will enquire after 
all your doings, and chat you muſt come before Him to give an account, what 
then will ye do, and where will you hide your ſelves to eſcape the wrath of 
Him who Judges in Truth and righteouſneſs 2 there will not be a hiding 
place found for.you, neither amongſt the Rocks nor under the moun- 
tains, but the terrible day of che Lord will come upon you; and the fierce 
wrath of the Lord will overtake you, and his indignation will take hold apon 
you, and a juſt recompence of reward will he give unto you, according to 
your deeds, and this is to you all from firſt to laſt who have aed thus 
cruelly without ſhewing mercy: You may here read what is brought forth 
by you, O ye Prieſts of Englandhere is your fruit, and by it are you known 
to be a Troop of Robbers, falle prophers and Deceivers; Wedo nat delight 
to lay open your filchineſſe, but that you may ſee your ſelves and be aſhamed, 
and for the ſake of the ſimple who are following of you and deceived by you, 
that they may come out from amongſt you, and eſcape the judgement that is 
comming upon you, And thou Prieſt Williamſon, there needs no proof be 
brought againſt thee,for thou haſt uncovered thy ſelf to thy ſhame for ever, 8& 
haſt made thy (elf manifeſt what thou arr,and the fruits brought forth by thee 
do witnefſle againſt thee that thou art not of Chriſts ſending, He ſends forth 
his as Lambs among Wolves, but thou act come forth a Wolf among Lambs, 
Therefore repent ofthe evil of thy doings, and reſtore that which thou haſt 
wrongfully cauſed to be taken away by violence, for the cry of the oppreſſed 
and the Family of the Innocent w1ll riſe up in judgement againſt thee, and the 
Judge of all the earth will do right uato thee, and repay thee according to 
what thou haſt done, and judgement without mercy will the Lord give 
unto thee, and heavy will his ſtroaks fall upon thee becauſe thou haſt ſhewed 
no mercy. | 
O ye Rulers of Eng/and who have now power in your hands to remove 
thoſe oppreſſions, and cake off theſe burdens which lie ſo heavily upon the 
innocent, the cry is exceeding great, put it not from you, nor do not neglect 
itany longer, but ſer your hearts to do the work of the Lord, and take off 
the yoke from the necks of his People, ind then will the Lord be with you, 
and his Arm will he make bare for you, and all your ememies ſhall fall before 
you, and none ſhall proſper that riſe up againſt you; Bur if you be double 
minded, and negle& the work of the Lord, and ſeck ro exalt your ſelves and 
fear the faces of men, the Lord will withdraw from you, and your enemies 
will prevail over you, and you will be rooted out as others have been before 
you, for curſed are all that do the work ofthe Lord negligently z Therefore 
with boldneſs ſhew your ſelves in the face of all your enemies, and ariſe in 
the Power of the Lord God, that your hands may be ſtrengthened to take off 
all theſe burthens which make the innocent _to groan under them, .and 
lec not. any thing ſtand that is contrary to the Truth of God, bur ftrike it all 
down, that all whoſe faces are $/o-wards may walk on their way rejoycing, 
being freed from all opprefſion, and by your Government defended from all 
injury and cruelty either to their Perſons or Eſtates, Thar fo the Foeſe of 
| | their 
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their tender Conſciences may not be bowed down, or any come into 
{ufferings for itz But all may, itgnd in their Frey ol Bing Lord, 


and thar none may. exerciſe: Lordſhip over themg Atl ſo all {in peace- 
ably affeted towards he Nation, all may Rand' ih their Ffeedom to. 
wards the Lord, and that no Law may ſtand & compell or force the 
render Conſcience of any 3 This is that which is your great work which 
in che uitegrity of your heart you are to perform unto the Lord withour 
delaying, and then will the Lord be on your fide and juſtifie you, and 
what then need you fear wha-riſes AD t0;cogdemn;-you' 3” 
let not your hearts be feeble ,,nor” your hat « k; _ you , faichfp! 
unto God, and in his ſtrength go on and proſper, 


che Lbrd will be with 
you, and ae will ſtand by you againſt all that ſhall oppoſe you, and give you 
the heads of all your enemies to Reign over, 


This is publiſhed for no other end but to manifeſt Truth and lay open deceit, 
that the Rulers of the Nutifn may ſet the Government, 61d what! ; 
and the Laws, and how they are execated, And that all cople may ee 
what a Miniſtry there is; and what their way "is, and-ho they are Ul» 
held and maintained, and in what cruelty they do compell it , that all 
theſe abominations may be rooted ,out from the earth, that ſuch a Govern. 
ment may be changed, and ſuch Laws diſannulled, and ſuch execution of 
them repealed , and ſuch a Miniſtry removed, that all ſe h\ ways may be 
altered, and ſuch a maintenance raced ont, never moreth be remem red, 
that ſo all cruelty, Tyrauny and oppreſſiop may ceaſe, and Truth and equity 
ſet up and exalted, that he alone may Reign over all who will nos grove his 
glory to another. ; i ot al | y 


ye! 
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A Free Flowing 


FATHER'S LOVE 
Heirs of the Kingdom, 


All that are ſeeking the Peace and Righte- 
| : -oulneſs of it, * 


E little Flock of the Heavenly Power, who are raiſed unto newneſs of 

Y Life by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, in whom ye 

- haveobtained Grace and Mercy with God the Father, and have the 

full aſſurance of Life eternal ſealed unto you by his holy Spirit, 

whereby ye feel all things added for your conſolation and rejoycing ; ſo that 

ourward Perſecution or Tribulation cannot ſeparate you from the Love of 

God which ye poſſeſs in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, butinhis Love you are ſo roo- 

red and grounded, and ſtedfaſtly ftayed and fixed, as that the Powers of dark- 

neſs cannot move or ſhake you to pluck you up, ye are the glorious Off-ſpring 

of Almighty God, and the thadow of his Power is over your branches for your 

preſervation, in which lye ye down in ſtilneſs and quietneſs, forthe Lord God 
worketh mightily for you. 

Dear Brethren, the deep ſence of that Endleſs Love which God-the Farher 
hath beſtowed upon us through Chriſt Jeſus, doth mightily abound in myheare 
towards you, and in all brotherly kindneſs I therein viſit you, as being a par- 
raker of the Afflitions and Sufferings which any of you endure this day , for I 
do aſſuredly believe that God is with you, and that his Love doth freely a- 
ago in you over the Aﬀliions chat do betide you,and in this Faith Iam com- 

ited, knowing that the Arm of the Lord is underneath you ro ſupport and 
ſuccour you 3 the ſence of which conſtrains me to viſit you with theſe lines, thar 

e may be ſtrengthened unto all long-ſuffering and patience with joyfulneſs, 
Folding forth the holy Teſtimony of Life in full aſſarance of Faith unto the 
end 7 for yowrere an unknownPÞPeople mn the hidden tife of the immortal Seed, 
and therefore it is*that you endure grief by aliens and ſtrangers, who are nor 
of the ſame houſhold of Faith with you 3 and'do not marvel why theſe things 


come 
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come to paſs, it being no more tl/an what he endured before you, who is the 


Captain of your Salvation 3 for had they known him, oy would not have 
crucified him , and you being born of his Life, ,you areas farout of the fight 
and knowledge of every ſtranger, as he was, who by wicked hands was'cruci- 
fied: and this is not a new thing which happeneth unto you, but is the ſame 
that he endured, who is leading you in his own footſteps, that ye may obtain 
the Inheritance with him: and this day is not come upon you unawares, that 
you ſhould be amazed atthe approach of it, or affrighred ac the terror in ic , for 
the Lord God hath been preparing you ſor it, and furniſhing you with ſtrength 
to ſtand with boldneſs in it, ſo that ye are as armed men well prepared for the 
batre], being filled with might by his Spirit in your inner man, and your backs 
are as ready for the Smiter as the Smiter is to {mite you, and you ſhrink not 
their blows though they be many and furious, but ſtand with the Helmet of 
Salvation over your heads, and feel your ſafery in the Arm of your Keeper 3 
for aſſuredly the mighty Lord God, who is the God of your Salvation, doth 
ariſe in his Power, and according to your AfMlitions fo doth he proportion 
his Strength for your Preſervationz and though the wicked be permitted co 
do ſomething of whar is in their hearts, yet God will reſtrain chem for ac- 
compliſhing their fury to the full, and they ſhall never be able to bring it ro 
paſs though they have decreed ity for when ſo much of their wrath is gone 
forth as ſhall turn tothe praiſe of God, then will he reſtrain the remainder, by 
pleading the Cauſe of his Choſen, and appearing in kis Power for the Deli- 
verance of Sioz, and all his enemies ſhall ſtand amazed and confounded within 
themſelves, for the day of trembling ſhall come upon all fleſh, and then ſhall 
your Glory ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of the Father, and many 
tha!l take hold on your skirts, with a defire to be called by your Name, and 
from that day ſhall 1ſ7ae/ poſſeſs their own Land in peace, and quietly fit un- 
der their own Vine and Fig tree, and none ſhall mak? them afraid, then will 
the Lord comfort you for the years wherein you have been afflicted, 
and for the dayes wherein you have ſeen adverſity : Therefore ye 
little Flock of the heavenly power, be not afraid nor terrified becauſe 
of your Adverſaries, for it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the King- 
dom, and though you endure many Tribulations, yer through the ſame you 
draw nearer the Inheritance z and you that endure Tribulations in patience, 
you have a good part in the Joy of the Kingdom, and herein is your Comfort 


 1n the midſt of Tribulation, feeling a poſſeſſion which the world cannor give, 


nor take away, in which ſtand ye ſtedfaſt without wavering, anc never look back 
again to fading things, bur ſtill preſs forward in the Drawings and Overcom- 
ings of the Heavenly Love, thawthe Eternal Life may wrap you up io it ſelf, 
and mould you into the nature of its 9wn being : for dear Lambs, I know the 
manifold temptations that may aſſault you in ſuch a day of tryal; 8 I alſo know 
the manifold Mercies of che Lord God to overcome them , and as ye cleave to 
the Lord, and reſign up all into his Will, the appearance of his Power will ſcat- 
cer Temptations and drive them away , but if you begin toliſten to the Enemy, 
and roenter into thoughts and reaſonings about the things of this life, then a 
Vail will cone over you, and weakneſs will ſeize upon you, and your dayes and 
nights will bz weariſom to you : therefore, my dear Friends, keep your Con- 


ſciences clear in the ſight-of God, that as the ſtreams of his living water hath 


Purgedout that which once did defile you, even ſo to keep your {elves unſpor- 
red of the world , for you are to give up allin the freeneſs of your minds, and 
che Lord loveth a chearful giver z and where all is given up in chearfulneſs, his 
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Love doth anſwer the Givers ſeven-fold into their. boſoms: for you give him 
nothing but his own, and why ſhould any murmur when he requires ic, or 
keep back any part when he calls for the whole £ O give all up freely and chear- 
fully, and his gifts will be enlarged unto yon more abundantly, and you will 
feel his rength to carry you in pure delightingsto do his Will, and to follow 
him whitherſover he goes, I know that many of you are in the true ſence of it, 
and have your Rejoycing in itz and though you endure great fight of AffliQti- 
ons, and gothrough Tryals and bard Tribulations, yet-you cannot ſay mach 
of them to glory in them, or any way ſeek to be eſteemed or ſer up by thein, 
but you ſecretly rejoyce jn God, whoſe Preſence you feel to be your ſtrength, 
and ſo return him the Glory in his own ſtrength, by which you are preſerved 
todo his Will: and I know there are many that cannot expreſs mach in words, 
that are freely given op to ſerve the Lord, whoſe Offerings in their breathings 
are acceptable with him z and I alſo know, that many are truly ſeeking the 
Peace and Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom, that yet are ſore beſet with divers 
remptations, and are not grown into that ſtrength as to be able ta reſiſt 
chem, but ſecretly cry unto the Lord that he would help them, and by his 
Power to ſever all from chem that letteth or hindereth from following of 
him, | 

O ye dear Brethren, who ſtand inthe ſtrength of the Eternal Power, be ye 
render over the weak and crying Babe, and help ir forward with an Arm of 
Loye; for there can be no more expected than there is ſtrength co perform, 
but as there isa willingneſs begotten, anda true ſeeking after the Peace and 
Righteouſneſs of the Kinggon, the willing mind is accepted according tg 
whac it hach, and God will encreaſe ſtrength to the willingneſs, and in dye 
time make it ableto perform : therefore ler the ſtrong bear with it as a gabe 
that is willing tothe utmoſt of its ſtrengthz and if through ics weakneſs it 
ſhould at any time fall, be ready to help it up again, leave it not behind you 
becauſe it is weak, but take it on with you though it walk flowly z for it is an 
Heir of the Kitrgdom, though many things yer lye in irs way and it want 
ſtrength co remove them and get over them, O condeſcend to itin bowels of 
tenderneſs, and if it flip, hold icup and heal irs and do not beat ir, but rake 
ic by the hand and lead it, until it havereceived ſtrength to walk with you thac 
are ſtrong z and ſo inthe Erernal Unity and Fellowſhip 6f the Kingdom you 
will be all knit together as one man, and truly ſerve one another 
in every Office of Love, which is good and well-pleaſing in cheGght of 
God, 

So all dear Friends every where, whether bond or free, feel your Unity in 
the Spirit and Bond of Peace, and then you that yet have your outward liberty 
will help to bear the burdens of your Brethren that are in Afflitions , for all 
that are in the Life they are in a ſenſible feeling of the Sufferings of the Bod Ys 
and it is unto them as their own in the Unity of the Spiritz for the Spitic gives 
the ſence ofthe Afflictions and Sufferings of Brethren, and alſo of their Joy 
and Conſolation , and here the true Love aboundech one towards an0ther, 
which the Waters cannot quench, nor the Floods drown: therefore as the 
Lord God hath choſen you to be a People to himſelf, ſo do you walk worthy 
of his kindneſs, and honour his Name and Truth in the bleſſe4 Unity of the 
Immortal Seed; formany eyes areupon you, and many that watch for evil and 
not for good, whoſe tongues are as ready to accuſe as their eyes are to watch, 
and there are alſo many that have a true love and fayqurintheir hearts towards 


you, 
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you, and a ſecretcry in them to be with you , and when the Cloud diffolveth 
which at preſent lies over them, they will run;.rherefore walk circumſpeals 
inthe Light, and preach to all in the Life, that you may be a ſweer favour 
unto Life in all, even as I know many of you are, in whom the Vitrugs of 
Life do (weetly abound, which is a ſure Teſtimony for:God inthe hearts 
of all peoplezand (o all feel the Springs of Life to your Refrethinent and Coin- 
fort; for the Lord hath great regard unto you, and his. Promiſe doth aflure 
a great Deliverance for you , for thus he hath ſpoken, Facgh ſhall not abw ys 
be in trouble, nor Sion in heavineſs ; for I will glorifie my Name in Sion; and 
Facob ſhall rejoyce : Therefore be of good comfort ye dear Children, and think 
not the time long, but /es Patience have its perfect work, and-in theliwi 
Faith and Hope ſtand ye ſtedfaſt, and anchor into the depths of God's Frorkd 
Love, (o will you be ſtayed upon him, and ſtrengthened by. him; /an& no 
wearineſs will come upon you, bur a freſh deli ing inthe Seed which! over 
all muſt reign, and as Heirs of the Kingdome itiherit your portion to the glory 
of the Father, where I dearly imbrace you,-and in pure Love and perfe& 
Peace ſalute you all, ry 418 
Your dear Brother in bonds, © 1. 477, g; 

The beginning of the 

7th, month, 1664. 
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QUERIES 
5 propoſed to the | : £ w_ I 
MINISTERS of ENGLAND, 


FOR THEM 


—_ 
—_ @—— 


Or any ofthem, to Anſwer ; that there may be under- 
ſtanding why Perſecution is fo violently Profecy- 
ted. 

QU ERY. r. 
Hether was not Man created Good,and whether had he not Powe rin. 
wW that ſtate over all creatures? and whether did be opprefs or afflic 
any creature by his power z or whether was not 6 
love, peace and unity together « FE eds CONE SeOMe , 

x. Whether did not the Fall'diſorder the Creation, and whether wad - 

che 


e Creation in 
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the, Serpent the cauſe bf it, and whether doth not the Serpent govern over 
all People inthe Fall; and whether any in tha ſtate be in a right capacity to 
govern others © | 

. 1 3+ Whether was not the Serpent the original of fin « and whether is not 
Perſecution, Sin 2: and whether did Cain well in killing his brother, and for 
whatcaufe did he kill him 2 

, 14. Whether is there nor a day of Reſtauration to be expected, and by 
whom is all things to be reſtored « and whether is that day paſt, preſent, or 
\'.1 5s 'Whethee 35 not the Serpents head to be broken in the day of Reſtaura- 
tion? and whether muſt not his Government fall when his head is broken, and 
whether is not that come whichis todo it 2 


11. Whetheris not Perſecution an Effe& of your Doctrine z and whether 
is your Do&trine ſound that produceth ſuch Effects ? 

12. Whether do not you promote the Perſecution that is, and whether 
| you nat}laid the greater part of that work upon others to eaſe your 
_ 1 | 
O7- Whether do you walk as Chriſt and his Apoſtles walked 2 and 
whether is not your practice of Perſecution contrary to their Practice and 
Dodrine ? 119 | 

14. Whether is not the Love of God manifeſt in Chriſt, and whether 
is- not. Chriſt the Light that makes it manifeſt * and whether is not the 
Love of God ſhed abroad in the hearts of all that believe in the Light, 
and whether is not the Light withix them when the Love is (hed abroad in their 
hearts? | | | 

15. Whether doth any Perſecution riſe from the Love of God, and whe- 
cher ſuch as knowitthed abroad in their hearts do walk in that way : 

_.16, Whether doth not Love endure all chingsz and whether are not ſuch 
in the Love of God that endure Perſecution, and whether are not ſuch in the 
Enmity that perſecute ? 

17. Whether is not the Do&rine of Chriſt to be believed and followed 2 
and whether ſuch as love their Enemies, and follow. Peace with all men, do 
not believe and follow his Doctrine ? 

'., 18. Whether are ap worthy to be perſecuted, that believe and follow 
Chriſt's Doarine, , or whether they are not worthy to be encouraged ? 

19. . Whether is your Faith and Doctrine the ſameas the Apoſtles was, and 
how may it be known 2 

HSCIST 20, Whe- 
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20. Whether doth your Prattice and Worſhip agree. with Chriſt and his 
Apoltles, or whether ir is not nearer the Popes Inventions £ | | 

21. Whether do you preach, pray and ſing in- the ſame Spirit as the Apo- 
ſtles did , or whether are you not apoſtdrized from it, and obſerving the Tra- 
ditions of men ? ND . | mm | 

22. Whether do you take Tythes from any Precept or Preſident of Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles ; and wherherare Tyrhes to be taken and paid for maintenance 
of a Goſpel-Miniſtry 2 Dh | 

23+ Whether do you ſprinkle Infants from any Precept or Preſident of 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or whether hath nor the Pope introduced it * 

24. Whether is the whole, or any part of your Praftice and Worſhip ac- 
cording to the plain Truth of Scripture 2 if it be, then prove it by the Scrip- 
tures but if you cannot, then it is not to be owned as Infallible, 

25. Whether is it Error in the ſight of God, co diſſent from your Practice 
and Worſhip3 ifirt be, then convince the Difſenters by ſound Doctrine, and 
maintain your practice in the Spirit of Love and Meekneſs, without Perſecu- 
tion and Violence. 

26. Whether is it Error for ſome to meet, beſides the Family, contrary tq 

our Lyturgie ? or, whether may not four ſo meet without tranſgreſſing the 
las Aa? if ſo, Then whether may not four hundred meet in the ſame 
Truth, ſeeing four are not concluded to be. in error * and whether doth the 
number make it an errot, or whether is it not the ſame Truth in many as in 
few 2 , | | 

27. Whether isnot that a trae Worſhip which'is performed to God in his 
Spirit, and whether ſuch a Worſhip may not be performed contrary to your 
Lyturey? and whether have you ever proved the Quakers Meetings to 
be Seditious Conventicles, and contrary to the true Worſhip in Spirits and 
whether is it reaſonable to perſecute for that you have never proved to be ir- 
regular? | 

©. Whether, Appearance only be a good ground to judge and conclude 
Error by z and whether Difſenters from you in appearance may not truly Wor- 
ſhip God, andifſo, then whether you do well to perſecute them 2 

29. Whether is a Peaceable Meeting a Seditious Conventicle,or what makes 
a Seditious Coxventicle ? and whether 15 not the lace AR wreſted, when exe- 
- Euted upon ſuch as meet peaceablys | fs 

30. Whether muſt not the Lamb and the Saints have the Yicory, and what 
muſt they have victory over; and whether muſt not the Lamb reign over all 
that war againſt him? and whether doth not Perſecution war againſt 
him? and whether ſuch as perſecute be not his enemies, that would nor 
my he ſhould reign, and whether muſt chey not be overcome and lain be- 

um ? | | 

31, Whether is it not the Lamb and his Followers that patiently endure 
Perſecution; and whether is not Pexſecution the Dragon's flood 2... _ . __ 

32. Whether is ir 4 work of Chriſtianity to baniſh People for meetipg 
peaceably, and no other thing proved againſt chem ? and whether is there any. 
Law in England that gives power ſo to do £ and whether is true Judgment 
executed by thofe that do it 2 


 33.Whether'is it not better to ſuffer Afitions with the People of God,than 

to enjoy the pleaſure of fin? and whether Pride, Rioting, and Drunkenneſs 
be'not fins and whether do not ſuch asenjoy thoſe pleaſives cauſe the-Peo- 
ple of God to ſuffer AﬀiQion e + 34. Whe- 
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34. Whether,is not Chriſt the Prince ? and whether is no 

che frvi of So and whether are pk pi his Spirj £4546 
his People for meeting peaceably, which is the fruit of his Spiel 

35. Whether is nor Perſecution expoſed ro termination, and whether ſuch 
as proſecute it be not expoſed to termination with it ? 

36, Wheither js not Love and Good will aſare mark of Chriſtianity £ and 
whether is not Envy and Cruelty a ſure mark of the contrary ? and whether 
is there Love and Good-will in Perſecution, and whether is the nature of 
Chriſtianity in ſuch a work ? ; by 

37. Whether is the Name of a Chriſtian a ſure Evidence of Salvation, and 
whether may not ſuch as have the Name and not the Nature, be liable to 
Condemnation ? 

38. Whether is Religion an outward thing, or whether is it contained in 
outward obſervations ? or whether doth it nor ſtand in the Principle of Life £ 
and whether is that Religion which ſtands in the Life co be denied, and they 
that live in it to be perſecuted 2 

39. Whether are not all outward things of a periſhing nature, and whether 
is a perithing nature a good foundation to lettle Religion upon £ or whether is 
not Chriſt che true and only Foundation * and whether that Religion that is 
ſerled upon him ought to be ſuppreſſed ! 

49. Whether-is not all Power in Heayen and Earth in Chriſt? and 
whether is not he the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of the Souls and whe- 
ther'is any King, Biſhop, or Judge, to limit his Power? or whether are nor 
all Powers to be ſubjeR ugto him, and in all things give him the Prehemi- 
nence * 


Theſe Hoerles are propoſed in meeknels and fear for you, or any of you to 
anſwer,for the hear of Perſecution is violent upon the Innocenr,& it is but a rea- 
ſonable thing rodemonſtrate your minds for the Nations fatisfaQion, & in plain- 
neſs make ir known wherefore ſuch things come to pals, & if you can make ir ap- 
pear that it is for any cauſe of evil that we are ſo afflited,cthen you will manifeſt 
ſomething to farisfa&ion z for it's believed you have very much provoked the 
reſent Authority unto it,and alſo promore the Execution of it; And though the 
Magiſtrates in doing of it give you eaſe,and ſo you keep your ſelves more cloſe 
from appearing in action, yer it is believed that you follow it with your ſtrength, 
and that by your ſtrength the Magiſtrates hand is both lifred up and pulled 
down : and if it be notſo, then clear your ſelves from ir, by endeavouring 
to reſtrainthe Evil of ir, that the backs of the Righteous may be ſmitren no 
more, and all that have their hands in that work may ſay, 1t is enough, leſt 
Judg ment fall mercileſs becauſe no mercy isſhewed- for is it a light thing ro 
drive Innocent People from their Peaceable Meetings with Armed men, and 
co thruſt them into Holes and Priſons, for no other cauſe but the exerciſe of 
their Conſciences towards God, and then to ſend them away, and baniſh them 
' into Remote: Countries, and (© tare and rend the Bowels of the Nation, and 
lay Families waſte, that are a good ſervice in their places'? O preach the 
doctrine of Love and Peace amongſt them, and let Pitty and Mercy overſway 
Cruelty, that God may divert his Vengeance which unto Cruelty belongeth, 
from which none can eſcape that perfiſt in perſecuting- the Innocent : There- 
fore you Biſhops and Miniſters conſider your places, and do not preach and 
be pro- 


2 
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- promote that which will draw down God's Vengeance, but preach and promote 


the Gaſpel of Peace and Salvation, ;that the noiſe of Cruelty and Peſecution 
may copſ.4g6 no more be heard in the Land, 

And all you Magiltrates 8 People hear what your Biſhops & Miniſters will 
anſwer, for this matcer is not to be carried on with/Clubs and Staves, theſe 
were the weapons of F«4as's Band 3 thats bur a bad Religioh that muſt be ſo 
upheld : therefore ſtay your hands, and let thoſe that are accounted Spiritual, 
ſtand forth in the Spirit of Meeknels , and if in that Spirir they will appear, 
we are ready in the ſame Spirit ro-make our defence, but we cannot uſe Clubs 
and Staves in it, for weapons are not carnal, and our Conſciences are tender 
towards God z therefore be you ſtill and quiet,and let them have time to con- 
fider and give their Anſwer z which if they do not, you may well forbear 
ſtanding in their defence, and alſo ſtay your hands from affliing or perſecu- 
ting us any further z for we have a good Cauſe, . and our patience and peace 
iSin itz and in the midſt ofour AMlitions that is our Joy and Crown of Rejoy- 
cing, Glory be unto the Lord God for ever, 


Fhe 12th of the 7th month, 1664. W. 5, 


———— 


I be Glory of ib 
New Covenant. 


Any and diversare the manifeſtations of the Love and grace of God, 
M whereinhe is willing to ſhew forth the Riches of his = in his. 


own kindneſs, and-from one degree to another he openeth himſelf 

according torhe good pleaſure of his will, and alſo accotding to the 
preparedneſs and fitneſs char the heart is in to receive him z for alchough it be 
in his pleaſure to manifeſt, and meaſure forth the Riches of his grace and loye 
unto a people, yet he doth not do is beyond their preſent capicity, in which he 
beholds them in a preparedneſs'and fitneſs to joyn unto him, and receive him, 
for he well knoweth and underſtandeth, chat there is a part in man which 
would abuſe his Gifts, if it cold compaſs them to'ir ſelf, and therefore he 
with-holdeth the manifeſtations of his love and grace from tharpart, and doth 
never anſwer it by manifeſting or meaſuring forth any thing of his loye unto it, 
for he hath determined'to famiſh chat part to death, that the true hunger of che 
true birth may openly breath unto him, and receive ſatisfaRion in him : for 
though thar part which is of the fleſh, may carch ar ſomething which unto the 
poor is manifeſted, yerit can never compals the gift it ſelf, for that is ever with- 
held from it, as being unworthy to be intruſted with ſuch an excellent Trea- 
ſure 5 and can never attain unto any higher degree of what is manifeſted from 
God unto the true birth, then to behold ic afar off; in which flohr'ir creares; 1 
likeneſs of whatit beholdeth, and transforms it ſelf, as if it was the ſame things 
and here many people fits underthe government ofa transformed Spirit, and 
doth believe x & they are come under thejr own Vine, and fits under their 
| own 
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own Fig-tree, and that = are ceaſed from their own labour, and are entered 
into their Reſt, and chis they cry up as the moſt excelleac glory that far ex- 
ceeds the glory of ſervice , and this is no other but the feſhly part thar is ſer 
down at eaſe under the government ofa trarisformed Spirit, under which the 
true Seed lies in bondage, and deep Caprivity, and ſuch have kepe back thar 
which they ſhould hath given to the Slaughter, and hath ſaved the worſer pate 
alive, and are (er down ateaſe in it, and ſo they have erred from that of God 
in them, by which he _ and fits the heart toreceive him in his own way, 
and the glory of their Reſt is but as a fading lower which to day is excellejic 
in its ſhew, and to morrow pafſeth away, and is nomore; and this is not the 
glory of the New and Everlafting Covenant, wherein the God of Love and 
Peace is all unto his Children : For a new Heart will I give them, (aith the 
Lord, and a new Spirit I will put into them, and I will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my people. Mark, Here the Lord prepares a new heart, and anew 
Spirit, which according to the preparedneſs and firneſs, is only incapacity 
to receive him in the manifeſtations of his Love, Grace, and Mercy z which 


being ceceived into that heart and Spirit which God prepareth, he then be- | 


comes their God that ſo Receives him, and they become his people in his own 
 Covenantg& this is the paſſage from Death to Life,when the Law hath had irs 
full force in the old heart co condema the fleſh, with all the motions of it; and 
ſoit is a miniſtration that is Glorious, though ic be a miniſtration of Con- 
demnation,foraſmuch as it makes way for the Riſing of the Seed in which there 
is a better hope z through which miniſtration all muſt paſs before they be pre- 


ared and fitted to receive the love and grace of God : For when the Law hath 


ad its full force upon the old Man, and bath condemned the firſt Adams fin- 


fal fleſh, then is the way prepared for the ſecond Adam to manifeſt his life in 


his quickning Spiricz and chere the new Birth comes to be born, which hath 
anew heart, and anew Spirit, and is in acapacity to receive the Love and 
Grace of God , and ſo Grace and Truth comes by Jeſus Chriſt, who fulfils che 
Law in every point, and cauſeth the adminiſtration of Condemnation to ceaſe, 
and brings inthe miniſtration of Righteouſneſs that far exceeds it in Glory, 
And here the New Covenanc comes into its place by the ReſurreQion of the 
Seed, and in the Seed the glory of ir doth far exceed the glory of the firſt 
Covenant ; and there the good thing is «ome, unto which the thaddow pointed, 
the Subſtance come, the Life come, the Everlaſting glory come, and a (ure 
Defence ſtretched over it» And this isthe Reſt that is Pure, and never was 
Pollutedz and who are entered into ir, they labour no more ia their own 
works, but are now Created in-Chrift Jeſus, who worketh all for them, and 
in his ſtrength they are able co do all things z for he hath quickned them in his 
life, and in his life they are zealous of good Works ;- and whoare come into 
this quickning power and life of Chriſt, chey are truly in-their Reſt, for their 
own works are all ceaſed, and they are ceaſed unto them, and yet they la- 
bour in the Holy Calling whereunto he calls them, for as hie gives them life, 
ſo in his life they have motion, and in the motion of his life, they do all things 


according to his Will: and-this is the Work: in the New Covenant Nor 
according to the Works of the Old, for then it was ſaid, Do this and Live: 


But now it is ſaid, Live, and do' whatſoever I command you; And'this is 
true loye manifeſted unto him,when that is done which is commanded by him; 
for. by the power and virtue of his Life received, there is ſtrength given to 
dothoſe thingy that are well pleaſing in-his ſightz and who are-come into 


this 


UM 
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chis Covenant of love and life,they are more aRive in doing what his pleaſtire 
isto have done, then when they were labouring and working in the weakneſs 
and unprofitableneſs of the Fleſh, and ſo the ploty of the New Covenant doth 
far exceed the glory of che Old, Foraſmuch as the Life is Riſen, and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof Revealed, which is the good thing unto which the firſt 
Covenant pointed z and it doth notdeſtroy any good works which God hath 
ordained, but quicknetk more into them, and maketh more zealous of them, 
and the new heart, and the new ſpirit is more fervent to ſerve the-Lord, being 
that life is come which quickneth in ſervice, and in which the ſervice is ac- 
cepted, And this is the birth that is Redeemed fromunder the Law, and the 
ſervice of it, to ſerve God in Newnels of Spirit under his Grace, in which it 
is approved and accepred , for as nofleſh living under the Law can be Juſti- 
Fed, ſo 0 Innocent Babe that is under Grace is condemned, but all its works 
and ſervices are reckoned for Righteouſneſs, and are Blefled. And here is 
the riches of grace, by which Redemption is perfe&ed, and who thall lay any 
thing to the charge of this Birch * Who ſhall ſay thou art to ceaſe from ſervice 
and labour, when the life hath quickned into ſervice, and requires labour in 
the work of the Goſpel £ Surely ſuch would not have the harveſt gathered, 
who would have the workmen ceaſe from their labour, they do not feel the 
weight of the harveſt in chat life which once ſail, The Harveſt is great, and 
the labourers are but few, pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, 
that he would ſend forth painful - labourers into his Haryeſt. Here 
was labour and ſervice to be done for thegathering of the harveſt, and ſurely ir 
is as great at this day as ever 3 they that feel the weight of itin che life, they 
cannot ſay to the true Labourers, your ſervice is over, and that your labor 
is in vain, and you are to ceaſe from it, Ohno, they pray that the Lord of 
the Harveſt would ſend forth more painful Labourers for the help and furthe- 
rance of theWorkz for it is 4 day wherein much ſervice hath been done forGod, 
and all the faithfull improves their diligence to ſerye the Lord,and one another, 
for they are inthe Love, and the Grace, and the Mercy, and therein they 
are ready and willing to ſerve the Seed in all, not by ſpeaking their own 
words,but in and by the word of the Lord , and this is the day of the Lord, and 
not the day of man, for the Lord is all in it, and his ſervants ſerve him, and 
their reward is with them, theſe drinks at the living ſprings, and out of their 
bellies flowes Rivers of living water z for as they are in Covenint with God, 
and partakers of his Divine nature, even ſo they communicate the virtue of it 
ro the refreſhing of the weary, and to the reviving of all the render plants, and 
herein their ſervice ſtands for God, and anſwers to the righteous life in every 
Conſcience, and they cannot ceaſe from their labour, being that God hath in- 
truſted them with the work of the Goſpel, and they dare nor do it negligently, 
much leſs throw it by careleſly, and they that would have it ſo, or can do ſo, 
did yet never know the neceſſity of that work laid upon them, but came forth 
ina forward (pirit which Judgment purſued in the feeling of which, they con- 
clude the ſame unto all, and where Judgement hath overtaken any in this place, 
and that they are ſenſible of their own haſt, it is (afe for ſuch to ceaſe from that 
labour, and co wait in humility for the riſing of the life, that they in the ſame 
may be diſpoſed to ſerve the Lord « for whoſoever hath ſtepped forth haſtily 
into this great work, they will aſſuredly feel Judgment to overtake them , 
for the living God is zealous of his glory, and will not giveit to another, for he 
is riſen in the Glory of his own Covenant, and his Life is revealed in Righte- 
ouſne(s, and many there be that are entered into it, and knows it to be their 
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Reſt; and thoughthey have attained the excellent glory of this moges life, 
by the virtue of it's Reſuxreion, and as to themſelves have reſt and peace 
in ic,, yet they are conſtreined to ſeek the good of others, and to labour in che 
life of their Reft, to bring others-to Reſt with them, for. the greater part of 
the work is yet behind, though much there be already. done, and therefore 
whilft ic is day, it is the time co work, that what is yet behind may be ſulfil- 
led, for ic is certainly believed,that the ſame power which did begin the work, 
will in due time accompliſh it, and in the mean time it proſpers tothe joy ofall 
thac faichfully labour in is, and this is the work of the New Covenant which 
iS glorious, and doth far exceed the glory of the work of the firſt Covenagc , 
for a5 much as the work of the firſt Covenant, was in the weakneſs and unpto- 
firableneſs of the fleſh, but the work ofthe New Covenant is in the power and 
life of the ſpirit, and fo the. ſervice of the New Covenant isa free ſervice 
through the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath broughe life and im- 
moxtality to light by the glorious Reſurrection of his beavenly power, under 
which the babes firs down as under a ſhade, and knows the Goveroment upon 
his ſhoulders, and he fills their habitacions with Joy, and everlaſting Peace 3 
and (othe true Vine is come, and the fitting down under it, is Known a- 
mong{t the heirs of life, who rejoyces together in the unity and peace that they 
have in him, and willingly ſerves the Lord, and one another in finglenets of 
hearc, and therefore every one is to watch in the light of the Covenant, thar 
none may loſe the guide of their youth,, for who loſes that, doth cenainly 
loſe their way, and never comes tothe purchaſed poſleſſion of the heavenly 
Inheritance that is in Chriſt Jeſus, bur ſatisfhie themſelves with ſome appre- 
henſions and applications of what they have beheld a far off, and ſo the guide 
being loſt, che way and the inhericance loſt,and then there is a fitting down in a 
Reſt apprehended,ſhort of the reſt that is purchaſedgand hete the fleth 1s art eaſe, 
and the will at liberty, through which che mind is toſſed, and the Righteous life 
heavily burdened. 

Now, who comes to wait in the light of the Covenant, with that to be gui- 
ded, they ſee their way and are preſerved g and (o the children walks toge- 
ther in the unicy and peace of the Covenaat, and the dread of the Lord is before 
them, and the Croſs is delightful tro them, and whatſoever they take up the 
Croſs unto, they have ſtrength givea to bear it in the patience, and ſo the firſt 
nature comes to be crucified, and life, and immortality comes to be raiſed, in 
which the glory of the New Covenant is Revealed and Exalred, and all that 
are born and brought forth in this life, they are truly prepared and fitted to re- 
ceive the love and grace of God, and he doth nor withhold any good thing 
from them , for as they are born of him, even ſo they live by him, and al- 
wayes depends upon him for the renewings of his Mercy, that they in the ſame 
may renew their ſtrength to follow him faithfully and innocently, in the way 
which heprepareth for them, and whatſoever they do, they do it in the Fa- 
thers Will, and ſeeks his'glory alone. Therefore all ye firſt-born of Gad, 
who are riſen from the dead, and have teceived the love and grace of the Fa- 
ther, and lives and abides in the Covenant of hisMercy, proclaim his mefſ»ge 
to the ends of the earth, ſeek the diſperſed, gather the ſcattered, raiſe up the 
dead, revive the hope of Iſrael, that the captives may rejoyce at your Voice, 
and the poor may be glad at your Meffage, keep in the heavenly authority of 
the life, and chenyou will. underſtand when the word of the Lord comes upon 
you, and when the meſſage of life riſes tu you, and when the Fountaine opens 
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toifſue ſorth it's virtug, then will the fxeſb ſtreams run thorggy, you, as watge 
from a ſpring, and all the thirſty ll draw near unco you znroueh the Legtgehs 
of that (avour. | "I8 (3 ut 'N 
Oh ye dear brethren in the Eyerlaſting Covenant, how. beguciful are yout 
feet that never turned aſide from the way of peace, but have faithfully follpw- 
ed the Lord inthe leadings,of bis life, and willingly ſerved hun .in finglenefs 
of your hearts, you ate well knaowan the Family ofthe Righteous, and you 
names cannot be rooted out z, all the Virguas are an love- wath.,you, and they 
cannor. be drawn frqm you, becauſe your innocency remazns, with ,yqu,. agd 
the heavenly wiſdom reſts upon you, in which your memory, ſtands for eyer, 
for from the beginning ye have faichfully labqured in che ,work of che Lord, 
and ye behold the fruit of your labour with joy and peace: Oh, the brothaxly 
kindneſs of my deareſt love is always with you, and in the ſame ſpirit. of Jife 
I travel even as you do, that Iſrael may be gathered and eſtabliſhed for ever.s 
and in this labour and trayail of the ſpirit, we have aſure ſeal thar God is wigh 
us, and that his power in us doth accompliſh his own work to, ys: own glary.: 
Therefore letall chat enters into this labour in this day, ſee] che. weight of it 
in chat life and power which is able,co carry it on, and proſper it unto a;full 
perfection z for aſſuredly it is a ſervice of which it may be fa id, Who is ſuthci, 
ent forit,or who is able to accompliſh ſuch a weighty wark.£ Aud I know as he 
weighty life is felt, it will keep allin the pure fear, and in a. deep conifers- 
rion of what any are called unto, and fo che life will;not be over-run.in. haſt, 
but will keep che ſorward part in the Croſs, and;by.it's power, . make it's own 
paſſage from the ſtreams of its vertue to run according to it's. pleaſure z and 
who keeps in the ſenſe and feeling of this living Minifratiog,jin themſelves, 
they will certainly gather the minds of others to be ſenſible of the ſame,. zo 
the feeling of it, and ſo a true birth will be begotten in the life, and born of 
the life, and nouriſhed with the life, and then the .unity will,be .held and,nor 
broken , for the liſe is the coard that bindeth up inyt's (elf, and placerh every 
Member in ir's Office, to ſerve one another in love ; therefore ler the weight 
of this ſervice be deeply conſidered by all who are called unto ſervice this day, 
and do rot preſume one above another, but rather prefer one another, for if 
the mind puff up in preſumption, the life is loſt, and then the words will not 
profit, though in themſelves they may.he trye ;, and there is the occaſion given 
whereby many offences riſes,and.thit is.not-the.ſervice of the New Covenant, 
nor doth not exalt the glory of ity, and what may be performed by ſuch a 
ſervice, it doth not further the work of God, but rather higders it, for ſome- 
thing of the fleſh willzbe ready.tp Doaſt and glory*in it, Which is not good : 
Soler all who have received a gift to Miniſter, and are-but young in the ex- 
erciſe of ir, be watchful in their Calling, that through diligence inthe life, they 
may perfectly underſtand the work ſer before.them,. and nor robe haſty in apy 
thing, bur according to the necefiity Jaid upon, them by the living power, Jo 
co anſwer the:Lord faithfully, and ſerve him with reverence and god! ſear, 
and then all occaſions of offence will be excluded and the life glone will be ex- 
alted, and that is the true ground of unity which never was divided, nor he- 
ver will; and there the more exceltene Mlory gf the New-Covenant cqmes.to 
be eſtabliſhed in the heavenly wiſdom, where all the babes rejoyce in unity, 
under the reigning power of the Lambs Authority. rage” "TRA IT 
And now ye dear children of the Kingdom, andheirs of Life,  dyell ar 

abide in that power which hath ns you, and made youalive roGod,' 
Bhs and 
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and there you will truly feel your” preferyation and ſaſety, * and as 
there ye fit, you will indeed ſavourthe "things that be of God, and thoſe 
that be of man, and you cannot reject the ſavour of that which proceed 
from the nature ofthe life where ye are ſet down, but will receive it into your 
habitations with gladneſs and fitgleneſs of heart, and be refreſhed and com- 
forted by che living vertue that ye ſavour in it, and therefore fir in the power 
of God, and feel thatto be your own, and that will hever ſcatter you intothe 
land of Famine, but will preſerve you, and keep you in the freſh ſence of the 
heavenly ſpring both in your ſelves and others, and unto this have all the faith- 
Full labouted to gather you, and itis nor another thing that hath been preach- 
ed amongſt you by the truth of the Goſpel, and therefore cleave unto itas your 
firſt love, and then the meſſage of truth in the life of cruch, will be as (weec 
nd favoury unto you as ever, and ſo the everlaſting ſpring of heavenly vertue 
and confolation will be kept open amongſt yoa, and the love and life, ef good 
will plentifully abound in you, and therein the freſhneſs of your love will be 
encreaſed unto God, and one to another, and hisbleffing will there fall upoa 
you, as ſhowers of moiſture upon the thirſty ground. '* | 

Therefore affemble your ſelves ye children, aſſemble in the power of the 
moſt high, and wait upon God in the dread of his power, ſo will his glory ce- 
ver you, and reſt npon you for ever. / 

Many Exhorrtations of this nature have been unto you from ſeveral bre- 
chren, and therefore no further neceſſity is layed upon me in this particular, 
then to ſtir up your pure minds by way of remembrance, thar ye cleave unto, 
and hold faſt chat which you have received of God, whoſe gift is Eternal 
life. Peace be with you, and amongſt you all for evermore, A- 
men; 
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To all the F aithful tn 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


z Retious and wel-beloved Lambs, and natural branches of the only Vine, 
P fruitful plants in the Heavenly Vineyard, babes born again of the Im- 
mortal Seed, who ſtands in the fear and councel of the Lord God, with 

a free Reſignation into his bleſſed will, following his leadings in ſin- 

cetity and truth ; ye are his Jewells whoſe amiable beauty adorns rhe Goſpel, 
and unto you his loye is very dear, and his eye is over you in much tenderneſs 
and choiceneſs, freely diſpenſing his \ piecions virtue to your refreſhment and 
comfort, whereby ye feel all things added for your ſapport and ſtrength in the 
great work whereunto he hath called you ſo that yeare daily ſupplied from 
the riches of an Everlaſting fountain that ſendeth relief in every "= 
wherein 
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wherein ye ſtand to ſerve the Lord z, for he hath made you neFto himſelf in 4 
rpetual covenant, and in the light hath ſet you apartro bear witneſs \gnto 

is power, life and truths and ye are raiſed as a cloud of witneſſes that coyets 
che Earth with brightneſs and glory, and your fairhtul Teſtimony that ye have 
received of God, and in which ye live urito God is a ſweet favour unto the 
life in all z for in your faithfulneſs, patience, and innocency you make way 
tothe Juſt which witneſſeth for you : And though your life be hated by 'thar 
Spirit which would not have it reign, and that ye ſuffer and endure great af- 
fiction by your oppreſlors, yet in your meek and innocent life you reach'Gods 
witneſs in them, by which they are many times ſmitten for what they do unto 
you , ſo that ye are manifeſt in their Conſciences, though they be from'that 
in themſelves, which makes you manifeſt, and in cruelty proceeds againſt you 


| from evil ro worſe, that (if poſſible) they might darken your Glory, and bring 


down your holy Teſtimony into obſcurity, and for that end they rake occaſion 
againſt you whom God hath choſen to follow his leadings z and you muſteirhet 
trangre(s the command of your Leader; and deny his Spiritual Worſhip, -ot 
be expoſed to the ſeverity of mercileſs men, and rendered Offenders by 
pretended Law, and this is determined agiinſt you, and done unto you, .be+ 
cauſe they know not him that hath raiſed you in your living Teſtimo- 


ny. _ | 
"Gur Oh, how do ggeſe things work together for good unto all that love 
God ; how doth it qUicken the true birth unto watchfulneſs and faithfulneſs ; 
how doth it enliven unto freeneſs and chearfulneſs ro dothe will of God;-and 
brings down rhe ſhowers of life unto all the ſingle and upright hearted : Ohimy 
dear friends theſe purpoſed and pradtiſed cruetties of Sions enemies doth mut 
advance her glory, and worketh good for all her Children though wickedh 
intended againſt them , for, thereby our faith is tried and:ſtrengthened; 
our peace -increaſed and multiplied, and in 'the hour we are preſerved; 
'Ohdear Lambs, beye ftrong inthe Lord, for you are not forſaken though 
you may b2.caſt down; you are not extinguifhed as tow;_though inthe fire yoh 
be tried , but with mercy you arecompaſled inthe Salvation of God, atid this 
he worketh for you-who is Eord of all, chat hath all power in his rand, and'i9 
his power ruleth over darkgeſs, and enmity, and preſerveth. Sion inthe midſt 
of her troubles ,- for the Remembrance of Sion is alwayes with him, yea ir the 
very time when ſhe fits in the duſt bewailing z therefore let-the Babes r&joyte; 
and the plant be fruitful; ler the weak put on ſtrength, and the mouriier be 
comforted, for of a truth God is with us, and he will nor hold them guiltlefs 
that any way oppreſs us: So'be nor. diſcograged thou innocene/birth, bur kee 
cloſe to thy God, and truſt in him who hath raiſed chee, andletnot chy*Blirh 
fail within thee, then. thou wilt:gocomforcably in thy Holy: Teſtimony; and 
rejoyce over or all that would y_ che truttsin thee, forthe Lord\God is 
aſluredly, with chee in all thou ſuffers for him, andin alt he calls xhee atto; his 
arme ſuſtaines thee, and though he permit darkneſs fora.timet&try thee, yet 


his love and goodwill isto thee, and his pleafure and d tis-in theey-and 


thou haſt. had experience of his favour towards thee, aid 'knows how: chwh 
haſt been: ſuccoured in thy adyerfity, and wonderfully delivered our of 'vhy 
Captivity. - Oh therefore keepthy-eye to him that hath never failed cheeghdr 
never will fail thee as thou abides in; his councel,. let nor the. world''thtice 
thee, nor flatteries prevaile with thee, nor fears diſmay thee, but follow thy 
God who is greater then all, ſo will his hand on from being _ 
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ed out, and tigh thou may be in the Furnace of aMiion, and may feel it 

and tedious to endure, yer fromthence he will take chee, and as well re- 
fined Gold will bring thee forth to his praiſe for ever, 

So all dear Friends every where wait in that which makes you ſenſible of 
your own conditions, that you may feel Chriſt to be your life and hope of 
glary, your helper, preſerver and deliverer z ſo you will be ſtayed with a ſure 
anchor ina troubleſome time, and will feel the ſpringings of life to revive the 
hope of 1ſrael, and then your Faith will not be driven to Shipwrack though 
ſtorms be high and violent, bur will be preſerved and ſtrengthened unto a far- 
ther growth in the power which raiſes the ſeed, and this is reſtified inche pow- 
er that ye may have ſtrong conſolacions in the midſt of your AfMlition, and 
in your teſtimony all glory is given to the power as moſt worthy * Oh, a ſtay- 
ed-minde in the power is exceeding pretious, for there the Birth lives in that 
which is eternal, and feeds upon the virtue in which it delighteth, and in ſtay- 
edneſs, ſtillneſs and quietneſs, the heavenly glory reſts upon ic, and ſo there 
isa Jiying ſenſibleneſs of the deep love and life of God, in which ye abiding, 
ye-will attain unto wiſdom and underſtanding inthe ſeed, and feel the Image 
of God in you reſtored again, and ſo come tos lye down in Chriſt Jeſus your 
reſt and peace. 

And now dearly beloved Friends, be ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and hope to the 
end, for the end will manifeſt all chings, and as ye abigg in che patience you 
willovercome z and as you keep the Faith you will ab@ine victory, and the 
Crown will be yours. 
;Dear and render hearts, you may read the: dearnefs of my love in the lines 
of Life, where I lye down with you in the bond of peace, beſeeching you all ro 
have feryent loye amongſt your ſelves, and keep yaur eye ſingle one over ano- 
ther, andentertain no exceptions one againſt another, for there is a watching 


eyethat is not ſingle, and that will take occaſion to make a fault where there 


is-none, and then will be exceptions, and raiſe a whiſper to accuſe, but che 
true bitch that lives in the true love, it covers faults. as. they ha chrough 
weakneſs, and reſtores again inthe Spirit of meekneſs, and fo in the power that 
giveth life unto ics Teſtimony, it judgeth pfeſumprious pride and arrogancy, 
and-covereth faulcs that mw  pomaey through weakneſs or infirmity,and reſtores 
that again which mourneth becauſe it hath offended ; and ſo it reacherh to its 
owa.in tenderneſs, aud condeſcends to the loweſ? that travailes after Righte- 
ogſneſs, but unvaileth all feigned ſubtilty that would exalr ic ſelfover the Roy- 
al innocency, for the light diſcovereth and unvailech the myſtery of Iniquity, 
andjudgeth Infallibly,and-none by wit or reaſon can either adde nnto it,or dimi- 
niſh from it: therefore all dear Friends, live-in that which keeperh the minde 
low inche fear,and:counſel of the Lora Godzthart in wiſdom and underſtanding 
ye.nfay bave clear diſcerning, and fo in ſound judgemene reach to the oppreſſed 
with.mercy, that ye may break down the nature of the. Oppreſſour,: and re- 
ſtoreand heal > awF Birth that is ready to confe(s'and forſake that which 
through weakaeſs hath been done amiſs, and here ye will have the Soveraigne 
batme:that healeththe wound ſafely, and- not fleightily, and fo you will be a 
comfort one to-another, even as ye are ſenfible thar the Lord:comforts'you, in 
which work the Almighty God confirm and: ſtrengthen you all to the glory of 
' his Power, Life and Wiſdom for Evermore: | 
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AN 


Epiſtle & Exhortation 


to Watchfulneſs in the 


TRUTH. 


Ear Friends and Well-beloved in the Lord, unto whom my Spirir 
D wiſheth peace .and proſperity for Ever z that as the Lord hath made 
himſelf manifeſt unto you, Even ſoro- love him and abide with him, 

and there you will find ſafety and preſervation inall danger, and you 

will not Eaſily be moved or ſhaken as tothe rruth which ye have eceived, but 
will ſtand firm and ſure as upon a Rock, for ye that are come into. the Faith of 
the Son of God, you cannot eafily goe from him, or part with, him, for you 
Remember the time when you wanted him,and the dayes aad nights of mourn- 
ing becauſe you could not finde him, and now thar.he Fark manifeſted himſelf 
unco you in his Light, and that ye have found him, and Received him,. can 
you leave him, and forſake him to Imbrace the world again, -or can you Run 
afcer any airy Spirit into an airy Kingdome, oh no, the true buchcryes,My be- 
loved is mine and I am bis, with ſore travel I haye found him, 4 diligent 
W atchfulne(s I will wait co keep with him,for he is the chiefeſt of cen thouſand, 
and his love is better then wine, and ſo you come to fic under his wings and 
under his ſhadow, and in his preſence have fulgeſs of joy» and this is your (a- 
tisfaCtion, peace and conſolation,and ye cannot ge from that to: Joyne withthe 
the enemies temptation, for ye know in whom you believe, by whom:you 
are preſerved and in himall live,Even in Chtiſt Jeſus, who is the Life and Sub- 


ſtanice,: 
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ſtance, and ſoin him you will be Solid and weighty, and Savory and ſound in 
Spiricand minde, and there ye will honour-the truth-in.a clear and living ceſti- 
mony to Gods glory, therefore keep your eye to the watch , that as ye have re- 
ceived Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, you may walk in him, and abide with him, for 
where any ſufferech iaſs they negle& the watch, but as you watch in the lighr, 
you will not onely ſee your Enemy but receive power toRefiſt him,:and in 
duetime to overcome bimy and ſeeing the Enemy takes all advantages to work 
his work, how then ſhould every one ſeek after their ſafety and Security and 
ſtands inreadineſs to refiſt their Enemy, And how are all concerned to have 
the ſame care one over another inlove and tenderneſs of ſpirit, for:iti$ a work 
well pleaſing unto God, and they are of good teport, who are found init, and 
their memory is bleſſed for evergand how this care hath been manifeſted in time 
of danger itis witneſſed by ſuch as are preſerved, for how hath the Enemy en- 
deavored not onely to enſnare with the world, bur to reign above the ſeed in 
tis airy Kingdomgand how hath ſome been afteQed with 1s work as having a fair 
likeneſs in a ſhew of Higher diſcoveries, and how hath the careof brethren 
been manifeſted in this hour of temprar:an,for in the firſt appearance or break- 
ing ſorth, it dalized the Eyes of many, and they did nor well know whether ic 
was day 0: night ? or what the Lord would doe in ſuch a ſudden change or al- 
teration, and then was the travall of Brethren very great, as having much care 
oftyq bad; and their t itnpny they Fiithfully -publiſhed, and the Lord hach 

mightily unto preſervarfonreftoring, and though ſorhe in their own 


nS 


wiſdom may ſtil! pleaſe themſelves in that Kingdome, and notwithſtanding the | 


Lord hath io preſerved, and reſtored, and given dominion over the hour of 
this temptation, and thatatie wbrk whichby the ſame was intended is by the 
power of God prevented, and the crue miniſtry ſtandeth, and the erue worſhip 
ſtanderh, andgrugunity ſtandeth, andthe: holy Seed reignerh, yet it is need- 
full for all to bg watchful, leſt the ſame ſpirit riſe againin another likeneſs or 
form, for whgre he bath been bruiſed agd foyled he will not ſo readily pur up 
his head in that likeneſs again, but rather form ſome other; and if the watch be 
not kept, theſame affections maybe taken again as before: for the wrong 
that ahy ſuffer in things of this nature is by the ſtrength of natural affeftions. in 
which'the enemy can exercife his Subtilty to deceive, and where the affetti- 
ons are let arliberty, they will be catching at every new preſentation, not re- 
Sarding the ground from whence they came, and ſeeing that the power of the 
Lord God hath bruiſed him in this appearance, even ſo to watch in the power, 
and keep him down with: all his formed likenefles, and there ye will witneſs 
the/conquering power and overcoming power of God, and the preſervation 
atid deliverance by it. Oh the power of the Lord which conquersand over- 
comes the enemy, it isa thing which is beyond expreſſion, and yet may have 
#ſervice 'through what is expreſſed, for thereby weak hands may be ftreng- 
thened, and feeble knees confirmed, 8 the poor and needy encouraged to follow 
che Lord, and keep the faith withont wavering, and ſo inthe power there is a 
#G6htip forward, anda growth in grace and Godlineſs ;' there loye and peace and 
unſry aboundetrh in the true ſeed, and the ſeed goes over rhe Serpents head arid 
brakes it; and qverthrowes his power and ſtrength and anthority, and ſo thie 
ttueſeed comes above him,” and the birth of God rejoyces over him. And ſo 
all friends minde your growthin the mo and virtue of God, and keep your 
teſtimony in his life and wiſdome, and your pigment in a clear diſcerning,and 
tetyour loveand reſpect be unto ſuch as faithfully labours in the word: and 
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Dodtrine; and give no heed ro that Spiric whiclt would perſwade you to dif 
reſpect brethren, for though the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chrift-is-nor held in 
reſpect of perſons,as to ſay tothe Rich,Sir thou hear above; and to the Poor; 
Sit thou there at my footſtool, Yer who be inthe faith of our Lord JeſusChriſt; 
they are taught to reſpect every perſon who be in the ſame Faith, for how-can 
any love one another according to Chriſts command, if they diſreſpect 
their perſons? for love and reſpe& are mutually joyned, but 'fome 
makes a noiſe about men and perſons, and would haye people ceaſe 
from man, and not reſpect perſons, and ſo would cunningly overthrow 
love and reſpe&t amongſt friends: and where the Enemy ers up this 
doarine, he brings in envy in ſtead of love, and hatred in ſtead of reſpe&t, and 
they that receive this doctrine into their belief, they ſoon go out from the 
Saints fellowſhip: for God hath cloathed ſome with his wiſdom. and with 
er from on high hath endued them, and in body, ſoul and Spirit hath 
nified chem, and ſo as Sanified men he calls them to labour in his work, 
and commirs the word of Reconciliation to them, and Intrufts the Goſpel of 
peace with them , and they that ceaſe from ſuch men and diſreſpe& ſuch men; 
they ceaſe from the power of God,and diſreſpe&t the power of God, foraſmuch 
as the power of God ſpeaks in and by them: and fo he hath ſet ſome in the 
Charch+who hath authority in his power and wiſdome to order and Edifie 
it: and thisis a work beyond gathering and convincing, and who are come 
inco the unity of the faith, and to the knowledge of the Son of God, and 
to the meaſure of the ſtature of the ſulne(s of Chriſt, they dare not diſreſpe&t 
his Apoſtles and Miniſters,but hath unity with them in thete work, & Rejoyces 
in cheir labour z and therefore beware of ſuch, who wreſtech Scripture from 
its own [ntentzon according to the mind of the Spirit, and let your love and 
reſpe& be Enlarged one towatds. another 3 and ler your words be few and 
ſavory, and in the Light walk reſerveqly,retiredly; for where words guſherh 
forth like water from a ſpout, the Tongue is not commanded with the bridle, 
and (0 is unruly and at liberty to ſpeak in the abundance of ſuperfluityg and 
ſuch diſcourſes may rickle the mindes of ſome hearers, and cauſe them to ad- 
mire, bur as to Edification there is no Savour in them z and all hold your unity 
and fellowſhip ia the light and power of God. and watch over the natural 
affections which are Inorcinate, that ſo in the ſeed you may be kindly af- 
fectionared one to another, and in the ſeed feel your refreſhings together inthe 
manifeſtations of your unity, For the inordinate affections only ftirrerh 
up the Inordinate part, and thereby begetteth the affeRions in others by 
ics Inordinate manifeſtations and though in manifeſtation it carries a great 
ſhew of love, yea, ſeemingly more then what kindly affeRionated friends 
do manifeſt, yet ir reacheth no further by its ear” Frarun then only the 
natural aff<&tions, but unfeigned love reacheth the ſeed, and in the unity 
of the ſeed friends are refreſhed one in another. And dear friends, as con- 
cerning the preſent rimes ; be not ye troubled, bur keep cloſe to the Lord, and 
caſt your care upon him, and live with him, and ſo the times will dot con- 
cern you, neither will you concern your ſelves with the times, buc mind that 
which concerns your peace out of the times; for though you may ſee diſtreſs 
and calamity depending as to the nation, yet you are not to concern your 
ſelves in it, bur toſtand ſtill and eye the Lord, which I am fully perſwaded 
many of you do, and they that do not ſo,they create their own perplexity in the 
multitude of their own thoughts : therefore all keep in the faith and in the love 
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of God and his truth, and follow peace and purſue it, and then you will be 
ready toreceive what God permitreth in true contentment, and fo be ſtil] and 
quiet and feel Gods peace and bleſſing, and there lie down and truſt the Lord 
with all you have; and then if Nation Riſe againſt Nation, and Kingdom a- 
gainſt Kingdom, and that there be wars or famine or peſtilence, you are not 
troubled nor diſquieted as other people whom fears Surprizeth, but reſt in 
your Inward poſlefſion, and feel Gods peace and bleſſing, for when calamity 
comes upon a nation or Kingdom becauſe of Sin and iniquity therein, it ſur- 

riſes the finner with fear, becauſe they are guilty, and they are ready to rake 

old one of another, and yet dare not truſt one another, ſuch is their fear on 
every (ide, and if they fall in the Calamity they fall in cheir iniquity, and (6 
falls in miſery z but ſuch as fears the Lord, they lye down in peace, thoogh in 
the ſame common calamity they be taken away, and therefore it is with me to 
ſay unto you as it was ſayed in times paſt, Fear not lirtle flock, for it is your fa- 
thers good pleaſure to give you a Kingdom, and ler chis be your full ſarif- 
faction, for God hath provided better things for you then what is here 
below, yea, he hath provided a Kingdom, and it is his good pleaſure to give 
it you, and fo your portion and inheritance is above, and your riches above, 
and your treaſure above, and there let your hearrs be, and let no man 
entice you with high words or argumeats concerning the truth, for that will 
onely make you notionall, but keep low in Gods fear and power, and walk 
in the plain path, and there the Lord will meet you, and ſpeak comfortably 
to you, and with his preſence will refreſh you, and that is the moſt deſirable 
thing, and ſo inall things be watchfull with diligence, that as you have E- 
ſcaped dangers paſt, even ſo ye may be kept frem dangers to come, and then 
ys will finiſh a clear teſtimony t9 Gods glory, and receive Ecernal life as 

our reward, and the Everlaſting God of power be with you, in whoſe 
| en my Spiric Salutes you and reſts with you. Pinally my bretaren, Fare ye 
well, 


Nottingham the firit day W. 8, 
of the 5 th. month 1667. 
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Duty unto GOD. | 


Ti wherein man's principally concerned is, To mind his duty antoGod, 


becauſe in his duty he comes to attain the knowledge of Salyation, 

and to feel the remiſſion of his Sin, for except there be obedience pi- 

ven unto God as a duty belonging unto him, there cannot b2 a ſenſible 
feeling of Salvation, or the pardon and remiffton of Sin, therefore as the Lord 
God manifeſts his Love'in his Light, (6 the Light is to be minded and obeyed, 
and that is the duty of man as unto God, for rhe Light doth. not work unto 
Salvation but as it is obeyed in its manifeſtation, and as obedience ts all peoples 
duty unto God, ſo they are to thind tMicir-duty it anſwering what God re- 
quireth, and that will bring them into a ſence and feeling of what God is untg 
them in his Love, Grace and Mercy, whereby they may come to know what 
they are in themielves, and what they are in Chriſt thar l8y&s iem, and fo 
be Ld into love with Chriſt above all things, and to be watchfull in the 
Light that nothing draw away their minds from their duty, through which they 
feel the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus z and herein people comes to enjoy that a- 
gain which by diſobedience was loſt, for by diſobedience man loſt the good, * 
and fell into the Evil, and fo the (in entered, and death by Sing and death is 
gone over all men, for that all have Sinned; and by Sin all are ſeparated from 
Go, and in that ſtate there is none partakers of his love,grace and mercy, bur 
are under his Judgment becauſe they fin againſt him : and as this is the ſtare 
of all people that be in the Fall, and as it came upon them by diſobedience, 
ſo itis acedfull chat all mind to obey that which man fel] from and loſt by 
diſobedience, and by which the fin entered that Separateth from God, that 
by obedience unto the light, the Salvation of Goa may be revealed, and 
the fin done away andremitted, for through obedience the power work- 
eth unto Redemprion and Salvation, and ſo gathereth, and bringerh again to 
the Enjoyment of thar which by diſobedience was Joſt : and where this duty is 
not felr as an abſolute neceſſity, there is not a regarding to 3nſwer the manifefta. 
tion, bur a continuing in fin which makes the (ſeparation, and this is the miſe- 
rable ſtate, where the Immortal Soul is oppreſſed and pained, as being under 
the weight of ſin, and ſeparated from God, and they that live in that ſtate, 
they n<ither regard the love of God, nor their own Souls; therefore all are 
ro mindtheir duty unto God, and to obey the manifeſtation of his light, in 
the ſincerity of their hearts, that (o they may come to know the work of the 
power for their Redemption and Salyation, and to belieye in the poyer as 
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that alone, which is able to take away the Sin, that ſeparateth from God, and 
to remove the weights that oppreſſeth the Immortal Soul, and ſo come to be 
reconciled unto God, and to have peace with him , for it is not only ſufficient 
to be convinced by the light, of what is Sin, but to obey the light which gon- 
vinceth, and ſo to be redeemed and ſaved, neither s ic only ſufficient to obey 
in ſomthings, but to obey in all things, and ſo come to know that birth, to be 
born, which finneth not , for the birth of the fleſh doth always commir fin, bue 
the birth born of God finneth not; the ſeed remaineth in it, and it cannot ſin, 
becauſe itis born of God , and though che birth of the fleſh, may a@ in the 
ſame manner, according to appearance, as doth the birth of God, and ſo have 
a ſhew of godlineſsz yerall its aRtings is fin, and the burden of the Immortal 
Soul, agd che light, is ro be minded, which gives to diſcern the'groynd from 
which all Sprin}s, and the End unto which all tendeth z for the birth of fleſh 
appeareth but in a feigned counterfeit godlineſs, which puffs up the mind in 
Pride, above the witneſs, and ſofinis committed, by whatſoever that birth 
aceth, 'foraſmuch as fleſh is the ground of it, and the affeQion and luſts are (a- 
tisfied with it z but the birth born of God doth not commit fin, becauſe the 
Seed remainethin it, and the Seed aceth in Righteouſneſs and true holineſs 
accarding to its nature, and that is godlinels in the ground, and the end of irs 
ating tendeth only to Gods Glory, and ſo it is Humble,and Meek,and Gentle, 
and Peaceable, and full of Love, according to the will of the Father z andie 
uſes the things of this life, in their place and ſervice, and is withour coverouſ- 
neſs: and thisis the Birth that finmeth nor, bur pleaſeth God in al] irs aQtings, 
and it is the heir of the Kingdom, and Life withour End, 


the 12th. of 10th. W. 8. 
month 1668. 
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Reader, 


| 'F Here Knowledge is heaped up 'concerning Trith, and the Trath not 
\ V obeyed and prattiſed, it makes the World like 4 Wilderneſs, or the. 
height of Babel: for all People are out of order that dd not obey and. 
praGiſe Truth : And by how much their Knowledge js large, eV, 3 (6. 
much the moye Confuſion aboundeth\, becauſe that Knowledge puffeth ap the. fl +. 
ly mind with falſe notions and concluſions, and whatſoever Wor ſhip is Po up from, 
ach 4 knowledge, it only receiveth Life from the Power of Tempbral Laws, and 
all ſach War ſhips either live or dye as the Law favours them, or is againſt them ; 
and ſuch things are gotten up among the apoſiatized Chriſtians , who are gone 
from the Spirit ard Power of God: Andſs Biſhops, Paſtors, Yicars, Curates 
and People do erre and goaſtray from his ways like loſt Sheep, as they confeſs. 
And what is to be expetted in ſuch a Worſhip, where the $pirit and Power of God 
is wanting f And what is to be expected from ſuch Biſhops, Paſtors, Vicars 
and Curats, 4s eire and go aſtray from his ways like loſt ſheep? Do not ſuch 
erre andgo aſtray as walk in their ways, who walk not in the way of God « And 
notwithſtanding there is a confeſſion of erring and going aſtray, yer People are 
driven forward in ſuch ways by the force of Temporal Laws, and ſo Pevple myſt 
either erre and goaltray, or come under the puniſhment of ſuch Laws, Now let 
the wiſe and moderate Readey conſider, whither ſuclf are going, as erre and g0 
aſtray fromthe way of God 2 are they not going to the Chambers of Death and 
Deſtruction ? And is there any cauſe why People ſhould be forced, by T empordl 
Laws, to walk in that way ? Oh zhat it might be ſeriouſly laid to beart ! for ſuch 
as erre and go aſtray like loſt ſheep, have more need to forſake their wayes, than 
to compel others to walk with them ;, for Chriſt hath ſheep that hear his voice, 
and follow him ; and thoſe ſheep do not erre and-go aſtray from his ways, but 
feed in his Paſture, and reſt under his Shadow, and he ſaves them from the 
Wolf and Beaſts of Prey. Andall ſuch as confeſs theyerre and 20 aſtray from 
his ways, they mu#t turn unto him and follow him who is the Light of the 
World, and Way tothe Father ; and then they will not erre and go aſtray 
like loſt Sheep, but be gathered into the Fold, andinto the Paſtures, and there 
es neither Bilhop, Paſtor, Vicar or Curate that can come into this ſtate, but as 
they come to the Light with which Chriſt Feſus enlightens them; for who be from 
the Light, are in Darkneſs, and that is the cauſe why they erre and go aſtray like 
loſt Sheep. Andcan any be true Wor ſhippers of God, whileſt they erre and go 
aſtray from his wayes? And #s not God wor ſhipped in his own way ? And yet (uch 
as confeſs they erre from his wayes, would force others to worſhip with them 3 
but ſuch are ſeen in the Light, and their end is manifeſt, and many are deli- 
vered out of ſuch ways, and gathered into the way of God, and ſo hris known ie 
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be 4 Spirit, and worſhipped in the Spirit and in the Trath, which is his own way , 
for his Spirit doth not lead aftray from his ways, and the) that have received his 
Spirit and live in it, they live in the Truth, and they that be in the Spirit, Life 
and Power, the outward Law can neither give Life, nor bring Death upon 
their Worſhip, becauſe it Rangeth in, the Subftance which endures for 


ever, 
$SoReade 


he thou myndfel to obgy the Light with which Chrift Feſugenkightens 
thee, and : "ST yh 


4 will keepthee frodf goigg altrayhke a1oſt (heep z for 444 which 
goeth afiray}s « wanderer from t - t, which is the Giude in the way-of God, 
4nd they that erre and go altray are following and worſbipping the Beaſt and 
falſe Prophet, whoſe habitation is full of Perſecution, by which the Saints, and 
bouſbold of Faith are afflitted : But now the Lamb fus in Judgment, and the 
peofhs and the Whore, and the Falſe, Rropbes. are. judged, and. their Higſq will 
fal over their beads, and thoſe that ſit, mub them, andibey.will feel the byrdgn 

their houſe upon them , ang there will be none 19 take the burden off * Therefore 
7 thou art th, t readeft, mind that with mhich giveth Underſtanding, that 


the Mere and. Falſe Prophet z, for of a Truth, the Lamb. and the Saints muſt 
bave the Vidtory. 


W. 5. 


thos miyeſt be a follower and wor [hipper of the Lamb, and not of the Beait, and' 
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UNTO ALL ; us 


Eccleltaſtical Courts 


4 


OFFICERS. 


Wherein they: may ſee. wha Truth» objeRerh _ 
painſt their PraQice and Proceedings in Caſes of 
Conſcience. | 


ttt, _ 7 th... th. ee  Mh Y «th *s 


By 'W.'S. 


—— —— I ES ——— 


—  ———— 


And 7 will puniſh the World for their Evil, and the Wicked for their Iniquity: 
4nd I will cauſe'the Arrogancy of the Prondto ceaſe, and will lay low the hangh- 
tineſs of the terrible; 1a. 13.11. 


* — —  — — — ——— —_ 


—— 


——— 


Friends, 


OU have taken upon you” a Work of great concernmentr, bur how 

Y you are qualified and fitted for it, is the thing to be conſidered, for 
there-are feverat ObjeQions may ariſe againſt you, and this,is nor-che 

leaſt Wherher'you be in ſach a Spiricual capacity, as to judge of Spi- 

ritual matters, or fully roderermine caſes of Conſcience, from a ſpiritual dif- 
cerning and underſtznding * for many are noſatisfied concerning the procee- 
dingsin fuch caſes; and it is notwithour ſome ground, when your praQtice and 
proceedings in fuch caſes are traly examin'd and rightly compared, with the 
practice and proceedings-of Chil and his Apoſtles, who had power = au- 
thority, 
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thority, in the true Spirit, to try, and judge of all things pertaining to the 
Conſcience, and. though you pretend the ſame thing, and have given your 
ſelves the title of Spiritual Men, and your Courts Spirztval Comyts, and fo fic 
to try and judge of things pertaining to the Conſcience z yet you are ngt found 


upon rhe true Judgement Seat, neithex do yolf proc dings in ſucha[th, run 
in 4 tits 71 @þ48 fp xe you. fe rhe: tf e Pitir, 
yor tle prefiddat of -Chriltand his Apoltles, are moryour Rule for-Where 
did they ſet up Courts to try and judge in ſuch caſes ? And who did they ſam- 
mon to appear before them ? and who did they Excommunicate for not Hear- 
ing their Service, or fornor appearing totheir Summons, or for not Baptizing 
their Children, or orpyeRepiring the holy Commiinion,, or for not Re- 
pairing Steeple-houſes, "which you call Charches, or for nor paying Tythes * 
and whodid they Impriſon or cauſe to be caſtjiato Priſon, when they had Ex- 
communicated them 2 Compare your practice and proceedings with theirs, 
and then (ee if there be not good gauſe to ObjeRagainſtFyour praftice and prox: 
ceed.ygs 15 "> For youſa e (etwup Gore aMmd-Proceefings which 
NW 16 be id Fin the Scriptures. - And your ficſttwork is ty-enquire of 
the Town- Officers (who are your Inte)ligencers) if there be any p:ople 
within their Pariſhes, that do not go totheir Pariſh-Church, and hear D,vi:;e 


Seivicez and ifthere be any ſuch, then they muſt preſent their Names aud . 


Dwellings intgthe Court, and then your next work is, to ſend a? aritoy witl 
a Simmons fro the Authority of your Court, unto ſuch parties ſo preſthred,, 
angCorequir : #hem to appear befgre you ; and when many have ſimply appea- 
red according to your Summons, you commonly ask them, If they go to their 
Pariſh Church, and hear Divine Service? or ſomething tq that purpoſe. And 
though they give you an \Anſwer: according to the. Scriptures of Truth, 
u will not be ſatisfied with it, Hut except they will: conform to ' what you 
would have them, you proceed to Excommunication, and ſo return it to the 
Temporal Power, to caſt them into Priſon: and if rhey do not appear to your 
$ummons, you allo proceed in like manner, and ſo you make the Magiſtrates 
your Servants, and the Sheriffs your Bailiffs: -For upon the return of your Ex- 
communication to the Magiſtrates, they dire& theic Writ tothe Sheriffs, and 
the Sheriffs arrelt the partie or parties by their Warrant, and fo caſt them in- 
to priſon, and keep them in priſon upon your account , and here you are the 
cagſe of laying heavy burdens upon ſome mens ſhoulders, for you addre(s your 
ſelyes tot e Magiſtrates, and procure their Writ, and they ifſuing\ſorth their 
Writ to the Sher:ffs, in anſwer to. your minds, the Sheriffs are thereby fſor- 
ced unto Execution, though they well know, that ſuch upon whom the Writ 
is tobe Executed, do not at ail deſerve ſuch corporal puniſhment as Impri- 
ſonment ; for as to People in Corporations, they well know one another, as 
being Neighbours rogether z and for Sheriffs of Corporations to be forced to 
execute 2 Writ upon their Neighboyrs, which unto them are well know to be 
honeft an! well-diſpoſed men, ahd ſuch as are of good; report, and allo ſer- 
viceable in their places and callings, doth ,not this biinga burden ypon their 
Conſciencesin ſo doing 7 and yer being compelled and. forced: co it, they do 
nat ſee how to avoid it,as wanting ſtrength to gainſay jt,and by that means, there 
are many of -them brought to do ſuch things, in ſuch caſes, as are, againſt 
their own Conſciences, and thereby draw: burdens agd trouble upon. their 
Cotiſciences , And is not this a heayy ſtate which you , plunge People into by 
your proceedings,as to cauſe them to do that which is againſt their Conſcience, 
| \ and 
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and ſo bring them 1gco crouble of Conſcience ? And there may be a queſtion 
whether any Law in force do bind the Sheriffs co execute a Writ of that nature 
in luch a manuer, but that is left to their own examination and finding out. 
And now ate theſe chings either like Spiritual Men or Judicious Temporal 
Men f Andis this your Church-Cenſure ro. caſt gut honeſt People, and cauſe 
them to be Impriſoned becauſe they cannot for Conſcience ſake conform unto 
you? do you not believe your (elves, that there is good cauſe to obje a- 
gainlt your proceedings in ſuch caſes, by which honeſt People are ſo expoſed 
10 (uftcrings y for you donot only Excommunicate them, and cauſe them to 
be calt into Priſon, bur you alſo judge them unworthy of common dealings 
and ſociety amongit men: And if any have ro do with them by way of dealing; 
or come in cheir company by way of Society, then they mult become lyable 
unto the ſame Judgement and Cenſure of your Court: And ſo your procee- 
dings tend to deſtroy common dealings and ſociety among Neighbours, which 
the Law of che Nation takerth care to preſerve z for the Law bath great regard 
unto common dealing and trading, and would not have any man to be diſcou- 
raged in it, becauſe ic is a principal apholder of che Nation, by ſupplying all 
ourward wants from one hand troanother. And you judge and cenſure this, 
which the Law of the Nation encourageth,8e ſo your proceedings are found to 
be againſt the Law of che Nation, and conſequently deſtructive to the Nation, 
And are nor ſuch proceedings worſe than the Fews againſt the young man, 
whoſe eyes Chriſt opened 2 for they did bur caſt him out, and all they had 
againſt him for ſodoing, was only becauſe he would not deny him by whom 
tus fight was reſtored, to own their ſayings. And what have you more a- 
aiaſt choſe People called Quakers, ſave only that they dare not deny Chriſt 
Feſus to own your practice, and yet you proceed further againſt them, than did 
the Fews againſt the young man z for you cauſe them to be caſt into priſon, 
and we do not read that the Fews did ſo by him , ſo you are found in a worſe 
ſpirit than were the Fews, who only caſt rhe young man out, and no more g 
bur that will not ſatisfie you except the body be caſt into Priſon, And was it 
not the Fews that Crucified the Lord of Life « Now if your Church be a 
true Church, and your ſervice Divine, then you would ſeek to gain people by 
Love, and not proceed againſt them in ſuch a manner : But your fruit makes 
your Church and ſervice manifeſt what they are who perſecute honeſt harm- 
leſs people, thar dare not defile their Conlciences with polluted things: and 
may nor people go tothe Church and hear Divine Service, except they go to 
your Steeple-houle and hear your matter £ And may not people perform Di- 
vine Service-without they hear what you have to ſay # for Service ſtandeth in 
performing, and not only in hearing: for many may hear the true Spirit in its 
reproof, and yet not obey it to become ſervanesroir: and ſuch are not in Di- 
vine Service, though they may hear the Divine Spirit. And may not people 
meet with the Lord, and hear his Divine Spirit, and perform Divine Service 
ia no other place but where you would appoint chem £ Would you be limiting , 
the Holy One, and keeping people in bondage by your limitations ? for if they 
cannot conform unto you, then you caſt them our from you, and ſocaſt them 
into priſon. And is not your limication the very ground of this Bondage ? 
And is the not-going to your Steeple-houſe a Fact of ſo high a nature, as to be 
Excommunicated and caſt into priſon for refuſing 2 If it be, then ſhew the of- 
fence againſt God and his Truth,or otherwiſe you caſt people into priſon with- 
out (hewing any cauſe, and that is againſt the Law of the Nation : for no Free- 
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man is tobe Impriſoned without cauſe ſhewed , and the BP uakeys are Free- 
men, and you Impriſon them by your proceedings without ſhewing cauſe, for 
the cauſe muſt be (ome offence againſt God and his Truth, and the Offence is 
to be proved by two or three Witneſles, or otherwiſe it is not an offence of 
that nature asto come under Excommunication, and conſequently a Priſon, 
And as for the @uakeyrs, you have never yet ſhewed any ſuch cauſe upon your 
proceedings, and therefore, as to them, your Excommunications are void, 
and ſuch falfly Impriſoned who ſuffer upon that, account foraſmuch as you 
have not at any time proved them offenders againſt God and his Truth, which 
is the cauſe of Excommunication, and they that tryed and judged ſuch caſes 
in the true Spiric, they proceeded to Excommunication upon ſuch caſes as were 
proved tobe an offence againſt God, and his Truth, but they did nor pro- 
ceed to impriſon any by the power of temporal Laws,nor by their own power, 
though ſuch offences were.proved againſt chem, as might bring chem under 
Excommunication, neither did they proceed againſt thoſe char were without g 
but if any that was called 4 Brother, was a Fornicator, or Covetons, or an Ido- 
later, or 4 Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extortioner, they were to- put away 
from among them ſuch wicked perſons:({o mark) they were among(t them againſt 
whom they proceeded to Excommunication, and thoſe that were with- 
out they lefc ro be judged of the Lord, 1 Cor. 5, For a man is firſt to be with- 
in before he be caſt out, and when he is within, as roprofeſſion, and -rthen 
walketh not according to the Rule of 'Truthy and will-not receive Admonition, 
to be reformed from his abuſes, then he is to be caſt out as'a wicked verſon.. So 
the Apoſtle did not ſay, If any will not come co our Worlhip,and hear our Ser- 
vice, / or will not have their Children Baptized, or will fot receive the holy 
Communion, as now commonly uſed,” or be in Error in-matters of Religion 
or Doctrine allowed in the Church, or pay not their Tythes, or Tenths+3: that 
then they ſhall proceed to caſt out ſuch as wicked perſons :' He did nor lay cheſe 
things down as a ground for ſuch proceedings, but he rook notice of the wick- 
ednels which was an offence againſt God & his Truth, &lſo laid down the moſt 
principal macters upon which they were to proceed, for the caſting our (uch of- 
fenders * from amongſt them ; and this was their Pratice who judged in 
the true Spirit, and caſt our Offenders by the Power of the true Spirit, 
But you caſt out ſuch as are not offenders in any fuch-matters, and count 
them unworthy of common dealing and fociery. among men, - and cauſe 
them to be caſt into priſon, by the Temporal Power ; -and {0 you caft- ont {o- 
ber, and righteous, and godly people ; whereas they caſt out diunkards, and 
fornicators, and ſuch as were in tranſgreſſion, but chey did not 1wpriton 
them 4 and you are doing both,and that to a people who are neither drunkards, 
nor fornicators,nor any way offenders again{t God & his Truth, bur live ſober- 
ly, nd righteouſly,and godly in this preſent world, and you have not any thiag 
further again{t them, but as to things perraining to thei Conſciences;of which 
yowarenot abie to-judg ; ſo rhar if you did nor firſt make&:cauſes, you could find 
worie 'inthe 2 #akeys to give you any occaſion to proceed 4n ſuch amanner a- 
gainſt them & beſides, they are not of you;bur are ſeparared from you, & rhoſe 
Cauſes. you make are, in themſelves fo flender and weak, as thatithey can- 
norany way bear the weight of ſuch proceedings3 neither onght you ro be 
jadges in the cafe; foraſmuch asthe cauſe is your own, afhd-the Law of che Na- 
tion,/ excludeth- men from being Judges in' their own Cauſe , as ſuppoling 
thatinen in their own Cauſe, will eye their own Intereſt more chan the com- 
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mon good; and therefore it excludes them from trying or judging in that caſe 
and yet you go much further, by taking upon your ſelves the whole matter, as 
in theſe particulars, 
1, There is no Cauſe but what you make, 
2. There is no Evidence but your own Concluſions, 
3. There is not any to give Fudgement or Sentence beſides your ſelves, 
Now every Cauſe is to be of that nature, as the Law properly 1n it lelf will 
rake hold upon, by which it cometh under the power of the Law to be deter- 
mined; and every ſuch.Cauſe 15 tobe proved by ſuch Evidence as are not rel: - 
tedeo it; and alſo to bedetermined by ſuch Judge or Judges as are no Way con- 
cerned in the matter ; and ſo all parties, which may ſtand any way related un- 
ro the Canſe, either in Evidence or Judgment; are excluded, Burt your Pro- 
ceedings are wholly lefrunto your ſelvs & your own Intersſt is involved, which 
makes yau puties,and what plea can be held againſt you in ſuch a caſe,to obtaiti 
right from you? For it 15t0 be underſtood, that you haye not made ſuch Cauſes, 
and gotten.power to act in ſuch proceedings, as to give judgement again{t that 
which you have made, or to determine the matter againſt your own Intereſt ; 
and ſo it may well and lately be concluded, that you are reſolved in the be- 
ginning how ghe matter ſhall end ; and nor any plea, -rhough never ſo good 
ang ſound, that will help the Defendant in his Caſe. And here you are be- 
Gde the Law of the Nation again, for every good' and ſound plea, is tro be 
admjrted on the Defendanis behalf inall Courts of trial « and the Defendant 
15.t9 haye the benefic of his Plea, (© far as it will hold good againſt the Plain 
tiff ; and hereby many Plaiariffs are overturned 1n'their Cavie, an all Juage: 
tandingieqtalid, [udgement,as tothe; Cauſe of both parties,do fuffer the mat- 
ter (.; 10 ben. 1ed q.1 proved before them, as that they may ſrom-2 good under: 
RanCing;do-right unto the party'grieved, But yoa will not admit of any Plea, 
though never {o good and found, according to Sczpture, .whiclt is the chief 
plea on che; Defendants part ag1inſt you, yer'you will not a4mit of it 
to the Defendants benefit, by doing. him 1ight accordingly ; but with con- 
fence p:oered to Excommunication, af there be not Conformity given z and 
lo your proceedings are found to be againſt the Law of the Nation in thee par- 
ticulars. | 
1. 1ndeſtroying common Dealings, and Society among men. : 
2. In Excommunicating and Impriſoning, without ſhewing (ufficient cauſe, 
3. In being Tudges in your own Cauſe, a 
4. In not admitting the Defendants Plea. | | 
And as theſe things are the very foundation or ofrounid of your proceedings, 
and being found to be againlt the Law it ſelf, ſo the-Law doth nor property 
ſtand by you, neither can you properly-ſand by che Law, for tht Law doth 
not properly itand by any thing that is againſt ir, 'burrather takes hojd uporrit 
to ſuppreſs tz: and if this were well minded, you woulti not be admitted to fit 
it the tighe@:ſeat of Judgment concerning Spiritual tings, $3 PO NR 
.» Now you-firft cauſe People to be preſented for not going toJheir Patiſh 
Church./and-then you-proceed ro Excommunicate'2#nd-Excluce rem, and tis 
Plea will þe:admitted by you in the. Cale'y' And isthe firſt an'6Fence in your 
account, 4gd-isnot the latter of as high/a nature © Surely, if there be in offence 
inthe firſt; 1t 15 much greater in the ]aerer, foraſmuch as you exclude from that 
which you cauſe to be preſented as an offence for hot going rog -and then, if 
People were willing to go, they are excluded, and being excluded, they may 
nog 
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not b2 received until chey have purchaſed your Abſolution, and this maketh 
an offence on your parts, and that according to your own concluſion, For, 
if not going be an offence, then excluſion muſt needs be greater z and that 
{;llech upon you as the Actors, and here you draw a guilt upon your ſelves in 
your own work. And what neceſlity is there for you tocalt our and exclude 
People for chat which they are not in, is not this a high degree of confuſion 
in your proceeedings * For, if you would have People go to your Steeple- 
houſe and Service, then overcome with Love, and convince them by ſound 
Doctrine : and if you judge chem unworthy, then let them alone where they 
are,& do not run your ſelves into ſuch confaſton, as to caſt ſuch out as are with- 
out before, and then judge them unworthy of coming in, without your Abſo- 
lution. Bur if you ſhould do ſo, then you would loſe your gain, after which 
you ſeek, and your D444 would fall, and your Craft be ſpoiled z and indeed 
(ro ſpeak plainly) that is the main thing you ſtrive co uphold 3 for your Courts 
draws fees froin ſuch as cannot withſtand you, and your Abſolutions bring 
money from ſuch as fall uader you, and fo your proceedings end in money z 
by which it is manifeſt, that you are not ſo much for the honour of Almighty 
God,as the love of Lucrey and if that was not to be obtained,there is good caſe 
to believe, that your Courts would ſoon diſſolve of themſelves, but whileſt 
there isany hope of gain or profit, you will keep them up, if the Magiſtrate 
will but help you 5 and you have found out ſo many devices tocompals your 
gain, beſides that device for not coming to your Steeple-houſes, and Service, 
as it isa hard matter to eſcape your Snares, eſpecially ſuch as be of tender 
Conſcience z and for the ſake of ſuch, here are ſome of your devices openeg, 
and with the Scriptures of Truth compared, by which tryal you are found 
much wanting, 

1, You have deviſed to bring people into your Courts, for not Baptizing 
their Children, as you call itz and where doth the Scriptures command Bap- 
tizing of Children after your manner, as to ſprinkle water in their Faces, and 
to ſign them with the ſign of the Croſs, and ro have God-fathers and God- 
mothes to undertake for them 2 For though Chriſt in his love and tenderneſs 
rowards lictle Children, would have them ſuffered ro come unto him, and nor 
forbidden, and that he took them in his arms, yet we do not read that he 
ſprinkied water in their faces, and (igned them with the ſign of the Croſs, or 
that chey had God-fathers or God-mothers to undertake for them , but he ſaid, 
of («ch is the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat 19. 14. by which he ſhewed their In- 
nocency, and his love to them in that ſtate. And now you have gotren a Law 
tro compel people to Baprize their Children, as you commonly uſe it, thongh 
Chriſt uſed it not : and if People refuſe ro uſe it, then you have a ſnare for them, 
And was it not above four hundred years after Chriſt before ſprinkling Infants 
camein? Read Euſebizs; And Chriſt did not mention water when he ſent 
forth his Diſciples co Teach and Baptize all Nations, but commanded them, 
To Baptize in the Name, Or intothe Name, of the Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
Mat. 28. 19. And the Apoſtle ſaid, That by one Spirit they were all Baptized 
into one Body, 1 Cor. 13. and thisis beyond your outward fign which you are 
commonly uſing, and it ſtandeth by the Authority of the Spiric, and of the 
Scriptures, without the help of any Temporal Law. And do you not ſay, the 
Scriptures are your Rule 2 and yer you are uſing ſuch things asare not to be 


found inthera, and have a Law ta compel or punith thoſe that cannot uſe the 
ſame things with you. 


2. YOU 


1668 the Authoxity of Txuth;xc. 167 


2, You have deviſed'to bring People into your- Courts, concerning your 
Communion, as you commonly uſe ir, and call itholy., and it is believed that 
the Communion of the Saints and Apoſtles was.as holy as yours, and yer we 
do not read that they Excommunicated and calt ſuch into Priſon, as would nor 


. be partakers with him. And was not the Communion which they uſed, the 


Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ? See 1 Car. 10. 6. - And did riot 
the Apoſtle put people upon #he Examination of themſelves before they ate of that 
Bread, and drunk of that Cup which was their Commpnion ? 1 Cor, 14, 38. 
(So mark) He did not (ay, If there be anythat will not receive this Bread, and 
this Cup, as we commonly uſe it, that then we will Excommunirate them, 9d 
caſt them into Priſos, They did not proceed in ſucha manner,who had the'rrile 


"Communion amongſt them, bur ſaid, Let a man; examine himſelf; and ſo tet 


him eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. Solee what your'Communion is, 
who proceed to puniſh people that cannot receive it as you commonly. uſe it, 
for the Apoſtle bids People Examine themſelves, and jo let themieat; andydu 
bid People either come and eat, or you, will- proceed to puniſhithem' arid 
wn is a great difference between your minds and che mind of the A- 
oltle. | i i 18 od 021% : 
, 3. You have deviſed .to bring people into your Courts, for Errot 'in 
matters of Religion, and Doctrine, by you allowed., and do you not believe 
your (elves, That the Religion and Dofrine which Chrift:; and*tht- Apoſtles 
allowed, was as ſound and crue as yours? And we donot read that' they Ex- 
communicated and caſt ſueb into Priſon, who differed from that Religion and 
Doctrine by them allowed, for che Apoſtle bid people examixe themſelves 
whether they were inthe Faith z Hedid not ſay, Youare in Error-as'to the Re- 
ligion and Dodrine which we allow, and we muſt Excommunicarte' you, and 
caſt you into Priſon, and we have a Temporal Law to do it , burhe'ſaich 
Examin your ſelves, whether you be inthe Faith: prove your own ſelves, know 
you not your own ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be 'Reprobatex, 
2 Cor, 13. 5- Andby that Examination and proof, he would bring people 
to know Chriſt Jeſus in them, and ſo bring chem out of the Reprobare State, in 
which is the Error : And this was ſound Doctrine, by which' he. labonred to 
bring people to the knowledge of the Truth, that they might be ſaved; and that 
was to Chriſt Jeſus #n them, who is the Salvation of God. And ſo the Apoſtle 
would not, that people ſhould be Reprobate concerning the Faith, and live in Pr- 


' ror, and therefore he preached ſound Dbfrine cocthem, that he mighr open 


their Ulnderſtandings to know the Truth $_ And the Dodrine that he preached 
was Chriſt Feſus is them, And this was the Religion and Dodrine which the 
Saints allowed and approved, and they warned ſach as did receive it, That 
they ſhoald not receive another DotFrine, though they, or an Angel from Heaven 
ſhould bring it. And though they certainly knew, that their Religion arid 
Dorine was Truth it ſelf; yer we do hot read that they Excommunicated 
and caſt ſuch into Priſon, as differed from them in Religion and Doctrine, 
for they were of a better ſpirit, than to deal with people in ſuch caſes, aftet ſuch 
a manner. Therefore ſee what ſpirit you are of, and firſt Examine and prove 
your (elves, whether you be in that Religion and DoQtine which they allow- 
ed, who had the Spirit of Faith in Chriſt Jeſus: For though you may: have a 

Law in (ſuch caſes, and by that Law may proceed to Excommunicate-and Irfi- 

priſon, yet if ſuch againſt whorh you proceed,be in that Religion and DoArine, 

which they allowed who had the true Spirir, they are in the Trath and not in 
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Error, and by ſuch proceedings, ay make your ſelves no leſs than fighters a- 
gainſt Godzand his Truths by which it is manifeſt that yonr power is not of God, 
and ſo the Error is your own, And the 5th. of Elie. 2 3. is your great autho- 
rity in theſe caſes. . | 

| 4. You have deviſed co bring People into your Courrs for not paying yout 
Tyches , and in that caſe, Hen, 8, and Edw, 6. provided ſomething for you 
but how that now ſtandeth in force, as ro your proceedings, the matter is 
ſomerhing queſtionable, And if Tyrhes be nor yeilded and paid, then accor- 
. ding to that Seature made in 2 Eadw. 6. 13. youarero have a Writ Excom- 


\ municata cuptende, ourof the Chaxcery, againſt the party, or parties ſo refa- 


fiag, and if chey can be found, then to caft them into Priton 3 and if they can- 
not be found, then the Srarure of the 5th. of Ez. 23. giverh power toleavy 
Fines of 10. /. the firſt/Capias, 20, 1. the ſecond, and rwerry pounds the 
third ; 2nd if the party or'parties do not yield their Bodies to the Sheriff upon 
Proclamation 3 then twenty pounds upon every Capias, ad infinitum, according 
tothar Statute. And ſo you are furniſhed with Statuces for your purpoſe in 
the caſe of Tyrhes. Butare theſe things according tothe Rule and Com- 
mand which Chriſt gave to his Diſciples, when he ſent them forth co preach 
the Goſpel. Surely you have looked more intothe Statutes, chan you have 
done int@:the Scriptures, for did not Chriſt ſay to his Diſciples, when he ſenc 
them forth, Freely ye bave received, freely give, Mat. 10 8. And donor you ſay, 
Givens Tythes, or we will give you puniſhment according tothe Statutes * And 
isnot here'a great difference between your voices, an the.voice of Chrif - 
And is not the true Sheepherd known by his voice? and are not Theeves and Rob- 
bers known by their voices? And which of you will go forth and freely give 
what ye have, as the Diſciples did £ Or muſt you nor firſt know what the 
Tythes of ſuch aplace will afford you before you go unto it? And will not more 
Tythes and Profits call you from that place again anto another 2 And do you 
not herehy.mantſeſt that you do nor freely receive the Miniſtry as the Diſciples 
tid, and{0/are in the diſobedience unto the Rule and Command of Chriſt, 
and are minding earthly things, for your Belly, which is your God 2 Oh che 
Luſt of the Fleſb and the Pride of Life which corrupteth the Earth! The 
Power of the Lord is manifeſt tro cleanſe che Land, and the Earth from ſuch 
defilements, yea he will ſweep it as with a Beeſom, and will drive the Locuſts 
before him until the Land be cleanſed, And when Chriſt offered up himſelf 
4 Sacrifice unto God, then did he end the Law with Tythes and Offerings: For 
it is granted, that there was a Commandment nnder the Law, by which 
Tythes were payd, and they that were of the ſons of -Zevi,had a Commandment 
10 take Tythes of their brethren, according to the Law, Heb. 7.5. But you are 
compelling Tythes from ſachas you caſt our, and do nor count them brethren, 
and {oyou erre from that Commandment under the Law. Bur it cannor be 
granted that Tythes ate now to be paid by che Power of that Commandmenr, 
foraſmuch'as Chriſt hath difannulled ir, Heb. 7. 18. and being difanulled, 
the force .and poweriof it israken away ; and he never gave commandment 
afterwards for Tythes to be paid, nor his Apoſtles neicher. And you may ſee 
how Pavl-laboured with his own hand, that he might not be chargable, 1 Cox. 4. 
12, 1 Theſ. 2. 5. He hadnor his Paricors about him to ſend unto ſuch as 
would not pay him Tythes , and this makes a great difference between you 
and Paul, for he labo#red with his own hands, that he might not be chargeable to 
any ; and you fit at eaſe, andare chargablego many , for you will have your 
Tythes, and your pay from ſacktas do nor ſet you on work, neither have need 
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of your work , and as Chriſt hath diſanulled che Commandment going before 
concerning Tythes, and that he did not revive it -again by his own command- 
meats {01t mutt needs itand diſannulled, to all intents and purpoſes what- 
ſoever: For among Temporal Powers, there is that regard tothe diſanulling 
of any Law, as that 1t;(hall no more be put in Execution without it be 2gainre- 
vived, bur ſtandeth wholly and fully difanulled and repealed. And will people 
have leſs regard to the power of Chriſt Jeſus, then unto Temporal Powers s 
For as Chrilt diſaqulled that commandment, by which Tythes were pay'&un- 
der the Law, and did nor again revive it by his own command under che 
Goſpel, ſo it ſtandech wholly and fully repealed unco this day, and no'man 
hath power to revive it, or cauſe it to be putin- execution, for Chriſtians are 
to keepthe commands of Chrift, and not to keep up commands which he harh 
diſannull'd 4 for thar is to keep up the Fems prattice among; Chriſtians, and ſo 
deny Chriſt Jeſus, who is the End of the Law, nor only for Tythes, and Offe- 
rings; and Oblations, butalfſo for Righteouſneſs to them that believe, And have 
Kings and Princes of the Earth ſuch Power and Authority as to revive thar by 
theu Law and commandment which Chriſt hath diſanulled, and left diſanul- 
led + Will you ſer Kings and Princes of the Earth above Chriſt Jeſus the King 
of Glo:y., and Prince of Life - And will you proceed againſt .people to Ex- 
communicate and {mpriſon them ſrom ſuch a ground and Foundation, Surely 


| ic i5 moraltogerher your Ignorance bur your Inrereſt that puts you forward in 


this work. | | Mme 
And if you ſay,-that che Church is to be preſerved in Diſcipline and Or- 
der by the Magiſtrates Power, 'and as they have provided:Laws ia ſuch cales, 
ſo you muſt pur chem in execution according co their own intention; 
and thar you are blameleſs, as doing.nothing bue what the Law enjoyags you; 
which in your places you cannot avoid z and ſo according to your own per» 
ſwafion concerning your proceedings you world: ſeemingly clear your. ſes 
from':perſecution: But this Covering will not hide you, though it be che 
largeſt chat can be ſpread over you , and if you would clear your (elves by ir, 
25 not-being the.conſticutors of ſuch Laws, then you muſt needs make the 
Magiſtrates gmilty, and you baveno cauſe arall co do ſo, ſeeing you reap the 
Protity and if you would lay it upon them, to excuſe your Gives, you re» 
quite their pains for you after the worſt manner, for they are your principal 
Uphalders and Supporters 3 and chat breath you live by, as to ſuch things, 
you draw it from them, and that ſtrength you ſtand by, you receive it from 
chem. And have not you, or ſome before you, propounded and preſcribed 
ſach ways unto them, before they have enacted Laws for ſuch purpoſes And 
doth nor that make you ſtand originally guilty of the matters And doth not 
your preſecuting ſuch Laws draw the guilt more upon you, though, as to'what 
the Magiſtrares do for you in ſuch caſes, they are not clear, and in time they 
may come toſee it, and be weary of it? And would you wholly lay your pro- 
ceedings upon the Magiſtrates Power, and ſo make them bear the barden of 
all your work And will that power ſtand by you in all chings you pradtice 2 
or do' you not act in-many chings without their power © and do you not chereby 
plainly dothem wrong 4 _ b | $100 42% 2 RE 
Now concerning your Steeple-houſe, which you calla Church, and bring 
People into your Courts, that cannot pay money towards Repairing it, What 
Law have you inthar caſe ? And is your Church of that Nature as it muſt be 
Repaired with money 2 Will it decay, and fall; and com co forhing, if it be 
noe 
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not repaired and upheld with money ? If that be: the nawure of your Church, 
as by your proceedings ſeemethz then People have gaod. cauſe to abſent from 
it,and you ww no cauſe atallto Compel any to come unto it z for the Church 
isthe Pillar and ground of Truth,and it nee eth notto be repaired with money, 
becauſe it ſtandeth in the eternal Power and Life, which decayech noty and 
Chriſt Jeſusis' the Head and Ruleth over it, and is a Husband to it. . And 
this.is-not like an old Houle that will fall if it be not kept up with money. And 
cthatis the Church and Church- Government which'zhe 2xakers own and 
ſubmit unto, and:there needs no outward Law to compel them, for. the day of 
his Power hath made them willing, and his Love conſtrains them 4 and'ſo you 
can neither compel nor reſtrain them by your Laws, for they cannor-be .com- 
pelled to obſerve chat whichthey know 1s not true, nor reſtrained from:thar 
which chey knowto be true z - and whether you proceed againſt them accor- 
ding coyour Law, ..o: without Law in ſuch caſes, it is all one unto them; For 
they do not ſo much take notice of the outward Law in caſes of Conſcience, as 
they mind to keep their Conſciences void of offence rowards God and men. 
So that your proceedings are little unto them, whether you render them guilty 
by.a: Law or without Law, For as their Conſciences are void of offence to- 
wards God and men, ſo no man can charge an offence to make them guilty : 
And. chat wipeth off all your ſentences and cenſures as faſt as you give them 
forth, And what Law have you to proceed againſt people for not repairing the 
fence about the Steeple-hoaſe- Yard, & for following honeſt labour upon thoſe 
dayes you call Holy-Dayes ? have you not heaped up devices like a Mountain, 
and do not every device bring you ſome gain and profits and is not that the 
incjpal ground why you proceed in them; and might there not be a good and 
ound plea held and maintained againſt you according to the Scriptures of 
Truch? and might not all your devices be overturned if ſuch a plea could be 
admitted 2 yea ſurely, your mountain might ſoon be thrown down if Juſtice 
and Equity could but enter, therefore you have no cauſe ſo highly co lift up 
your ho: n, ſeeing you ſt:nd upon a flippery place. 

But ſome may ſay, What is there in all theſe things which is of concer nment 
4s to Life and Salvation, for Life and Salvation #andeth not in ſuch things,but by 
believing tn Chriſt * 

Yes, There is great concernment in theſe things as to Life and Salvation, 
and they that would come into the true Faith, and be a believer in Chrift, chey 
muſt deny theſe things, 8 come out from among them : For they that believe 
in Chriſt for Life and Salvation, they do not yield their obedience to 
another Power, becauſe all Believers cbey his commands, and not ano- 
ther , ſo here is momag of concernment as co Life and Salyation, 
for who are obſerving ſuch things as Chriſt doth not command, they 
have not Life and Salvation in him as Believers ; therefore people are to 
_ what they obey, becauſe they become ſervants unto thac thing z and 
who are obeying any of theſe things, wy are certainly in bondage by them : 
and doth not chat ſeparate from Life and Salvation in Chriſt Jeſus £ And unto 
what do you bring people by your compulſion, do you bring them unto Chriſt, 
or into your own obſeryation ? And if they cannot bow to your obſervation, 
then you excommunicate them, and caſt chem into Priſon : And what command 
have you for ſuch things according co Scriptures 2 Ler us ſee your Scriptures if 
you be-ſpiritual men, and do not preſume above what is written, but keep 
ro that which yu ſay is your Rule, for the fzakers are noble, and _ 
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the Scriptures, and they find that thoſe things you practice are not ſo accor- 
ding to Scripture, And have not people good cauſe to be ſeparated from you) 
who erre from the Scriptures and the Power of God 2 And how will you ſtand 
by theſe things in the day when you muſt give account of all your deeds £ 
Will not thele deeds appear as evil deeds* ang will not you appear as evil- 
doers 7. and what Law-will then appear to juſtifie you before the Judge of 
Heaven and Earth ? for you will find him to be a Judge more Righteous than 
your ſelves and you will not have a plea co hold againft him, but muſt bear 
his Judgement, becauſe you have ſinned 4 therefore repent whilſt you have 


time, and learn ro do well, 


And why doyou act ſo furiouſly againſt others by the power of the Law, 
and take no notice of your ſelves by the ſame Law ? Is there not a Law for you 
as well as others 2 Is there got ſomething which the Law raketh notice of, as to 
your ſelves, which properly falleth under the ſentence of Excommunication ? 
Doth not the Law take notice of Incontenency, Ulury, Simony, and Perjury 
in the Eccleliaſtical Courts, or Idolatry £ And dothit not properly relate unto 
you, aud brings ſuch things under Excommunication 2 See 5 Eliz, 23, But 
you here itand filent, or rather dead asto any motion, and if you (ay that no 
tuch preſeatment comes before you whereby you may proceed, and that you 
cannor a& in proceedings without ſome mater for agronnd , unto which is 


_ an(wered, Thar if you would bur as diligently ſearch, and examine ſuch things 


among your (elves, as you do other things among poor country people, ir is 


| believed that you might find matter ſufficient as a ground to ſer you upon mo- 


tion 4 and that is the proper place where you are to begin, for ſuch things 
are offences againſt God and his Truth, and the Law very fitly takes notice of 
them as off-nces worthy of puniſhment, and the & #akers are not againſt the 
puniſhment of evil-doers: And if you would begin in your own houſe, and 
make it clean, then clean people would have (ome delight to dwell with you; 
for they that are waſhed and ſanctified by the Spirit of the Lord, they cannot 
zoya to any unclean thing yz therefore obſerve the Law and its dire&ions as to 
your (elves, before you be fo bulte co execute it upon. others: Bur you rather 
chooſe to take notice of ſuch things as may increaſe your gain; than of ſuch 
things as may profit the ſoul; And becauſe of theſe things the Land mourn: 
erh and is diſtreſſed 3 for you have neither precept nor prefidetit from Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles for ſuch proceedings 5 neither can' ſuch as follow Chriſt own 
your practice and proceedings,” in ſuch caſes, for it is below a Chriſtians Life, 
and they chat be in the Chriſtians Life, do ſuffer by you that profeſs Chrilti- 
aniry out of the Life. And is it nor below ſpiritual men to plead Laws and 
Statutes for their proceedings in caſes of Conſcience 2 Have you no other Pow- 
er and Authority in' ſuch caſes but whar is given you by Laws and Sta- 
rutes? if you have, then ſhew plainly upon what grouni your Authority ftan- 
deth, and if you have no Authority in'caſes of Conſcience, but what is given 
you by Laws and Statutes, do you'not thereby take away che Authority antl 
dignity of Chrilt Jeſus * and do you'noras muchas in you lieth goabour ro un- 
throne him fromthis right? For what Law canteach the Conſcience, but the 
Lam of the Spirit of Lifein Chriſt Feſus ? And whar Power is able to Judge the 
Conſcience, but the Power of Chriſt Feſus ? and what Authority cani govern, 
the Church, and keepit in Diſcipline and Order, but the Authorzty of C hri#f 
Feſus ? And would you take away his Right, and give it tg another, or rake 
it your (tives 2 Doh: not'this manifeſt that you "ou his Spirit, Power,” 
and' 
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and Authority ; and ſo the Magiſtrates muſt help you by their Power ahd 
Authority z and their Laws, in ſome caſes, muſt be the ground of your pro- 
ceedings, and in other caſes, your own Inventions without Law, and that makes 
your Excommunications null 8& void, forthe Magiſtrates have not that power 

iven unto them as to what they do for you in ſuch caſes, though you, or 
Das before you may have urged them, and drawn them to provide Laws for 
you,yet they are all dead in themſelves,as wagting power to ſerve unto that ead 
tor which they are provided, becauſe the Conſcience is not to come under 
the power of any man, in things pertaining to Godz and though we that are 
called Quakers do own Magiſtrates as they are for the punithment of evil- 
doers, and for the praiſe of chem that do well z which is their proper place as 
Mag'ſtrates, and in ſuch caſes we are actively ſubject ro their Power, not only 
for fear, but for Conſcience ſake yz yet wherein they extend their Power to 
the Conſcience, and thereby would give you power to exerciſe Lordthip over 
the Conſcience, we cannot in that place be atively ſubje& , becauſe in ſo do- 
ing, they give you power to intrude into the Authority of Chrift Feſus: And 
as for Conſcience ſake we are actively ſubject ro their Power in their righr 
place, ſo for Conſcience ſake we cannot be aftively ſubject when they ſtretch 
their power unto ſpiritual things, which is out of their place, and bur!: theſe 
are for Conſcience ſake unto us, who are call'd @uakers. For as we dare not 
deny the one for Conſcience ſake, we cannot own or (ubmir tothe other for 
Conſcience ſake. And what more is to be expeted fiom us as to aRive obe- 
dience tothe Magiſtrates power, but only in caſes which pertaineth to civil 
things And have we ever refuſed or denyed obedience to their Power in any 
fuch caſe; And as to your proceedings by the Magiſtrates Power, in caſes of 
Conſcience, it might be ſome fatisfaftion unto many People, if yau would 
openly declare by what Laws and Statutes you maintain your Courts and Pro- 
ceedings, and in what Kings time they were made : For if you have not che 
temporal Power to warrant and maintain you, then you only move as Birds in 
the air, which have no certain Centre: and this is che ground why we thar 
are called 9uakers deny your practice and proceedings in caſes of Conſcience, 
as not being warrantable by che Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Feſus, nor 
according to the Scriprures of Truth : And we know thatno temporal Power 
or Law, can maintain your proceedings againſt the Laiy of the Spirit of Life 
in Chriſt Jeſus, for it is he alone that hath Power and Authority to rule and 
govern the Conſcience, and nor any beſideshim; and fo incaſes of Conſci- 
ence, your proceedings are without Power, and conſequently void in Law 
for without Power chere is ot any offence can be truly tried or puniſhed : And 
herein you are found wrong doers by your proceedings, and you pull down 
your own building by pleading Laws and Statutes for your proceedings in ſuch 
caſes, and moderate people do ſee that you are not ſpiritual as you pretend, 
but only in ſome things have the Magiſtrates Sword or your fide, by which 
many become ſubje& more out of fear than for Conſcieace ſake. And becauſe 
we cannot for Conſcience fake be conformable in ſuch caſes, therefore you 
proceed againſt us and infli& puniſhmenc upon us, and thats contrary to Rea- 
ſon which is counted the root of the Law : For it is nog reaſonable chingthar 
the exerciſe of our Conſciences ſhould come under your power to be puniſhed, 
whileſt as to Civil things, we are not found guilty of any offence 3 and this we 
do maintain againſt you tobe a truth : And therefore, as ro us your proceed- 
ings are of no moxe force, than as you drive them forward io the {treagch of 
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your own wills, and yer thereis a great noiſe that we will not obey the Laws, 
nor be ſubject to Government, and that we are a willfull People, and deſerve 
to ſuffer. Now we would have our Accuſers to ſhew us plainly, what Law 
we diſobey, and in what Kings time that Law was made; and alſo ſhew us 
wherein we area willful People, and deſerve to ſuffer ,, for we do not know 
any thing by our ſelves in ſuch matrers, neither can ſuch an accuſation lye upon 
us; for astoall things which the Law requireth, which in ir ſelf is properly 
Law, we a&tively obey z and as to that which in ic ſelf isnot Law, as not be- 
ing grounded upon Reaſon, which is counted the root of the Law, we paſſively 
ſubmit ; and ſo we ſtand in the Will of him that hath called us, and patiently 
ſuffer without reſiſting or revenging, and this hath been known for theſe ſeve- 
ral years;and where is then our diſobedience to the Law, ſeeing we are either in 
ave or paſſive obedience untoall thatis counted Law; Bur ſuch accuſations are 
only to aſperſe us, 2nd cover our Perſecutors, for we do not difobey any Law 
whereby we deſerve to ſuffer, bur, as to Civil Government, behave our ſelyes, 
in a juſt and peaceable manner. And is there any Law againſt us, as we live in 
thar Life « If chere be, we would know when it was made, and by whom, and 
what puniſhmear is to be infflited upon ſuch as fo live for if there be ſuch a 
Law as provideth puniſhmear for choſe that live peacebly then we are the pro- 
per Objects of it, and are content to ſuffer by it; but if there be no ſuch Law 
or Puniſhment provided againſt a peaceable Life, then do we not ſuffer 
undeſervedly, becauſe our Life. is peaceable. And. ſuch accuſations 
and aſperfſions will not clear our Perſecutors, in the day when God ſhall Fudge 
the ſecrets of men by Feſus Chriſt , but they ſhall then know that chey have in- 
flicted puniſhment upon us, contrary to our deſerts, and you, amongſt others, 
who are the greateſt promoters of it, & are alſo in the a&tion by your Excom- 
munications: And we cannot otherwiſe be perſ[waded, but you are the Womb 
in which our Sufferings are principally conceived, and by che Magiſtrates 
power you have opportunity to bring forch your. Birth, and herein you are 
found ro walk contrary tothe Law and, the Prophets, and ro the Doctrine of 
Chriſt Jeſus z for this is che Law and the Prophets, That 43-ye would that men 
ſhould do unto you, even ſo do wnto them, And this, is;the DoErine of Chriſt 
Jeſus, That if an Enemy hunger, feed him if he thir#., give him drink. 
'[herefore ſee unto what you are come your (elves, before you-compel others 
to come unto you, for if you be not come to the Law and the Prophets, you 
are ata great diſtance from Chriſt Jeſus. And, are you doing to others, as 
you would have others to do nntoyou 2 And how do you fulfil the Law and the 
Prophets, whileſt you are doing that unto others, which you would got haye 
others do unto you £. And are you feeding Enemies, and giving them drink, 
according to the Doctrine of Chriſt. Jeſus f or are you not doing the contrary, 
and ſo you are neither come to the Law and the Prophers,nor to Chriſt Jeſus, 
And tor what muſt People come unto you, when ye your (elyes are not come 
tothe Lawand che Prophets, nor to Chriſt Jeſus £ Muſt they come pnto you 
as unto Gentiles, who are altenated fron; the Life of God, and Htangers to the 
Covenant of Promiſe * Mult ſuch as be come co the Law and the Prophets, 
and to Chriſt Jeſus, return again td ghe Geztiles ?. for the Law and the Pro- 
phets are above the Gentiles, and Chriſt Jeſus is above the Law and the Pro- 
phers, and ſuch as are come from amopgthe Geatiles, and are come ro the Law 
and the Prophets, and to Chriſt Jeſus, they cannot return. to:che Gentiles 
again, except they deny that which brought them forth, and though tliere 


way 


174 A General Summons from 1668 


may be ſome that for fear deny their Profeſſion to conform unto your practice, 
yet there are mariy that have mote regard unto the peace of their Conſcience, 
And if you would have People retura unto you, then ſhew them a more ex- 
cellett way then that wherein they walk, For ſome have found a more plea+ 
ſagt way then they walked in whileſt they walked with you, and they thar 
know what it is totravel in Mire and Clay; and then come ro find a Clean 
and Pleaſant Pach, they will not willingly go intothe Mire and Clay again, 
but rather rejayce that they are gotten paſtir. And we that are called 9a- 
kers, have learned the Law and the Prophets, and the Doctrine of Ctyiſt 
Jeſus, and he is our Light, and our Way, and our Guide, and being come to 
the exceltency of this knowledge, through the mercy of the Loud God towards 
us, we cannot conform to any Beggarly Rudiments, and bring our ſelves into 
Bondage ag4in. Bur as the power of the Lord God hath made us free, (6 in 
thac "ir we wait to be perſerved . and as we ſtand in that freedom, your 
Bongs are all broken, though you may caſt our Bodies into Priſon , for you 
may as eaſily hold the Wind in your Fiſt, as hold the Truth in a Priſon, 
And can you hold the wind in your fiſt, char it ſhall not have an univerf,] 
courſe 2 is not that a thing beyond your art and skils And do you think to 
hold che Truth in Priſon becauſe you caſt the body there £ is not that a thing 
beyond your power and ſtrengch © for Truth will have an univerſal courſe, 
when you have ſhut the Body cloſe tn Priſon ,; and by how much you think to 
bind it and ſuppreſs ity even ſo much the more doth it gtow and (ſpread, and 
you cannot bind it from the univerſality of its motion, and ſo you labour in 
vain as to what you do againſt the Quakers, and youare fo far from fulfilling 
the Doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, chat 1n ſtead of giving food and drink to a hun- 
ory and thirſty Enemy, you are pe:ſecuting us that are your Friends, and 
Friends to all People: and ſo your practice and proceedings are not only con- 
ttary to Reaſon, which is counted the root of the Nations Law, but contrary 
co the Law and the Prophets, and tothe Doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, and alſo 
contrary to what is manifeſt-ro be the Kings mind for that Speech which was 
delivered by the Keeper unco the Parliament, upon the centh day of the eighth 
month, called 0#ober, 1667. it was delivered as the Kings mind, and by his 
Command, as the ſame Speech doth demonſtrate z and what was ſo del:vered, 
doth clearly manifeſt char che King doth regard the good of his People, as 
being ſo near ary intereſt co himſelf and he would have the Parliament to im- 
print it as a known Truth in the hearts of his Subjects, thar there is no diſtin 
intereſt berween the King'and his People, bur the good of one is the good of 
both. « 

Now as the King would have this to be impritited as a known Truth in 
the hearts of his Subjects, and that he doth include his own Intereſt with. his 
Peoples, and thereby bringeth the matter ſo near himſelf, as to concern his own 
good in theirs, which in it ſelf is nndeniablea very clear Truth z then why 
do' not you receive this Truth into your hearts, and fo fulfil che Kings mind 2 
for ic is to-be underſtood , that all: people within the Kings Dominions , 
who'are free-born, are accounted his People, as he is chief in outward Go- 
vernment;- and ſo in general terms, he includes his Intereſt and good in 
in theits, and their Intereſt and Good in his own; and do not you proceed 
ro Excommunicate and Imprifon ſuch. People © and do you not make them 
uncapable of common dealings and ſociety amongſt men ? and do you not 


make them' uncapable of having any benefit by che Laws as' complainants * 


and 
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and do you not judge:cthem unworthy of the Kings/ProreRion 2.) and is not this 
ro make a Ciſtinction between the King and his People 7: for nocommon good, 
as to outward things; can ariſe to the (ufferers., and as the King concerns his 
own good in the good of his People, by:a joynt Intereſt £ do. you riot'wrong 
the King by intruding upon his Intereſt £ Surely the mind of the King,//as 
tis manifeſt, and your proceedings which you practiie; are at a great diſtance; 
and much coatrary one to the other, for you plainly endeavour to blor-gurthat 
known Truch which he would have imprinted, foraſmuch as you';deſtroy the 
common good of his People, in which it ſo. nearly concerns his own, '! '1'4 
And now, ypon what Foundation will you have your building to ſtand? 
and by what will you uphold your work in which you are ſo buſte? for your 
work is found contrary to the Law of the Nation, and contrary10- the Spitit 
of Truth, and contrary to the Scriptares of Truth, and contrary to Chriſtianis 
ty, and contrary to Reaſon, and contrary to the Law and the Prophets, and 
contrary tothe Doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, and contrary to what is manifeſt to be 
the Kings mind, and where will you have a Foundation to build your work 
upon* for as it is found contrary to all theſe weighty things , ſo by their 
Authority your work' in caſes of Conſclences may well be, queſtidned, 
yea, the Law of the Nation may juſtly queſtion you, and the Spirit of 
Truth may juſtly queſtion you , and the Scriptures of Truch may juſt- 
ly queſtion you, and Chriſtianity may juſtly queſtion you, and Reaſon may 
juſtly queſtion you, and the Law and the Prophers may juſtly queſtion you, 
and Chriſt Jeſus may juſtly queſtion you, and the King may juſtly queſtion 
you z and what can your Foundation be, but the love of money, which is the 
root of all evil * And theſe things are opened thus fully and largely that yout 
might ſee your ſelyes as in a glaſs, others might ſee you with open face : And 
what ſad effe&s have enſued the execution of temporal Laws, which havere- 
lated to Spiritual things z was not ſach a Law pretended when the' Lord of 
Life was condemned 2 and was not ſuch Laws pretended when the Martyrs 
ſuffered ? andare not ſuch Laws __ retended, by which the Innocent and 
Guiltleſs are puniſhed and hath nor he proſecuting of ſuch Laws been che 
occaſion of deſtroying the natural Life of many innocent People art this day £ 
and doth not this fill your hands wirtyblood £ and how can you ſay that you 
waſh your handsin innocency, and ſo approach to God's Altar, 'if yaur hands 
be full of Blood « And thatis the end of your Laws and proceedings in caſes of 
Conſcience, for ſuch Laws never broughe proſperity in their: execution, bur 
alwayes have been deſtructive, and fo brought calamity, and miſery 3 and 
it needs not be declared what hath happned by the execurion of ſuck Laws, 
both as to years paſt, and the time preſent, for the blood of many declares 
it, 3nd the loſs of Eſtate declares ir, and che long ſuffering Bonds and 
Impriſonment declares, and the ſound of this ; Declaration' is higher and 
louder than Tongue or Pen can declare, and will not the Lord make in- 
quiſition for theſe things 2 yea ſurely, he will find out the work of every one; 
and the guilty he will.by no means clear, therefore, love Mercy before ygu 
offer Sacrifice, for until you love Mercy, and liye in it, all. your Sacribhs 
and Prayers are bur as empty ſhadows ; and though you may offer. and nfake. 
many of them, yet whilſt you minglethem with violence andopprefiion, they 
never reach the Throne of Grace to find accepration, and ſo. the ſhowers fall; 
not down uponyou with a bleſſing z, and that makes Briars and 'Thorns ſpring. 
out of the ground unto perſecution : And as for the © uakers, you may as ea- 
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lily force the Sun to go backward, as force them»into;your pratice and obſer- 
vation; or you may as eaſily reſtrain the ſhowers from falling, as reſtrain them 
from worſhippiggGod in [his Spirirz for as they fulfil the mind of God, by 
yeelding theis obedience and ſervice unro him, ſo they cannot fulfil or ſatisfie 
your minds, by yeelding their obedience and ſervice unto yous and if you were 
{pizizually minded, you would never endeavour to force and compel them by 
the'pawer of temporal Laws, but the wrong being greateſt ro your ſelves, e- 
ven ſochey pitty you, as well knowing the terror that will come upon you, 
and therefore they labour to perſwade you for your own good and do not 
count . them your enemies, becauſe they tell you the cruth in plain- 
nels, but be warned to forſake the evil of your doings, and live in love 
and peace as becometh Chriſtians, for Chriſt Jeſus muſt Reign and have the 
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Some Dangers opened and diſcovered in the not 
4 »Teceving Truth, or having received it, depart- 
- ,ingfromit. FE, 
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6A ſhort Teſtimony unto Goſpel-Meerings and Fellowſhip : 
+, With'# tender Invitation unto all that are afar off, co come; 
vo "And unto all that are departed, and gohe away, to retur!:. 


-orofs Parknels of it covered and remained upon the people, aud 

that none-conld be found among the Sons of men to lead and deliver 

c- *- ourofir; thendidthe Lord manifeſt him from Heaven, and the 
Lrghe began to ſpring as the morning, 4h togive lightto ſuch as ſat in dark- 
nels, and under the (ſhadow of death ; and chough many trivelled'in pain, as 


A \ Frer the long Night'of Apoſtacy had overſpread the Earth, and che 
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cing ſorely opprefled by the powerof darkneſs $ yer when the Lord did ma- 
nifett his Light, and his Love in.ir, there were not many could believe that 
it was he, and ſo they received him not, though he came unto them for their 
good, But to as many as received himsto them he gave powey to become the Sons of 
God,, even to as many as believed in his Name, which were born, not of Fleſh, nor 


. of Blood, nor of the will of man, but of God, *nd lothe Love cf God is mani- 


felted in ſending his only begotten Son into the World, to be a Light unto the 
World, that all in him might believe and receive Life, but that which is 
born of Fleſh and Blood, and of the will of nian, doth not believe that the Light 
is he whom God ſendeth, and therefore receives him not in his Light, when he 
makes himſelf manifeſt , for that nature expecteth ſome higher or gieatet ap- 
pearance of Chriſt then in his Lightzbut as J-oh# bare witneſs of Chi iſt to be the 
true Light, ſo his appearance 1s not to be expeQted afrer any other manner, . or 
in any other thing ; for whatſoever is contrary to that which 15 true, is ſalſe, and 
there is but one ching true (or Trttth ic ſelf) and that Joby teſtifies to be the 
Light with which Chriſt enlightenerh every one that comes into the World , 
and 3s the Light ist1ue, (or Truth'it ſelf) (o the expectation is to be drawn off 
from all other chings as being falſe, and the mind is co turn to the Light as being 
only true z and though it ſeem #$alow or irtle thing in its manifeſtatjon, 
y-t chere- is nothing which in it ſelf is tt6e beſides ir, and thereſore 
moſt worthy of all things to be loved and obeyrt! in the leaſt appearance of ic , 
for who deipiſes the day of ſmall things canhoj come tothe day of glory, where 
che Son rulech;2nd here many haye ſuffered lofs 45'to che benefic which in the 
Light they might hive received and enjoyed, for nor loving and obeying the 
appearance or breaking forth of the Light ina ſmall meaſure, irdoth not go 
on in ſuch-untoa petfe&t day, but being deſpiſed as a ſmall ching, or a thing of 
no valaey it'draweth ifro it ſelf agaih the manifeſtation, pn ern none can 
fee the-wiy unto God, not walk it the Path of Life ; for the Light being de- 


' fpiſed,” and ſo withdtawing it ſelf," there is nothing bur darkneſs remains to be 


che- Gaide, and ſuch as'walks iti darkneſs knows not whichet rey go, becauſe 
earknetshath blinded their mind?,” and this hath been an occaſion of tumbling 
unto! mity, who have norloved the Light, but deſpiſed ir; for in darkneſs 
chey ftymble, and many times fall z* bur in the Light, which is the plain Path, 
chere is 89/ ſtumbling.” and rhey thar,do'not walk in that Pach,, but deſpiſes.ir, 
and' ftwnibles at ir, they walk in the broad wiy, and in that way they cannot 
have peace; for they thatdeſpiſe the day of (mal things,  chey deſpiſe.char 
by which Peace comerh,” andnone'catt have peace whilſt chey deſpiſe that by 
which it comes ; fot they that wonld have peace” with God muſt receive and. 
enterraityths Light, and not deſpiſe it, and chough'ic may appear bur as a ſirtle 
ching, yerp=4ce 15 ſotind tn the leaſt appearance of ir, as it is I9yed and obeyed ; 
bur c!ie high'and lofry cxtinor.bow unto ir, che bitch, of Fleth'ani Blood, An, 

of the wilt of ihan evpe&ts fome higfe!'and greater thing; and when the Light 
maniſefts it'(elf by repr6of'in the Conſcience, tier is. not ſubmiſſion, butra- 
ther deſpiling, ſor-cke'Bioad way is tore deli Refl] to that biſth then che nar- 
row,.anditherefore ir{4that the broddWay is FILA wotch many, wptkers;& ſo ma- 
ny may fee the Morntti; and nor'cogie'to ſee the perfect day; {or jf the Tags | 
;n-its manifeſtion b#nbtJoved ardbBibyed; Were is not a going-forward inthe, 
Truch,(nSany growth pd inctefeMeneſied! ant fo the Light hath maniſel 
it felf ifi may, and Gy bred darkneſs by the manifeſtation ; but not 
lovitig krjd-obeying the Pibht charie might beedme their Teacher and Leader, 
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they ſtil] abide in darkneſs, and are not redeemed and delivered, and that is 
the thraldom and bondage, where many yet remains: who have been vifited 
wich the day- ſpring from on high, they do not love nor obey the Light when 
it ſprings and manifeſts it ſelf unto them, and ſo they keep themſelves in their 
ow.1 ſorrow and miſery, by loving and obeying darkneſs 3 for if the Light be 
followed in love, as being only true, theie is nor an abiding in darkneſs, but a 
coming to the Light of Life , and ſo Chriſt ſaid, 1 am the Light of the World, 
he that followeth me ſhall not abide in darkneſs , which thing is true in him, and 
inall thoſe that follow him, for in the appearance of his Light the darkneſs paſ- 
ſech away, and the power of it groweth weaker, and then comes redemption 
and deliverance out of Darkneſs unto thoſe thac love and obey the Light, and 
ſo they come out of the pollutions and defilements into that which is pure, and 
holy, and righteous, and theſe are only the people which are found to the praiſe 
& glory of God z for who have been viſited, 8 do not obey the Lord,they are 
nor found to his praiſe and glory, but are found in that by which God is diſhon- 
oured 3 and who have taſted of the good Word of God, and the powers of the 
Wotld to come, and have ſeen many great & wonderful things, and afterwards 
v0 from the Light, and loſe their ſtedfaſtneſs, they are nor found to the 
praiſe and glory of God, but diſhonoureth his Name & Truth and People, for 
they that ſometimes did own the Light to be true (or Truth it ſelf) and for a 
* ſealon rejoyced init, and as Diſciples took up the Croſs to follow it, and now 
are grown weary of walking in the narrow way, and ſo are gone back and fol- 
lows no further, they cannot be found to the praiſe and glory of God, but are 
ſound to diſhonour him, by departing from him, and taking liberty to ſatisfie 
the fleſh, with the affeions and luſts, and har is the birth of fleſh and blood, 
and of the will of man, whatſoever may be pretended of the Birth of God, or 
of retaining a meaſure of Light and Truth co waicupon God in their own parti- 
culars , that ſpirit which ſo draweth back, and cauſeth any to depart from the 
Way of Truth, and from the holy Commandment given. of God, it is a falſe 
ſpirit, and ſo an enemy to the true Spiric, & thoſe that follow it and live init g & 
though ſome may ſay, That to withdraw and depart from that which they have 
ſometimes obſerved.in outward praQtice, is not to withdraw or depart from 
the Truth, bur rather a growth, anda going forward in it; but that will nor 
hold to be true iftried by the Truth ir ſelf z and for want of ſucha trial many 
have wronged themſelves: forif there had been a true trial, before there had 
been ſuch a cloſe joyning, the matter would have appeared otherwiſe, and the 
deceiveablen<(s would Bo been ſeen under the covering, and all that walked 
in the Light did ſee it, and were preſerved; for Truth is unchangeable in all irs 
wayes, though in degrees it appears more glorious, and being an immutable 
unalterable power, it alwayes juſtifies irs. own work and order from one degree 
ro another g and they that really go forward in the Truth, and cetain ir in their 
particulars to wait upon God, they cannot poſlibly diſeſteem or deſpiſe any 
aRiſe which in the T ruth is obſerved, and in and by which they have often 
een refreſhed , (for mark) Where the carkaſs is, thither will the Eagles reſort x 
and this in the beginning did draw to meer together witha willing mind, for 
a3 the Word of Life was miniſtred by ſach as God appointed, ſo the vertue of 
it cauſed reſort unto it, and the ſame thing being yet preſerved and continued, 
and alſo much increaſed, according to - of wiſdom in which ic did 
begin,how can any Jay a ſufficient ground for their withdrawing and departing 
from it * or how.can any tiuly ſay, that they are gone forward inthe Truth, 
or 
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or that they retain a'mealure of it tro wa.t upon God in their own. particulars ? 
for the Everlaſting power of the Lord God doth ytr.continde amongſt thoſe 
that fear him, and the Word of Life loweth, -andis yet ininiltred in the Al- 
ſemblies of the Righteous, and all the fairhtull meeteth wirhit- ina large. and 
plentiful meaſure, and it yeildeth the lame vertue unto refreſhment and non- 
riſhment as in the beginning, and keeperh che ſame jacgmenr upon Tranſ 
ref[ors; and hereby it is manifeſt, that the Power changes not, nor the 
Word of Life ceaſeth not, but ſome are rather willing to crate from obeying 
the Truth, and rodepart from tlie holy Commandment given of 1Godz' and 
ſo it had been better they kad never known its unleſs they repent and 1terurn; 
but ſuch things are permitted to happen, that they which are approved may be 
made manifelt, and that the Lord may be magnified in ſtrerclying ſorth-liig 
Arm for the recovery of ſuch who in their (implicity have'beeh turned afide } 
and though ſome may think that they. ate. gotten above the aſſemblies of rhe" 
Righteous, and the miniſtration of the power (which is the! Goſpel) and thaf 
they are now more large and uniyerſ1l in their love, yertrthat power w hich they 
delpiſe, as a thing below them, w:ll b:uiſe the head of char (picit which hath life 
them up, and all that abide in that power will live the longer life, and the loye 
which is in the Light where the Righteous have their ſellowſhip; it will remairi 
whenall che pretended univerſal love is gone y for the love which is univer- 
(al isin God, and that love is pure, and cannot joyn to any impure thing, ro 
have gnicy or fellowſhip with ics for if ic were ſo, then there is no diſtinvtion, 
between righteouſneſs and unrighteouſne(s, but there is a diſtintion, for as 
wuch as righteouſneſs is always juſtified, and uncighteouſnets alwayes con - 
demned, and fo it 1s as poſſible to joyn the Eaſt and Welt cogether, as to joy 
righteouſneſs and untighteouſneſs in unity and fellowthip , and who walks in 
the Light in which. is the univerſal Love of God, they cannot have fellow- 
(hp wich the gnfruicfull works of darkneſs, buris made toreprove them, and 
ſothe Light is the ſame now as in the Apoſtles dayes, and they thar live in itare 
of the ſame mind as they were, and they could not have fellowſhip with un- 
fruicfull works of darkneſs, but reproved them 3 and the Apoſtles were inthe 
univerſal Love of God, and God never loved Fſas: therefore all ſuch had 
need conſider what they are gone from, and what they are joyned unto, leſt 
they ſo long withſtand the Lord until the day of viſitation paſs over, for it is 
certain that all ſuch as have forſaken the Aſſemblies of the Righteous, and 
diſeſteemes, or rather deſpiſes the miniſtration of the Goſpel, that they have 
filled themſelves with high imaginations, and ſurfers with their own fulneſs . 
and ſo they loath the Life and Yertue which is ſweeter than the hony comb. 
and with their own fulne(s they grow wanton, and makes themſelves merry Fi 
bove the Witneſs, and ſo with the fleſh are committing whoredom and un- 
cleanne(s 3 but that which is begotten in an unlawfull bed, muſt-not inherit the 
Kingdom of God, that birth is not the Heir of Life, nor cannot have an inhe- 
ritance with the Saints in Lightz (mark) ir is the Saints in Light which inhe- 
rits, it is their lot only which fallerh into thar ground, and there is none car 
partake of their goodly heritage, bur who are born ofthe ſame Life ; for thoſe 
chat arefull and wanton, and in their fulneſs and wantonneſs joytis to a harlor 
they have no partin the Kingdom of God and of Chriſt ,' bir as they ſow Kh 
the fleſh, ſo of the fleſh they muſt reap corruption, and this isagrief unto the 
righteous, that any who had a beginning in the Light and Spirit ſhould 5b hack 
2pain into the fleſh, and in that ſtace to think they are pefeR, and that their 
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perfection is of a higher degree than thoſe who keeps in the Nor, 4 8nd Spirit 
where they did begin , for that meaſute of Light and Spirit W ch was firſt 
manifeſt from God to ſpread abroad his Truth 4n this day; it was #nd-is per- 
fect, it was, and is his good and perfe gift,” it came from'tum as from the Fa- 
ther of Light, with whom is no variablenefs or ſhaddow of rurning4* then that 
which is variable and turning, is not the gift-of God, and they thatate varied 
arid turned from the Aſſemblies of the 1ghreous, 'and fram-the Miniftration of 
the,Gaſpel, they are gone from the gift of God that is perfect, and the higheſt 
degree of their perfection is perfect ſyurmifings, and perfect prejudfee, ' and 
erfect enmity, and this flate will never ſtand as a perfe& fate before. the 
ord z, and itis with ſuch, as whena hungry man dreameth, and behold he 
eaterh 3 bur when he awaketh his ſoul is empty and this is the greateſt-decei- 
yveablene(s in the higheſt myſtery of iniquity for to be deceived in ſpiritual 
things as. to the immortal Soul, is the greateſt deceiveableneſs, and all from 
the Light which.is the good and perfe&t pit of God are ſodeceived, foras they | 
re! from the Light, they are in darkneſs, and in darkneſs they fleep and 
| = ; for they thar ſleep, ſleepin the night, and in their ſleeping and dream- 
ing, it is, asif they were eating: [but mark) when they awaken their Souls 
are empty z and (oall that goes from the Lighe and Life, and falls aſleep and 
dreameth, they are deceived with their dreams 3 and by ſuch a dreaming viſion 
many ſimple ones have been deceived , and all that are turned aſide from the 
Way of Life, and aredeparted from the Aſſemblies of the upright in heart, 
they are all deceived by a viſion which had its beginning in fleeping and dream- 
iog, and all che perfeQion thatis in it, is but as a vapour that flyeth in the Air, 
and the Souls of ſuchare empty who have received the viſion, and are fleep- 
ing & dreaming in it: therefore all to be awakened who are fleeping & dream- 
ing in the night, andturn tothe Light and Day which they have deſpifed, thar 
they may come to ſee that their Souls are empty, whilſt they are ſurferting with 
their own fulneſs, and ſo come to be undeceived by the manifeſtation of the 
Everlaſting Truth, and be recovered out of the Snare in which they are taken, 
and it is only the conſideration of the Soul, and love unto ir, that preſſeth to 
the manifeſtation of theſe dangers, and alſo to che manifeſtation of Truth, that 
ſuch as are fallen into them may not always be entangled with them, but come 
to the Light and Spirit again in which chey did begin, tharby the Light, Spirit 
and Power of the Lord God, their Captivity may return, for Facob is in 
mournjag, and 1ſrael in heavineſs whilſt the Captivity remajns, and the 
Lambis ſlain, though prerended to be followed , and the Lordof Life is cruci- 
fied, and the univerſal Love of God is itraitned, and thisis not a ſtate where- 
in ba can rejoyce and 1ſrae/be glad, but that which in this ſtate rejoyces 
andis glad, it is appointed for heavinels, and a day of ſorrow, oh that there 
might not bearefiſter of the Power of God, or a withſtander of his Arm, by 
which he doth valiantthings z for that ſpirit which hath drawn from the Way 
of Truth, and hath brought in ſurwiſings, prejudice and enmity, ir muſt come 
under the power of the Lord to be judged and condemned ; and who have any 
tenderneſs remains in their hearts towards God, or any ſimple -love to his 
Truth and People, let all give up that =o to be judged, as their greareſt 
enemy, and not to run in that ſpirit from the Judgment Seat for then it will fall 
heavy. upon them in the latter end, and the Lord will be clear in that he hath 
waited to be gracious,and hath nor ceaſed to viſit by many faichful Warnings , 
for though the njght viſion did create, and bring forth a manifeſt cppoſition » 
the 
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the Truth and Power of God, yet the Truth and Power of God ſpreads abroad 
and proſpers, and all the Whirlwinds pafleth away, and the Children of Light 
yer lives in the ſtill & quier day,8 the Lord blows upon that ſpiric which blows 
againſt his Truth, and iis going into it$air, & all chat ir cattieth up with it will 
be driven about as clouds of darkneſs, but the Righteous rejoyces; and are 
glad in the Lord, for their Foundation ftandeth ſure, and their Building un- 


' thaken, and it is the ſame Foundation upon which they now ſtatid, as in the 


beginning, it is unalterably ſo, and the Lord is with chem as {ii the beginning, 
and they love his W ord as in the beginning, and hayt nnity and wid in 
the Light, as inthe ws py» and that which was im rhe begitning is their 
food and cloathing, and rhey ſhine in the glory of righteouſneſs which is their 
Garment, and ſo they have kept the beginning z and proſpers ini tHat which 
was in the beginning, which is the ſame ro day and for eyer, and there is no 
end of its goodneſs, and they that are gone away, as if God was departed from 
the Aﬀſemblies of the Righteous, they are departed from” God in themſelves, 
and ſo have loſt the ſence and feeling of him in chat way by which he appearech 
wich the Faithful, for his Power and Glory is more abundantly ſeen in the Af- 
ſemblies of his People, and they that cannor ſee him and find him there, it 
is they that are departed from God, but God is not departed from thoſe that 


love him & worſhips him , 8 that is their joy & Crown of rejoycing, that they 


are counted worthy to ſerve the Lord, and to feel his Preſence 5 and norwith« 
ſtanding there hath appeared great oppoſictions, not only in a way of out- 
ward Perſecution, but alſo in ſeveral other ways and manners, and ſome- 
times from ſuch as once in meaſure had received Truth, and made a 
profeſſion of it, yet the Lord hath carried on his own work; and Truth 
hath proſpered from the beginning, by which ic is manifeft that Cod is nor 
departed, but is the ſame unto all, and wich all chat wait upon him, for 
there could be no proſperity if God was departed z bar there is proſpe- 
rity, yea, a great increaſe, and many tender Plants are ſpringing and bud- 
ding, and many are grown to be Trees of Righteouſneſs, of the Lords plan- 
ting, and inthe ſtrength of the Lord they ſtand as Pillars in his Houſe, and 
there is nodecay nor want inthe Family, all the Gatners are rich with tore, 
and their Land isa Land of plenty, and all chatare departed odt of the Houſe 
are gone into Famine, and are decayed as Branches that wanteth nouriſhmenc 
from the Root , and herein the great and aniverſal Love of God is manifelt to 
his People, who hath cauſed his Light to ſhine in their hearts, and alſo drawn 
their hearts cojoyn unto it, ſorhat it is become the moſt precioas thing b 

them to be defired, and as they have been faichfull ro ic from the beginning, ſo 
ic ſtill remaineth wich them, 8 ſpreads abroad its power more fully and largly ; 
and though ſome mightbe drawn away inthe beginning who where convin- 
ced, and felt the yower, yet as their hearts are joyned co it again, they are 
come into proſperity z for the Lord hath cauſed their Captivity to retutn, and 
Captivicy being returned, the pure Plant increaſes with che increaſe of God,. 
and that is the increaſe in which is potperiey, all being gathered into the 
Light and Power of God they are all frairfol Branches ofa mip big z and 
ſo all that obeythe Light are united if one, and every one in their meaſure 
grows in Grace and Godlineſs, 8 in that all ſtands in the beginning and a$ they 
wait upon God in that which firſt convinced them, they are prelerved owt of 
the Net of che Fowler, & from the deceit of the Deceiver, and this is marvel- 
Jous in the eyes of many this day, for by the preſeryarion that matiy have wic- 
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neſſed, by cleaving to the Power, they certainly know that thete is not 
another thing ſufficient for that work 3 aud. ſo they keep their ſaith -in it, as 
in the greace[t ;, and ia the very time whea da;knels came upon ſome ro draw 
chem bick, then there was no whither <lſe for then to go, but to that which 
{rom the beginning had preſerved , for they were come co affurance thar he 
was the Son of God in whom they believed, and they knew that he had the 
word of Eteraal Life , and ſo they could not forlake: him, and depaic from 
him, co go to agother, but continued in h.s Love according to his Command , 
krhich, ifall had done ſo, there had not been a going away and departing 3 
bur the Serpent beguiled, as he begu:led £ve, and though he aimed to deceive 
the very Ele, yet it was not poſſible, becaule their Foundation was ſuie, and 
they were faithfullcoit, and upon the Foundation they yer ſtand, and are nor 
moved, and the Truthis precious in their eye, and the teſtimony of ir iovely 
in their hearts, and they are not weary of ſerving the Lord ,, for his power 
carries them as upon Eagles Wings, and ſuch ate not born of fleſh and blood, 
4nd of the will of man, but of God, and as Heirs of God they inherit Life and 
Immortality z and ſo they rejoyce 1a their way, and in their portion, and in 
this good oround their lot is fallen, and they have a goodly heritage, yeaa he- 
ritage above the Earth, and the glory of its for in the Seed and Life they have 
found the heavenly Treaſure, and the Pearl of great price z and: as their af- 
tections are ſer_upon things above, ſo they do not mind to be in-love with 
chings below 3 and abiding in the Lightand Truch, they have aſure Dwell- 
ing, and a quiet Habirationz and ſo in that whichis immortal they live with 
the Lord, and one another, andare refreſhed in che Lord and one in another 
and theſe are Children which of his own Will he hath begotten by the Word 
of his Power, [ markJby the Word of his Power theſe are begotten, and they 
love the- Word of his Power which hath begotten them, and it is Milk unto 
them as Babes, and Meat as ſtrong Men, and they know the vertue and power 
of it, and cannot depart from it, and by faith in the Power they obtain vito- 
19 and ſo they keep the Faith, and do not make ſhipwrack of it, and by 
faith tl.ey ſtand, and from the beginn:ng they have kept in the way thatis 
200d, and. have not cunningly deviſed Fables, bur by the manifeſtation of 
Truth have appioved themſelves unto God, and theſe are they which of his 
own Will he hath begotten by che Word of his Power, who love the Word 
of his Power that hath be gatten them, and by the Word of his Power he u 

holds them: it is that they lean upon, and cleave unto inall their trials,diſtreſs 
and tribulations, and it hath been, and is their ſtrength from oue degree of 
godlineſs unto another, and from one degree of faith ro another ; and ſo from 
degree to degree they have followed the Loid in humbleneſs of mind, and 
he hath and doth give his Grace unto them, aud exalts them into honour, and 
they are honourable and beloved in his fight, and chough ſome that came our 
with them be gone from them, yer the Truth is the ſame, and they are the 
ſame in the Truth for as they have kept inthe Truth from the beginning, (0 
they have not wavered nor changed, but in all things have been found faith- 
full wherein Truth hath been concerned, and many whoſe dear and precious 
lives have been given up as a Teſtimony to ir, and many whoſe ſufferings and 
tribulations doth yet remain for the Truth ſake and it is no leſs in {uch as 
now depart from the teſtimony, and turns againſt ir, then a trampling upon 
the Blood and Sufferings of the Faithfull, and ſo a trampling under foot rhe 
Son of God, and doing deſpite to the Spirit of Grace 3 and ſuch are gone fiom 
the 
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the Grace of God in themſclves, and fo runs into the liberty that pleaſeth the 
vain mind which cannot bear the yoke , and in that Sea of 1:berty in vanity the 
fle(h is pleaſed, 8& from that Sea cometh all the great (welling words of vanity in 
the likeneſs of Truth, but the Sea is bounded, beyond which it cannot paſs, & 
in that which bounds the troubled Seas the faithfull are preſerved from being 
(wallowed up and they thar are fallen into this Ocean, they are fallen from 
the Rock (Chriſt Jeſus) who is the beginning and ending, the firſt and laſt , 
and fo they are gone from the chief corner ſtone the Elect and precious, upon 
which che Building is ficly framed, and groweth unto an holy Temple in the 
Lord ( fo mark) the Building is ficly framed upon the Rock, and not upon the 
Sea; and upon the Rock the Building ſtandeth and groweth unto an holy 
Temple 3 and fo the Power of the Rock raiſeth the Building which is framed 
upon it, and there is a perfect union between the Foundation and Building, 
and a perfe& union in the Building , for itis framed and compacted by his 
hand who is Lord of all, ſo it is united, and no where out of order , for that 
which is out of order is not framed and compacted in the Building which ſtands 
ypon the Rock, and chough it may appear as framed, compacted and buil- 
ded, yet it is noruniced tothe Foundation : but the Lord hath pleaſure in his 
own Building, as being his own work : and it grows to be an holy Temple, 
and he fills it with his Preſence and Glory , and beſides this Foundation which 
God hath laid, there is no man can lay another, nor no man can build another 
Building to be an holy Temple for him, therefore all foundations and buil- 
dings which man hach y and builded muſt come to naught, for it is only 
his'own Work that muſt ſtand and remain, and ſo he bath been building up- 
on his own Foundation, and he hath framed a Building according unto his 
pleaſure, and he cauſerh the Building to grow unto an holy Temple for him- 
ſelfrowalkinz and ſo he walks in the Temple, and dwells in the Temple 
which is holy, and this is his own Work from the beginning, 

For when the Lord appeared to make known his Truth, in this day there 
was no building framed, bur all in ſeveral Forms and Profeſſions ſcattered, and 
he beheld ir, and his eye pitied, and then was his Love manifeſt ro the ſcarte» 
red, and with his Light he opened cheir eye that was darkned, and many came 
to ſee that their foundation was ſandy, and that their building could not ſtand 
ſafely z and as the Lord was minded in this Morning of Light, or ſpringing of 
his Day, ſo more Light brake forth from his fulneſs, and the day more appea- 
red, and dangers came tobe more clearly ſeen; and when dangers were dif- 
cerned inthe Light, there was a fear came upon many co behold them 3 for as 
they ſaw their foundation to be ſandy, ſo they came to be ſenſible that it would 
fail, and their building fall, and that they could nor ſtand in ſafery, if the 
did there remain, and inthe ſence of their danger they were made to ceaſe 
from building, and to cry unto the Lord for help z for they came ro ſee with 
the Light that was breaking forth, thar the Lord would overturn their founda- 
tion and building: and though ſome had long been working and building, yet 
they were made willing to give itall up, and ro become nothing as to what they 
had done and being mindful of the Light which had opened their eye, and 
made them ſenſible of their danger, and waiting in fear and humbleneſs of 
mind, the Lord revealeth a ſure Foundation of his own laying, and he. called 
the ſcattered to come into it z and as his voice was obeyed he ſtretched forth his 
Arm and gathered, and with the ſtrength of his Love he made many willing 
to be at his diſpoſingzand then he began to work upon their hearts by his Pow- 
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er, and to frame-their hearts according to the nature of his own. Foundation, 
for all were out of order until the Lord began to work by his mighty power, 
there was not one ſtone framed fit for his Bu:1ding, bur'all were rough, and 
could not be'layed and compacted together z and in this condition the Lord 
found the children of men in this day of his appearance, he did not find them 
framed, and ſo fit for building ; bat he found them as ſuch upon whom the 
Plain had not gone, and for his Name ſake he took the work into his own 
Hand, and his work reached to the heart which was out of order, and then ma- 
ny cameto feel the Lord working in them by his power, and came to know 
that it was the Lord, which they never knew before ; and as they came to 
know God by the work of his Power in their hearts, ſo they came to ſtand in 
fear before him, and not knowing what the Lord would: do' by ſuch a mani- 
feſtation and operation of his Light and Power, they were brought to ſtand 
{till in-filenceand to wait for the effe, and then did he open the Treaſures of 
his Love-and ſhewed chem his Salvation, and alſo ſhewed chem his Judgement 
ſeat before which they were to ſtand, and they were made willing to appear 
before him, and co be judged by him 3 and he cauſed his Judgment to paſs 
thorow them for the caſting our of that ſpirit which wrought iniquity, and for 
the killing of that life which had pleaſure ig vnrighteouſneſs, and (o his Judg- 
ments were found to be juſt, and he was found to be righteous, for he 
judged nothing bur that which was contrary to the purity of his own Life, 
and was the burthen of the immortal Soul, and that is for judgment in all 
where ever it remains, and (o he began and proſpered his work in the hearts of 
thoſe that did abide the day of his coming, and they can ſer to their ſeal thar 
God istrue ; and whilſt the wicked ſtood in his fight he was terrible in his : 
pearance, and whilſt corruption remained he was dreadful to behold, for his 
Word was as a Fire & a Hammer upon the tranſgreſſing nature, & ſohis Fame 
hath gone, and his Hammer hath wrought for the purging of the conſcience 
from dead works, and for the raifing and bt inging forth of life and immortality, 
and ſo by his power he hath ſquared and framed the hearts of many, and hath 
made them fit for his build-ng, and he hath fixed and united them to his 
foundation (which is Chriſt the Rock) and in him he hath fixed & uniced them 
one to another, and ſo the building and foundation are joyned in one nature, and 
the buildng is fitly framed and grows unto an holy Temple, it doth not de- 
cay and fall, but grows and proipers in the Light, Life agd Power, and ſince 
the beg'nning the Lord hath enlarged it more abundantly, and hath raiſed ir 
into honour and glory,and herein his works hath been ſeen from the beginning 
by all that have Bs in tae beginning, whoſe eye have been to the Lord in tha 
by which he firſt made himſelf known unto them 3 and this is the foundation 
and building that ſtandeth, and will ſtand as being only the Lords , for man 
hath been wholly excluded from the work, that the excellency of the Power 
might appear to be of God,and that he alone mighthave the glory in it,and by 
itz and ſoit is not the Wiſe, nor Mighty, nor Prudent of the world that 
brooght topaſs the things which now are witneſſed by the Righteous, but the 
Arm of the Lord hath done it, and his Power is exalted in it, and by it, and 
his Power triumpheth over all contrary ſpirits that would lay his building 
waſte, and many can now ſay as in times paſt, We are God's Husbandry, we 
are God's Building, the Seed which is ſprung up is of God, and the Building 
is framed by him, and he waters his Seed, and bears up the Pillars of his Buil- 
ding, and therefore his Seed and Building grows and proſpers and triumphs 
in 
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in ViRory,and here the goings on with the Lord is known from the beginning; 
for he hath led many by the hand, and carried 'many in his Boſom, and ſuch 
have been with him from the beginning, they have not run out of either hand; 
or turned back again, but have kept their Habitation in the holy Temple which 
the Lord buildeth, and where his Honor dwelleth,- and ſo have always wal- 
ked with the Lord, and the Lord with them: but who are deparred from the 
miniſtry of the Word of Life, or utter words, and not in the Life, they are 
not alwayes with the Lord, nor the Lord with them 3 and ſo they are to mind 
the Light to be their ſtay, and to ſtay their minds upohi God, and keep to the 
Truth as the Principte which inſtraRerh inthe right may: that Life and Vercue 
may ſpring, and Unity and Fellowſhip grow 8 increaſe , for all that have kept 
tothe Truch, as the Principle, they have been preſerved by the Power of it,and 
have eſcaped many dangers which others have fallen into for want of Watch- 
falneſs,. f6r he'that is begotten of God keepeth himſelf, and the wicked one 
coucherh him not, he keeps himſelf in the Power by which he is begotren, and 
into that Power rhe wicked One cannot come to touch him, and ſo the begot- 
ten of God is kept from the Wicked Oneby the Power, which begets him, and 
by the Power is alwayes helped in the needful time, and here # vi Righteous 
dwell ſafely under the Banner which is ſpread over them, they do not depart 
from the Teſtimony of the Word of Life, neither do they utter words as a 
Teſtimony out, of the Life, but lives and dwells in the Life as in their Habira- 
tion z and they that do not dwell in this Habitation they utter words from a 
wrong motion, but who keeps their Habitation in che Life, che Life is in their 
Miniſtry and Teſtimony, for ſuch' lives in the Word of Life, and ſo preaches 
the Word of Life in its own power, and the ſound of that Word of Life and 
Power goes thorow death and darkneſs, and reaches the true and faithful Wit- 
neſs, and this is a joyful ſound by which the Captive is made glad, and this 
ſound is gone forth into the World, and the words of it to the ends of the 
Earth, and many that were inthe Graves are raiſed up by it, the dead hath 
heard the voice of the Son of God and lives, for it hath quickned and given 
Life to as many as received the Teſtimony of it into their hearts, and they that 
keeps it, andabides in it, they live by it, and ſach cannot forget it, nor the be- 
nefirs they have received by'it, but eſteemes ir and prefers it above all other 
things, and (o they do not let the benefirs flip out of their minds, bur retains 
them in that from which they have received them, and ſo they keep in the 
beginning, and goes forward in the beginning, for it clearly manifeſteth that 
ſuch as depart from the Way of Truth, and from the holy Commandement gi- 
ven of God, thatthey have not kept in the beginning, butloſt it, and ſo have 
loſt the ſence of benefits which in the beginning they received, and now makes 
metry above the Witneſs, and grows wanton upon the Earth, and whar can the 
end of theſe things be but diſtreſs, ſorrow and miſery , for all that have known 
the Lord in any meaſure, and have turned their backs upon him, they can- 
not lie down in peace, except they repent, and therefore that all might mind 
their own conditions, & not to refiſt & ſtrive againſt that which ſeeks their eter- 
nal good, but ſubmit unto it, with a lowly and humble aiind, that the vapours 
which darkens their underſtanding may'be removed;and the night viſion ceaſe, 
and the Word of Life become precious to them as in the beginning 3 for the 
Lord hath gathered a Flock which keeps together in his Light, Life, Power 
and Wiſdom, and he is their Shepherd and Biſhop of their Souls, and: as 
they abide with him, they cannor be ſcattered any more; for the good _ 
er 
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herd leads them, & keeps them, & the Biſhop. of their Souls overſees them, 
rakes care for chem 5 and the Paſture-of his Life-is their delight and well be- 
ing, and fo the Lord God exalts' his. everlaſting; Truth over: all, and his 
Work proſpers againſt every aſſault. that would lay-it waſte, and the pure 
"Truth ſprings. and (preads and triumphs, - and the Lamb'and'the Saints have 
the: V.tory,,.and mult have the Victory, and in the Yieory they rejoyce and 
ae exceeding;glad 4 for they know that their labour is not in vain in the Lord, 
and by many wafallible proofs the Lord doth evidence that they are his,and that 
the labour of true Labogrers doth ſtand in his Councel and Wiſdom, and the 
Lord Gods Witneſs for them chat they labour in his Service, for as much 
35 he makes chem uſeful both to the gathering and confirming many, and ha- 
ving ſuch a certain evidence of the Lords Power with them, they minde their 
Labour:and ſervice z and though ſome, which in the beginning was the fruic 
of cheir Labour, be gone from thatin which they then received their Teſti- 
mony, and now reckons their Labour and Service to be uſeleſs, yet the Lord 
reckons their Labour and Service uſeful for himſelf, and many that ftandeth 
as the ſeal of their Apoſtleſhip and Miniſtry ; and having the ſeal they con- 
tinue their Labor in the work of God, and cannot ceaſe to publiſh the ever- 
laſt.ng Goſpel z but goeth on with the Lord, and the Lord with chem, and 
they are a bleſſing in his Hand for converting ſinners from their way, and for e- 
ſtabliſhing che righteous in their goings, and whoſoever riſes up to oppoſe the 
work of the Lord in the Goſpel-miniſtration, they muſt certainly fall and 
wither as the mown graſs; for the good Seed is ſown, and many have recei- 
ved it into the good ground, and fruit is brought forth according to increaſe, 
and the Lord God hath his honour and glory by it, and this is the ſweer ſavour 
which proceedeth from the Almighty to ſeaſon the Earth, for the Earth hath 
brought forth corruptible fruit, which is unſavoury, and now the Lord God 
is ſeaſoning,.the Earth with the ſavour of his Life, and the Teſtimony of Life 
ſpreads abroad, that the Earth may be ſeaſoned z and the Everlaſting Goſpel 
1s preached over the Beaſt, and the Whore, and falſe Prophet, and many have 
received.it into their hearts, and walks according to the Trath of ir, and be- 
cauſe of the good ſayour they are in love withit, and ſo the Truth and Powex 
of the Lord God judges down, and goes over the head of the Serpent, 
and the Lamb reigns, and maſt reign, and under his Government the Saints 
rejoyces. 


A ſhort Teitimony anto Goſpel - Meetings and Fellowſhip, ec. 


T He Everlaſting God having called and ſeparated a people by the mani- 
feſtation of his Lighc, Spirit and Power from the ways, cuſtoms and 
worſhips which are obſerved amongſt ſuch as be in the Fall and in the Apoſta- 
cy, he hath gathered them into anew and living Way, and into a holy and 
ſpiricual Worſhip, and in the leadings of hisSpirit they follow him according 
to his Mind and Will, and in his Wiſdom and Counſel he orders them to meer 
together, and to wait upon him in his fear, not in the way, nor after the man- 
ner as others do who know not his Mind and Will in what they do, butas a 
diſtin and ſeparated people from all that meet accordingto the Commandmenc 
of men, they meer according to the Commandment of God, and this is a meet- 
ing according to the Truth of the Goſpel, for the Saints in Primitive times 
did not meet to wait upon God, and worſhip him amongſt the Jews Dove 
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Synagogues and Temple, but by the Light and Spirit were (eparzted from their 
Worthip, and in the Light aad ſpirit they mec together in ſuch places, at ſuch 
times as the Lord ordered and appointed z and they met diflindly and apart 
both from the Jews and Gentiles in their way and worth:p.,, and did not meet or 
joyn with them to obſerve their p:aCtiſe, as may be ſeen 11 5:3e- Scriptures of 
Truth.for when Chrift aſcended he commanded his Diſciples totarry at Jeruſalem 
until they were endued with Power from on high : (ſo matk) he commanded that 
they thould carry at Feruſalem, and meet together, and wait for the Power to 
endue then, and being met together with one accord in one place: (mark again) 
being mer together, there was a Goſpel meeting according to the Command- 
menc of the Lord, And #n that meeting the holy Gho# fell upon them,&$ they ſpake 
as the ſpirut gave them utterance ; (mark again) they did not go forth before 
they had received the Power, nor they. did not ſpeak before. the Spirit gave 


* them utterance z but having received,the Spirit and'Power, they then ſpeak in 


the Spirir, and went forth to declare, che things of God in- his Power, and in 
the Spiric and Power which they had received they gathered Meetings diſtin- 
ly both from Jews and Gentiles, and.they continued their, Meetings, and did 
not ceaſe to meet aſter they had. received the Spirit.and Power, and they were 
not only ſeparaced from the Jews and Gentiles 2s,t0, their worſhip, but they 
alſo received power toteſtifie againit the worſhips which Jews and Gentiles ob- 
ſerved ; for Stephen teſtified againſt the Temple-worſhip, and Paul againſtthe 
Athenians Worſhip, and-this was theis love to God, his Truth and Worſhip, 
and alſo love to the Souls of ſuch as-were ignorantly worſhipping; and herein 
chey diſcharged a good Conſcience tpwards God, foraſmuch as -they labored 
co open the underſtandings,of ignogant'Worſhippers, by teſtifying againſt theie 
Workhips ; and as they met togerher, and worſhipped -God in, his Spuit-and 
Truth, ſo they kept theix My in his fear, .and.djd not forſake: the aſſem- 
bling of chemſelves, but with all diligence obſeryed che Way and.Qrder of the 
Spirit which they had received of God t& meet toggther,, and.to worſhip God 
in.z and their Meetings were formed and orderedrof the L,ordgtand by hisap- 
pointment z they were;fiot formed,'qrdered or appointed;of man, or by man; 
but the Hand of the Lord was in the forming,ordering and appointing of them z; 
and they that ſometimes gbſerved them, and: thendey eds | from them, they 
departed from the holy Commandment:;givep of God ;::and (o/ir doth clearly. 
appear that the Meetings of the holy Peophqr(called 280kexs) are;conſtitutedy 
ordained and commanded of God, ,foiztmuch as: they: aniwer-to-the Saints 
Meetings in primitive times, being farmed & appoinigh of God, as their Meet- 
ings were, and being allo obſerved inthe ſame Light; Spiric, Life and Power 5 
8 10 their Meetings are no.new thing.ihcu]y examined add;compared with the: 
putity of the Goſpel times, bu theitMegtings ar+ of he Grſt'gonſtitationand. 
appointment of God among Chriltiass,,and ſo hath4be-firit place ia Chriſtian 
Practice, Service and Wozſkip yr {01.45 they Rand by Appointunentand Com-: 
mandment of God, ſo they are more-warthy to begþſerved thenany Meetings 
that ſtand by the commandment. and appointment.of fnen;; 19h: ol char 
love God, they do obſeryethemras his Ganmands and by: keepihg:his.Com- 

mand they wnifeſt thagxlivy> love him 3; [and many thus doth. inaviſelt;cheix; 
love unto Godin afſembling and meetingowgetheragcording:to. his ;Appoine- 
mentand Command, and his Commiadd ignot grigzays; busjeyous unto them x; 
for by obſerving and keeping his Command) they,have found hitw-iri his-owes 
Way, and ſo keeps their Meetings unto Gad, and not-unto--men {and this is 
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the glorious Light that is broken forth again throughthe Night of Apoſtacy, 
and in which Goſpel-meetings are ordered again, as was before the Apoſtacy, 
and the Everlaſting Goſpel is preached again as inthe Apoſtles dayes, and 
Chriſtianity is known again as was amonglt them, and the worſhip of God is 
obſerved again in their Light, Life and Spirit, and the Way of Life and 
Peace 15 walked in, as was by them ; and ſoall things are made new'by the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt, in his Light and Power,and yer nothing new in it felf, as ro 
che ground, but only made new by a ſeparation and diſtinMion from the old : 
fot all that man harh conftiruted, ordained and ſet up, as te Wcrſhip and Re- 
ligion,it is ofche,pld nature, and ſo old things, but Chriſt makes all thingsnew, 
and yet in himſelf before all things; and he hath broeght forth that again which 
Darkneſs hath over ſpread fince the primitive times, which being {© large a 
time kept under darkneſs, it now appeareth new, diftincly from the old, and 
rhough this be new as to the appearante of it-out of the old 3 yet Chriſt, who 
brings ic forth in himſelf, he is the beginning of all ; and ſo he is the firſt and 
good Old Way, as in relation to foregoing Ages z and alſo the Jaſt, and new 
and Living Way, in relation to ſucceeding Ages, and he hath gathered a 
people to hiraſeſ who walks with him, as in the new and living Way, andin 
him they meet and worſhip God,and —_— his Preſence , and having found the 
Lord in his/own Way, and walking with the Lord im his own Leadings, they 
. cannot walk in any other way, nor meet ro worſhip'Ged in any other manner 5 
ſor there is'but one way tharleadeth unto God, and inwhich he is worſhipped, 
and that is:Chriſt the Light, and Truth and Life, and that way being found, 
all other ways axe to be denied as leading from-God, and that is the ground why 
ſuch as have found the new and Living Way,' and 'walk in it, cannot walk in 
the old and dead:ways,which by the old-nature of men are fer up & preſcribed, 
bur.cleavertito the Way -which- God'hath prepared and appointed , thac they 
ſhould walk'inz- and chereforethe holy People (called Backers) who walkin 
the Light and Spirit cannot walk-in-the Wayes, or obſerve the-worſhips in an 
Form or Profeſion which wmade and fer'up by:men, as knowing thar Chrilt 
Jeſus is not their way, '/fiofthar their worſhip is conftirated and ordained of 
God ; und xherefore they. cannot meet with-chem, nor walk with them, nor 
worthip with them, butmeers inthe Spirit,” and walks in the Spirit, and wor- 
ſhips Godin "the Spirit; who's a Spirit ;'and this is a Goſpel- Meeting, and 
Way, and\'Wotſhip.as tithe Pridmitipetimes ; and a} other meetings, wayes 
and worthipSareconſtiryred and {er tiphhnce the /primitive times, _ they are 
Hoke debied and Forſiheen. as having no-lffe-inthem-, for rhough the Lord 
mightonce appear in Meetings, Wayes and Worthips which were of aJower 
degree thanthat which now:he hath coveaJed, iandirharthe render-in heart did 
meer with ſontething of God'm ſuchMeeritigs, Wayesand Wornhips, yet char 
doth notbiad the Lord r04a-concinuance 19 fach meerings,' -wayes and wor- 
ſhips ,/ neither isir 'a ſpfficzent ground for any 40: continge in'them now the 
Lord hath appeared ina higherand grearsr>Manifeftztioh of Lights for whar 
any have met withall asfromithe'Lord'in lower: Diſpenſitions,'#rwas for the 
drawing and'bringing them bighery not har God'woiltd Ge hiaſelF in thar diſ- 
tioa, or fix any uato it, but only condeſcended wieo! Jow things to bring 
arwacd into higher,8 fo 10-lead-on fromi tharwhichis below into chat which is 
above, and'fo'ro the greateſt, which'isChtiſtclhie ſulneſs, who in the appea- 
ence of his Lightiand Life dorh ſwallowup 211 ' lower: cp mw hong __ 
as to timethey-might be'of God ; and ſfo'many have ſeen the poings on x t : 
or 
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Lord in his Light, and in his Lighthave followed him, from the lower into the 
higher,” and ſo are come to live and walk in that where his Preſence remains z 
and to as many as have ſo followed him, and abides with him, they know che 
place of his Reſt, and alſo knows their reſt in him, and ſo they know the 
Lord to live inthe, and walk in them, and that he is their God, and they are 
his people 3 and in ſuch a Meeting, Way and Worſhip the Lord is found, and 
he abides and continues there in his Love, Mercy and Goodneſs , therefore 
all below are to come up into it; and all gone from it are torerurn, if they 
would walk with the Lord ; for there is not attocher way whecein any doth 
walk with the Lord, or the Lord with them: but in his Light, Life and 
Power, and in that to meet and worſhip him according to his own Appoint- 
ment and Command : for as the Lord is gathering into himſelf all lower Diſ- 
penſations, and gathering in one ſachas have been ſcattered in them, ſo all 
are to mind the Lords gathering, that in the Light, by which he gathereth, 
they may come to be made perte& in one : [mark] in one is the perfe&ion, 
which is Chriſt the Light, and Life, and Power and Wiſdome of God, in 
whoſe Light, Life, Power and Wiſdom is the Goſpel unity and Fellowſhip, 
not in outward Forms and Profeſſions, and lower Diſpenſations, but in the 
Light, and Life of Chriſt Jeſus, who is above all, and greacer then all, in 
his Light the Saints had Fellowſhip, as che Scriptures teftifie, and in his Lighs 
the Saints have Fellowſhip inthis day s and fo by one ſpirit they are all bap- 
tized into one Body, and are one Body under the Government of Chriſt the 
Head : And this is the univerſal fellowſhip in the univerſal Light, where the 


_ Spirics of Juſt Men are now known, who are gone before, and the ſpirits of 


Juſt Men now will be known by ſuch as are tocome z and ſoa perfe& Unity 
in perfe& Light of Chrift ; by which Light the Faichful are bound in a bun» 
dle of Life, and ſo in the unity of the Light and Spirit rhe Saints now meets 
and worſhips God, and build np one another in their moſt holy Faith, and 
edifies and comforrsone anorher according to the pratiſe of the Holy Men and 
Women in times paſt, and they keep the unity of rhe Spirir, which untothem 
is the bond of Peace; and though ſome may loſe the uniry by going from the 
Spirir, and ſome that may profeſs the Trath be not in unity, as not walking in 
the Spirit, yet neither doth weaken or break the unity of ſuch as lives & abides 
in the Spirit, for the Spirit Thanges not, rhongh ſome thar profeſs the Truch 
do not Walk in ity or ſome may withdraw, and depart from it : therefore the 
unity in the Spirit is certain and everlaſting, and it is the bond of Peace'to all 
that live in it. | we; 
So all are to come unto this Light and Spirit-in which the Saints meet and 
worſhip God, and in which they have unity andfellowſhip with God and one 
another: there is nothing below it will endure, nor nothing exalted above rhar 
will ſtand : for asthe Light and Spirit is the beginning, o it is the ending un- 
to all that abides in it: For all Truch is only comprehended in che Light: and 
Spirit of God, and from thence received : and rhere is not any other ing,or 
 fixb 


things, in which true and laſting Peace can be found, bur in, a meaſure of that 
Light which comes from GOD as the Fountain, and they char have fixed 
rhemſelves below the Light, they muft be 'diſ-joyned from thar anto which 
they are fixed, and ſtand looſe from2ll things which they have in Worſhip and 
Religion,'atd mind the Light which is only true, to lead them forwatd into alk 
truth; for where any are fixed to things below the Light, and will nor be dif- 
joyned and ſeparated ſrom them by the Light, they are centered in morrallity, 

or 
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or the corruptible body which preſſeth down the Soul z 'and whatſoever any 
may pretend as, to their Meetings, Wayes and Worthips to be of God, 
yet they are all formed and framed in che corruptible part, and ſo are all cor- 
; uptible offerings, which have not the Savour of incorruptible Virtue z, there- 
fore all Forms and profeſſions diltint from the Light, with all their Meet- 


ings, Worſhips and Worſhippers, they mult all forfake their Meetings, as - 


being in the corruptible part,8 as ſuch where the living God:is not to befound, 
and all come to the Light and Spirit of God which openeth the eye and un- 
derſtanding, and gives the knowledge of God and of his Way and, Truth,; all 
ro come.unto that, and follow it, and live in it, and ſo come to the Aſſemblies 
of the Righteous, and-to the Meetings of the Firſt-born of God, and with 
them co worſhip God in his Spirit and Truth, and to have unity and fellowſhip 
with them in the Light which is cheir Guide and Way, and ſo come to keep 
the holy Commandment given of God,for until che holyCommandment of the 
Lord God be kepr,the mind remains in fin and tranſgreſſion,8: there isnone in 


that Rate which are in the Saints, Worſhip and Fellowſhip, 8 ſo they muſt come |, 


to the Lighttobe redeemed from the vanity of their minds, becauſe the Pure 
and Holy God is not worſhipped with ſuch a mindztherefore the Light muſt be 
followeq as a Leader to bring out of vanity into Truth 8 Purity,and fo to ſerve 
and Worſhip the pure and holy God with apure and holy mind,and with a'fin- 
cereand upright heart, and unto this all muſt come betore their ſervice and 
worſhip be accepted of God, or before they can come to have true and laſtin 

peace with him . therefore let the wicked forſake their way and the unrighte- 
ous their thoughts, and turn to the Lord who would not the death of them thar 
dye; and ſo come our of all Forms and Profeſſions below the Light and Life, 
and come to the Light, and: meet with thoſe that meets in the Light, and 
worlbips God in Spirit and Truth, , and ſa come to keep the Ordinance of God, 
ind who are willing to come in the drawings and leadjngs of che Light and 
Spirit, ,the Lord ſtandeth Fray to.1eceivethem, and will in no wiſe caſt them 
of, as being yer the day ofhis Vifjracion : Oh, therefore, let all come whilſt 
the hand of the Lord is ſtretched forth ro gather chem, and whilſt his Arm is 
open £0 receive them, letthem come in the Light and in _the Spirit, and bow 
before the Lord,; and worſhip in his holy Temple, that all who are drinking 


the cup of Forgication, may come to the cup of Salvation, and praiſe the 


rQ. ER - | 

- "And all that;have been formerly convinced of the everlaſting Trathz and 
for a time aſſembled with the holy Congregation, and kept the holy 
Commandment given of God, and now have loſt their Guide and Way, and 
forſaken the mblies of Gods choſen, and departed from the holy Com- 
mandment,; and from the worſhip and ordinance of God, and are gortren'into 
created likenefſes, and are bowing + and worſhipping at there own Altar, 
that they all may feel that.again which firſt convinced chem, from which 
they are gone, that by its Power, it may cauſe them to return, and ſo in the 
Light and pure Spirit to come again to. the worſhip and ordinance of God , 
that as they have departed from the ordinance of God, and broken the Cove- 
nant, and gone from the true. ſe]lowſhip, ſo to return; unto that again from 
which they are departed and gone 3 and to return in ſubmiſſion and. Jowlineſs 
of mind, and tenderneſs of heart, that the Lord and his people may delight to 
receive them, and may hape. pleaſure in-chem. Oh ler all recurn from the 
barren Mountains and broken Celterns, and return to the Lord whom ory 

ave 
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have grieved by departing from him, and ler-them return gothat. which ge- 
concileth & maketh peace, that they may nog wholly loſe the benefic of former 
mercies, northe benefit of preſent and future Mercies, but remra to the Light 
and. live in it, where, mercies alwayes aboundeth, thac .az;there was a be- 
ginning in the Truth of the Goſpel y fo'to return unto. thag which.ig the 
beginning did lead in the Goſpel Way and Praiſe, and ſo retyrn tothe(Goſ- 
pel Meetings, and to the Goſpel Miniltration, and to the. Goſpel Fellaw- 
ſhip, and this whilſtit is to day, and whilſt the dore i$.open, and whilſt 
the Lord and his people are willing and ready +0 receive, let ir bear 2 
weight upon every. heart concerned, for as., much as everlaſting -peace. and 
happineſs conſiſteth in it. Ofz, wander not longer in. deſert paces, no 
-feed no longer upon corruptible things,” but feel the Seed, ,and Life and Yer- 
rue, and: with the power of the Lord God judge down. chat; ſpit: whick is 
gotten up, that the firſt-born which is gone into captivity may ſhew it ſelf. a- 
gain, and the Truth and order of the Goſpel may be hyed: in again, and 
qþe Ordinance of God kept again, and Goſpel. fellowſhip: come into again, 
that all who are departed may rerura and fand |reit for cheir Souls, | 
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eth an Inward Principle, but in practice do not anſwer the true Light; 
and many of them formerly met together ar. Nottingham Caſtle, and 
were generally known by the name. of the Caſtle Company ; and;I 
have lately had to do with ſome of;them in a private way. of writing, ani 
the Papers that 1 have received were ſubſcribed by Rice Foants:, | An- 
thony Hutchinſon , Fortune Burroughs, Iſaac Barker , Elizabeth Parſons, 
and Fobn Lauſonzand in my laſt I did enjoyn them to! publiſh what-had 
paſſed between us, by cauſing it to be printed-(with what more they had 
to ſay) bur fince I have not heard any thing of it; - and though theſe 
people are found oppoſite to the principle and pratice of the hn called 
Luakers z, yet they have never manifeſt wherein they err, or fall ſhort of 
6 K 


Truth 


T* People unto whom this foliowing matter relateth, are ſuch as hold- 
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Truth in the general z and ſome of theſe people "thaw once ihad2 ſence of 
Truth; -as in the'Light it was manifeſt, but they did notrabide'inchtdear and 
Counſel of God, and ſo loftthe right way in the beginning;” and theo turned 
apairfſt the Teſtimony of the Power, and fled the Croſs,” and/manyi were fim- 
ply berrayed by giving up their belief ro the Doctrine then propounded but 
rheLord hath gathered ſome from amongſt chem, whointhe-Truth area good 
ſayor'to che honour of it. | | l 19914 

'Nbw theſe yeople have taketi up a beliefthat rhey may keep their inward 
urits'God, andyichd their bodies co comply with outward things, and'in that 
belief they take liberty in common Cuſtoms 2nd Faſhions, as if ſpch things 
wereof no concetnment in matters of Faith and Cofilcience, and thar doth 
cledrlyevidencethar their inward Principle is nor of God 5 for where the Spiric 
of God is the inward Prirnciple,itdifpoſes the body by'its own Power, & there- 
by the Converſarion comes to be' holy, and without blame, and body, ſonl 
acid ſpirit glorifieth God, as being his z (mark) the bodyy ſoul and ſpirit are 
all tobe diſpoſed ina right order to Gods glory, and if the body. comply} wigh 
outward thirigs, and rhe mind otherwiſe teferved, ic isa mental reſervations 
or if the mind comply with the body in ſuch things as are manifeRly contrary to 
the rrae ifnvard principle, then the true principle is tranſgreſfled, anditisalto- 
gether againſt the outward ſufferings of the Prophers, Chrilt and the Apoſtles, 
who ſaffered for the Teſtimony of Truth and a good Conſcience, and their 
bodies ſuffered for _ faichfull ro their inward principle, and they did not 
ſeek away to eſcape ſufferings, by reſerving their inward principle, and yeel- 
ding their bodies cocomply with outward things, but they teſtified ro the truth 
of their inward principle, and againſt ſuch things as were contrary to ir, and 
ſo they exerciſed a Conſcience void of offence towards God and man, and if 
the inward principle of theſe people was that Spirit which teitified in the Pro- 
phe the Apdſles, then they could noÞlive infſuch chings as the 
P fag the Apoſtles reproved , and astheyflive in ſuch things, 
it i5Tfam they difpole themſelves in their liberty for their own plea- 
ſure and ſecurity 3 and the ſpirit which they are under perſwades them to be 
reſerved in their inwards, and then giveth a ſeeming ſatisfaQion and peace in 
what is done, and the generallity ofthefe people are much to be pittied, who 
have given up themſelves ta, believe ſuch an error with confidence 3 for nei- 
ther their foundation nor building are of God, bur they have layed a foundation 
inthe earchly wifom, and builds upon ic with'their own reaſoning, and ſo are 
not in Paradiſe, where man was placed in his innocency, but poſleſl eth Caix's 
City inthe Land of Nod. | 

Now in the'beginning the wiſe Creator made all things good, - and he for- 
med man of the Duſt of the Ground, and into his noſtrils he breathed the 
breath of life, and man became a living. Soul,” and the form was his Body, 
which as a veſſel was prepared to contain' the Excellency of that pnre living 
breath, and as man ſtood in communion with the Light, Power and Wiſdom 
of his Creator, his outward Form, Veſſel or Body was equally qualified with 
the Virtues and Graces of the ſame Nature, and ſo he was the Image'of God 
by creation, and his ontward Body was ordered by hisinward Principle z bur 
when he tranſgreſſed his inward Principle, his outward Body loft the qualifi- 
cations of the Vertues and Graces that were init, and chere he died; and then 
the outward Body became tainted with qualifications of darkneſs, and in the 
Loyn of the fallen Poſterity darkneſs ruleth the Body, and ſo the Body » we 
ere 
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dered by another ſpitit chen what ordered in the: beginning, and in thar ſpirit 
is the fleibly liberty of the Body, and thatis a degeneration from-the Spirit by 
which the Body was ordeted before tranſgreſſion, © | | 
And youthatare concerned in this marter may do well to cotifider your 6wn 
bodicsz for hewever it was in times paſt; as to outward bodies; yet you Etn- 
not deny.your own; and de you not underſtand generation, and by what gene- 
ration is maintained 2 and ſeeing you have outward bodies,  it-concerns-y ou 
10 mind-what ſpitic goyerns/them, and what you yield your bodies to comply 
withall.; for is is certain, that che body which complies with cottimon-cuſtorns, 
faſhions and yanities, is not governed by che true Spiricy and that your bodies 
do ſo comply.is evident/by your praRtice z / and1will you deny'the' Body to be 
the workmanſhip of God? and if it behis wvelmuaſi'o, ehen is itiript concered 
to ſerve and. honour him 2:and dothir.not ſerve and hogour him, when'by his 
Spirit it. is governed.2.and dorh.it nor the contrary when it complies with {tich 
things as are contrary to: has Spirit # and fo the body js concerted in matters of 
Faith and Conſcience; asby the'trae Spirit it is ordered and ary ; becauſe 
in that ſtate ic ſtandeth in-unicy with the Light, Power, Life 'and Wiſdom 
which is the Heavenly Treaſure, and forthe Apottle teſtified ofthe Treaſure'in 
the earthen veſſel 3 and what was che earthen veſſel in which they had the 
Treaſure 2-and did they hide 8he Treafure in.the earthen veſſel, chart ir ſhould 
not be kaown'z or did they not preactrit thatothers mighr believe in it, and 
haye benefit. by it? - and'dtd they not. thank God who- manifeſted the ſavor of 
his kaowledge by them inevery.places and ſotheydid noc walk in crafcineſs, 
or handle the. Word of God decentully, but by; manifeſtation: of: the Trach 
commended themſelves roevery mans:Conſcience.in:the fight of God, for they 
were not aſhamed of the Goſpel, becauſe they. preached [nor themſelves, bus 
Chriſt Jeſus che Lord:;.and ſo they werein the univerfal Spirit, and com- 
muaicated-their Treaſure according tothe' Wiſdom they received it in, and 


in that cheir Light did ſhine before men, and cheir good works were ſeen, agd 


God was glorified; and is your works wrought inthe Light, to ſhine and be 
ſeen to God's Glory 2 os are-they not wrought in darkneſs,” by which God is 
diſhonoured 2 andif you-ſay your works are wrought in charity, as being moſt 
agreeable to the Nature of God, and that the compliance of your bodies to ca- 
ſtoms aud faſhions is only-ſucable ro: what is obſerved amongſt people of the 
Nation , Ianſwer, that if your works were wrought in that charity which is v- 
greeable to che natu:2 of God, then you could nor yield your bodies to com- 
ply with ſuch things as are contrary to God, and though your cuſtoms and 
faſhions may be ſur2ble to the People of the Nation, yer they are no way ſuta- 
ble tothe Truth, or tothe People that live in it: and fo your charity, cuſtoms 
and faſhions are only to, pleaſe your ſelves, which diſpleaſeth God z and if you 
will ſearch your inwards with the Light, you may find Darkneſs and Death 
reigning. & the true Seed opprefled & mourning; & if you were in true charir 
you would regard the groans of the oppreſled, & the afflitions of the afflicted, 
& not exalt your ſelves inyour fleſhly Liberty roencreaſe the burthenz but. Pha- 
raoh is hard-hearted, and hath neither love-nor pity, andin hardneſs he rulech, 
and will not obey the Lord, and that which you ferve and worſhip is an Idol - 
which darkneſs hath formed in you, and being affe&ed with ir, you rejoyce 
in your outward liberty, as if itwere allowed froma true inward ground, and 
you will not haye the Ark of God ſetup, leſt your Idol ſhould fall before ir, 
and ſo your hearts are after your Idol, and not after the Lord z and you will 
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not-admit of reproof to- come near you, but -in' a ſtrong: 'tonfidence of 
the. inwards, reſiſts thae diſpenſation yas 'not* belonging to you , when 
indeed both your liberty .and' confidence are 'feptovead!6;; "as- the off- 
ſpring of a corrupted ſtock z// and with that you keepthe- good Seed in bon- 
dage, and bringeth forth fruic of another nature; and what ow is the inwards 
which you anſwer bur the:ſpiric of darkneſs, fron which-you hav®yur liberty 
in common cuſtoms, faſhions and 'vanires? for the irrye Light tedeems our 
of ſuch things, as it is obeyed and followed 3 and whilft you live is ſach thin 
you walk in;Darkneſs, -and, nor in the Light, and in' Darkrieſs you :orbeils 
the Lord of Life; and puthrm co-openſhame yz -for your outward converſation 
doth not-anſyer. Chriſt,as:an inward rpm + but you bring forth open 
deeds, thar-putteth Chriſtito open ſhame and thar is rhe falſe birth/in irs falſe 
liberty, and this'is ruth uneo your conditions, thoagh ſome of you may till 
ſay as you have done, that things come too lighdy; but.it is in the airy ſpiric 
ig-your ſelyes-that is light,-and would be eaſed of che weighty power z for 
chat ſpirit doth nor like-the: Power ſhould deal with it, becauſe the power 
dealeth truly-and plainly, and cannot difſemble and flatter, and what have 
you done ſince you turned againſt the reſtimony of the power £ have you ga- 
thered the Scattered, or |have yon not been'ſ(carcering,' and fo have neithec 
done good'to, your ſelves:nor others 2 for the love which you pretend to all 
goth not really extend-toany, 'bur ſack as'can eſteem you, and preferr you, 
and in your hberty havefamiliarity with yon g. for if any faithfully reprove 
you in your liberty, then your ſpirit ſoon luſterh'ro envy, and though you 
pleaſe youriſelves with your pretended. general love, as if it were fo near the 
Nature of God, : yet your love is not of him, nor from him, ' nor to him, bur 
is.of, and fromz and to' your ſelves; andſo yourToveis to Zſav, and not to 
Facob, and that love 1 contrary to the nacure of God, - and both your love and 
eayy ate from one ground 4 for you have a ſecret way'to ſtrengthen your hands 
again@ the Son and Heir, and if you can ſtop or hinder, or draw any from the 
Truth; you'put forth yourrengrh co doit, bur how do you ſtop or hinder or 
draw -any from! vanity © you can. ler char alone, and have pleaſure amongſt 
fach a people z and is that/the love and cenderneſs which ye have to God and 
his Truth? orisit not plainly manifeſt ro be che contrary * it is plainly ſeen in 
the Light, thogh in darkneſs you may not ſee it; and notwithſtanding your 
{&ctet working againſt the "Truth; you cannor hinder Truth from proſpering, 
you may poſlibly ſtop or hinder ſome for joyning to it, and alſo may draw ſome 
unſtable minds from the profeſſion of it, bur Truth ſprings and proſpers, and 
ſpreads, and is honorable, and many tender defires that joyns unto it, comes 
to be ſatisfied initz and if you badeyes to ſee, you might behold che mighty 
work of God by his Power, and your work profics nothing ? .but the natural 
man perceiveth not the things of God, and whilſt you look with that eye, the 
things of God are not perceived by you ; and not perceiving the things of 
God, you prefer your natural work as che higheſt attainment, and indeed iris 
high, and as a high thing muſt fall, and then you will know that it is nor the 
higheſt attainment of Truth, bur high conceitedneſs in your flethly liberty and 
confidence, and that will be the end of your Idol, 

Now ifthe grain that is ſown donot die it abideth alone ; bur if it put off irs 
firſt body through death it quickens again, and ſo rakerh root downwards, and 
then riſeth and ſpringeth upwards, by which the nature of the Seed is again 
manifeſt in its own body, and ſo according to the will of che Creator, there is 
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a harmony in the Creation to further production, -and in that courſe are all 
things revived to manifeſt the nature of their (eed, | 

And you tharlook (o lightly at what.hath or, may. be mentioned concern- 
ing you,- as not worth'the mentioning, - as in. oge-of your Papers is expte(s 
ſed 5 and ſo: would not be counted ſuch. as, joyns; and-:hath fellowſhip 
with the world z and what would you be counted. un your. cuſtoms, faſhions 
and vanities £ would you be counted (ach as are redeemed out of the world * 
4f you would be counted /ſuch, then you would be counted tberter then you 
are, and that is deceit z 'but time will make all things manifeſt: and if you 
would be counted Chriſtians and Sajnts,. then you mutt walk.in/the Light chat 
{ancifieth, and. not walk in darkneſs that defileth, and whete you fay.in one 
of your Papers, That you do not find in the Scriptures, that any. were 
called the: Church of Chriſt, but ſuch as. received his Dorine , then you 
are' to prove by plain/ Scripture, ''that your faith, doRrine and pradtiſe 
are /the fame with ſach as received Chriſt's Doctrine, -. and. were: his 
Church, | p13 ofs 

Firſt, That your Faith, ' concerning the nature and manifeſtation 'of Chriſt, 
is the ſame, | 

Secondly; That the DoQrine which by you is held forth and maintained, 
is the ſame, F 

Thirdly, That your PraQtiſe in Burying , Marrying, Swearing, You to 
a ſingle perſon, obſerving Dayes and Times, paying Tythes, honouri 
Perſons, diſtinion by Titles, naming Dayes and Moneths, Feaſting, al 
needleſs things about Apparel, are the ſame, 

Now if you cannot prove by plain Scripture that in theſe things you are 
the ſame with ſuch as received Chriſt's doqrine, then ir muſt needs fol- 
low, thatye live after the fleſh, and not in the Spitity ſo if you can make 
theſe things good by plain Scripture, then you may be further cried, and 
if you cannot, then it will plainly appear that you differ from ſuch as re- 


- ceived Chriſt's DoQrine, and were his Church, and. you cannot in ho- 


neſty deny. your error and as for the Papers, your publication is ſill ex- 
pected, as being your proper place to do it; and when things are publick- 
ly brought forth by your own hands, then your matter may either be 
fully antwered, or confeſſed, and in che mean time conſider patiently, 
whether theſe things be not worth the mentioning, and your diligently ob- 


. ſerving for if ſuch of you as haveany ſimplicity will bs mindfull, you may 


come to know a more excellent Treaſure then ye have treaſured up, and a 
more comely Garment then ye have put on, for your treaſure is cankered, 
and your garment moth-eaten z and ſo you dwell with the conſumer, and nor 
with the preſerver. 

Friends, If you will own the Scriptures, you cannot deny but the Lighc 
with which Chriſt lighterh every man that comes into the world is true, and 
as you are come into the world, ſoa meaſure of that Light which is true isin 
you, and if you obey another thing, you obey that which is falſe, and fo are 
ouided by a falſe Principle, and that is your error wherein you reſiſt the 
Traths for if you were guided with the true Light, then all your words and 
works would be according to the Truth, and there you would feel the Croſs 
ro your outward liberty, and Judgment to take hold upon the Tranſereſſor, 
and ſo come to be redeemed up to God by the work of his Power, for your 
own wiſdom and reaſoning ſtrengthneth the Body of ſin and death, but the 

6 I, 


Power, 
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power maketh free in the glorious liberty, and theie is the croſs to all fleſhly 
motions, and by that the Son comes to be known, and life in him , and they 
that have the Son have life, and they that have not the Sow have net life, and 
fuch are dead in treſpaſles and fins 3 and this is -unto you that are fumple- 
minded, for-in'true tenderneſs you are pirtied as a people enſnazed, for ina 
ſna:e you are taken and held, and the King and Queen of Babylon triumph 
over you. 

Ok, that ſuch of you as have been carried away with a rang voice, might 
now hearken to his voice, who calls behind you, that the Light may become 
your Leader and Teacher, for ſubtilty hath deceived you, and by deceiving 
hach pawer to rule over you, and if you will not hear when the Lord calleth, 
thea when you call he will nor anſwer, 

Friends, it is the bread that comes down from Heaven, that fatis- 
fieth the hungry, and that bread you want, and ſatisfies your ſelves with 
Earthly vapors, and ſo you lie ſmothered, and ſeeth not the Son of God, 
and that is certainly your conditions in Captivity, and by the Ri- 
vers of that Land the true birth fitteth weeping, and cannot fivg the Lords 


y0Ngs: 
Nottingham, the : Your Friend in that Love which ſeeks 
3d Moneth,166g. your Eternal good, 


WW. S. 
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A Spiritual 


Proſpective Glaſs. 


Through which - 
The RULERS and PEOPLE of ENGLAND, 


may plainly ſee thoſe Things which Concerns their Peace. 


Being a Manifeſtation from the Spirit of God, in Love 
to all People. 


By one that deſires the Proſperity of Truth, and the 


Peace of the Nation: 


As, 


Is him was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men, and the Light ſhineth 
in darkneſs, and the darkneſs comprehended it not, Joh. 1. 4,5. 


For God who commanded the Light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 


hearts, to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God ip the face 
oath : of Feſus Chrit, %. &. 6. 


DR ——— 


To the READER. 
READER, 


FF abſolute Neceſſity did not conſtrain to make a Diſcovery of that which doth 
occaſion Deſolation, and to inform all concerned, wherein they Wrong both 
themſelves and others, and ſo to ſet the Truth before the fact of all People, it 
would be more ſatisfattion to ſit inſtilneſs, than in ſuch a manner to appear in 
publick z, and though the innocent dwell in that Love mhich endureth all things, 
get where Severity oppreſſeth their Innocency, it cauſeth them to manifeſt the 
Truth in their behalf, and alſo for the bene fit of ſuch by whom they are Oppreſſed, 
aud for this very end is the Matter publiſhed, which in this little Book is con- 
tained, for if any conclude, That the Innocent Quakers ſuffer as Evil-Doers, 
they make their Concluſion without a good Under itanding, and nont are to con- 
clude a matter until it be fully cleared by ſufficient evidence ;, and whoever thow 
art, into whoſe hands this little Book may be ordered; Thou art deſired to read 
it or hear it, in Meekneſs; and to conſider the matter in it, as becomeath true 
Wiſdom, and ſound Fudgement , and ſo by thy own Temperance and Modergtion, 
thou may reap profit, and do thy ſelf good: Farenetl, EIN 
W.S, 


—MG— 


—_ 


knowledge and confeſs that Chriſt Jeſus is their Redeemer and Saviour, 
and chat they are Chriſtians through the Faith they have in his death and 
Reſyrrefion, and therefore ro be hoped thar the enſuing matter may 
meet with better reſpe& and entercainment in Relation ro Chriltian practice, 
for Chriſtian praQtice is always an acceptable thing co a Chriſtian Nature and 


life; 


[ is not to be queſtioned but the Rulers and people of Bng{anddoac- 
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life, becauſe nature is delighttd-in-that which'ts in agreement with it, and che 
firſt being ſtared as a thing nor queſtioned,the latter maybe more fully opened 
and preſented, for the-harmony will nor ak,where che 'ec,is ſubſtantial 
in its ground and neture, for thatſoeve fbreakerh harm@ny doth alter the 
courſ#5f Nature by mal'gaity, for Chriſtianity is concurrenc in all paſſages 
without any malignity in it ſelf ro let or hinder, and-in this Harmony the 
Lord God hath his glory, and where it is not ſo, it is bur Chriſtianity pro- 
feffed; which wanterh che ſubſtantial, ground and nature of a'Chriſtian Life, 
and the Title-ofa ſpiritual ProſpeRive Glaſs comprehends the whole matter 
by alluſion, for moſt people know that itis rhe property of a viſible ProſpeQive 
Glaſs ro diſcover viſible things plainly, which otherwiſe are, obſcure and nor 
ts be wlearly diſcerned, and,by that means many comes to be ſatisfied'con- 
cerning a thing by beholding ir ſo fully as to know what it 1s z even ſo muſt all 
pepple come tp know & be ſatisfied concerning ſpiritual things , by beholdin 
"1 m'in the Lizhr'8 Spirit 8f God, for ſpiritual things are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
& the Light & Spirit of God doth diſcover ſpiritual things as they are in nature 
&Life,& in that diſcovery-there is no deceiveableneſs by any falſe preſentati- 
no or obje&, bot a true diſcovery of the ſubſtance of ſpiritual things by which 
the Soul hath great benefic & comfort, 8 with this bleſſed Light & Spirit Abra- 
ham didTee Chrifts day 8 rejoyced, & with the ſame light & ſpirit Moſes did 
ſee to the beginning, and rehearſed the mighty works of God in the beginning, 
2nd he did fee Chriſt the great Prophet who was co be Raiſed yp like unto 
him, and commanded that he inall things ſhould be heard, and ſo Moſes did 
ſee the beginning and the' ending in the light and ſpirit of God, andall the 
Prophets and holy men of God, ſaw the Heavenly and ſpiritual things in the 
ſame light and ſpirit of God,and John ſaw the Lamb of God, and jaid, Behold 
him, avd (ome beheld his glory as the Glory of the only begotten of the Father full 
of grace and 3rmh. And ſo in the light and ſpirit of God all che Holy men of 
G6d diſcerned ſpiritual things, and then they did nor look at things that were 
temporal, bur” at things that were eternal, and this was a true preſentation 
or object which did not deceive the beholders, and by believing in it accordin 
to the diſpenſation of God they came co witneſs Salvation and Eternal life, 
*2nd ſo people muſt come to the lighe and ſpirit of God in themſelyes if they 
« would ſee ſpiritual things, for fleſh and blood doth not reveal ſpiritual chings, 
add they that expect to ſee ſpiricual chings in chat nature they deceive them- 
Felves, and this hath been in ages paſt, and is at this day the ground of error 
"concerning ſpiritual things, for what man can ſee ſpiritual things with a na- 
"tural eye, there 15 no teſtimony given by the holy men of God, chat they 
"fee the things of God with fleſh and blood or a natural eye, but ſaid, The na- 
tural Man receives not the things of the ſpirit of God, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned, and no Man knews the things of God but the ſpirit of God, and here 
the natural, man is to ſtop and ſtand ſtill and be quier, he cannor ſee ſpiritual 
things, nor receive ſpiritual things, nor judge of ſpiritual things; and ſo not fir 
ro meddle with ſuch weighty concernments, for ſeeing by Scripture 
reſtimony that no man knows the things of God but by the ſpirit of God, 
then all that would know the things of God are to mind the ſpirit of God 
in themſelves 3. and as the ſpirit is minded and obeyed , it teacherh and in- 
ſtructerh in the things of God which ic knoweth , and ſo the things of God are 
revealed by. his ſpirit and caught by his ſpirit , and they that receive the Spi- 
it they koow the things of God in itz and here is the ſpiritual mind in which 


1s 
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is ;fe and peace, and he that hath a ſpiritual mind is a (piritual man, and that 
man 1s fit.to judge of ſpiritual things, becauſe he ſees them in the ſpitit, and 
knows them in the ſpirit, and therefore able to give ſound judgment which 
the natural man cannot do, for the nacural manruns into error by believing 
in falſe cbje&s, which darkneſs preſenteth to his view, and as ke receives it in- 
to his belief : fo he holds itin his judgement and opinion as if it was the truth, 
for error is a miſtaking of things as co the truth thar isin them, and that was the 
Sadtuces condition concerning the Reſurrection, and Chriſt ſaid unto them, 
Je do err not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God, for if they had known 
the Scriptures and the Power of God, they would have underitood the truth of the 
Reſurrettion, and not erred in their judgement and opinion, for it was their judge- 
ment that there was no Reſurrection, and ittat was their Error or miſtake, and 
Chriſt opened the truth unto them, ſay:ng, God is not the God of the dead 
but of che living, ſo truth is not-to be concluded as to what men hold in their 
judgement and opinion, ſeeing Chriſt reproyed it as anerror in the $addures, 
bur char which 1s revealed in the light and ſpirit of God, may be fafely con- 
cluded to be che truth, in which is no error, for he that is the light and truth, 
did fee the Sadduces error in what they held in their judgement, and opinion 
concerning the Reſurrection, and what ſafery can there be for people to give 
up their beliet ro the jadgement and opinion of natural men as to ſpiritual 
things, there can be no more ſafety in ſo doing, then for one blind man to be 
led or guided by another that is blind as himſelf, therefore I ſhall ſpeak in 
plainneſs to the Rulers and People of England for their information in the 
chings of God, if happily che light may ſhine our of darkneſs, in ſuch where ic 
ſhines in darkneſs, and by darkneſs not comprehended that if it ſeem good to 
the Lord, the day may break in them and the Sun of rightevuſneſs may ariſe 
with healing under his Wings. 

Friends, unto allchat are ſtriving againſt the blefled appearance of Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord of Life and Prince of Peace, this matter is offered in love to 
your Souls and to the whole nation, and chough I well know that judgement 
lingreth not where wickedneſs aboundeth, ſo I alſo know that God would not 
the death of a ſinner but rather he would turn from his wickedneſs and live, 
and this I deliver as a teſtimony from God and in this matter I ſhall not appear 
like Tertullws the flouriſhing Orator, but like Paul the plain and true Apoftle, 
ſor in ſuch weighty concernments the Fear of the Lord is to be minded, and 
his counſel and wiſdom to be obeyed and followed, and in that I ſhall ſpeak 
to the witneſs of God in all your conſciences. 

1. The Almighty and Everlaſting God created all things good, and man in 
that ſtate was Bleſſed and happy in the paradice of God, and there. his Soul 
enjoyed the benefit and comfort in the life and power by which it was nouriſh- 
ed, 

2. The good and bleſſed ſtate in which man was created he loſt by diſo- 
bedience, and ſo was driven our of paradice to his Souls ſorrow and 
heavinefs, and that is the ſtare of all people in che firſt Adams tranſgreſ- 
ſion. 

3. The Almighty and Everlaſting God promiſed a ſeed to break the Ser- 
uu head that rempted man forth of his good and bleſſed ſtate in” whickt 

: was created, that man might be again reſtored inzo his firſt being of. 
lite, 
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4. The ſeed promiſed was Chriſt the power of God, and the wiſdom of 
God, who by the arm of his power is able to deſtroy the Devil and his Work 
and to bring Man again unto God and the good. 

5. The holy men of God in all ages did bear witneſs of the power of the 
ſeed in working deliverance from the power of the Serpent, by which they 
came to witneſs Gods promiſe fulfilled, and to live in the joy of his Salvati- 
On, 

6, There is no nation, people or Language unto whom the ſeed doth not 
give light, for the ſeed is Chriſt, and Chriſt lighterh every one that comes in- 
tothe World, and his Light isa Witneſs in every ones conſcience unto that 
which is good, and againſt that which js evil, 

7. Man believing and obeying the teſtimony of the Light of Chriſt in his 
conſcience, it worketh in power for his deliverance out of darkneſs where his 
Soul is in bondage, ſorrow and heavineſs, and reſtores into the good again 
where the Soul comes into peace, joy, and happineſs, and ſo Chriit is the re- 
ſtorer of paths codwell in, 

Now as you profeſs your ſelyes to be believers in Chriſt, and ſo to be 
Chriſtians, it is neceſſary that you confider how far you can witneſs the pro- 
miſe of God fulfilled in you, by the power of Chriſt, and that you may fully 
examine your own conditions theſe following queſtions may be uſeful to 
you. 
1. Do you believe inthe Light with which Chriſt lighteth you, 

2, Do you obey the Teſtimony of Light in your own Conſciences. 

, 3. Do you witneſs your fin done away, and the ſerpents head bro- 
en, 

p 4. Do you witneſs deliverance out of darkneſs and the houſe of bon- 
age, 

5. Do you witneſs liberty inthe power of an endleſs life. 

6, Do you witneſs the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ro be made your righte- 
ouſnels. 

7. Doyou witneſs unity and peace inthe righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

$8, Doyou witneſs the goodneſs of God to (arisfie your Souls. 

9. Do you follow peace withall men and holineſs. 

10. Do you fecl the peace of God rule in your hearts. 

11. Doyou love your enemies and do good to thoſe that hate you, 

12. Do yo ſerve God in Fear and Rejoyce before him wich reve- 
rence, | 

Examine your ſelves and your condition by theſe few queſtions, for theſe 
good and holy things are witnefled by ſuch as are regenerated and born again, 
and except you be regenerated and born again, you cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God, and can your Souls be ſatisfied out of Gods Kingdom, and is it 
notthe greateſt concernment to know an entrance into the Kingdom of God, 
where the Soul comes to be ſatisfied in reſt and peace, and comfort and hap- 
pineſs, and ſo there is a coming out of the firſt Adams tranſgreſſion as the light 
and power of the ſecond Adam is obeyed in manifeſtation and operation, for 
che operation of the light and Power of Chriſt Jeſus the ſecond Adam makes a 
new creature, and they that receive Chriſt in his light and power to come into 
Union with kim they are new creatures, and new creatures are Chriſtians in 

Nature and Life, and che Spirit beareth witneſs with their ſpirits chat they 
arethe ſons of God z andin ſuchall old chings are done away, and all things 
are 


Ut 
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are become new, & ſo they are in the New Covenant with a new heart, & anew 
ſpirit which God gives them, and puts into them, and theſe are the people 
who now worthip God in the ſpirit, and rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no 
confidence inthe fleſh, and ſo they anſwer the life and practice of new crea- 
cures, and Chriſtians in times paſt, and this keeps the harmony and doth nor 
break ir, for the ſame Righteouſneſs, Unity, and Peace, runs as a natural ſtream 
in the ſame light, ſpirit, life, and power that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and if you 
come to love this, and live inthis, and walk in this, your ſouls will come into 
Righteouſneſs, Unicy and peace, and ſo into a comfortable and happy being z 
but if you gain-ſay, refiſt and withſtand the light of Chriſt when ic teſtifieth in 
your conſciences, and love darkneſs rather then light, your Souls are in ſor- 
row & heavineſs,whatſoever you may profeſs of Chriſtianity in your judgment 
and opinion, for there can be no ſound judgement or opinion, but in.the Lighc 
and power of Chriſt Jeſus, and they thatreſiſt the Light they err in what they 
hold as to their Judgement and opinion in ſpiritual things, for the ground of 
Error is ignorance, and the ground of ignorance is darkneſs, and then ſuch as 
love darkneſs rather than light muſt needs live in Error and not in the truth 
whatever they profeſs, and Righteouſneſs, unity and peace will never ſpring 
out of darkneſs and error, for where ignorance maintains an error it uſually 
maintains it by violence and force againſt ſuch as hold the contrary, and that 
will never do che thing thar is right, and ſo cannot be Righteous or bring forth 
Righteouſneſs, nor never will bring into unity and peace , but provokes unto 


Wrath, Envy, and Strife, and ſo it is plain that error in Judgement and opi- 


nion touching the way and worſhip of God is the very ground of perſecution, for 
as darkneſs vaileth the underſtanding from the true knowledge of Spiritual 
things, ſo it cauſeth ignorance and error in Judgement and opinion, and then 
workerh violently againſt all diſſenters or oppoſers of that which it formerh 
and ſerteth up to be obſerved as the way and worſhip of God, and this breaks 
the harmony that ſtands in Righteouſneſs, Unity, and Peace, and can never 
bring comfort and happineſs ro any Soul,and is it the way and manner of Chri- 
ſtians to praQtice the way of the heathens by whom they were firſt perſecuted, 
angmany deſtroyed, for did not the keathen Emperors cauſe the Chriſtians to 
be perſecuted and deſtroyed for above z hundred years afterChriſt?and doth ir 


; become Chriſtians to walk in the heathens way of outrage & cruelty one againſt 


another, or ſhould they not love one another as Chriſt commandeth, and live 
in Righteouſneſs, Unity and Peace together,and ſojudge the Heathens cruelty 
and not juſtifie them in? 

O that che Rulers of England would ſtand ſtill and conſider the beginning 
and end of perſecution in matrers of Faith and Religion, for if the beginning 
of perfecution be well pleaſing unto God, then Cazys {laying his brother is no 
ſin, bur that C aizs ation did not pleaſe God is plain from the' diſpleaſure of 
God againſt him,and the judgment of God that came upon him, therefore C a7n 
{laying his Brother is a finthar did not go unpuniſhed, and ſo neither the begin- 
ning or ending of perſecution can in any wile be proficable to thoſe that are ex- 
erciſed in it, and the Innocent @uakers could not have believed that the King 
and great Counſel of Parliament would have put ſuch an opportunity into the 
hands of violent perſons toruine their eſtates for worſhipping the living God, 
for it is the living God that thoſe people do worſhip, and they worſhip hig 
in the ſpirir and inthe truth which 1s peaceable, whatſoever you do reckon their 
meetings to be in your aatural eye, and ſeeing that ſucha violent uſe is made 


of 
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of the late At as tendeth to the utter ruine of honeſtpeaceableSubjeQs,it can no 
- way be diſhonourable to your dignity to repeal it & wake it void, which if you 
domnot your agreement in the execution will fall in che conſequence, and that 
will-fall hard upon your ſelves when the Lord makes inquiſition after ſuch 
as ſpoils his people, but if you do repeal it and make itvoid as ſeeing how de- 
ttractive it isro the Nation im the uſing and execution of it,then you will mani- 
f<{t ſome tenderneſs of heart in your great aſſembly, & alſo demonſtrate that ic 
was not by you enacted with that intention as it hapneth in the execution, and 
this would be great ſatisfa&tion unto the Nation, for what concluſion can you 
make to your ſelves by ſuffering ſuch proceedings, or do you conclude that ic 
way be a benefic unto ſuch as comes under the puniſhment by working 'their 
Reformation, if there be neither benefit to your ſelvesnor thoſe you puniſh as 
offenders it carmot be beneficial unto any others, for that by which any hath 
benefit muſt come as a clear thing, or otherwiſe it is no benefit at all, for if a 
man'muſt anſwer as much or more inconfideration of what he 1eceives, he hath 
no benefic butrather looſeth by what he receives, and if fuch amongſt whom 
fines are to be divided muſt anſwer the receipt unto God with a greater confide- 
ration, they will be looſers by what they receive, for what doth it proffit a 
man to gain the whole World and looſe his own Soul, or what ſhall a man give in 
exchange for his Soul. Soifa man looſe his ownSoul in conſideration of what 
he receives in ſuch a manner for his benefit: his loſs is far greater than his gain, 
and therefore no benefit at all unto bim, and that no benefit can come to the 
ſufferer by working reformation is very clear, for violence was never known 
to work a true reformation in any, and ſeeing no benefit will ariſe toany party 
according to what may be expected, then it is —_—_— an unproffitable 
thing which unto Chriſtians ſhould be deteſtable, and however you may be in- 
couraged by Prelaresand Clergy in ſuch a work upon a Chriſtian account, yet 
you will not hind it. to your Sculs benefit and comfort, and they that incou- 
rage you in any thing that will not bring comfort to your Souls, you have good 
cauſe to let there counſel fall at your feet, and not to make it a head to rule 
over you; for indeed moſt men of that ſort have ſought for worldly prehe- 
minence, honour and proffit, for many Ages paſt z and the more you adhere 
e5 their Councel, the more will they ſeek their own Intereſt by you, and ger 
dominion over you, for how doth the Pope exalt himſelf over Emperors and 
Kings, who by the Emperor was firſt enſtalled in his pontifical dignity, and ſo 
experience may teach you that it is not altogether your ſafety ro ſer up Prelates 
and Clergy above you, or to follow their adivce and counſel in things that pro- 
perly concerns your own authority, but rather mind your own power in all ci- 
vil concernments, and there is nothing further wherein either they or you are 
to concern your ſelves by the power of any ontward law, and as you mind the 
Light of Chriſt Jeſus ir will dire& you roa@ in your proper places whereby 
your Souls may have peace and comfort, and that coungel you are to receive 
by which you may come to alloy to all tender conſciences the juſt priviledge of 
liverty in things pertaining to their conſciences, and that will ſettle righteouſ- 
neſs, unity and peace in every conſcience that 1s well diſpoſed towards 
God, and fo the foul will come tolive in comfort as ih day aof proſperity 
and there you will know the things that belongs to your peace. 
Now in things of ſuch weighty concernment there ought to be great regard 
co the well being of a Nation, for there is your proper place to ſtand and rule, 
not to meddle with ſpiritual things, but look after the well being of the _ | 
an 
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and t9 ſuppreſs vice and vanity that occafioneth miſchief and injury, here 
ſtand in your places and exerciſe your power to the puniſhment of evil doers 
there your authority is to (hew it ſelf and nor in puniſhing render peaceable 
people for their conſcience towards Go! for perſecution, will never bring 
Righceouſne(s, Unity, and Peace to a Nation, btit always diſturbs & diſquiets 
the moſt ſerled condition, fo thus the conſequence of perſecution, is for the 
moſt part ſtrife and (edition z and yer under the colour of ſappreſſing ſeditious 
meetings, perſecutionis carried on as the beſt means to do it,& ſo that which is 
evil in it ſelf, would make a good thing to appear evilkthat it might appear againſt 
it aSevilto make icſelf appear as if ic was good, for this is to be oblerved that 
perſecation never appeared againſt any thing as if it was good, but as if it was 
evil, and ſo hathalways had a cloak to cover it in its greateſt fary, for ſach as 
are perſecuted do always ſuffer as ſuch that inthe account of that ſpirit which 
cribeacak deſerve the thing that is done, for it is the general cry at this day 
by thoſe that acts perſecution or joyn with ir, you deſerve to ſuffer that will 
not obey the Kings Laws, and ſo would appear as if chey were doing a good 
work with their violent hands, and will concern the King and his Laws in that 
they do, bur ſuch never yer looked thorow the Spiritual Proſpettive Glaſs to 
ſee things as they are, and therefore they follow evil as if it was good, and 
would ſuppreſs the good as if it was evil, and ſo are evil doers, and who will 
conclude that an evil doer obeys the Kings Laws, and if it be thoſe that do well 
that are ſuch, then the Innocent Quakers do not deſerve that paniſhment as 
ſome infliteth upon them under colour of diſobeying the Kings Laws, and 
what work doth this make in := Nation, doth it not make the nation like bro- 
ken ſhattered bones when lo m2 honeſt people and peaceable ſubjets have 
their Eſtaces torn from them by violent hands, and many of confiderable E- 
ſtates have little lefr, and no eticouragement to begin again, and many fami- 
lies lies diftrefſed for want of thac which ſhould have been their outwardRelief, 
can eyer ſuch chings bring the Nation into righteouſneſs, unity, and peace, 
or doth it not waſt it like a Conſamption upon the Natural body ? and what 
pleaſure or delight can you have in ſuch a work who joyn hands to perform it 2 
are you not ſmitten in your Conſciences for your doings,& is not that the hand 
of the Lord that (mites you, and ſo you cauſe the hand of the Lord to turn a- 
inſt you, and except yourepent it will be terrible to yon, for you are not 
like to proſper that perſecutes the innocent, and where is there a prefident in 
any nation of ſuch ations: doth any Nation rnine the Eſtates one of another 
in ſach a manner, ſurely you are not come nigh to righteouſneſs, unity and 
peace, whoſe hands are bafied in this deſtruQtive work, and therefore a Spix#- 
tual Proſpettive glaſs is ſetto every mans eye, that you may look thorow it arid 
ſee the nature of truth, and therighteouſne(s, unity, and peace contained in 
ie,char ye may come to love the truth and live in it to the comfort of your Souls 
that ſo righteouſneſs, unity, and peace, may run through the Nation to che ſa- 
risfaction of thoſe that dwell therein, and that it may be fo I ſhall Rate a ſew 
particulars to be obſerved. 


1. Mind the Light of Chriſt Jeſus to be guided by it, and do unto all men 
as you would be done by. 


2, Be tender towards all that fear God and work righteouſneſs for their in- 
couragement. | 

3. Ordain no Laws that may be of a compelling or reſtraining power, in 
things perraining to God and the Conſcience, and repeal ſuch as be in force for 
any ſuch end or purpoſe, 6 N &. Allow 
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4. Allow the Sapreamacy and Authority of Church Government unto 
Chriſt Jeſus the Head. 

5. Ordain ſuch Laws as may reform the yaia lives of ſuch asfear not God, 
and to right ſuchas ſuffer wrong, and to preſerve outward Government in 

ace, 
- Here is your bounds ſet, beyond which you are not to go, for God doth not 
allow you to go beyond civil concernments, and if you meddle with any thin 
further you go too far, ſo ſtop where the Lord bounds you, and a& where he 
allows you , do not encroach upon his Prerogative and right, do not meddle 
with the conſciefice which belongeth onely ro his power, let that alone as a 
thing too weighty for you, for you know no more of it then whar your own 
Judgemeat and opinion may perſwade you,and ſo may err in your doings , and 
if you err in your doing, you cannot do the ching that is right, and therefore 
betcer let all alone that is out of your reach, then reach too far and hurt both 
your ſelves and others, | 

Now if you mind the light of Chriſt to be guided by it, you will plainly ſee 
that what is here briefly ſtated,doth much conduce to the ſertlement of che Na- 
tion in Righteouſneb, unity and peace 3 for why ſhould Religion be an occaſi- 
on of trouble and diſquierneſs toa Nation £ may not people enjoy their own 
Faithand live in quietneſs with their neighbors, and love their neighbors, and 
ſo che nation may live in righteouſneſs, unity and peace together as men,though 
they do not all obſerve the ſame things in practice and worſhip towards God? 
and would not this heal the broken ſhattered bones of the nation, and make ir a 
lovely nationin the eyes of all people 2 and hath not Exgland been counted a 
lovely nation upon the account of Chriſtian profeſſion, and now to deform it 
ſelf with ſuch a black Image of pexſecucion will make _—_ of it fall wich 
great diſhonor * for what nation doth make a larger profeſhon of Chriſtianity 
than England : is it not looked upon by many tobe ſeated in a Chriltian profel- 
ſion after the beſt reformation, and will it now deform its beauty by putting on 
a countenance of perſecution ? for the beſt reformation, and perſecution hach 
not the ſame countenaace and beauty : and hath not the Lord (hewed kindneſs 
unto England above many other nations, hath he not ſent of lare years many 
render vifitationsand warhings by many of his faichful ſervants, doth nor his 
light ſhine in Englandto expel and drive away thoſe miſts and fogs, that have 
over ſpread the nation, and under which the people have been ſcattered as 
ſheep having no ſhepherds and was there nora time when Chriſt began to up- 
braid ſome Cities wherein moſt of his mighty works were done becauſe they 
repented not ? and did he not ſay concerning Chorazin and Bethſaida, if the 
mighty works which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and $Sidon, they would 
have repented long agoe in Sack-Cloath and Aſhes:but I ſay unto you it ſhall be more 
tollerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of Fudgement than for you, Mat. 11. 
(mark) more tollerable for Tyre and Sidon, in the day of Fudgment, than for Cho- 
razin and Bethſuida, becauſe his mighty works which were manife# there, did not 
cauſe them to repent. And have not mighty works been done in late years1n Eng- 
landby the power of Chriſt, which if ſfach mighty works had been done in 
ſome other nations they might have repented long ago in Sack-Cloath and 
Aſhes, and ſome in England that have believed in the mighty works which 
Chriſt hath wrought by his ſpirit and power, and have repented,and are turned 
to the Lord, and his mercies, peace, and bleſſing is with them, farely all peo- 
ple of all ſorts had need to be ſerious inconſidering this weighty matter ; for if 


you 
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you perſecute the innocent who are turned unto the Lord, you will do de- 
{pight unto him,when you ſhould requite his kindneſs ſhewed unto you by wal- 
king worthy of it;and do you not often requeſt of the Lord to ſpare his people, 
and bleſs his Inheritance, and do you ſpoil his people and curſe hisInheritances 
or do you take your ſelves to be only his people & Inheritance, that you would 
have him ſpare and bleſs, and thoſe that differ from you to be ſpoiled by your 
hands, and curſed by excommunication, as not being his people and inheri- 
tance 2 you mult either ſo conclude or otherwiſe you your ſelves are contrary 
to that which you detire the Lord would do, and if you ſpoil thoſe whom the 
Lord ſpareth, and curſe thoſe whom the Lord blefſeth, do you not commit 
a great offence againſt him, yea an offence of a far higher degree againſt God, 
then meeting peaceably together to worſhip him can bean offence againſt you 
to the witnels of God in you all I ſpeak, to that which is crue and juſt and righte- 
ous from which truth and juſtice and righteouſneſs proceed, that truly juſtly 
and righteouſly tryes and judges all offences, and unto that the Innocent @#4- 
kers appeals which will clear their innocency from any offences in meeting to- 
gether to worſhip and ſerve the Lord 3 for in times paſt, ſome (aid, it is van to 
ſerve God, and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance (or according to 
the Hebrew, obſervation) or that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of 
Hoits,and then they called the proud happy,and they that wrought wickedneſs were 
ſetup z andthey that tempted God were delivered , (mark) then hey that feared 
the Lord (pake often one to another,and the Lord bearkened and hearditand a book 
Anyone was written for them that feared the Lord, and that thought npon 

is name, andihey ſhall be mine ſaith the Lord of Hoſts in that day mhen I make 
up my Fewels (or according to the Greek, ſpecial treaſures) and I will ſpare 
them as a man ſpayeth his own ſon that ſerveth him, Malach. 3. (mark) hereis 
the Lords pzople plainly deſcribed, and they are not thoſe that ſaid, it is vain 
to ſerve God, and difeſteemed his Ordinance or Obſervation, and called the 
proud happy, and wrought wickedfieſs, and tempted God, he did not own 
theſe to be his people that he would ſpare, but thoſe that feared the Lord, and 
ſpake often one to another, and chought upon his name, they ſball be mine ſaith 
the Lord and I will ſpare them : | mark] the Lord owas his people that he will 
ſpare thoſe that fear him, and keeps his Ordinance, or Obſervation, and 
thinks upon his Name z they are now his people that he ſpareth though men 
{poil them , his Jewels, or ſpecial treaſures that he maketh up, who are born of 
the ſeed that he bleſleth for ever, and theſe are Gods choſen Inheritance; that 
are under his bleſſing, and he bleſſeth thoſe that blefſerh chem, and curſeth 
chole that curſeth them, for this was his promiſe co his ſeed, ſaying, 1 will bleſs 
them that ble(s thee, and curſe them that curſe thee, andin thee ſhall all Nations 
of the earth be bleſſed : and here you may ſee through the Spiritual ProſpeFive 
glaſs,who are the Lords people and inheritance which he ſpareth 8 blefleth;and 
if you ſpoil his people whom he ſpareth do you not highly offend bim, and if you 
curſe by excommunication his inherance whom he bleſſeth, do-you not highly 
provoke him 2 therefore take heed what yedoin making the Lords people and 
inheritance to be offenders by your Law, and fo proceed againſt them as Of- 
fendors ro Spoil them and Curſe them it concerns you to be ſerions and not to 
ſport with ſuch things, but mind what you defire of the Lord in your own 
words, and perform it on your own parts, and do not ſpoil his People and carſe 
his inheritance any more : for they are ſpared and bleſſed of God, and he will 
not hold ſuch guitleſs as ſpoileth and curſerh thofe whom he ſparecth and ble. 
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ſeth, for do ye not abſolutely fight againſt God when ye entreac them evil, and 
are not ſuch enemies unto God that tight agaiaſt him, and did ever any fighe 
againſt God and proſper 2 ſurely you generally forget Gamalliels councel, and 
it would do well if ſome amongſt you would offer it in your great afſem- 
bly to put you in mind of it, for it may be hoped that all are not like minded in 
wilful purpoſes to injure the innocent, and it was a noble ſpirit in Gamalliel 
tha: moved him to ſtand up in he Councel when they were purpoling toflay the 
Apoſtles, and there to give his advice to ſtop the fury of the purpolers, and to 
him they agreed, and (oit was (eaſ6nable advice which prevented the executi- 
on of ſuch a cruel deſign, and will Chriſtians condemn Gamaliie! for being 
a friend cothe Apoſtles, when the Jews agreed to him, and by their agree- 
ment did manifeſt that they were not {o wiltul in their purpoſe, but that a found 
and weighty judgment might prevail with them to alter their purpole, and ſo 
by experience, it is found better for Rulers to Jet things alone that concerns 
Faith and Religion, for if any thing be of man, it will come to naught of ir ſelf 
wichout laws to ſuppreſs it & if it be of God, there is no law of men can deſtroy 
the thing,though the bodies and eſtates of ſuch as have faith in it, may be expo- 
ted to great Gborings for it, and no Good men will diſapprove of Gamalitels 
countel who ſtood ina good conſideration of the matter, and not willing that 
a wil ful purpoſe ſhould be judge in'ſuch a weighty concernment, and will yon 
ſay the Councel did not do well in agreeing to Gamaliiel?I hope nort,and if you 
conclude they did well, then do you agree to him now in your great aſſembly, 
For if they who at that time did nor believe in Chriſt nor the Apoſtles doctrine 
were ſoealily intreated to let the Apoſtles alone and not to flay them as was 
purpoſed by them, then how much more ſhould ſuch as profeſs a belief in 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles doctrine,be per{waded and intreated to let thoſe alone 
that now believe in Chriſt, and live inthe Apoſtles (pirir, life, and Doctrine, 
(this reaches the witneſs of Godin you all, if you will but bow your ear to the 
councel of it, for the wiſdom from above is pure, and peaceable, and gentle and 
eafie to be intreated:. full of mercy and good fruit,without partiality (or according 
to the greek, without wronging ) and without hypocriſie, ja. 3. 17. (mark) the 
wiſdom from above is of a pure, peaceable, gentle nature that may eafily be in- 
created, and ſo the mercy and good fruits are init where none are wronged; and 
thar was the principle that moved in Gamalzel,by the appointment of God for fo 
good an end : and it anſwered the ſame principle inthe np ca at that time 
did prevail with them to let the Apoſtles alone as to the thing they purpoled 
againſt them, and ſo there was a pure principle of Godin them al}, that (ccret- 
ly wrought in them to deliver the Apoſtles, though otherwiſe they did nor be- 
lieve init for life and peace. Now let this be your pattern and example which 
produced ſuch a good effe&t, At by this, and walk by this, that you may fo!- 
low the principle of God in you, as your ruleto guide you, that your purpoſes 
may not ſtand in wilful reſolutions as not to be eaſilyintreared;for if it be {o with 
you, there is cauſe for you to queſtion whether the wiſdome from above dire& 
you in your undertakings, and if by that you be not direed, you may ſoon erre 
m what yee doe, nay, you'may poffibly erre in all you doe, for the wiſdome of 
God is the ſure foundation for all laws to ſtand upon,and be miniſtred from, and 
if Law ſtand upon any other thing,or be miniſtred from any other thing, it can- 
nat clearly anſ(wer truth & righteouſne(s, either in the fountain or ſtream, for, 
Where Laws are made and-miniſtred ina wilful reſolution and-purpoſe againſt 
a thing, .che matter is-moſtly reſolvedly: proſecuted to accomplith the bing 
intende 
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intended, and by ſuch ations and proceedings there is no ſufferer can have any 
benefit of che Law for his own right ia caſes of manifeſt wrong, for where re- 
ſolution is both rule and Law it will carry the ſtream in its own channell with 
that force as nothing may ſtop ir: and this only by Law pretended to anſwer to 
the reſolution and purpole intended, ; 

Well Friends, whatſoever you, or any of you may purpoſe or intend againſt 


_ . uscalled 9 wakeys,of this you may be ſure that we do not purpoſe or intend any 


harm unto you, bur really deſire that it may be well every way with you, and 
in this we can approve aur ſelves to God, and it cannot be diſproved by you g 
for ye very well know how we have behaved our ſelves amongſt you and to- 
wards you for many years, and you cannot juſtly charge us with any alteration 
as to our peaceable life, and civil deportmentz but whar we have been in love, 
and peace, and good will amonglit you and towards you, we are ſb]l the ſame 3 
for our principle doth not vary and change in its nature and life, and as we 
are preſerved by it,to live in it, we continue in the ſame mind, and you have no 
cauſe to be jealous of as as ſedirious perſons, or contrivers of Inſurreftions, or 
any way ſuch as would do you the leaſt wrong or injury, or any body living g 
and as we have never offered injury to you, or you received any injury by 
us, it is certainly below you as men to intreat usSevil, and we are very ſure 
that wherein you purpole or intend any harm to us witha reſolution to per- 
form it, that ſuch purpoſe or intention will be much more againſt your ſelves if 
ou do not ſtop the action ; and as you profeſs Chiiſtianity. ſo it will be more 
bennindle co your profeſſion to ceaſe from perſecution then to continue it; 
that ſo in your day and time the Righteous and Godly Chriſtians may ſit nn- 
der their own vine,and under their own Fig-tree in quiztneſs and peace; for wil- 
full reſolutions and parpoſes never did good unto any : and if you would do 
ood to your ſelves and the nation,then mind hamility and the fear of the Loid, 
Poe the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdome, and where wiſdome or- 
ders, there all things goes well;but where wiſdome is wanting, there all things 
goes wrong z and therefore it is your greateſt concernment to wait for Gods 
wiſdom to order you z for wiſdome tis better then ſtrength, and if you take 
councel at it robe ordered by it,then that which is wrong you will be willing to 
Right, and chat which is Right you will be willing to maintain, ad thereby 
take off all occaſions by which the Innocent is vexed and troubled ; and that 
will not only bring peace to your own ſouls, but alſo to the whole nation,and ſo 
both your own ſouls and the nation will have comfort and bappineſs, and there 
every one will have the benefit of peace as they eame to injoy it, and that is 
the onely end of this Spiritual Proſpet#ive Glaſs being ſet to your eye, that you 
may look through ir, and ſee thoſe things that will do your fouls, and the 
nations good 5 bur if you will ſhut your eye and not behold by what way good 
may come unto you, and ſo follow your reſolutions and purpoſes 2gainlt the 
righteous, then will the Lord tifrup his arm againſt you, and when ir falls ir 
will come heavy upon you, for the Lord hath often ſignified his mind unto 
you by his ſpirit to have done you good , you have had many tender viſitati- 
ons from the Lords Servants in whom his ſpirit dwelleth, and you have been 
faithfully warned wherein your danger hath been concerned, and it is de- 
fired that you might regard the Lord and not ſlight his kindnefs ; for though 
he be gratious and long ſuffering, yer he doth.nat ſer his judgment aſide where 
his kindneſs is rejeQed , and if you ſtrive againſt him and his power, and donor 
know ic, he may in his mercy remit your offence anon. your repentance when 

| O you 


+7; 


40$ An Epiſlile to the Flock of Chriff, 1670 
you do know it,bat if ye know that iris the Lord and his power which ye ſtrive 
againſt, and that you will maintain your ſtrife agaibſt him, chen will he come 
gpon you in his own time, and none ſhall be able to deliver you ont of his 
hand, and thatyou may not be ignorant that it is the Lord and'his power 
thac ye are ſtriving againſt, wherein you ſer your ſelves againſt his peo- 
ple called &#akers, it is hereby ſignified unto you that ir is only the Lord 
ye ſtrive againſt in what ye do unto, them, for it is only the Lord thar 
hath called them and ſeparated them from the ways of men,. and ap- 
pointed them to meet together in his fear to ſerye and worſhip him 
itn his ſpirit, and they fear his greatneſs and thinks upon his name, 
and ſo keeps his ordinance or obſervation, and what ye do unto them' 
for their x ver and faithfulneſs unto God, he rakes ir as done 
unto himſelf, and wherein you ſtrive againſt them, you” ſtrive againft 
him, and this will leave you without excuſe in the day when God: ſhall 


judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, and the Lord will have a ſeed ro” 


ſerve him and worſhip him, in his own way when ye have ſpent your 


{trength to wichſtand his purpoſe, and if you will not take notice of 

Gamalliels Councel to obſerve it, yet do not forget how God plagued 

Pharach and overthrew him for his hard heartedneſs, and that may* 

_ you into a holy dread of the living God, and into a humble ſub- 
10 


mifhon to his light and power in all concernments and fo in time be con- 
{iderate in cheſe weighty things as men of grave and (ollid deportments, for 


here is the cruth plainly ſet before you with great regard and tenderneſs both 


t9 your own Souls, and to the nation, 
W. Ss. 


_ 


AN | 
EPISILE 
Flock of CHRIST. 
Being a Heavenly portion difiributed from the 
Love of God. 


Ear Friends, and Brethren, Beloved in the Lord who have obtained 

Grace z Mercy and Peace in God the Father through the Lord Je- 

ſus Chriſt, uats whom God hath appeared in Light and life, 

where ye have ſeen the excellkeat Glory of Immortality, and the 

riches and treaſures of that Kingdom which is not bf this World, and having 
ſeen that glotious fight or ſpeQacle by the appearance of the heavenly ſeed in 
4 G | your 
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your inward parts, ſo you have ſeen both what the truth is, and from whom it 
comes, and you know that it is the God of all cruch who hath manifeſt cruch 
unto you & you having loved truth in the manifeſtation, ſo you are in meaſure 
acquainted with its vertue and operation, and this hath drawn you with a cord 
of love out of your dead works to ſerve the living God in holineſs of life, and 
you being joyned co che truch with conſtant and ſtedfait minds, your love and 
obedience is more enlivened and quickned to the leadings and working of it, 
ſo that you are followers of the truth in love to your own ſatisfaCtion and com- 

fort, and this was the giſt of God which unto you was given in the beginnin 
to lead you out of Eg yprs darkneſs & bondage and by which the word of ſalva- 
tion was firſt preached unto you for your Reſtauration and recovery out of that 
thraldom, and as your love and obedience hath ſtood in Faithfulneſs to the 
Word of Salvation that was firſt preached unto you, ſo you know the bleffed 
eff:&s of it unto your deliverence our of Zgyprs darkneſs and bondage, and 
alſo knows that glorious liberty and freedom which in the truth you have ob- 
cained by the mercy of God,& ſo you know how the appearance of the heaven- 

ly ſeed hath withered the Earthly Weeds, and how the light hath driven awa 
darkneſs, and truth deceit, and life death, and love envy, and meekneſs 
wiath, and patience fretfulneſs, and temperance inordinancy, and faithun- 
belicf; and peace trouble, and joy ſorrow, and as truth hath thus changed you 
by the operation of its power in bringing with it all theſe heavenly vertues 
aud graces tnto your Souls, ſo it hath made you new creatures by the regene- 
ration in overcoming that ſpiritand nature in which ye were prone to evil, and 
where darkneſs had dominion oyer you to oppreſs you with heavy burthens,and 
by this ye are cone to know that the Almighty hath ſhewed you kindneſs and 
tender mercies by manifeſting himfelf unto you in a needful time, and ftretch- 
ing forth his arm to help you when diſtreſs and trouble was upon you in your 
captivity, for then did you travail in pain and groan in ſorrow as wanting de- 
liverance, and the Lord did pitty you in your mournfull ſtate, and ſent a viſi« 
ration to you in an acceptable time, and a deliverer came in power that 
hach broken the bands of death, and raized you from under che region and ſhad- 
dow of it. and (o you have ſeen the Lord in his appearance and goings, and are 
acquainied with his power both 1n killing and making a live, and alſo in pul- 
ling down and raifing up, and how he hath (hewed kindneſs to you for your 
everlaſting good, ſo that ye are become as Plants of his Right hand, and Babes 
of his own Family, and Lambs of his own Flock, and now knows your por» 
ton in the heayenly Seed and Life which is immortal, and havetaken up your 
reſt in that land which ſtrangers doth not poffeſs, where ye know the Inheri- 
tance ſealed unto afſurance, and fo cannor look to any other thing to be your 
comfort, peace, or ſatisfaFtion but the heavenly inheritance in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and thar hath drawn you from things below and fixed your eye upon things a- 
bove, and that which comes from above is your portion and comolation, and 
every one hath apart according to the kindneſs of him that deſpoſeth and chis 
heavenly portion 1s diſtributed amongſt all the heavenly plants Babes & Lambs 
whole ſanification is in the will of God, the bread from heaven is broken unto 
you to feed upon,and water of life ftowerh unto you for your refreſhment,the 
heavenly ſeed is an open Fountain from which Eternal life is freely miniſtred 
unto you that have renounced eyil for you are all good things prepared, there- 
fore my dear Friends and Brethren be not carefu] for a portion or Inheritance 
infading things, for as you are dead to all fading things folife and ——_ 
| Wi 
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will take you up into heavenly Manſions, and into a heavenly portion and in-- 


heritance, and there you will know that all things are hid with Chriſt ia God 
for you, and that will eaſe you of che burdenſome care that may come upon 
you by looking at Temporal Poſleſſions, and you will feel the Heavenly Pow- 
er, and Life, in Dominion over that which would draw you into Temporal 
things to weaken your Faith with doubtful Fears, and there your Immortal 
Souls will be at liberty and freedom inthe Immortal life , and you will have crue 
rejoycing in your heavenly portion as being the only good, for God is che only 
good, from whoſe heavenly love a heavenly portion is diſtributed amongſt you, 
and as God is the only good, even (o is his gift that proceedeth from him , 
aud his gift being the only good, it is eternal life, and they that receive the 
heavenly portion, receives eternal life, and lives by their portion g and all 
that lives by their portion, they praiſe the good, which is God, 

Oh this is the excellent treaſure and portion which is immortal and never 
dies, happy for ever are you that havea part in it, and keeps it tothe end, 
your tree is planted by the Rivers of Waters and bringeth forth Fruitin due 
ſeaſon, your leafdoth not fall in Winter, nor wither in Summer , bur you al- 
ways flouriſh and are fair in fruitſulneſs, for the heavenly power is over you to 
preſerve and keep you atall ſeaſons,and ſo you are the branches chat the living 
Vine ſendeth forth ro bear Fruit ro Gods glory : and this being the work of the 
Lord by the operation of his hand,it is in his hand preſerved from being blaſted, 
and though Winter ſtorms may be violent, and Summer may yeild a ſcorching 
hear, yer the hand of the Lord preſerves you from the extreams of both, and 
your Fruit doth not decay, becauſe itis of that ſeed which henceforth and for 
ever God hath bleſled, 

Oh glorious God, full of good, thy name is wonderful, and thy ele re- 
members thee, 

Oh holy life, fall of light,thy appearance draws unto thee, and thy off-ſpring 
loves thee. 

Oh living power, full of operation, thy work ſanctifierh, and thy workman- 
ſhip depends upon thee. _—_— 

Oh infinire ſpirit, full of vertue, thy Fountain miniſtreth, and thy Family 
prailes thee, 

Oh bleſſed truth, full of grace, thy word inftruteth, and thy Followers ex- 
alc thee. | 

Oh heavenly wiſdom, full of divinity, thy counſel ordereth, and thy chil- 
dren honours thee, 

Oh Ecernal Majeſty, thou art all in thy own fulneſs, thon diſtribureth and 
never wanterh, none can add unto thee, none can take from thee, none can 
compel thee, none can limit thee, thou art from everlaſting, and none is 
like thee, the ſeed of Abrahamlives by Faith in thee, and the Fruit of his 
loins are heirs of thy Kingdom, and in blefling thou blefſeth them according 
to thy promiſe, and unto thee they gave endlels glory: | 

Oh all ye Lambs of life, praiſe ye the Lord 3 he that is one only ttue, and 
wiſe in himſelf, the maker of all things, who of himſelf. can do all things, 
praiſe ye his power with the powers of your Inner man which by Regeneration 
1s renewed : and in praifing be humble before him, that your mellody may 
be well pleafing to him , for he is God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, the High 
and Mighty One that diſtributes your portion3 and as ye fit in the heavenly 
places in-Chriſt Jeſus, he will fill yow with his goodne(s, and fo praiſe his 

' name 
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name in the laad of the living, and bleſs the one and only God who bleſſerh 
ou, | 

: So all dear and beloved friends every where, all wait for the diſtribution df 
your heavenly port.on which the heavenly God giveth with his own hand, 
that ye may be always ready to receive it in hisown time and having received 
2t from his hand be choice of it, and not prodigal with it, for it is an excel. 
Tent treaſure, and not to be laviſhed, and you that are choice of it, as you 
receive itin the diſtribution from the love of God, it will be a pretious porti- 
on unto you, and you will feel it renewed and increaſed as you are choice in 
the uling of it, and (o your portion will not decay by Prodigal ſpending, but 
will be always ready to relieve you when you ſtand in need, and there you will 
gather ſtrength ia the Lord and in the power of his might to ſtand in this ſtron 
c-mpeſt which is broken forth to overwhelm the tender deſites and breathings 
which God hath begotten aſter himſelf, and if it were poſſible to beat down the 
pure appearance of truth and righteouſneſs, and to lay wafte the true way and 
worſhip of the living God, and as the violence of this furious tempeſt bloweth 
upon you to cauſe your hearts to fail from following the Lord in the Leadings 
of his light, and (o to bring you back again into Egypt and the houſe of bon- 


dage, ſo you had need be watchfull to the power of the Almighty which is 
able to preſerve you, and to be ſtrengthened with might by his ſpirit in the In- 


ner Man, thatin the Leadings of the light you may all continue following the 
Lotd in his own way, and not be turned aſide to either hand, or driven back 
again into the old nature, for if any turn afide as if they would ſtand and ſee 
the end, and then think to turn in again when a calm may come, they may be 
ſo raken captive as never to {ee a return, and if any go back.again into the o}d 
nature for ſafety and ſecurity, there captivity will be great and heavy, for theſe 
are the things deſignedby the violence and fierceneſs of the tempeſt, and if 
it could turn aſide or drive back again by its fury, then the nature of it. would 
be at liberty co triumph in the works of Laiquity, therefore all dear friends, be 
watchful to the light and power of the Lord God, that in him ye-may be ſtrong 
to ſtand agaialt the tempeſt in irs figrceneſs and fury, and ſer the Lord al- 
waies before you that he may lead you ang keep you inthe way everlaſting, 
for it is in vain for any tofly to the Mountains or Hills for help and ſalvation, 
becauſe the rempeſt, will purſue thither and find out the moſt ſecret place, bur 
the name of the Lord is a ſtrong. Tower, the Righteous fly thither and are fafe, 
and fo it may be ſaid tothe Righteous it ſhall go well with them becauſe they fly 
to the name of the Lord for Refuge and Safety,and ſo are neither turned aſide 
nor driven back again, butin the name of the Locd are preferved, and ate 

quiet from Fear ofevil, and ſa it is well with the Righteous whoſe dwelling 

place is in the name of the Lord, and bleſſed are the Righteous that keeps their 

habitation and are not moved, the Lord is your ſtrength and portion, and 

Crown of Rejoycing. 


Oh you are amiable inyour dwellings who in the light have taken up your reſt, 
your Garment is an Ornament of excellent beauty, & your bed a ſweet & plea- 
fant {avour, and in your faithful teſtimony the Lord hatch pleaſure, and be- 
cauſe you only ſeek the honour ofhis name he will honour you, and though the 
dark places of the earth be full of cruelty againſt the innocency of your life, 
yer the power of the Almighty will be a ſure defence over the glotious truth, 
therefore gird up the loyns of your minds and hope to the end, for God is 
with you. 6 P And 
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And dear Friends, I cannot but exhort you in Brotherly kindneſs to be 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith, content in patience, and quiet in meekneſs, and abound- 
ing in love, thgt no part of the garment ſpotted of thefleſh may appear npon 
you, bur the pure Heavenly Wiſdom and Righteonfneſs of Chriſt Jeſus may 
fillyou and cloath you, then Wiſdom will inſtruc you in all things wherem 
trath is concerned,ai.d ſo i wiſdom to be ordered in the truth and one towards 
anotherz and let nothing but the love of trath and one anorher 
appear amongſt you, and that will go over and weir ont whatſoever is 
contrary z ſor if you have an eye one 6pon another to give Judgemenic 
in things wherein your eye may not be ſatisfied, ir will ran you into 
divers apprehenſighs, and ſecretly work into divifions, for the enemy is 
baſie to advance his work if he be not reſiſted, there are many things to be well 
weighed and confidered wherein tratch is concerned; and,ſuch as are ſtrong to 
bear with che weak and help them, chat none may be turned ont of the way 
that in wiſdome may be preſerved , for if you will confider the preſent time 
you may be ſenſible thar you are all concerned co walk wiſely both to ſuch as 
are within & ſuch aSare withonr, & yet notſuffer your teſtimony in any thing to 
be weakned, and as we wait for Gods wiſdom it will in all things direc you as 
beſt becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſas,atid rhen peace 8& unity will be preſer- 
ved amonigſt you, and ye will all be fond in the true ftrvice of Idve ro Gods 
lory. | 

2 in all things my dear Friends be mitidful co rake counſel of the Lord God 
that his Wiſdom may direct you in all your ways words and works, and there 
you will all have martual farisfa&tion in rhe unity of one ſpirit, ro your everlaſting 
peace, joy and comfort, and the bleſſings of the Lord God will cover you atid 
reſt upon you, | | 

And let not your ear be open to intelligence abroad, neither fpeak mach a- 
momgſt your ſelves of whatis done unto you or others, but all dwell in the hea- 
venly rhanfions of light and life, and hearken to the intelligence of wiſdoms 
voice, and that will preſerve you in the m_—_— of your fieayenly portion. 

And be avt difmayed at Tribulations, bur follow che light inco the King- 
dom, and there you will find a ſure reward for all your ſufferings and afflicti- 
ons. | 

Dear Friends and Brethren, my dear love ſalutes am anduanrto rhe Lord 


God 1 commend you, and in the Lambs patience reſt with you. 
The 14th day of the Your Friend and Brother tn the tender 
$th month, 1670, | compaſſion of Chrif# Feſus, 
FW. S. 
THE 
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KING 
AND BOTH 
Houſes of Parliament, 


Frieuds, 
W FE haivemuch cleerneſs to preſent our ſuffering condition unto you,zs 
| to olir own concernments, though we are ſenſible that many of our 
dear Friends and Brethren are deeply exerciſed in the ſame Tryal 
wich as, which unto you bave been preſented ina a hwnar tas 
as our ſufferings are carried on by ſuch perſons as do not ſeem to be ſenſible ei- 
ther of Law, FTquity, or mercy, ſo we cannot but lay before you the ſad 
effe@ts Which are prodiiced by their means and yer likely co be continued if not 
by you prevented, for we do not ob thatthey who firſt put their hands ro 
ork againſt ds (fince by your a they were enconraged) do intend to ſpare us 
whilſt we have any thing they can cake from us, and many of us they 
have already left in a very low Eſtate as to outwardthings, for they have taken 
borh oir Corn, Cartle, and Houſhold goods, fo that we are as a people which 
ſeemingly are appointed to 2 day of outward diſtreſs in a high degtee, and 
Witreas we have been capable of doing good unto others, and have relieved 
many in their onrward wants, and paid our Taxes tothe King, and our Rents 
unto whom ghey were due, and maintained conſiderable Families in a comfor- 
table maiitier, we are ow made altogether uncapable of doing ſach things 
f\;owgh the viclence'of ſore men againſt us that pretend your AR for what 
they do, aad that you who are the outward authority of a Nation, ſhould have 
your authority concerned in the deſolation of ſo many honeſt Families (& eſpe- 
cially the name and authority of the King)we may have ſome cauſe to hope that 
the ſerious conſideration of your own concernment may ſtop all ſuture pro- 
ceedings inſucha manner, and to caule all perſons who do imploy themſelves - 
to ruine ns to ceaſe from their violence, for our hearts ate grieved within us to 
ſee how men ad daily againſt us to their own hurt, beſides the ſorrow that 
arrends us to ſee onr Children & Families deprived of that comfortable lively- 
hood which they and we have been partakers of through the mercy of God, 
and we donot know that we have ever given juſt occa Goh why it ſhould be ſo 
done unto ts, and having clear Conſciences in the fight of God for having any 
intefition againſt you to do you harm, we mult needs ſay that we are aflited 
in our Innocehcy, and it is a very great comfort to ns as from the Lord that we 
are Innocent from any juſt charge of evil, and as the Lord God hath made 
us Innocent and in that life preſerves us, he doth not condemn us as being 
guilry of offences againſt you,and therefore you have no cauſe atall to puniſh us 


- 85 offenders; 
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0h King and Parliament, Remember the time of your own adverſity, and 
how a way was made, for you to come into your places of authority, and be ye 
merciful as God hath ſhewed mercy ugto you, for cur condition is ſad as to 
outward things, and though we ſhall not now trouble you with particulars; be 
lieving you may have ——_ our ſyfferin ed with other of our 
dear Friends, yet know hap we hayghpce take iuKttd much and the ſame 
thing is ſtil] continuedin a high devreolfor as che Inf: $cleareth one place, 
they go to another where thy have any hopes ro compaſs their own gain, and 
there is one Juſtice that appeareth ready to anſwer their minds in what they 
would have done, fo that it is abſolute necefſicy that cauſeth us thus ro com- 
plain unto you, for we may hope that enotlike minded to bring outward 


ruine upon us agd our Farpilles, and we may alſo hope ro meer with ſome ter 
wid fie ol AeNaionh 


dernels and pitty from (ugh 4 great Aſſembly wherela the body | 
{6 much concerned,and we know if you incline your Ear tothat of Godin you, 
our cauſe will be pleaded beyond what we can lay before you, for that good and 
juſt principle rakes notice of all your thoughts, woras, and works, arid if you do 
well, it will then be well with you, bur if you turn your ear from the inſtrugi- 
on of Life, and follow on your own way to aftlit the innocent, then will you 
cauſe the: Holy One to turn againſt you, and draw down his Hand heavy 
npon you. 

go” King, Counſel, and Parliament, Conſider inthe Fear of God the End 
for which you have power in outward government, and make uſe of yoar power 
for the benefit of all that are under your power,aad give glory to Chriſt Jeſus, 
whois King and Lord in government everlaſting, that ſo by your means the 
whole nation may be ſerled in love, peace and quietnels, to every ones happi- 
neſs. 

So having briefly and plainly demonſtrated the truth of our conditions unto 
you (from too true experience) we ſhall commit all things wherein we are con» 
cerned unto the true andliving God 3 and in the Joy of his preſence weteſt,and 
can truly ſay that we are your Fiiends for your everlaſting good, 


This was written by W. S. on the behalf of the People of God called Quakers 
in the County of Nottingham, the 15 of the 11 Month, 1670, and ſubſcri- 
bed by ſervera! { of the Suff exers and delivered tothe KING and Parli- 


ment, 


THE 


UMI 


— toe l 131 «$4 * ID * 
1693 1 " ? . ' "7h .* £14 


AN 


EPISTLE 
CALLED 


: Cholen of God. 


By William Smith. 
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Dear Friends, ; 
N the deep Senſe of that living Voice, which hath called you out of Dark- 
I neſs, to the Light of Life ; there is ſomething upon me to communicate 
unto you, for the furtherance of your Faith and mutual Joy, and for the 
Sertling and Eſtabliſhing your Heatts and Minds in the power of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, which hath been, and ſtill is preached unto you for Life atd Sal- 
vation; that as the Lord hath called you by his- Heavenly Yoice, fo you may 
all obey from your Hearts that bleſſed DoQrine, which by his Holy Spirit hach 
been plentifully held forth amongſt you, unto Converfion, Edification and 
Comfort , that through your Obedience you may witneſs the Lord to make 
choice of you, as a peculiar People, to ſhew forth his Praife, and ſo make 
your Calling and Ele&tion ſure, For though many may be called, yet if they 
do not obey from the Heart that Spirit by which they are called, they may nor 
be choſen , and ſo a Profeſſion of Truth may be held out of the Life arid Power 
of itz and you cannot but know what all Profefſtons are, out of the Life and 
Power of Truthz For when you were feeking after God inbare Profeſſions, you 
could not find true Satisfaction to your Souls 3 but were cumbred about man 
things, and wanted One Thing that was only needfal ; and now the Lord in 
his Mercy hathenlightened you with his true "—__ which you ſee the ray 
G 4 


things 


- 
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things, and their emptineſs, and are come to know One Thing, which is the 
Fulneſs, and in which ye have all Life, Power and Bleſſings , and fo far 
ye are come to witneſs the Subſtance, ye have the true ſavaur of good Things 
in one Thing, where all is contained, and it is the Love of God unto you, 
that harhTaxdiſpoſed grour Heaxts towaRiShimſelf, and As r Cor drawn 
you out ofbing bgow, which are c$ngeable, toa feeling of tNagwhich is 
Immortal,%and newer<hangeth ; and aSthe Love of God is the ground of your 
change from things below into things that are above, ſo it is a ſafe and (ure 
Foundation for you to ſtand upon, for;in irdelf it doth not admit of any Alte- 
ration, but is alwayes firmand ſure in its own Nature and Life, and as ye are 
faſtened to it, and ſtand upon it, you will find it to be a Rock of Strength un- 
to your lier And whag can be more deſirable ro you, #han the T hing that ye 
have oor Thing which in it ſelf is ofanflmmortgl Nature, andyieldeth 
Immortal Riches 2 can you ftx your Eye #pon any thing among the many things, 


or upon all the many things, to deſire after any one or all of them? Can you part 


from your Foundation, which as ſue and ſafe, and is a Rock of Strength to 
your Feet, to joyn or cloſe with any thing, or things, which are of a lower 
degree in nature and quality 2 Oh ! no, my Friends, your Safety isto ſtand 
in that which is ſafe in itſelf; yea, to ſtand jn the Light, where the Love of 
God firſt reachefl ung yan,and bywhich ye have fel the greatueſs of his Pow- 
er working in you in that is your ſafety, as being ſafe in it ſelf : For you 
may betried with an Hour of Temptation, but as you ſtand in the Light and 
Power of God, ye will overcome it,& ſo you will feel the Rock tobe Strength 
ro your Feet, that they may not flip, and by the mighty Power of God 
you will be k-pt, as ye ſtand and abide init, and the Hour of Tempration will 
paſs aver, and ſo you willnot fall into:Snares to beentangled, but walkin the 
pleaſant Path of Life co-your endleſs Comfort : For what were your dayes 
when ye were cumbred about many things 2 Were they not full of Trouble, 
Grief and Sorrow © Did not the Seed Mourn whilſt ye were profeſſing God 
in that nature, which gloried in Appearance only? And did you not then go 
as a People bowed down under the Bondage of Corruption ? And were not 
many of you in that time caſt down, as a People without Hope 2 and were you 
not brought to lay your Hands upon your Loins for very feebleneſs * And was 
there nota ſecret Cry, That the Lord would appear, and fhew you his $aluation , 
and that he would guide and dire you in the Way where you might find his pre- 
fence: And how wonderfully did God appear for you in that great Streight,as 
having regard to the Cry of the Poor and the Sighing of the Needy « And how did 
he manifeſt his Light in you. to give Light unto you? And did he not then 
fend forth the Meſſengers of his Covenant in the Spirit of the firſt-born amon 
many Brethren ? And did not thoſe Meſſengers declare the Way of God's Sal- 
vation to you,8 ſounded Glad-ridings'in your Ears? Did they nor inſtru you 
unto the Way of Life, Peace & Truth, 8 preach the Light to be the Way that 
leadeth unto God 2 And was not their Meffage a faichful Teſtimony,that reach- 
ed the Faithful Witneſs in every Cogfcience,and ſolaboured to bring all to the 
Witneſs inthemſeives 2 And when this Glad-tidings was ſounded in your Ears, 
and char your Fars heard, and your Hearts believed ; did you not begin to ſee 
the emptineſs of all other pretended Meflengers, and came to a feeling of 
God's Witneſs in your own Conſciences, and fo came to know the Things re- 
provahle, and to learn of that which reproved 2 Agd did not the Lord herein 
ſhew great Kindneſs-unto you, that when you were as4 People without Hope 
in 
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ina wearied Condition, then to appear tomanifeſt the Way of Life, where- 
in you might find Reffto-your Souls ? And hathnot the Lotd now ſhewed you 
a pleaſant Path, where Mercy and Truth meets together, and where Righte- 
ouſneſs and Peace embrace and kiſs each other £ Oh! ever to be forgotten 
Mercies, but worthy to be had in Everlaſling Remembrance: And ye are hap- 
py that keep in remembrance the Days and Times paſt, wherein God hath 
{hewed you Favour z for thereby you come to feel his Love, Mercies and Fa- 


vours to be more inlarged unto youz and as ye are come out of the many things, 


and have found One Thing to be the chiefeit,(o all mind to keep it asa Pearl of 


' great Price: For ye have found the Lord's Chriſt, 8 the Lord's Chriſt is become 


your Strength, Stay, & Salvation , 8 this is very weighty to be felt upon every 
ones Heart, That the Living God hath revealed his Son in you, and that ye know 
him to be the Lord's Chyi#t ; this is that alone in which your Peace and Felicity 


ftandech immutable, and is of far greater worth and value then the _ 


things: Andas inthe Light ye have found the Riches and Treaſures of an End- 


leſs Life, even ſo to keep inthe Light 3 and keep your Poſſeſſion, and be not 


drawn out with any Whimſical Fanciesand Conceits to loſe your Poſſeſſion ; 

it is the Word of the living God unto you all : For the Lord hath ſhewed oreat 
Kindneſs unto you,thar ye might glorifie him in your Bodies, Souls and Spirits, 
as being his, and ſoro Honour the Lord in all things, for the exceeding 
Riches of his Kindneſs towards you : for it is required of all, unto whom the 
Lord hath ſhewed Kindneſs, that they be found faithful, and fo to behold the 
Lord in his goings, and go with him, then all will know the things that con- 
cern their Peace, and things by which they may edifie one another, and ſo be 
a Help and Comfort one to another, even as God is a Help and Comfort un- 
to them : For, how wonderful is the Work which the Lord hath wrought 
for you in Egypt, in bringing you out of Zgypr, and carrying you through many 
Tryals, and delivering you from many Enemies, forthe Deliverer is come 
co open the Priſon Door, and ſet the Captive at Liberty ; yea, he is come 
who hath all Power in Heaven anc Earth, Chriſt Jeſus, the oreat Deliverer, 
the only Saviour , Preferver , Sandtifier , and Fuſtifier ; and ye that know 
his coming, ye are Witnefles of the greatneſs of his Work, and of his Pow- 
er, Might and Strength in working , and fo ye are ſenſible into what Root ye 
are planted by the Right-hand of the Almighty; and ye know that ye ſpring up 
inhis Life, as his Off ſpring, and that the Pluckers cannot pluck you our of his 
Hand ; forall have been plucking at you,but cannot pluck you out of the Hand 
of your Planter ; and fo, he that hath planted you into his Life, he keeps you 
from being pluck'r out of it z and it is his great Mercy n»to you, in that hehath 
planted you into ſuch a bleſſed Root, and raiſed you up into it, and keeps you 
from being plucked out of ity here he gives unto you eternal Life,that ye ſhould 
not periſh, bur live for-ever , and ſo he hath choſen you; and ordained you to 

bring forth Fruit, andthat your Fruit ſhould remain, for Chriſt Jeſus keeps 

you by his Power ip your Plantation, and none can pluck you out of your Plan- 

ration, Therefore all abide in him, who is not of the World, but hath cho- 

ſen you out of che World , yea, I ſay, abide in him and your Fruit will remain, 
and will not be ſhaken and ſpoiled with Storms and Tempeſts, and ſo you will 
flouriſhlike the Palzs-Tree, and grow like the Cedars in Libanon : for you 
that cruſt in the Lord and whoſe Hope the Lord is, you are as Trees planted by 
the Waters, and that ſpread out their Roots by the Rivers, and ſhall not 
ſee when heat cometh, bur their Leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall nor be carefal 


in! 
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in the Year of Drought, or inthe Year of Reſtraine, neither ſhall 'ceafe from 
yielding Fruit: And fo the Almighty God hath choſen you in this day to bear 
the fruits of Righteouſneſs in his Righteous Life, and by that Fruit ye honour 
the God of your Salvation, who keeps you in his Life from being plucked our. 
And ſoall live inthe Faith, which in the Power of God ye have received 5 
keepin the Power that is able to keep you unto the End, and ſo by Faith ger 
Victory over the World, and pleaſe God z and add to your Faith Patience, 
that ye may not think the time long in which =uY Faith is trying , for the trying 
of your Faich worketh Patience, to bring forth Fruit z therefore let Patience 
have its perfet# work, that ye may be entire, lacking nothing z, and as ye have pa- 
rified your Souls in obeying the Truth chrough the Spirit, unto unfeigned Love 
of the Brethren, ſo ler your Love be continued as in the beginning , for Bre- 
thren, that keep the Faith, they labour in the Love, which edifies the Body , and 
as ye love the Brethren that keep the Faith, chere will be no entertainmenc 
for the Grudger and Evil-Surmizer , for where that ſpirit is entercained, it cor- 


ryupts the mind with Evil Thoughts and Self-Conceits, and that runs into Self-. - 


Separation, Diviſion and Diltrationz but as ye walk in the Light you will 
feel the Love over all ſuch things z and ſo love the Brethren, and one another 
unfeignedly, and that is your Strength, by which the Power of Darkneſs is 
to be overcome 3 for Unity in the Unfeigned Love is the Strength of the Body, 
and ſo itis acompleat Body under the Rule and Government of Chriſt Jeſus 
the Head y and he in all things hath the preheminence unto whom all be- 
longs. | 

And all walk worthy of the tender Metcies which God hath largely manifeſt- 
ed unto you ; and take heed of giving or taking any Occaſion of Offence, bug 
all mind your own Conditions and Concernments 3 and let none be Wiſe in 
their own Eyes, butlook upon themſelves with chat Eye which can prefer ano- 
ther, for the lowly Mind, that keeps in the Light, is preſerved in the Loye 
that thinkerhno ill, and in Love his ready to ſerve, and doth not ſeek to be 
a Maſter , for ifſuch a thing doth at any time ariſe, Offences are at hand, and 
that doth much hart as ir is put in praQtice z therefore all avoid ſuch things, by 
living in the True Simplicity and Peaceable Wiſdom,that ye may all keep the 
Faith that works by Love, and edifies the Body z and foal} will live as Bre- 
thren, ina faithful Teſtimony to God's Glory, and therehis Preſence will be 
with you, and your Joy will be full, 

And all keep down to the Power that keeps in the Life, that all your words 
may ſavour of Life , for the words of Life are Gracious words, by which Grace 
is miniftred to the Hearers z but where words (well above the Life, they only 
influence upon the Aﬀe&ions, which draweth out of the Peaceable and Quier 
Habitation, and from feeling the weighty Life in irs ReſurreRion, and all ſuch 
Motions run whirling about 1n the Air, and that ſtirreth up Tempefts, where 
all are tofſed about with Wind and Waves: Therefore all wait to beſtayed 
with the Power of God, which is the Anchor of the Sou], both ſure and ſted- 
faſt, For when the Life riſes, ic riſes with weight, and all that riſe in the Life, 
they are ſound and weighty gz for, they ſtand 1n the center of Life, and are 
moved by the motion of itz and there all are preſerved in Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding, and are alwayes nouriſhed with the Nouriſhment that in the Life 
is preſent, and ſoare alwayes living and fruitful in a certain ſtarey and here 
all come to be kept in the true Tenderneſs and Sweetneſs, out of all Flartery 
and Feignedneſs , for the AﬀeRions move uncertzinly, and gever do eſtabliſh 

any 
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any ir cheir goings, but ſometimes will appear as livingin the higheſt degree, 
and then again will fall and dye, and be as nothing, and that is an uncertain 
Srate, where none can ſtand ſure: therefore all mind the Life, and the weigh- 


ty ſavory words of Life, that with the Life every one may be truly refreſhed, 
comforted and ſtabliſhed, 


Oh Friends! Beye all watchful to the Heavenly Light, to be preſerved in 
the feeling Þf Ecernal Life, chat ye-may all follow che Lamb in his goings, and 
not go into any thing that is contrary to him z for that draweth a yail over the 
Life, and obſtruceth che Vertue, and then the pettiſh part is ready to be ex- 
ceptious, and ſtreighren the Life, and the Unity in it, and ſo the evil Eye 
comes to be opened, and the Whiſperer and Reporter to be let at liberty, and 
then the Enemy wotks into parties, to ſpoil the Heritage of God, and it is ſet 
much upon me by the Spirit of che Lord to warn and exhort all Friends, To be 
very circumſpect in all their wayes, and to keep to the Light, by which chey 
were firſt convinced, and in which crue Love aboundeth, that none may run 
our, and grieve thre Spirit of the Lord, and bring Grief one upon another, but 
all keep in the go20d Unity of the Sp:rit, which is the Bond of Peace, and ſo all 
will underſtand what rojoyn unto, and what to ſtand at adiſtance from , for a 
good Underſtanding keepeth good Order, and they that have attained to it, 
they (ſpeak with the Spirit and with an Underſtanding, and pray with the Spi- 
rit and with an Underſtanding, and fing with che Sp:rit and with an Under- 
ſtanding, and with the Spirit and with an Underſtanding, God is glorified , 
and unto his Bleſſed Name and Power be Glory for ever, Amen. 


And Friends, Be very mindful in all things wherein you are concerned, to 
anſwer the Lord in Obedience and Faithfulneſs to the End, that yout Hearts 
and Min1s may be conſtant to perſevere in the Way of Godlineſs, that in the 
Light you may feel the Strength and Power of Life, to do the Will of God, 
and ſo the Lord will keep you in his Way, as a People that are ordered and diſ- 

oſed in his Counſel, and you will be as a*Holy Generation, and a Royal Prief- . 
Food ro offer a living Sacriftce of Praiſe upon his own Altar : For the Lordis 
exceeding good to all that —_ love him and ſerve him ; he is nigh to help 
them wherein his Name and Fruthis concerned;for his Power is as the Wings. 
of an Eagle, and where his Power beareth ap, there is no fainting, but a Faith- 
fal Continuing with Joyfulneſs, to ſerve Him unto the End. 


Therefore, all keepin che Light, which the Meſſengers of the Covenant 
firſt preached unto you, and by which your Hearts were touched and turned 
unto God, abide inthar, as being the one and only in which the Love, Life, 
Spirit, Power and Wiſdom of God reſteth 3, for all reſteth inthe Light, and in the 
Light all comes to be witneſſed in one Nature and Being : and whatſoever 


would draw your Minds from the Light, under any Colour or Pretence, ler 


it not prevail over you, bur ſtand in the Zight, and refiſt it as your Enemy : 
For, aSthe Lightis only true, ſo there is to be an abiding in it z for all chat go 
from it, to find any thing true aboye it, they err from the Faith, and wrong 
themſelves g or, who go from the Light, tro embrace the World, they enter 
intothe Houſe of Bondage , and where tae Enemy ſo prevaileth over any, is 
is becauſe there is not Faithfulneſs to the Light, For, if there be Faichfulneſs 
to the Zight,the Wiles of the Enemy are diſcovered, =_ Dangers A z 

6 or 
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for the Light lifts up itſelf asa Standard againſt the. ſubgjl Worker; and,ſo with 
the Light the Faithful are preſerved in.cheir Fairhfulgeſs, co, watk. with Gad, 
and do his Will, and there they grow in; Grace and :Gaddineſs, by which the 
Truth is Honoured, niet] w Wow! 
"And herein the great Love of God is manifeſt to all.the Faichful, whoare in- 
deed his Choſen,and unto whom his Arm is ſtretched forth for their Preſerva- 
tion; he only is the God of their Salvation,& in his Zife he cauſeth alt his cen- 
'der Plants to grow,and with his Vertue he gives them Nouriſhment,co-make 
them live and be fruitful; yea, itis He, and none Elſe, -he whoſe Name en- 
ditres for ever; and all that wait upon him his Grace falls upog them : Thetre- 
fore truſt ye in Him, whole Name 1s, / am, The Legd Strong and Mighty, The 
Everlaſting 1mmortal God, The Power that is able 40 ſubdue all things to ut ſelf by 
which ye may all feel che Reſurrection of che Immortal Seed, and of the Seed 
to be born'again, and ſo as Heirs of Life to inherit Life, and in Life to live, 
That the Alphs and Omega, the Beginning and Ending, may be your Reſt : 
And as ye all dwell inthe Zzght,you will be ſenſible of the Drawings and Lead- 
ings of bis Handſince the Day in which he firſt Appeared to you, aud how he 
hath driven back Enemies before you, and brought you forward intoa Weal- 
thy Place , yea, a Place where he have found durable Riches : and keeping in 
the Weighty Power you will havea weighty Life, aad ſo be found as ſuch char 
walk woirhy of the V ocation, unto which God hath called you , and there you 
will know the goings on from one degree of Godlineſsto. another, unto the 
Perſe&t State in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo you will not haſtily flie up into the Air,bur 
learn your Goings by degrees, and walk ſafely, and there your Way Will be 
pleaſant to you, and yoar Reward a Crown: for, who overcometh, the Lord 
will Crown; the Overcomers muſt wear the Crown,as a Token of their Vico- 
ty over all chings contrary to Truth and Purity, andalſo, -as their Glory before 
him who ſers the Crown upon their Heads and {ſuch Honour have all the 


Saints: And ſo in the Power of God all get Fittory, and Overcome,that ye may wear 
" the Crown. ; 


And all be mindful wherein ye are concerned one towards another in all 
things, that the Peace of God in all your Hearts may rule, and that the pure Mo- 
vings of God's Power ye may all know in your Underſtandings, that every one 

'may know their going forth and coming in as the Power ordereth, and then the 
Order will be kept, and not broken; for if the crue Power be not underſtood 
in irs Movings, but that another thing moveth and ateth, thar thing breaks 
the Order 3 and none do keep the Order of the Goſpe/,but who live in the Pow- 
er and underſtanderh the Motion of it; and ſoall are to waic upon God, to 
underſtand his Counſel and do his Will, and not follow their own Counſel,and 
do their own Wills , for, if any do ſo, they will run iato Confuſion, and come 
co nothing ; bur who ſtand in the Counſel of the Zoxd, and do his Will, they 
ſerve him in the order of his own Life, by which he hath Glory: Ando all is to 
be kept down with the Power, that nothing may be ſeen or heard but the pure 
Seedin its own pure Life, and then you will feel what the Lord makes up to 
himſelf, and what he caſterh our, that muſt not come within the Borders of his 
Land, nor within the Gates of his City, nor within the Doors of his Houſhold 
and Family ; but is ſeparated and caſt out, as an unclean thing, which wich his 
Jewels he will not make up z For it is inthe Seed that he planceth, and buil- 
deth, and waketh up his Jewels ; and ſo he firrly frames bis Building toge- 
| ther, 
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ther, and in bln it grows anto an Holy Temple, and there is che Habitatiof! 
of God through. bis Spirit 5 and fo the Houſe is built uppn the Rock; and not 
upon the Sand , and the Hotſhold are.fed with Bread of the fineſt Wheat, and 
not with Husks and Chaft; and he is Lord and King in his own Houſe,to Rule, 
Order and Govern his Houſhold ,, and his Houſhold live in'Order, and not in 
Confufjon, and here ye will all have Reſt and fulneſs of Joy, 

Therefore, be Faithful ro the End inall things, that ye may Serve, Wors- 
ſhip aud Honour the God of all Power and Greacnets, that by your Paithful- 
neſs his Power and Greatneſs over all the Earth may be exalted, and his Name 
ſer above every Name in its own Excellency. 

And fo, inevery good Word and Work be ye all Fruitful, and walk in a 
Holy and Blameleſs Converſation 3 that he, who is Life, may be known to be 
the ROOT and TR EE bythe Fruit of Righteouſneſs, who is ro.Day as 
Yeſterday, and the (ame forever. , 

And Friends, Be Carcftul ro Honour God in all things ; for he Honoureth 
thoſe that Honoureth him: And rake heed that none Diſhonour God by fond 
Aﬀections one towards another 3 for if any go fondly together upon the ac- 
count of Marriage, they Diſhonour God, and hurt themſelves: And none to 
be bulie in making Motions berween Party and Party, or toperſwade any to 
change their Conditions, in which they themſelves are ſatisfied to continue and 
abide , butler every one feel the Truth in themſelves, andthe Movings of it 
in their own Hearts, to diſpoſe them in ſuch a Weighty Concernment, and 
then the Ordinance of God will be known in the Covenant of Life, and 
ſuch a Marriage will Honour God, as being Honourable in the Uladefiled 
Seed, | 

And all keep your Judgement inthe Power, Life, and Wiſdom that judg- 
eth Righteouſly. that you may be able todiſcernand try (pitics, whether they 
are of God , and letno fair Shew or Appearance out of the Life come over 
you to vail your Judgement and Dilcerning, norno feigned Love or Humility 
ſway your AﬀeCtions , for if any let in ſuch things, by letting out themſclves to 
comply or joyn with chem, they will let Darkneſs over their Judgement, and 
loſe their Judgement, and then they cannot put a Difference between the Pre- 
cious and the Vile ina ſound Judgement,and ſo may be taken and fnared with 
a ſmooth formed ſpirit in Carriage or,Words, Therefore all be mindf{vl and 
careful to keep Sound Judgment,that not any thing, contrary to the Spirit and 
Life of God, may comeover you , but keep the Judgment of Truth upon 
all, and ſer true Judgement over all and do nor feta Byaſs upon your Judg- 
ment, to turn or wreſt you aſide in Judgement; but all Judge in Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, in which you will alſo fee] the Mercy. | 

And all keep in the Stayed Sollid Life;and let not your Minds run after New 
Things, to draw you from the Sound and Weighty T ruth which you have 
ſeen, and heard and believed,but,what is manifefted unto. you, either by Word 


. or Writing, let the Heavenly Truth be Received, and Embraced, and Lived 


in, and none to run after new things to forger che old and fo you will all keep' 
in mind the Sound and Wholeſome Doctrine, which hatbplentifully been de- 
livered by Faithful Brethren, both by Word and Epiſtle , and the Do@ring 
will abide and remain in you, and you will abide and remain in the Do@tine: 
For, the preaching of the Grace of God by Jeſus Chriſt isthe Sound and 
Wholeſome Dodrine,- which all ave to receive and -beheve ; and whether jt be 


preached by Word or Epiſtle, it ſettleth and eſtabliſherh the Heart and Mind 


of 
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of choſe that receive it, and believeinitz and they come to grow in Grace, 
which is the Doctrine preached unto them, and by them received: and belie- 
ved: And ſo Sound DoQtrine maketh a Sound Peoplez and-you that have 
received it, and believe in it, you are made Sound by it, and whatſoever is 
manifeſt of that Nature, as a renewing of the Teſtimony, it doth more confirm 
yau in the Doctrine which ye have already received, but never draw#th you 
fromit3 and ſo you keep the Dorine from firſt to laſt, and do nor forger any 
part of ic: And you do well that keep in mind the Sound and Wholeſome 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the Sound and Wholeſome Exhortations with 
which ye have been exhorted into Obedience and faithfulneſs in things pertain- 
ing to the Goſpel-DoErine, and {o keepeth in the Go] [-Fellowſhip and Or. 
der, yea, I ay, ye do well who are thus mindful of that Do&rine, which in 
and by the Spiric of God hath been preached uato you 3. ye keep in that which 
is Sound and Wholeſome, and out of that which purrifies and Corrupes, 
and ſo come to live in the ingrafted Word, that is able to ſave your Souls. 

And all Friends, Keep your Meecings in the Faith, and hold faſt the profeſ- 
fion of your Faith in all Meetings; and keep in mind the grear Refreſhment 
with which ye have been refreſhed in Meetings, and which Rill remains wich 
all che Faichful;and watch againſt char ſpirit and nature which ar any time bring- 
ech Heavineſs and Drouſineſs upon you in meetings; and when you feel ſuch 
a ching coming upon you, do not give way tot, to be overcome by it, but with 
the Power of God reſiſt ic in time,and ſo you will feel the Power as a Spring of 
Living Water, to refreſh your Souls. - | 

Oh ! let your Diligence be improved in Watchfulneſs and Perſeverance, 
that ye may all feel the Power and Life over that which would at any time vail 
you from beholding the excellent Glory and from pertaking of the Heavenly 
and Living Vertare, that ſo you may all feel the Arm which preſerveth, and 
drink at the River which Refreſheth and Nouriſherch, that ye may be Strong 
in the Lord, and in the Power of his Might, and fo be able to reſiſt and over- 
come the Enemy in all his Appearances. And in all your Meetings be ten- 
der over the Good one in another, thar ye may be a Comfort one to another , 
and ſo, in the Peaceable Wiſdom to live and Gloriftie God, 

And Friends Do not run into Superfluities in Meats, Drinks or Apparel, to 
comeunder the Power of any 3 but all wait to be preſerved in Sobriery, Tem- 
perance, and Humility: And do not faſhion your ſelves like unto the World, 
in their Novelties and new Faſhions ;, for they know not what to eat or drink, or 
put on, and ſoare from that which ſhouldJead them into Comlinefs and Mo- 
deſty, and follow that which leadeth them into Vanity and”Folly ; but do you 
dwell in the Heavenly L1GH T, by which you may Adorn the Bleſſed Goſ- 
pel, and Honour the Lord God of all your Mercies, 

Finally, Brethren, Fare-ye-well z Live in Peace, and Truth, and Holineſs, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs, and Love, and the God of Love, and Peace 


& of all Heayenly Vertues and Graces will be with you, into whoſe Ever- - 


laſting Arms I commit you,and inthe Love of his life I am dearly with you all. 


The 7th Month, W. S. 
1672, 
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74th; iu 4, Ag 
THE 


BAPTISTS 
Sophiltry 


DISCOVERE D: 
In a Brief Anſwer to a late Pamphlet, 


| Entituled, 
* The Quakers Subterfuge or Evaſion Overturned. 


Wherein all people may plainly ſee how Unjuſtly the Bapifts 
deal with the Quakers, and how Strongly they bend their 
Bow, and ſhoot their Arrows at them without a Cauſe. 


Pabliſhed to give SatisfaQion unto all who ſimply deſire 
. to know the Truth, 


BY William Smith. 


MA . , 4 


tt 


He that deviſeth to do Evil, ſhall be called A Miſchbievous Perſon, Prov. 
24.. 8, 
If any man among you ſeems to be Religions, and bridleth not his Tongue, but 
aeceiveth bis own heart, this man's Religion is vain, Jam. 1. 26. 


EE *}YY—— 


I could willingly have been filent in the Matter : but as I ſee the Bapriſts 

ſo violently proſecuting their Deſign againſt the People called @ vakers, 

and ſo furiouſly endeavouring to render them & their Principles the moſt 
obnoctious, I feel a weight upon me to appear at this time on the behalf of 
thoſe People and their principles ; for I dearly own and love ſuch as ate called 
by that Name, who are Faithful to that Light with which Chriſt Jeſus doth 
| 65S enlighten 


| Neceſſity did not conſtrain me to enter upon this preſent Concernment, 
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enlighten them: And I certainly know (with many more) That whoſoever are 
Faichful.co the Light of Chriſt Withiay that they are Led and Guided by irour 


of Darkneſs, and from under the Power of Satan , ayd Fs co walk in him 


who is the Way to the Farlferg and partake of che Grace add Trut comes 
by him z Md herein we canffagd with Boſdneſs a2yinſt a oMai 

which yout-8Ipti fs endeavour to caft upofi us : for we ſhall not own Any of your 
oblique or crooked Envy, though you would impoſe it unayoidably upon us in 
your account. But I ſhall not be large by-way of In ion,but come tothe 


Matter intended ; whickuhquen Trakty carryed of by Ralph James only, 
1 (-4 ; 
d 


yet believ'd, that he was toc ace i miannaging his Wor 
but however, the Matter was compoſed either by him, or others for him, we do 
not much regard it: for we certainly know, That the Head of the Serpent 
mult be oath by that Seed which is Bleſſed for everzand rhough for atime the 
Serpent may bruiſe the Heel of that which is te break his Head, yet his Head 
mult be broken by ic, and his Authority fail beforejrg. for the Seed muſt 
Raign according to Piomiſe, yea, it doth EE and is glorified over 
the Serpent and his Enmity : Everlaſting Praiſes be unto him that lives for- 
Ever. 117t 
And now, Ralph Fames, I ſhall come to thy Matter 3 and the Reaſon wh 

I call it (bivg,. is, becauſe I do nor find anÞorher Woe ſubſcribed 5.and 1 
ſhall only cake notice of thee, as being the\Subſcriber : and 45s to what hath 
been already an({wered to thy Procacity, or what may by any other hand be re- 
plyed ro what I have in Confideration, which may be termed thy Procliviry 
tothy firſt Matter, I ſhall leave it roirs own Method, and ſpeak diſtinaly ro 
the moſt con(iderable Matters, asto thy laſt Portraiture, Come then, and 
duly obſerve thy own Proceedings , and be more ready to hear, than to offer 


the Sacrifice of Fools: For, how haſt thou endeavoured to make the Nation be- 


lieve, through what thou haſt offered aud ſacrificed, That the Quakers aye 4 
Deluded People z and that of Neceſſity it muſt be ſo, from ſomething that happened 
between Richard Anderfon of Panton #» Lincolnfhire, and thy a » as thon aſ- 
ſerteſt ? and inchar particular Matter thou, haſt concern'd the whole Society of 
the People called 9uakersy and haft endeavoured tb inſinuate their Principles 
and PraQices to be the ſame with that which thou chargeſt upon R. A. robe Er- 
roneous: And haſt notthou appeared very inſolenr in this thy Folly: For,what 
man of Prudence & Humility would have concerned a whole Society of People 
with a partjcularmatrer of aparticular Perſon (ſuppoſing the rhing to be true ) 
when he never was in Society or Fellowſhip with them at any time * Burl ſhall 
proceed tory thy own way of proving A. 4.to be a 2ggher;for that is the moſt 
princip#l to be raken notice of, as being the very Bafis opon whictrchon 8& thy 
Brethren have raiſed your Structure , & if the Baſis or Foundation be Falſly 8& 
Teceirfutty taid,chen che StruQure or Bnitding will fall of ir-ſelf, to the Shame 
of the Builders : and therefore I ſhall examinethe moſt conſiderable Paffages 
which thou-haſt produced toprove R. 4. 2ueker. And Firſt, To the Reader 
thou fayſt, That R. A. d/# attempt the Propagation of the Principles of the Qua- 
kers by denouncing a Curſe »pon thee inthe Name of the Lord, only becan(c of that 
Teftimeny which upon juit Occaſion thou waſt ready to bear againſt their Er- 
Kong, | 

Reply, It is not the uakers Principles to denounce Curſes in the Name of 
the Lord, and therefore R. 4. did not Propagate their Principles in doing fo : 
» fo he did, and for thy Teftimony againſt their Errors, it was like the Teſti- 


mony 
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mony of the Unbelieving Fews againſt Chriſt and his Apoſtles,. if thou didſt 
bear any Teltimouy of thac Nature : But thou haſt manifeſt nothing further to 
ſatisfle any people; that R. A. did propagate tne @uakeys Principles, or of thy 
own Teſtinwny againſt cheir Errors,but thy bare word, who art neither a com- 
prtent Wirnelſs or Judge in the Caſe, atd (o no cauſe to believe that R, 4; was 
a Duakey, 


2dly. Thou goelt on to query, What man of Reaſon will believe,that any man 
ſwould voluntarily accnft bimſelf,and complain of the Hand of the Lord, and what 
he could propoſe 10 himalf, &'c 2 And thenconcludeft, ſaying, Surely in vain 
do men go about to-out-face, athing ſo manifeſt, 

Rep; Thou ſhoald haye queried thefe things and been fatisfied concerning 
them, before tou hadſt endeavoured ro have made R, A. a 2uaker, and to 
falf apon the @#4kers wirht ſuch Violence from thy ſuppoſing him to be ſuch a 
one; this wotld have manifeſt more Wiſdom and-Peace, then to ſend thy Sto- 
128 abroad into the Nation with ſuch Confidence asnot to be difpated'againſts 
and now forced to query, Why R. A. ſhould ds ſo * Surely in vain haſt thou 
wrought all this, while in chy dark Imapinations, who art now verying afrer 
the Ground of Cauſe of R, X's _—_— himſelf,and of his propofals to himſelf: 
Is thisthe eag thou countelt fo manifeſt, chat ie is iv vainy For any man to go a- 
bout co'out face it ? Is that manifeft whichlies obſcare £ and is not chat obſcure 
which cannot be demonſtrated 2 And here the Face of Truth can look ur 
thee, and Shame may cover thy own; for thou haſt manifeſt thy Folly, 
as not knowing the flare of R. 4, and yer wouldit make him a © 4kre. 


' 3dly, Thou lay, Sering thenthat it cannot be dinyed, but R. A. was led 
by the ſpirit of Falſhood, and Propheſied falſly in the Name of the Loyd, 
Cc. : 

Rep. How doth the matter appear foundeniable, ſeeing it lies only berwixc 
R .A. and thy (elf 2 may not a thing be juſtly denyed till it can be proved by 
ſome others chenche Paries concerned; and chou haft produced no fuch Proof, 
and yet ſayeſt, it canner be denyed, and fo thou awyit maintain a thing apon' 
any eerms, if char maſtbe of neceſſity believed whichthou' ſayeſt can't be de- 
nyed : And if R. A. wasledby the Spirit of Falſhood, what doth that contern 
the Quakers? Muſt he needs bea Quaker becauſe he was led by ſach a ſpirit, 
3s thon ſayſt 2 Surely chow and thy Beechrew had need pur on-more Charity,thar 
you might walk in Love : for the Quakeys, never wed 2 thift ro help A, 4. 
though falſly charged wich it from your dark Concluſion, 


gthly, Thou faylt, 7box heft not aronged thy Conſeience ii dll thes haſt ſaid, 
nor defogntd any Evil againft the Perſons of the Quakers ; bat only 16 make 
Diſcovery of the F alfe Wayes they heve choſen, that ſ6they wight eſaape from 
thence, and be [aved. 

Rep. Thou haſt pur ona large meaſare of Confidence, rhac daveſt juſtiffe ehy 
felfin all chou haſt ſaid, and arcnor ſenſible char chow haſt wronged chy Con- 
ſcience in any thing thou haſt ſajd: this manger of boaſting gives juſt cauſe to/ 
ſuſpe& thar thou caſteſt the Reproof of Chriſt behind thy back: forif irwere 
not fo, thou would(t meet with Convictions in thy Conſcience for what thou' 
haft ſaid againſt the 9»kers, and would be ſenfible thar thou haſt wrovged 
thy Conſcience in-whatthou haſt ſaid : and for any Defign of Evil againſt "rf 
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Quakers, Perſons, thou canſt not hide thy Deſign: under ſucha Covering z.- 


for as thou deſign'it againſt our Principles, we know, thou doſt not deſign any 
200d to our Perſons: and for thy diſcovery of ourfa)ſe wayes,/as thou termeſt 
them, thou haſt only diſcovered thy own Folly z' and therefore: we ſhall nor 
ſorſake our Wayes, in which we are ſav'd, to come into thy ways. to be con- 
demned: And fo ſtop thy mouth for ſpeaking of our Wayes , for thou att a 
Stranger to them, and canſt not make the leaſt Diſcovery of them, 


5thly, Thou ſay'ſt Thos doſt not pretend to work Miracles; and that thou 


knowe(t thon Sin'ſt not in what thou haſt publiſhed, but haſt more cauſe to think 
thou ſhouldſt have Sinned in concealing it; 
Rep. Thou haſt affirmed a Miracle wrought by the Prayers of thee and thy 


Congregation, and now thou doſt not pretend to ſucha thing: If thou hadit- 


Faith that God would anſwer thy Prayers, thou muſt needs pretend to do the 
thing according to thy Faith ; or otherwiſe, thou hadſt no Faith, and ſono ſuch 
thing done by thee and chy Congregation, as thou baſt affirmed, for no ſuch 
thing was ever done without Faith, and 4t ic was really done, what needſt 
thou be aſhamed to pretend to it © But here thou wouldit go retrogade to cover 
thy ſelf, where thou haſt moved too-forwardly : but this Matter may fall to be 
anſwered more fully afrerwards. And as for what thou know'ſt, iz not ſinnin 
in what thou haſt declared, thou canſt not cake away the Guilt with thy words, 
for as thou haſt concerned the @vakers and their Principles, by declaring a- 
gainſt them, thou haſt ſinned ina high degree, and the Lord will not hold 
rhee guiltleſ:: And for ſinning, if thou hadſt concealed it,thou canſt not clear th 
felf from that Guilr ; for thou haſt concealed it Eight or Nine Years, and ſo haſt 
ſin'd all thatrime by thy own Concluſton , and thou hadſt need Repent, before 
it be t00 late. 


6chly, Thou ſayſt, The Quakers have a faculty to Acenſe beyond their Abi- 
lity to Prove. 

Rep. Take this tothy ſelf, for the & #akers are not coficern'd in it: and haſt 
not thou acculed the Puakers beyond thy Ability to prove thy Accuſations 2 
prove (if thou canſt) what thou haſt publickly accuſed them with : and if thou 
canft not doir, then is itnot an Unmanly Faculty in thee, to ſlander them 
with thy Accuſations. Come Ralph, rhou haſt made a Stage to play thy part, 
and thou haſt appeared upon it to infeſt the Nation with thy Infidelity : but the 
Power of the Lord God is over thee, and thy ſtage and thee muſt fall together : and 
ſo I have done with thy matter to the Reader. | 


I ſhall nowgo on as to what thou bringſtfor Proof,to make goodthy affirmati- 
onof R, A's beinga @vakey : and when I have done with that matter, as it is 
ſcattered in thy Book, I thall take notice of thy Narrative, and ſome other 
things, which are moſt conſiderable, wherein thou haſt concerned the 
sakers and their Principles : for neither thee, nor any that have aſſiſted chee, 
that can Diſcourage the 2gkers in their Innocency : and Iſhall come to the 
matter I have premiſed. 


Page 10, Thou ſaylt, But ſince the Q9akers in their Lying-Wonder, as ſo 
bollly deny, that he ( viz,) R. A. was a Quaker : hear therefore what is atteſted in 
that caſe, June 17, 1672. ſince the publication of the Quakers Lying-Wonder, 
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in the preſence of credible Witneſſes hereafter named; and (thou ſayſt) it was de” 
manded of R. A. whether he ever heard the Quakers ? be anſwered, Yes, he heard 
them at Lincoln, within the Priſon, about the ſpace of 47 Yor : And then thou 
ſayſt, 18 is known by ſad Experience, that many in as little time as that is, have 
been ſo leaven'd with their Principles,as that they have not been cleanſed from the 
Corruption thereof to the day of their Death. 

Rep. The 2nakeys might very boldly deny R. A. to bea Baker, and thoh 
canſt not prove that he was one but thou ſaylt, Hear what 7s atteſted in that 
caſe, in the preſence of credible Witneſſes : Well, we are willing to hear whac 
is atteſted z but we muſt ask thee, Who did atreſt it * did any other atteſt it 
beſides R. A 2 No: And what did he atteſt * That he heard the Quakers at 
Lincoln about the ſpace of an hour : Well, and what then 2 muſt he therefore 
bea 2uakey 2 ſee what he hath atteſted , he did not ſay, He was a4 Quaker by 
hearing them the (pace of an honr : But thou ſayſt, It is kuown hy ſad Experience, 
&c. Come Ralph, thou muſt not thus abuſe us, by telling us of credible Wit» 
neſſes, and then make thy own Concluſions: and haſt chou been purtering all 
this while about proving R. A. to: be a Quaker, and art as far to ſeek in thy 
chird Pamphlec as 1n thy firſt , for there was as good Proof to what R. A. (aid 
in thy firſt, as there is in this z and we. do not queſtion the credit of the Wit- 
ne!les in what they might hear R. A. ſay or conteſs, but we queſtion thy Con- 
cluſions, Thar becauſe he might hear the Quakers about an Hour, that therefore 
be muſt be a Quaker, betauſe many (as thou ſayſt) in as little time have been lea- 
ven'd with their Principles, as they have not been cleanſed from the Corruption th 
the day of their Death.How abſurd art thou in thy Concluſion?for if all that have 
heard the Quakers one hour or two, muſt therefore be Quakers, becauſe of ſuch 
time hearing them, than ſhould we be more in number han we are: but there 
are ſeveral have heard the Quakers many hours, who are not Quakeys from ſuch 
their hearing, and if ſome in leſs time have receiv'd the Truth by them declared, 
Muſt it needs follow,that R. 4.did ſo?Ts this an Infallible Concluſion, that R, A. 
wasa Quaker * And whereas thou ſayſt, 1: is known by [ad Experience: 1 ask 
thee, Who ever came to thee to make known their Sad Experience, after 
they had received the Truth 'of the Goſpel, by the @#akers declared 2 Inſtance 
any (if thou canſt) that we mayknow theSadExperience of ſach as have been ex- 
erciſedtherein: But theſe are terms of thy own forming,to lay a Stumbling-block 
in the way of the Simple : and we know, that alittle Leayen leaven'th the whole 
Lumb, and whoſoever receive the-9uakeys Principles to be leaven'd by them, 
they are cleanſed from Corruption, and are nor corrupted, as thou concludeſt 
in thy vain mind: for, is the Light.of Chriſt Corruptible 2 or doth it cor- 
rupt ſuch as receive it, and live; in it 2+ But: we Certainly know, the Trae 
Seed in thee (and many more of you) is in Bondage to Corruption, and that 
the Lord of Life is crucified in ſpiritual Sodom and Egypr. © © ; 

Thou ſayſt, That R. A. further ſhewed, that before he was at the Mecting at 
Lincoln, 4nd after alſo, he had diſcourſe with the People called Quakets Forty 
times touching their. Principles; and after he bad'been with the Quakers, he wenr 
to the Mcetivg at North Willingham many times, to Contend 4g ainſt- the Bap- 
tilts ore than forany thing elſe, | 

Rep, W hat doſt thou ſtand telling us what R. A. ſhewed, for it is not hear- 
ing the Quakers an Hour, or diſcourſing with them Forty or a Hundred cimes, 


touching their Principles,that makes him a @»aker, no more then ſeveral Fews - 
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hearing Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and difcourfing with them couching their 
Principles, made chem Chriſtians - and if he came ro contend with thee and you 
at your Meeting,what doth that coticern the @#akeys? this is poor ſtuff to come 
forch in Print from a Paſtor. 

Thou ſayſt, That he (viz.)R. A. declared, without any Inquiry, that the 
Reaſon why he went to pronounce thee a Leper, aroſe from the Conſideration of a 
= Num. 12, 4nd that he looked upon the People called Quakers to be as 
eminently owned of God as Moſes z ſo he was perſwaded, God would ſend the ſame 

loement on thee for contending againſt the Quakers, as heſent on Miriam 
atins with Moſes, Attefted (fayſt thou) by, 
Chriſtopher Foſter, 
William Skine, 
John Walesby, 
Robert Trigg. 
Richard Horton, 


Rep. Doſt thou infer from this Matter, that Richard Anderſon was a Qua- 
key : Canſt thou, or any man rationally draw ſuch a Concluſion? For thoagh 
he might, without any Inquiry, declare all this chou ſpeak'ſt of, yer it doth 
not make hima @xakey, according ro the Bleſſed Truth in which they live. 
And for his Perſwafion concerning the Judgement coming upon thee for con- 
tending againſt the @»akers, it was only to himſelf, and the 2»4keys cannot 
be charged with it, nor he made a Quaker by it. 


Bat ſtill to ſtrengthen thy own hands thou tell 'ſt us, The 1aF Paſſage Rich- 
ard Anderſon did again relate almoſt word for word in the Preſence of Chriſto- 
= Foſter aforeſaid, and three Strangers, which came ont of Oxtord(hire to 

ave Satisfattion concerning the Narrative z at which time alſo, being ashed by 
theſe Strangers concerning the Trath of the Narrativehe ſaid, As tothe SubFance 
of it, it was all Truth, and that he would own it before any man. And this (thou 


layſt) 5s ſubſcribed by, | 
J fo / William Greenwood, The Oxfordſhire. 
John Scuchbury, Strangers C 
fohn Grammar, | 
and by Chriſtopher Foſter, as Ear-Witneſſes, 


Rep, Whatis there inall this to make R, A. a Quaker 2 Muſt his ſaying or 
confeſſing, That the Subſtance of the Narrative was all Truth, make him a 
waker * Truly the Oxfordſhire Strangers could not receive much Satisfaction 


om what R, A. ſaid or confeſſed, if they deſired to know and be ſatisfied 
whether he was a' Quaker, 


Thou ſayſt, The ſame general Teftimany of the Truth of the Narrative, or the 
Sabſtance of it, he the ſaid R. A. diddeliver at another time, a few dayes before 
the laſt-mentioned, in the Preſence of, 


Chriſtopher Foſter, 
William Skine, * 
John Walesby, 
Robert Trigg, 
Richard Horton, 


Rep. 
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Rep. Thou bring'ſt che old Witneſſes again to the general Teſtimony of 
R. A. to the truth of che Natrative,or the Subſtance of it ; bur 1 perceive thou 
dateſt not ſay, the whole Narrative ; and what the Subſtance is, thou haſt not 
mentioned : But however, he hath not atany time teſtified before thoſe Wir- 
neſſes, That he wasa 2waker, or that the Narrative was all true neither 
bave they teſtified any (ſuch thing from what thou ſayſt he declared to them, 
or ſrom their own Knowledge z and yet thou ſayſt, Thes jt appears that R., A. 
was a Quaker : but if this be all chou canſt tnake it appear by, there is no cauſe 
for any to believe that he was a Quaker , and ſo thou haſt left thy ſelf as a man 
without Credit : for its now well perceived, that thou haſt none to ſtand by 
thee, that is able to teſtifie for thee from their own knowledge and ſoR. A's 
hoe and Confefſtons are thy chief Pillar, And to make it good thou 
ſayſit, 


Noy can we have a better Tetimony than a mzns own Confeſſion in this taſe x 
for he muſt needs know his own Opinion better then another man : nor is #t poſ- 
ſible for us 16 prove (ay(t thou) what Converſation (in all yeſpetFi) he had with 
them, becasſs remote from him, and not concerned in the Quakeiy Congregati- 
ons. And then thou querieit, Whether a Mans own Confeſſion for matter of 
Opinion, being attended with thoſe Demonſtrations of the matier 4, Fatt, there- 
by obſerved, be not a cogent Proof to ſatisfie indifferent men (thou ſayſt) thou muſt 
leave the Sober Reader 10 judge for his own ſatisfation. 

Rep, Well Ralp, I perceive thou art come fo an end of proving R, A, 4 
Bwakey, and if this, which thou haſt brought, be all thy Evidence, as may well 
be ſuppoſed then R. A. muſt either ſtand by thee, or elſe thou muſt unavoi- 
dably fall; for thou haſt laid the very ſtreſs of the mattet upon his ſingle Evi- 
dence, and (6 baſt forgotten, or otherwiſe willfully othirred the Teſtimony 
of Scriptures 3 for the Scripture ſaith, that 7» the Month of Two or Three VWit- 
nefſes every word ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and thou wanring this ſure Evidence oti thy 
part, there are not any of thy words can'be eſtabliſhed ; for thou haſt neither 
Three, Two, nor One Witneſs 6 Evidence the Truth of thy martef , and {o' 
all thy wotds are as Wind; and cannot be eſtabliſhed.. Bur chou ſayſt, Nor 
Can we hav a better Teftirhony thay a man's own Confeſſion in this caſe, he know- 
ing his own Opinion better than another man: Haſt thou nor much miſtaken' thy 
ſeif:inchy Afſertion £ for-there may be a better Teſtimony in this caſe than a 
man's own Confeſſion,becauſe a man may make an Ignorant Confeſſion of his 
own Opinion in relation to the Principles of other Peoples whereas another, 
thatduly obſerves the courſe of his Life and Cofiverfation, may bt more able 
and firro teſtifie how he anſwers rhEit Ptineiples 3 and ſuch a Teſtimony is far 
beyond the Party's own —_— his Opiniof: arid ſo it will unavoidably 
follow, That whatſoever R. A. hath confeſſed or ſaid, in relation to the goa 
kers, according to his own Opinion, doth not thake him a Buaker,, And 
where thou ſpeakeſt of the Irmpoſlibility for you to prove what Converſation 
(in all reſpe&s) he had with us, becauſe remore from him, and not concerned 
in our Congregations : we do believe it for ho is it 0nG for you toprove 
a thing to be, that never was £ for he never had his Converſation with us at 
anytime, in afy reſpe&;, .neither did he frequent our Meetings of Congrega- 
tions at all , and (o it is not poſſible for you to prove it,” And thou ask'ſt this' 
Queſtion, Whethty a mar's own Confeſſion for natitr of Opinion, being aiten- 
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ded with thoſe Demonſtrations of the Matter of Fatt hereby obſerved,be not a cogent 
Proof to ſattsfie indifferent men ? and here thon asK'it a Queſtion after thy 
Affirmation , for thou firſt (aidſt, Noy can we have a better Teſtimony then a 
Man's own Confeſſion in this caſe :and now thou querieſt, Whether a man's own 
Confeſſion be not a Cogent Proof ? and ſo it may well and lafely be concluded, 
that thou affirm-ſt a thing that lies doubtful in thy own Judgment, and thar 
ever R. A. confeſſed thathe was a Qwakey, is beyond thy skill to prove by Un- 
deniable Evidence, and therefore thy Folly 1s manifeſt, giving him a Name 
which no Man or Woman did ever know him by before : tor there is noth.ng 
more certain, but R. A. would ſoon have been called a Quakey by ſeveral of his 

zighbours, if he had.received their Principles, and been acted by their Spi- 
rit, as thou wouldeſt have it, and thou mighteſt have had the Evidence of ſe- 
veral concerning his Alteration from the Wayes, Cuſtoms, and Faſhions, and 
Traditions of the World, and of his bearing a Teſtimony for God in the Q#a4-. 
kers Spirit ; bur ſeeing it never was ſo, nor by him confeſſed ro be ſo, thou art 
leftasa Naked Man, wi-hout any Covering :. Aud thus thy Subterfuge is over- 
turned, and thou art without a Hiding-Place, and thy own Lye is turned upon 
thee in calling R. A. a &»aker, who never was known to have Fellev ſhip 
with them, or they with him z and ſothe Quakers not at all concerned in R, 
A's Errors (if he did err } as thou wouldſt fabulouſly impoſe upon them. 


I ſhall now take notice of ſome Paſſages in thy Narrative which ſeem to re- 
fle& upon the Truth, and to juſtifie Error 3 and thereby thou maylit ſee how 
darkly and ignorantly thou haſt manifeſt thy Judgment, and how vainly thou 
haſt endeavoured to make R, A. a $vaker, 


1 {t, Thou ſay{t, That R: A. came to your Meeting, and was convinced; and 

ſaid. He did believe that Baptiſm in Water was an Ordinance of God. 

Rep. It ſeems he was convinced at your Meeting, and confeſſed his Belief 
to your way of Water-Baptiſm,& did you own him as a Baptiſt becauſe he con- 
feſled his Belief of that which you hold and maintain to be of ſuch abſolute Ne- 
Celſicy 2' Now here are two things more confiderable ro make him a Baprift, 
at that time, thenany you have brought, in all char he has confeſſed, can 
make hima 2wakey z and yet.it may be ſuppoſed, that you did not at that time 
own him as a Baptiſt, notwirhſtanding his Convincement, and confefſing his 
Belief to your Water- Baptiſm as an Ordinance of God, 


2dly, Thou ſayſt,7hat before he came again, he met-with the People called Qua-. 
kers, who told him (as himſelf confeſſed) That he muſt not look upon thoſe outward 
Ordinances, for they were low ; but that he 'muit mind the Light Within, and 
be guided by it , aud not by the Scriptures, for they were a Dead Letter. 

Rep. It 15to be obſerved, that thou didft not know whecher he mer with any 
of the ©uakers or no, but as he confeſſed, and yet he muſt be a Reaakey in Print : 
Would ever any man that had the right uſe of his Wits, have ſpread ſuch Sto- 
ries abroad, as thou haſt done, and have no certain knowledge of what thou 
writeſt * And your outward Ordinances, as you-call them, are Temporal, and 
may be ſeen, and the Apoſtle would not have ſuch things looked at; and they 
that will not be guided by the Light, and follow. it, they diſobey the Do- 
&rine of Chriſt,and abide in Darkneſs, and they that abide in Darkneſs do nor 
know the Scriptures, nor the Power of God: and this is teſtified upon Truth's 
account, whatever R, A. might £y unto thee. 3dly, 
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34ly. Thowſayeſt, Tharwhen R. A” came a7 414-46 the 'Mertinzi be muth 
contended againſt the Baptiſm of Water , and-ſaid, That now they were t4 be $ap- 
tized with the Baptiſm of the Spirit, and not with Water, Ke 

Rep. As for R. A's Contention (if he did (0) it doth not Conctrn the tmatrer 
iniand : and you Bapts/?s donor fo well agree in all'Poinrs of your Belief, bat 
you can ſometimes contend one wich another, and it thee and RA; cbuld not 
agree, it doth not follow, that he was a @uater: and if you be not Baptized 
with the Baptiſm of the Spirit, how are yon One body ;; for it was by one Spirit 
that the Saints were Baptized into One Body , Whether Fews or Gentiles: 
And if you can you may demonſt;:ace, which of you all have a Com- 
miſſion from God co be an Adminiſtrator of Water, in order t6 Baprize 
any. | 

add Thou-ſayeſt, that R; A ſaid, The Spirit was to try the Scriptures; 
and not the Scriptures the Spirit, And then faith, thar thou ſaidſt, Thos belie« 
ved, the Scriptures were to try the Spirit, and not the Spirit to try the Scrips 
twres, Thus in thy firſt Narrative, 

Rep. If you diſcourſed on this manner, you wete both at work in your Inma- 
ginations, for the Spinit and Scriptures agree, and do not Try each other : 
and thou halt ſufficiently manifeſted thy Ignorance both of che Spirit and af 
the Scriptures, who would have the Scriptures rorry the Spirit, Canſt thou 
produce a Scripture to mike good thy Belief 7 but in thy laſt Narrative tho 
ſeem'ſt ro ſtare the matter otherwiſe, and ſo would'ſt alter thiz caſe to cover 
thy ſelf, where thou haſt over-ſhot thy ſelf, and ſome other Alterations, 
which chou haſt made in thy laſt, which I ſhall wave a preſent; And why 
haſt chou alrered this matcer, and put thy Meaning tb its For thou ſayſt in 
thy laſt, That thoubelieveſt, the Scriptures were to Try the Spirits, and not the 
Spurity to Try the Scriptures z meaning (layit thou) as before is ſaid, That the 
Holy Spirit, as he ſpeaketh in the Scriptures, is to Try and Fudge the Spirits of 
men, and particularly the Qaakers Spirit, which they rall the Eight within: 
And here thou haſt plainly manifeſted Deceit unto all who have Eyes to ſee; 
and thy Meaning will 'noc cover theez And who Have any cauſe to believe 
thee, that canſt twiſt thy words from one thing to anocher ? Bur how do the 
Scriptures? try & judge the ſpirits of men,according to thy MeaningtrT would un- 
der{tand thy mind more plainly,asto this thy Evation: And why muſt the Qu2k. 
Spiric (which chou (ayſtchey call cheLightwithin) be particularly tryed& judgefl 
. by the Scriptures? Muſt the Letter try & jadge the Light? Wouldſt thou make 
the Greater ſubordinate to the Leſler 2 for that which is che Original of a thing 
muſt needs be greater than that which is manifeſt from it, 4nd the Letter was 
manifeſt from the Light z for the holy Men of God (pake as they were moved 
by it, andit was within them when it moved them to ſpeak: and (o the Holy 
Mens Spiric was the Light with which the @8atey# have Unity, and their 
words do not try and judge the 2uaters Spirit, but their words are fulfiled 
and witnefled by the ſame Spiric: and here the & naters art before you all, 
who are only in the words, as they were once ſpoken, and not in the Spiric 
by which they were (pokenz and ſo you want the Key*of Knowledge, 
which opens the Myſteries of the Kingdom: and when Fohs bid the Saints 
try the Spirits, whether they were of God, he (aid, There were many Falſe 
Prophets gone out into the World, and the Falſe Prophers were in a Falſe Spur't, 
whichtche Saints were to try in the True Spiric; and ſothie True Spirit was the 
Tryer of all falſe ſpirits & falſe Prophets, & the (amie Spirit is the Tryer of all 
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ſpirits gow z,.. and they har live init bold faſt rhae-which is good, and know jr 
to be Good though falſe fpirirs may.call it Evil. 


5thly, Thou ſayeſt, Thou ſaidſt to R. A. that thou waſt afraidihas the Qua- 
kers mere deceived, aud guided by a Spirit of Deluſion z anathat it was thy Fudg- 
ment, That: all the Sons: and Daughters of men ought to be guided by the Scrip- 
IRres, ; 

Rep. It ſeems thou hadſt no certaia. Ground to believe that the Quakers were 
Deceived and Deluded, but only waſt afraid , and ſoit is manifeſt thou conleſR 
not try them, either by che Spirit or Scriptures : ſurely Wiſe Men will be a- 
ſhamed of thy: Ignorance and Folly : And for the removing thy vain Fear, we 
are willing to tell chee and thy Brethren, That we live in the Bleſſed Truch, 
where,Righteouſneſs and Peace embrace and kiſs each other. - And as for thy 
Judgement, That all the Sons and Daughters of men onght to be guided by the 
Scriptures y..thou haſt given thy Jadgment incontiderately , for thou haſt nor 
demonſtrated any thing asa Ground why it ought to be fo, but only ſtated: ir 
from chy own Judgment, and if thy Judgement be ſufficient to bring orhers 
to be of the ſame Judgment, then the Judgment of the Pope may plead Au- 
thoticy,. and ſo people may as ſoon be Papiſts as Baptiſts; and if there be no 
other Guide, . but the Scriptures, for the Sons and Daughters of men to be 
guided by , then what Guide have ſuch as never heard nor read the Scrip- 
turts? have ſuch no Guide to lead them to fear God, and work Righteouſ- 
neſs,, to be accepred of him s or mult they of neceſſity periſh for want of the 
Scriptures to be their Guide 2 or whether can ſuch a People be ſaved 2 thon 
art w_ concern'd to give thy Judgement again for there is not yer ſuch a 
Deciſion of the great Controverſie, as thou vainly boaſterh, 


. 6chly. Thou now comeſt to ſpeak of R, A's coming to reprove thee, and pro- 
wounce thee a Leper z and that 4 little time after he confeſſed, he was deceived, 
4nd was 4 falſe Prophets, and that the ſame Fudgment was come upon one of his 
Children, 4nd himſelf, Wife and other Children taken with a Reſtleſs Pain in 
their Bodies: 4nd that be deſfored thee to Pray for him, and thou and thy Congre- 
gation did pray for the removing of that Diſtemper and Aﬀiittion z and they 
were reſtored to their former Health again, which (thou fayit) R, A, confeſſed 
when he came to the Meeting again. £ | 

An[. It is to be obſerved, That the very Ground of all the Buzzle and 
Noiſe, which thou haſt made againſt the @»akers, is only from the bare and 
fiagle Confeſſion of R, 4. and thy own Conſequences and Concluſions from 
what he hath confeſſed and ſaid ; but thy groundlefs Concluſions do nor prove 
ſo effeQual for chy purpoſe, as thou might'ſt vainly ſuppoſe when thou be- 
gun'ſt thy work: for though thou haſt made ſuch a Noiſe againſt che Lighr 
Within, and againſt the @»akers, becauſe R. 4. might tell thee, The Qua- 
kers did tell him, he was to mind the Light, to be guided by itz yertthe Light is 
not to be charged with R. 4's Miſcarrying, if he did Miſcarry in any thing 
wherein he concern'd the Light: for if he did concern the Light in giving Judg- 
ment againſt thee, and then afterwards confeſt, that be was Deceived, and 
was 4 Falſe Prophets, this doth not make the Light to be a Falſe Principal, nor 
thoſe that are faichful co ie, to be gaided by it, a Deluded People: and if he 
did confeſs, that he was Deceived, ie doth nor follow, that the Light de- 
ceived him for there -were never any falſe Prophets in the True Light, nor 


never 
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never any. True Prophers our of itz, and ſoit1s very clear, that R. A. was not" 
guided by che True Light when he'was deceived,-and was a falſe Prophet 3 nei-" 
ther doth it appeat by all thou haſt ſaid,thar he was gaided by the Light,and yet" 
he muſt be call'd a, @»ker, becauſe he might ſomerinie$ have ſomthing to ſay of! 
the Light,and againit Water-Baptiſm: and ſuppoſexhis was granted,yet it doth 
not make him any more a 2xaker, than for #-may to (peak of Water-Bap- 
tiſmy and againſt che..Pope would make him a Bapeift ; and if ſuch a man ſhould 


do or fay:{omething that is a manifeſt Error, would you Baptiſts rake it well; 


that his:Errbr thouldſbe charged ypon your whole Society, and you counted 
2 Deluded People becauſe of (ſuch 4 Miſcarriage by that man, 'when he was ne- 
yer taken notice of to-be owned by you £ it may well be concladed, That you 
would be ready to clear your ſelver,” borh from the man, 'and his Miſcarriage g 
and to blame (uch as ſhould lay his \Miſcarriage vpot: you : Arid if you wonld 
not be willing to bear ſuch athing your ſelves, if caſt apon you from ſuch a 
Ground, why then doyon ſo mach bulie your ſelves ro do it' vnto us ? Are 
you doing in this as yotr would be'@vne by ? let the Judicious judge : For you 
neicher manifeſt Juftice; Equity or Mercy cowards us in this marter , but ra- 
ther yent:your Envy and Malice agaiaft us,as the Sober minded well perceive. 
And asfor he Judgment of 'R. A. againſt thee R:'F, if ſuch athing was, and 
the thing coming upon himſelf and Family; it-doth not concern the Quakers 
at all, or the Light of Chriſt within, which is their principle , and had(t thou 
been fo wiſe, as to have let the Quakers alone, arid not concern'd them, its 
poſſible the Story of thy Prayers tor temoving ſach a Judgmenethight have 
made thee and you famous in the Eyes of ſame who delight in Novelties: but 
thouhaſt taken a wiong courſe toadyance thy owa'gloty ; andintime, both. 
thee, znd thoſe that haveaſfittedcheein thy work, will fall wider” your own 
Shame : for the True Light is not to be charged with that which by a Fae 
ſpirit may be done, nomore than an! Ianocem Man is to be charg'd with the 
Offcace of an Offender ;'for, all that live in the.true Light receive rae Com- 
mands,; and no Error is tobe charg'dupon the Cotnmander, nor ſuch acconn: 
ted Deladed that keephis Commands; for the tru&T.ighe leadeth a}! thoſe that 
fairhfully follow it our of all Error,” into all Truth 4 but where Imaginations 
have liberty to work; they conceive a falſe thing, and bring forth ® falſe birth, 
and in that work the Light may be pretended chough not at all concerned : and 
by this thou mayſt ſee where R. A. was when he was deceived, and was a falſe 
Propher, as thou ſayſt he confeſſed... And fo ir is not what any may (peak of the 
Light Within that makes the Light guilty of any thing chat may be done amiſs 
by ſuch as ſpeak of it, for it ſtands a'Wirneſs againſt them in their Conſci- 
ences, when they tranſgreſs' it, And'as for R. A-and his Family being re- 
ford rotheir former health; by che Prayers, of thee and thy Congregation, ic 
is ſtill co prove, thoughthou haſt gomen ſeveral ſubſcribers ro whatR. A. con- 
feſs'd concerning itz and in ſuch a manner thou mayſt write one Book after 2no- 
ther with reiteration z for thou brought Evidence to what R, A. confeſſed 
in thy firſt, and thong art. gotten no-further yer, only haſt gotten new Witnefſes 
to R: A's old Confeſſion, ; and ſo allthou haft done by thy laſt Subſcribers is 
but a-furcher-manifeſtation of thy Folly, and itis nor worth taking notice of in 
particulars, neither ſhall I crouble my ſelfor the Reader with ſach Impertinen- 
cies:and thoudoft as muchas confels,that as to thy own knowledge,that chou 
waſt ignorant of any: Affiigion upon R, A. and his Family, or of their Reco» 
| . very © 
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very, for theu ſayſt, Hadſt thos fore-ſeem this Peevriſhneſt inthe Incredulons 
Quakers, thou mizhteit perhaps have deprived them of this their fooliſh Advan- 
faze ; and thea thou bringeſt Chrilt and the Apoſtle Paul, whe (thou 
fayſt ; did not go to viſit all for whoſe Health they prayed :- and fo. thou wouldſt 
parallel chy of with thoſe Unparallel'd Workers, and thou wouloſt bring thy 
{elf off again by ſaying, But what am I, O Lord! 1 confeſs unto thee, 1 am nit 
worthy to be mention'd here z, and ſo thou firlt ſeem't ro include thy (elf with 
Chriſt and the. Apoſtle, and then would exclude thy ſelf again, as not wor- 
thy co be mencion'd : And for thy Fore-leeing the Peeviſhne(s of the. @uakeys 
{as thou term'ſt ic) thou haſt (ham'd thy (elf with chat Expreſſion, for it ſeems 
thou hadſt nothing in it to have ſatisfy'dthy (elf of the cruch of the matter, bur 
only co.have depriv'd the Quakers of that which thou calleſt their Fooliſh Ad- 
vantage z and (o' thou could(t not pray either in Faith or Hope, who didſt noc 
know whether there was any Aflit:on upon thoſe thou prayd'ſt for or noz and 
ſo chou and thy Congregation. pray'd at an adventure, and R, A. confeſſed to 
the Reſtoracion of Health again and this 45 the Great Wonder which thou haſt 
ſpread abroad in the Nation, to make people bel.eve, that you prevail'd with 
God by your Prayers: but the moſt Juditious dorather believe that it was a 
meer Fiction, and thou artnot able from thy own knowledge to demonſtrate 
it otherwiſe. And thus I have done with thy Natrative. 


[ (hall now cake notice of ſome particular Paſſages, which thou haſt ſtated to 
make good R. A's Aﬀiction and Reſtoration. 


"Thou ſpeakeſt of ſome that asked him (meaning R. A.) whether he himſelf 
had not 4 Child preſently after that was Leprous ? andhe ſaid, he hada Child then 
that did break out into Sores, P. 13. 

Rep. Mark this Confeſſor z he did not direQtly anſwer the Queſtion of the 
 Enquirers, as co confeſs his Child had a Leprofie 3 but that he had a Child 
broke out into Sores : and it is well known toall that have their Senſes, thar 
there may be a breaking outnto Sores,and yet no Leprofie : and this is all thar 
R, A. confeſſed upon inquiry. | How -hath the poor man Deen drawn out 
and ſqueezed by Inquirers, to anſwer the End which thou Unjuſtly haſt be- 
gun ? , 


Thou ſayſt in the ſame page, That the Title Page of the Narrative was not of 
thy compoſing. 

Rep. It ſeems you Bapti#s can ſhuffle to make out your own matter , and 

chou canſt ſubſcribe to that which is not ofthy own compoſing : and co help 

the matter as well as thou canſt, thou ſayſt, 18 zs not without Truth 5 but whe-' 

ther this appears like the Truth, Ihall leave toall Unbyaſt Judgements to de- 

termine, 


Thouendeayoureſt pa. 10. to make R. A. a Quaker without any. Contra- 
diction, ſaying That R. A. was a Quaker in Principles, and owned that People 
above all others, and was atted by their ſpirit, is palpable enoughfrom what is ſaid 
in the Narrative, oy M64, 

Anſ. Thou now ſeem'ſt to leave thy Subſcribers roR. A's Confeflion, and 
take the Matter upon thy ſelf, as if thy own word (hould carry the matter more 
clearly then all chat R. A. hath confeſſed, and by ſerveral ſubſcrib'd : and muſt 
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we take thy bare word thatR, A. wasa Quaker in Principles, and own'd us a- 
bove all others, and was acted by our Spirit « wouldſt thou impoſe theſe things 
upon ns from thy vain Concluſions? but as thou haſt refer'd this Matter to the 
Narrative, as ſuch a palpable thing, I ſhall not run into Tautology ; but de- 
ſire che Reader to perule what is anſwer'd to the iNatrative, which, I doubt 
not, will ſully ſatisfie any Judicious Perſon touching this matter, 


I ſhall take alittle notice of three Heads, which thou ſtateſt ro make good 
this falſe Aflertion, | 

Firſt, Thou fayſt, 1n that he contributes his Teſtimony to that which they call 
the Lizht Within, at as high a rate as the moſt of that Way z which ({ayſt thou) if 
they have any Principles at all, is the chief of their Principles, 


Anſw, What Teſtimony (as thou call'ſt it) R, A. did contribute to the Light 
Within, or at what rate, we have only thy bare word; and our Belief nor 
being in thee, we can't credit thy Stories, and therefore thy words are but as 
Wind unto us. But thou ſayit, if we have any Principles at all, the Light is 
the chief and here thou queſtioneſt, whether we have' any Principles at all ; 
and- yet, even now aftirmed, that R. A. was a Quakey in Principles: who 
would take thy word, that know'it not what thou ſay{t, or whereof thou affirm- 
eſt? and if; the Light be the chief (as thou put'it the caic) we have no cauſe 
to be aſham'd of it: but thou ſhalt nor at this time be made wiſer by me, in de- 
moaitrating what our. Principles are,or what is the chief ; but thou mayſt grope. 
in the Dayk, where thou act, ſeeing thou doſt not love the Light. 

Secondly, Thou (ayſt, In that he took upon him to appear as a Prophet for 
the Quakers; . condemning ſuch 4s oppoſed them, and Proclaiming them to be the 
People of God. 


. An{m:: Thou! once ſaidſt, The Light commanded him, and now layſt, He 
took upoy him: mark-thy Concradiction, and condemn thy Folly z for he did 
not appear as a Propher for the @»akers, though he might rebuke thee for 
ſpeaking againſt them z for chat he might do in Civility, as a man, ſeeing thy 
Incivilicy in ſpeaking againſt chem behind their Backs, and yet no more a 
Quaker for rebuking thy, Folly, then chou in thy Folly: And where did he pro- 
claim them to be the People of God 2 doſt thou connt that ro be his Proclama- 
cion, When he ſaid, Hewas come to yeprove thee for (peaking againft the People of 
God called Quakers: this isall che Proclamation thar can be found in all thou 
haſt expreſſed, and whether this was true or no, we have nc Evidence befides 
thy own, and we have no cauſe to believe thee, who art the very Author of 
ſuch unheard of, and incredulous Stories, 


Thou makeſt a Rabble about the Evidence, that the Qzakeys bring to inva- 
lidate the Narrative, asif they were either abuſed or molt unworthily forged J 
but this is ſuch a piece of Fobbery as not worth taking any notice of, except 
one did intend to follow thee in thy Humors , and being ſo inconſiderable, as 
notto carry any thing of weight to make any thing good on thy part, or to make 
any thing good againſt the @»akers, either for abuſing, or naworthily forging 
any thing, TI ſhall wholly wave itz only take notice of one Paſlage, p. 16. con- 
cerning ſomething that thou ſayſt Katherine Hall ſhould ſay of the @uakers cal- 
ling for much Ale, and brought it 4p the Street, bid the People Drink, what they 
would, and if they would have more, they ſhou!d have it ; and then thou _— 
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thy own Concluſjon, ſaying, Probably to wove the People to befriend them, 
with the more liberal Teſtimany, 

Anſw. Canal} thou cell us che Longitude or Latitude of this Story £ for 
I do not know who can find out either : and was it unbecoming Chriſtianity or 
Civiltty, to hid the People drink, who came thither upon their account £ But 
this matter needs no aniwering z for all that know the @wakers, do very well 
know their Moderation , Temporance and Sobriety , and that they are nor 
inclin'd to the Exceſs of Strong-Drink, or any way to Encourage others in 
ſuch a Practice :*but one may plainly ſee, chat thou would'ſt creep under any 
thing for thy Subterfuge z and thy wickedneſs in this matter appeareth in a 
very high degree. 

Thirdly, Thou (ayſt, By his aiting after the manner of divers Quakers is 
roſe days, going on Unſent Errangs, only moved by the Congeits of their own 

carts, 
'_  Anſs. His aQing was notafter the manner of " Nuakers, according to thy 

Concluſion, for the Quakers know who ſends them on their Errands, and 
know their Errand, though thou knoweſt neither, and he that ſends them is 
. True, & Truth is their Errand, and being moved by him, who is the Fountain 
of Life, and Well-ſpring of Mercies, to Labour and Travel in his Work, they 
are upheld by his Power to do his Will, and this is more then the Conceits of 
their own Hearts: though the Good Heart may conceive Good Things, and 
indit Good Matters bur 8hy Motions lie in the Conceits of thy own Brain, 
which is a Habitation of Notions, And ſeeing thou affirm'ſt,ehe Quakers go op 
Unſent Errands, lask thee, or any Baptiſt, Who ſendeth you on your Er- 
rand, ſeeing you pretend to have an Errand « Have you heard the Voice of 
Gol and Chriſt totell you your Errand,and to ſend you forth with it? give us 
a plain Anſwer. 

And thus I have Anſwer'd the moſt conſiderable Paſſages in the Pamphlet 
ro maintain R. A. a Quaker; and L may well m_ that the Judicious and So- 
ber-minded, who only defire to know the truth, will be fully ſatisfied chat 
R. A. was neyer a Quaker in Principle, '- —o_ or Practice z and ſothe 
Baptiſts are plainly Diſcover'd in their Sophiſtry, 


Andastothereſt of thy Book, concerning Chrift the Light in every man, 
and about Ordinances, &c. thou and the Reader art refer'd ro a Book, which 
1s coming forthin Anſwer to Thomas Hicks, called a Baptiſt, which doth trear 
fully concerning theſe things, in which thine and thy Brethren's ObjeRions 
and Cavils are fully Anſwered, 


W. S. 


UMI 


